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jr^W-EirGLAWDAWTI-SLAYERY  SOCIETY, 

AT    ITS 

FIRST   ANNUAL   MEETING. 


The  Annual  Meeting  of  this  Society  was  held  at  Boylstoa 
Hall,  in  Boston,  on  Wednesday  evening,  January  ninth.  A 
numerous  audience  was  assembled. 

The  meeting  was  opened  with  prayer  by  the  Rev.  Ttler 
Thacher. 

Mr.  BuFFUM,  President  of  the  Society,  made  a  few  remarks, 
in  which  he  stated  the  plans  and  objects  of  the  Society. 

Delegates  from  auxiliary  societies  having  been  requested  to 
present  their  credentials,  Mr.  David  T.  Kimball,  of  the  An- 
dover  Thelogical  Seminary,  produced  a  certificate  of  his  being 
a  delegate  from  the  Andover  Auxiliary  Anti- Slavery  Society, 
which  was  read  by  the  President. 

Mr.  Garrison,  the  Corresponding  Secretary,  then  read  the 
Annual  Report  of  the  Managers.  This  paper  explained  at  some 
length  the  objects  of  the  Society,  and  vindicated  its  principles 
from  the  unjust  reproaches  which  have  been  often  heaped  upon 
them.  It  strenuously  supported  immediate  abolition,  by  show- 
ing the  true  nature  of  the  measure,  and  its  safety  and  necessity. 
After  exposing  the  principles  of  the  Colonization  Society,  and 
adverting  to  some  other  topics,  the  Report  set  forth  the  meas- 
ures which  the  Society  had  adopted,  and  the  gratifying  success 
which  had  so  far  attended  its  exertions. 

Mr.  Robert  B.  Hall  then  moved  the  acceptance  of  the 
Report,  and  supported  his  motion  in  a  short  address,  in  which 
he  congratulated  the  Society  upon  the  encouraging  prospects 
before  them. 

The  motion  was  seconded  by  Mr^  Olifer  Johnson,  and 
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Samubl  E.  Sewall,  Esq.  then  proposed  the  foDowing  re- 
solution : 

Resolved,  That  slavery  and  the  traffic  in  slaTes  in  the  District  of  Colambia, 
ought  to  be  abolished  by  the  goverument  of  the '  United  States  ;  and  that  every 
citizen  of  every  State  in  which  slavery  is  not  tolerated,  is  boond  to  use  the  samo 
•xertions  to  put  an  end  to  it  in  that  District,  which  he  would  be  if  it  existed  in 
his  own  State. 

Mr.  Sewall  spoke  for  a  few  minutes  in  support  of  his  resolu- 
tion. He  adverted  to  the  history  of  the  District  of  Columbia, 
the  cession  of  its  two  parts  to  the  United  States  by  Maryland 
and  Virginia,  for  a  seat  of  government,  by  means  of  which  it 
became  subject  to  the  exclusive  legislation  of  Congress.  He 
alluded  to  the  wretched  system  of  slave  laws  which  prevailed  in 
the  District,  showed  how  negligent  Congress  had  been  of  the 
rights  of  slaves  and  other  persons  of  color  there  ;  and  stated 
that  this  District  had  become  one  of  the  greatest  slave  markets 
in  the  country — that  slaves  were  brought  into  it  from  the  neigh- 
boring States,  chained  in  droves,  then  confined  in  the  public  or 
private  jails,  and  finally  shipped  to  the  Southern  ports.  He 
pointed  out  some  of  the  cruel  injuries  to  which  free  people  of 
color  were  subjected,  by  being  kidnapped  and  sold  for  slaves, 
in  consequence  of  the  toleration  of  the  slave  trade  in  the  Dis- 
trict ;  and  concluded  by  exhorting  the  audience  to  exert  them- 
selves to  put  an  end  to  the  atrocious  system,  tolerated  by  the 
American  nation  at  the  seat  of  its  government. 

The  Rev.  E.  M.  P.  Wells  seconded  the  motion,  and  sup- 
ported it  by  appropriate  remarks.  He  mentioned  the  general 
ignorance  which  prevailed  in  this  community  of  the  state  of 
things  which  existed  in  the  District  of  Columbia.  Many  people, 
he  said,  among  us  were  not  aware  that  slavery  and  the  slave  trade 
were  thus  directly  countenanced  and  supported  by  the  Ameri- 
can government  and  people.  He  afterwards  spoke  of  the  crim- 
inality of  slavery,  and  laid  down  the  following  propositions  : — 
1.  Slavery  is  inconsistent  with  Christianity. — 2,  It  is  inconsist- 
ent with  humanity. — 3.  It  is  inconsistent  with  the  principles  of 
a  republican  government  :  each  of  which  propositions  he  sus- 
tained by  arguments. 

David  L.  Child,  Esq.  next  addressed  the  meeting,  in  sup- 
port of  the  resolution.     He  bore  testimony  to  the  truth  of  the 
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statements  of  the  mover  of  the  resolution.  He  then  pointed  out 
how  completely  the  slave  in  this  country  is  unprotected  by  law 
from  injury  and  oppression.  He  related  some  atrocious  acts  in 
illustration  of  his  position. 

The  resolution  was  then  passed  unanimously. 

W.  J.  Snelling,  Esq.  then  spoke  for  a  few  minutes,  and 
related  an  anecdote  which  illustrated  very  strikingly  the  remark 
of  the  last  speaker,  that  slaves  in  this  country  were  not  in  any 
degree  protected  by  the  law. 

After  a  collection  had  been  taken  for  the  benefit  of  the  funds 
of  the  Society,  the  meeting  adjourned,  to  meet  again  on  Wed- 
nesday evening,  Jan.  16th. 


January  16.  The  Society  met,  pursuant  to  the  adjourn- 
ment. The  spacious  hall  was  crowded  with  a  highly  respectable 
assemblage,  among  which  were  a  large  number  of  members  of 
the  Legislature,  from  various  parts  of  the  Commonwealth.  The 
meeting  was  opened  with  prayer,  by  the  Rev.  Tyler  Thacher. 
Extracts  of  Letters  from  Rev.  Samuel  J.  May,  of  Brooklyn, 
Conn.,  Gen.  Samuel  Fessenden,  of  Portland,  Me.,  Arthur 
Tappan,  Esq.  of  New- York,  and  Mr.  Theodore  D.  Weld,  of 
Hartford,  Conn.,  were  then  read,  commending  the  principles 
and  objects  of  the  Society. 

David  L.  Child,  Esq.  then  proposed  the  following  resolu- 
tion : 

Resolved,  That  the  Free  People  of  Color  and  Slaves  in  this  land  of  Liberty 
«nd  Law,  have  less  liberty,  and  are  less  protected  by  law,  than  in  any  other  part 
of  the  world. 

Mr.  Child  spoke  at  some  length  in  support  of  this  resolution. 
He  showed  how  much  more  favorable  the  Civil  Law  was  to 
slaves  than  the  laws  of  the  Southern  States ;  and  stated  that  in 
the  French,  Spanish,  and  Portuguese  colonies,  the  slave  codes 
being  based  on  the  Civil  Law,  the  slaves  were  far  more  protect- 
ed in  their  rights  than  they  are  in  our  Slave  States  or  the  Brit- 
ish West  Indies.  He  then  pointed  out  the  improvements  which 
had  been  made  in  the  slave  laws  of  the  British  Islands,  especial- 
ly in  the  Crown  Colonies  within   a  few  years,  which  rendered 
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the  legal  condition  of  the  slaves  in  the  British  Colonies  far  sope* 
rior  to  what  it  is  in  the  Slave  States.  Mr.  Child  introduced  a 
great  variety  of  topics  into  his  speech,  and  enforced  his  argu- 
ments by  numerous  illustrations. 

The  resolution  passed  without  opposition. 

The  Rev.  Mr.  Russell,  of  Watertown,  offered  the  follow- 
ing resolution  : 

Riiolved,  That  th«  plan  of  eolonizing  the  blacks  in  Africa,  at  explained  by 
iti  friendf ,  if  ^repoateroas  in  the  extreme,  and  every  attempt  to  pot  iu  principlea 
into  operation  la  an  unrighteoni  persecotion,  levelled  against  the  free  people  of 
•olor,  to  leonre  and  perpetuate  ilavery  in  oar  conntry  ;  and,  therefore,  calls  npon 
na  to  connteract  iu  operations  by  an  open,  (ree,  and  fearless  exposition  of  its 
policy  and  efiects. 

Mr.  Russell  spoke  for  a  few  minutes  in  support  of  his  resolu- 
tion. He  demonstrated  that  the  efforts  of  the  Colonization  So- 
ciety could  never  diminish  slavery  ;  that  while  the  Society  had 
removed  less  than  3000  persons  from  the  country,  the  slaves 
here  had  increased  more  than  500,000  ;  and  showed  that  the 
true  effect  of  the  Society  was  to  perpetuate  slavery,  by  remov- 
ing from  the  country  a  portion  of  the  free  colored  people  who  it 
was  supposed  might  sympatize  with  the  slaves,  and  might  assist 
them  in  recovering  freedom. 

The  resolution  was  adopted. 

Amasa  Walker,  Esq.  proposed  the  following  resolution  : 

^  Jtesolvedt  That  the  objects  contemplated  by  the  New-England  Anti-Slavery 
Society  are  in  strict  acccordance  with  the  plainest  .diotates  of  Religion,  Philan- 
thropy, and  Patriotism. 

Mr.  Walker  then  addressed  the  meeting.  He  adverted  to  the 
unfavorable  circumstances  under  which  the  Society  had  commen- 
ced it  operations.  Public  sentiment  was  against  it.  Yet  this, 
he  said,  did  not  prove  that  its  principles  or  objects  were  wrong, 
for  public  sentiment  is  sometimes  mistaken.  He  examined  the 
principles  of  the  Society,  and  showed  that  they  were  consistent 
with  religion,  phiknlhropy,  and  patriotism.  He  compared  these 
principles  with  those  (rf  the  Colonization  Society,  and  demon- 
strated the  criminality  of  the  latter.  The  one  Society  wishes 
to  banish  the  people  of  color,  the  other  seeks  to  improve  them 
here  ;  the  one  declares  that  slaves  are  rightful  property,  the 
other  that  they  are  men^  and  have  all  the  rights  of  men.     He 
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concluded  nearly  as  follows.  Every  circumstance  but  one,  is  in 
favor  of  the  Colonization  Society,  and  against  the  Anti-Slavery 
Society.  The  former  is  supported  by  a  formidable  array  of 
great  names,  of  judges,  governors,  members  of  Congress,  and  of 
course  flourishes  in  wealth  under  the  smiles  of  public  opinion. 
The  latter  has  nothing  to  support  it,  but  truth  and  justice.  Yet 
these  are  worth  all  tlie  rest,  and  must  ultimately  crown  the  la- 
bors of  the  Society  with  glorious  success. 

The  resolution  was  adopted. 

The  Rev.  Moses  Thacher  offered  the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  th«  prineiplei  of  Mpatriatiofi,  punned  by  tb«  ■npporttra  •t 
the  Ameriean  Colonization  Society,  exert  an  inflaence  in  opposition  to  tho 
hif hoft  interette  of  the  Colored  People  in  thii  eonntry. 

The  resolution  was  adopted,  after  having  been  sustained  by 
the  mover  in  a  brief  but  highly  animated  and  cogent  speech. 

The  following  resolution  was  submitted  by  Mr.  Garrisou, 

without  any  remarks,  in  consequence  of  the  lateness  of  the  hour  : 

Resolved,  That  the  exertions  made  by  the  free  people  of  color  in  this  cenn- 
trj  to  improve  their  condition,  and  to  confer  the  benefits  of  edooatien  npon  their 
children — notwithstanding  the  obstacles  which  thejr  have  to  encoonter  from  the 
laws  and  the  prejndices  of  a  large  part  of  the  eommnnitj — are  highlj  meritori- 
ons ;  that  these  exertions  have  already  produced  highly  beneficial  resnlts,  and 
will,  in  oar  opinion,  if  peracTered  in,  prodnce  others  still  more  desirable. 

Adopted. 

The  following  communication  from  the  Massachusetts  Gener- 
al Colored  Association  was  presented  by  Mr.  Joshua  Easton, 
read,  and  accepted  : 

Boston,  Jannary  15,  1833. 
To  the  Board  of  Managers  of  the  ^ew-England  Anti-Slavery  SoHetff, 

The  Massachosetts  General  Colored  Association,  cordially  approTing  the  ob- 
jects and  principles  of  the  New-England  Anti-Slarery  Society,  would  respectfully 
commnnieate  their  desire  to  become  anxiliary  thereto.  They  hare  accordingly 
ehoeen  one  of  their  members  to  attend  the  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Society  as 
their  delegate,  (Mr.  Joshua  Easton  of  North  Bridgewater,)  and  solicit  his  ac- 
ceptance m  that  capacity.  '  THOBiAS  DALTON,  President 
William  G.  Ncll,  Vice  President, 

Jamks  G.  Barbadoxs,  Secretary, 

The  meeting  adjourned  to  Monday  evening,  Jan.  21st. 


Monday  Evenings  Jan.  21,  1833.  The  Society  met,  pur- 
suant to  adjourment,  at  Jefferson  HaU,  the  President,  Mr.  Buf- 
FUM,  in  the  chair. 
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The  Secretary  being  absent,  Mr.  Oliver  Johnson  was  cho- 
sen Secretary,  pro  tern. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  revise  the  Constitution  made 
their  report,  which,  after  some  debate,  was  adopted. 

The  Society  proceeded  to  baHot  for  officers  foi;  the  ensuing 
year,  and  the  following  gentlemen  were  elected. 

PRESIDENT. 

JOHN  KENRICK,  Newton. 

VICE-PRESIDENTS. 
ARNOLD  BUFFUM,  Boston. 
Rev.  MOSES  THACHER,  North  WreDtham,  Mbss. 
Rev.  SIMEON  S.  JOCELYN,  New-Haven,  Ct 
Rev.  SAMUEL  J.  MAY,  Brooklyn,  Ct 
Rev.  E.  M.  p.  wells,  Boston. 
EBENEZER  DOLE,  HaUowell,  Me. 

Corresponding  Secretaryy-^SAMUEL  E.  SEWALL,  Boston. 
Recording  iSecrctery,— OLIVER  JOHNSON,  Boston. 

IVc(wur<jr,~-JAMES  C.  ODIORNE,  Boston. 

COUNSELLORS. 


Rev.  JAMES  D.  YATES, 
DAVID  L.  CHILD, 
MICHAEL  H.  SIMPSON, 
ISAAC  H.  APPLETON,  M.  D. 
Rev.  SAMUEL  SNOWDON, 


3ENJAMIN  C.  BACON. 
ELLIS  G.  LORING, 
ABNER  FORBES, 
FREDERICK  HUGHES, 
ISAAC  KNAPP. 


On  motion  of  Mr.  B.  C.  Bacon,  it  was 

Resolved,  That  this  Society  contemplates  the  benighted  condition  of  Africa 
with  feelings  of  christian  sympathy  ;  and  althongh  it  is  forced  to  protest  a^inst 
the  measares  and  principles  of  the  American  Colonization  Society,  yet  it  ap- 
proves every  laudable  effort  to  confer  npon  that  quarter  of  the  world  the  blesaingi 
of  civilization  and  Christianity. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Bufpum,  it  was 

Resolved,  That  we  contemplate,  with  the  higWt  satisfaction,  the  untiring 
christian  zeal  and  activity  of  the  friends  of  immediate  and  universal  emancipa- 
tion in  England,  and  that  we  will  co-operate  with  them  for  the  promotion  of  the 
great  cause  in  which  they  are  engaged,  while  God  shall  bless  us  with  the  ability 
to  do  so,  or  until  every  yoke  of  bondage  and  oppression  shall  be  broken. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Garrison,  it  was 

Resolved,  That  the  formation  of  a  National  Anti-Slavery  Society  is  essential 
to  the  complete  regeneration  of  public  sentiment  on  the  subject  of  slavery,  and 
to  the  speedy  overthrow  of  that  iniquitous  system  ;  and  that  the  Board  of  Man- 
agers be  authorized  to  call  a  national  meeting  of  the  friends  of  abolition,  for  the 
purpose  of  organizing  such  a  Society*  at  such  time  and  place  as  they  shall  deem 
expedient. 

Voted^  That  the  thanks  of  the  Society  be  presented  to  the 
President  and  Secretaries  for  their  services  during  the  last  year. 
Adjourned  sine  die. 
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REPORT. 


The  Board  of  Managers  of  the  New-England  Anti-Slavery 
Society,  in  presenting  to  the  public  their  First  Annual  Report, 
deem  it  proper  to  make  a  full  developement  of  the  motives 
which  led  to  the  formation  of  the  Society — the  principles  which 
govern  its  actions — and  the  purposes  which  it  aims  to  accom- 
plish. It  is  right  that  the  people  of  this  country,  and  especially 
of  New-England,  to  whose  countenance  and  patronage  the  So- 
ciety more  directly  appeals — should  understand,  fairly  and  plain- 
ly, these  motives,  and  principles,  and  purposes.  Self-defence 
against  the  misrepresentations  and  assaults  of  ignorance,  preju- 
dice, and  malice — the  success  of  the  cause  of  truth  and  justice — 
imperiously  require  such  an  exposition  at  their  hands. 

The  Managers,  while  they  feel  cheered  in  view  of  what  has 
been  accomplished  during  the  past  year,  c(mnot  withhold  the 
expression  of  their  regret  that  there  is,  in  this  wide  community, 
such  a  general  aversion  to  a  close,  candid  and  zealous  investi- 
gation of  a  subject,  which  involves  the  temporal  and  everlasting 
welfare  of  milUons  of  the  human  family,  and  the  permanency  of 
the  institutions  of  this  country.  The  ignorance  which  prevails 
among  all  classes  respecting  the  nature,  extent  and  withering 
tendency  of  slavery,  as  it  exists  in  the  southern  states,  is  as  sur- 
prising as  it  is  deplorable.  Many  persons,  of  good  information 
on  other  subjects,  cannot  even  guess  the  number  of  the  slave 
population  ;  others  are  hardly  able  to  designate  between  the  free 
and  slave  states  ;  others  seem  not  aware  of  the  fact,  that,  in 
various  portions  of  territory,  slavery  is  maintained  by  the  peo- 
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pie  and  government  of  the  United  States  ;  others  know  so  little 
of  the  physical  sufferings  and  spiritual  deprivations  of  the  slaves, 
as  to  receive  with  incredulity,  if  not  positive  unbelief,  the  most 
well-authenticated  facts  ;  others  possess  merely  a  general  statis- 
tical knowledge,  but  have  never  traced  the  pernicious  effects  of 
slavery  upon  the  prosperity  and  happiness  of  slave  states,  or  im- 
agined that  it  is,  and  must  inevitably  be,  the  source  of  nation- 
al division. 

Hence,  to  this  general  ignorance  may  be  attributed  the  suc- 
cess of  the  colonization  scheme,  which,  having  been  received 
upon  trust,  is  still  viewed  by  many  benevolent  individuals  as 
providing  a  remedy  for  slavery.  Hence,  too,  the  facility  with 
which  false  and  wicked  accusations  against  the  cause  of  abolition, 
and  its  advocates,  have  been  circulated  throughout  the  country ; 
and  hence  the  necessity  of  the  present  defence. 

The  motives  which  actuated  the  founders  of  the  ^ew-England 
•Snti-  Slavery  Society  were  not  those  of  hostility  to  the  interests  or 
persons  of  slave-owners.  Prom  the  statements  and  complaints 
of  the  planters  themselves — from  the  visible  curse  which  rested 
upon  the  slave-tilled  soil — from  the  natural  unproductiveness  of 
slave  labor,  the  slaves  being  robbed  of  all  motives  for  long-con- 
tinued, well-directed  exertions — from  the  debasing  and  barbar* 
ous  tendency  of  the  system — from  the  fears  of  insurrection, 
which  always  harass  the  repose  and  embitter  the  cup  of  op- 
pressors— from  the  solemn  lessons  which  all  history  teaches, 
that  tyranny  cannot  always  be  exercised  with  impunity — and 
from  the  many  revolts,  which,  since  the  introduction  of  slaves 
into  this  country,  had  taken  place,  growing  more  and  more  for- 
midable, and  ending  with  terrible  massacre  at  Southampton,  in 
Virginia — they  were  convinced  that  the  abolition  of  slavery  was 
the  only  mode  of  preserving  the  lives  and  increasing  the  wealth 
of  their  southern  fellow-citizens.  They  saw  that  custom  and 
education,  as  well  as  a  mistaken  policy,  had  blinded  the  eyes  of 
the  planters  to  their  best  interests  ;  and  while  they  felt  and  ex- 
pressed, as  christians  and  philanthropists^  the  strongest  moral 
indignation,  in  view  of  the  conduct  of  the  transgressors,  they 
likewise  cherished  the  utmost  benevolence  of  feeling  towards 
them.     To  deduct  aught  from  the  sum  of  their  happiness,  in 

Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


11 

order  to  increase  that  of  their  victims — or  to.  depress  them  la 
proportion  to  the  elevation  of  the  slaves — was  not  the  design  of 
the  founders  of  the  Anti-Slavery  Society.  It  was  because  their 
good-will  and  philanthropy  were  as  broad  as  the  earth,  embra- 
cing all  men  as  members  of  one  family,  and  estimating  the  hap- 
piness and  worth  of  all  by  the  same  standard,  that  they  were 
impelled,  in  defiance  of  persecution  and  reproach,  to  put  forth 
every  exertion  for  the  overthrow  of  slavery, 

Mfr  were  their  motives  those  of  a  sectional  character*  They 
associated  together  to  maintain,  not  to  destroy  the  Union,  by 
endeavoring  to  remove  the  cause  of  division.  They  believed, 
inasmuch  as  it  is  impracticable  satisfactorily  to  legislate  for  a 
portion  of  the  people  as  men,  and  another  portion  as  cattle,  that 
there  could  be  no  end  to  collisions,  until  the  root  of  bitterness 
was  taken  away  ;  and  that  nearly  all  the  troubles  and  excite- 
ments in  the  land  sprang  from  slavery.  There  were  no  difficul- 
ties or  Jieart-bumings  between  the  free  States  :  they  did  not 
threaten  each  other,  or  talk  of  a  separation  one  from  another. 
The  longer  slavery  was  tolerated,  the  more  probable,  in  their 
conviction,  was  a  dismemberment  of  the  Union.  To  seek  its 
ntter  annihilation,  then,  became  them  as  wise  men,  as  patriots, 
as  christians,  as  lovers  of  their  country.  They  were  not  so 
thoughtless,  or  vain,  as  to  suppose  that  the  formation  of  an  anti- 
slavery  society,  such  as  they  contemplated,  would  excite  no 
opposition  ;  or  that  they  could  go  into  a  free  discussion  of  the 
question  of  slavery,  without  subjecting  themselves  to  great  re- 
proach as  disorganizers,  madmen,  and  fanatics.  All  the  angry 
ebullitions  which  their  exertions  have  elicited,  both  at  the  north 
and  the  south,  they  were  prepared  to  meet.  They  had  no  al- 
ternative but  to  act  the  part  of  the  Levite,  and  steel  their  hearts 
and  close  their  ears  to  the  cries  of  two  millions  of  their  fellow- 
creatures,  or,  like  the  good  Samaritan,  to  compasssionate  the 
bleeding  victims,  and  seek  their  deliverance.  However  high 
the  tempest  of  passion  might  rise,  on  the  avowal  of  their  senti- 
ments and  designs,  they  were  consoled  to  believe  that  it  would 
serve  to  purify  a  foul  atmosphere  which  was  generating  moral 
death.  However  unkindly  their  expostulations,  warnings,  re- 
bukes and  efforts  might  at  first  be  received  by  the  possessors  of 
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slaves^  they  could  not  doubt  their  efficacy  to  produce,  ultiniate«^ 
ly,  a  radical  reforra.  However  cruelly  the  slaves  might  be 
treated  by  the  excited  masters,  in  consequence  of  their  benevo- 
lent interposition,  they  knew  that  that  aggravated  cruelty  would 
only  serve  to  make  slavery  more  odious  in  the  sight  of  the  peo- 
ple, and  hasten  its  downfall.  The  expostulation  of  Moses  with 
Pharaoh  only  hardened  the  heart  of  the  tyrant,  and  induced  him 
to  increase  the  burdens  of  the  Israelites  ;  for  he  '  commanded  the 
$ame  day,  the  taskmasters  of  the  people,  and  their  officers,  say- 
ing, Ye  shall  no  more  give  the  people  straw  to  make  brick  as 
heretofore  :  let  them  go  and  gather  straw  for  themselves.'* 
Such  a  result  was  peculiarly  distressing  to  Moses  :  even  his  af- 
flicted brethren  upbraided  him  sharply  for  his  interference. 
*  And  they  met  Moses  and  Aaron,  who  stood  in  the  way,  as  they 
came  forth  from  Pharaoh  :  and  they  said  unto  them.  The  Lord 
look  upon  you  and  judge  ;  because  ye  have  made  our  savour  to 
be  abhorred  in  the  eyes  of  his  servants,  to  put  a  sword  in  their 
hand  to  slay  us.'f  History  is  full  of  instruction  on  this  point : 
there  is  scarcely  an  instance  on  record  where  the  exertions  of 
reformers  to  break  the  fetters  of  tyranny  were  not  immediately 
succeeded  by  new  and  grievous  disabilities,  imposed  by  the  an- 
gry oppressor  upon  their  vassals.  The  guilty  Jews  were  cut  to 
the  heart  by  the  faithful  preaching  of  Stephen  :  '  they  cried  out 
with  a  loud  voice,  and  stopped  their  cars,  and  ran  upon  him 
with  one  accord,  and  cast  him  out  of  the  city,  and  stoned  him. 'J 
All  such  outrages,  however,  promote  the  cause  of  truth,  and  de- 
feat the  object  for  which  they  were  perpetrated. 

Let  abolitionists  derive  consolation  and  hope  from  these  re- 
flections. Let  them  meekly  bear  the  taunts  and  reproaches  of 
half-way  reformers  and  temporising  gradualists,  who  accuse  them 
of  provoking  slaveholders  to  treat  their  slaves  more  rigorously 
than  ever.  The  sin  lies  not  at  their  doors.  Upon  the  per- 
petrators of  these  fresh  grievances  must  punishment  be  execu- 
ted by  Heaven.  Abolitionists  deeply  regret  to  perceive  no  dis- 
position, on  the  part  of  the  slaveholding  States,  to  cease  from 
their  oppression.     Within  the  last  two  years,  the  Legislatures 

*  Exodus  V.  e,  7.  t  Idem,  v.  20,  21.  t  AcH  \\i.  57,  58. 
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of  Maryland,  Virginia,  South  Carolina,  Louisiana,  Alabama 
and  Tennessee,  have  passed  laws  respecting  the  free  colored 
and  slave  population  of  those  States,  which  are  in  the  highest 
degree  atrocious.*  The  spirit  of  persecution  is  abroad,  with 
unexampled  malignity ;  but  its  violence  will  prove  its  de- 
struction. 

The  New-England  Ami- Slavery  Society  tolerates  no  com- 
promise of  principle.  Its  demands  upon  the  holders  of  slaves 
are  as  imperative  as  those  of  the  boot  inspiration — '  to  loose  the 
bands  of  wickedness,  to  undo  the  heavy  burdens,  and  to  let  the 
oppressed  go  free.'  To  all  the  palliatives  and  excuses  which 
they  and  their  apologists  present  for  their  oppressive  conduct, 
it  replies  in  the  language  of  Jehovah — '  Thou  shalt  not  steal ' — 

*  Thou  shalt  not  covet  thy  neighbor's  house,  thou  shalt  not  covet 
thy  neighbor's  wife,  nor  his  man-servant,  nor  his  maid-servant, 
nor  his  ox,  nor  his  ass,  nor  any  thing  that  is  thy  neighbor's  ' — 

*  Behold  the  hire  of  the  laborers,  which  have  reaped  down  your 
fields,  which  is  of  you  kept  back  by  fraud,  crieth ;  and  the  cries 
of  them  which  have  reaped  are  entered  into  the  ears  of  the  Lord 
ofSabaoth.*  It  regards  with  dismay  and  horror  the  doctrine 
which  is  becoming  popular  in  this  land,  especially  in  regard  to 
slavery,  that  '  the  end  sanctifies  the  means  ' — that  expediency  is 
duty,  but  duty  is  not  expediency — that  the  guilt  of  oppression 
belongs  to  past  generations,  and  repentance  to  posterity — that 
the  circumstances  of  the  times,  the  laws  of  the  States,  the  pre- 
servation of  life  and  property,  justify  robbery  and  oppression, 
and  a  violation  of  all  the  commandments — and  that  immediate 
and  universal  obedience  to  the  requirements  of  the  gospel,  on 
the  part  of  the  transgressors,  will  produce  worse  results  than 
continuance  in  sin,  or  a  gradual  reformation. 

The  purposes  of  the  New-England  Anti-Slavery  Society,  as 
declared  in  the  second  article  of  its  Constitution,  are  to  endea- 
vor, by  all  means  sanctioned  by  law,  humanity  and  religion,  to 
effect  the  aboUtion  of  slavery,  to  improve  the  character  and  condi- 
tion of  the  free  people  of  color,  inform  and  correct  public  opin- 
ion in  relation  to  their  situation  and  rights,  and  obtain  for  them 
equal  civil  and  political  rights  and  privileges  with  the  whites. 


*  Appendix  (A.) 
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The  magnitude,  benevolence  and  importance  of  these  objects 
may  be  more  readily  perceived  by  a  few  illustrations. 

Since  tbe  Declaration  of  Independence  was  put  forth,  nearly 
two  millions  of  slaves  have  perished  in  this  country,  who  were 
driven  all  their  days  under  the  lash  of  callous-hearted  overseers; 
whose  bodies  were  liable  to  mutilation  from  the  brand  and  the 
whip — half  supplied  with  the  same  coarse,  unpalatable  food — 
half  clad  in  summer  and  in  winter  ;  but  above  all,  whose  minds 
were  watchfully  kept  from  all  knowedge  of  their  rights,  of  their 
relations  to  society  and  to  God,  of  their  destiny  beyond  the 
grave — heathens  in  a  christian  land,  forbidden  under  horrid  pen- 
alties to  peruse  the  sacred  Scriptures,  or  learn  the  alphabet  of 
their  language  ! 

Would  to  Heaven  that  this  embodied  our  wickedness  !  that 
our  avarice  and  cruelty  had  been  glutted  in  the  destruction  of 
this  great  multitude  of  hapless,  inoffensive  beings  !  But  we  are 
preying,  at  this  hour,  upon  a  larger  number  than  those  already 
slain.  And  yet  this  is  called  the  land  of  freedom,  of  republican- 
ism, of  Christianity  !  Every  year,  one  hundred  thousand  in- 
fants— a  large  proportion  the  offspring  of  pollution  and  shame — 
are  born,  and  doomed  to  the  horrors  of  bondage — kidnapped 
from  the  hour  of  their  birth  by  patriots  and  christians  ! 

The  New-England  Anti-Slavery  Society  maintains  that  the 
slaves  ought  instantly  to  be  emancipated  from  their  fetters.  It 
acknowledges  no  claims  upon  their  persons  by  their  masters. 
It  regards  the  holders  of  slaves  as  guilty  of  a  heinous  sin.  It 
reprobates  the  language  of  those  who  say,  '  we  hold  their  slaves, 
as  we  hold  their  other  property,  sacred/  It  says  to  every  in- 
dividual— '  Let  the  principle  be  clearly  and  firmly  established  in 
your  mind  that  there  is,  and  can  be,  no  such  thing  as  property 
in  marly  and  you  cannot,  as  a  patriot,  a  philanthropist,  or  a  dis- 
ciple of  Christ,  oppose  the  immediate  liberation  of  the  slaves — 
you  cannot  but  demand  that  liberation — ^you  cannot  be  satisfied 
with  any  thing  short  of  an  immediate  liberation.'  It  is  not  for 
men  of  christian  integrity  to  calculate  how  far  it  is  expedient  to 
do  wrong.  The  slaves  are  either  justly  or  unjustly  held  in 
bondage.  If  justly,  let  the  traffic  in  their  bodies  be  pursued 
with  fresh  activity,  and  all  those  laws  be  repealed  which  now 
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make  the  foreigo  slave  trade  piracy.  If  unjustly,  there  is  no  al- 
ternative but  to  disobey  God,  or  to  let  them  immediately  go  free^ 

^  But  would  it  be  safe  to  comply  strictly  with  the  requisitions 
of  justice,  now  V  If  they  were  not  made  to  be  obeyed,  for 
what  purpose  were  they  made  ?  Is  it  safe  for  a  band  of  robbers 
to  cease  from  their  robberies,  at  once  ?  Is  it  safe  for  the  fraud- 
ulent to  be  honest,  at  once  ?  Is  it  safe  to  abandon  the  practice  of 
trading  in  the  bodies  and  souls  of  men,  at  once  ?  Is  it  safe  to 
obey  the  Most  High,  by  breaking  every  yoke,  and  letting  the 
oppressed  go  free,  ai  once  9  Strange  questions  from  the  mouths 
of  a  christian  people  ! 

A  very  singular  kind  of  logic  prevails  at  the  present  day.  *  I 
concede,'  says  one,  'that  slavery  in  the  abstract  is  very  wick- 
ed ;  but  I  am  opposed  to  immediate  abolition.'  Slavery  in  the 
abstract  9  what  does  the  objector  mean  ?  .Abstract  slavery  nev« 
er  did,  and  never  can  exist.  He  means,  perhaps — his  language 
implies  nothing  else — that  it  is  most  atrocious  to  think  of  en- 
slaving human  beings  ;  but,  in  fact,  to  buy,  or  sell,  or  hold  them 
in  fetters,  is  by  no  means  sinful  ! — that  is  to  say,  if  a  man  should 
merely  meditate  the  destruction  of  the  houses  of  his  fellow  citi- 
zens by  fire,  without  any  doubt  he  ought  to  be  hung  ;  but  if  he 
should  actually  set  them  on  fire,  and  run  from  street  to  street 
with  the  burning  brand  in  his  hand,  to  destroy  others,  why  then 
he  would  not  be  guilty.  It  would  only  be  necessary  for  him  to 
cry  aloud  to  the  firemen — *  I  am  as  much  opposed  to  arson,  in 
the  abstract  J  as  you  are  ;  but,  see  !  the  houses  are  on  fire  ! 
My  abstract  theory  has  assumed  a  practical  shape,  and  therefore 
I  am  exonerated  from  blame.  I  am  opposed  to  an  immediate 
extinguishment  of  the  fire  !  Put  it  out  very  gradually — a  few 
drops  of  water  may  now  be  thrown  upon  it — some  buckets  full 
next  week — and  at  some  future  time,  I  cannot  tell  when,  you 
may  give  your  engines  full  play  !' 

They  who  are  crying,  '  Peace  !  Peace  !'  at  this  momentous 
crisis — who  are  denouncing  the  active  friends  of  bleeding  hu- 
manity— who  urge  a  far-off  emancipation  of  the  slaves — -who 
would  stifle  all  inquiries  into  the  abominations  of  slavery — who 
deny  the  rights  of  the  slaves  to  immediate  freedom — who  at- 
tempt to  palliate  the  guilt  and  cover  up  the  crimes  of  the  plant- 
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ers — who  pursue  half-way  measures  of  reform — are  the  real 
authors  of  mischief,  the  real  enemies  of  their  country,  although 
they  mean  no  harm.  Their  moral  vision  is  imperfect — they 
have  not  carefully  and  candidly  examined  the  subject.  They 
seem  to  have  forgotten  that,  in  this  case,  as  in  all  others,  strict 
obedience  to  the  law  of  God  is  the  only  ground  of  safety  :  they 
overlook  the  nature  of  mind  and  the  constitution  of  man.  Even 
on  the  detestable  ground  of  expediency,  of  carnal  policy,  what 
facts  can  they  show  to  warrant  a  prolongation  of  oppression  ? 
The  law  of  God  may  be  thrown  aside,  and  the  controversy 
staked  on  this  single  point : — It  can  be  shown  that,  in  all  ages 
and  climes,  oppression  has  resulted  in  carnage  and  death  ;  but 
the  deluded  advocates  of  gradual  emancipation  are  chaUenged 
to  produce  any  instances  in  which  immediate  emancipation  from 
personal  thraldom  has  been  disastrous  or  unwise. 

The  cause  of  slave  insurrections  at  the  south  is  the  loss  of 
liberty.  If  the  cause  be  removed,  can  the  effect  follow  ?  The 
slaves  fight  to  obtain  their  personal  freedom.  If  they  were  lib- 
erated, it  is  pretended,  they  would  destroy  their  masters  ! — in 
other  words,  they  fight  to  achieve  their  liberty,  and  when  it  is 
given  to  them,  they  fight  because  they  receive  it !  This  is  sin- 
gular logic.  They  are  so  attached  to  their  drivers,  it  would 
seem — so  pleased  with  being  bought  and  sold — «o  contented 
with  their  peck  of  com  per  week — so  fond  of  having  their  wives 
polluted^  and  their  children  driven  away  to  be  sold — so  hostile 
to  independence — so  undesirous  of  knowledge — that  if  they  were 
set  free,  they  would  be  so  angry  in  being  employed  as  hired 
laborers,  in  possessing  their  own  wives  and  children,  in  losing 
their  fetters,  in  being  placed  beyond  the  reach  of  slave  specula- 
tors, in  being  protected  in  their  persons  and  earnings,  in  having 
an  opportunity  to  get  religious  and  secular  instruction,  that  they 
would  cut  the  throats  of  their  former  masters,  burn  their  dwel- 
lings, and  desolate  the  land  ! 

The  Board  of  Managers  are  satisfied  that  the  doctrine  of  im- 
mediate abolition  is  opposed  by  many,  not  because  they  really 
mean  to  justify  crime,  but  simply  through  ignorance  or  a  misap- 
prehension of  its  nature.  It  is  associated  in  their  minds  with 
something  undefinable,  yet  dreadful — they  see,  in  imagination, 
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cities  and  villages  in  flames,  and  blood  flowing  in  torrents,  and 
hear  the  roll  of  drunis,  the  shouts  of  blood-thirsty  savages,  and 
the  shrieks  of  the  dying — and  thus,  bringing  upon  themselves  a 
strong  delusion,  they  naturally  stand  aghast  at  the  proposition. 
All  this  ruffling  of  mind  is  indeed  ridiculous  ;  but  as  it  origin- 
ates unwittingly  in  error,  it  merits  a  charitable  allowance  rather 
than  satire. 

Whaty  then^  is  meant  by  immediate  abolition  ? 

It  means,  in  the  first  place,  that  all  title  of  property  in  the 
slaves  shall  instandy  cease,  because  their  Creator. has  never  re- 
linquished his  claim  of  ownership,  and  because  none  have  a 
right  to  sell  their  own  bodies  or  buy  those  of  their  own  species 
as  cattle.     Is  there  any  thing  terrific  in  this  arrangement  ? 

It  means,  secondly,  that  every  husband  shall  have  his  own 
wife,  and  jevery  wife  her  own  husband,  both  being  united  in 
wedlock  according  to  its  proper  forms,  and  placed  under  the 
protection  of  law  ?     Is  this  unreasonable  ? 

It  means,  thirdly,  that  parents  shall  have  the  control  and  gov- 
ernment of  their  own  children,  and  that  the  children  shall  belong 
to  their  parents.     What  is  there  sanguinary  in  this  concession  ? 

It  means,  fourthly,  that  all  trade  in  human  beings  shall  be  re- 
garded as  felony,  and  entitled  to  the  highest  punishment.  Can 
this  be  productive  of  evil  ? 

It  means,  fifthly,  that  the  tremendous  power  which  is  now 
vested  in  every  slaveholder  to  punish  his  slaves  without  trial, 
and  to  a  savage  extent,  shall  be  at  once  taken  away.  Is  this 
undesirable  ? 

It  means,  sixthly,  that  all  those  laws  which  now  prohibit  the 
instruction  of  the  slaves,  shall  instantly  be  repealed,  and  others 
enacted,  providing  schools  and  instruction  for  their  intellectual 
illumination.     Would  this  prove  .a  calamity  ? 

It  means,  seventhly,  that  the  planters  shall  employ  their  slaves 
as  free  laborers,  and  pay  them  just  wages.  Would  this  recom- 
pense infuriate  them  } 

It  means,  eigthly,  that  the  slaves,  instead  of  being  forced  to 
labor  for  the  exclusive  benefit  of  others  by  cruel  drivers,  and 
the  application  of  the  lash  upon  their  bodies,  shall  be  encour- 
aged to  toil  for  the  mutual  profit  of  themselves  and  their  employ- 
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crs,  hj  the  infasion  of  new  motives  into  their  faearts,  growing  out 
of  their  recognition  and  reward  as  men.    .Is  this  diabolical  ? 

It  means,  finally,  that  right  shall  take  the  supremacy  over 
wrong,  principle  over  brute  force,  humanity  over  cruelty,  hon- 
esty over  theft,  purity  over  lust,  honor  over  baseness,  love  over 
hatred,  and  religion  over  heathenism.     Is  this  wrong  ? 

This  is  our  meaning  of  Immediate  Abolition, 

Where  is  the  individual  in  New-England,  who  is  base  enough 
to  ayow  that,  on  thes€  terms,  he  is  hostile  to  the  liberation  of 
the  slaves  ?  who  dares  to  say,  in  a  public  and  responsible  man- 
ner,— '  I  am  still  for  giving  to  the  planters  unlimited  dominion 
over  their  slaves,  that  they  may  treat  them  like  cattle,  deprive 
them  of  instruction,  mangle,  starve  and  polhite  their  bodies,  rob 
them  of  their  earnings,  and  buy  and  sell  them  on  speculation,  as 
they  do  at  present  ?'  O  !  surely  there  is  not  that  ^wretch  in 
New-England — if  there  be,  he  is  a  monster,  •  retaining  nothing 
of  man  but  the  shape.  Where  is  the  individual  animated  with 
a  soul,  having  parents,  or  relations,  or  children,  or  friends,  who 
will  not  exclaim,  '  I  iim  for  the  rescue  of  two  millions  of  en- 
slaved countrymen  !  •  To  talk  of  the  danger  or  injustice  of  giv- 
ing them  the  protection  of  wise  and  equitable  laws,  and  reliev- 
ing them  of  their  heavy  burdens,  is  an  insult  to  my  understand- 
ing. I  contend  for  the  sacredness  of  the  marriage  relations, 
which  are  now  violated  by  oppression — for  the  restoration  of 
stolen  property  to  its  rightful  owners — for  the  enforcement  of 
that  clause  in  the  Declaration  of  Independence  which  asserts 
*'  that  all  men  are  created  equal,  that  they  are  endowed  by  their 
Creator  with  certain  inalienable  rights,  among  which  are  life, 
liberty,  and  the  pursuit  of  happiness" — and  for  the  instant  recog- 
nition of  every  American  born  citizen,  as  a  countryman  and 
brother ! '  .  • 

Having  thus  briefly  defined  the  extent  of  immediate  abolition, 
it  may  be  useful  to  state  some  of  its  probable,  nay,  positive 
benefits.  . 

It  will  remove  the  cause  of  bloodshed  and  insurrection.  No 
patrols  at  night,  no  standing  army,  will  be  longer  needed  to  keep 
the  slaves  in  awe.  The  planters  may  dismiss  their  present  fears, 
and  sleep  soundly  ;  for,  by  one  act,^  they  will  have  transformed 
their  enemies  into  grateful  friends  and  servants.  Digitized  by  Googlc 
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It  will  give  protection  to  millions  who  are  now  at  the  naercy 
of  a  few  irresponsible  masters  and  drivers  :  every  man  and  every 
woman  may  then  find  redress  at  law. 

It  will  annihilate  a  system  of  licentiousness,  incest,  blood  and 
cruelty. 

It  will  open  an  immense  market  to  our  mechanics  and  manu- 
facturers ;  for  these  two  millions  of  free  persons  will  need,  and 
will  make  every  exertion  to  obtain  hats,  bonnets,  shoes,  clothes, 
houses,  lands,  &c.  &c.,  of  which  they  are  now  to  a  great  extent, 
«nd  while  they  remain  in  bondage,  must  be  destitute. 

It  will  afford  facilities  for  educating  them  in  morals,  science 
and  literature,  tohich  can  never  be  granted  to  them  at  slaws. 

It  will  permit  us  to  sufpply  every  one  of  them  with  a  Bible, 
and  bring  them  into  the  house  of  God. 

It  will'extinguish  the  fires  of  division  between  the  North  and 
South^  and  make  the  bonds  of  our  Union  (which  is  now  held 
by  a  hair,  if  that  be  not  separated  at  this  moment)  stronger  than 
chains  of  iron. 

It  will  enable  us  to  take  the  one  hundred  thousand  infants,  who 
are  annually  born  of  slave  parents,  and  doomed  to  a  life  of  igno* 
ranee  and  servitude — place  them  in  infant  schools,  and  transfer 
them  into  primary  and  sabbath  schools  ;  from  these  into  high 
schools  and  Bible  classes  ;  and,  by  the  assistance  of  the  Holy 
Spirit,  from  Bible  classes  into  the  christian  church.  Thus  they 
will  become  ornaments  to  society — capable  men,  good  citizens, 
<ievoted  christians — instead  of  mere  animals. 

It  will  banish  the  poverty  of  the  South,  reclaim  her  barren 
soil,  and  pour  rtew  blood  into  all  her  veins  and  arteries.  The 
transformation  of  two  millions  of  sla\^e$  into  free  laborers,  ani- 
mated in  view  of  a  just  recompense  for  their  voluntary  toil,  will 
renovate  the  whole  frame  of  society.  There  is  not  a  slave 
State  but  will  exhibit  the  flush  of  returning  health,  and  feel  a 
stronger  pulse,  and  draw  a  freer  breath.  It  is,  indeed,  often 
urged  that  the  slaves,  if  freed,  v.  oulJ  not  work.  But  they,  who 
cherish  this  belief,  disre;;ard  the  nature  of  mind.  The  slaves, 
in  their  present  condiiioH,  have  surely  no  iflotives  for  exertion ; 
and  men  without  motives  are  mere  machines,  mere  animals,  to 
be  watched  and  driven  by  physical  force:  the  natural  consequence 
is,  they  are  as  indolent  as  possible  :  knowing  that,  whether  they 


toil  much  or  little,  the  fruits  of  their  labor  will  be  enjoyed  by 
their  masters,  they  are  improvident  and  lazy.  Then  comes  the 
whip  upon  their  bodies  to  make  them  industrious^  every  stroke 
of  which  puts  vengeance  into  their  hearts,  to  be  repaid,  an  eye 
for  an  eye,  a  tooth  for  a  tooth,  apd  blow  for  blow,  at  the  first 
favorable  moment.  Compensate  them  fairly  for  their  labor,  and 
every  stone  in  the  earth  would  be  a  magnet  to  attract  them. 
They  would  have  all  the  hopes,  and  desires,  and  feelings  of  men. 
And  here  it  is  proper  to  refer  to  a  wild  notion  which  is  preva- 
lent in  this  country.  Many  persons  seem  to  be  wonderfully 
perplexed  and  appalled,  in  view  of  immediate  abolition.  They 
talk  as  if  the  slaves,  on  being  liberated,  must  be  driven  into  the 
woods,  or  become  drones  or  vagabonds  in  society.  In  the 
first  place,  this  expulsion  is  physically  impracticable ;  and,  se- 
condly, the  planters  are  unable  to  dispense*  with  tlieir  labor. 
The  liberated  slaves  would  be  placed  under  wholesome  /egula- 
tions,  and  encouraged  to  act  well ;  there  would,  of  necessity^  be 
few  changes  of  masters,  but  every  thing  would  go  on  as  peace- 
ably as  in  the  case  of  the  slaves  in  St.  Domingo,  who,  for' eight 
years  after  their  liberation,  coptinued  to  work  with  untiring  in- 
dus/try,  maintaining  the  utmost  order,  and  were  only  roused  to 
deeds  of  violence  by  the  attempt  of  Napoleon  to  reduce  them 
again  to  servitude.  The  labor  .of  the  blacks  is  invaluable — the 
south  cannot  flourish  without  them  ;  and  their  expulsion  would 
bring  great  and  everiasting  reproach  upon  the  American  name. 

The  immediate  abolition  of  slavery  will  purify  the  churches 
at  the  south,  which  are  now  red  with  innocent  blood,  and  <  filled 
with  all  unrighteousness.'  It  is  impossible  that  religion  should 
prosper,  where  the  pastors  and  members  of  churches  trade  in 
the  souls  of  men.  ^  How  is  the  gold  becooie  dim  !  how  is  the 
most  fine  gold  changed  !  The  whole  head  is  sick,  and  the  whole 
heart  famt.'  Now,  abolish  slavery,  and  the  gospel  wiU  have 
free  course,  nin,  and.  be  glorified  ;  salvation  will  flow  in  a  cur- 
rent broad  and  deep ;  and  for  a  short  time  only  can  it  be  re* 
proachfuUy  said  that  there  exist  two  millions  *of  slaves  in  a 
christian  land. 

In  fincj  immediate  abolition  would  save  the  lives  of  the  plant- 
ers, enhance  the  value  of  their  lands,  promote  their  temporal 
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and  eternal  interests,  and  secure  for  them  the  benignant  smiles 
of  Heaven.  It  would  destroy  the  market  for  slaves,  and  con- 
sequently, to  a  certain  extent,  destroy  the  foreign  slave  trade ; 
for  when  the  Africans  cannot  be  sold,  they  will  not  be  3tolen. 

Whatever  ignorance  or  delusion  may  advance  to  the  contrary, 
the  guilt  of  slaveholding  is  national ;  the  evil  is  national ;  and  ^  a 
common  evil  implies  a  common  right  to  apply  a  remedy.'  We, 
of  New-England,  deeply  participate  in  the  guilt  of  oppression, 
having  early  commenced  enslaving  the  natives  of  Africa,  and  up 
to  the  last  hour  of  the  legality  of  the  traiBc,  actively  prosecuted 
the  foreign,  slave  trade.  To  the  south  we  are  now  pledging  our 
phji^ical  force,  in  case  of  insurrection,  and  giving  our  co-oper- 
ation, without  which  they  could  not  long  retain  their  victims  in 
servitude.  To  the  slaves,  therefore,  we  are  bound  to  make  re- 
paration ;  and  no  pretext  or  device  can  release  us  from  our  ob- 
ligations. *  Whoso  stoppeth  his  ears  at  the  cry  of  the  poor,  he 
also  shall  cry  himself,  but  shall  not  be  heard.' 

The  Board  of  Managers  would  solemnly  protest  against  the 
doctrine,  that  slavery  concerns  the  south  alone,  and  that  the 
people  of  the  free  States  have  no  right  to  demand  its  removal. 
They  regard  it  as  politically  and  morally  false,  calculated  to  par- 
alyze the  consciences  and  efforts  of  the  people,  and  giving  per- 
petuity to  the  system.  It  is  true  the  people  of  New-England 
cannot  legislate  for  the  southern  states  ;  that  the  national  cdm- 
pact  was  so  framed  as  to  guarantee  the  legal  possession  of  slaves  ; 
and  that  physical  interference  would  be  a  violation  of  christian 
principles.  But,  so  long  as  slaves  are  held  in  the  District  of 
Columbia  and  in  the  Territories  of  the  United  States  ;  so  long 
as  ours  is' a  representative  government,  subject  to  the  will  of  the 
people  ;  so  long  as  no  efforts  are  made  to  modify  or  repeal  the 
present  compact,  by  those  who  have  both  the  right  and  the 
power  thus  to  do  ;  so  long  as  the  interests  of  the  non-slavehold- 
ing  States  are  jeoparded  by  the  twenty-five  slave  votes  in  Con- 
gress ;  so  long  as  moral  influence,  widely  and  wisely  dissepiiu- 
ated,  is  productive  of  beneficial  results  ;  so  long  as  public  opin- 
ion is  the  lever  of  national  reform  ;  so  long  as  the  people  of 
New-England  are  liable  to  be  called  upon  to  put  down  slave  in- 
surrections at  the  south  ;  so  long  as  there  is  neither  the  liberty 
of  speech  nor  of  the  press,  on  the  subject  of  oppression,  in  a 
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large  portion  of  our  country  ;  so  long  as  southern  States  deprive 
ihe  colored  citizens  of  New-England,  who  may  visit  them,  of 
their  liberty  and  the  rights  of  citizenship  guaranteed  to  them  by 
the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  ;  so  long  as  slavery  mars 
the  harmony,  divides  the  policy,  retards  the  prosperity,  and  fear- 
fully threatens  the  existence  of  the  nation  ;  so  long  as  the  com- 
mands of  Jesus  remain  binding  upon  all  men,  *  Whatsoever  ye 
•would  that  men  should  do  to  you,  do  ye  even  so  to  them,'  *  Thou 
shalt  love  thy  neighbor  as  thyself;  so  long  as  there  remains 
any  flesh  in  our  hearts,  any  physical   or  moral  affinity  between 
nsa  nd  our  enslaved  brethren,  any  love  to  God  or  man  in  oiir 
souls  ;  it  never  can  be  true  that  the  people  of  New-Englan4  are 
not  bound  to  use  their  moral  and  political  power  to  overthrow 
slavery  in  the  United  States. 

While  the  Anti-Slavery  Society  makes  the  emancipation  of 
all  the  slaves  in  this  country  the  primary  object  of  its  organiza- 
tion, it  aims  to  achieve  a  noble  work  of  beneficence,  in  regard 
to  the  free  people  of  color.  The  condition  of  this  unfortunate 
class,  although  perceptibly  improving,  is  eminently  deserving  of 
compassion  and  alleviation.  To  effect  the  repeal  of  these  laws, 
which,  in  the  several  States,'  press  them  down  to  the  earth,  and 
exclude  them  from  d  full  exercise  of  their  rights  as  freemen  ;  to 
procure  for  them  mechanical  trades,  and  reputable  pursuits,  by 
which  they  may  become  highly  useful  to  the  country,  and  ban- 
ish their  general  poverty  ;  to  encourage  and  assist  them  in  all 
laudable  efforts  for  their  moral  and  intellectual  improvement  ; 
to  provide  schools,  from  the  lowest  to  the  highest  grade,  for 
their  education  ;  and  to  exterminate  those  prejudices  which  now 
reign  with  such  tyrannous  sway  against  them  ;  these  are  pur- 
poses, for  the  accomplishment  of  which  the  New-England  Anti- 
Slavery  Society  is  pledged  to  spare  no  efforts. 

The  Managers  cpnsider  the  removal  of  the  free  colored  pop- 
ulation of  the  United  States  to  the  coast  of  Africa — to  a  land 
of  darkness  and  barbarism — ^for  the  purpose  of  giving  them  lit- 
erary, scientific  and  moral  advantages,  as  highly  reproachful  to 
the  good  name  and  fame  of  this  great  nation,  preposterous  in  its 
object,  and  palpably  unjust.  This  is  a  christian  land ;  crowded 
with  churches,  schools  and  colleges  ;  the  abode  of  science  and 
the  arts ;  basking  in  the  effulgence  of  the   Sun  pQJ[^|l 
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ness  ;  the  asylum  of  the  degraded  and  oppressed  of  other  na- 
tioDS  ;  renowned  for  its  literary  and  civil  institutions  ;  possess- 
ing, far  beyond  any  other,  country,  t^ie  means  of  elevating  the 
benighted  mind  of  man  ;  and  abundantly  able  to  supply  ^U  the. 
physical,  intellectual  and  religious  necessities  of  its  population. 
Now  to  expatriate  the  free  people  of  color  to  Africa,  a  continent 
more  completely  enveloped  in  gloom  than  any  other,  '  which  is 
full  of  the  habitations  of  cruelty,'  and  which  is  utterly  destitute^ 
in  order  to  i^ise  them  in  intelligence  and  dignity,  is  not  only  a 
burlesque  upon  moral  enterprises,  but  the  acme  of  folly.  The 
reason,  too,  which  is  given  by  the  Colonization  Society  for  this 
expulsion,  is  monstrous  ;  and  as  often  as  it  is  urged  in  any  of 
its  reports,  or  in  its  official  organ,  or  by  any  of  its  itinerants, 
should  fill  the  readers  and  hearers  of  the  base  libel  with  indigna- 
tion. It  is — that  the  American  people  are  so  incorrigibly  vile, 
so  lost  to  all  sense  of  shame,  so  far. beyond  repentance,  so  pro- 
scriptive  in  their  feelings,  so  filled  with  all  malice,  prejudice, 
and  hate,  that,  to  the  latest  generation,  they  will  not  cease  to 
treat  their  free  colored  countrymen  in  the  most  tyrannous  and 
dastardly  manner,  unless  they  are  separated  by  a  breadth  of  four 
thousand  miles.  And  in  order  to  vindicate  this  ungodly  spirit, 
the  Managers  of  the  American  Colonization.  Society,  in  their 
last  Annual  Report,  utter  this  blasphemy  ;  '  The  Managers  con- 
sider it  clear  that  causes  exist,  and  are  operating  to  prevent  their 
improvement  iind  elevation  to  any  considerable  extent  as  a  class, 
in  this  country,  which  are  fixed,  not  only  beyond  the  control  of 
the  friends  of  humanity,  but  op  any  human  power.  Chris- 
tianity will  not  do  for  them  here,  what  it  will  do  for  them  in 
Africa.  This  is  not  the  fault  of  the  colored  man,  nor  of  the 
while  man,  nor  of  Christianity  ;  but  an  ordination  of  Providence, 
and  no  more  to  be  changed  than  the  laws  of  JSTature.^ 

In  other  words,  when  God  shall  please  to  make  their  com- 
plexion like  ours,  then  we  shall  be  able  to  cease  from  our  ha- 
tred, contumely  and  oppression — and  not  till  then. 

With  the  doctrines,  principles  aujd  designs  of  the  American 
Colonization  Society,  the  New-England  Anti- Slavery  Society 
liolds  no  fellowship — viewing  them  as  utterly  subversive  of  sound 
morality  and  the  law  of  brotherly  Jove,  and  calculated  to  inflame 
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aod  streDgtben  those  prejudices  which  have  so  long  operated 
against  the  free  colored  population  of  the  United  States.  *  Sub- 
mitting the  motives  of  those  who  support  the  scheme  of  African 
Colonization  to  the  inspection  of  Him  who  alone  '  searcheth  the 
heart  and  trieth  the  reins,'  and  cheerfully  exonerating  the  people 
of  the  free  States,  generally,  from  any  design  to  persecute  or 
enslave  the  people  of  color  in  this  land,  the  Managers  proceed 
to  statCj  as  comprehensibly  as  possible,  some  of  the  reasons 
which  lead  abolitionists  to  oppose  the  American  Colonization 
Society. 

They  denounce  and  oppose  it — 

1.  Because  (as  has  already  been  shown)  it  denies  the  power 
of  the  gospel  to  overcome  prejudice,  and  maintains  that  no  moral 
or  educational  means  can  ever  raise  the  colored  population  from 
their  degradation  to  respectability  and  usefulness  in  this  coun^ 
try.  (M  By  inculpating  this  disgraceful  doctrine,  it  measurably 
paralyzes,  in  the  breasts  of  those  who  embrace  it,  all  efforts  to 
improve  the  character  and  condition  of  this  unfortunate  class.  * 

(1)  Vide  Fifteenth  Annual  Report.* 

'  In  every  part  of  the  United  States,  there  ia  a  broad  and  impasaable  line  of 
demarcation  between  every  man  who  has  one  drop  of  African  blood  in  his  veins, 
and  every  other  c^^ms  in  the  commanity.  The  habits,  the  feelings,  all  the  pre- 
jadices  of  society — prejudices  which  neither  refinement,  nor  argument,  nor  ed* 
ueation,  NOR  RELIGION  ITSELF,  can  sobdoe— mark  the  people  of  color, 
whether  bond  or  free,  as  the  subjects  of  a  degradation  inevitable  and  incurable. 
The  African  in  this  country  belongs  by  birth  to  the  very  lowest  station  in  socie- 
ty ;  and  from  that  station  HE  CAN  NEVER  RISE,  be  hia  talents,  his  enter^ 
prise,  his  Dirtueg  what  they  may  .  .  .  They  eonstitate  a  class  by  them- 
selves— a  class  out  of  which  no  individual  can  be  elevated,  and  below  which 
none  can  be  depressed.* — [African  Repository,  vol.  iv.  pp.  118,  119.] 

*yfe  have  endeavored,  but  endeavored  in  vain,  to  restore  them  either  to  self- 
respect,  or  to  the  respect  of  others  (!!!)  It  is  not  our  fault  that  we  hav4 
failed ;  ( ! !  !)  it  is  not  theirs.  It  has  resulted  from  a  cause  over  which 
neither  we,  nor  they,  can  ever  have  control  [that  is  to  say,  they  have  color- 
ed their  skins  !  !  !]  Here,  therefore,  they  must  be  for  ever  debased ;  more 
than  this,  they  most  be  for  ever  useless  ;  more  even  than  this,  they  must  be 
FOR  EVER  A  NUISANCE,  from  which  it  were  a  blessing  for  society  to  be  rid. 
And  yet  Ihey,  AND  THEY  ONLY,  are  qualified  for  colonizing  Africa* 
(!  •  !)--[Idera,  vol.  t.  p.  276.] 

'  They  constantly  bear  the  accents,  and  behold  the  triumphs,  of  a  liberty  to  AteA 
here  they  can  never  enjoy,*  .  .  ..  *  It  u  against  this  increase  of  colored 
persons,  who  take  but  a  nominal  freedom  here,  and  cannot  rise  from  their  dc" 
graded  condition,  that  this  Society  attempts  to-provide.* — [Idem,  vi.  pp.  17, 82.] 

'  Is  it  not  wise,  then,  for  the  free  people  of  color  and  their  friends  to  admit,* 
what  cannot  reasonably  be  doubted,  that  the  people  of  color  must,  in  this  ^ 
country,  remain  for  ages,  PROBABLY  FOR  EVER,  a  separate  and' 
inferior  caste,  weighed  down  bv  caoses,  powerful ,  nuTersal,  inevhable  ;  which 
•either  legialation  nor  CHRISTIANITY  can  remove  ."—[Idem,  vol.  tiL^.  196.], 
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d.  Because  it  not  only  is  not  hostile  to  slavery,  but  in  its  re- 
ports and  in  its  official  organ,  and  by  its  auxiliary  societies  and 
priucipal  supporters,  exouorates  slaveholders  from  guilt,  and 
represents  their  criminality  as  their  misfortune.  (2) 

3.  Because  it  surrenders  the  great  principle,  that  roan  cannot 
justly  bold  property  in  man,  and  regards  the  wresting  of  the 
slaves  from  their  masters  as  great  an  outrage  as  the  invasion,  of 
the  right  of  property  in  houses,  cattle  and  land.  (^) 

4.  Beqause  it  openly,  actively,  uncompromisingly  denounces 
the  immediate  abolition  of  slavery  as  injustice  to  the  masters,  t 
calamity  to  the-  slaves,  dangerous  to  society,  and  contrary  to  the 
requirements  of  Christianity.  C'*) 

(2)  '  Slaverj  is  id  evil  which  is  •otailed  upon  the  present  generatiea  ofsIsT*- 
holders,  which  they  mast  saffer,  whether  they  will  or  not,* — [African  Repof- 
itorj,  vol.  V.  p.  17'l^.] 

•  It  [the  Society]  condemns  no  man  because  he  is  a  slaveholder,'*  ♦  •  • 
'They  [abolitionints]  ceonroond  the  misfortunes  of  one  generation  with  th« 
crimes  of  another,  and  woald  sacrifice  both  individoal  and  public  good  to  an 
unsubstantial  theory  of  the  rights  of  man.* — [Idem,  vol.  vii.  pp.  200,  202.] 

'Thd  existence  of  slaver/  among  as,  thoigh  not  at  all  to  be  objected  to  our 
■onthern  brethren  as  a  faulty  is  yet  a  blot  on  oor  national  character  and  a  migh- 
ty drawback  from  onr  national  strength.' — [Second  Annoal  Report  of  the  N.  Y. 
State  Col.  Society.] 

'  They  do  not  perceive  the  propriety  of  confounding  the  crime  of  the  kidnap- 
per, with  the  misfortune  of  the  owner  of  imported  and  inherited  slaves.' — 
[North  American.  Review,  for  Jaly,  1832.] 

(3)  *  We  hold  their  slaves,  as  we  hold  their  other  property,  •▲crxd.'— 
[African  Repository,  vol.  i.  p.  283.] 

'  Does  this  Society  wbh  to  meddle  with  oar  slaves  as  oor  rightful propertyt 
I  answer  no,  I  think  not.' — Tdem,  vol.  ii.  p.  18.] 

*  It  is  equally  plain  and  undeniable  that  the  Society,  in  the  prosecution  of  this 
work,  has  never  interfered  or  evinced  even  a  disposition  to  interfere  in  any  way 
with  the  rights  of  proprietors  of  slaves.* — [Idem,  vol.  vi.  p.  206.] 

'  To  the  slaveholder,  who  had  charged  upon  them  the  wicked  design  of  inter- 
fering with  the  RIGHTS  op  property  under  the  specious  pretext  of  removing 
a  vicious  and  dangerous  free  population,  they  address  themselves  in  a  tone  of 
eonciliation  and  sympathy.  We  know  yoar  rights,  sa}  they,  and  we  respect 
them,* — [Idem,  vol.  vii.  p.  100.] 

*  It  was  proper  again  and  again  to  repeat,  that  it  was  far,  from  the  intention 
•f  the  Society  to  affect  in  auT  manner,  the  tenure  by  which  a  certain  species  of 
property  is  held.  He  was  himself  a  slaveholder  ;  and  he  considered  that 
kind  of  property  as  inviolable  as  any  other  in  the  country,* — [Speech  of 
Henry  Clay — First  Annual  Report.] 

(4)  « The  scope  of  the  Society  is  lai]|e  enough,  bat  it  is  in  no  wise  mingled  or 
eonfounded  with  the  broad  sweeping  views  of  a  few  fanatics  in  America,  who 
would  urge  us  on  to  the  sadden  and  total  abolitien  of  slavery.' — [African  Re- 
pository, vol.  iii.  p.  97;] 

•  What  is  to  be  done  ?  Immediate  and  nniyersal  emanoipation  will  find  few, 
if  any  advoeatea  among  jodieioas  and  reflaptin^  men.'  •  •  •  •  Here,  that  ni# 
ii  in  every  form  a  eone,  and  if  tb«  ayatero,  ao  Teng  eontended  fw  ^  the  oneom- 
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5,  Because  it  advocates  a  cautious,  partial,  gradual  emasci* 
pation — ^thus  allowing  that  k  is  not  incumbent  on  all  oppressors 
to  do  justly  and  Jove  mercj  now,  and  that  it  is  proper  to  cease 
from  robbery  and  sin  by  a  slow  proces^^  (^) 

d.  Because,  while  it  professes  to  remove  those  emigrants 
only  who  go  *  with  their  own  consent '  to  Africa,  it  is  the  instru- 
ment of  a  erael  persecution  against  the  free  people  of  color,  by 
its  abuse  of  their  character,  representing  them  as  seditious,  daa- 
gerous  and  useless  :  it  contends,  moreover,  that  emancipation 
should  not  take  place  without  the  simultaneous  transportation  of 
the  liberated — thus  leaving  to  the  slave  the  choice  of  banishment 
or  perpetual  servitude,  i^) 

promising  aboiitionist^  coald  prevail,  its  effect  woold  be  to  spread  discord  and 
devastatioQ  from  one  end  of  the  Uaion  to  the  other. *^— [Idem,,  vol.  ir.  pp»  202, 
868.] 

*  Were  the  very  spirit  ef  angelic  charity  to  perrade  and  fill  the  hearts  of  all- 
the  slaveholders  in  our  land,  it  would  by  no  means  require  that  alt  the  slavof 
should  be  instaotaneouflly  liberated.* — [Idem,  vol.  v.  p.  329.] 

'  The  Society,  meeting  the  objections  of  the  abolition  enthusiast,  in  a  like 
spirit  of  mildness  and  forbearance,  assures  him  of  their  equal  devotion  to  the  pnre 
principles  of  liberty  and  the  powerful  claims  of  humanity.  ...  *  We  protest^ 
most  solemnly  protest,  against  the  adoption  of  your  views,  as  alike  destructive 
of  the  ends  of  justice,  of  policy,  and  of  humanity.'  .  .  .  *  Come,  ye  aboli- 
tionists, away  with  your  wildC  enthusiasm^  youi:  misguided  philanthropy.* — 
[Idem,  vol.  vii.  p.  101.] 

*  The  inhabitants  of  the  South  cannot,  and  ought  not,  suddenfy  to  emanctpate 
their  slaves,  to  remain  among  them  free.  Such  a  measure  would  be  no  blessing 
to  the  slaves,  but  the  very  madness  of  self-destruction  to  thewhitM. — [First  Aa- 
noal  Report  of  the  New-Jersey  Colonization  Society.] 

(5)  Vide  the  evidence  given  in  support  of  the  4tn  allegation. 

(6)  '  That  the  free  colored  populationof  our  country  is  a  great  and  constant- 
ly increasing  evil  must  be  readily  acknowledged.  Averse  to  labor,  with  no  in* 
centives  to  industry  or  motives  to  self-respect,  they  maintain  a  precarious  exist- 
ence by  petty  the(\s  and  plunder,  themselves,  or  by  inciting  our  domestics,  not 
free,  to  reb  their  owners  to  supply  their  wants.' — [African  Repository,  vol.  vi. 
p.   135.] 

*  Placed  midway  between  freedom  and  slavery,  they  know  neither  the  incen- 
tives of  the  one,  nor  the  restraints  of  the  other;  but  are  alike  injurious  by  their 
conduct  and  example,  to  all  other  classes  of  society.' — [Eighth  Annual  Report.] 

*  No  schema  of  abolition  will  meet  my  support,,  that  leaves  the  emancipated 
blacks  among  us.' — [ACrican  Repository,  vol.  ii.  p.  188.] 

'  We  would  say,  liberate  them  only  on  condition  of  their  going  to  Jlfrita 
or  to  Hayti/ — [Idem,  vol,  iii.  p.  26.] 

*  /  am  not  complaining  of  the  owners  of  slaves  ;  it  would  be  as  humane 
to  throw  them  from  the  decks  in  the  middle  passage,  as  to  set  them  free  in  our 
country.'  ♦  ♦  •  *  *^^y  scheme  of  emancipation  without  colonization,  they 
know  and  see  and  feel  to  be  productive  of  nothing  but  evil  ;  evil  to  all  whom  it 
affects  :  to  the  white  population,  to  the  slaves,  to  the  manumitted  themselves,* 
— [Idem,  vol.  iv.  pp.  226,  800.] 

*  Hundreds  who  hold  slaves,  would  willingly  set  them  at  liberty,  were  th« 
means  of  their  removal  provided.  And  till  those  means  are  provided,  the  lib- 
eration tf  the  slave  woold  neither  b«  a  blessing  to  himself,  nor  to  the^blio.'  j 
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7.  Because  it  confesses  that  its  measures  are  calcuhited  to 
secure  the  slave-system  from  destruction,  to  remove  the  appre* 
bensions  of  slaveholders,  to  increase  the  value  of  slave  property; 
and  thus  to  perpetuate  the  thraldom  of  millions  of  native  Amer- 
caos.  C^)     The  proposition  is  self-evident,  that  as  the  number  of 

,  «  .  .  '  It  18  not  therefore  mcombeDt  upon  those  who  hold  slaves,  to  set  them 
«t  liberty,  till  some  means  are  provided  for  their  removal,  or  at  least  for  their 
fliibc>i8tenee.  They  owe  it  neither  to  themselves,  to  their  country,  nor  the  unfor- 
tunate beings  aronnd  them.' — [Tdem,.Tol.  v.  p.  89,] 

'  If  this  qoestion  were  submitted,  whether  there  should  be  either  immediate 
or  gradual  emancipation  of  all  the  slaves  in  the  United  States,  vjithoul  their 
removal  or  colonization,  painful  as  it  is  to  express  the  opinion^  /  have  no 
doubt  that  it  would  he  unwise  to  /emancipate  them,*  •  •  *  <  Gentlemen  of 
the  highest  respectability  from  tbb  South  assure  us,  that  there  is  among  the  own- 
ers of  slaves  a  very  extensive  and  increasing  desire  to  emancipate  them.  Their 
patriotism,  their  humanity,  na^,  their  self-interest,  prompt  to  this  ;  but  it  is  not 
•xpedientj  it  is  not  safe  to  do  it,  without  being  able  to  remove  them.* — [Idem, 
vol.  vl.  pp.  6,  11 0«] 

^The  idea  of  emancipating  our  slaves*  and  permitting  them  to  remain  with' 
4n  the  limits  of  the  United  States,  .whether  as  a  measure  of  humanity  or  of 
policy,  is  most  decisively  rc^probated  hj  universal  public  sentiment.' — [Idem, 
vol.  vfi.  p.  280.] 

^  An  emancipation,  to  however  small  an  extent,  which  permits  the  persons 
emancipated  to  remain  in  this  country,  is  an  evil,  which  must  increase  with 
the  increase  of  the  operation.' — [First  Annual  Report.] 

f  They  will  annex  the  <condition  that  the  emancipated  shall  leave  the  coun^ 
try, — [Second  Annual  Report.] 

'  They  require  that  the  whole  mass  of  free  persons  of  color,  and  those  wh« 
may  become  such  with  the  consent  of  their  ownecs,  should  be  progressively 
removed  from  among  us,  as  fast  as  their  own  consent  can  be  obtained,  and  as 
the  means  can  be  found  for  their  removal  and  for  their  proper  establishment  in 
Africa.' — [Seventh  Annual  Report.]  . 

*  Colonization,  to  be  correct,  must  be  beyond  seas — Emancipation,  with  the 
liberty  to  remain  on  this  side  of  the  Atlantic,  is  but  an  act  of  dreamy 
madness  !  * — [Thirteenth  Annual  Report.]' 

'  Emancipation,  without  removal  from  the  country,  is  out  of  the  ques' 
Hon,*  *  *  *  '  As  long  as  our  present  feelings  and  prejudices  exist,  the  aboiitioa 
of  slavery  cannot  be  accomplished  without  the  removal  of  the  blacks — tfiey 
cannot  be  emancipated  as  a  people,  and  remain  among  us,* — [Second  An- 
nual Report  of  the  New- York  State  Colonization  Society.] 

'The  abolition  of  slavery  was  no  object  of  desire  to  him,  unless  accom^ 
panted  bv  colonization.  So  far  was  he  from  desiring  it,  unaccompanied  by 
this  condition,  that  he  would  not  live  in  a  country  where  the  one  took  place 
without  the  other '  /  /  / — [Mr.  Mercer's  Speech  in  Congress.] 

*  The  Society  maintains^  that  no  slave  ought  to  receive  his  liberty  except  on 
condition  of  being  excluded*  not  merely  from  the  State  which  sets  him  loose, 
but  from  the  whole  country ;  that  i»,  of  being  colonized.' — [North  American 
Review,  for  July,  1882.] 

(7.)  <  So  far  from  being  connected  with  the  abolition  of  slavery,  the  measure 
proposed  would  prove  one  of  the  greatest  securities  to  enable  the  master  to 
keep  in  possession  his  own  property,* — [Speech  of  John  Randolph  at  the  first 
meeting  of  the  Colonization  Society.] 

*  The  slave  seeing  hb  free  companion  live  in  idleness,  «r  iubsist  however  Man- 
tjly  or  precariously  by  occasional  hnd  deeukory  employment,  is  apt4o  growjdis- 
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the  slaves  becomes  reduced  by  traDsportation,  tbe  i^bole  remain- 
ing mass  will  rise  in  yalue,  and  may  be  held  more  securely  in 
bondage. 

contented  with  bit  own  condition,  and  to  regard  as  t/ranny  and  injustice  tbe  aa« 
thoritj  which  compols  him  to  labor.' — [General  Harper's  Letter — First  Annoal 
Roport,  p.  82.] 

*  The  slaves  would  be  greatly  henofittcd  by  the  reoooTal  of  tbe  free  blacks,  who 
now  corropt  them  and  render  them  discontented.' — [Second  An.  Report.] 

*  Their  annoal  increase  b  traly  astonishing,  certainly  nnezampled.  The  dan- 
gerous ascendency  which  they  have  already  acquired  over,  the  slaves,  is  conse- 
quently increasing  with  every  addition  to  their  numbers  ;  and  every  addition  to 
their  numbers  is  a  subtraction  from  the  wealth,  and  strength,  and  character,  and 
happiness,  and  safety  of  the  country.' — [Twelfth  Annual  Report.] 

*  We  ajl  know  the  effects  produced  on  our  slaves  by  the  fascinating,  but  delu- 
sive appearance  of  happiness,  exhibited  in  some  persons  of  their  own  complex- 
ion, roaming  in  idleness  and  vice  among  them.  By  removing  the  most  fruitful 
•oorce  of  discontent  from  among  our  slaves,  we  should  render  them  more  indot- 
trioos  and  attentive  to  our  commands.' — [Fourteenth  Annual  Report.] 

*  What  b  the  free  black  to  tho  slave  ?  A  standing  perpetual  incitement  to  die- 
content.  Thoiigh  the  condition  of  the  slave  be  a  thousand  times  the  best — 
•opplied,  protected,  instead  of  destitute  and  desolate — yet,  tbe  folly  of  the  \;od- 
ditbn,  held  to  involuntary  labor,  finds,  always,  allurement,  in  the  spectacle  of 
exemption  from  it,  without  consideration  of  the  adjuncts  of  destitution  and  mb- 
ory.  The  slave  would  have,  then,  little  excitement  to  dbcontent  but  for  the  free 
black.'— [Fifteenth  Annual  Report.] 

<  By  removing  these  people,  we  rid  ourselves  of  a  large  party  who  will  alwayi 
be  ready  to  assbt  our  slaves  in  any  mischievous  design  which  they  may  conceive  ; 
and  who  are  better  able,  by  their  intelligence,  and  the  facilities  of  their  commu- 
nication, to  bring  those  designs  to  a  successful  termination.' — [African  Reposi- 
tory, vol.  1.  p.  176.] 

*  Here,  the  African  part  of  our  population  bears  so  large  a  proportion  to  the 
reeidoe  of  European  origin,  as  to  create  the  most  lively  apprehension,  especially 
In  eome  quarters  of  the  Union.  Any  project,  therefore,  by  which,  in  a  material 
degree,  the  dangerous  element  in  the  general  mass  can  be  diminished  or  render- 
ed stationary,  deserves  deliberate  consideration.' — [Idem,  vol.  ii.  p.  838.] 

*  To  remove  these  persons  from  among  us,  will  increase  the  usefulness,  and 
improve  the  moral  character  of  those  who  remain  in  servitude,  and  with  whose 
labors  the  country  is  unable  to  dispense,*  ♦  ♦  *  *^Are  they  vipers,  who  are 
sucking  our  blood  7  we  will  hurl  them  from  us.  It  b  not  sympathy  alone, — 
not  sickly  sympathy,  no,  nor  manly  sympathy  either, — which  is  to  act  on  us  ; 
h^t  vital  policy,  self-interest,  are  also  enlisting  themselves  on  tbe  humane  side 
in  our  breasts.' — [Idem,  vol.  iii.  pp.  67,  201.] 

*  It  places  the  attainment  of  the  grand  object  in  view,  that  b,  to  withdraw 
from  the  United  States  annually,  so  many  of  the  colored  population,  and  provide 
them  a  comfortable  home  and  all  the  advantages  of  civilization  in  Africa,  as  will 
make  the  number  here  remain  stationary,*  *  •  •  «  By  thus  repressing  tho 
npid  increase  of  blacks,  the  white  population  would  be  enabled  to  reach  and 
•oon  overtop  them.  The  consequence  would  be  security. '-^[Idem,  vol.  iv.  pp. 
271,  844.] 

'  They  constitute  a  large  mass  of  human  beings,  who  hang  as  a  vile  excret- 
cence  upon  society— the  objects  of  a  low  debasing  envy  to  our  slaves,  and  to 
onrselvee  of  universal  suspicion  and  distrust.'  ^  '^  *  <  If  this  process  were  con- 
tinaod  a  second  term  of  duplication,  it  would  produce  the  extraordinary  result  of 
forty  white  men  to  one  black  in  the  conntry — i  state  of  things  in  which  wo 
•honid  not  only  eoaeo  to  fool  tho  bnrdens  which  now  hang  so  heavily  npon  ns, 
but  actmally  regard  th^poor  Afrioan  as  an  objoot  of  cirioeity,  and  not  uneasiness.' 
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8.  Because  it  was  coDceived,  perfected,  and  is  managed  prin- 
cipally by  those  who  hold  thousands  of  their  fellow  creatures  in 
cruel  bondage,  regarding  them  as.  cattle,  and  shamelessly  refu- 

•  *  *  '  Jlaooghy  under  favorable  circa  instances,  might  be  removed  for  a  few 
racaMsiTe  years — if  joang  females  were  encouraged  to  go — to  keep  the  whole 
eolored  population  in  check.' — [Idem,  vol.  vii.  pp.  230,  232,  246. J 

*  They  are  well  calculated  to  render  the  slaves  sullen,  discontented,  onbappj, 
and  refractory.' — [Matthew  Carey's  Essays.] 

*  Bot  is  it  not  certain,  that  should  the  people  of  the  Southern  States  refuse  to 
adopt  the  opinions  of  the  Colonisation  Society,  [relative  to  the  gradual  abolition 
of  slavery,]  and  continue  to  consider  it  both  just  and  politic  to  leave,  untouched, 
a  system,  for  the  termination  of  which,  we  think  the  whole  wisdom  and  .energy 
of  the  States  should  be'put  in  requisition,  that  they  will  CONTRIBUTE  MORE 
EFFECTUALLY  TO  THE  CONTINUANCE  AND  STRENGTH  OF  THIS 
SYSTEM,  by  removin^r  those  now  free,  than  by  any  or  all  other  methods  which 
can  possibly  be  devised  ?' — [African  Repository,  vol.  i.  p^  227.] 

*  THE  EXECUTION  OF  ITS  SCHEME  WOULD  AUGMENT  INSTEAD 
OF  DIMINISHING  THE  VALUE  OF  THE  PROPERTY  LEFT  BEHIND.' 
— [Idem,  Tol.  ii.  p.  344.] 

*  The  removal  of  every  single  free  black  in  America,  would  be  productive  of 
nothing  but  safety  to  the  slaveholder.' — [Idem,  vol.  iii.  p.  202.] 

'The  tendency  of  the  scheme,  and  one  of  its  objects,  is  to  secure  slave- 
holders, AND  THE  WHOLE  SOUTHERN  COUNTRY,  against  Certain  cvil  con- 
sequences, growing  out  of  the  present  threefold  mixture  of  our  population.' — 
[Address  of  the  Rockbridge  Col.  Society. — Idem,  vol.  iv.  p.  274.] 

*  If ,  as  is  most  confidently  believed,  the  colonization  of  the  free  people  of  color 
will  render  the  slave  who  remains  in  America  more  obedient,  more  faithful,  more 
honest,  and,  consequently,  more  useful  to  his  master,  &c' — [Second  Ann.  Rep.] 

« There  is  but  one  way,  [to  avert  danger,]  but  that  might  be  made  effectual, 
fortunately  !  It  was  to  PROVIDE  AND  KEEP  OPEN  A  DRAIN  FOR  THE 
EXCESS  BEYOND  THE  OCCASIONS  OF  PROFITABLE  EMPLOYMENT. 
Mr.  Archer  had  been  stating  the  case  in  the  supposition,  that  after  the  present 
elaM  of  free  blacks  had  been  exhausted,  by  the  operation  of  the  plan  he  was 
raeommending,  others  would  be  supplied  for  its  action,  in  the  proportion  of  the 
txcess  of  colored  population  it  would  be  necessary  to  throw  off^  by  the 
process  of  voluntary  manumission  or  sale.  This  effect,  must  result  inevitably  from 
the  depreciating  value  of  the  slaves,  ensuing  their  disproportionate  multiplication. 

The  depreciation  would  be  relieved  and  retarded  at  the  same  time,  by  the  pro- 
cess. The  two  operations  would  aid  reciprocally,  and  sustain  each  other,  and 
both  be  in  the  highest  degree  beneficial.  It  was  on  the  ground  of  interest, 
therefore,  the  most  indisputable  pecuniary  interest,  that  he  addressed  himself 
to  the  people  and  Legislatures  of  the  slaveholding  States.' — [Speech  of  Mr. 
Archer. — Filleenth  Annual  Report.] 

*  None  are  obliged  to  follow  our  example  ;  AND  TH6SE  WHO  DO  NOT, 
WILL  FIND  THE  VALUE  OF  THEIR  NEGROES  INCREASED  BY  THE 
DEPARTURE  OF  OURS.'— [An  advocate  of  colonization  in  the  Western  <Ky.) 
Lmninary.] 

<  So  far  from  its  having  a  dangerous  tendency,  when  properly  considered,  it 
will  he  viewed  as  an  ctdditional guard  to  our  peculiar  species  of  property,* 
-»[An  advocate  of  the  Society  in  the  New  Orleans  Argus.] 

'The  slaveholder,  who  is  in  danger  of  having  his  slaves  contaminated  by  their 
frea  friends  of  color,  will  not  only  be  relieved  from  this  danger,  but  THE  VALUE 
OF  HIS  SLAVE  WILL  BE  ENHANCED.'— [A  new  and  interesting  view  af 
SltTary.    By  Hnmaikitas,  a  colonization  advocate.    Baltimore,  1820.] 
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sing  to  let  them  go  free  ;  i^)  and  while  they  thus  estimate  and 
treat  their  miserable  victims,  it  is  a  gross  fallacy  for  them  to 
pretend  that  they  cherish  any  regard  for  the  welfare  of  the  free 
people  of  color.  They  dare  to  call  the  rational  creatures  of 
the  Most  High  their  property^  and  pertinaciously  persist  in  their 
deeds  of  violence  and  robbery.  '  By  their  fruits  ye  shall  know 
them.'  As  consistently  might  the  distillers,  importers,  and  re- 
tailers of  ardent  spirits  unite  to  banish  intemperance  from  the 
land,  by  colonizing  all  the  drunkards^  and  still  continue  to  poison 
all  classes  of  society  ;  as  well  might  debauchees  associate  to- 
gether to  rid  the  country  of  a  'great  moral  evil,'  by  removing 
some  of  the  victims  of  their  lust ;  as  for  slaveholders  to  conspire 
for  the  banishment  of  our  free  colored  population,  under  the 
mask  of  disinterested  philanthropy,  while  they  are  daily  plun- 
dering their  slaves  of  every  thing  precious  and  sacred.  The 
spectacle  is  truly  revolting. 

(8.)  *  What  greater  pledge  can  we  give  for  the  moderatioa  and  safety  of  oor 
measores  than  oar  own  interesta  at  slaveholders^  and  the  ties  that  bind  os  to  the 
ilaveholding  commnnitiea  to  which  we  belong  ?' — [Speech  of  Mr.  Key. — Elev- 
enth Aunoal  Report.] 

*  The  earnestness  with  which  the  Legislature  [of  Virginia]  prosecated  their 
design  [of  colonizing  the  free  blacks,]  may  be  inferred  from  the  fact,  that  the 
Executive  was  requested  to  adopt  measures  of  the  same  character  with  those  just 
mentioned,  at  three  several  times  anterior  to  1816.  But  all  these,  it  should  be 
observed,  were  private  proceedings  ;  and  the  injunction  of  secresy  has  not 
been  removed,  so  far  as  we  know,  to  this  day,  excepting  as  to  the  fact  that  such 
proceedings  took  place.  The  first  public  expression  of  sentiment  upon  the  sub- 
ject of  colonization  was  also  made.&y  the  same  body.  This  was  in  Dec.  1816.* 
.  .  .  "The  system  originated  in  the  wisdom  of  the  Ancient 
Dominion.  It  was  generously  countenanced  by  Georgia  in  its  earliest  stages. 
Maryland  has  done  more  for  it  than  all  the  other  States.  Kentucky  and  Tennes- 
see have  declared  themselves  ready  to  support  'any  legitimate  interposition  of 
the  General  Government  in  its  favor.  Louisiana  and  Mississippi  aro  beginning 
to  act  vigorously.' — [North  American  Review,  for  July,  1832.] 

'  The  second  objection  may  be  resolved  into  this  ;  that  the  Society,  under  the  ' 
specious  pretext  of  removing  a  vicious  and  noxious  population,  is  secretly  under- 
mining the  rights  of  private  property.  This  is  the  objection  expressed  in  its  full 
force,  and  if  your  memorialists  could  for  a  moment  believe  it  to  be  true  in  point 
of  fact,  they  would  never,  slaveholders  as  they  are,  have  associated  themselves 
together  for  the  purpose  of  co-operating  with  the  Parent  Society  ;  and  far  less 
would  they  have  appeared  in  the  character  in  which  they  now  do,  before  the 
legislative  bodies  of  a  slAveholding  State.' — Memorial  of  the  Auxiliary  Coloni- 
zation Society  of  Powhatan,  to  the  Legislature  of  yirginia.~[TweIfth  Annual 
Report.] 

*  Nothing  has  contributed  more  to  retard. the  operations  of  the  Colonization 
Society  than  the  mistaken  notion  that'  it  interferes  directly  with  slavery.  This 
objection  is  rapidly  vanishing  away,  and  many  of  the  slaveholdiog  States  are  be- 
coming efficient  supporters  of  the  national  society.*— [From  a  Tract  issued  by 
the  Massachusetts  Colonization  Society  in  1881,  for  gratuitous  distribution.] 
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9.  Because  it  is  Janus-faced,  presenting  one  aspect  at  the 
South,  and  another  entirely  different  to  the  North.  Sometimes 
it  is  represented  by  its  pub1icatit)ns  aud  supporters  as  the  only 
scheme  adapted  to  abolish  slavery  and  the  slave  trade,  and  evan- 
gelize Africa  ;  at  other  tiroes  it  denies  that  it  has  any  reference 
to  either  of  these  objects,  but  is  simply  endeavoring  to  remove 
such  free  persons  of  color  as  wish  to  emigrate  to  Africa*  P) 

'  Yoar  memorialists  refer  with  confidence  to  the  conrse  they  have  parsoed,  in 
the  prosecation  of  their  objects  for  nine  years  past,  to  shew  that  it  is  possible, 
without  danger  or  alarm,  to  carry  on  such  an  operation,  notwithstanding  its  sup- 
posed relation  to  the  subject  of  slavery,  and  that  they  have  not  been  regardless, 
in  any  of  their  measures,  of  what  wa^  due  to  the  state  of  society  in  which  they 
live.  They  are,  themselves,  chiefly  slaveholders,  and  live  with  all  the  ties 
of  life  binding  them  to  a  slaveholditig  community/ — [Memorial  of  the  Society  to 
the  several  States. — Af.  Rep.  vol.  ii.  p.  60.] 

'The  first  great  material  objection  is  that  the  Society  does,  in  fact,  in  spite  of 
its  denial,  meditate  and  conspire  the  emancipation  of  the  slaves.  To  the  candid, 
let  me  say  that'there  are  names  on  the  rolls  of  the  Society  too  high  to  be  ration- 
ally accused  of  the  duplicity  and  insidious  fiilsehood  which  this  implies  ;  farther, 
the  Society  and  its  branches  are  composed,  in  by  far  the  larger  part,  of  citizens 
of  slaveholding  States,  who  cannot  gravely  be  charged  with  a  design  so  peril- 
ous to  themselves.*  *  *  *  *  Let  me  repeat,  the  Jriends  of  the  Colonization  So- 
ciety, three-fourths  of  them  are  SLAVEHOLDERS  ;  the  legislatures  of  Maryland, 
Georgia,  Kentucky  and  Tennessee,  all  slaveholding  States,  have  approved  it  ; 
every  member  of  this  auxiliary  Society  is,  either  in  himself,  or  his  nearest  rel- 
atives, interested  in  holding  slaves.* — ['The  Colonization  Society  Vindicat- 
ed.'— Idem.  vol.  iii.  pp.  200,  202.] 

'  About  twelve  years  ago,  some  of  the  wisest  men  of  the  nation,  mostly  slave- 
holders, formed,  in  the  city  of  Washington,  the  present  American  Colonization 
Society.' — [Address  of  the  Rockbridge  Col.   Society. — Idem.  vol.  iv.  p.    274.] 

^Being,  chiefly,  slaveholders  ourselves,  we  well  know  how  it  becomes  ns 
to  approach  such  a  subject  as  this  in  a  slaveholding  state,  and  in  every  other.  If 
there  were  room  for  a  reasonable  jealousy,  we  among  the  first  should  feel  it  ; 
being  as  much  interested  in  the  welfare  of  the  community,  and  having  as  much 
at  heart,  as  any  men  can  have,  the  secnrity  of  ourselves,  our  property  and  oor 
families.' — [Review  of  Mr*  Tazewell's  Report. — Idem,  p.  341.] 

*  Being,  mostly,  slaveholders  ourselves,  having  a  common  interest  with  you 
in  this  subject,  an  equal  opportunity  of  understanding  ft,  and  the'  same  motives  to 
prudent  action,  what  better  guarantee  can  be  afforded  for  the  just  discrimination, 
and  the  safe  operation  of  our  measures  ?' — [.Af.  Rep.  vol.  vii.  p.  100.'] 

'  It  is  a  gratifying  circumstance  that  the  Society  has  Hrom  the  first  obtained  its 
most  decided  and  efficient  support  from  the  slaveholding  States,* — [Sermon^ 
delivered  at  Springfield,  Mass.  July  4th,  1829,  before  the  Anxiliary  Colonization 
Society  of  Hampden  County,  by  Rev.  B.  Dickinson.] 

(9.)  '  Its  primary  object  now  is,  and  ever  has  been,  to  colonize,  with  their 
own  consent,  free  people  of  color  on  the  coast  of  Africa,  or  elsewhere,  as  Con- 
gress may  deem  expedient.  And,  Sir,  I  am  unwilling  to  admit,  u'hder  any  cir- 
cumstances, and  particularly  in  this  Hall,  that  it  ^ver  has  swerved  from  this  car- 
dinal object.' — [Speech  of  Mr.  Benham. — Fourteenth  Annual  Report.] 

'  Our  Society  and  the  friends  of  colonization  wish  to  be  distinctly  understood 
npon  this  point  From  the  beginning  they  have  disavowed,  and  they  do  yet 
disavow,  that  their  object  is  the  emancipation  of  the  slaves.* — [Speech  of 
Jiunes  S.  Green,  Esq. — First  Annual  Report  of  the  New-Jeney  Col.  Soc] 
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10.  Because  it  impiously  holds  that  slaveholders  are  such 
from  necessity  ;  that  the  atrocious  laws  which  are  enacted  against 
the  free  colored  and  slave  population  are  justified  by  sound  poli- 
cy ;  and  that  it  is  wrong  to  increase  the  number  of  the  free 
blacks  by  emancipation.  (^^) 

*  This  institution  proposes  to  do  good  bj  a  single  specific  coarse  of  measares. 
Its  direct  and  specific  pur|K>8e  is  not  the  abolition  of  slavery^  t>r  the  relief  of 
paoperism,  or  the  extension  of  commerce  and  civilization,  or  the.  enlargement  of 
fcience,  or  the  conversion  of  the  heathen.  The  single  object  which  ita  conati- 
totion  prescribes,  and  to  which  all  its  efforts  are  necessarily  directed,  is,  African 
colonization  from  America.  It  proposes  only  to  afibrd  facilities  for  the  voluntarj 
emigration  of  free  people  of  color  from  this  country  to  the  coantry  of  their  fath- 
ers.'—[Uoview  on  African  Colonization. — Christian  Spectator  for  September, 
1830.] 

*  It  is  no  abolition  Society  ;  it  addresses  as  yet  arguments  to  no  Meuter^ 
and  disavows  with  horror  the 'idea  of  offipring  temptations  to  any  slave.     It  dc- 

IflES  THE  DESIGN  OF  ATTEMPTING  EMANCIPATION,  BITBEa  PARTIAX* 

OR  GENERAL.*— C*  The  Col.  Society  Vindicated.' — Af.  Rep.  vol.  iii.  p.  197.] 

*  They  can  impress  upon  the  southern  slaveholder,  by  the  strength  of  facts, 
and  by  the  recorded  declarations  of  honest  men,  that  the  objects  of  the  Coloni- 
zation Society  are  altogether  pure  and  praiseworthy,  and  that  it.Kas  no  intention 
to  open  the  door  to  universal  liberty,  but  only  to  cut  out  a  channel,  where  tho 
merciful  providence  of  God  may  cause  thostf  dark  waters  to  flow  off.' — [Idem, 
Tol.  iv.  p.  145.] 

*  The  Colonization  Society,  as  such,  have  renounced  wholly  the  name  and  the 
characteristics  of  abolitionists.  On  this  point  they  have  been  unjustly  and  inju- 
riously slandered.  Into  THEIR  ACCOUNTS  THE  SUBJECT  OF  EMANCIPA- 
TION DOES  NOT  ENT'ER  AT  ALL.' [*  N.  E.*— ^Idom,  p.  806.] 

*  From  its  origin,  and  throughout  the  whole  period  of  its  existence,  it  has  con- 
stantly disclaimed  all  intention  whatever  of  inteiferiug,  in  the  smallest  degree, 
with  the  rights  of  property,  or  the  object  of  emancipation^  gradual  or  im- 
mediate.' *  *  *  *  The  Society  presents  to  the  Ao)erican  public,  no  project  of 
emancipation.* — [Mr.  Clay's  Speech. — Idem,  vol.  vi.  pp.  13,  17.] 

<  It  is  not  the  object  of  this  Society  to  liberate  slaves,  or  touch  the  rights  of 
property.' — [Report  of  thfe  Kentucky  Col.  Soc. — Idem,  p.  81.] 

*  The  emancipation  of  slaves  or  the  amelioration  of  their  condition,  with  the 
moral,  intellectual,  and  po'itical  improvement  of  people  of  color  within  the  Uni- 
ted States,  are  subjects  foreign  to  the  powers  of  this  Society.' — [Address  of  the 
Board  of  Managers  of  the  American  Colonization  Society  to  ita  Auxiliary  Soci- 
eties.— Idem,  vol.  vii.  p.*  291.] 

*  It  disclaims,  and  always  has  disclaimed,  all  intention  whatever,  of  interfer- 
ing in  the  smallest  degree,  direct  or  indirect,  with  tho  rights  of  slaveholders,  the 
right  of  property,  or  the  object  of  emancipation, /^ra<2ua/  or  immediate.  Jt 
knows  that  the  owners  of  slaves  are  the  owners,  and  no  one  else — it  does  not 
in  the  most  remote  degree,  touch  that  delicate  subject.  Every  slaveholder  may, 
therefore,  remain  at  ease  concerning  it  or  its  progress  or  objects.' — [An  advocate 
of  the  Society  in  the  New-Orleans  Argus.] 

'  The  Society,  as  a  society,  recognizes  no  principles  in  reference  to'  the  slave 
system.  It  says  nothing  and  proposes  to  do  Nothing, respecting 
IT.'  .  .  .  '.  *  So  far  as  we  can  ascertain,  the  supporters  of  the  colonization 
policy  generally  believe,  that  slavery  is  in  this  country  a  constitutional  and  legit- 
imate system,  which  they  have  neither  inclination,  interest, 
NOR  ability  to  DISTURB.* — [North  American  Review,  for  July,  1882.] 

(10.)  *  Recognizing  the  eonstitntiooal  and  legitimate  ezutence  of  slavery,  k 
eeeks  not  to  inteHere,  either  directly  or  indirectly,  with  the  rights  which  it  erestsn. 
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11.  Because  its  mode  of  civilizing  and  christianizing  Africa  is 
preposterous,  cruel  and  wild,  and  exactly  fitted  to  raise  up 
strcmg,  if  not  insurmountable  barriers  to  the  progress  of  the  gos- 
pel in  that  country  ;  for  the  very  persons  it  proposes  to  remove, 
it  describes  as  constituting  the  vilest  class  on  the  face  of  the 
earth,  who  nevertheless  are  well  qualified  to  act  as  instructors 

Acknowledging  the  necessity  by  which  its  present  continuance  and  the  rigorooi 
proTiiiottfl  for  its  maintenance  are  justified,  it  aims  onlj  at  famishing  the  States, 
in  which  it  exists,  the  means  of  immediately  lessening  its  severities,  and  of  niti* 
matel^  relievinc  themselves  from  its  acknowledged  .evils.' — [Opimios  in  reply 
to  Cains  Graechos. — ^Af.  Rep.  vol.  iii.  p.  16.] 

*  It  condemns  no  man  because  ub  is  a  slaveholder.' — [Idem, 
rol.  YiL  p.  200.] 

*  There  is  a  golden  mean,  which  all  who  would  pursne  the  solid  interest  and 
repatation  of  their  country  may  discern  at  the  very  heart  of  their  oonfederatiou, 
and  will  both  advocate  and  enforce — a  principle  of  justice,  conciliation  and  hu- 
manity— a  principle,  sir,  which  is  not  inconsistent  with  itself,  and  yet  can  sigh 
over  the  degradation  of  the  slave,  defend  the  wisdom  and' prudence  of  the  South 
against  the  charge  of  studied  and  pertinacious  cruelty,'  &e.-*-[Addre6s  of  Robert 
F.  Stockton,  Esq.  at  the  Eighth  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Parent  Society.] 

'  We  all  know  from  a  variety  of  considerations  which  it  is  unnecessary  to 
name,  and  in  consequence  of  the  policy  which  is  obliged  to  be  'pursued  in  the 
■onthern  States,  that  it  is  extremely  difficult  to  free  a  slave,  and  hence  the  en* 
aetment  of  those  laws  which  a  fatal  necessity  seems  to  demand,* — [African 
Repository,  vol.  ii.  p.  12.] 

'  They  are  convinced  that  there  are  now  hundreds  of  masters  who  are  so  only 
from  necessity.* — [Memorial  of  the  Society  to  the  several  States. — Idem,  vol. 
iL  p.  60.] 

*  He  [the  planter]  looks  around  him  and  sees  that  the  condition  of  the  great 
mass  of  emancipated  Africans  is  one  in  comparison  with  which  the  condition  of 
his  slaves  is  enviable. — Hundreds  of  humane  and  Christian  slaveholders  retain 
their  fellow-men  in  bondage,  because  thet  are  convinced  that  thet 
CAN  dq  no  better.' — [Addross  of  the  Managers  of  the  Col.  Soo.  of  Connec- 
ticut.— Idem,  vol.  iv.  p.  120.] 

*  Slavery,  in  its  mildest  form,  is  an  evil  of  the  darkest  character.  Cruel  and 
unnatural  m  its  origin,  no  plea  can  be  urged  in  justification  of  its  continuance 
bat  the  plea  ot  necessity.* — [Idem,  vol.  v.  p.  334.] 

'  How  much  more  consistent  and  powerful  would  be  our  example,  but  for  that 
population  within  our  limits,  whose  condition  (necessary  condition,  I  will  not 
deny)  is  so  much  at  war  with  our  institutions,  and  with  that  memorable  national 
Declaration — **  that  aJl  men  are  created  equal." ' — [Fourteenth  Ann.  Report.] 

*  Such  unhappily  is  the  case  ;  but  there  is  a  necessity  for  it,  [for  oppressive 
laws,]  and  so  long  as  they  remain  among  us  will  that  necessity  continue.' — 
[Ninth  Annual  Report] 

<  Much  as  we  lament  the  reasons  for  this  sentiment,  and  the  apparent  neces^ 
sity  of  keeping  a  single  fellow  creature  in  ignorance,  we  willingly  leave  to  others 
the  consideration  and  the  remedy  of  this  evil,  in  view  of  the  overwhelming  mag- 
nitude of  the  remaining  objecU  before  us.' — [Address  of  the  Board  of  Managers 
of  the  African  Education  Society  of  the  United  Sfates.] 

*  Thousands  are  connected  with  the  aystem  of  slavery  from  necessity,  and  not 
from  choice.'  ...  *  The  vast  majority  of  those  who  would  emancipate,  we 
have  no  hesitation  in  saying,  are  deterred  from  it  by  a  patriotism  and  a 
PHILANTHROPY,  which  look  beyoud  the  bounds  of  their  particular  district,  and 
beyond  the  ostensible  quality  of  the  mere  abstract  act.' — [North  American  Re- 
view, July,  1832.] 
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and  missionaries  in  Liberia  !  ^  Truly  has  it  been  said,  that 
the  project  of  evangelizing  a  heathenish  country,  by  sending  to 
it  an  illiterate,  degraded  and  irreligious  population,  for  absurdity 
and  inaptitude,  stands,  and  must  forever  stand,  without  a  paral- 
lel :  of  all  the  offspring  of  prejudice  and  oppression^  it  is  the 
most  shapeless  and  unnatural.    Men,  who  are  intellectually  and 

*  What  but  sorrow  can  we  feel  at  the  misguided  piety  which  has  set  free  so 
man  J  of  them  bj  death-bed  devise  or  sadden  conviction  of  injastice  ?  Better, 
far  better,  for  as,  ha'd  they  been  kept  in  bondage,  where  the  opportanity,  the 
iodacements,  the  necessity  of  vice  woold  not  have  been  so  great.  Deplorable 
neeessiti/y  indeed,  to  one  borne  down  with  the  conscionsness  of  the  violence  we 
have  done.  Yet  I  am  clear  that,  whether  we  consider  it  with  reference  to  the 
welfare  of  the  State,  or  the  happmess  of  the  blacks,  it  were  better  to  have  left 
them  in  chains,  than  to  have  liberated  them  to  receive  sach  freedom  as  they  en- 
joy, and  greater  freedom  we  cannot,  must  not  allow  them.* — [African  RepDsit<^ 
ry,  vol.  iii.  p.  197.] 

*  They  leave  a  country  in  which  though  born  and  reared,  they  are  stranger* 
and  aliens  ;  where  severe  necessity  places  them  in  a  class  of  degraded  beings.* 
— [Idem,  vol.  v.  p.  238.] 

*  Oar  great  and  good  men  purposed  it  primarily  as  a  system  of  relief  for  two 
millions  of  fellow  men  in  oar  own  country — a  popnlation  dangerous  to  ourselves 
tnd  necessarily  degraded  here.'' — [Idem,  vol.  vi.  p.  296.] 

*  Hlavery  is  a  system  for  the  existence  of  which,  a  single  moment,  no  plea  can 
be  valid  bat  the  plea  of  necessity.* — [Letter  of  Rev.  R.  R.  Gorley,  vide  Hudson 
(Ohio)  Observer  &  Telegraph,  December  20,  1832  ] 

*  It  is  a  well-established  point,  that  the  public  safety  forbids  either  the  eman- 
cipation or  the  general  instruction  of  the  slaves.' — [Seventh  Annual  Report.] 

*  The  managers  could,  with  no  propriety,  depart  from  their  original  and  avow- 
ed purpose,  and  make  emancipation  their  object.  And  they  would  farther  say, 
that  if  they  were  not  thus  re.<«trained  by  the  terms  of  their  association,  they  would 
still  consider  any  attempts  to  promote  the  incresKe  of  the  free  colored  population 
by  manumission,  unnecessary,  premature  and  dangerous.* — [Af.  Rep.  vol. 
ii.  p.  6fe.] 

*To  SET  THEM  LOOSE  AMONG  US  WOULD  BE  AN  EVIL  MORE  INTOL- 
ERABLE THAN  SLAVERY  ITSELF.  It  wouid  make  our  sitaatiun  insecure  and 
dangerous.' — [Report  of  the  Kentucky  Col.  Sec. — idem,  vol.  vi.  p.  81.] 

*  Policy,  and  even  the  voice  of  humanity  forbado  the  progre^  of  manumis- 
sion ;  and  the  salutary  hand  of  law  came  forward  to  co-operate  with  our  convic- 
tions, and  to  arrest  the  flow  of  our  feelings,  and  the  ardor  of  oar  desires.* — [Re- 
view of  the  Report  of  the  Com.  of  Foreign  Relations. — African  Repository,  voL 
iv.  p.  268.] 

*  Many  thousand  individuals  in  our  native  State,  you  well  know,  Mr.  Presi- 
dent, are  restrained,  said  Mr.  Mercer,  from  manumitting  their  slaves,  as  you  and 
I  are,  by  the  melancholy  conviction,  that  they  cannot  yield  to  the  suggestions  of 
humanity,  without  manifest  injury  to  their  country.*  *  ♦  ♦  « Xhe  laws  of 
Virginia  now  discourage,  and  very  wisely,  perhaps,  the  emancipation  of  slaves.' 
—[Speech  of  Mr.  Mercer. — First  Annual  Report.] 

*  There  are  men  in  the  southern  states,  who  long  to  do  something  effectual  for 
the  benefit  of  their  slaves,  and  woold  gladly  emancipate  them,  did  not  prudfncb 
and  COMPASSION  alike  forbid  such  a  measure.* — j  Review  of  the  Reports  of  the 
Society  from  the  Christian  Spectator.— Seventh  Annual  Report.] 

*  •  ErsftT  SMioaAHT  to  Africa  ii  %  MISSIONARY,  carrying  with  bim  credentials  in  lb» 
feoly  eattse  of  oivilixaiioa,  religioo,  and  free  iaititatiodi  M ! !— [Bpcsoh  of  Mr.  day-^Ttnth  An- 
Qoal  BspoKt.] 
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mondly  blind,  are  violently  removed  from  light  effiilgent  into 
chick  darkness,  in  order  that  they  may  obtain  light  themselves 
and  diffiise  light  among  others  !  Ignorance  is  sent  to  instruct 
ignorance,  uogodliness  to  exhort  ungodliness,  vice  to  stop  the 
progress  of  vice,  and  depravity  to  reform  depravity  !  All  that 
is  abhorrent  to  our  moral  sense,  or  dangerous  to  our  quietude,  or 
viUanous  in  human  nature,  we  benevolently  disgorge  upon  Africa 
for  her  temporal  and  eternal  welfare  !  W  We  propose  to  build 
4ipon  her  shores,  for  her  glory  and  defence,  colonies  framed  of 
materials  which  we  discard  as  worthless  for  our  own  use,  and 
which  possess  no  fitness  or  durability  !  Admirable  consistency  ! 
surprising  wisdom  !  unexampled  benevolence  ! 

*  We  do  not  ask  that  the  provisions  of  oar  Constitotion  and  statute  book  should 
he  so  modi6ed  as  to  relieve  and  eialt  the  condition  of  the  colored  people,  whilst 
ihey  remain  xDith  «».  LET  THESE  PROVISIONS  STAND  IN  ALL  THEIR 
RIGrOR,  to  work  out  the  ultimate  and  unbounded  ffood  of  this  people.  Per- 
suaded that  their  condition  here  is  not  susceptible  of  a  radical  and  permanent 
Improvement,  we  would  deprecate  any  legislation  that  should  encourage  the  vaia 
and  injurious  hope  of  it/ — [Memorial  of  the  New- York  State  Col.  Society.] 

(11)  ^  Free  blacks  are  a  greater  nuisance  than  even  slaves  themselves.' — [Af. 
Repository,  vol.  ii.  p.  328.] 

*  Although  there  are  individual  exceptions  distinguished  by  high  moral  and  in- 
tellectual worth,  yet  the  free  blacks  in  our  country  are,  as  a  body,  more  vicioot 
and  degraded  than  any  other  which  our  population  embraces.'  «  «  *  « There 
is  not  a  State  in  the  Union  not  at  this  moment  groaning  under  the  evil  of  this 
class  of  persons,  a  curse  and  a  contagion  wherever  they  reside.* — [Idem,  vol.  iii. 
pp.  24,  203.] 

'  Mr.  Mercer  adverted  to  the  situation  of  his  native  State,  and  the  condition  of 
the  free  black  population  existing  there,  whom  he  described  as  a  horde  of  raise- 
rable  people — the  objects  of  universal  suspicion  ;  subsisting  bt  plunder.' 
— [Idem,  vol.  iv.  p.  363.] 

'  Of  all  the  descriptions  of  our  population,  and  of  either  portion  of  the  African 
race,  the  free  people  of  color  aie  by  far,  as  a  class,  the  most  corrupt,  de- 
praved, AND  ABANDONED.*  ....  *  Tlicy  havc  no  home,  no  country,  no 
kindred,  no  friends.  They  ore  lazy  and  indolent,  because  they  have  no  motives 
to  prompt  them  to  be  industrious.  They  are  in  general  destitute  of  principle, 
because  they  have  nothing  to  stimulate  them  to  honorable  and  praise-worthy 
conduct' — [Idem,  vol.  vi.  pp.  12,  228.] 

'  The  existence,  within  the  very  bosom  of  oar  country,  of  an  anomalous  race 
•f  beings,  the  most  debased  upon  earth,  who  neither  enjoy  the  bless* 
Ings  of  freedom,  nor  are  yet  in  the  bonds  of  slavery,  is  a  great  national  evil, 
which  every  friend  of  his  country  most  deeply  deplores.* — [Idem,  vol.  vii.  p.  230.] 

*  The  class  we  first  seek  to  remove,  are  neither  freemen  nor  slaves  ;  but  be- 
tween both,  and  more  miserable  than  either.'  *  *  *  ^  Leaviug  slavery  and 
its  subjefjts  for  the  moment  entirely  out  of  view,  there  are  in  the  United  States 
238,000  black?  denominated  free,  but  whose  freedom  confers  on  them,  we  might 
say,  no  privilege  but  the  privilege  of  being  more  vicious  and  miserable  than 
slaves  can  be.* — [App.  Seventh  Annual  Report] 

*  Of  all  classes  of  our  population,  the  most  vicious  is  that  of  the  free  colored. 
It  is  the  inevitable  result  of  their  moral,  political,  and  civil  degradation.  Con- 
taminated themselvas,  they  extend  their  vices  to  all  around  them,  to  the  slaves 
and  to  the  whites.  *~[Tenth  Annual  Report.] 
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12.  Because  it  is  held  in  abhorrence  by  the  free  people  of 
color,  wherever  they  possess  the  liberty  of  speech  and  the  means 
of  intelligence,  as  a  scheme  full  of  evil  to  themselves  and  to  their, 
enslaved  brethren  ;  and  to  expect  a  change  in  their  sentiments, 
after  so  long  a  time  and  the  reiterated  public  expressions  of  their 
undying  hostility,  is  gross  fatuity,  i^^) 

(12)      RESOLUTIONS     PASSED    BT    THE    COLORED    INHABITANTS    OF    PHI- 
LADELPHIA. 

ResoWed,  That  we  view  with  d«ap  abhorrence  the  anmerited  stigma  attempt- 
ed to  be  cast  apoD  the  reputation  of  the  free  people  of  color,  by  the  promoters  of 
this  measore,  *  that  they  are  a  dangerous  and  oseless  part  of  the  community/ 
when  in  the  state  of  disfranchisement  in  which  they  Hto,  in  the  hoar  of  danger 
they  ceased  to  remember  their  wrongs,  and  rallied  around  the  standard  of  their 
oountry. 

Resolved,  That  we  never  will  separate  onraelvee  voluntarily  from  the  slave 
population  in  this  country  ;  the?  are  oar  brethren  by  the  ties  of  consanguinity, 
of  suffering,  and  of  wrong;  ana  we  feel  that  there  is  more  virtue  in  raffering 
privations  with  them,  than  fancied  advantages  for  a  season. 

BT    THE    COLORED    INHABITANTS    OF    NEW-TORK. 

Resolved,  That  we  view  the  resolution  Calling  en  the  worshippers  fif  Christ  to 
assist  in  the  unholy  crusade  against  the  colored  population  of  this  country,  as  to- 
tally at  variance  with  true  Christian  principles. 

Resolved,  That  we  claim  thb  country,  the  place  of  our  birth,  and  not  Africa, 
aa  our  mother  country,  and  all  attempts  to  send  us  to  Africa  we  consider  as  gra- 
tuitous and  unealled  for. 

BY    THE    COLORED    INHABITANTS    OF    BOSTON. 

Resolved,  That  this  meeting  look  upon  the  American  Coloni2ation  Society  at 
a  clamorous,  abusive  and  peace-disturbing  combination. 

Resolved,  That  this  meeting  look  upon  the  conduct  of  those  clergymen,  who 
have  filled  the  ears  of  their  respective  congregations  with  the  absurd  idea  of  the 
necessity  of  removing  the  free  colored  people  from  the  United  States,  as  highly 
deservinff  the  just  reprehension  directed  to  the  false  prophets  and  priests,  by  Je- 
remiah the  true  prophet,  as  recorded  in  the  23d  chapter  of  his  prophecy. 

BT   THE    COLORED    INHABITANTS    OF    BALTIMORE. 

Resolved,  That  it  is  the  belief  of  this  meeting,  that  the  American  Colonization 
Society  b  founded  more  in  a  selfish  policy,  than  in  the  true  principles  of  benev- 
olence : — and,  therefore,  so  far  as  it  regards  the  life-giving  spring  of  its  opera- 
tions, is  not  entitled  to  our  confidence,  but  should  be  viewed  by  us  with  all  that 
caution  and  distrust  which  our  happiness  demands. 

BT   THE    COLORED    INHABITANTS    OF    WASHINGTON,  D.  C. 

Resolved,  That  this  meeting  view  with  distrust  the  efforts  made  by  the  Colo- 
nization Society  to  cause  the  free  people  of  color  of  these  United  Sutes  to  emi- 
grate to  Liberia  on  the  coast  of  Africa,  or  elsewhere. 

Resolved,  That  it  is  the  declared  opinion  of  the  members  of  this  meeting,  that 
the  soil  which  gave  them  birth  is  their  only  true  and  veritable  home,  and  that  it 
would  be  impolitic,  unwise  and  improper  for  them  to  leave  their  home  without 
the  benefits  of  education. 

BT    THE    COLORED    INHABITANTS    OF    BROOKLTN,    N.  T. 

Resolved,  unanimously.  That  the  call  of  this  meeting  be  approved  of;  and 
that  the  colored  citizens  of  this  village  have,  with  friendly  feeluigs,  taken  into 
oensideratioB  the  objects  of  the  American  Colonization  Society,  together  with 
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Finally,  abolitioDists  oppose  the  Colonization  Society,  ie- 
cauie  it  neither  calhfor  any  change  of  conduct  toward  the  people 
of  color y  on  the  part  of  the  nation^  nor  has  in  itself  ant 
PRINCIPLE  OF  REFORM.  It  confesses  to  be  actuated  and  gov- 
erned by  strong,  vindictive  prejudices — '  prejudices,  which 
neither  refinement,  nor  argument,  nor  education,  nor  religion  it' 
ulfy  can  overcome  ' — prejudices  *  which  are  fixed  beyond  the 

all  its  aiziliary  moyementfl,  preparatory  for  oar  removal  to  the  aoott  of  Africa  ; 
and  we  view  them  aa  wholly  gratoitoofl,  not  oalled  for  bjr  vg,  and  not  enential  to 
the  real  welfare  of  enr  race. 

BT    THE    COLORED    INHABITANTS    OF    HABTFOKO,    CT. 

ReaolTod,  That  H  is  the  opinion  of  this  meetiog,  that  the  American  Coloniza- 
tion Society  is  actaated  by  the  same  motives  which  inflaenced  the  mind  ef  Pha- 
raoh, when  he  ordered  the  male  children  of  the  Israelites  to  be  destroyed. 

Resolved,  That  it  is  the  belief  of  this  meetinff,  that  the  Society  is  the  greatest 
foe  to  the  free  colored  and  slave  population  wiUi  whom  liberty  and  equality  have 
to  contend. 

Resolved,  That,  in  oar  belief,  we  have  committed  no  crime  worthy  of  ban- 
ishment, and  that  we  will  resist,  even  ante  death,  all  the  attempts  of  the  Coloni- 
zation Society  to  banish  as  from  this  onr  native  land. 

BY  THE  COLORED   INHABITANTS  OF  HIDDLETOWN;  CT. 

Resolved,  That  the  proceedings  of  oar  brethren  in  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  meet  onr 
entire  approbation  :  they  breathe  oar  sentiments  in  fall,  and  may  oar  voices  cheer- 
folly  aceerd  with  them  in  protesting  against  leaving  this  oar  native  soil. 

BY  THE  COLORED   INHABITANTS  OP   NEW-HAVEN,  CT. 

Resolved,  That  we  will  resist  all  attempts  made  for  oar  removal  to  the  torrid 
shores  of  Africa,  and  will  sooner  safTer  every  drop  of  blood  to  be  taken  from  onr 
veins  than  sabmit  to  saeh  unrighteoas  treatment. 

Resolved,  That  we  consider  the  American  Colonization  Society  feanded  on 
principles  that  no  Afrie-American,  onleas  very  weak  in  mind,  will  follow  ;  and 
any  man  who  will  be  persaaded  to  leave  his  own  country  and  go  to  Africa,  as 
an  enemy  to  his  oonntry  and  a  traitor  to  his  brethren. 

BY  THE  COLORED   INHABITANTS  OP  COLUMBIA,  PA. 

Resolved,  That  it  is  oor  firm  belief,  that  the  Colonization  Society  is  replete 
with  infinite  mischief,  and  that  we  view  all  the  arguments  of  its  advocates  as 
mere  sophistry,  not  worthy  oar  notice  as  freemen. 

Resolved,  That  we  will  not  be  doped  oat  of  oar  rights  as  freemen,  by  eoloni- 
zationists,  nor  by  any  other  combination  of  men.  All  the  encomiums  pronounc- 
ed upon  Liberia  can  never  form  the  least  temptation  to  indaee  as  to  leave  our 
native  soil,  to  emigrate  to  a  strange  land. 

Resolved,  That  it  is  the  decid^  opinion  of  this  meeting,  that  African  coloni- 
zation is  a  scheme  of  southern  policy,  a  wicked  device  of  slaveholders  who  are 
desirous  of  riveting  more  firmly,  and  perpetuating  more  certainly,  the  fetters  of 
slavery  ;  who  are  only  anxioos  to  rid  themselves  of  a  population  whose  presence, 
inflaenee  and  example  have  a  tendency  (as  they  sappose)  to  prodaoe  discontent 
among  the  slaves,  and  to  fomish  them  with  incitements  to  rebellion. 

BY  THE   COLORED   INHABITANTS  OP  NANTUCKET. 

Resolved,  That  the  call  of  this  meeting  be  approved  of,  and  that  the  colored 
citizens  of  this  town  have  with  friendly  feelings  taken  into  consideration  the  ob- 
jects of  the  Colonization  Society,  together  with  its  movements  preparatory  for 
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conUol  of  any  human  power,'  which  sprbg  <  from  an  ordination 
of  Providence,'  and  which  are  *  no  more  to  be  changed  than  the 
laws  of  Nature.'  But  benevolence  and  prejudice  do  not  run  in 
the  same  channel — they  are  opposed  to  each  other.  Hence  the 
Society  is  not  a  benevolent  institution,  according  to  its  own  con* 
fessions  ;  and,  therefore,  does  not  deserve  the  confidence  or 
patronage  of  benevolent  men. 

oor  removal  to  the  coast  of  Africa  ;  and  we  view  them  as  wholly  grataitons,  not 
called  for  by  us,  and  in  no  way  essential  to  the  welfare  of  our  race  :  and  we  be- 
lieve that  oor  condition  can  be  best  improved  in  this  onr  own  country  and  native 
■oil,  the  United  States  of  America. 

Resolved,  That  there  is  no  philanthropy  towards  the  people  of  color  in  the 
colonization  plan,  but  that  it  is  got  up  to  delude  os  away  from  onr  country  and 
home  into  a  country  of  sickness  and  death. 

BY  THE   COLORKD   INHABITANTS  OF   PITTSBURG,  PA. 

Resolved,  That  it  is  the  decided  opinion  of  this  meeting,  that  African  coloni- 
zation is  a  scheme  to  drain  the  better  informed  part  of  the  colored  people  out  of 
these  United  States,  so  that  the  chain  of  slavery  may  be  riveted  more  tightly  ; 
but  wo  are  determined  not  to  be  cheated  out  of  our  rights  by  the  colonizaiioii 
men,  or  any  other  set  of  intriguers. 

Resolved,  That  we,  the  colored  people  of  Pittsburgh  and  citizens  of  these  Uni- 
ted States,  view  the  country  in  which  we  live  as  our  only  true  and  proper  home. 
We  are  just  as  much  natives  here  as  the  members  of  the  Colonization  Society. 
Here  we  were  born — here  bred — here  are  our  earliest  and  most  pleasant  associa- 
tions—here is  all  that  binds  man  to  earth,  and  makes  life  valuable.  And  we  do 
consider  every  colored  man  who  allows  himself  to  be  colonized  in  Africa,  or  else- 
where, a  traitor  to  our  cause. 

BY   THE   COLORED   INHABITANTS  OF  WILMINGTON,  DEL. 

Resolved,  That  this  meeting  view  with  deep  regret  the  attempt  now  making 
to  colonize  the  free  people  of  color  on  the  western  coast  of  Africa  ;  believing  as 
we  do  that  it  is  inimical  to  the  best  interests  of  the  people  of  color,  and  at  va- 
riance with  the  principles  of  civil  and  religious  liberty,  and  wholly  incompatible 
with  the  spirit  of  the  Constitution  and  Declaration  of  Independence  of  these  Uni- 
ted States. 

Resolved,  That  we  disclaim  all  connexion  with  Africa  ;  and  although  the 
descendants  of  that  much  afflicted  country,  we  cannot  consent  to  remove  to  any 
tropical  climate,  and  thus  aid  in  a  design  having  for  its  object  the  total  extirpation 
of  onr  race  from  this  country,  professions  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 

BY  THE  COLORED  INHABITANTS  OF  HARRISfiURG,  PA. 

Resolved,  That  we  reject  the  inhuman  and  unchristian  measures  taken  by  the 
Colonization  Society,  for  the  illumination  of  the  colored  citizens  of  the  United 
States,  their  appropriate  home,  in  a  land  of  sickness,  affliction  and  death,  when 
they  are  not  willing,  with  few  exceptions,  to  give  us  a  christian  education  while 
among  them. 

Resolved,  That  this  meeting  look  upon  the  Colonization  Society  as  a  vicious, 
nefarious  and  peace-disturbing  combination,  and  that  its  leaders  might  as  woU 
essay  to  cure  a  wound  with  an  argument,  or  set  a  dislocated  bone  by  a  lecture  on 
logic,  as  to  tell  us  their  object  is  to  better  our  condition. 

BY  THE   COLORED   INHABITANTS  OF   ROCHESTER,  N.  Y. 

Resolved,  That  we  never  will  remove  to  Africa  ;  hot  should  any  of  our  breth- 
ren wish  to  emigrate,  we  wonld  recommend  Canada  as  a  country  far  more  con- 
genial to  onr  constitutions. 
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To  prove  the  truth  of  the  last  allegation,  it  is  only  neces- 
sary to  remember  that  the  reason  which  is  given  by  the  Society 
for  expatriating  the  colored  population  is, — the  wickedness  of  the 
peoph — the  determination,  on  their  part,  never  to  cease  from 
persecuting  those  whom  they  have  so  long  abused,  degraded  and 
enslaved.  Yet  the  Society  boasts  that  it  receives  the  support 
of  a  great  majority  of  the  nation — that  it  is  cherished  by  all  re- 
ligious denominations — ^and  that  it  is  hailed  emphatically  by  '  the 
v&ice  of  the  people.*  If  this  be  ao, — if  the  friends  of  the  Society 
constitute  an  overwhelming  majority  in  this  country,  and  they 
are  actuated  by  true  philanthropy, — if  it  is  opposed  only  by 
'a  few  wild  fanatics^*  otherwise  named  abolitionists^  (who, 
certainly,  are  ready  to  give  the  people  of  color  equal  rights  and 
privileges,) — and  if,  nevertheless,  nothing  but  colonization  can 

BY   THE   COLORED    INHABITANTS   OF    PR01MDENCE,   R.   I. 

Resolved,  That  we  view,  with  onfeigned  astonishment,  the  anti-christian  and 
iDConsisteDt  conduct  of  those  who  so  strennoosly  advocate  oar  removal  from  this 
oar  native  country  to  the  horning  shores  of  Liberia,  and  who  with  the  same  breath 
contend  against  the  craelty  and  injastice  of  Georgia  in  hSr  attempt  to  remove  the 
Cherokee  Indians  west  of  the  Mi^iasippi. 

Resolved,  That  we  will  not  leave  our  homes,  nor  the  graves  of  oar  fathers, 
and  this  boasted  Und  of  liberty  and  christian  philanthropy. 

BY  THE  COLORED   ISHABITAJJTS  OF  TREKTON,    N.  J. 

Resolved,  Whereas  we  have  lived  peaceably  and  qaietly  in  these  United 
States,  of  which  we  are  natives,  and  have  never  been  the  causo  of  any  insarrec- 
tionary  or  tamaltuoas  movements  as  a  body,  that  we  do  view  every  measare 
taken  by  any  a^ociated  bodies  to  remove  as  to  other  climes,  anti-christian  and 
hostile  to  our  peace,  and  a  violation  of  the  laws  of  humanity. 

Resolved,  That  we  view  the  American  Colonization  Society  as  the  most  inve- 
terate foe  both  to  the  free  and  slave  man  of  color. 

BY   THE   COLORED   INHABITANTS   OF   LYME,   CT. 

Resolved,  That  it  is  the  sincere  opinion  of  this  meeting,  that  the  American 
Colonization  Society  is  one  of  the  wildest  projects  ever  patronised  by  a  body  of 
enlightened  men  ;  and  further,  that  many  of  those  wW  support  it  would  be  will- 
ing, if  it  were  in  their  power  to  drive  as  ont  of  existence. 

Resolved,  That  though  we  be  last  in  calling  a  meeting,  we  feel  no  less  the 
pemicioas  inflaence  of  this  Society  than  the  rest  of  oor  brethren  ;  and  that  we 
will  resist  every  attempt  to  banish  us  from  this  our  native  land. 

BY  THE  COLORED   INHABITANTS  OP   LEWISTOWN,  PA. 

Resolved,  That  we  will  not  leave  these  United  States,  the  land  of  our  birth» 
for  a  home  in  Africa. 

Resolved,  That  we  will  strennoosly  oppose  the  colonizing  of  the  free  people 
of  color  in  Liberia. 

BY  THE  COLORED  INHABITANTS  OF  NEW-BEDFORD. 

Resolved,  That  in  whatever  light  we  view  the  Colonization  Society,  we  dis- 
cover noihing  in  it  but  terror,  prejudice  and  oppression  ;  that  the  warm  and  be- 
neficent hand  of  philanthropy  is  not  apparent  in  the  system,  bot  the  inflaence  of 
the  Soeiety  on  pnblie  opinion  is  more  prejodicial  to  the  interest  and  welfare  of 
the  people  of  color  in  the  United  States,  than  slavery  itself.  C^OOqIp 
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save  the  colored  population  from  persecution  and  servitude, — is 
it  not  evident  that  nothing  is  wanting  to  render  unnecessary  this 
disgraceful  expulsion,  but  that  the  supporters  of  the  scheme 
should  abandon  their  prejudices,  clothe  themselves  with  humility, 
and  be  christians  and  republicans  indeed  ?  It  is  undeniable  that 
the  popularity  of  the  Society  is  immense  ;  but  if  it  be  a  benevo- 
lent institution,  and  exercise  a  wide  and  powerful  moral  influ- 
ence, and  is  thus  popular,  how  does  it  happen  that  no  change, 
but  for  the  worse,  has  taken  place  in  the  legal  condition  of  the 
people  of  color,  or  in  public  sentiment  ?  Has  one  prejudice 
been  eradicated  by  its  operations  ?  K[as  it  commended  itself  to 
the  gratitude  and  confidence  of  the  objects  of  its  ben^volencej  as 
the  Howard  Benevolent  Society  has  done  to  the  recipients  of 
its  bounty  ?  Are  not  all  who  are  hostile  to  our  free  colored 
population,  in  favor  of  their  banishment  ?  Is  not  the  design  of 
the  Society  universally  agreeable  to  the  proud,  the  vulgar,  the 
insolent,  the  scornful  ?  Who,  but  its  supporters,  descant  upon 
the  prejudices  which  exist  against  the  blacks  ?  who,  but  them- 
selves, acknowledge  that  they  are  swayed  by  those  prejudices — 
powerfully  and  unalterably  ? 

BY   THE   NATIONAL  COLORED   CONVENTION   HELD   IN   PHILADELPHIA,  IN    1831. 

'The  Convention  hat  not  been  onmindfnl  of  the  operations  of  the  American 
Colonization  Society  ;  and  it  would  respectfully  saggest  to  that  angnst  body  of 
learning,  talent  and  worth,  that,  in  oar  hamble  opinion,  strengthened,  too,  by 
the  opinions  of  eminent  men  in  this  country,  as  well  as  in  Europe,  that  they  are 
pursuing  the  direct  road  to  perpetuate  slavery,  with  all  its  unehristianlike  con- 
comitants, in  this  boasted  land  of  freedom  ;  and,  as  citizens  and  men  whose  best 
blood  is  sapped  to  gain  popularity  for  that  institution,  we  would,  in  the  most 
feeling  manner,  beg  of  them  to  desist :  or,  if  we  must  be  sacrificed  to  their  phi- 
lanthropy, we  would  rather  die  at  home.  Many  of  our  fathers,  and  soma  of  us, 
have  fought  and  bled  for  the,  liberty,  independence  and  peace  which  yoa  now 
enjoy  ;  and,  surely,  it  would*  be  ungenerous  and  unfeeling  in  you  to  deny  ns  a 
humble  and  qoiet  grave  in  that  country  which  gave  us  birth.' 

BY   THE   SAME   CONVENTION,   IN   1832. 

Resolved,  That  we  still  solemnly  and  sincerely  protest  against  any  interfer- 
ence, on  the  part  of  the  American  Colonization  Society,  with  the  free  colored 
population  in  these  United  States,  so  long  as  they  shall  countenance  or  endeavor 
to  use  coercive  measures,  (either  directly  or  indirectly,)  te  colonize  us  in  any 
place  which  is  not  the  object  of  our  choice.  And  we  ask  them  respectfully,  as 
men  and  as  Christians,  to  cease  their  unhallowed  persecutions,  of  a  people  alrea- 
dy suihciently  oppressed,  or  if,  as  they  profess,  they  have  our  welfare  and  pros- 
perity at  heart,  to  assist  us  in  the  object  of  our  choice. 

We  might  here  repeat  our  protest  against  that  institution,  but  it  is  unnecessary. 
Our  views  and  sentiments  have  long  since  gone -to  the  world — the  wings  of  the 
wind  have  borne  our  disapprobation  to  that  institution.  Time  itself  cannot 
erase  it.  We  have  dated  our  opposition  from  its  beginning,  and  our  views  are 
strengthened  by  time  and  circumstances,  and  they  hold  the  upppermoitseat  in  our 
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The  American  Colonization  Society,  ev$n  allomng  it  to  be  a 
btnevoknt  6ody,  has  undertaken  to  accomplish  a  physi- 
cal IMPOSSIBILITY — namely,  the  remoral  of  the  entire  colored 
population  of  this  country  to  Africa.  It  has  been  sixteen  years 
in  operation  ;  and  with  all  its  immense  resources  and  its  exceed- 
ing popularity,  it  has  carried  off,  during  that  long  'period,  only 
the  increase  of  a  single  fortnight !  More  blacks  are  bon>  every 
day,  than  it  has  removed  annually  since  its  organization  !  The 
slave  population  has  increased  more  than  half  a  million,  and 
been  reduced  less  than  pive  hundrei>  by  the  Society,  since 
the  year  1816  !  When  the  Alleghany  mountains  can  be  cast 
into  the  sea  by  separate  particles  ;  or  the  sun  extingaished  by 
drops  of  water  ;  or  the  ocean  dried  up  by  a  sun-beam  ;  or  the 
ravages  of  the  gaunt  King  of  Terrors  permanently  arrested  by 
the  cure  of  a  sick  patient ; — then,  and  not  till  then,  can  the 
American  Colonization  Society  succeed  in  carrying  to  Africa 
the  colored  population  of  the  United  States.  It  has  been  weigh- 
ed in  the  balance,  and  found  wanting  ;  and  its  fall  is  destined  to 
be  like  that  of  Babylon  the  great. 

In  view  of  the  events  of  the  past  year,  the  Managers  congrat- 
ulate the  real  friends  of  the  colored  race,  both  bond  and  free. 
One  year  since,  the  New-England  Anti- Slavery  Society  com- 
menced its  operations,  under  very  discouraging  circumstances. 
Its  members  were  few — its  means,  trifling.  It  has  rapidly  risen 
to  a  commanding  rank,  and  is  attracting  general  attention  in 
this  country.  The  fame  of  its  principles  neither  the  winds  nor 
the  waves  of  the  Atlantic  could  drown — it  has  gone  over  to  Eng- 
land, and  given  a  strong  impulse  to  the  cause  of  abolition  in  that 
country.  It  has  brought  back  the  response  from  that  distin- 
guished philanthropist,  James  Cropper  of  Liverpool — '  I  did 
indeed  feel  it  as  a  cordial  to  my  heart  to  see  a  Society  estab- 
lished within  the  United  States,  advocating  the  immediate  and 
entire  abolition  of  slavery.' 

The  pecuniary  ability  of  the  Society  has  been  small.*  A 
large  amount  of  funds   is  not  easily  accumulated  for  any  moral 

*  Among  the  donatioof  which  have  been  made  to  the  Societj,  the  Manager* 
would  gratefoUy  acknowledge  the  foil  wing  : — Two  hundred  and  F^y  dol" 
lar$  (one  houdred  doUan  of  this  s«m  to  be  appropriated  to  the  Maanal  Labor 
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enterprise  in  its  infancy.  Yet,  with  feeble  means,  the  Society 
has  produced  great  results.  It  has  constantly  employed  its  pre- 
siding officer  as  an  Agent,  for  the  past  six  months,  to  go  forth 
to  the  people,  and  urge  its  claims  upon  their  charities  and  con- 
fidence. His  labors,  it  is  believed,  have  been  extensively  use- 
ful. The  Managers  bear  honorable  testimony  to  his  zeal,  faith- 
fube^d  and  ability.  Other  Agents  have  been  successfully  em- 
ployed for  a  shorter  period.  Five  thousand  copies  of  the 
Constitution  and  Address  of  the  Society  have  been  printed  for 
gratuitous  distribution.  A  liberal  purchase  has  been  made  of 
Mr.  Garrison's  *  Thoughts  on  African  Colonization,'  for  a  sim- 
ilar purpose.  The  Society  has  efiected  the  emancipation  of  a 
young  slave  boy  in  this  city,  by  a  suit  at  law.*  It  is  now  making 
strenuous  exertions  for  the  establishment  of  a  Manual  Labor 
School,  for  the  education  of  Colored  Youth,  and  will  probably 
attain  its  object.  It  has  effected  the  conversion  of  a  mul- 
titude of  minds  to  the  doctrine  of  immediate  abolition,  and  given 
a  wide  and  salutary  check  to  the  progress  of  the  Colonization 
Society.  It  has  done  more  to  make  slavery  a  subject  of  na- 
tional investigation,  to  excite  discussion,  and  to  maintain  the 
freedom  of  speech  on  a  hitherto  prohibited  theme,  than  all 
other  societies  now  in  operation.  It  has  been  eminently  ser- 
viceable in  encouraging  the  free  colored  population,  in  various 
places,  to  go  forward  in  paths  of  improvement,  and  organize 
themselves  into  moral  and  benevolent  associations.  It  has  com- 
menced a  monthly  periodical,  with  the  expressive  title  of  '  The 
Abolitionist,'  for  the  purpose  of  vindicating  its  principles,  and 
promoting  the  various  objects  which  it  has  in  view.  It  is  now 
laying  the  axe  at  the  root  of  the  tree  qf  slavery  in  this  country  ; 
and  though  some  may  stand  afar  off  and  mock,  and  close  their 
ears  to  the  sound  of  its  blows,  and  demand  evidence  of  its  effi- 
ciency, seeing  the  tree  has  not  yet  fallen  ;  yet  in  due  time  this 
Bohon  Upas  shall  be  prostrated,  as  it  were  in  the  twinkling  of 
an  eye,  and  consumed  to  ashes. 

School  Fond)  from  John  Kenrick,  Esq.  of  Newton,  Maw.  ;  Fifty  Dollaru 
(incladiog  fineen  dollars  to  constitute  him  a  life  member)  from  Mr.  Ebenezeb 
Dole,  of  Hallowell,  Me.  ;  Fifty  Dollars  from  Mrs.  Sarah  H.  Winslow, 
and  Fifteen  Dollan  from  Mrs.  C.  WiifSLOw,  both  of  Portland,  Mo. 

*  Appendix  B. 
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An  Auxiliary  Society  has  been  formed  in  the  Theological  Sem- 
inary at  Andover.  A  society,  based  upon  the  same  principles, 
has  also  been  formed  in  Hudson  College,  Ohio,  under  the  aus- 
pices of  the  President  and  Professors  ;  and  also  a  kindred  asso- 
ciation in  Lynn,  Massachusetts.  Other  societies,  it  is  expected, 
will  be  speedily  organized  in  Portland,  Providence,  Bath,  Hal- 
lowdl,  New-Haven,  and  other  places.  The  light  which  has 
burst  forth  so  auspiciously  in  the  West,  is  the  harbinger  of  a 
mighty  victory. 

In  closing  their  Report,  the  Managers  would  earnestly  and 
feelingly  conjure  abolitionists  in  this  country  to  maintain  their 
grotmd,  firmly  and  confidently.  The  controversy  is  not,  in  fact, 
between  them  and  the  oppressors  of  their  fellow  men,  but  be- 
tween these  oppressors  and  Jehovah.  Their  cause  is  based 
upon  the  immutable  principles  of  justice  and.  righteousness.  It 
must  prevail.  Let  full  reliance  be  placed  upon  the  promises  of 
Him  who  has  said  that  he  will  maintain  the  cause  of  the  afflicted 
and  the  right  of  the  poor  ;  let  every  thing  be  done  that  may  and 
should  be  done  ;  let  the  heart  be  inspired  but  by  one  principle 
— love  to  God  and  love  to  man;  let  abolition  societies  be  es- 
tablished in  every  town  and  village  in  the  free  states  ;  and  the 
speedy  emancipation  of  the  slaves  is  sure. 

The  blood  of  the  millions  who  have  perished  unredressed  in 
this  guilty  land  ;  the  sufierings  and  lamentations  of  the  millions 
who  yet  remain  in  cruel  servitude  ;  the  groans  and  supplications 
of  bleeding  Africa ;  the  cries  of  the  suffering  victims  in  the  holds 
of  the  slave-ships  now  wafted  upon  the  ocean  ;  the  threatenings 
and  judgments  of  the  God  of  all  flesh  ;  all  demand  the  utter  and 
immediate  annihilation  of  slavery. 

^nd  let  all  the  peopky  from  the  Lakee  to  the  dtlanticj  and 
from  Maine  to  the  shores  of  the  PacifiCy  in  one  mighty  burstj 
thunder^'  AMEN,  and  AMEN  ! ' 
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The  Legislature  of  Louisiana  has  enacted  that  whosoever 
shall  make  use  of  language,  in  any  public  discourse,  from  the 
bar,  the  bench,  the  pulpit,  the  stage,  or  in  any  other  place  what- 
soever shall  make  use  of  language,  in  any  private  discourses,  or 
shall  make  use  of  signs  or  actions  having  a  tendency  to  produce 
discontent  among  the  colored  population,  shall  sufier  imprison- 
ment at  hard  labor,  not  less  than  three  years,  nor  more  than 
twenty-one  years,  or  death,  at  the  discretion  of  the  court  !  ! 
It  has  also  prohibited  the  instruction  of  the  blacks  in  Sabbath 
Schools — $500  penalty  for  the  first  offence — death  for  the  sec- 
ond !  !  The  Legislature  of  Virginia  has  passed  a  biU  which 
subjects  1^1  free  negroes  who  shall  be  convicted  of  remabing  in 
the  commonwealth  contrary  to  law,  to  the  liability  of  being  sold 
by  tht  sheriff.  All  meetings  of  free  negroes,  at  any  school-house 
or  meeting-house,  for  teaching  them  reading  or  writing,  are  de- 
clared an  unlawful  assembly  ;  and  it  is  made  the  duty  of  any 
justice  of  the  peace  to  issue  his  warrant  to  enter  the  house  where 
such  unlawful  assemblage  is  held,  for  the  purpose  of  apprehend- 
ing or  dispersing  such  free  negroes.  A  fine  is  to  be  imposed  on 
every  white  person  who  instructs  at  such  meetings.  All.  eman- 
cipated slaves,  who  shall  remain  more  than  twelve  months,  con- 
trary to  law,  shall  revert  to  the  executors  as  assets.  Laws  have 
been  passed  in  Georgia  and  North  Carolina,  imposing  a  heavy 
tax  or  imprisonment  on  every  free  person  of  color  who  shall 
come  into  their  ports  in  the  capacity  of  stewards,  cooks,  or  sea- 
men of  any  vessels  belonging  to  the  non-slaveholding  States. 
The  Legislature  of  Tennessee  has  passed  an  act  forbidding  firee 
blacks  from  coming  into  the  State  to  remain  more  than  twenty 
days.  The  penalty  is  a  fine  of  from  ten  to  fifty  dollars,  and  con- 
finement in  the  penitentiary  from  one  to  two  years.  Double  the 
highest  penalty  is  to  be  inflicted  after  the  first  offence.  The 
act  also  prohibits  manumission,  without  an  immediate  removal 
from  the  State.  The  last  Legislature  of  Maryland  passed  a  bill, 
by  which  no  free  negro  or  mulatto  is  allowed  to  emigrate  to,  or 
settle  in  the  State,  under  the  penally  of  fifty  dollars  for  every 
week's  residence  therein  ;  and  if  he  refuse  or  neglect  to  pay 
such  fine,  he  shall  be  committed  to  jail  and  sold  by  the  sheriff 
at  public  sale  ;  and*no  person  shall  employ  or  harbor  him>  under: 
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the  penalty  of  twenty  dollars  for  every  day  he  shall  be  so  em- 
ployed, hired  or  harbored  !  It  is  not  lawful  for  any  free  blacks 
to  attend  any  meetings  for  religious  purposes,  unless  conducted 
by  a  white  licensed  or  ordained  preacher,  or  sdme  respectable 
white  person  duly  authorised  !  All  free  colored  persons  resi- 
ding in  the  State,  are  compelled  to  register  their  names,  agesj 
&c.  &c.  ;  and  if  any  negro  or  mulatto  shall  remove  from  thd 
State,  and  remain  without  the  limits  thereof  for  a  space  longer 
than  thirty  consecutive  days,  unless  before  leaving  the  State  he 
deposits  with  the  clerk  of  the  county  in  which  he  resides,  a  writ- 
ten statement  of  his  object  in  doing  «o,  and  his  intention  of  return- 
ing again,  or  unless  he  shall  have  been  detained  by  sickness  or 
coercion,  of  which  he  shall  bring  a  certificate^  he  shall  be  regard- 
ed as  a  resident  of  another  State,  and  be  subject,  if  he  return,  to 
the  penalties  imposed  by  the  foregoing  provisions  upon  free  ne- 
groes and  mulattoes  of  another  State,  migrating  to  Maryland  ! 
It  is  not  lawful  for  any  person  or  persons  to  purchase  of  any  free 
negro  or-  mulatto  any  articles,  unless  he  produce  a  certificate  from 
a  justice  of  the  peace,  or  three  respectable  persons  residing  in 
his  neighborhood,  that  he  or  they  have  reason  to  believe,  and  do 
believe,  that  such  free  negro  or  mulatto  came  honestly  and  bona 
fide  into  possession  of  any  such  articles  so  oflfered  for  sale  ! 

All  the  above  named  Legislatures^  with  one  exception^  have 
passed  resolutions  highly  encomiastic  of  the  American  Cploniza' 
tion  Society  ! !  The  Senate  of  Louisiana  has  adopted  similar 
resolutions  ! 


SUPREME  JUDICIAL  COURT—Dec.  4,  1832. 
Before  Shaw,  Chief  Justice* 

Case  of  Francisco.  A  habeas  corpus  was  brought  against 
Mrs.  Howard,  a  lady  who  had  resided  in  the  Island  of  Cuba,  in 
order  to  have  the  body  of  Francisco,  a  colored  boy  12  or  14 
years  of  age,  (whom  it  was  alleged  that  the  defendant  intended 
to  carry  to  the  Island  of  Cuba,  and  there  keep  or  sell  as  a  slave,) 
brought  before  the  Court. 

The  defendant,  in  her  return  to  the  habeas  corpus^  staled  in 
writing,  that  the  boy  Francisco  was  her  servant,  that  he  was  free, 
and  that  she  did  not  claim  him  as  a  slave,  and  submitted  herself 
to  such  order  in  the  premises  as  the  Court  might  see  fit  to  make. 

To  contradict  this  return,  several  witnesses  were  produced, 
who  proved  that  Mrs.  Howard  purchased  Francisco  as  a  slave, 
that  she  had  held  him  as  a  slave  at  Havana,  and  had  brought 
him  with  her  from  thence  to  this  country,  that  she  intended  to 
carry  him  back  to  Havana,  and  that  she  had  spoken  of  him  sinc^e 
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slie  had  been  here,  as  her  slave,  her  properly,  &c.,  and  had  ex» 
hibited  great  anxiety  lest  he  should  be  taken  away  from  her  while 
in  this  country.  The  evidence  was  strong  to  show  that  Mrs* 
Howard  intended,  or  had  intended  until  this  habeas  corpus  was 
brought,  to  claim  him  as  her  slave  in  Havana,  on  her  return  there. 

On  behalf  of  Mrs.  Howard,  evidence  was  produced  to  prove 
tbat  the  boy  was  very  much  attached  to  her,  and  she  to  him  ; 
.  that  she  had  treated  him  with  great  kindness,  and  had  no  design 
to  sell  him  ;  and  that  before  leaving  the  Havana,  she  was  admon- 
ished that  he  would  become  free  on  being  brought  into  this 
country,  and  that  the  boy  preferred  going  with  her  to  remaining 
here. 

Curtisj  on  behalf  of  Mrs.  Howard,  contended,  that  the  court 
ought  not  to  deprive  her  of  the  care  of  a  boy,  whom  she  had 
treated  kindly,  and  who  was  attached  to  her,  and  desirous  of 
going  with  her  ;  that  the  boy  was  free,  and  would  still  continue 
to  be  free,  on  going  to  Havana  ;  that  his  actual  condition  would 
probably  be  better,  if  he  went  with  her,  than  if  he  was  kept  in 
this  country  ;  and  her  counsel  further  stated  that  she  was  per- 
fectly willing  to  have  the  question,  whether  or  not  the  boy  should 
go  with  her,  left  to  his  own  decision.  In  support  of  this  course, 
he  cited  a  case  decided  by  Chancellor  Kent,  and  another  by  the 
Supreme  Judicial  Court  of  Massachusetts,  in  the  matter  of  a 
writ  of  habeas  corpus^  directed  to  the  society  of  Shakers,  to  re- 
lieve a  young  person  detained  by  them.  The  counsel  also  de- 
fied the  authority  of  the  court  to  interfere  in  a  case  where  the 
respondent  exercised  no  restraint  over  the  person  of  the  minor, 
and  the  minor  himself  made  no  complaints  of  restraint  or  detain- 
ment, but  remained  with  the  respondent  of  his  own  free  will. 

Sewallj  on  the  other  side,  urged  that  Francisco,  on  being 
brought  into  Massachusetts,  became  free  ;  that  it  was  evidently 
Mrs.  Howard's  intention  to  make  him  a  slave  again,  when  she 
arrived  at  Havana ;  that  ho  was  entitled  to  the  same  protection 
of  the  court  as  any  other  free  person  in  Massachusetts  ;  and 
that  the  court  ought  to  interfere  to  preserve  him  from  slavery. 
His  affection  for  Mrs.  Howard,  and  his  desire  of  going  with  her, 
were  no  sufficient  reasons  for  sending  him  to  a  place  where  he 
would-  inevitably  be  deprived  of  his  freedom.  And  the  counsel 
requested,  that  as  Vrancisco  was  too  young  to  determine  what 
was  for  his  interest,  the  court  would  appoint  a  guardian  to  act 
for  him  in  the  case. 

Shaw,  C.  J.,  after  examining  Francisco  privately,  and  ascer- 
taining that  it  was  his  desire  to  go  with  Mrs.  Howard,  delivered 
an  opinion,  of  which  the  following  is  a  very  imperfect  sketch. 

The  question  before  the  court  is  one  of  great  importance. 
The  writ  of  habeas  corpus  is  intended  for  the  protection^  neir- 
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sonal  liberty.  If  Mrs.  Howard,  in  her  return  to  the  writ,  had 
claimed  the  boy  &s  a  slave,  I  should  have  ordered  him  to  be 
discharged  from  her  custody.  But  it  appears  from  her  return 
to  the  writ,  that  she  does  not  claim  him  as  a  slave.  The  boy, 
by  the  law  of  Massachusetts,  is  in  fact  free ;  and  Mrs.  Howard 
having,  by  her  return  to  the  writ,  disclaimed  to  hold  him  as  a 
slave,  has  made  a  record  of  his  freedom,  and  cannot  make  him 
a  slave  again  in  the  Island  of  Cuba. 

The  evidence  shows  that  up  to  a  very  recent  period,  she  in- 
tended to  claim  him  as  a  slave  on  carrying  him  back  to  Havana. 
But  after  the  disclaimer  which  she  has  made  in  her  return,  ought 
the  Court  to  interfere  to  prevent  the  boy  from  going  to  Cuba 
with  her,  merely  because  he  will  be  in  more  danger  of  being 
made  a  slave  there,  than  if  he  was  retained  in  this  State*?  I 
think  not.  I  know  of  no  precedent  of  a  guardian  ad  litem  being 
appointed  in  a  case  of  this  kind.  The  Court  must  act  as  the 
boy's  guardian.  He  appears  to  be  attached  to  Mrs.  Howard, 
and  to  be  desirous  of  going  with  her,  and  I  think  it  is  for  his  in- 
terest to  be  allowed  to  do  so,  if  he  pleases.  He  can  therefore 
go  with  her  or  not  as  he  chooses.  And  all  persons  will  be  pro- 
hibited from  interfering  or  attempting  by  force  to  prevent  him 
from  going  with  her,  if  such  continues  his  wish. — Boston  Jltlas, 


REPORT  ON  THE  FOREIGN  AND  DOIVfESTIC  SLAVE  TRADE. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  inquire  into  the  state  of  the 
Foreign  and  Domestic  Slave  Trade^  most  respectfully  submit  the 
following  report  : 

Notwithstanding  the  prohibition  of  the  African  slave  trade  by 
the  laws  and  treaties  of  all  nations,  it  appears,  by  the  rep  rts  of 
British  cruisers  who  have  within  the  last  year  captured  a  number 
of  vessels  freighted  with  African  slaves,  that  the  trade  is  still 
prosecuted  with  unabated  rigor;  and  thousands  are  annually 
stolen  away  from  their  homes  in  Africa,  and  transported  across 
the  ocean,  to  supply  those  Christian  markets  where  men,  women 
and  children  are  bought  and  sold  like  brute  beasts  ;  fully  demon- 
strating that  so  long  as  there  is  a  market  for  human  beings,  laws, 
treaties  and  navies,  aided  by  the  power  of  moral  and  christian 
influence,  are  insufficient  to  restrain  the  avarice  of  wicked  men 
from  tearing  from  their  peaceful  homes  those  hapless  victims  of 
their  cupidity,  and  consigning  them  to  a  life  of  bereavement, 
mourning  and  wo. 

It  can  hardly  be  supposed  that  the  statistics  of  an  iUicit  trade 
can  be  very  accurately  ascertained  ;  but  it  is  u;iiversally  admit- 
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ted  that  the  demand  for  slaves,  in  the  yet  unglutted  marts  of 
christian  states  and  colonies,  has  caused  the  trade  to  be  prose- 
cuted with  as  much  severity  and  rigor  since  its  legal  prohibition 
as  before.  And  it  is  contrary  to  all  experience  to  suppose  that 
it  can  ever  be  abolished,  but  by  abolishing  the  market. 

Appalling  as  is  the  contemplation  of  the  wickedness,  cruelty 
and  sufferings  attendant  on  the  African  slave  trade,  we  turn  with 
deeper  horror  to  the  countless  woes  and  more  aggravated  cringles 
of  the  American  slave  trade.  Here,  where  '  the  trade  in  slaves 
and  souls  of  men  '  is  legalized,  and  counted  honorable,  we  have 
more  correct  data  for  statistical  calculation. 

One  sixth  part  of  the  people  of  the  United  States  of  America 
are  held  as  property,  and  regarded  as  articles  of  commerce  ! 

One  hundred  thousand  children,  annually  born  in  the  United 
States,  are  raised  like  cattle,  to  be  sold  and  transferred  from  one 
owner  to  another,  without  any  regard  to  their  will  or  welfare  ! 

When  a  slaveholder  dies,  his  men,  women  and  children  are 
appraised  and  sold,  and  there  is  witnessed  one  of  those  heart- 
rending scenes  of  human  agony,  which  may  be  better  conceived 
than  described  in  words.  The  miserable  victims  of  this  inhuman 
system  are  brought  to  the  stand,  one  by  one,  and  each  separate- 
ly knocked  off  to  the  highest  bidder.  Husbands  are  separated 
from  their  wives,  parents  from  children,  friend  from  friend,  and 
lover  from  lover,  and  every  endearing  tie  of  nature  and  affection 
is  most  unfeelingly  sundered,  causing  the  heavens  to  resound 
with  their  cries  and  their  groans.  And  it  is  not  only  at  the  death 
of  a  slaveholder  that  these  scenes  of  anguish  and  despair  are  wit- 
nessed ;  for  '  the  trade  in  slaves  and  souls  of  men  '  is  one  of  the 
most  extensive  branches  of  commerce  in  our  country,  and  prob- 
ably amounts  to  twenty  millions  of  dollars  in  a  year.  Men  sell 
tlieir  own  children,  and  their  brothers  and  sisters  ;  and  every 
day  in  which  the  light  of  heaven  shines  upon  our  guilty  land, 
does  it  witness  the  image  of  God  exposed  at  public  sale,  and 
that,  too,  by  men  who  would  be  offended  were  we  to  call  them 
cannibals.  Even  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  under  the  exclu- 
sive jurisdiction  of  the  general  government  of  the  Republic,  men 
and  women,  whose  only  crime  is  that  they  are  descended  from 
African  parents,  are  sold  to  inland  pirates,  who  purchase  them 
for  the  western  market. 

In  the  contemplation  of  these  things,  we  are  compelled  to  ex- 
claim,— Oh,  America  !  how  long  shall  it  prove  a  misfortune  and 
a  curse  to  a  portion  of  thy  children,  that  their  ancestors  were 
not  permitted  to  remain  in  a  land  of  heathens  ?  How  long,  in 
this  Christian  land,  shall  these  unfortunate  people  be  regarded  as 
merchandise,  and  be  denied  that  instruction  which  is  essential 
for  rational,  intelligent  and  immortal  souls  ?       Digitized  by  GoOqIc 
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•  Mftj  the  Cbristian  churches  in  our  kad  speedily  clear  their 
skirts  of  the  stab  of  blood  !  May  they  make  haste  to  put  away 
from  them  this  abomination,  which  has  so  long  obstructed  their 
progress,  and  obscured  their  glory  ;  that  the  glad  voices  of  ran- 
Mxned  millions  may  unite  with  those  who  love  the  Lord,  in  as- 
cribing unto  Him,  who,  with  a  mighty  hand  and  outstretched 
arm,  delivered  Israel  from  the  house  of  bondage,  the  praise  of 
havi]^,  in  like  manner,  delivered  his  children  from  oppression  in 
this  guilty  land  ! 
In  behalf  of  the  Committee,  ARNOLD  BUFFUM. 


CONBTITUTION  OF  THE  NEW-ENGLAND  ANTI-SLAVERY  SOCIETY. 

PREikMBLE. 
Whereas,  we  believe  that  Slavenr  is  contrary  to  the  precepts 
of  Ghristiaaity,  dangerous  to  the  liberties  of  the  country,  and 
oi^bt  immediately  to  be  abolished  ;  and  whereas,  we  believe  that 
the  citizMis  of  New-England  not  only  have  the  right  to  protest 
minst  it^  but  are  under  the  highest  obligation  to  seek  its  remov- 
al by  a  moral  influence  ;  and  whereas,  we  believe  that  the  free  * 
people  of  color  are  unrighteously  oppressed,  and  stand  in  need 
of  our  sympathy  and  benevolent  co-operation  ;  therefore,  recog- 
mmg  the  mspired  declaration  that  Ood  ^  hath  made  of  one  blood 
all  nations  of  men  for  to  dwell  on  all  the  face  of  the  earth,'  and 
ii  <d)edience  to  our  Saviour's  golden  rule,  ^  all  things  whatsoever 
ye  would  that  men  should  do  to  you,  do  ye  even  so  to  them  ; 
we  agree  to  form  ourselves  into  a  Society,  and  to  be  governed 
by  the  foUowing 

CONSTITUTION. 

Article  1 .  This  Society  shall  be  called  the  New-England 
Anti-Slavery  Society. 

Art.  2.  The  objects  of  the  Society  shall  be,  to  endeavor,  by 
all  means  sanctioned  by  law,  humanity  and  religion,  to  effect  the 
abolition  of  slavery  in  the  United  States  ;  to  improve  the  char- 
acter and  condition  of  the  free  people  of  color,  to  inform  and 
correct  public  opinion  in  relation  to  their  situation  and  rights, 
and  obtain  for  them  equal  civil  and  political  rights  and  privileges 
with  the  whites. 

Art.  3.  Any  person  by  signing  the  Constitution,  and  paying 
to  the  Treasurer  fifteen  dollars  as  a  life  subscription,  or  two  dol- 
lars annually  shall  be  considered  a  member  of  the  Society,  and 
entitled  to  a  copy  of  all  its  official  publications. 

Art.  4.  The  officers  of  the  Society  shall  be  a  President, 
Vice  Presidents,  a  Corresponding  Secretary,  a  Recording  Sec- 
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retary,  a  Treasurer,  and  ten  Counsellors,  who  shall  be  elected 
annually,  by  ballot,  on  the  fourth  Wednesday  of  January,  or 
subsequently  by  adjournment,  and  shall  hold  their  respectire 
ofiBces  until  others  are  chosen. 

Art.  5.  The  foregoing  officers  shall  constitute  a  Board  of 
Managers,  to  whom  shall  be  entrusted  the  disposition  of  the 
funds,  and  the  management  of  the  concerns  of  the  Society.  They 
shall  have  power  to  make  their  own  by-laws,  to  fill  any  vacancy 
which  may  occur  in  their  Board  and  to  employ  agents  to  pro- 
mote the  objects  of  the  Society. 

Art.  6.  There  shall  be  a  public  meeting  of  the  Society  an- 
nually, on  the' third  Wednesday  of  January,  at  which  the  Board 
of  Managers  shall  make  a  Report  of  their  doings  for  the  past 
year,  and  of  the  income,  expenditures,  and  funds  of  the  Sjociety. 

Art.  7.  The  President  shall  preside  at  all  meetings  of  the 
Society  and  of  the  Board  of  Managers,  or  in  his  absence  one  of 
the  Vice  Presidents,  or  in  their  absence  a  President  peo  tern. 

Art.  8.  The  Corresponding  Secretary  shall  receive  and  keep 
all  comnumications  or  publications  directed  to  the  Society,  and 
transmit  those  issued  by  them,  and  shall  correspond  with  the 
agents,  or  any  other  bodies  or  individuals,  according  to  the  di- 
rections of  the  Society  or  the  Managers. 

Art.  9.  The  Recording  Secretary  shall  notify  all  meetings 
of  the  Society  and  of  the  Board  of  Managers,  and  keep  the  rac*- 
ords  of  the  same. 

Art.  10.  The  Treasurer  shall  collect  the  subscriptions  and 
donations  to  the  Society,  hold  all  its  funds,  and  make  pajnnents 
according  to  the  directions  of  the  Managers  ;  and  he  sbaU  keep 
a  true  account  of  the  same,  and  render  a  statement  to  accompa- 
ny the  Annual  Report  of  the  Society. 

Art.  11.  Any  Anti-Slavery  Society,  or  any  association  found- 
ed on  kindred  principles,  may  become  auxiliary  to  this  Society^ 
by  contributmg  to  its  funds,  and  may  communicate  with  us  by 
letter  or  delegation. 

Art.  12.  The  Society  shall  hold  meetings  on  the  last  Mon- 
day of  March,  June,  and  September,  for  the  ti^ansaction  of  any 
business  which  may  be  presented  by  the  Board  of  Managers,  or 
for  addresses,  or  for  discussion  of  any  subject  connected  with 
the  objects  of  the  Society.  Special  meetings  may  be  called  by 
the  Board  of  Managers,  or  by  the  Recording  Secretary  on  ap- 
plication from  ten  members  of  the  Society. 

Art.  13.  This  Constitution  may  be  altered  at  the  Annual 
Meeting  for  the  choice  of  officers,  provided  the  amendments 
proposed  to  be  made,  have  been  submitted  to  the  Board  of  Mana- 
*  gersy  in  writing,  one  month  previous. 
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IiBTTBR  TO  THOBflCAS  OXiARKSOlT. 


Liverpool,  10th  Month,  2d,  1832. 
Mr  Dear  Friend  : — 

It  has  caused  me  deep  regret  to  see  thy  name  amongst  those 
of  many  well-tried  friends  of  humanity  as  supporters  of  the 
American  Colonization  Society  ;  though  I  am  not  surprised  that  . 
many  under  the  mask  of  a  voluntary  and  prosperous  settlement 
of  free  blacks  on  the  coast  of  Africa — a  measure  in  which  every 
friend  of  humanity  must  rejoice — have  been  led  to  support  a 
scheme,  the  nature  and  effects  of  which  are  of  a  very  aifferent 
character. 

in  judging  of  this  scheme,  we  ought  never  to  lose  sight  of  two 
facts  with  respect  to  the  enslaved  Africans  in  the  United  States, 
in  which  the  enormities  of  that  free  country  have  exceeded 
those  of  any  other.  The  first  is,  that  slaves  are  regularly  bred 
for  sale.  The  second,  that,  in  many  of  the  States,  the  laws 
affecting  free  blacks  are  of  so  violently  persecuting  a  character 
as  to  compel  those  who  obtain  their  liberty  to  leave  those  Statas. 
From  the  former  of  these  causes,  instances  must  often  occur, 
{from  the  state  of  morals  in  slave  countries,)  of  fathers  selling 
tbeir  own  children  !  !  From  the  latter  has  originated  the  Colo- 
nization Society  ;  it  arose  out  of  those  prejudices  against  color, 
and  IS  a  durect  attempt  to  extend  the  same  principle  to  trans- 
portation. 

Why  are  slaveholders  so  anxious  to  send  away  free  people  of 
color  f  Because  their  slave  institutions  would  be  endangered 
by  the  competition  of  respectable  free  black  laborers  ;  and  they 
dread  still  more  their  education  and  advancement  in  science.  If 
they  were  desirous  of  serving  the  free  blacks,  they  would  in- 
struct them  at  home,  (not  a/etr  of  them,  but  every  one  that  they 
send,)  and  not  send  them  in  ignor^ce  to  a  barbarous  country. 

To  this  real  scheme  of  transporting  the  people  of  color  a 
professed  one  is  attached,  for  the  ultimate  extinction  of  slavery, 
oy  the  transportation  of  the  whole  black  population  to  the  coast 
of  Africa  ;  and  vn^  are  gravely  told  that  one  hundred  thousand 
slaves  are  ready  to  be  given  up,  if  means  can  be  found  of  sending 
them  to  Africa  !  A  most  extraordinary  statement,  and  one  for 
which  I  believe  there  is  no  foundation,  in  either  fact  or  proba- 
bility. Can  it'be  believed  that  the  slaveholders  of  the  United 
States  are  ready  to  give  up  their  property,  worth  at  least  jw€^ 
millioni  sterling  9 — a  liberality  unheard  of  since  the  foundation 
of  the  world.     In  all  the  rest  of  the  United  States*  enough  to> 
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pa^  tbe  expense  of  their  emigration  cannot  be  raised,  and  hence 
it  IS  sougfal  for  in  England.  If  there  was  any  truth  in  this  won- 
derful statement,  we  must  all  of  us  have  been  sadly  deceived 
about  the  debasing  effects  of  slaveholding  on  the  minds  of  those 
engaged  in  it.  No  other  occupation  ever  produced  such  extra- 
ordinary liberality. 

It  would  be  interesting  to  know  to  what  class  these  men  be- 
long. 4s  it  the  practice  of  selling  their  own  children  which  has 
produced  this  extraordinary  effect  ?  Or  are  these  men  amongst 
the  slave  buyers,  who  purchase  them  for  no  other  purpose  than 
to  give  them  their  freedom  so  soon  as  the  means  of  sending  them 
to  Liberia  can  be  found  f  Is  it  not  strange  indeed,  that  any 
man  can  be  bold  enough  to  make  assertions  so  obviously  at  va- 
riance with  truth  ?  To  whatsoever  extent  this  transportation  of 
slaves  was  carried,  the  slaveholders  know  that  the  price  of  those 
slaves  which  remained  would  be  enhanced,  and  their  condition 
embittered,  by  the  removal  of  all  hopes  of  liberty,  so  precious 
to  the  human  soul.  The  free  qolored  people  being  kept  few  and 
poor,  will  be  prevented  from  rising,  by  feir  competion,  to  the 
equal  rank  and  honor  to  which  that  competition  naturally  con- 
ducts, when  not  marred  in  its  progress  by  some  such  scheme  as 
the  American  Colonization  Society.  No  wonder  that,  with  the 
exception  of  some  who  do  not  understand  the  plan,  the  planters 
are  friendly  to  the  colonization  scheme.  But  the  free  people  of 
cok)r  are  opposed  to  this  scheme.  They  have  committed  no 
crime,  and  do  not  like  to  be  transported  and  sufier  the  highest 
penalty  of  the  law  next  to  death. 

To  whatever  extent  the  United  States  expatriate  their  cotton 
cukivators,  they  destroy  one  of  the  chief  sinews  of  their  own 
prosperity,  and  increase  the  temptation  to  other  States  to  renew 
the  slave  trade  by  fresh  importations.  The  whole  revenue  of 
the  United  States,  for  thirty  years  to  come,  would  be  required 
to  purchase  tbe  slaves,  and  to  transport  them  and  the  free  blacks 
to  Africa.  Such  an  idea  as  the  extinction  of  slavery  by  means 
of  the  Colonization  Society  fan  never  have  been  seriously  con- 
templated. No  !  perpetuation^  and  not  extinction  of  slavery^  is 
its  object ! 

The  first  command  ever  given  to  man  was — '  Be  fruitful  and 
multiply.'  Who  can  doubt  that  it  h  for  his  interest  to  obciy  this 
and  every  other  command  of  God  ?  But  in  no  case  is'  it  so 
manifest  as  when  in  a  state  of  slavery.  The  value  of  men,  as 
of  every  other  commodity,  is  governed  by  their  plenty  or  scar- 
city ;  where  they  are  so  abundant  that  parishes  are  willing  to 
pay  tbe  expenses  of  emigration  to  get  rid  of  them,  there  must  be 
an  end  of  slavery.  Every  increase  of  numbers  tends,  whilst  it 
is  a  proof  of  better  treatment,  to  promote  the  mitigation  and  final 
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extincttoa  of  ^veiy  ;  and  it  must  be  admitted  that  the  Ameri- 
cans evince  this  proof  of  better  treatment. 

The  shves  in  the  United  States  have  rapidly  increased,  and 
this  increase  has  been  highly  beneficial  to  the  cause  of  humanity. 
It  is  estimated  that  they  have  increased  since  1808,  (the  time  of 
both  our  and  their  abolition  of  the  slave  trade,)  from  1,130,000 
to  j2,01 0,000,  and  they  have  more  than  trebled  the  growth  of 
cotton  since  the  peace  of  1814,  and  have  reduced  its  price  to 
one  third  of  what  it  then  was,  though  the  Brazils,  with  all  their 
slave  trading,  have  only  added  one  fourth  part  to  their  growth  of 
cotton  in  the  same  time.  Hence  it  is  plain,  that  if  there  has 
been  any  increase  in  the  cotton  cultivators  of  Brazils,  few  or  no 
slaves  can  have  been  impcnrted  for  its  cultivation.  May  we  not 
then  sav  that  (he  increase  of  the  slave  population  of  the  United 
States  has  done  more  than  all  our  enormous  expenditure  for  the 
suppression  of  the  African  slave  trade  ? 

It  cannot  but  be  interesting  to  thee  to  know  what  would  have 
been  the  effect  of  a  similar  increase  in  the  English  West  Indian 
slaves.  Had  they  increased  in  the  same  proportion  as  those  of 
the  United  States  (since  the  abolition  of  the  slave  trade)  their 
numbers  would  have  been  728,317  more  than  they  now  are, 
whieh,  if  employed  in  the  cultivation  of  sugar,  would  have  been 
sufficient  to  have  produced  an  increase  of  240,000  tons  annually, 
whilst  all  the  slave  trading  of  the  Brazils  and  Cuba  and  the  French 
colonies  have  only  added  115,000  tons  to  their  growth.  Such 
an  increase  of  sugar  would  have  greatly  reduced  its  price,  and 
iscmsequently  the  price  of  slaves,  and  thereby  have  destroyed 
the  slave  trade  for  the  growth  of  sucar,  as  it  has  long  since  ex- 
tbguished  that  for  the  .cultivation  of  indigo,  and  more  recently 
for  the  growth  of  cotton. 

The  disguise  is  now  removing,  and  the  real  tendency  of  the 
Society  is  becoming  apparent.  A  bill  was  reported  to  House 
of  Delegates  of  Virginia,  for  sending  the  free  blacks  away  by 
force ;  but  though  this  compulsoqr  clause  was  rejected,  it  is  ad- 
ded that  several  other  motions  were  made,  and  decided  by  ma- 
jorities which  amply  proved  the  determination  of  the  House,  to 
adopt  some  measure  for  the  removal  of  the  free  blacks.  These 
legislators  admit  that  the  free  blacks  will  not  leave  the  land  with- 
out some  sort  of  force  ;  which  may  either  be  absolute,  or  by 
rendering  their  situation  absolutely  intolerable. 

Great  injury  has  been  done  to  the  cause  of  negro  emancipa- 
tion by  the  encouiagement  which  the  agent  of  this  most  diabol^ 
ical  scheme  has  received  from  the  sanction  of  thy  name.  The 
term  diabolical  is  not  too  severe  ;  for  never  did  Satan,  with  more 
success,  transform  himself  into  an  angel  of  light,  than  in  the  gloss 
which  has  covered  its  deformities.  Digitized  by  GooqIc 
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These  persecuted  free  blacks  view  the  whole  plan  with  the 
abhorrence  which  is  justly  due  it,  and  with  which  we  should 
view  a  plan  of  general  transportation  from  the  land  of  our  na- 
tivity. The  slave-owners  are  its  advocates  and  supporters. 
Surely  the  name  of  Clarkson  will  be  withdrawn  from  the  ranks 
of  the  oppressors,  and  will  be  found,  as  it  has  ever  yet  been, 
amongst  the  friends  of  the  oppressed  African  race. 

Let  us  repair  the  injury  which  has  been  done  on  both  sides 
of  the  water  by  this  unholy  connection  between  slaveholders 
and  philanthropists ;  for  since  this  scheme  has  been  on  foot,  its 
deadening  influence  on  the  energies  of  the  friends  of  humanity 
in  the  United  States  has  been  most  manifest. 

Let  there  no  longer  be  any  doubt  which  side  is  taken  by  the 
philanthropists  of  England.  .  Let  them  declare  their  deep  feel- 
ing of  sympathy  with  these  sorely  persecuted  and  oppressed 
people  ;  and  such  an  example  will  be  followed  in  the  U.  States, 
where  the  friends  of  humanity  will  hasten  to  leave  the  ranks  of 
the  oppressors,  and  the  cause  of  justice  will  again  flourish. 

May  I  particularly  request  thy  attentive  perusal  of  the  follow- 
ing twenty  pages,  written  by  my  friend  Charles  Stuart,  one  of 
the  most  devoted  Christians  I  have  ever  known,  and  an  un- 
wearied advocate  of  the  oppressed  Africans. 
I  am,  with  great  regard. 

Thy  sincere  friend, 

JAMES  CROPPER. 
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aXTR  A0T8. 


I. 

*  Tell  those  who  would  paralyze  your  exertions  in  this  right- 
eous cause,  hy  anticipations  of  danger,  or  considerations  of  na- 
tional policy — that,  whatever  is  moral  duty^  can  never,  ultimate- 
ly, be  a  polUical  evil — that  to  do  evil  that  good  may  come — or 
to  avoid  good,  lest  evil  should  come,  is  as  crooked  a  doctrine  in 
Politics  as  it  is  in  Divmity  ;  and  if  a  Heathen  could  exclaim, 
^  Fiat  Jwtitia  rwU  C(eZttm,'  well  may  the  Christian  adopt  sim- 
ilar language,  with  his  clearer  views,  and  stronger  confidence  in 
the  superintendence  and  protection  of  a  Power  as  Omnipotent 
as  Just !' — MoliHonist^a  Catechism* 

11. 

*  Come  forward,  we  beseech  you,  as  men — and  as  christians  ; 
temperately,  but  fearlessly — constitutionally,  but  decidedly — 
in  the  support  of  every  legitimate  measure  for  the  utter  aboli- 
tion of  a  System  which  no  prospect  of  private  gain — no  consid- 
eration of  public  advantage — ^no  plea  of  political  expediency — 
can  sufficiently  justify  or  excuse  : — ^thus  will  you  extend  the 
blessbgs  of  liberty  to  Hundreds  of  Thousands  of  your  fellow- 
creatures — ^hold  up  to  an  enlighteneilli^orld  a  glorious  and  merciful 
example — and  stand  among  the  foremost  in  the  defence  of  the 
violated  rights  of  Human  Nature.' — AtUi- Slavery  Tract. 

m. 

^  It  is  quite  evident  that  our  slave  system  will  be  abolished, 
and  that  its  supporters  will  hereafter  be  regarded  with  the  same 
public  feelings,  as  he  who  was  an  advocate  of  the  slave  trade  is 
now.  How  is  it  that  legislators,  or  that  public  men,  are  so  in- 
different to  their  fame  ?  Who  would  now  be  willing  that  bi- 
ography should  record  of  him — This  mah  defended  the 
Slave  Trade  ?  The  time  will  come  when  the  record,  This 
MAN. OPPOSED  the  ABOLITION  OF  Slavert — will  occasiou  a 
great  deduction  from  the  public  estimate  of  worth  of  character. 
When  both  these  atrocities  are  abolished,  .and  but  for  the  page 
of  history  forgotten,  that  page  will  make  a  wide  difference  be- 
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tween  those  who  aided  the  abolition,  and  those  who  obstructed 
it.  The  one  wiU  be  ranked  amongst  the  Howards  that  are  de- 
parted, and  the  other  amongst  those  who,  in  ignorance  or  in 
guilt,  have  employed  their  litde  day  in  inflicting  misery  upon 
mankind.' — Dymond's  Essays. 

TV. 
^  I  am  for  speedy,  immediate  abolition.  I  care  not  what 
caste,  creed,  or  color,  slavery  may  assume — I  am  for  its  total, 
ks  instant  abolition.  Whether  it  be  personal  or  political,  men- 
tal or  corporeal,  inteDectual  or  spiritual,  I  am  for  its  immediate 
abolition.  I  enter  into  no  compromise  with  slavery  ;  I  am  for 
justice,  in  the  name  of  humanity,  and  according  to  the  law  of 
the  living  God. '—  O'  Connell 
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PROCEEDINGS 

OF  THE 

KEW-ENGLAND    ANTI-SLAVERY    SOCIETY, 

AT  ITS 

SNBOCDsnD  iisnrviiiL  mauBvusrdi^ 

The  second  annnal  meeting  of  the  New-England  Anti-Slavery  Society 
was  held  at  Boylstoh  Hall,  on  Wednesday  evening,  Jan.  15, 1834. 

Rev.  £.  M.  P.  Wells,  of  Boston,  one  of  the  Vice-Presidents,  took  the 
chair. 

The  meeting  was  opened  with  prayer  by  Rev.  Aaron  Pickett  of  Read- 
ing, Mass. 

The  Rev.  Aaron  Pickett  and  Capt  Jonas.  Parker  of  Reading,  and  Mr. 
Benjamin  Brierly  of  Amesbary,  appeared  as  Delegates  from  their  respec- 
tive Anti-Slavery  Societies,  and  their  credentials  were  read  by  the  President 

The  Report  of  the  Board  of  Managers  was  read  by  Samuel  E.  Sewall, 
Esq.,  Corresponding  Secretary ;  and  also  highly  interesting  letters  from  the 
following  gentiemen — Arnold  BufTum,  Philadelphia,  Pa. ;  Rev.  Samuel  J. 
May,  Brooklyn,  Ct ;  John  6.  Whittier,  Esq.,  Haverhill,  Mass. ;  and  Rev. 
Elam  Smalley  of  Franklin,  Mass. 

Horace  P.  Wakefield,  Esq.  of  Reading,  moved  that  the  Report  be  ac- 
cepted and  printed  under  the  direction  of  the  Board  of  Managers. 

He  congratalated  the  Society  upon  the  extraordinary  advancement  which 
the  sacred  cause  of  emancipation  had  made  under  its  auspices.  It  was 
still  going  right  onward ;  and  no  power  could  make  it  retrograde  or  station- 
ary, but  that  which  caused  the  shadow  on  the  dial-plate  of  Ahaz  to  go 
backwards,  and  the  sun  to  stay  its  course  in  the  heavens. 

Mr.  Garrison  said  he  rose  simply  to  second  the  motion  for  printing  the 
Report — ^not  to  make  a  speech.  Three  years  ago,  he  told  the  base  plun- 
derers of  his  species,  in  the  slaveholding  States,  that  they  should  hear  him, 
of  him,  and  from  him,  in  a  tone  and  with  a  frequency  that  should  make  them 
tremble.  How  faithful  he  had  been  in  the  performance  of  his  pledge, 
let  a  quickened,  an  astonished,  and  a  repenting  nation  testify. 

The  motion  wait  unanimously  adopted. 

Rev.  Mr.  Phelps,  of  Boston,  offered  the  following  resolution : 

Resolved,  That  the  condition  of  the  slaves  in  the  United  States  is  such 
'  as  to  make  a  strong  appeal  to  the  sympathy  and  benevolence  of  every 
friend  of  God  and  man. 

Sir,  said  Mr.  Phelps,  in  offering  this  resolution,  it  is  my  design  to  diseoss 
the  question  of  the  slave's  treatment.    In  so  doing,  however,  I  wish  to  say 
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difUnctly,  at  the  oatset,  that  I  do  not  do  it  because  I  suppose  the  question 
of  the  guilt  or  innocence  of  slavery  is  one  of  treatment  merely.  It  is  often 
so  regarded  and  so  discussed.  Multitudes  seem  to  imagine  that  if  the 
slave  be  kindly  treated,  his  servitude  is  all  very  well — there  is  little  or  no 
harm — ^little  or  no  guilt  in  it  And  nothing  more  is  needed,  than  to  assure 
them  that  the  slave  is  thus  treated,  and  all  then:  sympathies  are  lulled  to 
Bleep  in  a  moment  This,  however,  is  a  mistaken  view  of  the  subject 
The  question  of  slavery — its  guilt  or  innocence — is  not  one  of  treatment, 
kind  or  cruel.  It  is  solely,  a  question  of  PRiifciPLE,  and  I  wish  it  to  be  so 
understood  at  the  outset  What  is  it  to  me.  Sir,  whether  a  man  robs  me  in 
a  polite,  genteel,  gentlemanly  way,  or  in  a  way  somewhat  more  ruffian- 
like ?  That  alters  not  the  fact  that  I  am  robbed,  and  that  the  man  who 
does  this,  is  a  robber.  He  is  none  the  less  a  robber  from  the  fact  of  his 
being  a  genteel,  gentlemanly  one.  The  question  in  such  &  case  is  solely 
a  question  of  principle— the  principle  of  the  thing,  not  of  the  manner  in 
which  it  is  done. 

Sir,  I  am  not  going  into  the  whole  question  of  the  treatment  of  the  slaves. 
I  will  only  take  a  single  item — that  of  whipping.  And  here  it  should  be 
borne  in  mind  distinctly,  that  there  are  no  laws  at  the  south  to  prevent  the 
master  from  inflicting  any  degree  of  cruelty  on  his  slave-^eath  itself  even 
not  excepted — if  there  be  no  white  person  present  to  witness  and  testify  to 
the  fact    Here  are  some  fifteen  difierent  modes  of  whipping  the  slaves: 

1.  What  is  called  Picketing — ^i.  e.  laying  the  slave  prostrate,  tying  each 
hand  and  foot  to  a  stake  drove  in  the  ground,  and  then  whipping  him  on 
the  bare  back.  And  the  whip,  sir,  you  understand,  consists  of  a  short 
stout  stick,  with  a  long  loaded  lash,  so  that  when  used  by  an  expert  hand, 
every  blow  flays  the  skin  from  the  flesh.  Other  modes  of  whipping  are  these. 

2.  Tying  the  hands  under  (he  knees,  in  such  a  way  that  the  slave  cannot 
help  himself,  and  then  whipping  him  at  pleasure. 

^  T^uig  ihe  daioe  over  a  harrtlj  or  something  of  the  kind.  One  person 
eaid  he  had  himself  been  whipped  in  this  way  until  the  skin  was  flayed 
from  the  flesh,  firom  the  small  of  his  back  to  his  thighs,  in  such  a  way  that 
he  was  unable  to  sit  down  for  several  days. 

4.  Co&Hn^,  08  it  is  called.  The  individual  in  this  case  is  stretched 
naked  over  a  barrel,  or  something  of  the  kind,  and  the  blows  are  inflicted 
with  a  broad  paddle,  made  of  Lard  wood,  smooth  and  perforated  with  holes 
of  about  half  an  inch  in  diameter. — At  each  blow,  every  ?iole  raises  a  blister! 

5.  Catting.  Here  the  individual  is  stretched  on  a  ladder,  and  whipped 
as  before  on  the  bare  back,  at  the  pleasure  and  caprice  of  the  master. 
Then  a  cat  is  taken  and  her  claws  drawn  down  the  back,  and  sometimes 
the  torment  is  consummated  by  washing  the  flayed  back  down  with  sati- 
water! 

6.  Sometimes  their  feet  are  fastened  to  ring-bolts  in  the  floor,  and  the 
hands  fastened  to  something  overhead.    One  individoal  told  me  he  had  seen 
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the  walla  in  the  flogging  room,  in  a  cotton  mill,  where  sla? es  were  flogged 
in  this  way,  aU  htspaitertd  voiih  blood! 

7.  Whipping  in  the  stocks. 

8.  Whipping  with  walnut  switches,  heated  in  the  fire.  One  said  he 
had  known  a  woman  in  Maryland,  tied  up  in  this  way,  and  whipped  on  her 
bare  back. 

9.  Slaree  are  sometimee  tied  np  by  their  wrists,  firee  firom  the  ground, 
the  feet  fastened  together,  a  heavy  pole  thrust  between  the  legs,  so  as  to 
increase  the  weight  upon  the  wrists,  and  then  whipped,  hanging  in  that 
position. 

10.  The  slave  is  made  to  stand  off  the  length  of  the  whip,  and  receive 
any  number  of  lashes  the  master  chooses  to  inflict 

11.  A  slave,  for  some  cause,  offered  to  strike  a  white  man,  was  seized, 
arms  extended  and  lashed  to  a  stick  thus,  ( f )  and  then  whipped  at  the  cor- 
ners of  the  streets  in  one  of  the  Southern  cities.  The  whipping  was  re- 
peated for  four  or  five  successive  days. 

12.  A  slave,  who  was  a  husband  and  father,  was  made  to  strip  his  wife  * 
and  daughter,  and  whip  them. 

13.  On  the  sugar  plantations,  the  overseer,  on  Monday  morning,  makes 
examination  to  see  if  the  task  for  the  preceding  week  be  done.  If  not,  he 
lays  down  the  driver  and  whips  him.  Then  gives  him  the  whip,  and  orders 
him  to  *  go  through  the  field ' — ^i.  e,  whip  the  gang.— And  he  must  do  it 
He  refuses  at  his  peril. 

14.  The  women  they  sometimes  put  astride  a  wooden  horse,  or  some- 
thing fixed  for  the  purpose,  breast  to  breast,  and  then  inflict  the  blow  on 
the  bare  back — on  the  hare  back  of  women,  Sir  ! 

15.  The  last  mode  I  dhall  mention  is  *  whipping  them  on  spikes,^  A 
piece  of  plank  is  taken,  perforated  with  holes,  and  sharp  wooden  pins  or 
spikes  inserted  therein.  This  is  laid  on  the  floor,  the  slave  is  made  to 
stand  on  it  with  bare  feet,  his  hands  are  lashed  together  over  his  head,  and 
drawn  up  just  so  that  he  must  either  rest  his  whole  weight  on  the  sharp 
wooden  pins,  or  relieve  himself  by  bending  his  knees  and  resting  his  weight 
on  his  wrists.  In  this  positron  he  is  whipped.  In  one  instance,  said  my 
informer,  (an  intelligent  colored  preacher,)  I  have  known  a  man  whipped 
in  this  way,  and  left  tied  up  and  standing  on  the  pins,  during  the  whole  night ! 

And  this,  Sir,  is  the  comfort  of  the  slaves !  These  are  the  beings  who 
are  so  happy,  and  contented,  and  comfortable !  Ay,  and  the  half  is  not  yet 
told.  This  is  mere  physical  suffering.  Their  moral  condition !  Oh,  Sir,  I 
have  not  time  to  dwell  upon  it ;  but  to  think  of  two  millions  and  more  of  im- 
mortal souls — ^two  millions  lying  at  dur  very  door,  famishing  for  the  bread  of 
life — and  yet,  such  are  the  laws,  we  may  not,  must  not,  at  our  peril,  give 
them  a  single  bible — not  a  morsel  of  that  bread  of  life  eternal !  Sir,  is  not 
their  condition  one  that  makes  an  appeal,  a  heart-rending  appeal,  to  the 
sympathy  and  benevolence  of  every  friend  of  God  and  man  ?  Yes,  sir,  it 
does ;  and  however  it  may  for  aAime  be  unheeded,  rely  upon  it^  it  will  be 
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heeded  ere  long.  It  will  be  felt  Slumbering  lyinpithy  ^ill  be  arouied. 
The  scales  will  fall  from  off  the  eye  of  American  benevolence.  And  a 
tide  of  holy  indignation  will  rise,  and  swell,  and  roll  over  this  land,  and 
sweep  away  every  vestige  of  this  accursed,  abominable  thing,  and  thus 
turn  back  from  us  the  indignation  and  the  judgments  of  a  holy  God. 

Mr.  Phelps's  resolution  was  unanimously  adopted. 

Rev.  Mr.  Perry,  of  Mendon,  offered  the  fdlowing  resolution : 

Resolved^  That  the  immediate  Emancipationist  is  the  true  friend  of  the 
Slaveholders,  of  the  Slaves,  and  of  his  Country. 

In  supporting  thi*  resolution,  Mr.  Perry  forcibly  remarked — 

In  his  providence  God  has  a  voice  to  man,  which  none  can  fail  to  hear 
and  understand  but  those  who  close  their  ears  and  steel  their  hearts  against 
it  And  by  his  providence  he  has  made  a  proclamation  of  the  sinfulness  of 
slavery :  and  with  that  proclamation  before  me,  I  hesitate  not  to  consider 
every  pretended  defence  of  slavery  from  the  Bible  as  a  refuge  of  lies,  which 
will  not  bide  the  day  of  coming  retribution.    To  that  proclamation  I  appeaL 

Why,  I  ask,  the  sterility  that  marks  some  of  the  fidrest  and  loveliest 
portions  of  this  fair  and  lovely  land?  What  is  the  meaning  of  arsenals, 
arms,  and  a  standing  army,  in  the  midst  of  a  peaceful  population  ?  Why 
the  fear  with  which  the  planter  opens  his  door  in  the  morning,  and  the 
caution  with  which  he  closes  it  at  night  ?  Why  those  fears  which  lead  him 
to  lock  the  door  of  knowledge,  and  hide  the  key  from  his  slave  ?  that  close 
even  the  book  of  God  to  his  enquiring  gaze  ?  Why  do  men  go  armed  with 
dirk  and  pistol  ?  Why  the  midnight  patrol  ?  Why  does  the  fond  father, 
while  absent  from  home,  tremble  when  he  thinks  of  his  wife,  and  children 
around  their  own  fireside  ?  Why  the  midnight  shriek  and  the  midnight 
carnage,  which  have  already  disturbed  the  quiet  of  half  our  land  ?  Why, 
sir,  these  are  tokens  of  the  curse  which  a  holy  God  has  written  out  against 
oppression.  They  are  His  cail  to  immediate  repentance.  They  are  the 
foretaste  of  coming  retribution.  And  with  such  a  proclamation  of  the 
gqik  of  slavery,  shall  we  stop  to  reason  with  those,  who,  with  the  Bible  in 
their  hands,  would  fain  persuade  us  that  God  sanctions  slavery  ?  Sir,  aUw- 
try  is  a  sin ;  and  close  upon  its  heels  is  treading  a  fearful  retribution. 
And  is  it  not  the  part  of  a  friend,  to  urge  the  slaveholder  to  break  off  that 
SIB  by  immediate  repentance,  and  thus  avert  that  coming  retribution  ? 

Sir,  the  conscientious  Abolitionist  may  bear  the  name  of  *  reckless  incen- 
diary ; '  but  while  my  soul  retains  the  perceptions  of  right  and  wrong,  I 
shall  deem  him  the  true,  though  rejected  friend  of  the  slaveholder. 

Jehovah  is  a  God  who  hateth  oppression — He  will  not  long  be  trifled 
with.  For  the  nation  and  kingdom  that  will  not  serve  Him  shall  perish ; 
yea,  those  nations  shall  be  utterly  wasted.  God  has  long  called  us  to  tm* 
mediate  repentance ;  but  we  have  sinned  on,  until  as  a  nation  our  judgment 
now  of  a  long  time  lingereth  not,  and  our  damnation  slumbereth  not  The  • 
dark  cloud  of  God's  vengeance  is  gathering  over  us.  We  have  heard  its 
distant  rumblings,  and  seen  the  distant  lightnings,  and  temporised  and  de*- 
Jayed  repentance  to  a  more  convenient  tune.    And  now  that  cloud  of  wr 
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h^hgd  over  oar  devoted  land,  and  Its  thunders  are  breaking  in  upon  our 
ears,  and  the  Hgrhtnings  of  wrath  are  flashing  around  ue.  And  soon,  if  we 
hold  on  in  our  guilt,  it  will  hurtt  upon  our  devoted  heads,  and  sweep  U9 
away  into  forgetfiilnesii  with  the  guilty  nations  which  have  perished  before  us. 
Ifr.  Perry's  resolution  was  seconded  by  James  C.  Odiome,  and  adopted^ 
The  Society  adjourned  to  meet  at  such  time  as  the  managers  might 
appoint 

Pursuant  to  the  adjournment,  the  Society  met  at  the  Temple,  Tremont 
Street,  on  Monday  evening,  March  10, 1834. 

Rev.  E.  M.  P.  Welb  in  the  chair. 

The  meeting  was  opened  with  prayer  by  Rev.  C  P.  Grosrenor,  of  Salem. 

Several  impropriate  hymns  were  sung  with  great  taste  and  effect  by  a 
choir  of  colored  diildren,  under  the  direction  of  Miss  Paul  and  the  Misses 
Yates. 

Mr.  Garrison  offered  the  following  resolution,  which  was  adopted : 

Resolved,  That  the  rapid  progress  which  the  anti-slavery  cause  has 
made  within  the  last  two  years,  is  attributable  to  the  divine  blessing  upon 
the  humble  exertions  and  limited  means  put  forth  in  its  behalf,  and  encour- 
ages the  expectation  that  the  da^is  not  far  distant  when  complete  deliver- 
ance shall  be  given  to  that  portion  of  our  countrymen  now  groaning  in 
bondage. 

At  the  close  of  his  speech,  Mr^  Garrison  said-^ 

While  God  sits  upon  the  throne  of  the  universe,  neither  the  oppressed 
nor  their  advocates  are  authorized  to  despair.  It  becomes  us  to  humble 
ourselves,  to  exalt  his  truth,  and  to  glorify  his  name,  at  the  wonders  he  has 
wrought  in  public  sentiment,  by  the  feeblest  instruments  and  the  most  lim- 
ited means,  within  a  short  period.  Let  us  see,  Sir,  whether  our  cause  has 
given  us  any  evidences  that  it  is  of  God.  What  have  we  had  to  contend 
against? 

A  profound  and  universal  moral  lethargy,  excessive  and  criminal  fear, 

and  total  ignorance All  the  venomous  prejudices  cherished  toward  the 

people  of  color An  earnest  and  general  desire  for  the  expulsion  of  our 

colored  population,  operating  through  a  ^werilil  combination— the  Ameri- 
can Colonization  Society All  the  wealth  of  the  country All  the 

intellectual  strength  of  the  country All  the  great  and  popular  nien  of 

the  country All  the  religious  denominations  in  the  country ^The 

legislatures  of  more  than  half  of  the  States. 

What  is  now  the  prospect  ? 

A  few  pens,  a  few  periodicals,  a  few  tracts,  and  a  few  limited  agencies, 
have  electrified  the  nation,  and  already  stirred  up  a  mighty  host  to  plead 
and  labor  for  the  oppressed.  Our  cause  is  rapidly  getting  complete  su- 
premacy in  New-England.  It  has  received  an  accession  of  wealth,  of 
talent,  of  piety,  and  of  unconquerable  zeal,  that  ensures  its  speedy  triumph. 
The  American  Colonization  Society,  that  Babel  of  prejudice  and  wicked- 
ness, has  been  overthrown,  and  upon  its  ruins  has  been  erected  the  Amer- 
ican Anti-Slavery  Society. 
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la  addition  to  that  Society  and  oar  own,  we  have  a  large  number  of 
male  and  female  anti-slavery  societies  in  various  parts  of  our  land,  which 
embrace  the  names  of  thousands  who  are  pledged  to  the  doctrine  of  imme- 
diate emancipation.  These  societies  are  multiplying  with  a  rapidity  which 
is  triily  astonishing.  The  glorious  cause  of  Temperance  has  not  been 
more  signally  prospered  than  our  own.  These  are  but  fiuiit  and  imperfect 
outlines  of  the  progress  which  the  truth  of  God,  and  the  humanity  of  the 
gospel,  have  made  within  the  last  three  years. 
^  Professor  Charles  Pollen  of  Cambridge,  offered  the  following  resolulioM : 

Resolved,  That  this  Society  has  for  its  sole  object  the  abolition  of  slav- 
ery in  the  United  States,  without  any  reference  to  local  interests,  political 
parties,  or  religious  sects. 

Resolvedf  That  it  is  the  object  of  this  Society  so  to  direct  public  senti-  \ 
ment  as  to  induce  tiie  slaveholders  to  liberate  their  slaves  of  their  own  ae* 
cord,  and  to  persuade  the  slaves  to  abstain  from  violent  means,  awaiting 
patiently  Uie  result  of  the  peaceable  measures  employed  by  their  frieads 
for  the  restoration  of  their  rights. 

These  resolutions  were  sustained  in  a  truly  adnurable  manner  by  the 
mover,  and  unanimously  adopted. 

Rev.  Mr.  Grosvenor,  of  Salem,  offered  the  following  resolution,  which  he 
advocated  in  a  powerful  speech: 

Resolved,  That  in  view  of  the  ignorance  existing  in  New-England,  on 
the  subject  of  slavery,  it  is  the  duty  of  the  ministers  of  Christ,  of  ali  de- 
nominations, to  inform  themselves  m  relation  to  its  true  character,  and  to 
use  their  exertions  for  its  speedy  and  entire  abolition,  as  the  gospel  of 
Jesus  Christ  shall  direct  them. 

The  resolution  was  unanimously  adopted. 

Rev.  Mr.  Grew,  of  Boston,  submitted  the  following  resolution : 

Resolved,  That  the  apathy  which  has  so  longpre  vailed,  and  which  still 
prevails  in  this  favored  land,  in  respect  to  the  afiecting  woes  of  our  colored  ~ 
brethren,  in  consequence  of  withholding  from  them  their  inalienable  rights, 
is  entirely  incompatible  with  all  the  principles  of  rcpublioaniflm, of  human- 
ity, and  of  our  holy  religion. 

The  remarks  of  the  reverend  gentleman,  in  support  of  his  resolution^ 
were  in  the  highest  degree  solemn  and  impressive. 

The  resolution  was  unanimously  adopted. 

On  motion  of  Rev.  Mr.  Yates,  it  was 

Resolved,  That  the  principles  and  operations  of  the  American  Coloniza- 
tion Society  are  anti-scriptural  and  anti-republican ;  and  therefore  ought 
to  be  execrated  by  every  lover  of  his  country,  and  friend  of  the  human 
family. 

On  motion  of  Samuel  E.  Sewall,  Esq.  it  was 

Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  the  Society  be  presented  to  the  juvenile 
choir,  and  the  ladies  who  have  conducted  it,  for  their  very  acceptable  ser- 
vices this  evening. 

Adjourned,  sine  die. 
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REPORT. 


It  is  now  two  years  since  the  New-England  Anti- Slavery 
Society  was  formed.  During  that  short  period,  many  events, 
highly  auspicious  to  the  great  cause  of  human  rights  in  which  it 
is  engaged,  have  occurred.  The  success  which  has  attended 
our  society,  and  others  that  are  engaged  in  the  same  benevolent 
enterprise,  has  been  rapid  far  beyond  our  most  sanguine  expec- 
tations. A  retrospect  of  the  past  year  must,  we  think,  satisfy 
every  candid  mind  that  this  opinion  is  not  erroneous. 

The  operations  of  the  Society,  during  this  period,  have  been 
very  extensive,  considering  its  limited  means.  A  number  of 
agents  have  been  employed  for  various  terms,  in  different  parts 
of  the  country,  who,  we  have  every  reason  to  believe,  have 
been  highly  useful  in  didusing  correct  opinions  on  the  subject  of 
slavery.  Among  these  we  mention  Arnold  Buffum,  Oliver 
Johnson,  and  Orson  S.  Murray. 

One  of  the  Society's  agents,  Moses  Hadley,  was  employed 
for  some  time  in  procuring  subscribers  to  petitions  for  the  aboli- 
tion of  slavery  in  the  District  of  Columbia.  He  obtained,  we 
believe,  more  than  twenty- five  hundred  signatures.  A  general 
feeling  appears  to  pervade  the  community  that  this  abominable 
system  ought  to  be  expelled  from  the  seat  of  our  government. 
A  large  number  of  petitions,  in  addition  to  those  obtained  by 
the  society's  agent,  it  is  supposed  will  be  presented  to  Congress 
at  its  present  session  for  the  same  object.  We  have,  it  is  true, 
little  hope  that  any  decisive  measure  will  be  adopted  by  that 
body  during  the  present  year.  But  bringing  the  subject  under 
discussion  there,  will  place  it  fairly  before  the  nation,  and  lead 
to  a  full  expression  of  that  public  opinion  which  really  exists, 
and  will  never  be  satisfied  until  slavery  in  the  District  is  aboUshed. 
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During  the  past  year,  a  immber  of  lectures  on  the  subject  of 
slavery  have  been  delivered  in  Boston  before  the  Society  and 
large  audiences,  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Phelps,  and  an  address  by  the 
Rev.  Mr.  May.  These  discourses  were  listened  to  with  deep 
interest.  Mr.  Phelps's  lectures  have  just  been  issued  from  the 
press.  Professor  Wright  also  had  several  public  discussions 
with  Mr.  Finley,  on  the  merits  of  the  Colonization  Society, 
which  we  believe  had  a  beneficial  influence  on  the  public  mind. 

During  the  year  the  New-England  Anti-Slavery  Society,  in 
connexion  with  the  Young  Men's  Anti-Slavery  Society  of  Bos- 
ton, has  commenced  the  formation  of  an  Anti-Slavery  Library, 
called  the  Wilberforce  Library.  A  number  of  volumes  have 
already  been  procured  by  donation  and  purchase.  This  insti- 
tution will,  it  is  believed,  prove  a  powerful  instrument  in  aid  of 
our  cause. 

The  most  important  measure  of  the  Society  during  the  year, 
was  sending  Mr.  Garrison  to  England.  The  objects  of  this 
mission  were  to  solicit  aid  for  the  Manual  Labor  School  for  Col- 
ored Children  contemplated  by  the  Society,  and  to  expose  the 
principles  and  measures  of  the  Colonization  Society.  In  both 
these  objects,  the  mission  has  been  abundantly  successful. 
Funds  to  a  considerable  amount  have,  in  consequence  of  Mr. 
Garrison's  exertions,  been  collected  for  the  school,  since  he  left 
England.  The  whole  amount  to  be  expected  from  this  source 
is  not  yet  known,  but  it  is  supposed  that  two  or  three  thousand 
dollars  will  be  realized. 

Mr.  Garrison,  by  his  public  and  private  labors  in  England, 
succeeded  in  convincing  almost  all  the  leading  abolitionists  in 
that  country,  of  the  injustice  and  absurdity  of  the  schemes  of 
the  Colonization  Society.  The  Protest  which  he  obtained  sign- 
ed by  a  number  of  distinguished  abolitionists  in  Britain,  deserves 
great  attention  in  this  country  as  the  honest  expression  of  opin- 
ion of  able  men,  far  removed  from  the  prejudices  which  operate 
in  the  United  States.  One  of  the  last  acts  of  the  long,  unstain- 
ed, and  glorious  life  of  the  venerable  Wilberforce,  was  putting 
his  name  to  this  protest.  We  mention  this  circumstance,  be- 
cause an  attempt  has  been  made  to  represent  him  as  favoring  the 


Digitized  by 


Google 


11 

CoIoDization  Society,  by  publishing  a  letter  of  his  to  Elliott 
CressoD,  which  was  written  some  time  before,  at  a  time  when  he 
had  adopted  favorable  impressions  in  regard  to  the  Society, 
which  fuller  information  led  him  to  reverse. 

During  the  year,  the  Society  has  been  deprived  by  death  of 
its  venerable  and  excellent  President,  John  Kenrick,  Esq.  He 
was  a  man  of  great  benevolence  and  integrity.  He  had  for 
many  years  before  his  death  taken  an  active  part  in  the  anti- 
slavery  cause. 

^  In  the  year  1816,  he  published  a  small  volume  compiled  by 
himself,  entitled  the  **  Horrors  of  Slavery.'*  This  work  is  in 
two  parts,  the  first  chiefly  composed  of  extracts  from  the 
speeches  of  British  statesmen  ;  the  second  chiefly  of  extracts 
from  American  writers.  It  contains  also  an  introduction  and 
concluding  remarks  by  the  compiler.  He  printed  3000  copies 
of  the  work  at  his  own  expense,  which  he  distributed  chiefly 
among  the  members  of  Congress,  and  of  the  State  Legislatures, 
and  other  persons  in  the  Northern  and  Western  States.'  ^ 

He  was  a  liberal  benefactor  of  our  Society,  having  given  do- 
nations to  it  to  the  amount  of  six  hundred  dollars,  including  two 
hundred  and  fifty  dollars  to  the  Manual  Labor  School. 

We  trust  that  the  example  of  this  active  and  devoted  philan- 
thropist will  animate  the  surviving  members  of  our  Society  to  re- 
newed exertions  in  the  glorious  cause  in  which  they  are  engaged. 

The  friends  of  the  abolition  of  slavery  in  this  country 
have  been  far  more  active  during  the  past  year  than  at  any  pre- 
vious period,  and  are  now,  undoubtedly,  more  numerous  and 
powerful  than  they  ever  have  been.  One  of  the  strongest  evi- 
dences of  this  fact,  is  the  number  of  new  anti-slavery  societies 
that  have  been  formed.  The  following  are  those,  accounts  of 
the  formation  of  which  have  fallen  under  our  notice. 

MAiwE.-^Maine  [Portland]  Anti-Slav«rv  Society;  Bath  do.;  Water- 
ville  do. ;  Brunswick  do. ;  Augusta  do. ;  Hallowell  do. ;  Portland  Female  do. 

New  Hampshire. — ^Plymouth  do. 

Vermont.— Jamaica  do«;  Peacham  do.;  Cabot  do.;  Crailsbury  do.; 
Waitflfield  do. ;  Walden  do. 

Massachusetts. — Reading  do.;  Amherst  College  do.;  Amesbory  do. ; 
Uzbridge  do. ;  Lowell  do. ;  Salem  and  Vicinity  do. ;  Nantucket  Colored 
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do. ;  Boston  Female  do. ;  Reading  Female  do. ;  Amesbaiy  Female  do. ; 
Boston  Young  Men's  Anti-Slavery  Association;  Waltham  Anti-Slavery 
Society. 

Rhoob  Island^ — Providence  do. ;  Pawtucket  do. ;  Assonet  do. 

Connecticut. — New  Haven  do. ;  Middletown  do. ;  Plainfield  and  Vi- 
cinity do. ;  Pomfret  do. 

New  York.— New  York  City  do.;  Oneida  Institute  do.;  Rochester  do. ; 
Rochester  Female  do. ;  Hudson  Female  do. 

Pennsylvania. — Pittsburgh  do.;  Philadelphia  Female  do. 

Ohio. — Vernon  do. ;  New  Garden  do. ;  Medina  do. ;  Western  Reserve 
do. ;  Paint  Valley  do. ;  Lane  Seminary  do. 

Illinois. — Putnam  County  do.* 

In  addition  to  these,  the  last  year  has  been  rendered  memora- 
ble by  the  formation  of  the  American  Anti-Slavery  Society. 
This  institution  was  formed  by  a  Convention  at  Philadelphia 
under  most  favorable  auspices.  Its  proceedings  are  already  be- 
fore the  public.  The  Declaration  signed  by  its  members,  which 
has  been  published,  exhibits  the  holy  resolution  of  mar- 
tyrs. It  is  difficult  to  estimate  the  effect  which  this  Society  is 
to  have  on  the  great  cause  of  abolition.  The  members  of  the 
Convention  which  formed  it,  coming  from  all  parts  of  the  coun- 
try, and  all  devoted  to  the  work  on  which  they  had  entered,  had 
their  hopes  animated  and  their  zeal  invigorated  by  the  meeting. 
Most,  we  believe  all,  of  those  whom  we  have  seen,  regard  it  as  one 
of  the  most  delightful  events  of  their  lives.  We  believe  that 
this  Society  is  to  have  a  permanent  and  powerful  influence  in 
our  country,  not  only  from  the  character  of  the  men  who  have 
formed  it,  but  also  from  the  principles  which  they  have  embrac- 
ed. The  great  truths  that  to  hold  slaves  is  a  sin,  and  therefore 
that  slavery  ought  immediately  to  be  abolished,  are  the  founda- 
tions on  which  the  American  Society  rests.  Founded  upon 
these  true  principles,  its  success  is  certain.  It  commends  itself 
to  the  hearts  and  the  consciences  of  the  people. 

We  have  not  yet  alluded  to  the  event,  which,  more  than  all 
others  which  have  happened  during  the  year,  important  as  they 
are,  is  to  hasten  the  abolition  of  American  slavery — we  mean 
the  act  abolishing  slavery  in  the  Colonies  of  the  British  empire. 
This  glorious  work,  for  which  so  many  philanthropists  have 
prayed  and  labored  so  long,  is  at  last  accomplished.  It  is  true 
that  there  are  great  defects  in  the  measure— that  the  full  enjoy- 

*  JBome  of  these  Societies  have  been  organized  since  the  Report  was  read. 
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ment  of  the  rights  of  the  emancipated  slaves  is  delayed  to  them 
(or  some  years,  and  that  the  plan  of  apprenticing  them  is  liable 
to  serious  objections.  But  after  making  all  deductions,  we  must 
admit  that  a  great  end  has  been  gained.  Eight  hundred  thou- 
sand fellow  men,  who  were  slaves,  have  become  freemen. 

*  This  event,'  we  borrow  the  words  of  a  recent  publication,* 
Ms  an  era  in  the  history  of  the  British  nation,  to  which  its  past 
records  afford  no  parallel.  When  the  memory  of  the  bloody 
victories  of  Cressy  and  Agincourt,  Blenheim  and  Waterloo, 
shall  become  dim  in  the  lapse  of  ages,  future  generations  of 
Britons  will  lopk  back  to  the  abolition  of  slavery  as  the  bright- 
est and  most  godlike  act  in  the  annals  of  their  country.  It  is  a 
triumph  of  the  higher  principles  of  our  nature,-— of  justice  and 
humanity,  over  selfishness,  prejudice,  and  avarice. 

^  The  apparent  apathy  with  which  the  news  of  an  event  so 
striking  and  momentous  has  been  received  in  this  country,  would 
be  surprising,  if  it  were  not  that  we  had  been  prepared  for  the 
measure  by  slow  and  successive  stages  of  information,  so  that 
long  before  the  passage  of  the  act  was  known,  the  result  was 
considered  certain. 

*  The  abolition  of  slavery  in  the  Pritish  colonies,  however, 
cannot  be  looked  upon  with  unconcern  in  the  United  States. 
Though  the  restoration  of  their  natural  rights  to  eight  hundred 
thousand  men,  however  distant  from  us,  is  an  event  interesting 
on  its  own  account,  yet  the  effects  which  it  is  to  produce  in  this 
and  other  slaveholding  countries,  are  even  more  important. 
When  the  British  king  put  his  name  to  the  statute  for  abolishing 
slavery  in  the  colonies,  he  signed  the  death  warrant  of  slavery 
throughout*  the  civilized  world. 

^  In  vain  will  slaveholders  and  their  adherents  attempt  to  re- 
sist the  moral  influence  of  Qreat  Britain.  The  moral  courage 
of  the  benevolent  will  be  strengthened,  the  moral  sensibility  of 
the  lukewarm  will  be  roused,  and  the  moral  force  of  the  great 
body  of  the  people  will  be  called  into  action,  to  exterminate  at 
once  and  forever  the  system  which  has  so  long  disgraced  man- 
hood and  Christianity.' 

*  The  Abolitionif  t  for  Oetober,  18S3. 
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Among  the  memorable  proceedings  of  the  last  jeaf  must  be 
ranked  the  persecution  of  a  lady,  Miss  Prudence  Crandall,  for 
the  heinous  offence  of  keeping  a  school  for  colored  females. 

Miss  Crandall,  who  had  for  some  years  kept  a  boarding  school 
for  young  ladies  in  Canterbury,  Connecticut,  with  considerable 
success,  about  a  year  ago  determined  to  devote  herself  to  the 
instruction  of  young  ladies  of  color.  Her  intention  having  been 
announced,  soon  occasioned  great  excitement  in  the  town* 
A  town  meeting  was  in  consequence  called,  at  which  some  vio- 
lent proceedings  took  place,  and  resolutions  denouncing  the 
school  were  passed.  Miss  Crandall,  having  formed  her  plans 
deliberately,  was  not  to  be  deterred  from  what  she  felt  to  be  her 
duty,  by  any  personal  considerations.  She  established  her 
school.  Since  that  time,  she  has  been  subjected  to  a  bitter  per- 
secution from  the  inhabitants  of  the  town.  They  petitioned  the 
legislature  of  the  State,  and  through  the  influence  of  a  leading 
man  in  the  town,  Andrew  T.  Judson,  Esq.,  procured  the  {mssage 
of  a  statute  in  May  last,  making  it  a  penal  offence  to  establish 
any  school  for  the  instruction  of  colored  persons  not  inhabitants 
of  the  State,  or  to  instruct  or  board  or  harbor  such  persons  com- 
ing into  the  State  for  the  purpose  of  being  instructed. 

Miss  Crandall,  believing  this  law  to  be  unconstitutional,  as  a 
violation  of  that  clause  of  the  constitution  which  gives  the  citi- 
zens of  each  state  all  the  privileges  and  immunities  of  citiasens 
in  the  several  States,  did  not  hesitate  in  the  course  which  she 
ought  to  adopt,  but  persevered  in  continuipg  her  school. 

She  was,  in  consequence,  arrested  for  a  violation  of  the  law, 
carried  before  a  justice  of  the  peace,  by  whom  she  was  commit- 
ted to  jail,  to  take  her  trial  at  the  next  session  of  the  County 
Court.  She  was  there  confined  in  the  same  room  which  the 
murderer  Watkins  bad  occupied  during  the  last  days  of  his  life.* 
She  was,  however,  only  confined  for  one  day,  as  bail  was  given 

*  There  has  been  some  dispute  upon  this  subieet.  If  our  memory  does  not 
deceive  ut,  Bliss  Crandall's  friends  having  published  that  she  had  been  confined  m  the 
same  cell  which  Watktns  had  occupied,  they  were  loudly  accused  of  falsehood  and 
misreoresentatioa.  The  fact,  however,  is  as  stated  in  the  text,  but  it  seems  the  persecu- 
tors of  Miss  Crandall  think  the  apartment  ought  not  to  be  called  a  eelL  We  confess 
ourselves  unable  to  decide  whether  the  room  should  be  called  a  cell  or  not,  but  are 
ready  to  grant  that  the  term  is  inappropriaue,  if  that  admission  has  any  tendency  to  illus* 
irate  the  humanity  of  her  c 
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for  her  the  day  after  she  was  committed.  At  the  ensuing  session 
of  the  Court  she  was  tried,  but  the  jury  did  not  agree. 

She  has  since  been  indicted  and  convicted  for  a  violation  of 
the  black  law  of  Connecticut.  And  she  and  her  younger  sis- 
ter have  since  been  prosecuted  for  a  further  violation  of  the 
same  law.  From  the  judgment  against  her,  she  has  appealed  to 
a  higher  court.  If  the  decision  of  the  highest  tribunal  of  the 
State  should  be  finally  against  her,  it  is  intended  to  carry  the 
constitutional  question  before  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United 
States.  Whether  free  people  of  color  are  entitled  to  the  pro- 
tection of  the  constitution  as  citizens,  is  one  of  the  most  inter- 
esting and  important  questions,  that  has  ever  been  agitated  in  the 
courts  of  law  in  our  country,  involving  in  its  decision  directly, 
the  rights  of  three  hundred  thousand  free  people  of  color, 
and  indirectly  of  more  than  two  millions  of  slaves.  That 
free  people  of  color,  bom  in  the  country,  are  citizens,  would 
seem  to  us  to  admit  of  no  dispute,  had  it  not  been  doubted  by 
respectable  lawyers  and  judges  in  Connecticut. 

In  addition  to  the  sufferings  to  which  Miss  Crandall  has  been 
exposed  by  these  repeated  prosecutions,  she  and  her  pupils  have 
been  subjected  to  numerous  insults^  injuries,  and  indignities  from 
the  petty  malice  of  her  neighbors.  Her  character  has  been 
traduced.  Her  property  has  been  attacked  and  injured,  her 
fences  defaced,  and  her  well  filled  up.  She  and  her  pupils  have 
been  denied  admittance  into  the  neighboring  meeting  house  to 
attend  public  worship.  For  a  time,  all  the  traders  in  the  place 
refused  to  sell  any  thing  to  her,  so  that  she  was  compelled  to 
send  to  a  considerable  distance  for  her  necessary  supplies.  In 
short,  every  thing  has  been  done  to  render  the  lives  of  herself 
and  the  inmates  of  her  house  uncomfortable. 

Under  all  these  disheartening  circumstances,  this  lady  has  con^" 
ducted  herself  with  exemplary  meekness,  discretion,  and  forti- 
tude. She  has  felt  herself  called  on  by  Providence,  to  main-' 
tain  the  rights  of  the  free  people  of  color,  and  for  this  caused 
she  has  submitted  unshrinkingly  to  the  exposure  of  a  public  trial, 
imprisonment  in  a  common  jail,  and  all  the  other  painful  inflic 
tlons  to  which  the  malice  of  her  enemies  has  exposed  her. 
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The  pelrsecutiOn  of  this  lady,  distressing  as  it  must  have  been 
to  herself  and  her  friends,  we  regard  as  highly  auspicious  to  the 
colored  race.  It  has  aided  in  bringing  her  school  into  notice. 
We  are  happy  to  state  that  this  establishment  is  now  in  a  very 
flourishing  condition.  She  has,  we  are  informed,  about  thirty 
pupils.  This  rapid  success  is  probably  to  be  ascribed  in  some 
degree  to  the  persecution  under  which  she  has  suffered.  But 
this  is  not  its  only  good  effect.  The  infuriated  proceedings  of 
Canterbury,  and  of  the  legislature  of  Connecticut,  have  roused 
a  general  feeling  of  indignation,  which  must  be  beneficial  to  the 
colored  race.  The  solemn  decision  of  the  Supreme  Court  of 
the  United  States  upon  the  constitutional  question  to  be  submit^ 
ted  to  it,  must  also  aid  the  same  cause.  And  the  general  dis- 
cussion of  the  rights  and  privileges  of  the  people  of  color,  and 
of  the  prejudices  against  them,  must,  if  any  thing  can,  rouse 
the  American  people  to  a  sense  of  the  cruelty  and  injustice  with 
which  they  have  so  long  treated  this  unfortunate  race. 

The  last  year  has  exhibited  a  rapidly  increasing  interest  in  this 
country  in  the  rights  of  the  slaves  and  people  of  color.  This 
interest  is  not  only  proved  by  the  number  of  anti-slavery  socie- 
ties formed,  but  by  many  other  circumstances.  More  has  prob- 
ably been  written  and  published  on  this  subject  during  the  last 
yeilr,  than  in  double  the  time  at  any  preceding  period,  except 
perhaps  during  the  agitation  of  the  Missouri  question.  Several 
newspapers  and  periodicals,  devoted  entirely  to  the  abolition  of 
slavery  and  other  connected  topics,  have  been  carried  on  during 
the  year  ;  besides  which  many  journals,  chiefly  occupied  by  other 
matter,  have  entered  extensively  into  the  discusssion  of  these 
subjects.* 

♦  The  following  is  an  imperfect  list  of  Newspapers  and  periodicals  in 
the  United  States  which  advocate  the  cause  of  abolition : — rhilanthropist, 
Brownsville,  Pa. ;  Observer,  Lowell,  Mass. ;  State  Journal,  Montpelier,  Vt; 
Anti-Masonic  Enquirer,  Rochester,  N.  Y. ;  Working-man's  Press,  New- 
Bedford,  Mass. ;  Rights  of  Man,  Rochester,  N.  Y. ;  Free  Press,  Hallowell, 
Me. ;  Gazette,  Haverhill,  Mass. ;  Friend,  Philadelphia,  Pa. ;  Emancipator, 
New  York  City ;  Massachusetts  Spy,  Worcester,  Mass. ;  Unionist,  Brook- 
lyn, Ct ;  Record,  Lynn,  Mass. ;  Evangelist,  New  York  City ;  Canonsburg 
Luminary,  Pa. ;  New-England  Telegraph,  North  Wrentham,  Mass. ;  Ge- 
nius of  Universal  Emancipation,  Washington,  D.  C. ;  Christian  Watch- 
maui  Boston,  Mass. ;  Messenger,  Printer's  Retreat,  Indiana ;  Liberator, 
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to  addition  to  this,  a  number  of  separate  works  on  the  subject, 
of  great  merit  and  value,  have  recently  appeared.  Among  them 
may  be  mentioned  Paxton^s  Letters  On  Slavery,  Wrighl^s  Sin 
of  Slavery,  Whittier^s  Justice  and  Expediency,  Mrs.  Child's 
Appeal,  and  Mr*  Child's  Speech.*  Without  going  into  any 
critical  exammation  of  these  works,  it  is  sufficient  to  soy  that 
Ifaey  are  admirably  adapted  to  promote  the  great  cause  which 
they  advocate.  These  works,  and  other  valuable  publications 
on  Slavery,  both  British  and  American,  have  been  widely  cir- 
culated during  the  year. 

Other  facts  might  be  stated  in  proof  of  the  assertion, 
that  the  situation  of  the  colored  race  excites  an  increasing 
attention  m  our  country.  In  Lyceums,  Debating  Soci* 
eties,  and  other  public  meetings,  the  comparative  merits  of 
the  Anti-Slavery  and  Colonization  schemes,  and  other  similar 
questions,  have  been  frequently  brought  under  discussion.  Nor 
is  this  all.  Slavery  has  become  a  frequent  topic  of  conversa- 
tion throughout  the  country.  In  taverns,  stages,  and  steamboats, 
the  subject  is  constantly  introduced.  A  great  variety  of  opin- 
ions has,  of  course,  been  expressed.  But  the  result  of  this 
increasing  discussion  is,  that  men  of  intelligence  and  virtue  are 
almost  daily  becoming  converts  to  anti-slavery  opinions,  or  ar« 
rapidly  approaching  them. 

The  sympathy  which  has  been  exhibited  towards  die  free 
people  of  color,  for  the  last  few  years,  has  led  them  to  feel  a 
greater  respect  for  themselves,  and  has  excited  them  to  great 
lexertions  to  elevate  their  condition.  Within  a  very  short  period, 
they  have  formed  associations  for  mutual  improvement  in  Boston, 
New- York,  and  Philadelphia,  and  in  other  places.  Theindica^ 
tions  of  rapid  moral  and  intellectual  advancement  among  diis 
class  of  our  fellow-citizens  are  numerous  and  encouraging. 

Boston,  Mass. ;  Palladium,  Bethania,  Pa. ;  Freemafs  Grreenfield,  Mass. ; 
Reporter,  Watertown,  N.  Y. ;  Philanthropist,  Providence,  R.  I. ;  Christian 
Secretary,  Hartford,  Ct ;  We,  the  People,  Plymouth,  Mass. 

•  Mr.  Phelps's  Lectures  have  been  published  since  the  Report  was 
written.  The  Managers  cordially  recommend  this  work,  as  well  as  those 
Mentioned  above,  for  general  circulation. 
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The  progress  of  anti-slavery  principles  has  recently  been  very 
fully  attested  by  the  clamor  raised  against  them  at  the  South. 
Not  only  have  their  newspapers  complained  of  Northern  aboli- 
tionists, but  even  some  of  their  governors  have  condescended  to 
attack  them. 

The  Managers  have  stated  a  few  facts  to  show  how  (ast  the 
principles  of  the  Society  are  gaining  ground.  Many  others 
might  have  been  mentioned.  But  enough  have  been  adduced  to 
prove  that  the  whole  country  is  gradually  awakening  to  the  evils 
of  slavery,  and  the  necessity  of  a  remedy.  The  secret  of  this 
change  lies  in  the  truth  of  the  doctrines  held  by  abolitionists. 

We  contend  that  man  can  have  no  rightful  property  in  man. 
From  this  great  principle,  we  draw  the  conclusion  that  eveiy 
slave  has  an  immediate  right  to  his  freedom.  Since  he  has  this 
right,  it  becomes  the  duty  of  every  master  at  once  to  emanci* 
pate  all  his  slaves,  and  of  all  legislatures  to  make  all  bondmen 
within  their  jurisdiction  free. 

To  this  doctrrae  of  immediate  emancipation,  many  objections 
have  been  urged.  It  is  said  that  though  the  slaves  have  a  right 
to  be  free,  yet  still  their  masters  have  a  valuable  property  in 
them,  of  which  it  would  be  cmel  to  deprive  them.  This  objec-* 
tion  is  inconsistent  enough.  For  if  the  slaves  have  a  right  to 
freedom,  their  masters  can  have  no  right  to  deprive  them  of  it. 
But  the  right  of  slaves  to  be  free  is  so  plain,  that  very  few,  ex- 
cept slaveholders,  ever  think  of  blaming  a  slave  for  running  away 
when  he  has  an  opportunity.  And  a  person  who  should  reproach 
a  slave  for  his  wickedness  in  running  away,  supposing  the  slave 
beyond  the  reach  of  his  master's  power,  would  only  be  laughed  at. 

But  it  is  urged  that  it  would  be  dangerous  in  the  extreme 
to  let  loose  two  millions  of  ignorant  and  degraded  men  to  prey 
upon  society  ;  that  they  are  incapable  of  enjoying  freedom,  and 
require  to  be  kept  under  guardianship  like  children  and  idiots. 

The  objection  deserves  to  be  examined  a  little  in  detail.  It 
evidently  concedes  that  the  slave  is  entitled  to  all  the  privileges 
of  a  freeman,  which  he  can  enjoy  consistently  with  the  safety 
of  society  and  his  own  good.  Does  he  then  enjoy  all  these  priv- 
ileges ?  Is  he  only  restrained  with  a  view  to  the  safety  of  so- 
ciety and  his  own   good  f  r^         t 
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Does  the  safety  of  society,  or  the  good  of  the  slaves,  require 
that  families  should  be  separated  in  sales,  parents  torn  from  chil- 
dren, and  wives  from  husbands  ?  No,  certainly  not.  No  one  will 
pretend  that  thus  to  rend  asunder  the  sacred  ties  of  blood  and 
affection,  can  render  society  more  secure,  or  the  slaves  more  hap- 
py. On  the  contrary,  is  it  not  evident  that  these  cruel  separations 
are  tolerated  solely  from  regard  to  the  interests  of  slave-owners  ? 
Is  it  not  manifest  that  by  violating  the  family  relations  of  the  slave, 
you  take  away  one  of  the  strongest  pledges  of  bis  obedience  ? 

Does  the  safety  of  society,  or  the  good  of  the  slaves,  require 
that  it  should  be  lawful  for  them  to  be  sent  by  compulsion  from 
one  part  of  the  country  to  another  ?  Will  it  be  pretended  that 
you  have  promoted  die  earthly  comfort  of  the  slave,  by  tearing 
him  from  the  home  of  his  love  in  Maryland,  and  sending  him  to 
perish  in  the  cultivation  of  the  cane  on  the  pestilential  banks  of 
the  Mississippi  ?  Can  it  be  said  that  the  safety  of  society  is 
promoted  by  such  a  measure,  when  it  is  notorious  that  these 
transported  slaves  excite  the  greatest  apprehension  in  their  new 
abodes,  by  their  violence,  plots,  and  insurrections  ?  No.  The 
internal  slave-trade  in  this  countiy,  which,  in  its  principles,  is 
as  nefarious,  and  in  its  practice  nearly  as  atrocious,  as  the  Afri- 
can slave-trade,  is  tolerated  solely  because  it  promotes  the  pe- 
cuniary interests  of  the  masters  of  slaves  in  Virginia  and  the 
other  slave  States. 

Does  the  safety  of  society,  or  the  good  of  the  slaves,  require  that 
they  should  be  bought  and  sold  at  all  ?  No,  certainly  not.  It  may 
be  for  the  pecuniary  interest  of  the  slaveholder  to  be  able  to  sell  his 
slaves.  But  the  slaves  themselves  would  evidently  be  more  quiet 
and  contented,  supposing  them  still  to  continue  to  labor  without 
wages,  if  they  could  be  transferred  only  with  the  estates  to  which 
they  belong,  and  could  not  be  compelled  to  labor  anywhere  else. 

Does  the  safety  of  society,  or  the  good  of  the  slaves,  require 
that  they  should  be  deprived  of  all  personal  rights,  should  be 
denied  the  right  to  hold  property,  and  to  maintain  actions  for 
injuries  done  them  ?  No,  certainly  not.  At  first  sight,  it  seems 
that  to  give  the  slaves  a  secure  property  in  their  hard  earnings 
gained  by  hours  of  extra  exertion,  and  to  allow  them  to  appeal 
to  the  laws  for  redress  when  their  persons  or  property  were  vio- 
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lated,  would  tend  to  make  them  more  happy  and  contented.  We 
should  not  suppose  that  they  would  be  more  dissatisfied,  because 
their  reasons  for  dissatisfaction  were  diminished. 

But  it  is  contended,  and  not  without  some  show  of  reason, 
that  the  moment  any  rights  are  conferred  on  the  slaves,  they  will 
begin  to  understand  how  valuable  are  the  rights  from  which  they 
are  still  debarred,  and  will  never  be  contented  till  they  have  gain- 
ed them  all.  We  perceive  the  full  force  of  the  argument ;  but 
it  leads  us  to  a  conclusion  directly  opposite  to  that  of  those  who 
urge  it.  The  uneasiness  of  the  slaves  would  not  arise  from 
some  rights  being  conceded  to  them,  but  from  others  being  de- 
nied them.  We  should  therefore  say,  remove  all  cause  of  dis- 
satisfaction, by  granting  them  all  the  rights  of  white  men. 

Again,  does  the  safety  of  society,  or  the  good  of  the  slaves, 
require  that  they  should  be  liable  to  be  flogged  at  the  arbitrary 
discretion  of  their  masters  and  overseers  ?  Again,  we  must 
answer,  certainly  not.  The  slaves  would  undoubtedly  be  much 
better  satisfied,  if  they  could  only  be  punished  by  the  order  of 
a  magistrate,  after  the  hearing  of  the  complaints  against  them. 
Perhaps  it  may  be  said,  that  if  slaves  could  only  be  punbbed  in 
this  way,  they  would  become  indolent  from  not  havmg  the  fear 
of  a  prompt  application  of  the  lash  constantly  before  them.  We 
are  not  prepared  to  admit  that  this  would  be  the  case,  if  all  pun- 
ishments were  taken  from  the  hands  of  the  master  ;  but  admit 
that  it  would  be,  it  only  shows  that  the  pecuniary  interests  of  the 
master  would  suffer  from  the  change  of  system,  not  that  society 
would  be  endangered  by  the  excesses  of  the  negroes,  or  that 
they  themselves  would  be  less  contented. 

Does  the  safety  of  society,  or  the  good  of  the  slaves,  require 
that  they  should  be  compelled  to  labor  wilbput  wages  ?  It  can- 
not be  pretended  that  the  community  would  be  unfavorably  af- 
fected by  having  the  negroes  paid  for  their  labor,  except  so  far 
as  it  might  make  labor  more  expensive.  But  it  seems  obvious 
that  a  change  of  this  kind  would  render  the  slaves  more  satisfied 
with  their  situation,  and  less  likely  to  violate  the  peace  of  the 
community. 

Does  the  safety  of  society,  or  the  good  of  the  slaves,  require 
that  to  teach  them  to  read  and  write  should  be  made  penal  of- 
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fences  ?  No.  It  is  not  kindness  to  the  slaves,  it  is  not  the 
safety  of  society,  but  love  of  slave  property,  and  the  safety  of 
the  slave  system,  which  dictate  the  laws  for  this  purpose. 

Does  the  safety  of  society,  or  the  good  of  the  slaves,  require 
that  their  offences  should  be  punished  with  far  greater  severity, 
than  the  same  acts  when  committed  by  white  persons  ? — 

But  it  is  needless  to  pursue  these  inquiries.  It  would  be  easy 
to  examine  ever}'  part  of  the  existing  system  of  slaver}'  in  the 
same  ifianner.  What  has  been  already  said,  however,  is  suffi- 
cient to  show  that  the  objections  against  each  particular  change 
are  not,  in  truth,  that  such  a  change  would  endanger  the  peace 
of  society,  or  prove  really  injurious  to  the  slave  himself,  but 
that  it  might  occasion  a  pecuniary  loss  to  slave  owners,  or  help 
to  undermine  the  whole  system.  It  must  be  obvious  that  the 
cruel  laws  and  the  oppressive  practices  engendered  by  slavery, 
are  defended  not  from  any  tender  regard  for  the  slave,  but  from 
a  determination  of  slaveholders  not  to  suffer  their  property  to 
be  impaired.  The  whole  system,  so  far  from  being  intended  to 
protect  the  slave,  is  constructed  for  the  manifest  purpose  of 
perpetuating  itself,  and  maintaining  the  privileges  of  slave  own- 
ers, regardless  of  the  rights  and  feelings  of  their  unfortunate 
victims. 

Let  the  advocates  of  slavery  point  out  any  imponant  parts  of 
their  lawn,  which  are  made  with  a  single  eye  to  the  good  of  the 
slaves  ;  show  the  benevolent  statutes  which  consider  these  igno- 
rant and  helpless  men  as  wards  under  the  guardianship  of  kind 
friends.  It  is  a  base  and  heartless  mockery  of  the  names  of 
justice  and  benevolence,  to  claim  their  countenance  for  Southern 
oppression.  It  is  monstrous  to  contend,  as  slaveholders  do, 
that  because  the  slaves  are  not  fit  to  enjoy  all  the  privileges  of 
enlightened  and  intelligent  freemen,  therefore,  their  bloody  stat- 
utes and  atrdcious  cruelties  are  justified.  Can  any  one  doubt, 
for  a  moment,  that  if  the  majority  of  southern  planters  had  a 
sincere  desire  of  making  their  slaves  free,  they  could  accomplish 
the  work  without  any  danger  ? 

But  it  is  urged  that  notwithstanding  no  objection  may  be  ap- 
parent to  some  particular  changes  in  the  system  of  slavery,  yet 
if  the  whole  system  should  be  overthrown  at  once,  terrible  dis* 
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asters  would  inevitably  ensue — the  slaves,  freed  from  their  pres- 
ent restraints  and  having  no  new  ones  in  their  place,  would  run 
riot,  refuse  to  labor,  and  subsist  hj  plundering  the  peaceable 
citizens.  Let  us  admit  this  objection  in  its  full  force,  and  what 
is  the  conclusion  ?  that  injustice,  cruelty,  and  oppression,  are  to 
be  tolerated  and  fostered  forever,  because  their  abandonment  may 
produce  temporary  evils  ? 

f^rhaps  we  have  paid  the  arguments  of  slaveholders  more  at-* 
tention  than  they  really  merit ;  for  any  one,  who  considers  the 
subject  of  emancipation  candidly,  must,  we  think,  be  satisfied 
that  our  opponents,  like  other  men  who  are  defending  themselves 
against  charges  which  they  are  ashamed  of,  put  forth  not  the 
reasons  which  really  influence  their  conduct,  but  those  which 
seem  to  them  most  likely  to  strike  their  antagonists.  Thus, 
while  slaveholders  defend  their  perseverance  in  the  present  sys- 
tem on  the  ground  of  humanity,  and  the  fear  of  creating  disturb- 
ance by  a  change,  the  animating  motive  to  their  conduct  is, 
with  most  of  them,  a  sense  of  their  own  interest. 

When  abolitionists  call  for  immediate  emancipation,  they  do 
not  mean  that  legislation  should  at  once  abandon  all  caution  and 
discretion  in  carrying  the  measure  into  effect.  They  are  far 
from  denying  that  any  restraints  may  be  imposed  upon  the  newly 
emancipated  slaves,  which  their  own  good  or  the  safety  of  soci- 
ety may  require.  They  are  contending  for  a  great  principle, 
namely,  that  colored  men  have  equal  natural  rights  with  white 
men.  They  would  applaud  any  Southern  State,  which  consci- 
entiously regulated  its  laws  by  this  principle,  even  if  it  ac- 
companied the  gift  of  liberty  with  temporary  restrictions  which 
they  could  not  approve. 

It  is  not  to  be  disputed  that  when  a  large  number  of  persons 
are  enfranchised  at  once,  new  and  peculiar  legislation  would  be 
required  by  the  emergency.  Under  such  circumstances,  a  strict 
police,  and  prompt  and  efficient  modes  of  compelling  able  bodied 
vagrants  to  work,  would  probably  be  necessary.  It  might  also 
be  advisable  to  exclude  ignorant  blacks  from  the  elective  fran- 
chise. Any  disabilities,  however,  peculiar  to  people  of  color, 
should  be  temporary.  Indeed,  there  seems  great  reason  for 
thinking  that  though  the  new  laws  would,  from  their  character, 
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apply  chiefly  to  people  of  color^  yet  the  laws  themselves  should 
make  no  distinction  between  the  white  and  colored  races.  Thus^ 
instead  of  enacting  that  no  colored  person  should  be  allowed  to 
vote,  who  could  not  read  and  write,  it  would  be  well  to  provide 
that  no  person  should  be  allowed  to  vote,  who  could  not  read 
and  write.  So,  instead  of  empowering  magistrates  under  certain 
circumstances  to  compel  able  bodied  colored  vagrants  to  labor, 
it  would  be  well  to  give  magistrates  this  power  over  all  vagrants. 
By  this  sort  of  legislation,  while  society  would  be  protected 
against  the  misconduct  of  the  newly  emancipated  slaves,  the 
laws  would  not  regard  them  as  a  distinct  and  degraded  caste — 
every  colored  man  would  be,  in  the  eye  of  the  law,  equal  to  a 
white  man» 

/^  Though  this  is  not  the  place  to  enter  into  the  details  of  legis- 
lative plans,  it  ought  never  to  be  forgotten,  that  emancipation 
would  be  a  very  imperfect  measure,  if  provision  were  not  at 
the  same  time  made  for  the  intellectual,  moral,  and  religious 
education  of  newly  emancipated  slaves* 

The  opposers  of  slavery  are  not  so  unreasonable  as  to  suppose 
that  its  abolition  is  to  work  a  miracle,  and  prevent  the  evils 
which  inevitably  .spring  from  ignorance  and  degradation.  The 
southern  States  cannot  by  any  legislation  escape  entirely  the 
visitation  of  calamities,  which  the  oppression  of  a  great  part  Oi 
their  population  is  calculated  to  produce.  But  by  a  change  of 
system,  they  may  avoid  the  greatest  evik  which  now  impend  over 
them — they  may  preserve  themselves  from  insurrection  and 
bloodshed,  and  by  a  general  diffusion  of  education  through  every 
part  of  society,  may,  in  the  course  of  years,  enjoy  the  blessing 
of  being  filled  with  industrious,  enlightened,  and  moral^ freemen. 

Some  of  our  friends  say.  Why  insist  on  itfvmtixoXt  emancipa'^ 
tion  ?  Leave  out  that  word,  and  many  would  join  your  ranks, 
who  now  consider  you  visionary  enthusiasts.  But  take  away 
that  word,  and  you  take  out  the  soul  of  our  cause.  You  de* 
prive  it  of  its  moral  life  and  energy.  If,  as  it  has  already  been 
remarked,  to  hold  slaves  be  a  sin — to  emancipate  them  imme- 
diately is  a  duty.  If  we  admit  that  it  is  tight  to  emancipate 
slaves  gradually,  we  admit  that  to  hold  them  for  a  time  in  their 
present  sUte  is  not  sinful. 
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We  say  that  their  natural  rights  are  violated  wheti  they  arc 
made  property,  subjected  to  the  arbitrary  will  of  others,  and 
made  to  work  without  wages,  and  we  must  claim  for  them  im- 
mediate emancipation,  until  we  shall  see  clearly  that  the  safety 
of  society  and  the  good  of  the  slaves  can  only  be  established  by 
continuing  their  fetters.  We  say  to  the  advocates  of  slavery, 
it  is  not  sufficient  for  you  to  assert,  in  general  terms,  that  emanci* 
pation  would  destroy  the  south  and  injure  the  negroes  ;  but  you 
must  prove  it  clearly,  fully,  and  beyond  doubt,  before  you  have 
made  out  your  case.  *The  humanity  of  our  law  will  not  allow 
an  individual  to  be  put  under  guardianship  on  the  ground  of  in- 
sanity, without  giving  him  an  opportunity  of  being  beard,  and 
every  presumption  is  in  favor  of  his  competency  to  act  for  him- 
self. And  yet  the  friends  of  slavery  would  condemn  two  mil- 
lions of  persons  and  their  descendants  to  abject  servitude,  on 
the  bare  suggestion  of  their  incompetency  to  take  care  of  them- 
selves)— a  suggestion  which  all  history  contradicts. 

We  entreat  the  friends  of  human  rights,  for  we  cannot  herd 
enter  into  a  detail  of  facts  which  would  fill  a  volume — we  intreat 
them  to  examine  carefully  the  history  of  the  abolition  of  slavery 
wherever  it  has  taken  place,  in  our  Northern  States,  in  Mexico, 
in  Hayti,  and  we  are  satisfied  that  the  more  thoroughly  they  ex- 
amine the  facts,  the  more  will  they  be  convinced  of  the  safety 
of  immediate  emancipation. 

The  argument  which  is  most  frequently  and  seriotisly  urged 
against  all  attacks  upon  slavery  from  this  quarter,  is,  that  the  cit- 
izens of  the  Northern  States  have  no  right  to  interfere  with  the 
Southern  States— -that  slavery  is  their  business — and  no  concern 
of  ours. 

^his  argument  deserves  a  passing  notice — not  from  Its  intrin-* 
sic  diflSculty,  but  from  the  warmth  and  confidence  with  which  it 
is  advanced,  and  the  influence  which  it  apparently  has  upon  the 
minds  of  many  conscientious  persons. 

The  position  which  abolitionists  in  this  country  assume  is  not 
generally  understood.  They  claim  for  the  United  States  gov- 
ernment the  power  of  abolishing  slavery  in  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia, and  the  Territories,  and  of  putting  an  end  to  the  slave- 
trade  between  the  States,  as  rights  clearly  vested  in  the  govem- 
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ment  by  tbe  Constitution.*  But  tbey  have  never  asserted  or 
intimated,  it  is  believed,  that  Congress  had  any  power  to  abolish 
slavery  in  the  Southern  States,  or  to  legislate  respecting  their 
slaves,  except  in  regard  to  the  slave-trade  carried  on  between 
the  States. 

They  do,  however,  claim  the  right  to  express  their  opinions 
On  the  subject  of  slavery  in  the  Southern  States,  freely  and 
openly,  and  to  address  to  slaveholders  every  fair  argument  in 
regard  to  it,  which  they  think  calculated  to  produce  in  them  a 
change  of  principles  and  practice.  They  claim  the  right  to  re- 
monstrate and  expostulate  with  slaveholders  on  their  conduct, 
and  to  declare  the  crimballty  of  owning  or  dealing  in  human 
flesh  and  blood.  r 

This  right  of  attempting  to  exert  a  mora!  influence  upon  our 
southern  brethren,  is  claimed  by  abolitionists  on  many  grounds. 
They  are  freemen,  and  the  freedom  of  the  press  is  guarantied 
to  them  by  tbe  constitution  ;  and  they  consider  the  subject  of 
slavery  no  more  beyond  the  limits  of  legitimate  discussion,  than 
any  other  topic  of  legislation  or  morals.  This  right  they  would 
claim,  even  if  the  Southern  States  were  occupied  by  foreign 
nations.  They  think  there  is  no  impropriety  in  discgssing  the 
law  of  primogeniture,  or  the  benefit  of  a  reformed  parliament  in 

*  Tbe  Constitution  gives  Congress  the  power  '  to  exercise  exclusive 
Jurisdiction  in  all  cases  whatsoever,  over  such  district,  (not  exceeding  ten 
miles  square)  as  may,  by  cession  of  particular  States,  and  the  acceptance 
of  Congress,  become  the  seat  of  government  of  the  United  States.'  The 
jurisdiction  of  Congress  over  the  District  of  Columbia,  which  was  obtained 
for  the  seat  of  government  under  this  provision,  does  not  admit  of  dispute. 

Congress  has  also  power  by  the  constitution,  *  to  regulate  commerce  with 
foreign  nations,  and  amon^  the  several  States.'  The  slave-trade  carried 
on  between  the  States,  evidentlv  falls  within  this  provision.  It  is  under 
this  provision  that  Congress  had  power  to  prohibit  the  foreign  slave-trade. 
The  constitution  in  the  next  section  declares  that  'the  migration  or  impor- 
tation of  such  persons,  as  any  of  the  States  now  existing  shall  think  proper 
to  admit,  shall  not  be  prohibited  by  Congress,  prior  to  uie  year  one  thou- 
sand eight  hundred  and  eight ;  but  a  tax  or  duty  may  be  imposed  on  such 
importation,  not  exceeding  ten  dollars  for  each  person.'  This  is  a  declar- 
ation of  the  constitution  that,  without  this  exceptioo,  Congress  under  the 
power  to  regulate  commerce  with  foreign  nations,  would  have  had  an  im- 
mediate right  to  abolish  the  foreign  slave-trade.  The  right  to  abolish  the 
slave-trade  between  the  States  follows  as  clearly  from  the  power  to  regu- 
late commerce  among  the  States. 

The  power  of  Congress  over  the  territories  is  given  in  explicit  language 
by  the  3d  Section  of  the  third  Article  of  the  Constitution. 
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England.    May  they  not  discuss  similar  questions  in  relation  to 
their  own  country  ? 

But  many  considerations  occur  which  render  exertions  to  put 

down  slavery  at  the  South  by  moral  means,  not  merely  a  right, 

but  a  duty.    The  Northern  States  suffer  directly  from  the  exis^ 

tence  of  slavery  at  the  South.     The  institution  is  the  perpetual 

source  of  jealousy  and  irritation  between  the  two  sections  of  the 

country.     No  true  harmony  can  subsist  between  them  as  long 

as  it  exists.     If  the  Union  is  divided,  slavery  will  be  the  cause 

of  the  rupture.     The  moral  sensibility  of  the  people  of  the 

North  is  constantly  shocked  by  seeing  runaway  slaves,  who  have 

entered  on  their  territories,  carried  back  to  the  South  :  it  would 

be  still  more  wounded  should  they  be  called  on  to  march  to  the 

South  to  quell  an  insurrection  of  the  slaves,  as  they  are  liable 

to  be  under  the  Constitution.     Besides  all  this,  the  moral  princi-^ 

pies  of  a  large  part  of  the  citizens  of  the  North  in  regard  to  sla-^ 

very,  are  corrupted  and  impaired  by  the  contagion  of  Southern  hx^^ 

ample.  Too  many  at  the  North  apologize  for  slaveholding,  forget-^ 

ting  that  it  is  a  sin,  in  language  current  at  the  South.  Has  not  every 

one  herea  right  to  attempt  to  reform  the  morals  of  his  fellow  citizens  f 

Not  only  is  slavery  at  the  South  sustained  by  the  moral  influ-' 

ence  of  the  North,  but  the  riches  of  the  North  are  the  greatest 

supports   of  the  system.      Whan  wn  consume  the   rotton^    the 

^JobarcQ^  ^pr^  t^  rirft  nC  tljf»  ^^\\^\  nrft  yff  not  contributing   XO 

maintain  slaverg  ?  If  we  and  others  did  not  purchase  the  pro- 
auctions  of  the  planters,  would  they  continue  to  raise  them  ? 
It  is  true,  they  sell  a  part  of  their  productions  to  foreign  nations, 
but  as  far  as  we  purchase  them,  we  support  the  slave  system. 
The  slave  who  cultivates  the  cotton  which  we  wear,  or  the  rice 
which  we  eat,  works  for  us  as  really,  as  if  we  were  his  owners 
or  overseers,  and  drove  him  to  his  daily  toil. 

It  is  not  necessary,  in  this  place,  to  adduce  all  the  particular 
reasons  which  justify  the  exertions  making  to  extend  at  the  North, 
correct  opinions  in  regard  to  slavery.  The  society  justifies  them 
on  the  broad  ground  of  a  common  humanity.  In  whatever  part 
of  the  globe  we  see  men  suffering  from  poverty,  ignorance,  or 
oppreaaion,  they  are  entitled  to  our  sympathy  and  compassion. 
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and  our  duty  to  assist  in  improving  their  condition,  is  only  limit* 
ed  by  our  means  of  usefulness. 

Great  good,  it  is  believed,  may  be  effected  in  the  Southern 
States  by  the  exertions  of  this  and  kindred  Societies.  It  is 
therefore  a  duty  to  continue  these  exertions.  A  strong  hostility 
to  slavery  is  already  growing  up  in  some  of  the  Southern  States, 
among  a  large  part  of  the  white  population.  It  would  be  in- 
creased by  a  powerful' expression  of  opinion  on  the  subject  firom 
the  North.  Nay,  it  is  believed  that  if  the  great  mass  of  the 
population  at  the  North  were  to  adopt  Christian  principles  on 
the  subject  of  slavery,  and  to  assert  them  boldly,  it  would  strike 
the  fetters  from  the  slaves  as  certainly,  as  if  the  Northern  States 
had  the  power  of  legislating  for  the  South.  In  a  country  like 
ours,  enjoying  throughout  a  common  language,  and  frequent  and 
rapid  means  of  communication,  moral  principles  spread  like 
other  opinions.  Slavery  exists  at  the  South,  because  the  North 
has  adopted  the  low  standard  of  Southern  morality  on  the  sub- 
ject. Let  the  Ncnrth  correct  its  opinions,  and  the  reform  must 
extend  to  the  South.  We  do  great  injustice  to  our  Southern 
brethren,  if  we  suppose  that  they  will  all  be  obstinately  deaf  to 
the  appeals  of  justice  and  humanity.  The  consciences  of  many 
of  them  may  be  roused  and  their  principles  corrected,  if  a  loud 
voice  from  the  North  should  direct  their  attention  to  the  subject 
of  slavery.  We  do  injustice  to  our  religion  in  doubtmg  its 
poww,  to  convince  men  of  the  iniquity  of  holding  their  fellow 
men  in  bondage. 

Suppose  that  the  opinions  of  the  Northern  States  diould  be 
changed,  and  that  all  the  members  of  Congress  firom  the  Northern 
States,  following  the  people,  should  be  convinced  that  skvehoU- 
ing  is  a  sin,  and  that  the  slaves  have  a  right  to  immediate  firee- 
dom,  and  should  express  these  convictions  with  the  firequency 
and  earnestness  which  wodd  be  almost  unavoidable  in  such  a 
case,  could  slavery,  under  these  circumstances,  contmue  fat 
many  years  in  the  Southern  States  ? 

It  is,  however,  insisted  that  the  measures  of  anti-shtrery  soci- 
eties tend  to  produce  disaffection  and  insurrections  among  the 
sUves.  No  one  who  has  fairly  examined  the  publications  of 
these  associations  in  this  country  will  pretend  that  they  have  any 
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design  to  excite  the  daves  to  outrage  and  violence :  the  utmost 
that  can  be  charged  against  them  is,  that  their  course  has  a  ten- 
dency to  produce  this  effect. 

It  is  not  necessary  to  deny  that  the  exertions  of  anti-slavery 
societies  may  have,  in  some  degree,  the  tendency  which  is  as- 
cribed to  them,  and  yet  when  the  nature  and  amount  of  this  ten- 
dency is  considered,  the  objection  deserves  little  attention. 

Astronomy  teaches  us  that  every  particle  of  matter  m  creation 
attracts  every  other  particle.  If  we  should  assert  that  the  fixed 
star  Sirius  not  only  tended,  but  did  in  fact,  affect  the  motion  of 
the  earth  in  its  orbit,  no  philosopher  probably  would  dispute  the 
truth  of  the  assertion  ;  but  yet  this  effect  is  so  slight  and  inap- 
preciable as  never  to  be  taken  into  account  in  astronomical  cal- 
culations. So  it  is  with  anti-slavery  movements,  though  their 
tendency  to  excite  servile  insurrections  may  be  indisputable,  yet 
this  tendency  is  so  unimportant  that  it  ought  to  be  entirely  dis- 
regarded by  any  one  who  wishes  to  ascertain  the  efficient  causes 
of  the  undeniable  disaffection  of  the  slave  population. 

Every  thing  that  the  slave  sees  or  hears  which  leads  him  to 
compare  his  condition  with  that  of  a  freeman,  or  to  reflect  upon 
his  wrongs  and  sufferings,  every  thing  which  fans  for  a  moment 
in  his  bosom  the  love  of  liberty,  a  flame  which  is  never  extin- 
guished, has  a  tendency  to  excite  disaffection  and  revolt.  The 
very  names  of  liberty  and  freedom,  a  statue  of  Washington,  a 
fourth  of  July  celebration,  a  history  of  the  revolution,  an  account 
of  the  free  schools  of  New  England,  the  Bible — ^nay,  the  very 
west  wind  which  braces  his  limbs,  and  invigorates  his  body, — 
may  any  one  of  them  serve  as  a  spark  to  kindle  an  unquenchable 
conflagration.  But  these  good  things  are  not  to  be  blamed  as 
the  great  causes  of  the  mischief.  No.  It  is  in  vain  to  deny  it, 
the  chief,  the  only  important  cause  of  the  slaves  violatmg  the 
peace  of  society,  is  the  oppression  under  which  they  are  groan- 
bg.  Plots  and  insurrections  are  its  natural  and  inevitable  results. 
They  have  frequently  taken  place  in  this  country  before  anti- 
slavery  Societies  were  formed,  and  they  will  still  contmue  to 
take  place  until  slavery  b  abolished,  whether  the  subject  is  dis- 
cussed at  the  North  or  not.  It  is  most  unjust  to  accuse  anti- 
slavery  Societies  of  being  the  causes  of  evils,  which  they  merely 
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predict ;  and  endeavor  to  conceal  the  true  causes — injustice  and 
oppression. 

The  publications  of  these  Societies  are  branded  as  incendiary, 
but  publications  which  are  ten-fold  more  inflammatory  are  freely 
circulated  in  the  Southern  States,  with  the  approbation  of  their 
governments.  If  it  is  thought  that  pamphlets  and  newspapers 
m  which  slavery  is  attacked,  on  being  read  by  slaves,  (very  few 
of  whom,  by  the  way,  can  read,)  would  excite  them  against  their 
masters,  one  would  suppose  that  the  slave  codes  of  Virginia  and 
South  Carolina,  written,  as  they  are,  in  blood,  would  drive  them 
to  acts  of  frenzy  and  desperation. 

The  Managers  might  say  much  more  in  vindication  of  the 
measures  and  principles  of  the  Society,  but  to  embrace  every 
thing  which  the  subject  demands,  would  require  volumes.  They 
again  congratulate  their  friends  on  the  auspicious  situation  of  the 
great  cause  in  which  they  are  engaged.  They  may  be  sure  that 
Heaven  smiles  upon  it,  and  that  no  exertion  to  promote  it  will 
be  lost.  The  final  success  of  truth  and  justice  is  certain. 
Every  one  who  will  devote  himself  to  the  object,  can  do  some- 
thing to  promote  its  more  speedy  accomplishment. 
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TREASURER'S    REPORT. 


Mto-England  Jlnti-Slaioery  Society  in  aeamnt  mth  Jamu  C. 
Odiamej  TVetuurer. 

1833.  Dr. 

April.    To  cash  paid  W.  L.  GanisoD,  for  expensos 

in  part  of  his  mianon  to  England       -  $380 fiO 

Oct     Cash  paid  sundry  Agenti      ...  904,80 

Cash  paid  for  printing            ...  454,00 

Paid  lor  use  of  Halls  foe  puhlie  meetingB  10^25 

Incidental  expenses              ...  47,57 

Dec    Balance  on  hand           ....  366^1 


mssjsQ. 


1833.  Cr. 

Jan.     Byhalanceof  last  year's  account  -       $    9,24 

Annual  assessmentft  firom  memhers         -  164,00 

Cash  received  to  constitute  Life  Members  940,00 

Feb.    Cash  received  of  John  Kenrick,  Esq.  towards 

Manual  Labor  School  ftmd           -       -  250,00 

Dec.    Cash  collected  by  Agents                .       -  496,00 

Maine  Anti-Slavery  Society            *       -  100,00 

Other  Anti-Slavery  Societies           .       .  59,86 

Contributed  at  public  meetings        -       •  107,61 

Publications  sold         •           ...  17,50 

Sundry  small  donations            ...  304,62 

Amount  of  a  loan  to  the  Society     *       •  410,00 


(2158,83 
JAMES  C.  ORDIORNE,  SVeomrer. 
BoiUm,  January  14»  1834 


Boston,  Jauuabt  15,  1834. 
I  certify  that  I  have  ezammed  the  above  account,  and  find  it  correct  and 
properly  vouched.  JOHN  S.  WILLIAMS,  AudHiwr. 
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MISSION    TO    ENGLAND. 

Eittadi  from  Mr.  GarruorCs  Report  to  the  Board  oj  Managen  (ff  the 
^euhEngland  Anii-Slaoery  Society. 

lit  obedience  to  a  resolution  of  the  Board  of  Managers,  passed  March 
7,  183d,  I  left  New  Voik  in  the  packet  ship  Hibemia,  Capt  Wilsoni 
on  the  Ist  of  May  ensdingj  for  Liverpool,  and  arrived  at  the  latter  port  on 
the  ftid  of  the  same  month. 

Two  great  objects  were  embraced  in  the  mission-«flrst,  the  obtainment 
of  funds  for  the  establishment  of  a  Manual  Labor  School  for  Colored  Youth 
— and,  secondly,  an  e:(po8ure  of  the  real  character  of  the  American  Colo- 
nisEadon  Society  to  the  people  of  England*  An  incidental  object  tras  to  gain 
the  acquaintance  and  secure  the  correspondence  of  the  leading  philanthro^ 
pists  of  that  country,  and  to  accumulate  such  anti-slavery  periodicals  and 
tracts  as  had  been  instrumentally  blessed  to  the  advancement  of  the  great 
cause  of  human  rights.  Each  of  these  objects  was  deemed  of  sufficient 
importance  to  authorize  the  mission ;  but,  owing  to  the  limited  means  of 
the  New-England  Anti-Slavery  Society,  my  private  instructions  from  the 
Board  forbade  a  protracted  visit,  unless  I  Were  successful  in  procuring 
funds  for  the  School,  or  unless  circumstances  scarcely  anticipated  sKoulcf 
seem  to  require  delay. 

The  subject  of  the  mission  was  agitated  by  the  Boafd  as  early  as  No-< 
vember,  1832.  Aware  of  their  desire  that  I  should  appear  as  their  repre- 
sentative in  England,  it  was  not  until  after  the  most  extensive  (5oflsultatiotf 
among  the  friends  of  emancipation^— the  strictest  personal  exatnination^-' 
the  most  enlarged  survey  of  the  whole  ground  of  duty-^and  the  most  ear-* 
nest  supplications  for  Divine  guidance — ^that  I  felt  willing  to  acquiesce  iif 
their  decision.  From  the  first  moment  that  the  enterprise  was  projected/ 
it  appeared  to  me  not  only  desirable  but  imperative.  A  clear  acquittal  of' 
the  anti-slavery  party  in  this  country  from  blame,  and  a  prompt  discharge 
of  duty  toward  that  party  in  England,  Evidently  demanded  just  such  t 
mission.  An  agent  of  the  American  Colonization  Society  had  been  trav-* 
elling  nearly  three  years  in  its  behalf,  and  by  his  misrepresentations  had 
extensively  succeeded  in  making  the  British  ptiblic  believe  that  its  primary 
object  was  the  emancipaHon  of  aUthe  alavet  in  the  VnUed  States^    Hailing" 
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it,  therefore,  as  a  gffand  abolition  societt,  they  had  liberally  contributed 
to  its  funds,  and  given  its  advocate  the  right  hand  of  fellowship.  To  have 
permitted  this  deception  to  prevail,  without  making  strenuous  efforts  to 
remove  it,  would  have  been  a  base  connivance  at  dishonesty.  Epistolary 
correspondence  would  not  answer.  The  urgency  of  the  case  was  such  as 
to  require  something  more  thin  apocryphal  and  private  testimony.  A  living 
agent,  speaking  by  authority  and  clothed  with  official  power^  was  needed 
to  insure  the  triumph  of  TRqTH  and  honesty  over  falsehood  and  fraud. 

But,  although  I  was  persuaded  of  the  necessity  of  the  missioni  I  came 
very  slowly,  nay,  reluctantly  to  the  conclusion,  that  it  was  my  duty  to  em^ 
bark  for  England  and  engage  in  this  sacred  strife.  The  trsk  was  a  mighty 
one,  and  painfully  and  unfeignedly  did  I  feel  my  incompetency  to  meet  it* 
It  was  unpleasant,  moreover,  to  engage  in  a  contest  which  must  assumtff 
positively  and  unavoidably,  an  invidious  and  personal  aspect  Humble  as 
was  the  post  which  I  filled,  the  thought  of  even  a  temporary  abandonment 
of  it  filled  me  with  disquietude.  I  desired  to  remain  in  the  battle-field  at 
home,  where  the  peril  was  imminent,  where  blows  fell  fast,  where  personal 
exertions  were  so  much  needed,  and  where  the  movements  of  the  enemy 
eould  be  readily  perceived  and  counteracted.  But  other  considerations 
arose  to  outweigh  these :— Either  I  must  go,  or  the  mission  must  be  aban" 
doned  at  least  for  a  time,  because  no  other  person  could  be  found  willing 
to  assume  its  responsibilities.  Occurrences  had  conspired  to  identify  me 
with  the  anti-slavery  cause  in  the  United  States,  and,  consequently,  my 
name  and  exertions  had  become  more  familiar  to  the  leading  abolitionists 
in  England,  than  perhaps  those  of  any  other  individual  2  this  was  a  desira*" 
ble  and  signal  advantage.  Moreover,  no  one  was  better  acquainted  with 
the  principles,  or  had  more  narrowly  watched  the  tendencies  of  the  Amer^ 
ican  Colonization  Society,  than  myself;  and  as  it  was  not  a  brilliant  dis^ 
play  of  talent,  but  a  simple  exhibition  of  truth,  which  the  mission  exacted^ 
I  felt  reconciled  to  a  separation  firom  my  friends  in  the  discharge  of  a  high 
and  solemn  trust 

I  have  made  these  explanatory  remarks,  because  justice  to  the  Board 
and  to  n^self  seems  to  require  them  as  prooft  of  the  caution,  deliberation^ 
and  wisdom,  with  which  the  mission  was  undertaken. 

In  a  Report  like  the  present,  it  will  be  difficult  to  shun  the  appearance 
of  personfd  hostility  and  personal  egotism.  References  to  Mr.  Elliott 
Cresson(the  agent  of  the  American  Colonization  Society)  and  my  self  must 
be  frequent,  but  they  shall  be  as  dispassionate  and  unostentatious  as  prac- 
ticable. 

Agreeably  to  my  instructions,  on  landing  at  Liverpool  I  called  at  the 
hospitable  dwelling  of  James  Cropper, — ^the  distinguished  friend  of  the 
human  race, — but  failed  to  see  him,  as  he  was  then  in  London.  His  sons^ 
however,  received  me  with  great  cordiality,  by  whom  I  was  introduced  to 
several  worthy  friends  of  both  sexes,  all  of  whom  hailed  my  visit  a&singu- 
larly  providential.    Having  tarried  in  Liverpool  three  or  four  days,  by  their 
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advice  I  hastened  to  *  the  capital  city  of  mankind,*  in  order  to  lay  my  cre- 
dentials before  the  Anti-Slavery  Society,  and  to  secure  its  advice  and  co- 
operation. 

Before  I  proceed  to  state  my  reception  in  London,  I  wish  to  indulge  in 
a  brief  but  delightful  episode. 

Travellers  have  told  us  that  in  England,  (and  so  throughout  Europe,)  the 
malignant  prejudices  which  reign  in  this  country  against  persons  of  a  col- 
ored or  black  complexion,  do  not  exist;  or,  if  cherished  at  all,  they  are 
scarcely  perceptible  and  practically  inert  This  assertion  has  never  been 
denied,  except  by  such  of  our  countrymen  as  have  remained  always  at 
home,  and  who,  filled  with  these  prejudices  and  deeming  them  incurable, 
are  democratically  and  religiously  persuaded  that  white  men  and  black 
men  never  can  and  never  ought  to  live  together  on  terms  of  equality.  For 
myself,  I  had  three  good  reasons  for  believing  the  report ;  and  these  were 
drawn  from  our  oppression  of  our  colored  populaticm,  and  their  consequent 
debasement  and  servitude.  First ;  the  wonderful  variety  of  shades  which 
were  observable  in  the  complexions  of  that  population  proved  that  there 
was  no  mutual  repugnance  to  color  between  the  white  and  sable  races : 
the  amalgamation  was  voluntary  and  reciprocal.  Second ;  every  day 
brought  me  indubitable  evidence  that  black  people  became  offensive  only 
as  they  became  enlightened  and  independent :  if  they  were  servants  or 
slaves,  they  found  no  difficulty  in  procuring  seats  in  stage  coaches,  or  in 
freely  mingling  with  the  passengers  on  board  of  steam-boats,  or  in  serving 
at  the  tables  of  the  fastidious  and  opulent  Persons  seldom  thought  of 
disliking  their  complexion,  or  quarrelling  with  their  presence,  under  such 
circumstances.  But  whenever  they  appeared  in  a  handsome  garb,  in  a 
dignified  mien,  as  intelligent  and  wealthy  citizens,  they  invariably  excited 
the  ridicule  of  their  white  contemners,  and  were  rudely  thrust  out  from  all 
the  conveniences  and  privileges  of  society ;  the  pretence  for  such  treat- 
ment being  found  in  their  color.  Third ;  as  the  African  race  had  not  been 
subjected  to  slavery  in  Europe,  and  as  *  men  naturally  hate  those  whom 
they  have  injured,'  I  was  not  surprised  to  learn  that  colored  persons  were 
treated  with  as  much  courtesy  in  England,  France,  Spain,  &c.  &c.  as  the 
white  inhabitants ;  any  more  than  I  am  to  perceive  the  haughty  disdain 
with  which  they  are  treated  by  those  in  this  land  whose  republicanism  and 
Christianity  permit  them  to  defiraud  and  brutalize  millions  of  these  sable 
victims  with  impunity. 

Still,  powerful  as  are  well-authenticated  facts,  their  impression  deepens 
upon  the  mind  by  a  visible  exemplification  to  the  eye.  Hence,  although 
I  was  prepared,  on  my  arrival  in  England,  to  see  colored  men  on  terpos  of 
equality  with  the  whites,  yet  the  novelty  of  the  spectacle  called  up  invol- 
untary surprise,  as  well  as  pleasurable  emotion. 

On  attending  public  worship  in  the  Rev.  Dr.  Raffles'  church,  I  was  po- 
litely conducted  to  an  eligible  seat  in  the  broad  aisle.  In  a  few  moments 
afterward,  by  a  singular,  and  certainly  to  me  a  very  agreeable  coincidence, 
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a  colored  mm  was  bowed  into  the  same  pew  with  as  much  courtesy  as  I 
had  been :  next  came  a  fashionably  dressed  lady  and  gentleman,  and  soon 
the  pew  was  completely  occupied.  Ah !  thought  I,  what  an  anomaly  is 
this !  how  it  would  disturb  and  annoy  a  religious  congregation  in  republi- 
can America ! — But  here  I  perceive  no  repugnance,  no  hostility,  no  push- 
ing into  a  remote  comer,  persons  of  a  sable  complexion.  HaYe  the  peo^de 
in  England  no  eyes  ?  Can  they  not  discriminate  between  white  and  black  ? 
Why  do  they  not  shrink  from  a  juxta-position  like  this  ?  Where  is  that 
aristocratic  refinement  and  despotic  taste,  of  which  the  democracy  of  my 
native  country  vaunts  itself?  Are  they  not  aware  that  'causes  exist,  and 
are  operating,  to  prevent  the  improvement  and  elevation '  of  black  men,  to 
any  considerable  extent,  as  a  class,  in  England, — ^  causes  which  are  fixed, 
not  only  beyond  the  control  of  the  friends  of  humanity,  but  of  any  human 
power?'  Do  they  not  know  tliat  'Christianity  cannot  do  for  them  here, 
what  it  will  do  for  them  in  Africa?' — that  this  is  *an  ordination  of  Provi- 
dence, no  more  to  bo  changed  than  the  laws  of  Nature '?  Thanks  be  to 
God,  such  barbarity  find^no  place  in  the  hearts,  such  impiety  dwells  not 
on  the  lips,  of  this  truly  great  and  noble  people.  The  black  man  has  never 
been  enslaved  in  England,  and  therefore  the  prejudice  which  arises,  not 
from  the  color  of  the  skin,  but  from  the  degradation  of  its  victim,  is  not 
known.  The  services  of  the  sanctuary  seemed  to  acquire  new  interest — 
the  spirit  of  the  gospel  to  excel  in  amiability — and  my  soul  to  derive  new 
strength.  Hero  was  demonstrative  proof  that  no  change  of  the  skin,  bat 
only  an  end  of  slavery,  is  necessary  to  make  the  people  of  color  in  the 
United  States  respectable  and  happy. 

Before  I  pass  from  this  topic,  I  will  anticipate  the  regular  occurrence  of 
similar  incidents,  by  stating  that  in  travelling  in  various  parts  of  the  king- 
dom, I  found  that  colored  persons  were  as  readily  admitted  into  the  coaches 
as  white  persons  ; — I  met  them  in  circles  of  refinement  and  gentility — at 
the  tables  of  opulent  and  reputable  individuals— on  the  platform  in  public 
meetings  with  the  peers  of  the  realm — as  spectators  in  the  House  of  Com- 
mons and  in  the  House  of  Lords — arm-in-arm  with  gentlemen  in  the  streets, 
&c.  &c.  Nay,  while  I  was  in  London,  a  colored  American  (the  Rev.  Na- 
thaniel Paul)  was  united  in  wedlock  to  a  white  lady  of  respectability, 
talent  and  piety.  What  an  uproar  such  an  occurrence  would  create  in  this 
country ! — Even  in  Massachusetts,  the  marriage  would  by  law  be  null  and 
void,  and  the  clergymen  performing  it  would  be  fined  £50 ! 

Indeed,  so  far  firom  prejudice  against  a  colored  complexion  abounding  in 
England,  I  often  found  it  extremely  difficult  to  make  our  trans-atlantie 
brethren  credit  my  statements,  respecting  the  persecution  to  which  the 
colored  people  were  subjected  in  the  United  States,  on  account  of  their 
color.  It  seemed,  by  the  surprise  and  incredulity  which  they  manifested  in 
their  countenances,  as  if  they  suspected  me  of  indulging  in  playful  exag- 
,  geration,  or  of  exploring  the  wholo  extent  of  their  credulousncss.  All 
such  statements  were  perfectly  astounding  and  inexplicable  to  them,  be- 
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cause  they  saw  nothing,  even  remotely,  to  confirm  them  in  England.  When 
I  told  them  that  in  the  United  States,  even  in  those  parts  where  actual 
slavery  does  not  exist,  and  where  learning,  intelligence  and  piety  stand 
pre-eminent,  a  black  man  is  not  permitted  to  occnpy  a  pew  on  the  floor  of 
a  meeting-house,  or  to  travel  in  a  coach,  or  to  enjoy  any  cabin  privileges 
in  a  steam-boat ;  astonished,  they  would  inquire,  *  Jfhyf*  My  answer  in- 
variably was— *  Because  he  is  a  black  man.'  This  I  thought  would  solve 
the  enigma,  but  it  seemed  only  to  add  to  their  perplexity ;  for  they  would 
with  great  simplicity  ask,  *  What  of  that  ? '  Truly,  it  is  no  good  reason 
whatever ;  and  I  was  happy  to  confess  it,  and  to  unite  with  them  in  deplor- 
ing and  execrating  that  brutal  prejudice  which  is  so  diametrically  opposed 
to  brotherly  love,  and  to  all  the  injunctions  of  our  holy  religion.  But  that 
love  and  that  religion  shall  yet  conquer  it,  not  only  in  this  country,  but 
throughout  the  world ! 

Having  spent  four  days  in  Liverpool,  in  a  manner  so  agreeable  as  to  make 
me  deeply  regret  my  inability  to  return  to  it  again,  I  took  a  seat  in  one  of 
the  rail-road  cars,  and  was  almost /oo  impetuously  conveyed  to  Manchester. 
Tarrying  only  a  few  hours  in  that  dense  and  bustling  city,  I  went  from 
thence  in  a  coach  directly  to  London,  and  soon  had  the  happiness  of  sur- 
Yeying  that  august  abode  of  the  congregated  humanity  of  the  world.* 

As  in  duty  bound,  both  by  my  instructions  and  my  obligations  of  grati- 
tude, I  immediately  called  upon  James  Cropper,  in  Finsbury  Circus,  at 
whose  hands  I  experienced  the  utmost  hospitality  and  kindness,  and  from 
whose  lips  I  received  congratulations  upon  my  arrival  at  the  very  crisis  of 
the  anti-slavery  cause  in  England.  He  informed  me  that  a  large  number 
of  delegates,  from  various  anti-slavery  societies  in  the  kingdom,  were  then 
in  London,  vigilantly  watching  the  progress  of  the  Abolition  Bill  through 
Parliament ;  that  they  took  breakfast  together  every  morning  at  the  Guild- 
hall Coffee  House,  and  from  thence  adjourned  to  the  anti-slavery  rooms  at 
Na  18,  Aldermanbury,  for  the  purpose  of  devising  plans  and  discussing 
propositions  for  the  accomplishment  of  their  grand  design ;  and  that  if  I 
would  attend,  he  would  give  me  a  general  introduction. 

My  heart  was  full  of  gratitude  to  him  for  his  kindness,  and  to  God  for 
ordering  events  in  a  manner  so  highly  auspicious. 

Accordingly,  I  was  prompt  in  my  attendance  at  the  Coffee  House  the 
next  morning.  About  sixty  delegates  were  present,  most  of  whom  were 
members  of  the  Society  of  Friends. f    After  the  reading  of  a  portion  of 

*  Af  my  obiect,  in  this  Report,  is  to  give  as  concise  an  account  of  my  mission  as  will 
serve  to  develope  its  most  important  features,  1  shall  purposely  avoid  all  descriptions 
of  the  country,  the  habits  of  the  people,  &c.  &e. 

t  It  is  remarkable  that  while  the  Friends  in  England  have  been  the  coorareoos  pio- 
neers, the  undaunted  standard-bearers,  in  the  anti-slavery  conflict,  and  have  liberally  ex- 
pended their  wealth,  and  ffiven  their  time  and  talents,  to  achieve  a  victory  more  splen- 
did than  any  yet  recorded  in  the  pages  of  history,  those  in  this  country,  as  a  body,  seem 
to  have  degenerated  from  their  parent-stock,  to  have  measurablj^  lost  their  primitive 
spirit  on  the  subject  of  slavery,  and  to  have  become  ensnared  by  wicked  preiudices,  and 
by  a  cruel  scheme  to  banish  our  colored  population  from  their  native  to  a  foreign  and 
barbarous  land.  There  are  many  noble  exceptions  to  this  remark  j  and  I  am  confident 
that  m  long,  the  example  of  the  Friends  in  England  will  stimulate  the  gr^at  mass  of 
tboio  who  reside  in  this  counUy  to '  go  and  do  likewise.*  ^.^.^.^^^  by  V^OOqIc 
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the  Scriptures,  breakfast  was  served  up,  at  the  close  of  which  Mr.  Cropper 
rose  and  begged  leave  co  introduce  to  the  company,  William  Lloyd  Garri- 
son, the  Agent  of  the  New-England  Anti-Slavery  Society,  from  America. 
He  then  briefly  stated  the  object  of  my  mission,  and  expressed  a  hope  that 
I  would  be  permitted,  at  a  suitable  opportunity,  to  lay  my  purposes  more 
fully  before  theoL  This  request  was  afterwards  readily  granted.  They 
individually  gave  me  a  generous  welcome,  and  evinced  a  deep  interest  to 
learn  the  state  of  public  opinion  in  the  United  States,  in  relation  to  the 
subject  of  slavery  and  the  merits  of  the  American  Colonization  Society. 

Having  ascertained  that  Mr.  Elliott  Cresson,  the  Agent  of  tiiat  Society, 
was  in  London,  I  addressed  the  following  letter  to  him : 
*  7\>  Mr,  Elliott  Cresson,  Agerd  of  the  American  Colonization  Society. 

Sir — I  affirm  that  the  American  Colonization  Society,  of  which  you  are 
an  Agent,  is  utterly  corrupt  and  prescriptive  in  its  principles ;  that  its  ten- 
dency is  to  embarrass  the  freedom  and  diminish  the  happiness  of  the  color- 
ed population  of  the  United  States ;  and,  consequently,  that  you  are  abus- 
ing the  confidence  and  generosity  of  the  philanthropists  of  Great  Britain. 
As  an  American  citizen,  and  the  accredited  Agent  of  the  New-England 
Anti-Slavery  Society,  I  invite  you  to  meet  me  in  public  debate  in  this  city, 
to  discuss  the  following 

PROPOSITIONS. 

1.  The  American  Colonization  Society  was  conceived,  perfected,  and  is 
principally  managed  by  thoso  who  retain  a  portion  of  their  own  country- 
men as  slaves  and  property. 

2.  Its  avowed  and  exclusive  object  is,  the  colonization  of  the  free  peo- 
ple of  color,  in  Africa,  or  some  other  place, 

3.  It  is  the  active,  inveterate,  uncompromising  enemy  of  immediate 
.abolition^  and  deprecates  the  liberation  of  the  slaves,  except  on  condition 
of  their  being  simultaneously  transported  to  Africa. 

4.  It  maintains  that  possessors  of  slaves,  in  the  southern  States,  are  not 
such  from  choice  but  necessity ;  and  that,  of  course,  they  are  not,  under 
present  circumstances,  blameworthy  for  holding  millions  of  human  beings 
m  servile  bondage. 

5.  Its  tendency  is,  to  increase  the  value  of  the  slaves,  to  confirm  the 
power  of  the  oppressors,  and  to  injure  the  free  colored  population,  by  whom 
it  is  held  in  abhorrence,  wherever  they  possess  liberty  of  speech  and  the 
means  of  intelligence. 

6.  It  is  influenced  by  fear,  selfishness,  and  prejudice,  and  neither  calls 
for  any  change  of  conduct  on  the  part  of  the  nation,  nor  has  in  itself  any 
principle  of  reform, 

7.  Its  mode  of  civilizing  and  christianizing  Africa  is  preposterous  and 
cruel,  and  calculated  rather  to  retard  than  promote  the  moral  and  spiritual 
improvement  of  her  benighted  children. 

These  charges,  Sir,  are  ^rav^  and  vital.  I  dare  you  to  attempt  their 
refutation.  Let  them  be  taken  up  in  their  present  order,  and  each  discuss- 
/ed  and  decided  upon  separately.    And  may  God  prosper  the  rififht ! 

Yours,  &c.  WM.  LLOYD  GARRISON. 

18,  AddU-street,  Alderman^ury,  June  4, 1833.' 

It  will  be  perceived  that  I  made  the  strongest  allegations  against  the 
Society,  and,  therefore,  that  if  they  were  in  the  least  degree  untrue,  they 
would  completely  ensure  Qiy  defeat,  and  give  Mr.  Cresson  the  victory. 

Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


37 

Here  let  me  premise  two  thingfs: 

let.  Nothing  but  the  official  authority  with  which  he  was  clothed,  ele- 
vated hira  to  the  level  of  my  notice. ,  Aside  from  his  connexion  with  the 
Society  which  he  represented,  no  independent  position  assumed  by  him 
could  have  attracted  my  attention,  or  challenged  my  resistance. 

2d.  As  he  had  pre-occupied  the  ground  in  England  nearly  three  years, 
and  made  his  statements  ex  parie^  I  was  not  strictly  obligated  to  invite  him 
to  a  public  debate  ;  but  I  chose  to  do  so,  in  order  to  epitomize  the  contro- 
versy, as  I  felt  confident  that  he  would  advance  my  objects  faster  than  I 
could  myself.         \ 

To  prevent  any  miscarriage  of  my  letter,  I  entrusted  it  to  my  esteemed 
inend  Mr.  Joseph  Phillips,  by  whom  it  was  presented  to  Mr.  Cresson, 
who,  in  the  most  offensive  manner,  refused  to  receive  it  from  Mr.  Phillips. 
It  was  then  tendered  to  him  by  Mr.  William  Horsenail,  of  Dover,  but 
he  declined  taking  it,  stating  that  arrangements  had  been  made  with  Dr. 
HoDOKiN  and  Joseph  T,  Price  for  an  interview  with  me.  Afterwards,  it 
was  presented  a  third  time  by  Mr.  Jeremiah  Barrett,  and  again  rejected. 
Mr.  Cresson  was  finally  induced  to  receive  it  from  the  hands  of  Mr.  Phillips, 
in  the  presence  of  Messrs.  J.  T.  Price  and  Emanuel  Cooper.  His  answer 
to  it  was  as  follows : 

*  Elliott  Cresson  wishes  W.  L.  Garrison  informed,  in  reply  to  his  letter 
of  the  4th,  and  note  of  to-day,  that  having  agreed  to  follow  the  course 
which  J.  T.  Price  and  Dr.  Hodgkin  should  recommend,  as  to  a  private  or 
public  discussion  of  the  merits  of  the  American  Colonization  Society,  with 
reference  to  slavery  in  the  U.  S.  and  the  slave  trade  in  Africa — E.  C.  awaits 
their  recommendation  for  the  government  of  his  conduct  on  the  occasion. 

6  mo.  6, 1833.' 

On  the  receipt  of  the  above  note,  I  immediately  addressed  the  following  to 
the  gentlemen  selected  by  Mr.  Cresson  to  save  him  from  a  public  overthrow : 

'London,  June?,  1833. 
Messrs.  Price  and  Hodgkin : 
Gentlemen — I  have  received,  this  morning,  a  note  from  Mr.  Elliott 
Cresson,  acknowledging  the  receipt  of  my  letter  to  him  of  the  4th  instant; 
in  which  he  informs  me  *that  having  agreed  to  follow  the  course  which  J. 
T.  Price  and  Dr.  Hodgkin  should  recommend  as  to  a  private  or  public  dis- 
cussion of  the  merits  of  the  American  Colonization  Society,  with  reference 
to  slavery  in  the  United  States  and  the  slave  trade  in  Africa,  E.  C.  awaits 
their  recommendation  for  the  government  of  his  conduct  on  the  occasion.' 
I  wait  to  learn  the  course,  which  you  inay  recommend  Mr.  Cresson  to 
adopt,  as  to  my  proposition  to  him  for  a  public  discussion.    An  answer  this 
day,  as  so  much  time  has  already  elapsed  in  this  negociation,  will  much 
oblige  Yours,  respectfully, 

WM.  LLOYD  GARRISON.' 

A  copy  of  the  following  letter  was  sent  to  Mr.  Cresson  and  myself— 
*  Guy's  Hospital,  2  o'clock,  7  of  6  mo.  1833. 
To  Wm.  Lloyd  Garrison  and  Elliott  Cresson : 

In  reply  to  your  notes  to  us,  we  recommend,  that  with  a  view  to  the  ad- 
vantage of  you  both,  and  to  the  cause  of  humanity,  an  interview  between 
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you,  in  the  presence  of  a  few  friends  impartially  chosen,  would  be  desir- 
able in  the  first  instance— open  to  a  more  public  discussion,  should  it  then 
be  deemed  proper;  but  that  this  need  not  impede  either  of  you  from  taking 
your  own  measures  for  giving  publicity  to  your  views  as  to  the  best  mode 
of  assisting  the  blacks. 

We  are  your  friends, 

THOMAS  HODGKIN, 
JOSEPH  T.  PRICE.' 

I  rejected  this  proposal  for  a  private  interview  with  Mr.  Cresson,  for 
two  reasons — first,  I  saw  it  was  a  mere  rust  on  the  part  of  Mr.  C.  and  his 
friend  Dr.  Hodgkin,  to  obviate  the  necessity  of  a  public  meeting ;  and 
secondly,  my  business  was  exclusively  with  the  British  people,  and  with 
Mr.  Cresson  in  his  public  capacity  as  the  Agent  of  the  American  Coloni- 
zation Society. 

Having  thus  fairly  and  earnestly  invited  Mr.  Cresson,  by  letter,  to  defend 
the  Society  which  he  represented,  and  finding  that  he  shrunk  from  the 
ofiTer,  I  addressed  a  letter  to  him  in  the  London  Timts^  repeating  the  chal- 
lenge ;  but  he  was  too  pusillanimous,  or  too  wary,  to  accept  of  it 

On  Monday  and  Tuesday  evenings,  June  10th  and  11th,  I  gave  two  pub- 
lic lectures,  explanatory  of  the  principles  and  tendencies  of  the  American 
Colonization  Society,  in  the  Rev.  Mr.  Price's  Chapel  in  Devonshire  Square, 
Bishopsgate-street,  the  use  of  which  was  generously  granted  to  me  with- 
out any  charge.  James  Cropper,  Esq.  took  the  chair.  The  audience 
was  select  and  roost  respectable.  Mr.  Cresson,  with  a  few  friends,  was  in 
attendance  at  the  first  lecture.  On  my  accusing  him  of  having  misrepre- 
sented the  object  of  the  Society,  in  asserting  that  it  aimed  at  the  abolition 
of  slavery — 

'Mr.  James  Cropper,  the  Chairman,  observed,  that  this  was  a  grave 
charge  to  bring  against  a  man,  and  as  Elliott  Cresson,  the  Agent,  was  pres- 
ent, he  would  call  upon  him  to  admit  the  charge  or  deny  it,  as  he  pleased. 
Did  he  ever  make  use  of  those  words  ? 

Mr.  Cresson. — What  words? 

The  Lecturer  repeated  them. 

Mr.  Cresson. — Undoubtedly  it  is  most  true,  certainly. 

The  Chairman. — ^This  is  not  a  meeting  for  discussion ;  but  I  thought  it 
fair  that  Elliott  Cresson  should  be  allowed  to  rebut  the  charge  if  he  thought 
it  false. 

Mr.  George  Thompson.— I  saw  some  placards  advertising  a  meeting  is- 
sued by  Mr.  Cresson,  and  headed,  *  American  Colonization  Society,  and 
the  Abolition  of  Slavery.'    (Hear,  hear.) 

The  Lecturer  here  handed  a  pamphlet  to  thd  Chairman,  who,  on  opening 
it,  said — I  mentioned  that  this  meeting  was  not  intended  for  a  discussion 
between  two  parties ;  but  I  did  wish  to  give  the  person  accused — ^because 
the  charges  are  very  pave — an  opportunity  of  saying  "  Ves,"  or  "  No." 
The  introduction  of  this  pamphlet  is  signed  by  Elliott  Cresson,  who  states 
that  **  the  great  object  of  the  Colonization  Society  is,  the  final  and  entire 
abolition  of  slavery,  by  providing  for  the  best  interests  of  the  blacks,  and 
establishing  them  on  \he  coast  of  Africa,"  &.c. 

A  Gentleman,  who  sat  next  to  Mr.  Cresson,  rose  and  said,  I  think  this  is 
calculated  to  cause  a  discussion. 
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The  Chairman. — I  wish,  when  a  charge  is  fairly  broaght  against  an  indi- 
vidaal,  to  give  him  an  opportunity  of  denying  it,  if  he  can.  (Hear.)  We 
want  discussion ;  we  are  anxious  for  discussion ;  becauso  we  believe  until 
that  Society  is  put  down,  there  will  be  no  progress  made  towards  the  abo- 
lition  of  slavery  in  the  United  States.  (Hear,  hear.)  Therefore,  if  Elliott 
Cresson  wishes  for  discussion,  wo  will  have  a  meeting  for  that  purpose,  and 
we  will  hear  what  he  has  to  say.    (Hear.)'  * 

It  was  very  proper,  on  the  part  of  my  esteemed  friend,  Mr.  Cropper,  to 
give  Mr.  Cresson  an  opportunity  to  deny  the  truth  of  my  assertion,  if  he 
could.  The  following  extract  from  Mr.  Cresson's  Introduction  to  the  re^ 
port  of  the  Pennsylvania  Colonization  Society,  for  1831,  which  was  widely 
circulated  in  England,  will  show  how  grossly  he  attempted  to  impose  upon 
the  generous  confidence  of  the  British  nation : 

<The  great  objects  of  that  Society  were,  THE  FINAL  AND  ENTIRE 
ABOLITION  OF  SLAVERY,  providing  for  the  best  interests  of  the 
blacks,  by  establishing  them  in  independence  upon  the  coast  of  Africa,  thus 
constituting  them  the  protectors  of  the  unfortunate  native  against  the  in* 
human  ravages  of  the  slaver,  and  seeking,  through  them,  to  spread  the 
lights  of  civilization  and  Christianity  among  the  fifty  millions  who  inhabit 
t£>se  dark  regions.' 

As  the  proceedings  of  these  meetings  have  been  minutely  laid  before 
the  public,  through  the  medium  of  the  Liberator,  it  is  deemed  unnecessary 
to  swell  this  Report  by  their  insertion.  I  beg  leave,  however,  to  introduce 
a  few  quotations  from  the  eloquent  speeches  which  were  delivered  on  that 
occasion  by  Georoe  Thompson,  Esq.  and  the  Rev.  Mr.  Price.  Mr. 
Thompson  remarked — 

*I  was  one  of  those  persons  who  was  deceived  by  the  accredited  Agent 
of  the  American  Colonization  Society ;  for  I  wrote  to  him,  and  put  the 
question  frequently  as  to  the  object  of  that  institution,  and  he  declared  to 
me  again  and  again  that  it  was  abolition.  (Hear.)  He  also  calumniated 
Mr.  Garrison  to  me,  and  gave  me  such  an  account  of  him,  that  he  made 
me  regard  him  as  a  pest  of  society.  There  is  another  amiable  individual 
whose  character  he  injured,  I  mean  Captain  Charles  Stuart ;  but  I  have  dis- 
covered that  his  description  of  both  these  excellent  men  is  foul  slander  y 
and  step  by  step  I  have  been  convinced  that  the  plan  is  bad ;  that  the  means 
used  to  carry  it  into  operation  are  dishonest ;  and  that  the  supporters  of 
the  Society,  in  this  country  at  least,  have  been  deceived.    (Hear,  hear.) 

Mr.  Garrison  has  fully  demonstrated  the  fiend-like  design  of  the  Ameri-' 
can  Colonization  Society.  He  has  shown  that  its  nljprt  is  not  the  civiliyft^ 
^^on  pf  ^fiica---not  the  hurfffinlzation  of  her  wild  inhabitants — but  the 
annihilation  of  that  connecting  link  between  the  free  and  enslaved  popular 
tion  of  the  United  States,  which  is  constituted  by  the  free  people  of  color^ 
lest,  happily,  the  electric  shock  of  freedom  should  be  conveyed  to  the  twa 
millions  of  their  wretched  slaves;  and,  from  the  condition  of  brutes,  they 
should  spring  up  into  the  loftiness  and  dignity  of  immortal  beings.  (Ap^ 
plause.)  What  is  the  pretext  of  the  Colonization  Society  for  the  course 
It  is  pursuing  ?  It  is,  that  there  exists  a  prejudice  too  strong  for  humanity, 
legislation,  and  religion,  to  nyfip*nmfi^  And  shall  this  doctrine  be  preached 
in  England,  from  whose  shores  a  Morrison  went  forth  to  grapple  single-^ 

*  From  fhe  Report  of  the  meetiug  in  the  London  Patriot  of  June  19, 1833. 
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handed  with  the  prejudices  of  China  ?  Shall  this  doctrine  be  preached  to 
the  people  of  England,  who  sent  forth  a  Henry  M arty n,  freighted  with 
their  prayers  and  their  blessings,  to  wage  war  with  the  prejudice  of  India? 
Shall  this  doctrine  be  preached  in  England,  who  has  her  missionaries 
amongst  the  cannibals  of  New  Zealand  and  the  Caffres  of  South  Africa? 
No.  It  may  be  cherished  by  miscreant  Americans,  but  can  never  be  re- 
ceived by  a  Christian-minded  Briton.  (Applause*)  It  is  an  impious  doc- 
trine. It  is  opposed  to  that  faith  which  removes  mountains.  It  defies  the 
omnipotence  of  God.  It  libels  that  everlasting  gospel  which  is  to  triumph 
over  all  the  prejudices  and  superstitions  of  men,  and  all  the  abominations 
that  defile  the  earth.  If  the  influence  which  is  now  exerted  to  banish  the 
men  of  color  from  America,  were  directed  with  equal  energy,  in  a  Chrbtian 
spirit,  to  grapple  with  this  prejudice,  who  is  there  who  does  not  believe 
that  Heaven  would  smile  upon  and  bless  such  an  effort  ?  and,  in  seventeen 
years,  instead  of  having  to  show  a  small  colony  on  the  coast  of  Africa^ 
which,  when  described  by  its  most  partial  friends,  is  contemptible  in  com- 
parison with  what  might  be  achieved  at  home,  they  might  point  to  preju- 
dice and  slavery  expiring  together,  and  call  upon  us  to  hail  the  dawning  of 
a  day  of  jubilee  for  two  millions  of  slaves.    (Cheers.)* 

The  Rev.  T.  Price  (an  eminent  Baptist  clergyman  of  London)  said — 

*  It  devolves  upon  me  to  state  a  negotiation  which  has  been  carried  on, 
during  the  course  of  this  meeting,  and  which  I  do  in  the  presence  of  the 
gentleman  who,  on  the  part  of  Mr.  Cresson,  has  conducted  it,  and  who  will 
correct  my  representation,  if  it  be  inaccurate  in  any  point  I  received,  soon 
after  I  entered  this  place,  the  foUowing  communication  from  Mr.  Cresson : — 

*  Elliott  Cresson  presents  his  respects  to  the  Rev. Price,  with  his 

thanks  for  the  offer  made  after  E.  C.  left  the  chapel  last  evening,  in  order 
that  he  may  be  fairly  and  fully  heard  in  defence  of  himself  and  the  Amer- 
ican Colonization  Society.  E.  C.  proposes  the  evening  of  the  14th  inst., 
orovided  it  meets  the  convenience  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Price. 

*  6th  mo.  11, 1833.' 

I  requested  to  see  the  gentleman  who  brought  the  communication,  and 
asked,  whetlier  Mr.  Cresson  referred  to  a  discussion  on  Friday  evening,  or 
wished  to  deliver  a  lecture  by  himself?  I  was  told  that  he  did  not  con- 
template a  discussion,  but  wished  to  deliver  a  lecture,  as  Mr.  Garrison  had 
done.  I  at  once  stated,  in  reply,  that  I  could  not  give  the  loan  of  my  place 
for  any  such  purpose.  I  should  consider  that  whatever  influence  was  as- 
sociated with  my  name,  as  the  minister  of  this  place,  amongst  my  own 
people,  would  in  that  case  have  been  prostituted ;  for  I  am  now  constrain- 
ed, by  overwhelming  evidence^  to  regard  the  Society  as  a  most  anti-chris- 
tian  scheme.  At  the  same  time,  I  told  the  gentleman  tliat  the  place  was 
at  the  service  of  Mr.  Cresson  and  Mr.  Garrison,  for  a  discussion  on  any 
evening  of  any  day  that  they  may  fix.  I  inquired  of  the  gentleman,  wheth- 
er Mr.  Cresson  could  be  communicated  with,  during  the  course  of  the  lec- 
ture ?  He  replied  in  the  affirmative,  and  said  that  he  would  convey  to 
him  my  opinion,  and  would  bring  back  his  reply.  He  had  just  returned, 
and  has  informed  me  that  Mr.  Cresson  thinks  it  proper  not  to  accept  the 
oflfer  on  the  terms  proposed,  but  thinks  that  he  ought  to  have  it  for  the  pur- 
pose of  delivering  an  exposition  of  his  own  case.  Now,  with  my  present 
views  of  the  Colonization  Society,  I  could  no  more  grant  the  use  of  this 
place  for  the  delivery  of  a  lecture  advocating  its  interests,  than  I  could  for 
the  publication  of  any  other  views,  or  the  advocacy  of  any  other  system, 
however  reprehensible  it  might  be.  I  should  have  been  happy,  in  past 
times,  to  have  seen  any  discussion,  in  this  place,  between  an  advocate  for 
abolition  and  an  advocate  of  the  West  Indian  system  ;  but  I  would  never 
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have  given  the  use  of  the  place  for  the  delivery  of  a  lecture  by  a  pro-elavery 
maih  On  the  same  principle,  I  feel  constrained  to  refuse  its  use  for  the 
delivery  of  a  lecture  by  Mr.X^resson,  who  has  declined  it  for  a  discussion. 
If  my  statement  be  not  correct,  the  gentleman  who  has  conducted  the  Be- 
gociation  will  state  to  the  meeting  any  point  in  which  I  am  inaccurate. 

The  Gentleman  referred  to,  said  the  statement  was  perfectlv  correct 

The  Rev.  T.  Price  resumed.  I  think  the  meeting  should  be  distinctly 
informed  on  this  point,  in  order  that  there  may  be  no  misapprehension  in 
future.  Before  I  sit  down,  I  would  submit  for  your  adoption  a  resolution* 
I  should  not  do  justice  to  my  own  feelings*  and  to  the  conviction  of  mv 
judflrment,  if  I  did  not  propose  something  of  this  sort  I  have  admitted, 
with  extreme  reluctance,  the  convictions  which  at  present  possess  my  mind. 
There  was  a  time,  when  I  remded  the  Colonization  Socie^  with  feelings 
of  admiration,  and  with  thankfulness  to  God.  I  esteemed  it  as  the  dawn 
of  better  days  for  the  sons  of  AfHca.  I  beheld  it  as  the  germ  of  a  system 
more  comprehensive  than  itself,  which  should  embrace  not  merely  one  por- 
tion of  the  American  colored  population,  but  whose  ample  fold  should  en- 
close all  the  section  of  the  family  of  Africa  included  in  the  United  States, 
Subsequent  examination  has  served  to  satisfy  my  mind,  that  the  system  is 
based  on  an  unrighteous  and  detestable  principle,  and  that  in  its  proceed- 
ings, and  in  the  influence  which  it  exerts  upon  all  classes  of  American 
society,  whether  white,  or  black,  or  colored,  it  must  indicate  by  its  fhiits 
the  nature  of  its  origin,  and  must  add  stronffly  to  the  amount  of  that  sor^ 
row  which  sin  has  created  in  our  world.  I  formerly  wrote  on  behalf  of  the 
Society,  but  I  shall  now  feel  bound  to  employ  all  my  energies  in  opposition 
to  it  I  am  sorry  to  observe  that  in  the  present  number  of  the  Baptiit 
Magaxine  there  has  been  some  communication  inserted  from  Mr.  Cresson« 
I  shall  feel  bound,  as  a  member  of  that  denomination,  to  put  a  paper  in  the 
next  number,  correcting",  as  far  as  I  am  able,  its  numerous  misrepresenta* 
tions  (cheers!)    The  resolution  which  I  have  to  propose  is  this : 

Resolvd,  That  this  meeting,  having^  attentively  listened  to  the  state- 
ments of  Mr.  Garrison,  in  support  of  his  propositions,  is  of  opinion  diat  he 
has  fliUy  established  their  truth  by  evidence  drawn  firom  the  Reports  and 
other  publications  of  the  American  Colonization  Society ;  and  therefore 
most  earnestly  entreats  all  the  friends  of  civil  and  religions  liber^  to  with- 
hold their  sanction  and  assistance  firom  the  said  Society. 

The  resolution  was  unanimously  adopted.' 

Defeated  in  his  efforts  to  secure  the  confidence  and  approval  of  the 
English  philanthropists,  in  relation  to  the  American  Colonization  Societyi 
Mr.  Cresson  now  artfhlly  exerted  himself  to  organize  a  British  Coloniza- 
tion Society  which  should  co-operate,  indurectiy  at  least,  with  his  darling 
association.  For  this  purpose,  he  held  a  secret  meeting  with  a  fbw  indi- 
viduals, none  of  whom  had  ever  acted  with  the  abolition  party ;  the  result 
of  which  was,  the  calling  of  a  public  meeting  at  Freemason  Tavern,  over 
which,  it  was  ostentatiously  announced,  his  Royal  Highness  the  Duke  of 
Sussex  would  preside.  At  this  time,  I  was  on  a  visit  to  Mr.  Wilbbr- 
roRcfi,  at  Bath,  a  distance  of  about  100  mile^  from  London.  The  follow- 
ing note  from  my  watchful  fnend,  Charles  Stuaat,  Esq.  first  apprised 
me  that  my  presence  was  needed  in  the  city : 
*  Mt  dear  Garrison  : 

If  engaged  at  all  seriously,  so  as  to  render  returning  to  town  imme- 
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difttaly  vnadviiobUy  do  not  come.    Bat  if  not  so  engaged,  do  come  up 
trnmeduUdyf  ai,  in  such  case,  there  is  occasion  for  your  presence. 
Ever  yours  affectionately^ 
Lofuhn,  Wednesdm/,  June  19.  C.  STUART.' 

Having  completed  my  interviews  with  Mr.  Wilberforce,  I  immediate-' 
]y  returned  to  London,  and  arrived  there  on  the  morning  of  the  day  which 
had  been  announced  for  the  meeting.  Punctual  to  the  hour^  I  went  to  the 
meeting,  accompanied  by  my  friends  Capt  Stuart,  Joseph  Phillips, 
William  Hume,  Esq.  of  Dublin,  and  other  gentlemen,  expecting  to  find  a 
large  audience.  Mr.  Cresson  and  six  or  eight  of  his  friends  constituted 
the  whole  company  in  attendance,  excepting  those  who  went  with  me  !— 
The  Duke  of  Sussex  was  absent,  and  Mr.  Cresson  therefore  moved  that 
tiie  meeting  be  adjourned ! 

As  soon  as  I  ascertained  that,  pursuant  to  adjournment,  another  meeting 
was  to  be  held,  I  immediately  transmitted  the  following  letter  to  the  Duke 
of  Sussex : 
To  His  Grace  the  Duke  of  Sussex :    Mat  it  please  tour  Grace — 

I  perceive  by  the  Times  of  yesterday  morning,  that  you  are  expected  to 
preside  at  a  meeting  which  is  to  be  held  at  the  Hanover  Square  Rooms,  on 
Wednesday  next,  the  dd  of  July,  the  object  of  which  is  to  give  currency 
to  the  scheme  of  the  American  Colonization  Society.  I  am  sure  that  your 
Lordship  is  actuated  by  pure  and  benevolent  motives,  in  thus  consenting 
to  occupy  the  chair  on  the  occasion  above  alluded  to ;  and  just  as  sure  that, 
if  you  can  be  satisfied  that  the  Agent  of  that  Society  is  imposing  notonlv 
upon  your  generous  confidence,  but  upon  the  British  community,  you  will 
give  no  countenance  to  the  proposed  meeting.  I  affirm  that  Mr.  Elliott 
Cresson  is  a  deceiver ;  I  have  challenged  him,  in  private  and  public,  (vide 
the  *Thnes'  of  this  morning,)  to  meet  me  before  a  British  assembly,  io 
order  to  vindicate  his  own  cause,  and  the  Society  of  which  he  is  the  Agent. 
I  further  affirm  that  the  American  Colonization  Society  is  corrupt  in  it* 
principles,  proscriptive  in  its  measures,  and  the  worst  enemy  of  the  free 
colored  and  slave  population  of  the  United  States ;  and  as  an  American 
citizen — as  the  accredited  Agent  of  the  New-England  Anti-Slavery  Soci-* 
ety,  I  hold  myself  in  readiness  to  convince  your  Lordship  of  the  truth  of 
these  charges,  from  the  official  documents  of  the  American  Colonization 
Society,  if  your  Lordship  will  grant  me  the  privilege  of  conferring  with 
you  a  single  hour  between  the  receipt  of  this  letter  and  Wednesday  even- 
ing. As  an  individual  whose  life  is  dedicated  to  the  cause  of  negro  eman- 
cipation in  tho  United  States,  and  who  has  suffered  much  in  its  prosecu- 
tion ;  and  as  the  representative  of  the  abolitionists  of  that  country,  I  be- 
seech your  Lordship  to  grant  me  a  private  interview ;  or,  at  least,  to  make 
some  further  inquiries  into  the  merits  of  the  African  Colonization  enter- 
pri9c,  before  you  appear  publicly  in  its  support  Permit  me  to  recommend 
T.  F.  Buxton,  Z.  Macaulay,  and  James  Cropper,  (who  rank  among  the  best 
friends  of  the  colored  race,)  as  gentlemen  who  will  satisfy  you  of  my  offi- 
cial character,  and  of  the  design  and  tendency  of  the  American  Coloniza- 
tion Society.  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  preat  respect, 
Your  Grace's  obd't  serv't, 

WILLIAM  LLOYD  GARRISON. 

18,  Aldermanbury,  June  28,  ia34. 

To  the  above  letter,  no  answer  was  returned. 
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Notwithstandinip  the  indefatigable  efforts  which  were  made  to  collect  a 
large  assembly  on  this  occasion,  not  more  than  one  hundred  and  twentj 
persons  were  present,  one  third  of  whom  were  on  the  platform  by  special 
invitation,  and  another  third  were  abolitionists,  opposed  to  the  object  of 
the  meeting.  Let  it  be  remembered  that  this  was  the  third  attempt  to  get 
np  a  meeting  for  the  formation  of  a  British  Colonization  Society ;  and, 
although  the  Duke  of  Sussex  and  Lord  Bexley  were  present,  yet  out  of  a 
population  of  a  million  and  a  half,  only  120  individuals  were  in  attendance ! ! 
It  was  a  total  failure ;  and  the  attempt  in  this  country,  by  the  fHende  of 
AfHcan  Colonization,  to  magnify  its  importance,  is  in  the  highest  degree 
ludicrous.  It  was  addressed,  at  some  length,  by  Mr.  Cresson,  who  was 
forced  to  declare  (as  did  every  other  speaker)  that  it  had  no  connection 
whatever  with  the  American  Colonization  Society,  neither  approving  nor 
disapproving  of  its  principles  and  measures.  The  Duke  of  Sussex,  Lord 
Bezley,  J.  S.  Buckingham,  Esq.,  Lieut.  Rosenberg,  and  T.  Crawford,  Esq. 
also  addressed  the  meeting  in  favor  of  a  British  Society.  In  opposition  to 
the  project,  the  venerable  and  eminent  philanthropist,  Zachart  Macau- 
jjLT,  CrEORGE  THOMPSON,  Esq.  and  Capt  Charles  Stuart,  spoke  in  the 
most  impressive  and  eloquent  manner.  The  tone  of  the  discussion  was 
vehement,  and  even  boisterous,  but  only  a  partial  hearing  was  given  to  the 
abolitionists.  I  endeavored  to  show,  by  a  simple  statement  of  facts,  that 
it  was  a  delusion  to  think  of  suppressing  the  foreign  slave  trade  by  means 
of  colonies  on  the  African  coast,  while  slavery — or,  in  other  words,  the 
market  for  slaves — was  suffered  to  exist  in  any  part  of  the  world.  T. 
Crawford,  Esq.  having  offered  a  resolution,  to  the  effect,  that  a  Society  be 
formed  under  the  name  of  the  British  African  Colonization  Society,  for 
the  purpose  of  abolishing  the  slave  trade,  and  diflusing  the  benefits  of 
civilization  and  religion  among  the  natives  of  Africa— George  Thompson, 
Esq.  proposed  an  amendment — ^to  wit,  that  there  was  no  necessity  for 
forming  such  a  Society.  On  dividing  the  assembly,  there  were  against 
the  amendment  33 — for  it,  36— majority  against  it,  7 ! ! — The  original  res- 
olution was  then  put  and  carried — and  thus  ended  the  &rce.  Had  a  very 
trifling  effort  been  made,  a  thousand  abolitionists  could  have  been  muster- 
ed on  the  occasion,  in  a  few  hours,  to  crush  the  proceedings  of  the  meeting. 

Here  it  is  pertinent  to  remark,  that,  with  a  single  exception,  not  an  abo- 
litionist was  seen  on  the  platform,  or  gave  any  countenance  to  the  project. 
The  real  friends  of  African  freedom  and  civilization  received  no  invitations 
to  attend  the  meeting.  Mr.  Buxton,  Mr.  Cropper,  Mr.  Macaulay,  Mr. 
O'Connell,  and  all  the  other  distinguished  champions  of  the  colored  race, 
were  overlooked  by  Mr.  Cresson :  he  was  associated  with  another  party, 
and  surrounded  himself  with  other  men,  who  cherished  the  feeblest  desires 
for  the  abolition  of  colonial  slavery. 

In  order  to  counteract,  and  effectually  nullify,  this  impudent  attempt  to 
impose  upon  the  credulity  of  the  British  nation,  and  also  to  terminate  the 
eoDtroversy  on  the  merits  of  the  American  Colonisation  Society,  a  public 
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meeting  was  lield  at  Ezetor  Hall  onthelSthof  Jaly,8twhiehtwothoaaand 
persons  were  present  Never  was  a  more  highly  respectable  assembly 
x^onvened  in  London.  James  Cropper,  Esq.  took  the  chair.  The  pro- 
ceedings of  that  memorable  meeting  have  been  extensively  spread  before 
ihe  American  people,  and  therefore  it  is  unnecessary  to  insert  them  here. 
To  that  noble  patriot  Daiciel  O'Connell,  Esq.  and  to  George  Thomp- 
son, Esq.,  Rev.  Nathaniel  Paul,  of  Wilberforce  Settlement  in  Upper 
.Canada,  J>  S.  BficKiNGHAM,  Esq.,  J.  C.  Evans,  Esq.,  and  the  Chairman,  I 
am  under  heavy  obligations  for  the  powerful  support  which  they  rendered 
me  on  that  occasion.  Their  speeches,  reported  in  full,  are  before  the  public* 

Previous  to  the  meeting,  I  transmitted  the  following  epistolary  invitation 
to  the  Duke  ofSussex : 

18,  ALDBRXANBuaT,  July  13, 1833. 
May  it  please  your  Royal  Highnest : 

The  enclosed  Circular  and  Ticket  will  inform  you  that  a  meeting  is  to 
be  held  to-morrow,  at  12  o'clock,  at  Exeter  Hall,  for  the  purpose  of  expos- 
ing the  real  character  and  object  of  the  American  Colonization  Society. 
Although  your  Royal  Highness  generously  declared,  at  the  meeting  in  the 
Hanover  Square  Rooms,  that  you  regarded  the  Agent  of  that  Society  as  a 
gentleman  who  was  above  attack ;  ;^et,  with  the  utmost  deference  to  the 
opinion  of  your  Royal  Highness,  it  is  possible  Uiat  he  may  not  be  impecca- 
ble. Many  great  and  good  men,  who,  a  few  months  since,  were  captivated 
by  his  fanciful  and  false  statements,  are  now  led,  by  a  careful  investigation 
of  the  subject,  to  regard  him  as  a  public  deceiver.  Surely,  there  is  no  one 
more  disposed  to  weigh  evidence  and  examine  facts  than  your  Royal  High- 
ness ;  especially  in  a  case  so  momentous  as  the  present  If  your  Royal 
Highness  could  make  it  convenient  to  honor  the  meeting  to-morrow  with 
your  presence,  I  should  not  onlv  regard  the  act  as  exceedingly  magnani- 
mous, but  it  would  unquestionably  be  a  source  of  sincere  pleasure  to  the 
auditors. 

In  my  note  of  the  29th  ultimo^  I  addressed  your  Royal  Highness  by  the 
title  of  *  Your  Grace.'  As  the  error,  though  trivial  in  itself,  might  seem 
to  imply  intentional  disrespect,  I  roust  here  apologize  for  the  same.  An 
American  citizen,  in  Europe,  is  ever  liable  to  err,  through  ignorance,  in 
the  application  of  hereditary  titles,  as  they  do  not  obtain  in  his  own  country. 

I  am  confident  that  your  Royal  Highness  will  most  cheerfully  pardon 
the  blunder. 

With  sentiments  of  the  highest  respect  for  the  benevolence  and  good- 
ness of  your  character,        I  am        Your  Obed't  Servt, 

(Signed)  WM.  LLOYD  GARRISON, 

RfpreserUaiive  of  ihe  JSTew-England  ^nH-Slavery  Society. 

To  this  letter,  also,  no  answer  was  returned,  aid  therefore  1  am  under 
no  special  obligations  to  the  courtesy  of  royalty^ 

On  the  19th  of  June,  it  was  my  privilege  to  be  introduced  to  the  vener- 
able WiLBERFOBCB  in  Bath.  He  gave  me  a  very  gracious  reception,  as 
did  also  his  excellent  lady  and  son.  I  spent  about  three  hours  in  his  com- 
pany, during  which  time  his  cautious  and  active  mind  was  very  inquisitive 
on  Uie  subject  of  slavery  in  the  United  States,  and  particularly  in  reference 
io  the  American  Colonization  Society.  I  endeavored  to  communicate,  as 
briefly  and  clearly  as  possible^  all  the  promiaent  facts  relating  to  our  great 
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controv«ny.  In  expressing  to  him  the  grief  which  wu  felt  by  American 
cboHtionists,  and  particularly  by  our  free  colored  population,  in  seeing  the 
name  of  Wilberforce  enrolled  among  the  friends  of  the  Colonization 
Society,  he  said  that  his  commendation  of  the  enterprise  had  been  restrict- 
ed to  the  colony  at  Liberia ;  that,  relying  apon  the  information  which  Mr. 
Cresson  had  given  him  respecting  the  flourishing  condition  of  that  colony, 
he  had  been  induced  to  believe  that  it  was  aiding  essentially  in  the  civili- 
zation of  benighted  Africa ;  that  he  never  regarded  the  Society  as  provid- 
ing a  remedy  for  slavery ;  that  he  viewed  with  abhorrence  the  doctrine  of 
the  Society,  denying  the  practicability  of  elevating  the  colored  race  in  the 
United  States  to  an  equality  with  the  whites ;  and  that  he  had  repeatedly 
contested  that  wicked  position  with  Mr.  Cresson,  and  told  him  that  he  con- 
sidered it  fundamentally  f&lse  and  unchristian.  He  expressed  much  anxiety 
to  learn  how  far  Mr.  Cresson  had  made  use  of  his  name  to  give  currency 
to  the  Society,  and  desired  his  son  to  write  down  the  following  queries  as 
he  dictated  them : 

U.  How  far  has  Mr.  EUiott  Cresson  made  use  of  Mr.  Wilberforce's 
name  ?  Has  he  merely  stated  that  Mr.  Wilberforce  approved  of  the  ado- 
fUf  as  calculated  to  heue^t  J(firica ;  or  has  he  said  that  Mr.  Wilberforce  ap- 

f  roves  of  the  principle  of  tho  Society — ^namely,  that  the  blacks  ought  to 
e  removed /or  the  advantage  of  America,  as  well  a$  for  their  oum  ? 
2L  Did  Mr.  Cresson  (aware  that  it  must  be  considered  as  the  fbndamen- 
tal  principle  of  the  American  Colonization  Society,  that  there  is  a  difficulty, 
amounting  to  a  moral  impossibility,  in  the  blacks  and  whites  living  together 
in  prosperihr  and  harmony,  as  members  of  the  same  free'community)  make 
it  clear  to  those  to  whom  he  professed  to  state  Mr.  Wilberforce's  senti- 
ments, that  the  two  classes  might  and  ought  to  live  together,  as  one 
mutually  connected  and  happir  societjr  ? 

3.  Has  Mr.  Elliott  Cresson  made  it  publicly  known  in  England,  that  the 
American  Colonization  Society  has  declared  that  it  considers  that  coloni- 
zation  ought  to  be  a  sine  qua  non  of  emancipaiion  f ' 

These  queries  were  given  to  me  to  make  such  use  of  them  as  I  might 
think  proper. 

At  his  urgent  solicitation,  I  visited  him  the  next  morning,  and  sat  down 
with  him  and  his  family  to  breakfast,  which  was  served  up  in  patriarchal 
simplicity.  After  an  interview  of  about  five  hours,— too  delightful  and  too 
important  ever  to  be  forgotten  by  me, — ^I  bade  him  farewell,  expressing  my 
fervent  wishes  for  a  long  continuance  of  his  valuable  life,  and  my  hope  to 
meet  him  in  that  world  of  glory,  where  change,  and  decay,  and  separation, 
are  unknown.  I  impressed  upon  his  mind,  tenderly  and  solemnly,  the  im- 
portance of  his  bearing  public  testimony  against  the  American  Colonization 
Society,  if  he  was  satisfied  that  its  claims  to  the  confidence  and  patronage 
of  the  British  nation  were  preposterous  and  illusory ;  especially  as  he  was 
constantly  quoted  as  the  friend  and  advocate  of  the  Society.  *I  offer  you/ 
I  said, '  no  documents  or  pamphlets  in  opposition  to  the  Society,  upon  which 
to  form  an  opinion  of  its  true  character.  Here  are  its  Fifteenth  and  Six- 
teenth Reports :  the  former  contains  aa  elaborate  defence  of  the  Society 
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by  its  managers,  which,  in  my  opinion,  is  alone  sufficient  to  seal  its  destiny. 
Read  it  at  your  leisure,  and,  judging  the  Society  out  of  its  own  mouth,  let 
your  verdict  be  given  to  the  world.' 

Immediately  after  the  meeting  at  Exeter  Hall,  I  rode  to  Ipswich  to  see 
Thomas  Clarkson,  accompanied  by  my  esteemed  friend,  the  Rev.  Na- 
THAifiEL  Paul.  Here  it  is  proper  to  state  in  what  manner  the  mind  of  this 
venerable  philanthropist  became  so  strongly  impressed  in  favor  of  the  Col- 
onization Society  and  of  Liberia.  It  happens  that  the  individual,  who,  of 
all  others  in  England,  exerts  the  most  influence  over  Clarkson's  mind,  is 
the  main  pillar  of  Mr.  Cresson's  support — namely,  Richard  Dtkes  Alex- 
A.^DER,  a  wealthy  and  respectable  member  of  the  Society  of  Friends.  As 
Clarkson  has  entirely  lost  his  sight,  this  gentleman  reads  and  answers  many 
of  bis  letters,  and  is  emphatically  his  mouth-piece.  He  has  therefore  ac- 
quired a  powerful  control  over  the  judgment,  and  secured  the  entire  confi- 
dence of  Clarkson.  Mr.  Cresson  succeeded  most  effectually  in  duping 
Alexander,  and  Alexander  in  misleading  Clarkson.  Care  was  taken,  both 
by  Mr.  Alexander  and  Mrs.  Clarkson,  to  read  chiefly  to  the  sightless  phi- 
lanthropist, those  statements  which  served  to  represent  the  Colonization 
Society  and  Liberia  in  glowing  colors,  and  to  place  their  opposers  in  a  dis- 
graceful attitude.  Under  these  circumstances,  little  authority  or  value 
ought  to  be  attached  to  his  opinions  in  favor  of  the  Society  and  its  colony. 

On  arriving  at  Ipswich,  we  found  that  we  could  easily  gain  access  to 
Clarkson,  only  through  the  medium  of  Alexander— of  him  whose  mind  we 
knew  was  strongly  prejudiced  against  us  both,  in  consequence  ef  the  fla- 
grant misrepresentations  of  Mr.  Cresson.  But  we  did  not  hesitate  to  call 
upon  him,  and  state  the  object  of  our  visit  to  Ipswich.  He  treated  us  po- 
litely ;  and  as  Clarkson  resided  at  Playford  Hall,  a  distance  of  two  or  three 
miles  from  the  town,  he  ofiered  to  postpone  another  engagement  which  he 
had  made,  and  accompany  us  in  his  carriage. 

The  retreat,  chosen  by  the  aged  friend  of  the  colored  race  in  which  to 
spend  his  few  remaining  years  on  earth,  we  found  to  be  very  beautiful. 
On  alighting  at  his  door,  Mr.  Paul  and  myself,  at  the  request  of  Mr.  Alex- 
ander, strolled  about  the  serpentine  paths  of  the  park,  while  he  went  in  to 
ascertain  whether  Clarkson's  health  would  permit  an  interview  at  that  time 
— as,  a  few  days  before,  he  had  injured  one  of  his  legs  severely  against  the 
shaft  of  his  carriage.  In  about  twenty  minutes  we  were  called  into  the 
house,  and  were  met  by  Clarkson  totteringly  supported  by  Mr.  Alexander. 
His  mind  was  evidently  full  of  distress :  my  own  was  deeply  affected, 
almost  beyond  the  utterance  of  words.  In  taking  me  by  the  hand,  he  ob- 
served— *  I  cannot  see  your  face — I  have  now  wholly  lost  my  sight— but 

'  and  here  his  emotion  overpowered  his  feelings — *I  believe  I  have 

lost  it  in  a  good  cause.'  My  introductory  remarks  were  few  and  simple. 
A  burden  of  gratitude  for  his  noble  services  in  the  cause  of  bleeding  hu- 
manity, and  of  sympathy  for  his  present  affecting  condition,  pressed  might- 
Uy  upon  my  soul,  which  I  earnestly  desired  to  throw  off  by  the  power  of 
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speech ;  bat,  lest  it  might  seem  like  premeditated  flattery  and  artful  con" 
dolence,  I  was  awed  into  silence. 

He  immediately  began  on  the  subject  of  colonization ;  and,  with  a  vivid' 
ness  of  memory  which  surprised  me,  minutely  stated  the  substance  of  all 
his  conversations  with  Mr.  Cresson  from  their  first  interview,  and  the  cir- 
cumstances which  had  led  him  to  give  his  sanction  to  the  Colonization 
Society.  He  had  never  regarded  that  Society  as  capable,  in  itself,  of 
effecting  the  abolition  of  slavery  in  the  United  States,  but  only  as  an  aux- 
iliary to  its  abolition.  Did  he  suppose  that  compulsion,  either  directly  or 
indirectly,  was  used  to  effect  the  removal  of  the  free  people  of  color  and 
such  as  were  liberated  from  bondage,  he  should  deprecate  the  measure  as 
unspeakably  cruel  and  wicked.  Finding  that  his  approval  of  the  Society 
was  regarded  with  grief  by  many  of  his  dearest  friends,  in  whose  opinions 
he  could  not  unite  as  lo  its  evil  character, — and  in  order  to  obtain  that  re- 
pose of  mind  which  his  bodily  infirmities  imperiously  demanded,-^he  had 
resolved  to  occupy  neutral  ground,  and  did  not  wish  to  be  ranked  on  either 
side  of  the  controversy.    He  saw  no  reason  to  change  his  decision. 

Having  listened  to  him  with  becoming  deference,  I  spared  no  pains  to 
correct  fie  erroneous  views  which  he  had  formed-^beginning  with  the 
origin  of  the  Society,  and  tracing  it  through  all  its  ramifications ;  explain- 
ing its  direful  tendencies  to  corrupt  the  public  mind,  obscure  the  moral 
vision  of  the  people,  inflame  their  prejudices,  deceive  their  hopes,  and  sear 
their  consciences— and  to  perpetuate,  by  pruning,  an  overgrown  system  of 
oppression.  I  showed  him  that  it  was  cruel  mockery  to  say  that  the  per- 
secuted and  oppressed  exiles  to  Liberia  had  gone  with  their  own  consent^ 
cheerfully  and  voluntarily ;  that  the  doctrines  of  the  Society  were  abhor- 
rent and  impious ;  that  it  was  the  enemy  not  merely  of  the  colored  race^ 
but  of  all  genuine  abolitionists ;  that  good  men  who  had  taken  it  upon 
trust,  on  ascertaining  its  real  purposes,  were  abandoning  ij  in  crowds,  and 
using  mighty  exertions  to  overthrow  it ;  and  that  all  its  doctrines,  measures, 
and  designs,  were  evil,  and  only  evil  continually.  I  also  endeavored  to 
convince  him  that  he  did  not  occupy  neutral  ground,  but  that  he  was  every 
where,  both  in  England  and  in  the  United  States,  regarded  as  the  unfalter- 
ing friend  of  the  Society ;  and  that,  until  he  publicly  requested  to  be  con- 
sidered as  neither  approving  nor  opposing  the  Society,  he  could  not 
possibly  be  neutral  in  this  great  controversy. 

The  Rev.  Mr.  Paul  also  appealed  to  him  in  the  most  solemn  and  pathetic 
manner,  and  stated  in  what  light  the  Society  was  universally  regarded  by 
his  colored  brethren,  and  in  what  manner  it  was  operating  to  their  injury. 
His  disclosures  seemed  powerfully  to  agonize  the  mind  of  the  venerable 
man,  and  sincerely  did  we  pity  him. 

After  an  interview  of  about  four  hours,  we  took  our  leave  of  him,  lament- 
ing that  he  should  still  fe^l  it  to  be  his  duty  to  occupy  what  he  considered 
neutral  ground.* 

*  A  more  minute  account  of  Mr.  Garrison's  visit  to  Wilberforce  and  Clarkson  will 
appear  in  the  Liberator.  ^  , 
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A  short  time  after  this  yisit,  I  unexpectedly  receired,  to  my  exceedinff 
joy,  from  a  distiDguished  member  of  Parliament,  duplicate  copies  of  the 
Protest  against  the  American  Colonization  Society,  signed  by  Wilber- 
FORCE  and  eleven  of  the  most  distinguished  abolitionists  in  Great  Britaio, 
which  has  fallen  like  a  thunderbolt  upon  the  Societyf  and  riven  it  in  twain. 
In  getting  up  this  Protest,  I  had  no  agency  whatever.  It  was  altogether 
unexpected  by  me ;  but  to  obtain  it  was  alone  worth  a  trip  across  the 
Atlantic. 

Having  now  effectually  succeeded  in  routing  Mr.  Cresson  and  crushing 
his  darling  scheme;  having  obtained  the  acquaintance  and  secured  the 
friendship  of  the  leading  friends  of  the  colored  race ;  having  received,  from 
various  sources,  large  quantities  of  anti-slavery  publications  for  gratuitous 
distribution  in  the  United  States ;  and  having  been  advised  to  postpone 
any  pecuniary  appeals  at  that  juncture,  in  consequence  of  the  feverish 
state  of  the  public  mind  in  relation  to  the  emancipation  of  the  slaves  in 
the  British  colonies,  but  assured  of  liberal  assistance  on  the  terminatioa 
of  the  anti-slavery  struggle  in  England ;  I  deemed  my  presence  no  longer 
needed,  and  accordingly  took  passage  in  the  ship  Hannibal,  Capt  Hebard, 
at  London,  and  arrived  at  New- York  on  the  2d  of  October,  havin^een  ab- 
sent precisely  five  months  firom  the  time  of  my  embarkation. 
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OP    THE 

NEW-ENGLAND   ANTI-SLAVERY    SOCIETY. 


V  PREAMBLE. 

Whereas,  wo  believe  that  Slavery  is  contrary  to  the  precepts  of  Christianity,  danger- 
ous to  the  liberties  of  the  country,  and  ought  immediately  to  oe  abolished  •,  and  whereas, 
we  believe  that  the  citizens  of  New-England  ooi  only  have  the  right  to  protest  against 
it,  but  ar^nder  the  highest  obligation  to  seek  its  removal  "by  a  moral  influence ;  and 
whereas,  we  believe  that  the  free  people  of  color  are  unrighteously  oppressed,  and  stand 
in  need  of  our  sympathy  and  benevolent  co-operation  j  ^erefore,  recognizing  the  in- 
spired declaration  tnat  Uod  '  hath  made  4tf  one  blood  all  nations  of  Inen  for  to  dwell  on 
ail  the  face  of  the  earth,'  and  in  obedience  to  our  Saviour's  golden  rule,  *  all  things  what- 
•oever  ye  would  that  men  should  do  to  you.  do  ye  even  so  to  them  5 '  we  agree  to  form 
oarseives  into  a  Society,  and  to  be  govemea  by  the  following 

CONSTITUTION. 
AirrtcLE  1.    This  Society  shall  be  called  the  New-England  Aati-Slavcry  Society, 
and  shall  be  snxUiary  to  the  American  Anti-Slavery  Society.         ^ 

Art.  2.  Hie  objects  of  the  Society  ^hall  be,  to  endeavor,  bj^  all  means  sanctioned 
by  law,  humanity  and  religion,  to  effect  the  abolition  of  slavery  in  tlio  United  States  j  to 
improve  the  character  ana  condition  of  the  f  c  people  of  color,  to  inform  and  correct 
puDHc  opinion  in  relation  to  their  situation  and  rights,  and  obtain  for  them  equal  civil 
and  political  rights  and  pnvileges  with  the  whites.       ^ 

Art.  3.  ,  Any  person  by  signing  the  Constitution,  and  paying  to  the  Treasurer  fifteen 
dollars  as  a  life  subscription,  or  two  dollars  annually,  shall  be  considered  a  member  of 
the  Society,  and  entitled  to  a.  copy  of  all  its  official  publications. 

AiCT.  4.  The  officers  of  the  Society  shall  be  a  President,  Vice  Presidents,  a  Corres- 
ponding Secretary,  a  Recording  Secrelary,  a  Treasurer,  an  Auditor,  and  ten  Counsel- 
lors, who  shall  be  elected  annuujy,  by  ballot,  on  the  fourth  Wednesday  of  January,  or 
subsequently  by  adjournment,  and'shall  bold  their  respective  offices  until  others  are  chosen. 

Art.  5.  The  foregoing  officers  shall  constitute  a  Board  of  Managers,  to  whom  shall 
bo  entrusted  the  dispo^tion  of  the  funds,  and  the  management  of  the  concerns  of  the 
Society.  Thw  shall  have  power  to  make  their  own  by-laws,  to  fill  any  vacancy  which 
may  occur  in  their  Board  and  to  employ  agents  to  promote  the  objects  of  the  Society. 

Art.  6.  There  shall  be  a  public  meeting  of  the  Society  annually,  on  the  fourth 
Wednesday  of  January^  at  which  the  Board  of  Managers  shall  make  a  Report  of  their 
doings  for  the  past  year,  and  of  the  income,  expenditures,  and  funds  of  the  Society. 

Art.  7.  The  President  shall  preside  at  all  meetings  of  the  Society  and  of  the  Board 
of  Managers,  or  inrhis  absence  one  of  the  Vice  Presidents;  or  in  their  absence  a  Presi* 
dent  pro  tern. 

Art.  8.  The  Corresponding  Secrclarv  shall  receive  and  keep  all  communications  or 
publications  directed  to, the  Society,  and  transmit  ihosb  issued  by  them,  and  shall  cor- 
respond with  the  agents,  or  any  other  bodies  or  individuals,  according  to  the  directtoiis 
of  the  Society  or  the  Managers. 

Art.  9.  The  Recording  Secretary  shall  notify  all  meetings  of  the  Society  and  of  the 
Board  of  Managers,  and  keep  the  records  of  the  same. 

Art.  10.  'l*be  Treasurer  shall  collect  the  subscriptions  and  donaUoni  to  the  Society, 
bold  all  its  funds,  and  make  payments  according  to  tiie  directions  of  the  Managers  5  and 
bo  shall  keep  a  true  account  of  the  same,  and  render  a  statement  to  accompany  the 
Annual  Report  of  the  Society. 

Art.  11.  Any  Anti-Slavery  Society,  or  any  association  founded  on  kindred  princi* 
pies,  may  become  auxiliary  to  this  Society,  by  contributing  to  its  Ainds,  and  may  com- 
municate with  us  by  loiter  or  delegation. 

Art.  13.  The  Society  shall  hold  meetings  on  the  last  Monday  of  March,  June,  and 
Septomber,  for  the  transaction  of  any  business  which  may  be  presented  by  the  Board  of 
Managers,  or  for  addresses,  or  for  discussion  of  any  subject  connected  with  the  objects 
of  the  Society.  Special  meeting  may  be  called  by  the  Board  of  Managers,  or  by  the 
Recording  Secretary  on  application  from  ten  members  of  the  Society. 

Art.  13.  This  Constitution  may  be  altered  at  the  Annual  Meeting  for  the  choice 
of  officers.provided  the  ameiidmcnts  proposed  to  be  made,  have  been  submitted  to  the 
Board  of  Managers,  in  writing,  one  month  previous.  ^^.^.^^^  ^^ GoOqIc 
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PROCEEDINGS 

Ot   THE 

NEW-ENGLAND    ANTI-SLATERY    SOCIETY, 

AT   ITS 

THIRD    AWWVAXi    MBBTZWO- 


The  Third  Annual  Meeting  of  the  New-England  Anti- Slavery 
Society  was  held  at  Julien  Hall,  on  Wednesday  evening,  Janu- 
ary 21,  1835,  at  7  o'clock. 

The  President  being  absent,  Rev.  Prof.  Pollen,  one  of  the 
Vice  Presidents,  took  the  chair. 

Before  the  hour  of  meeting  had  fully  arrived,  the  Hall  was 
crowded  to  sufibcation,  and  hundreds  of  persons  who  came  to 
the  door,  were  forced  to  retire  without  being  able  to  enter. 

A  letter  from  Rev.  Mr.  Wells,  first  Vice  President  of  the 
Society,  expressive  of  his  ardent  desire  for  the  continued  pros- 
perity of  the  cause,  and  disappointment  that  he  was  not  able, 
on  account  of  indisposition,  to  attend  the  meeting,  was  read  by 
the  Secretary. 

The  meeting  was  opened  with  prayer  by  the  Rev.  William  C. 
Munroe,  late  of  Portland,  Me. 

The  Report  of  the  Board  of  Managers  was  read  by  S.  E. 
Sewall,  Corresponding  Secretary. 

On  motion  of  Rev.  Cyrus, P.  Grosvenor,  Agent  of  the  Essex 
County  Anti-Slavery  Society,  seconded  by  Rev.  Baron  Stow 
of  Boston, 

Resolved  J  That  the  Report  be  accepted,  and  printed  under 
the  direction  of  the  Board  of  Managers. 

On  motion  of  Rev.  Amos  A.  Phelps,  General  Agent  of  the 
American  Anti-Slavery  Society,  seconded  by  George  Thomp- 
son, Esq., 

Resolvedy  That  it  is  essential  to  the  progress  of  the  Anti- 
Slavery  cause,  that  its  friends  should  understand  and  maintain 
its  great  distinctive  prmciples,  in  all  their  purity  and  strength. 

Interesting  addresses  were  made  by  the  gentlemen  who  moved 
and  seconded  the  above  resolutions,  which  were  listened  to  with 
deep  attention.  Digitized  by  Google 


Several  hyiDna  suited  to  the  occasion,  were  suog  by  the  CoU 
ored  Jureoile  Choir,  under  the  direction  of  Miss  Paul. 
Fotedy  That  this  meeting  be  adjourned  for  one  week. 

Wednesday  J  January  28, — The  Society  met  pursuant  to  the 
adjournment,  at  the  Society's  Hall,  over  46,  Washington-street, 
at  8  o'clock,  P.  M.     . 

In  the  absence  of  the  President  and  Vice  Presidents,  Amasa 
Walker,  Esq.  was  called  to  the  chair. 

Vbiedy  To  amend  the  third  article  of  the  Constitution,  by 
inserting  after  the  words,  ^  annual  mbscription^*  <  one  dollar y* 
instead  of  ^  two  dollars. ' 

The  following  gentlemen  were  elected  officers  of  the  Society 
for  the  present  year  : — 

'  PRESIDENT. 

JOSEPH  SOUTHWICK,  Danvera. 

yiCE*PRESIDENT8. 

Rev.  E.  M.  P.  WELLS,  Bostort. 

Rev.  MOSES  THACHER,  N.  Wrentham,  MaM. 

Rev.  AMOS  A.  PHELPS. 

DAVID  L.  CHILD,  Boston. 

Prop.  CHARLES  FOLLEN,  Cambridge. 

WILLIAM  LLOYD  GARRISON,  Boston. 

JOHN  G,  WHITTIER,  Haverhill,  Mass. 

Rev.  O.  SCOTT,  Springfield,  Mass. 

WILLIAM  OAKES,  Ipswich,  Mass. 

Rev.  baron  STOW,  Boston. 
Corresponding  Sccretery—SAMUEL  E.  SEW  ALL,  Boston. 
Recording  Sccre«€fry— BEN  J  A  MIN  C.  BACON,  Boaion. 

IVeaturer— JAMES  C.  ODIORNE,  Boston. 
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COUNSELLORS. 


ELLIS  GRAY  LORING, 
DRURY  FAIRBANKS, 
ISAAC  KNAPP, 
S.  G.  SHIPLEY, 
JOHN  R.  CAMBELLi 


ABNER  FORBES, 
JOSHUA  EASTON, 
JOHN  E.  FULLER, 
C.  C.  BARRY, 
CHARLES  DREW. 


Votedj  That  this  meeting  be  adjourned  for  one  week. 


Wednesday  J  Feb.  4. — The  Society  met  at   their   Hall,   on 
Wednesday  evening,  Feb.  4th,  pursuant  to  the  adjournment. 
Amasa  Walker  in  the  chair. 

Fotedy  To  amend  the  13th  article  of  the  Constitution,  by 
striking  out  the  words  ^  one  month.' 

Voiedy    To   amend  the  1st  article,   by  inserting  the  word 
^ MassachuseUSy'  bs^ead  of  the  words  ^  Mw-EngUmd.* 

Adjourned  sine  die.  o.tzed.yGoogk 


REPORT. 


In  consequence  of  the  formation  of  the  American  Anti- Sla- 
very Society,  and  of  the  design  contemplated  to  form  State 
Societies  in  the  New-England  States,  a  design  which  has 
already  been  accomplished  in  Maine,  New-Hampshire,  and  Ver- 
mont, the  operations  of  the  New-England  Anti- Slavery  Society 
during  the  past  year,  have  been  very  much  confined  to  Massa- 
chusetts.    And  hereafter,  it  will  be  only  a  State  Society.* 

Though  the  comparative  importance*  of  this  association,  has, 
owing  to  the  causes  just  mentioned,  been,  in  some  measure  di- 
minished, the  zeal,  ^  activity,  and  numbers  of  its  friends,  have 
not  been  at  all  impaired,  while  the  principles  on  which  it  is 
founded,  have  spread  through  the  country  with  unexampled  ra- 
pidity. Every  day,  and  almost  every  hour,  has  brought  inteUi- 
gence  of  new  converts  to  them,  in  every  part  of  our  land. 

Some  additions  have  been  made  to  the  Wilberforce  Library, 
during  the  year.  This  institution  has  already  proved  very  con- 
venient to  persons  prosecuting  inquiries  on  the  subject  of  slave- 
ry, and  it  is  believed  will  hereafter  become  still  more  useful. 

About  seven  months  ago,  the  Society  hired  the  large  hall  over 
No.  46,  Washington-Street,  Boston.  This  hall  is  now  divided 
into  two  apartments,  one  of  which  is  used  as  a  lecture  room, 
and  the  other  as  the  Society's  office,  and  a  depository  for  anti- 
shvery  books,  tracts,  and  other  articles.  The  Society  has  em- 
ployed Mr.  Benjamin  C.  Bacon  to  take' charge  of  the  Rooms, 
V  and  act  as  general  agent  of  the  Society.  This  gentlemen  has 
performed  the  labojrious  duties  of  his  office,  including  an  exten- 
sive correspondence,  with  great  zeal  and  assiduity.     Tjie  sale 

*  Since  the  Report  was  read,  the  name  of  the  association  has  been  ehaogeil  to  that  of 
Um  MtutnehuteUM  Atai*  Slavery  Society. 
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of  anti-slavery  publications,  has  been  very  much  promoted  by 
this  establishment ;  and  the  demand  for  them  appears  to  be  con- 
stantly increasing.  The  Society's  office  has,  as  was  expected, 
proved  a  centre  of  attraction  for  abolitionists  visiting  'the  city, 
from  all  parts  of  t,he  country  ;  and  has  thus  extended  the  inter- 
^  course  of  the  friends  of  liberty. 

It  would  be  most  ungrateful,  not  to  acknowledge  the  aid  which 
females  hav6  every  where  given  to  the  cause  in  which  we  are 
engaged.  This  Society  is  especially  indebted  to  a  number  of 
ladies,  who  held  a  fair  in  Boston  in  December  last,  for  its  ben- 
efit. The  amount  of  sales  at  this  fair  was  about  $360.  The 
money  brought  into  the  Society's  Treasury  from  this  source, 
proved  a  welcome  supply  to  its  exhausted  finances.  The  taste 
and  ingenuity  of  many  of  the  articles  sold  on  this  occasion,  and 
the  whole  arrangement  of  the  exhibition,  afforded  the  highest 
gratification  to  those  who  visited  the  Hall.  Few  could  have 
gone  there  without  having  their  hearts  touched  with  fresh  com- 
passion for  the  slave,  and  a  new  zeal  to  vindicate^ his  rights. 
But  the  good  produced  by  the  fair,  is  not  merely  momentary. 
Many  of  the  articles  purchased  on  the  occasion,  will  probably 
serve  as  perpetual  mementoes  to  the  owners  and  their  friends, 
of  their  duties  to  their  oppressed  countrymen. 

In  Massachusetts,  anti-slavery  principles  are  becoming  prom- 
inent objects  of  public  attention.  Several  county,  and  several 
town  societies  have  been  formed  during  the  year.  la  other 
States,  the  cause  has  met  with  similar  success.  The  following 
is  an  imperfect,  probably  very  imperfect,  list'  of  new  Anti-Sla- 
very Societies. 

Maine. — Stale  Society  ;  Portland  Young  Men's  ;  North 
Yarmouth. 

Mw' Hampshire. — State  Society  ;  Concord  (2 — male  and 
female)  ;  Windham  ;  Campton  ;  Great  Falls. 

Vermont. — State  Society  ;  Ferrisburgh  ;  Ryegate  and  Bar- 
net  ;  Starksborough  ;  Lincoln. 

Massachusetts. — Salem  Female  ;  Lowell  (2 — male  and  fe- 
male) ;  Haverhill  (2 — male  and  female)  ;  South  Reading ; 
Holden  ;  Newburyport  (2.— male  and  female)  ;  Cambridge  ; 
Sandwich  ;  Scituate  ;  Middlesex  County  Society  ;  Millbury  \ 
Plymouth  ;  Woburn  ;  Essex  County  ;  Ashbumham  ;  New- 
JBedford;  Plymouth  County.  Digitized  by  Google 


CpnneetictU. — Brooklyn  Female  ;  Norwich  Female  ;  Weth- 
ersfield. 

Mw'York. — Rochester  (colored)  ;  Whitestown  ;  Auburn 
Theological  Seminary  ;  Hamilton  Institute ;  Utica  ;  Peterbor- 
ough ;  New- York  (City)  Young  Men's. 

Pennsylvania, — Clarkson  Anti-Slavery  Association,  Lancaster 
and  Chester  County. 

Ohio, — Columbiana  ;  Lexington  ;  Munroe  County  ;  New 
Lisbon  County  ;  Ashtabula  County  ;  Zanesville  ;  Western  Re- 
serve ;  Nelson. 

Michigan  Territory. — Parmington. 

Total— 63. 

It  is  scarcely  necessary  to  remark,  in  this  connection,  that 
the  exertions  and  success  of  the  American  Anti- Slavery  Society, 
have' surpassed  even  the  glowing  auguries  of  its  most  sanguine 
supporters. 

While  new  friends  of  the  colored  race  are  thus  springing  up 
in  every  quarter,  no  old  ones  desert  them.  It  is  indeed  one  of 
the  strongest  marks  of  the  truth  and  importance  of  our  opinions, 
that  those  who  have  once  adopted  them  in  eartiest,  rarely,  if  ever, 
recede  from  them,  but,  on  the  contrary,  usually  grow  more  and 
more  zealous  in  their  support. 

A  convention  of  delegates  from  Anti-Slavery  Societies  in 
New-England,  was  held  in  Boston  in  May  last.  The  jproceed- 
ings  of  this  Convention,  having  been  published  in  a  pamphlet 
form,  it  is  only  necessary  to  observe  in  this  place,  that  the  pro- 
ceedings of  this  body,  have  apparently  given  a  great  impulse  to 
the  anti-slavery  cause  throughout  New-England. 

The  subject  of  a  Manual  Labor  School,  to  be  open  to  per- 
sons of  color,  was  brought  before  this  Convention.  Some  sub- 
scriptions were  obtained  for  the  purpose.  We  trust  that  at 
some  not  very  distant  date,  such  a  Seminary  wiU  be  opened  in 
New-England.  The  Academy  at  Canaan,  in  New-Hampshire, 
now  receives  colored  youths  on  equal  terms  with  white. 

The  last  year  has  been  marked,  not  only  by  the  rapid  spread 
of  anti-slavery  principles,  but  equally,  by  a  violent  and  ferocious 
opposition  to  them.  The  peaceable  and  orderly  meetings  of 
our  friends,  have  been  interrupted  in  many  places  by  the  assaults 
of  the  populace.     In  a  number  of  instances}  the  rioters  have 
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not  been  contented  with  disturbing  meetings,  but  have  also  at- 
tacked and  destroyed  property. 

In  New- York,  savage  mobs  interrupted  two  meetings  of  abo- 
litionists on  July  4th,  and  among  other  acts  of  violence,  on  suc- 
cessive nights,  sacked  the  house  of  Mr.  Lewis  Tappan,  and 
destroyed  his  furniture  ;  attacked  and  seriously  injured  the  house 
of  Dr.  Cox  ;  merely  to  punish  them  for  their  obnoxious  opin- 
ions. The  rioters  also  attacked  and  damaged  several  churches 
in  the  same  place,  sacked  St.  Phillips'  Episcopal  Church  in 
Centre-street,  demolished  the  African  school  house  in  Orange- 
street,  and  twelve  adjacent  houses,  principally  occupied  by  col- 
ored people.  For  a  number  of  nights,  the  mob  seemed  to  be 
masters  of  thq  city. 

In  Philadelphia,  the  riots  were  more  destructive  than  even 
those  in  New-Tork.  For  several  successive  nights  in  last  Au- 
gust, the  entire  command  of  the  city  was,  as  in  New- York,  in 
the  hands  of  an  infuriated  multitude.  In  the  course  of  this 
time,  the  rioters  attacked  and  destroyed  the  houses  and  furniture 
of  many  unoffending  people  of  color,  and  treated  their  victims 
with  brutal  inhumanity.  Forty-four  houses,  and  their  furniture^ 
and  two  churches,  were  either  destroyed  or  damaged  during 
these  riots. 

Various  riots  and  Outrages  of  a  similar  character,  have  been 
committ^  in  other  places,  upon  the  unfortunate  colored  race, 
and  their  supporters.  But  time  would  fail,  should  it  be  attempt- 
ed, to  enumerate  them  all. 

It  is  with  great  regret  that  the  managers  record  that  an  attack 
was  made  on  the  house  of  Miss  Crandall,  in  Canterbury/  by 
some  heartless  ruffians  in  the  night,  in  October  last,  who  so  much 
injured  the  building,  that  it  was  thought  expedient  to  discontinue 
the  school,  rather  than  to  expose  her  pupils  to  renewed  outrages. 

The  frantic  and  barbarous  proceedings  to  which  we  have  ad* 
verted,  though  boldly  reprobated  in  some  newspapers,  have  in 
others  been  met  with  so  feeble  a  tone  of  remonstrance,  as  to 
amount  to  encouragement ;  while  some  have  gone  so  far  as  ex- 
plicitly to  recommend  force  to  punish  such  persons,  as  have 
dared  to  advocate  unpopular  doctrines  too  freely  and  too  loudly. 

The  friends  of  slavery  are  much  deluded,  if  they  suppose 
that  the  opinions  of  its  opponents  can  be  extmguished  by  per- 
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secution.  They  ought  to  know  that  the  love  of  truth  and  jus- 
tice, in  generous  minds,  is  only  kindled  by  opposition.  In  fact, 
as  might  have  been  expected,  the  proscriptive  measures  pursued 
against  abolitionists,  so  far  from  diminishing,  have  muhiplied 
their  numbers,  and  filled  the  whole  body  with  the  invincible 
fortitude  and  resolution  of  martyrs. 

While  in  the  North,  the  opposition  to  anti-slavery  principles 
has  become  thus  virulent,  they  have  been  widely  spreading  both 
here  and  at  the  South  and  West. 

During  the  last  winter,  a  debate  was  carried  on  by  the  students 
of  the  Lane  Seminary  in  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  on  the  following 
questions  : 

*  1.  Ought  the  people  of  the  slaveholding  States  to  abolish 
slavery  immediately  f 

*  2.  Are  the  doctrines,  tendencies,  and  measures  of  the 
American  Colonization  Society,  and  the  influence  of  its  princi- 
pal supporters,  such  as  to  render  it  worthy  of  the  patronage  of 
the  Christian  public  ?* 

After  a  debate  of  nine  evenings,  every  vote  was  in  favor  of 
the  affirmative  of  the  first  question,  four  or  five  of  those  present, 
however,  excusing  themselves  from  voting  at  all. 

At  the  end  of  another  debate  of  the  same  length,  the  second 
question  was  decided  in  the  negative,  with  only  one  dissenting 
Voice.     Four  or  five  persons  declined*  voting  at  all. 

The  result  of  this  debate  is  equally  gratifying  and  surprising, 
when  it  is  recollected,  that  eleven  of  the  students  were  bom  and 
brought^ up  in  slave  states,  every  one  of  whom  adopted  anti-slavery 
principles.  The  readiness  with  which  young  men,  whose  early 
prejudices  were  probably  strongly  enlisted  in  favor  of  the  slave 
system,  have  thus  been  led  to  abandon  them,  afi^ords  unanswer- 
able evidence,  if  any  were  wanting,  that  the  hearts  of  slavehol- 
ders are  accessible  to  the  pleadings  of  justice  and  humanity. 

The  Trustees  of  the  Seminary,  taking  the  alarm  at  the  rapid 

spread  of  truth  among  the  students,  and  yielding  to  the  influence 

of  popular  clamor  in  the  vicinity,  on  Oct.  6,  1834,  adopted  the 

following  resolutions,  rules,  and  orders. 

Resolved,  That  this  Board  approve  and  adopt  the  Report  of  the  Sab- 
committee  of  the  Executive  Committee,  *  relative  to  the  proceedings 
amoog  the  students  on  the  subject  of  slavery,'  and  the  proceedings  of  the 
Executive  Committee  thereon,  of  the  aOth  of  August,  1834.   r^^^^T^ 
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Standiito  Rules.  *  RtUt  1. — Societies  pr  Associations  of  the  stndents 
shall  not  be  organized  in  the  Seminary,  without  the  approbation  of  tiie 
Faculty  :  and  where  such  organization  shall  be  desired,  the  Constitution 
and  tlie  object  and  creneral  regulations  of  such  Society,  shall  be  submitted 
to  the  Faculty  for  their  consideration. 

*RuU  2.  The  students  shall  not  hold  general  meetings  among  them- 
selved,  other  than  those  of  a  religious  or  devotional  character,  or  lur  pur- 
poses associated  with  the  course  of  studies ;  nor  deliver  public  addresses, 
or  lectures,  at  the  Seminary  or  elsewhere,  in  term  lime,  other  than  those 
connected  with  ordinary  religious  exercises;  nor  make  public  addresses 
or  communications  to  the  students  when  assembled  at  their  meals,  or  on 
other  ordinary  occasions:  nor  be  absent  from  the  fc?cminary  in  term  time 
— without  the  approbation  of  the  Faculty,  or  of  such  person  as -they  shall 
designate  for  that  purpose.* 

Orders.  *  Otder  1. — Whereas,  the  Anti-SlaVery  Society  and  the  Col- 
onization Society  lately  organized  in  the  Seminary,  are  considered  by  this 
Board,  in  the  present  state  of  public  excitement  on  the  subject  of  slavery, 
as  tending  to  enlist  the  students  in  controversies  foreign  to  their  studies^ 
and  to  stir  up  among  themselves  and  in  the  community,  unfriendly  feel- 
ings and  useless  hostilities,  tliereby  counteracting  the  great  objects  of  the 
institution  :  therefore,  ordered,  that  the  students  be  required  to  discX}ntinue 
those  Societies  in  the  Seminary. 

*  Order  2, — Ordered  that  the  Executive  Committee  have  power  to  dismiss 
any  student  from  the  Seminary,  when  they  shall  think  it  necessary  so  fo 
do ;  and  to  make  any  rules  and  reguhitions  for  the  ndn^ission  of  students, 
or  for  the  government  and  management  of  the  Seminary,  or  any  of  its 
concerns,  not  inconsistent  with  the  charter  and  the  regulations  of  this 
Board,  which  they  may  deem  expedient.' 

On  these  tyrannical  and  inquisitorial  proceedings,  little  >com« 
ment  is  necessary.  It  is  manifest,  that  the  object  of  these  rules 
and  orders  was,  to  prevent,  as  far  as  possible,  free  discussion 
on  the  subject  of  slavery.  The  fathers  of  an  important  semi- 
nary, established  for  the  express  purpose  of  disseminating  Chris* 
tian  truth,  have  boldly  endeavored  to  stop  all  inquiry  on  some 
of  the  most  serious  questions  of  religion  and  morals.  They 
have  shamelessly  dared  to  say  to  young  men,  who  are  preparing 
for  the  gospel  ministry,  '  It  is  no  part  of  yotir  business  to  ex- 
amine what  course  a  christian  minister  ought  to  adopt  in  respect 
to  slaveholding  ' — the  crying  sin  of  the  age  and  nation. 

How  wonderful  is  the  uniformity  in  the  proceedings  of  tyran- 
ny !  Associations,  public  meetings,  and  public  addresses,  are 
always  special  objects  of  fear  to  arbitrary  governments.  It  has 
been  so  in  Europe.  And  it  is  remarkable,  that  public  meetings 
of  slaves,  and  preaching  to  them,  are  also  denounced  by  law 
and  public  opinion  in  the  slave  States. 

The  Trustees  of  Lane  Seminary,  however,  have  found  that 
they  were  not  dealing  with  slaves;  They  thought,  probably, 
that  they  were  putting  oat  a  dangerous  flame  in  their  insti|utJon, 
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but  they  have  done  it  by  scattering  the  burning  brands  far  and 
wide  over  the  country.  Thus  they  may,  perhaps,  prove  the 
nnwilliug  instruments  in  the  hands  of  Providence,  of  aiding  to 
kindle  a  moral  conflagration  in  our  country,  which  neither  trus* 
tees  of  Seminaries,  nor  even  governors  and  legislatures,  will  be 
able  to  extinguish. 

The  arbitrary  enactments  just  recited,  have  been  so  far  suc- 
cessful, as  to  lead  nearly  all  the  students  to  leave  the  Theolog- 
ical Glass,  and  to  prevent  many  others  from  entering  it.  It  is 
said  that  the  Theological  Class  last  year  consisted  of  forty,  only 
two  of  whom  had  entered  the  fourth  day  after  the  commence- 
ment of  the  term  in  October.  In  the  Literary  department,  the 
diminution  had  been  similar.  Out  of  sixty  of  last  year,  only 
five  had  entered. 

It  is  to  be  hoped,  that  few  young  men  will  be  found  willing 
to  enter  an  institution,  in  which  they  are  debarred  the  liberty 
of  thought  and  speech' on  one  of  the  most  momentous  subjects 
which  can  come  before  them. 

The  young  men  who  have  thus  been  driven  from  their  studies, 
published  during' the  last  month,  a  statement  of  Mhe  reasons 
which  induced  the  students  in  Lane  Seminary,  to  dissolve  their 
connection,  with  that  Institution.'  It  is  signed  by  fifty-one  per- 
sons. Others  who  agreed  in  opinion  with  the  document  were 
at  such  a  distance,  that  their  names  could  not  be  affixed  to  it. 
It  is  written  with  great  ability,  and  unanswerable  force  of  argu* 
ment. 

The  Faculty  have  also  published  theur  statement  respecting 
the  difficulties  in  Lane  Seminary. 

The  students  of  Lane  Seminary  are  far  from  being  alone  in 
their  opposition  to  slavery.  The  youdg  men  in  a  considerable 
number  of  Colleges  and  Theological  Seminaries,  have  engaged 
with  great  ardor  in  the  same  cause.  When  the  influence  which 
these  young  men,  who,  in  the  usual  course  of  things,  will  become 
lights  and  guides  of  the  people,  will  have  upon  society,  is  con- 
sidered, we  may  reasonably  hope  that  the  time  is  not  far  distant, 
when  the  whole  American  people  will  become  sensible  of  their 
duty  to  the  colored  people  of  the  country. 

The  increasing  interest  felt  in  every  part  of  the  United  States 
for  the  oppressed,  is  ako  proved  by  the  proceedings  of  various 
ecclesiastical  bodies.  Digitized  by  Googlc 
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.  The  Synod  of  Kentuckj,  at  a  meetiog  held  at  Danville,  Oct. 
6,  spent  the  greater  part  of  several  dajs  in  discussing  the  subject 
of  slavery.  They  finally  adopted  a  paper,  of  which  the  follow- 
ing is  the  introduction  : — 

■*'  This  synod,  believing;  that  the  system  of  absolute  and  hereditary  do* 
mestic  slavery,  as  it  exists  aroooji;  the  members  of  our  communion,  is  re- 
pugnant to  the  principles  of  our  holy  religion,  as  revealed  in  the  sacred 
scriptures,  and  that  the  continuance  of  the  system,  any  longer  than  if  nec- 
essary to  prepare  for  its  safe  and  beneficial  termination,  is  sinful^  feel  it 
their  doty  earnestly  to  recommend  to  all  presbyteries,  church  sessions,  and 
people  under  their  care,  to  commence  immediate  preparation  for  the  ter* 
mi  nation  of  slavery  among  us ;  so  that  this  evil  may  cease  with  the  pres- 
ent generation ;  and  the  future  offspring  of  our  slaves  may  be  free.* 

The  New-York  Evangelist,  from  which  t^iis  account  is  bor- 
rowed, states  that  the  synod  then  proceeded  to  advise  ^  that 
emancipation  ^e  universally  extended  to  all  slaves  hereafter 
born  ; '  but  without  discouraging  that  of  otbers  '  whose  condi- 
tion would  be  greatly  improved  by  emancipation,*  or  who  *  might 
be  prepared  for  freedom  by  the  use  of  remarkable  efforts.*  Far 
as  these  opinions  of  the  Synod  of  Kentucky  are  from  being 
sound,  they  are  remarkable  as  coming  from  a  slave  state,  and 
exhibit  a  growing  improvement  in  public  sentiment. 

The  Synod  of  Illinois,  at  a  meeting  held  in  Springfield,  in  that 

State,  in  October  last,  after  discussion  unanimously  adopted  the 

following  resolution  : — 

Resolvedy  That  this  Synod  do  most  earnestly  recommend  to  the  church- 
es under  our  care,  the  use  of  all  proper  means  to  effect  the  speedy  eman- 
cipation of  the  slaves  in  these  United  States,  and  especially  in  the  Pres- 
byterian Church.  Sifnod  do  consider  the  existing  system  of  holding  in  tn- 
voluntary  slavery  their  fellow  men,  as  a  crime  of  no  ordinary  characitr^ 
against  which  they  do  hereby  most  earnestly  and  solemnly  testify. 

Various  other  religious  bodies  have  in  a  similar  manner,  dar- 
ing the  year,  published  their  testimony  against  slavery. 

During  the  past  year,  many  strong  indications  have  been  given, 
that  the  desire  to  abolish  slavery  is  becoooing  more  active  and 
extensive  m  the  Western  slave  states.  A  few  of  them  will  be 
mentioned. 

A  society  has  been  formed  in  Kentucky,  it  is  believed  within 
the  year,  called  '  The  Kentucky  Society  for  the  gradual  relief 
.of  tbe  Slate  from  slavery.'  We  regard  this  Society,  though 
based  on  unsound  principles,  as  springing  from  benevolent  feel* 
ings,  iind  as  the  harbinger  of  a  brighter  day.  It  cannot  be,  that 
coosoientious  men,  who  are  earnestly  seeking  to  benefit  their 
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oppressed  fellow  citizeDs,  can  long  continue,  at  the  present  day, 
blind  to  tbe  right  of  the  slave  to  immediate  freedom,  blind  to 
tbe  duty  of  the  master  to  give  him  immediate  emancipation. 

Id  November,  1833,  a  Convention  being  soon  to  be  held  to 
amend  the  Constitution  of  Tennessee,  a  meeting  of  citizens  of 
Athens  and  its  vicinity^  was  held,  at  which  a  resolution  was 
adopted,  among  others,  not  to  support  any  candidate  for  the 
Convention,  who  would  not  give  an  assurance  to  use  his  utmost 
exertions,  if  elected,  ^  to  abolish  the  existing  slave  law  in  such 
a  manner,  as  to  accomplish  the  emancipation  of  the  slaves  of 
this  State,  as  speedily  as  may  be  practicable.'  The  con>mittee 
who  publish  the  resolutions,  say  ^  that  a  considerable  number 
of  highly  respectable  citizens  '  gave  their  names  to  the  resolutions. 

It  is  scarcely  necessary  to  say,  that  the  Constitution  of  Ten- 
nessee was  not  amended  in  the  manner  proposed,  but  on  the 
contrary,  if  we  have  been  rightly  informed,  was  made  more  fa- 
vorable to  slaveholders,  by  prohibiting  the  enfranchisement  of 
any  slave,  without  the  owner's  consent.  The  meeting  ajt  Athens, 
however,  shows  that  just  princii)les  are  spreading  in  Tennessee  ; 
while  the  amendment  of  the  Constitution,  said  to  have  been 
adopted,  proves  that  the  present  majority  in  the  State,  in  favor 
ot  slavery,  fear  that  they  shall  not  long  continue  so,  and  .there- 
fore endeavor  to  guard  against  the  conMug  danger  of  abolition, 
fay  a  Constitutional  provision. 

A  petition  to  the  General  Assembly  of  Missouri  for  the  grad- 
ual abolition  of  slavery,  received  many  signatures  in  Boone 
County. 

Although  tbe  advocates  of  abolition,  in  the  three  States  just 
earned,  are  evidently  far  from  just  views  on  the  subject,  yet 
these  oiovements  are  sufficient  to  demonstrate,  that  a  spirit  is  at 
work  in  them,  which  will  never  rest  till  it  has  purified  and  en- 
lightened the  great  mass  of  society,  and  destroyed  every  vestige^ 
of  the  system  of  private  despotism  within  their  limits. 

It  is  impossible  in  this  report,  to  specify  all  the  indications  of 
a  change  of  opinion  rapidly  approaching  at  the  South.  One, 
however,  cannot  be  passed  over.  James  G.  Birney,  Esq.  of 
Kentucky,  lately  a  distinguished  supporter  of  the  Colonization 
Society,  has  within  a  few  months  burst  the  iron  fetters  of  preju- 
dice,  and  come  forth  an  uncoroprogiising  abolitionist.     Since 
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bis  eonversioo,  he  has  published  two  letters,  one  on  Coloniza- 
tion, addressed  to  the  Rev.  Thornton  J.  MiHs,  Corresponding 
Secretary  of  the  Kentucky  Colonization  Society,  the  other  on 
Slavery,  addressed  to  the  Ministers  and  Elders  of  the  Presby- 
terian Church.  These  letters  are  masterly  performances,  and 
have  been  widely  circulated  throughout  the  country.  Mr.  Bir- 
ney  has  given  the  best  proof  of  the  sincerity  of  his  opinions, 
by  emancipating  all  his  slaves.  It  is  almost  impossible  to  esti- 
mate the  influence  which  A  man,  like  Mr.  Bimey,  will  have  upon 
the  minds  of  his  fellow  citizens  at  the  South. 

In  looking  back  on  the  past  year,  it  is  impossible  to  forget 
that  our  shores  have  been  honored,  by  the  arrival  from  England 
of  two  distinguished  philanthropists,  Charles  Stuart  and  George 
Thompson.  These  gentlemen,  who  have  done  much  to  promote 
the  abolition  of  slavery  by  Great  Britain,  have  come  to  America 
with  the  benevolent  design  of  aiding  in  the  same  work  in  this 
nation.  They  have  already  shown  themselves  powerful  auxil* 
iaries  in  the  great  work  on  which  they  have  entered.  Our  coun- 
try should  be  deeply  grateful  to  these  benevolent  men,  whose 
zeat  in  the  cause  of  the  oppressed  has  led  them  to  forsake  their 
homes  and  their  country. 

The  success  of  these  gentlemen  has,  of  course,  procured  for 
them  abundance  of  abuse  from  the  newspapers,  and  some  vio- 
lent and  contemptible  efforts  have  been  made  in  different  placesi 
to  prevent  them  from  being  heard. 

The  most  serious  charge  brought  against  them  is,  that  they 
are  foreigners  ;  and  it  is  urged,  that  foreigners  ought  not  to  in- 
terfere with  our  institutions.  This  feeble  argument  has  been 
most  fully  answered  by  Mr.  Thompson,  in  a  torrent  of  irresisti- 
ble eloquence  ;  it  need  not,  therefore,  be  discussed  here  at 
length.  Christianity  makes  all  men  our  neighbors  and  our  coun- 
trymen. Men,  wherever  they  may  be,  who  are  suffering  from 
ignorance  or  oppression,  are  entitled  to  our  sympathy  and  assis- 
tance. Our  duty  towards  them  is  only  limited  by  our  means 
of  usefulness.  These  gentlemen,  therefore,  will,  receive  the 
thanks  and  applause  of  every  man,  who  is  filled  with  the  spirit 
of  our  religion. 

On  the  first  of  August  last,  all  the  slaves  in  the  British  Colo- 
nies became  free.     The  gift  of  freedom,  however,  was  by  the 
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insanity  of  ihe  British  Parliament,  connected  with  a  prorision 
which  made  the  emancipated  negroes,  apprentices  or  semi-slaves, 
for  a  term  of  years — that  i^,  required  them  to  work  for  their  for- 
mer owners  during  the  greater  part  of  their  time,  without  wages. 
This  attempt  to  poison  the  life  of  liberty,  by  a  noxious  distilla- 
tion from  slavery,  has,  as  might  have  been  anticipated,  rendered 
the  operation  of  the  measure  very  unsatisfactory  in  the  islands 
where  the  new  system  has  gone  into  operation.  Though  noth- 
ing very  disastrous  has  as  yet  occurred,  the  slaves  are  discon- 
tented and  unwilling  to  work,  feeling  themselves  defrauded,  by 
beuig  made  nominally  free,  while  they  are  debarred  from  the 
free  exercise  of  their  powers  for  their  own  benefit. 

In  Antigua,  the  Bermudas,  the  Virgin  Isles,  St.  Christopher, 
Nevis,  Montserrat,  and  Dominica,  where  the  apprentice  system 
was  not  introduced,  but  the  slaves  were  made  absolutely  free, 
there  is  every  appearance  that  no  difficulty  or  disturbance  will 
follow  from  immediate  abolition.  It  is  to  be  hoped,  that  the 
other  colonies  will,  before  it  is  too  late,  abandon  the  apprentice 
system.  But  if  the  slaves  are  forced  to  submit  to  it,  its  conse- 
quences inevitably  will  be  dissatisfaction  and  exasperation  among 
the  black  population,  perhaps  to  be  succeeded  by  rebellion  and 
bloodshed. 

The  principles  of  the  New-England  Anti-Slavery  Society 
have  been  so  fully  discussed  in  former  reports,  and  other  publi- 
cations on  the  same  topics  have  been  so  generally  circulated, 
that  it  seems  scarcely  necessary  again  to  defend  them.  But  it 
may  not  be  amiss,  to  examine  some  opinions  Which  are  now 
current  in  regard  to  abolitionists,  not  only  among  their  enemies, 
but  even  among  their  friends. 
y^  It  is  frequently  said,  that  abolitionists  ought  not  toibrm  them- 
selves into  a  political  party — that  they  should  rely  solely  on 
moral  influence  for  effecting  their  purposes.  They  are  often 
warned,  even  by  their  well  wishers,  td  keep  themselves  aloof 
from  the  arena  of  political  contention. 

'I  bough  these  cautions  are  well  meant;  they  seem  to  originate 
frorti  an  imperfect  \iew  of  the  rights  and  duties  of  citizens. 
When  many  men  have  a  common  object,  one  of  the  best  means 
of  attaiping  it,  is  to  associate  tliemselves  together.  When  thud 
associated,  there  is,  no  doubt^  danger,  that  the  power  ac^ired 
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by  union,  will  be  abused  for  selfish  purposes.  But  this  is  no 
sufficient  reason  for  abandoning  all  united  efforts  for  obtaining 
any  moral  or  political  object. 

A  large  number  of  persons  think  that  slavery  ought  lo  be 
abolished  in  the  District  of  Columbia  and  the  Territories,  and 
that  no  new  State  ought  to  be  admitted  into  the  Union,  without 
providing  against  the  toleration  of  slavery  within  its  borders^ 
They  also  think  that  the  slave-trade  between  the  States,  ought 
to  be  abolished  by  Congress. 

Holding  these  opinions  of  the  duties  of  the  National  Govern-' 
ment,  it  becomes  not  only  their  right,  but  their  duty,  to  endeav-^ 
or  in  every  mode  sanctioned  by  law  and  religion,  to  procure  the 
action  of  Congress  on  these  subjects.  How  is  this  to  be  done  f 
It  is  answered,  by  diffusing  information  among  the  people,  and 
petitioning  Congress.  These  are,  no  doubt,  efficacious  meas' 
ures.  But  another,  equally  important,  is  to  endeavor  to  send  to 
Congress,  men  who  think  rightly  on  these  subjects,  and  to  op*' 
pose  others.  If  abolitionists,  by  exerting  themselves  to  obtain 
a  sound  representation  in  Congress,  should  be  subjected  to  the 
charge  of  being  a  political  party,  they  ought  not  to  be  deterred 
from  their  duty,  by  an  odious  name,  ft  seems  an  ill-judged 
course  for  moral  and  religious  men  to  shrink  from  exercising 
their  privileges  as  citizens  at  elections,  because  others  make  a 
bad  use  of  these  privileges  ;  or  to  hesitate  to  unite  for  effecting 
a  moral  aud  religious  purpose,  merely  because  it  is  at  the  same 
time  a  political  one^j  - 

But,  while  in' votinglfor  candidates  to  offices,  in  which  the  per" 
sons  elected  are  likely  to  be  called  on  to  act  on  important  ques-' 
tions  in  regard  to  slavery,  it  is  earnestly  recommended  to  aboIi*' 
tioqists,  t(^support  those  only  in  whose  principles  they  can  con' 
fide  ;  the  Managers  would  caution  their  friends  against  making 
anti-slavery  opinions,  the  test  of  qualification  for  6ther  offices^ 
where  similar  questions  cannot  arise.  Thue,  though  no  repre* 
sentative  to  Congress  should  be  supported,  who  is  not  in  favor 
of  abolishing  slavery  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  it  Would  be 
most  unjust  and  absurd  to  refuse  to  support  a  person  for  a  muni" 
cipal  office,  imless  he  held  the  same  opinions. 

The  course  recommended,  is  the  same  which  was  pursued 
•uccesifttlly  by  abolitionists  in  Qrett  Britain.     Tbej  never  be« 
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came  a  political  partjr,  but  merely  by  giving  tbeir  support  to  such 
candidates  for  parliament  only,  as  were  in  favor  of  abolishing 
slavery,  they  finally  succeeded  in  accomplishing  their  object* 
The  abolition  of  slavery  in  the  District  of  Golumbiii  and  the 
Territories,  can  be  effected  by  a  similar  course,  if  the  end  be 
pursued  with  steadiness,  and  undoubting  confidence  that  it  will 
be  eventually  gained. 

Abolitionists  are  often  charged  with  using  language  unjustifia- 
bly harsh,  when  they  speak  of  holding  slaves  as  being  a  sin  or 
crime.  But  it  should  be  recollected  that  in  so  doing,  we  are 
not  measuring  the  comparative  guilt  of  individual  slave  owners, 
but  merely  declaring  our  opinion  of  the  abstract  moral  quality 
of  their  acts.  Circumstances  of  education  and  prevailing  cus- 
tom, may  make  slaveholding  a  smaller  offence  in  one  man,  than 
in  another  who  sees  his  duty  more  clearly.  But  the  act  of  hold- 
ing a  human  being  as  property,  is  as  clearly  a  violation  of  his 
rights,  as  to  rob  or  murder  him.  OUr  object  in  using  such  lan- 
guage, is  to  awaken  the  guilty  to  a  sense  of  their  transgressions. 
Those  who  commit  the  most  aggravated  injustice  and  fraud,  in 
withholding  from  other  men  the  liberty  which  is  their  most  pre- 
cious birthright,  in  compelling  them  to  labor,  yet  giving  them 
no  wages,  in  buying  and  selling  their  brethren, — men  stamped 
like  themselves  with  the  image  of  their  Creator, — ought  not  to 
be  permitted  to  dream  that  ^ley  are  free  from  guilt,  merely  be- 
cause tbey  treat  the  sul]^ects  of  their  oppression  with  compara- 
tive kindness, — because  they  are  not  engaged  in  the  internal 
slave  trade,  because  they  have  not  separated  husband  from  wife, 
and  the  infant  from  its  mother  in  their  sales,  because  they  have 
never  bunted  a  runaway  slave  with  bloodhounds,  or  whipped  a 
negro  to  death. 

We  are  bound  as  fellow-men  and  fellow  Christians,  to  present 
the  standard  of  duty  to  southern  planters  in  so  clear  a  light  that 
they  cannot  fail  to  see  it.  We  should  avoid  all  language  intend- 
ed merely  to  give  offence  and  provoke  irritation.  But  while  we 
regard  the  holding  of  property  in  man  an  enormous  crime,-*to 
be  ranked  with  highway  robbery  and  piracy, — we  should  be  false 
to  our  duty,  if  we  allowed  slaveholders  to  suppose  that  we 
thought  otherwise. 
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Robbery  and  piracy,  we  know,  have  amosg  some  Datioof, 
under  certain  circumstances)  not  been  regarded  as  criminal. 
The  guilt  of  ignorant  perpetrators  of  these  offences,  was  less 
tban  it  wotild  have  been,  bad  they  been  more  enlightened.  •  But 
undoubtedly  the  best  mode  of  effecting  a  reform  in  those  nations, 
would  have  been  to  declare  the  aggravated  character  qf  these 
crimes,  in  earnest  and  pointed  language. 

Why  is  it  that  robbery  and  pirscy  are  so  rare  among  civilized 
nations  ?  It  is  because  the  common  opinion  of  society  regards 
them  as  criminal.  The  greater  part  of  men  are  not  deterred 
from  theft  and  robbery,  by  supposing  it  is  for  their  interest  to 
refrain  from. these  crimes,  or  even  by  the  fear  of  the  laws,  but 
chiefly  by  the  feeling  that  they  are  wrong,  operating  in  greater 
or  less  degrees  on  different  minds,  and  supported  and  confirmed 
in  the  majority,  by  a  knowledge  of  the  general  opinion  of  the 
community  on  the  subject. 

The  same  state  of  public  sentiment  can  be  created  in  regard 
to  slavery.  Thousands  and  tens  of  thousands  of  conscientious 
persons,  are  already  beginning  to  look  upon  slavehoMing  in  its 
true  light,  as  an  atrocious  crime.  This  opinion  wiH  inevitably 
continue  to  spread  and  gain  ground,  till  it  has  embraced  the 
great  mass  of  the  nation.  The  time,  indeed,  is  not  far  distant,-^ 
it  is  present  even  now, — when  a  person's  owning  a  slave  wiH  be 
considered  by.  vast  numbers,  as  a  ^serious  impeachment  of  bis 
moral  and  religious  character.  The  number  of  persons  who 
emancipate  their  slaves  from  conscientious  motives,  will  every 
year  increase  ;  but  long  before  slavery  is  put  an  end  to  by  the 
gradual  work  of  individual  emancipation,  it  will  have  been  abol- 
ished by  the  State  legislatures.  After  this  is  accomplished,  fu- 
ture generations  of  Americans  will  look  back  upon  the  present 
condition  of  our  Southern  States,  with  the  same  mingled  emo- 
tions of  pity  and  abhorrence,  with  which  we  are  accustomed  to 
regard  the  piracies  of  Barbary  and  the  robberies  of  Arabia. 

In  addressing  our  white  Southern  brethren,  we  ought  never  for 
a  moment  to  forget,  that  men  are  moral  beings,  that  conscience,  in 
by  far  the  greater  part  of  our  race,  is  a  powerful  principle  of  action, 
to  which  avarice,  the  great  support  of  the  system  of  slavery,  can 
be  made  to  yield.  It  is  the  predominance  of  the  moral  princi- 
ple which  is  the  strong  foundation  of  human  society.     A  corn- 
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munity  could  not  exist  for  an  insttnt,  where  every  member  of 
it  was  urged  on  by  a  blind  love  of  gain,  uucootrolled  by  any 
superior  principle.  The  Ood  who  made  us  intended  that  con* 
science  should  rule  in  man.  He  has  not  failed  in  his  work. 
Every  man  has  a  conscience,  however  much  he  may  have  neg- 
lected its  promptings.  An  appeal  to  this  principle,  in  a  large 
body  of  men^  always  makes  an  impression.  And  i\e  know,  in 
poiut  of  fact,  that  the  pleadings  of  abolitionists  have  already 
produced  their  appropriate  effects  at  the  South,  m  leading  mas- 
ters to  emancipate  their  slaves. 

Let  us  go  on  then  in  the  glorious  enterprise  which  we  have 
undertaken.  Let  us  not  doubt  for  one  moment,  that  truth,  and 
justice,  and  humanity,  must  triumph  in  the  conflict  with  selfish- 
ness, avarice,  and  cruelty.  Though  slavery  has  enlisted  all  the 
baser  passions  of  our  nature,  let  us  never  believe  that  they  can 
overcome  its  higher  principles,  which  we  have  summoned  to  our 
service.  However  discouraging  our  prospects  may  at  any  mo* 
raent  appear,  let  us  never  doubt  that  there  is  a  superintending 
Deity  who  watches  over  our  efforts.  The  past  success  of 
Christianity  in  enlightening  and  hun^anizing  mankind,— in  putting 
an  end  to  slavery  in  Western  Europe^ — in  abolishing  the  slave- 
trade  in  the  greater  part  of  Christendom,  and  slavery  itself 
throughout  the  colonies  of  the  British  empire,  and  a  large  part 
of  the  Christian  world — the  rapid  progress  of  anti-slavery  prin- 
ciples in  America,  unparalleled  ip  the  history  of  monil  reforms 
— should  animate  and  encourage  us  to  new  and  greater  exertions. 
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CONSTITUTION 

or   THK 

MASSACHUSETTS   ANTI^SLATERT   SOCIETf^ 

I 

PREAMBLE. 

Whereiw,  we  believe  that  Slavery  is  coiiirary  lo  the  preeeptt  of  Christianity,  dan|^r' 
<HM  lo  the  liberties  of  ibe  couuiry,  niid  oif^hi  iminediaiely  to  he  abolished  ]  and  wheiC' 
m*f  we  believe  that  the  ciiizeus  of  New-Kng^iaiid  iint  only  have  the  right  to  prniest 
aj^aiiist  it,  hot  are  under  the  highest  obli^aiioii  to  seek  hs  removal  by  a  mural  liiflueiire> 
aud  whereas,  we  believe  thai  the  free  peopftc  of  color  are  unrighteously  oppressed,  and 
stand  in  need  of  our  svmpaibv  and  beuevi>)ent  eo-operatton  ;  therefore,  recognizing  the 
inspired  declaration  that  Gop  *  haib  made  of  one  blood  all  nations  of  aien  for  to  dwell 
en  all  the  fate  of  the  e  irth,'  and  in  obedience  lo  our  Saviour's  golden  rule,  *  all  ihings 
whatsoever  ye  would  that  men  snould  do  to  you,  do  ye  even  so  lo  them  ;'  we  agree  ley 
form  ourselves  into  a  Society,  and  to  be  governed  by  the  following 

CONSTITUTION. 

ARTtCLl  1.  This  Society  shall  be  called  ihe  Massachnselta  Anti-Slavery  Soeielj, 
and  shall  be  auxiliary  to  ibe  American  Anti-Slavery  Society. 

Art.  S.  The  objects  of  the  Society  shell  be.  to  endeavor  by  all  means  sanetioned 
by  law,  IfOmanity,  and  religion,  to  effect  ib«^  al>oliiion  of  slavery  in  the  United  Slates ; 
to  improve  the  character  and  condition  of  the  free  people  of  color,  to  inform  and  cor- 
rect public  opinion  in  relafion  to  their  siii/ation  and  rights,  and  obtain  for  tbem  equal 
eivil  and  political  rights  and  privileges  with  the  whites.  * 

Art.  5.  Any  person  by  signing  the  ConsiiKnIon,  and  paying  to  the  Treasurer  fif- 
teen dollars  as  a  life  subscription,  or  one  ilollar  annually,  shall  1^  considered  a  member 
of  the  Society,  and  euiitied  to  a  copy  of  all  its  official  publications. 

Art.  4.  The  officers  of  ihe  Society  shall  be  a  President,  Vice  Presidents,  a  Corres- 
poading  Secretary,  a  Recording  Secretary,  a  Tieasurer,  an  Auditor,  and  ten  Counsel- 
lors, who  shall  be  elected  annually,  by  ballot,  on  the  fourth  Wednesday  of  January,  or 
subsequently  by  adjournment,  aud  shall  bold  their  respective  offices  until  others  Are 
chosen. 

Art.  5.  The  foregoing  officers  shalf  constitute  a  Board  of  Managers,  to  whom  shall 
be  entrusted  the  disposition  of  the  funds,  and  the  management  of  the  concerns  of  the 
Society.  They  shall  have  power  to  make  their  own  by-laws,  to  fill  any  vacancy  which 
may  occur  in  their  Board,  and  to  employ  agents  to  promote  the  objects  of  the  Society. 

Art.  6.  There  shall  be  a  public  meeting  of  the  Society  annually,  on  the  fourth 
Wednesday  of  January,  at  which  the  Board  of  Managers  shall  make  a  Report  of  their 
doings  for  the  past  year,  and  of  the  income,  expenditures,  and  funds  of  the  Society. 

Art.  7.  The  President  shall  preside  at  all  meetings  of  the  Society  and  oJT  the  K<iard 
of  Managers,  or  in  his  absence  one  of  llie  Vice  Presidents,  or  in  their  absence  a  Presi- 
dent pro  tem. 

Art.  8.  The  Corresponding  Secretary  shall  receive  and  keep  all  communication! 
or  publications  directed  to  the  Society,  and  transmit  those  issued  by  them,  and  shall 
correspond  with  the  agents,  or  any  other  bodies  or  individuals,  accordiag  to  the  direc- 
tions of  the  Society  or  the  Managers. 

Art.  9.  The  Recording  Secretray  shall  notify  all  meetings  of  the  Society  and  of 
the  Board  of  Managers,  and  keep  the  records  of  the  same. 

Art.  10.  The  Treasurer  shall  collect  the  subscriptions  and  donations  to  Ibe  Socie- 
ty, hold  all  its  funds,  and  make  payments  according  to  the  directions  of  the  Managers  > 
lie  shall  keep  a  t^ue  account  of  the  same,  and  render  a  statement  to  accompany  the 
AAuual  Report  of  the  Society. 

Art.  11.  Any  Anti-Slavery  Society,  or  any  association  founded  on  kindred  prin- 
ciples, may  become  auxiliary  to  this  Society,  by  contributing  to  its  funds,  and  mny  conw 
municate  with  as  by  letter  or  delegation. 

Art.  12.  The  Society  shall  hold  meetings  on  the  last  Monday  of  March,  June, and 
September,  for  ihe  transaction  of  any  business  which  may  be  presented  by  the  Board 
of  IVlaiM^ers.  or  for  addresses,  or  for  discussion  of  any  subject  connWied  with  ihe  ob- 
iecis  of  the  Sorielv.  Special  meetings  may  be  called  by  the  Board  of  Managers,  or 
by  the  Recording  Secretary  on  application  from  ten  memberf  of  the  Society. 

Art.  13.  This  Constitution  may  be  altered  at  the  Annual  Meeting  for  the  eboice 
of  officers,  provided  the  amendments  proposed  to  be  made,  have  been  submitted  to  (be 
Board  of  Managers  in  writing,  previously. 
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REPORT. 


During  the  past  year,  the  operations  of  this  Society  have  been 
conducted  upon  a  much  more  extended  scale  than  before.  This 
will  account  satisfactorily,  we  trust,  not  only  for  the  larger  expen- 
diture, which  will  be  reported  by  your  Treasurer,  but  also  for  the 
debt  unavoidably  incurred,  for  the  payment  of  which  we  must  ap- 
peal to  your  further  generosity. 

According  to  the  statement  of  the  Office  Agent,  our  sales  have 
exceeded  two  thousand  dollars ;  besides  which  there  has  been  a 
considerable  amount  of  gratuitous  distributions.  No  one  measure 
has  been  more  promotive  of  our  objects,  than  the  establishment  of 
this  Office.  It  has  become  the  centre  of  intercourse,  and  the  me- 
dium of  communication  for  those,  who  are  co-operating  with  us. 
Indeed,  it  is  the  local  habitation  of  the  Society.  We  trust  its 
value  and  importance  are  so  justly  appreciated,  that  we  need  not 
plead  for  its  continuance. 

Soon  after  the  last  anniversary,  provision  was  made  for  the  sup^ 
port  of  a  gentleman,  who  would  devote  himself  wholly  to  the 
Society,  as  its  General  Agent  and  Corresponding  Secretary — the 
business  of  the  Society  having  become  sufficiently  Inborious  to 
require  the  devotion  of  an  individual's  whole  time  to  the  duties  of 
this  department.  The  present  incumbent  commenced  his  services 
on  the  1st  of  April.  About  the  same  time,  the  Rev.  C.  P. 
Gjrosvenor  of  Salem,  was  appointed  assistant  Agent  for  six  months. 
At  the  expiration  of  that  term,  it  was  thought  advisable  to  secure 
bis  valuable  assistance  until  the  end  of  the  year.  Both  of  these 
gentlemen  have  labored,  as  ibey  have  had  opportunity  and  were 
able,  in  various  parts  of  this  and  several  adjoining  States,  with 
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good  success  almost  everywhere,  for  they  have  seldom  failed  to 
gather  large  and  attentive  audiences,  wherever  they  have  proposed 
to  lecture. 

Our  cause  has  also  been  very  much  advanced  in  Massachusetts 
by  the  efforts  of  Rev.  Amos  A.  Phelps,  Agent  of  the  American 
Anti-Slavery  Society,  and  of  Mr.  George  Thompson,  respecting 
whom  we  shall  have  much  more  to  say  in  another  part  of  our  Re- 
port. Besides  the  gentlemen  already  named,  we  are  indebted  to 
Mr.  C.  C.  Burleigh,  Rev.  Orange  Scott,  Rev.  Shipley  W.  Wilson, 
and  Rev.  P.  R.  Russell,  for  occasional  but  very  valuable  services. 
By  these  living  voices,  the  claims  of  our  enslaved  countrymen 
have  been  urged  upon  many  thousands  of  the  citizens  of  Massa- 
chusetts, while  other  faithful  friends  of  the  suffering  and  dumb, 
have  been  as  diligent  and  useful  in  their  behalf  with  their  eloquent 
pens. 

The  Liberator,  which,  though  not  indeed  the  ofBcial  organ  of 
any  Society,  must  be  acknowledged  the  most  efficient  instrument 
of  the  Abolitionists,  has  greatly  enlarged  the  range  of  its  circula- 
tion and  influence ;  and  has  continued  to  speak  in  its  accustomed 
tone  of  strength  and  courage.  In  one  particular  it  !s  distinguished 
from  all,  and  above  all  papers  of  this  or  any  other  asje.  Its  col- 
umns are  wide  open  to  its  worst  opposers.  The  Editor  even  takes 
pains  to  lay  before  its  readers  whatever  objections  are  urged 
against  his  principles,  and  whatever  arguments  are  adduced  in 
their  support.  "  Judge  between  me  and  mine  ad  versa  ries,**  is  the 
invitation  given  in  every  number  of  the  paper.  There  is  a  fairness 
and  fearlessness  in  this  course,  that  deserves  high  commendation. 
It  shows  in  the  Editor  a  consciousness  of  power  in  himself,  and  in 
the  principles  he  propounds  and  advocates. 

We  often  hear  the  complaint,  that  the  columns  of  the  Liberator 
are  sullied  by  needless  and  provoking  personalities,  still  our  at- 
tachment to  the  paper  was  never  stronger  than  it  is  now,  nor  our 
confidence  higher  in  the  singleness,  purity  and  pbwer  of  its  un- 
compromising Editor.  Our  daily  growing  acquaintance  with  Mr. 
Garrison  reveals  to  us  new  proofs,  that  he  regards  no  man  with 
the  feelings  of  a  personal  enemy.  But  he  has  so  identtBed  him- 
self with  ifie  cause  he  has  espoused,  that  he  may  often  seem  to 
others  to  be  influenced  by  personal  feeling,  in  what  bo  writes 
against  its  opposers.     He  '^  remembers  them  that  are  in  bonds, 
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as  bound  with  tbem."  He  feels  for  them  as  bis  brethren.  Their 
chains  have  entered  into  bis  soul ;  and,  we  believe,  he  speaks  for 
tbem,  and  as  they  would,  if  they  had  the  power,  and  were  permit* 
ted  to  give  utterance  to  their  thoughts.  It  is  because  he  has  thus 
put  himself  in  their  stead,  and  is  willing  to  be  crushed  with  them, 
if  be  cannot  break  their  yoke,  that  we  respect  and  love  him* 
Many  there  are  in  this  community,  who  are  sensitive  enough,  when 
anything  is  said  that  may  aSect  the  reputation  or  feelings  of  one, 
who  may  be  inhaling  with  every  breath  the  air  of  liberty^  and 
basking  in  the  sunlight  of  popular  favor,  whose  rights  are  secured, 
and  who  is  able  to  defend  hiniself.  Mr.  Garrison  is  as  senshive, 
when  he  hears  anything  said  prejudicial  to  the  cause  of  the  poor, 
despised,  down-trodden  one,  who  has  none  to  help  him.  He  is 
very  jealous  for  the  slave.  For  this  we  respect,  we  love  him. 
This  is  the  source  of  his  severity,  and  in  this  too  is  the  secret  of 
his  power.  He  is  one  of  tliose  to  whom  contemporaries  Qever  do 
justice.  Posterity  will  highly  appreciate  hipn.  The  general 
strain  of  his  writings  must  exalt  him  among  the  friends  of  civil  and 
religious  liberty.  Thai  liberty  is  in  peril,  sore  peril  in  our  land. 
The  greatest  evils  are  struggling  for  perpetuity  here,  and  can  only 
be  broken  down  by  great  power.  "  Interests  of  infinite  moment 
are  at  stake,  and  he  is  to  be  admired  for  binding  himself  to  them, 
with  the  whole  energy  of  his  mind,  and  for  defending  them  with 
fervor  and  vehemence.  We  must  not  mistake  Christian  be- 
nevolence, as  if  it  had  but  one  voice,  that  of  soft  entreaty.  It 
can  speak  in  piercing  and  awful  tones.  There  is  constantly  §oing 
on  in  our  world  a  conflict  between  good  and  evil.  The  cause  of 
human  nature  has  always  to  wrestle  with  foes."  Never  has  it  en- 
countered more  determined  enemies  than  in  this  country,  at  this 
time.  The  greatest  victory  in  the  cause  of  human  nature  is  yet 
to  be  achieved  in  this  Republic.  It  may  have  to  be  won  by  the 
severest  struggle.  But  won  it  must,  it  will  be.  The  spirit  of  the 
age  and  the  spirit  of  the  Almighty  assure  our  spirits  that  it  shall  be 
won.  "  Men  gifted  with  great  power  of  thought  and  language, 
and  loftiness  of  semimeni,"  like  Mr.  Garrison,  •*  are  especially 
summoned  to  the  conflict.  They  hear,  as  it  were,  in  their  own 
magnanimity,  and  generous  aspirations,  the  voice  of  a  divinity  ; 
and  thus  commissioned,  and  burning  with  a  passionate  devotion  to 
truth  and  freedom^  they  must  and  will  speak  w  ith  an  indignant  en- 
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ergy,  and  tbey  ought  not  to  be  measured  by  the  standard  of  ordi-* 
nary  minds,  in  ordinary  times.  Men  of  natural  softness  and  timid- 
ity, of  a  sincere  but  efieminale  virtue,  will  be  apt  to  took  on  these 
bolder,  hardier  spirits,  as  violent,  perturbed,  and  uncharitable  ;  and 
the  charge  will  not  be  wholly  groundless.  But  that  deep  feeling 
of  evils,  which  is  necessary  to  effectual  conflict  with  them^  and 
which  marks  Go(Cs  most  powerful  messengers  to  mankind^  cannot 
breathe  itself  in  soft  and  tender  accents.  The  deeply  moved  soul 
will  speak  strongly,  and  ought  to  speak  so  as  to  move  and  shake 
nations." 

Those  who  have  read  Dr.  Channing's  brilliant  and  much  ad- 
mired review  of  Milton's  character  and  writings,  will  perceive  that 
we  have  appropriated  to  our  purpose,  in  the  foregoing  paragraph, 
what  he  has  offered  In  palliation,  if  not  apology,  for  "  the 
party  spirit,  coarse  invective,  and  controversial  asperity,"  of  that 
great  champion  of  freedom,  of  whom  he  elsewhere  says,  "  Milton 
we  should  rank  among  seraphs."  Surely  the  faults  of  a  seraph 
may  be  forgiven  in  a  man. 

Twenty  societies,  or  more,  have  been  formed  auxiliary  to  this 
since  our  last  Anniversary.  Five  of  them  are  of  females.  Our 
opposers  affect  to  sneer  at  their  co-operation.  But  we  welcome, 
we  are  grateful  for  it.  The  influence  of  women  never  was,  never 
will  be  insignificant.  It  is  dreaded  by  those,  who  would  be 
thought  to  contemn  it.  Men  have  always  been  eager  to  secura 
their  co-operation.  In  those  emergencies,  that  have  tried  men's 
souls,  women  have  always  borne  their  part  well.  Honorable 
mention  is  made  of  many,  who  toiled  and  suffered  with  the  Sa- 
vior and  the  Apostles,  for  the  redemption  of  the  world.  Not  a 
few  there  were,  in  the  perilous  times  of  the  Reformation,  who 
stood  side  by  side  with  ihose,  who  dared  to  defy  a  power,  that 
bad  well  nigh  subjugated  the  whole  of  Christendom.  The  hands 
of  our  Pilgrim  Fathers,  loo,  were  strengthened,  and  their  hearts 
encouraged,  by  the  presence  and  the  fortitude  of  their  women. 
Our  American  revolution  was  not  achieved  by  men  alone.  Their 
wives  and  daughters  partook  of  their  hardships,  and  animated 
them  to  persist  in  the  enterprise.  In  England,  women  were 
among  the  earliest,  the  latest,  the  most  untiring,  uncompromi* 
sing  promoters  of  the  Abolition  of  the  Slave  Trade;  and 
were  even  more  conspicuous  in  those  recent  efforts  of  philan- 
thropy,  which   have   effected  the  emancipation   of    eight   Aun- 
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dred  thousand  in  the  British  West  India  Islands.  We  bail  it 
therefore,  as  most  auspicious  of  our  success,  that  so  many  faithful 
and  zealous  women  have  espoused  the  Anti-Slavery  cause  in 
this  Republic.  Events  of  the  past  year  have  proved  that  those, 
who  have  associated  themselves  with  us,  will  be  helpmates 
indeed ;  for  they  are  animated  by  a  spirit  that  can  brave  danger, 
endure  hardship,  and  face  a  frowning  world. 

Would  that  there  were  time  for  us  to  speak,  as  our  feelings 
dictate,  and  truth  would  justify,  of  our  numerous  fellow  laborers 
in  various  parts  of  the  country ;  Birney  and  Weld  and  Wattles 
and  Thome  in  Ohio  —  and  Tappan  and  $tuart  and  Wright  and 
Greene  and  Jay  and  Smith  in  New  York  —  and  Gould  in  Penn- 
sylvania—  and  Phelps  and  Goodell  and  Potter  and  Stanton  now 
in  Rhode  Island,  and  Storrs  in  New  Hampshire,  and  Murray  in 
Vermont,—-  and  Thurston  and  Rand  in  Maine  —  and  many  very 
many  more,  who  deserve  to  be  had  in  everlasting  remembrance 
for  their  steadfastness  and  zeal  in  this  most  unpopular,  but  most 
righteous  cause.  It  will  be  necessary  for  us,  however,  to  confine 
ourselves  to  the  statistics  of  the  cause  in  Massachusetts  alone,  and 
to  indulge  only  in  general  observations  upon  the  leading  events  of 
the  year,  that  has  just  gone  with  its  momentous  account. 

But  we  may  not  thus  excuse  ourselves  from  making  special 
mention  of  the  services  of  one,  now  we  trust  breathing  again  the 
air  of  his  native  land,  whence  h^  came  to  this  country,  at  the 
invitation  of  this  society,  to  raise  his  voice  of  strength,  and  exert 
his  various,  and  surpassing  talents,  for  the  relief  of  suffering  men. 
Mr.  Thompson  has  been  the  chief  speaker  among  many  who 
have  spoken  well,  and  has  labored  more  abundantly  than  any  of 
those,  who  have  abounded  most  in  this  work  of  the  Lord.  He  has 
labored  with  us  and  for  us  in  a  manner  and  a  measure,  that  have 
given  an  impulse  to  the  Anti- Slavery  cause,  which  will  be  felt  to 
the  last.  It  flows  and  will  keep  flowing  on.  He  poured  himself 
out  like  water ;  and  the  wonder  of  all  who  heard  him  was,  that 
his  stream  of  facts,  and  arguments,  and  iilust^^ations  and  appeals, 
seemed  to  be  never  diminished,  but  still  gushed  forth  as  from  a 
fountain,  ever  full  and  overflowing.  He  performed,  while  here, 
an  amount  of  service,  as  we  have  elsewhere  said,  the  narrative  of 
which  would  be  regarded  by  many  as  an  incredible  tille.  The 
remembrance  of  his  energy,  zeal,  and  alacrity  in  the  work  he  was 
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sent  to  do,  will  never  be  effaced  ;  and  we  hope  it  will  incite  us  to 
constantly  increasing  diligence.  He  came  to  us  as  highly  commen- 
ded as  he  could  be,  by  the  Christian  philanthropists  of  England. 
And  he  returns  to  them  with  our  united  testiipony,  that  he  has  amply 
redeemed  the  pledges  they  gave  us.  He  has  shown  himself  to  be 
thoroughly  furnished  for  his  office.  And  he  has  in  no  case  com- 
promised the  Christian  character  of  his  mission.^  We  cannot 
6nd  words  to  express  our  shame  for  the  ineffable  meanness 
of  our  opposers,  who,  unable  to  answer  bis  arguments  or  to 
withstand  his  appeals,  were  eager  to  drive  the  highly  gifted  phi- 
lanthropist from  the  country,  by  insult,  calumny  and  violent  as- 
saults upon  his  person.  They  have  effected  their  purpose.  But 
we  weep  rather  for  ihem,  than  for  him. 

The  past  year  has  been  prolific  of  events,  that  have  gone  to 
establbh  the  charges,  which  the  Abolitionists  hare  alleged  against 
our  country ;  have  satisfied  us,  that  we  have  "  laid  the  axe  to  ibe 
root  of  the  tree"  of  evil,  which  has  so  long  been  diffusing  its 
poison  throughout  our  borders ;  events  that  have  revealed  the  im- 
portance already  attained  by  the  Anti-Slavery  enterprise,  in  the 
regard  of  the  whole  nation ;  and  such  as  we  think,  sliould  encour- 
age us  to  persevere  in  our  work,  still  putting  our  trust,  and  hope 
of  success,  wholly  in  the  truth  and  the  grace  of  Almighty  Grod. 
We  shall  comment  upon  as  many  of  them,  as  a  dtie  regard  to  the 
other  exercises  of  this  occasion  will  permits—  being  guided  in  our 
course  more  by  the  order  of  time,  than  of  the  relative  importance 
of  the  events,  we  shall  notice. 

In  this  order,  the  formation  of  "  the  American  Union  for  the 
relief  and  improvement  of  the  colored  race,"  comes  first.  What 
gave  birth  to  it?  What  but  the  conviction  that  the  claims  of  that 
down-trodden  people  were  to  be  no  longer  set  at  naught,  or  disre- 
garded ?  A  number  of  highly  respectable  gentlemen,  prominent 
m  the  administration  of  ecclesiastical  matters,  perceived  that  Sla- 
very had  come  to  be  a  subject  of  so  much  concernment,  both  in  and 
out  of  the  church,  that  it  would  not  do  to  overlook  it  any  longer^ 
The  despised  Abolitionists  bad  made  a  deep  impression  upon  the 
public  mind.    They  had  exposed  the  delusion  of  Colonization^  to 

*  If  any  art  in  doubt  on  thtwe  pointi,  we  refer  tbem  to  our  statement  respect- 
ingr  liini  pobliabed  in  the  Liberator  of  Dec.  5,  the  Boston  Courier  of  Dec.  17, 
tail  the  DaUjr  Advoeate  of  Dec.  31,1835. 
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which  *^  the  wise  and  prudeot"  had  given  their  countenance  and 
aid ;  and  thousands  who  had  promoted  that  project  with  the  un- 
feigned desire  thereby  to  aSbrd  relief  to  our  oppressed  country- 
men, heing  now  undeceived,  were  turning  their  energies  and  their 
prayers,  to  the  advancement  of  our  simple  and  most  righteous  en* 
deavor  to  break  at  once  the  yoke  of  bondage.  After  an  announce- 
ment of  several  weeks,  a  Convention  called  by  a  number  of  these 
respectable  men,  who,  we  were  toldj  *' acted  as  a  commit- 
tee of  a  much  larger  body  of  gentlemen,*  who  had  b^en  for  some 
time  considering  the  subject,"  assembled  in  Boston,  January  14th, 
1835.  But  what  to  do  they  seemed  not  to  know.  They  were 
afraid  to  admit  into  their  counsels  men  who  were  not  of  their  sort. 
They  dared  not  to  allow  a  free  discussion  of  principles.  They 
thought  it  inexpedient  to  denounce  Slave-holding  as  a  sin,  which 
ought  to  be  immediately  abandoned.  And  so,  after  a  day's  de- 
liberation, they  formed  an  elective  association  for  the  purpose  of 
"  convincing  American  citizens,"  of  what  we  are  continually  told 
by  our  opposers,  they  are  already  convinced,  "  that  the  system  of 
Slavery  in  this  country  is  wrong,  and  ought  to  be  universally 
abandoned." 

It  was  obvious  at  a  glance,  that  the  institution  could  have  no 
moral  energy,  for  it  was  based  upon  no  definite,  high  and  life- 
giving  principle.  The  formers  of  it  seemed  to  be  actuated  more 
by  a  regard  to  the  assumed  right  of  the  slave-holder,  than  to  the 
birth-right  of  man  —  and  to  crave  permission  to  advocate  the 
cause  of  injured  and  insulted  humanity,  rather  than  to  insist  upon 
it  as  a  duty  so  to  do,  from  which  they  could  not  be  excused  by 
their  consciences,  or  God.  The  Union  seems  not  yet  to  have 
done  anything.  It  may  never  do  anything.  But  this  attempt  to 
form  a  new  national  organization  for  the  benefit  of  the  colored 
population,  made  by  such  men,  and  at  such  a  time,  is  regarded  as 
a  most  expressive  acknowledgment  that  something  must  be  done. 
It  therefore  helfis  to  arrest  and  fasten  public  attention  upon  this 
loo  long  neglected  claim  of  a  common  humanity  ;  and  will  help, 
we  trust,  to  bring  many  minds  to  discern  the  simple  truth  for 
which  we  contend,  and  induce  them  to  contend  with  us  for  the 
truth,  that  the  first  thing  to  be  done  for  the  improvement  of  these 
subjects  of  our  commiseration,  is  to  procure  from  individuals  and 
*  Se«  Um  Recorder. 
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communities  the  recognition  of  their  right  to  improvement »- yes 
to  as  high  an  imprqivement  of  their  physital,  mental  and  moral 
condition,  as  they  may  be  able  to  attain  by  the  unembarrassed 
exercise  of  the  faculties  God  has  given  them.  The  recognition 
of  this  right  would  be  the  immediate  and  entire  abolition  of  Sla- 
very at  the  South  —  and  at  the  North  it  would  at  once  open  for 
them  the  way  to  enjoy  all  the  "privileges  of  men,  on  the  same  con- 
ditions with  others. 

In  February  last,  our  hearts  were  gladdened  by  a  voice  for  the 
slave  from  the  midst  of  the  Legislators  of  the  land.     Often  had 
Congress  been  entreated  to  hear  the  cries,  and  regard  the  wrongs 
of  the  six  thousand   that  are  suffering  a  cruel  bondage,  within  its 
own  exclusive  jurisdiction.   Year  after  year,  our  petitions  had  been 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  District  of  Columbia,  by  whom 
they  were  forthwith  consigned  to  oblivion.     But  last  February, 
several  petitions  were  presented,  and  a  motion  was  made  that  a 
special  Committee  be  appointed  to  consider  them.    The  House 
refused  so  to  dispose  of  them.     A  member  then  moved  that  they 
be  laid  upon  the  table,  and  that  they  be  printed.    This  gave  rise 
to  a  vehement  discussion,  in  the  course  of  which  the  evils  and  tlie 
sin  of  ,slavehoIding  where  spoken  of  in  a  tone  of  righteous  abhor- 
rence.    Mr.  Dickson,  of  New- York,  especially  distinguished  him- 
self.    Several  southern  gentlemen  spoke  whh  great  warmth,  and 
in  their  remarks  made  it  plain  that  serious  apprehensions  are  en- 
tertained throughout  the  South,  of  the  effect  of  discussion.     They 
endeavored,  as  their  manner  is,  to  browbeat  the  northern  mem- 
bers into  silence.     But  no  men  will  resort  to  intimidation,  who  are 
confident  of  the  goodness  of  their  cause,  or  of  their  ability  to 
make  a  successful  defence.    They   evidently  dreaded  investiga- 
tion, and  were  determined,  if  possible,  to  quench  the  spirit  of  in- 
quiry.    But  they  might  as  well  attempt  to  quench  the  light,  or  to 
arrest  the  advance  of  Spring.     Every  thing  they  said  in  the  course 
of  the  debate  only  confirmed  us  in  the  persuasion,  that  we  roust 
persist  until  we  get  the  subject  of  slavery  fully  before  Congress. 
No  measure  will  be  more  effectual  to  diffuse  information,  and  en- 
kindle thought  and  feeling  throughout  the  land.     Congress  is  as 
the  central  sun.     It  sends  light  and  warmth  to  the  extremities  of 
the  system  which  revolves  about  it.    The  considerations,  which 
will  lead  to  the  abolition  of  this  horrible  institution  in  the  District, 
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will  bear  with  equal  weight  against  it  in  every  other  part  of  our 
country.  At  the  same  lime  we  overthrow  the  system  there,  we 
shall  heave  the  foundation  of  it  everywhere.  This  our  southern 
brethren  see,  and,  therefore,  will  tliey  resist  all  attempts  of  Con- 
gress to  act  upon  the  subject,  ay,  even  to  entertain  a  petition.  But 
ihey  must  be  given  to  understand,  that  we  see  this  resuh  of  the  ac- 
tion of  Congress  as  clearly  as  they  do  ;  and  for  this  very  reason, 
among  others,  shall  never  give  over  our  endeavor  to  induce  our 
National  Legislature  to  remove  slavery  from  within  their  own  ju- 
risdiction. 

Some  there  are,  perhaps  many,  who  suppose  that  Congress 
cannot  interfere  with  this  abomination,  which  stands  in  all  its  hid* 
eousness  within  the  very  purlieus  of  the  Capitol,  because  of  some 
conditions  which  they  have  heard  or  imagined  the  States  of  Vir- 
ginia and  Maryland  prescribed,  in  the  cession  of  the  District,  by 
which  Congress  is  precluded  from  all  action  in  the  premises.  But 
the  history  of  that  transaction  does  not  inform  us  of  any  such  con- 
ditions. The  only  article  in  "  the  Act  of  cession,"  which  pre- 
scribes any  limitations  to  the  possession  thereby  given,  of  the  Dis- 
trict, to  Congress,  or  any  limitations  to  the  exclusive  jurisdiction  of 
Congress,  is  the  third,  which  reads  as  follows  —  "  Provided,  that 
nothing  herein  contained,  shall  be  construed  to  vest  in  the  United 
States  any  right  of  properly  in  the  soil,  or  to  affect  the  rights  of 
individuals  therein^*^  (i,  e,  in  the  soil)  ''  otherwise  than  the  same 
shall  or  may  be  transferred  by  such  individuals  to  the  United 
Stales."*  We  have  also  the  opinions  of  some  of  our  ablest  civil- 
ians, that  the  institution  of  slavery  in  the  District  is  within 
the  power  of  Congress  to  control,  regulate,  or  abolish  it.  Nor  do 
we  see  how  it  would  have  been  constitutional  for  Congress  to 
accede  to  any  such  condition,  as  is  supposed  to  have  been  pre- 
scribed, seeing  the  language  of  the  Constitution  is  so  explicit  and 
imperative  -^  that  it  *'  shall  have  exclusive  jurisdiction  in  all  cases 
whatsoever. '^^ 

If,  however,  it  shall  be  decided  by  the  authorized  expounders 
of  the  Constitution,  that  such  a  limitation  was  put  upon  the  power 
of  Congress,  in  this  particular,  by  the  Act  of  cession  or  in  any 
other  way,  then,  we  trust,  the  Abolitionists  will  forthwith  petition 
that  the  Seat  of  Government  be  removed  to  some  portion  of  our 
*  See  Borch's  Digest,  p.  21 4. 
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land,*  that  is  not  deBled  by  an  established  system  o/*  outrt^e  upon 
the  very  principles,  which  our  nation  professes  before  all  men  to 
revere  and  maintain. 

In  Febroary  or  March  last,  an  exposure  was  made  of  a  pro- 
ceeding, by  certain  gentlemen  of  high  standing  in  one  of  our  re- 
ligious denominations,  that  savors  not  a  little  of  a  spirit  of  dom- 
ination, to  which  we  fervently  pray  the  Christians  in  this  land  may 
never  be  brought  to  submit.  On  the  31st  of  December,  1^33, 
the  '*  Board  of  Baptist  ministers,  in  and  near  London,"  addressed 
a  letter  to  *'  the  Pastors  and  Ministers  of  the  Baptist  Denomina- 
tion, throughout  the  United  States,"  and  sent  it  under  cover  to  the 
Secretary  of  the  "  Baptist  Board  of  Foreign  Missions."  Accord- 
ing to  its  address,  it  ought  forthwith  to  have  been  communicated, 
in  the  most  practicable  manner,  to  the  whole  body  of  Christians  of « 
that  large  and  wide  spread  denomination  in  the  country.  But  it 
was  kept  concealed,  until  it  was  brought  to  light,  more  than  a  year 
afterwards,  through  the  medium  of  an  English  periodical.  It  was 
thus  disclosed,  that  instead  of  giving  free  course  to  the  excellent 
letter  of  the  I^ndon  Board,  that  it  might  be  glori6ed  in  going 
through  our  guilty  land,  and  do  what  good  it  could,  certain  ones  in 
Boston,  probably  men  of  '  influence  and  standing^^  suppressed  it. 
On  the  1st  of  September,  1834,  eight  months  after  the  letter  was 
written,  probably  six  after  it  was  received,  the  Baptist  Board  of 
Foreign  Missions  took  upon  themselves  to  reply,  and  to  keep  both 
the  letter  and  the  reply  concealed  from  **  the  generality"  of  their 
brethren. 

We  have  not  room  to  comment  upon  this  high-handed  measurei 
as  it  deserves.  The  epistle  of  the  English  brethren  was  evident- 
ly dictated  by  the  generous  spirit  of  the  gospel  —  that  spirit  which 
cannot  be  restricted  by  geographical  boundaries  or  political  divis- 
ions —  that  spirit  which  would  lead  men  to  go  out  into  all  the 
earth,  preaching  deliverance  to  the  captives,  giving  light  to  them 
that  are  sitting  in  darkness,  and  pouring  the  balm  of  consolatioD 

*  Sorelj,  if  Congrew  cmnnot  lefitlate  apoo  the  Bobjeot  of  ilaTerj  in  the  Die- 
trict,  then  it  the  predicament  of  the  tlavee  there,  wone  than  it  would  be  any) 
where  else.  For  it  will  not  be  pretended,  that  the  Legialatnrea  of  Vii^^ia  or 
Maryland  can  emancipate  them ;  ao  that  they  would  be  beyond  the  reaeh  of  any 
legislation.  It  were  better  then  to  return  them  to  the  goremmenta,  from  under 
which  they  were  taken,  and  which,  we  truat,  woold  in  due  time  be  impelled, 
by  an  awakened  public  lentiment,  to  eet  them  free. 
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ioto  every  wounded  heart.  It  told,  in  the  simplest  manner,  of  the 
success,  that  bad  crowned  their  efforts  for  the  abolitioD  of  B.  W* 
India  slavery  ;  and  afieciiooately  besought  their  brethren  in  Amer- 
ica to  resort  to  the  same  measures,  which  had  beeq  so  signally 
blessed  in  England,  and  rely  upon  the  same  grace  to  help  them 
It  exhorted  them  to  expose  the  sinfulness  of  slaveholding  — •  to 
deal  faithfully  with  it,  as  with  any  other  prevailing  iniquity,  leaving 
the  commercial  and  political  bearings  of  the  question  to  such  as 
might  be  concerned  in  them.  What  an  opportunity  was  here,  for 
the  Baptists  of  the  North  to  introduce  the  ^*  delicate "  sub- 
ject of  slavery  to  their  brethren  at  the  South.  The  publication  of 
the  letter  from  England  alone  might  have  opened  the  eyes  of  ma- 
ny, and  carried  conviction  to  their  hearts.  But  the  policy  of  the 
wise  and  prudent  was  different.  They  saw  '*  a  pleasing  degree  of 
union  among  the  muhiplying  thousands  of  Baptists  throughout  the 
land.  Brethren  from  all  parts  of  the  country  unite  in  the  general 
Conventbn,  and  co-operate  in  sending  the  Gospel  to  the  heathen. 
Our  Southern  brethren  are  liberal  and  zealous  in  the  promotion  of 
eyery  holy  enterprise  for  the  extension  of  the  Gospel.  They  are 
generally,  both  ministers  and  people,  slaveholders ;  not  becauM 
they  all  think  slavery  is  right,  but  because  it  was  6rmly  rooted  long 
before  they  were  born,  and  because  they  believe  that  slavery  can- 
not be  instantly  abolished."  These  are  some  of  the  considerations, 
(the  rest  are  no  more  weighty)  which  the  American  gentlemen 
thought  should  excuse  them  from  interfering,  nay  more,  which 
they  thought  would  justify  them  in  interposmg  to  prevent  their 
British  brethren  from  interfering,  to  bring  slaveholders  of  tbeir 
denomination  to  a  sense  of  their  sins.  Thus  they  neither  enter  in 
themselves,  nor  suffer  them  that  are  entering  to  go  in  to  their 
churches  at  the  South,  that  they  may  expose  to  them  the  awful 
sinfulness  of  slave-holding ;  the  glaring  inconsistency  of  sending  the 
gospel  to  the  heathen  abroad,  while  tliey  are  keeping  men  in 
heathen  darkness  at  home ;  the  folly  of  the  plea,  that  because  a  sin 
of  any  kind  abounds,,  and  has  long  abounded,  it  must  therefore  be 
suffered  to  abound ;  and  that  they  may  convince  them  by  argument 
and  facts,  that  slavery  ought  to  be,  and  can  be,  (so  far  as  the  in- 
dividual is  concerned,)  instantly  abolished. 

Was  there  ever  a  more  striking  instance  of  partner^ipin  iniqui<* 
ty  f    The  Church  at  the  North  stands  up  as  the  protectress  of 
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the  Church  at  the  South  —  stands  up  to  guarcl  her  from  any  at*^ 
tempts  to  purify  her  from  a  pollution  as  foul,  an  abomination  89 
dread  as  any  to  be  found  among  the  heathen,  they  are  so  zealous 
to  convert!  Can  that  be  considered  a  holy  bond — a  Christian 
union,  which  binds  these  brethren  together  ? 

It  is  due  to  our  Baptist  brethren,  in  whose  communiotf'may  be 
found  as  many  or  more  abolitionists  than  in  any  other,  to  add  that 
the  above  mentioned  disclosure  was  received  by  them  with  the  ut- 
most surprise  and  regret.  Measures  were  immediately  taken  to 
call  the  attention  of  the  whole  denomination  to  the  correspondence, 
and  ascertain  the  view  which  was  generally  entertained  of  its  pro- 
priety. The  result  was  that  a  letter  of  a  very  different  tenor  and 
spirit  was  prepared,  and  having  been  signed  by  183  Bapt'tst  minis- 
ters,^ was  sent  to  the  London  Board. 

We  know  it  will  not  be  thought  invidious  towards-  others,  who 
have  greatly  contributed  by  their  excellent  writings,  to  help  on 
our  glorious  enterprise,  if  we  make  especial  mention  of  the  volume 
from  the  pen  of  the  Hon.  William  Jay,  of  New  Yofk.  His  "  In- 
quiry into  the  character  and  tendency  of  the  American  Coloniza:- 
tion,  and  American  Anti-Slavery  Societies,"  was  published  in  th« 
early  part  of  the  last  year.  Coming  from  him,  a  man  extensively 
known,  and  highly  respected  and  beloved  by  those  who  know  btmi 
it  could  not  fail  to  command  the  public  attention.  The  very  rapid 
sale  of  the  first  and  the  second  editions,  evinced  the  eagerness  of 
thousands  to  know  the  results  of  his  inquiry  reto  the  sentiments 
and  plans  of  the  two  Societies,  which  had  stood  from  the  birth  of 
the  latter,  in  the  attitude  of  opposition.  It  is  a  book  so  full  of 
pertinent  facts,  and  carefully  drawn  conclusions,  that  it  could  not 
fail  to  impart  the  convictions  of  its  author  to  other  minds.  No 
book  on  the  subject  has  probably  been  read  by  more  persons,  nor 
has  any  one  been  instrumental  to  the  conversion  of  more. 

The  Annual  Meeting  of  the  American  Anti-Slavery  Society, 
last  May,  was  very  numerously  attended  at  New  York,  by  mem- 
bers from  all  parts  of  the  Union,  north  of  the  Potomac.  Never 
did  an  assembly  evince  a  deeper  interest,  a  more  entire  devotion 
to  an  object.  There  seemed  to  be  but  one  mind,  one  heart 
among  them.  •  Although  they  had  come  from  various  and  distant 
parts  of  the  land,  were  strangers  to  each  other  according  to  the 

*  At  many  more,  w€  tre  tssured,  might  have  been  obtained. 
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flesh,  of  diverse  reFigious  sects,  and  opposite  political  parties,  yet 
were  they  as  a  band  of  brethren.  They  had  come  together  to  do 
their  heavenly  Father's  will.  They  had  drunk  of  the  same  spirit, 
—  they  were  united  with  one  accord  in  the  same  righteous  cause. 
A  proposition  was  made  by  one  of  tlie  most  enterprising,  to  ex- 
tend greatly  the  plan  of  publications  —  somewhat  on  the  scale  of 
the  temperance  publications  at  Albany.  The  proposal,  though 
involving  an  annual  expenditure  of  $30,000  was  favorably  received, 
and  more  than  half  the  required  sum  was  subscribed  on  the  spot. 
It  would  be  grateful  to  our  feelings  to  dwell  awhile  upon  the  pro- 
ceedings of  this  meeting ;  but  a  full  and  interesting  account  of 
them  b  already  before  the  public,  in  connection  with  the  very  able 
Annual  Report.  To  that  document  we  refer  those  of  our  readers, 
who  have  not  seen  it. 

A  few  days  after  the  Annual  Meeting  in  New  York,  the  New 
'  England  Convention  of  Abolitionists  assembled  in  Boston.  The 
same  spirit  of  devotion  to  the  cause  of  the  oppressed,  was  mani- 
fested here  also.  Meetings  were  held  every  day  through  the 
week,  and  were  crowded  to  the  last.  Nor  were  the  friends  lavish 
only  of  their  time  and  their  words.  They  contributed  freely  of 
their  money  also.  They  gave  on  the  spot,  or  pledged  an  amount 
Imj^  less  than  6000  dollars. 

'^vfe  were  favored  here  and  at  New  York,  with  the  presence, 
and  the  assistance  of  James  6.  Bimey,  of  Kentucky  —  once  a 
slave-holder  —  now  pre-eminently  the  servant  of  slaves,  laboring 
with  untiring  assiduity,  unshrinking  fortitude,  to  procure  their  lib- 
eration, and  advance  their  welfare.  All  were  charmed  with  him. 
He  was  mild,  yet  6rm  ;  cautious,  yet  not  afraid  to  speak  the  whole 
truth ;  candid,  but  not  compromising ;  careful  not  to  exaggerate 
in  aught,  and  equally  careful  not  to  extenuate  and  conceal.  He 
imparted  much  useful  information,  and  animated  us  to  persevere 
in  our  work.  While  here  he  issued  proposals  for  a  paper,  the 
publication  of  which  was  to  be  commenced  on  his  return,  at  Dan- 
ville in  Kentucky,  a  paper  devoted  to  the  Anti-Slavery  cause. 
This  work,  for  which  all  who  heard  Mr.  Bimey  have  looked  with 
impatience  has  been  delayed,  owing  to  a  series  of  persecutions, 
of  which  all  have  doubtless  heard.  But  while  we  are  writing  our 
report  — the  first  number  of  the  PhUanthropiit^  is  laid  upon  our 
table.    We  open  it  with  a  beating  heart.     A  paper  dedicated 
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to  the  cause  of  the  share !  and  edited,  at  the  risk  of  bis  life,  by  a 
man  who  was  born  to  a  slare  inheritence,  and  lived  a  slave-hold- 
er, until  the  truth,  as  it  is  taught  by  the  abolitionists,  searched  bis 
heart,  "as  it  were  the  eye  of  the  Ahriighty,"  convicted  him  of  sin, 
and  brought  him  to  repentance !  How  meet  for  repentance  is 
this  work !  Its  motto  breathes  the  spirit  of  a  contrite  heart  -^ 
"  We  are  verily  guilty  concerning  our  brother  *  *  therefore  is 
this  distress  come  upon  us;^^  and  the  whole  air  and  tone  of  this 
first  number  is  expressive  of  that  calm  determination  of  a  man, 
who  has  counted  the  cost  of  the  war  in  which  he  has  enlisted,  and 
is  willing  to  sacrifice  every  thing,  but  his  duty  to  God  and  man. 
Mr.  Birney's  paper  is  printed  at  new  Richmond,  Ohio.  Truly  an 
appropriate  name  is  this  for  the  place,  whence  is  to  issue  a  paper, 
chat  will  boldly  confront  the  pro-slavery  docu*ines,  that  are  poured 
upon  the  community  from  the  old  Richmond  presses.  ^  ' 

It  is  a  fact,  which  will  be  mentioned  in  future  times,  ^s  an  evi- 
dence of  the  illiberality  of  Boston  in  the  lOth  century,  that  it 
was  with  difficulty  any  place  could  be  obtained  here  for  the  meet- 
ings of  the  Convention.  Eight  of  the  churches  were  applied  for 
without  success.  Boylston  Hall,  the  Temple,  and  Amory  Hall, 
were  also  peremptorily  refused.  At  length,  after  considerable 
hesitation,  the  New  Jerusalem  Church  was  granted  for  one  half 
day.  The  rest  of  our  meetings  were  held  in  Julien  Hall,  which 
was  not  lai^e  enough  to  accommodate  the  assembly. 

A  written  request,  signed  by  one  hundred  and  twenty-five  citi- 
zens, was  presented  to  the  City  Government  for  the  use  of  Faneuil 
Hall,  but  it  was  denied  us.  This  fact  must  not  be  forgotten.  It 
is  of  consequence  in  connection  with  another  to  be  mentioned  in 
its  place,  as  illustrative  of  the  temper  of  our  times. 

We  have  observed  with  great  satisfaction,  that  the  subject  of 
Slavery  has  been  introduced,  and  debated  more  or  less,  at  the 
annual  meetings  of  most  of  the  religious  denominations  in  our 
country.  It  was  agitated  with  considerable  warmth  in  the  General 
Assembly  of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  and  such  a  disposition 
made  of  it  as  will  necessarily  bring  it  before  that  body,  at  the  next 
anniversary.  During  the  Conferences  of  the  Methodist  Churches 
in  New  Ekigland,  several  lectures  were  delivered  by  Mr.  Thotnp- 
son  and  Mr.  Phelps ;  after  whicb  the  "  Wesleyan  Anti-Slavery 
Society''  was  formed,  comprising  70  of  the  ministers  and  elders  of 
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the  Methodist  Church,  The  Appeal  published  by  several  ministers 
of  that  denomination,  and  the  Defence  of  the  Appeal  are  among 
our  ablest  publications.  And  the  labors  of  brothers  Scott  and 
Storrs  have  been  blessetl.  In  the  slave  States  also,  at  all  their 
ecclesiastical  meetings,  resolutions  have  been  passed  upon  Slavery, 
some  of  which  indeed,  speak  out  unequivocally  in  its  favor ;  but 
others  in  a  qualified,  faultering  tone,  which  reveals  the  fact,  we 
have  learnt  from  other  sources,  that  there  are  some  righteous  ones 
at  the  South,  who  have  not  "  bowed  the  knee  to  Baal,"  have  not 
been  made  to  worship  this  American  Moloch.  These  men  will 
yet,  we  trust,  stand  up  on  the  Liord's  side ;  and  though  compara- 
tively few,  they  will  be  a  host ;  for  one  man  of  right,  moral  and 
religious  principles,  can  chase  a  thousand  foes,  and  two  can  put  ten 
thousand  to  flight. 

As  soon  after  the  Annual  meeting  of  the  American  Society,  as 
it  was  practicable,  the  enlarged  plan  of  publication  and  distribution 
went  into  operation.  The  Emancipator,  Human  Rights,  the 
Record,  and  the  Slave's  Friend,  each  of  them  monthly  periodicals, 
issued  in  successive  weeks,  at  New  York,  were  all  published  in 
large  editions,  and  were  scattered  unsparingly  through  the  land. 
This  has  been  the  occa$ion,  not  the  cause,  of  the  outrages  at  the 
South,  committed  upon  the  persons  of  American  citizens,  and  the 
sanctity  of  the  public  mail.  Designing  men  seized  upon  it  to 
make  the  community  there  believe,  that  the  Abolitionists  were 
distributing  incendiary  pamphlets '  among  the  slaves.  As  it  is 
believed  that  we  have  done  so  by  many  both  here  and  there,  we 
feel  ourselves  called  upon  thus  officially  to  deny  it.  We  declare 
unequivocally,  that  we  have  never  known  or  heard  of  an  Abolition- 
ist,  who  has  sent  a  tract,  a  page,  or  a  word^  to  any  of  the  slaves. 
We  are  confident,  after  much  inquiry,  that  nothing  has  been  sent 
to  them,  directly  or  indirectly.  We  have  refrained  from  sending 
our  publications  to  them,  not  because  they  contain  any  sentiments, 
which  the  slaves  ought  not  to  know  we  cherish.  There  is  not  a 
word  in  them,  so  far  as  we  have  read,  which  would  instigate  the 
slaves  to  insurrection  —  unless  they  have  the  perverse  ingenuity 
of  a  certain  Boston  editor,  who  construes  a  solemn  prohibition  into 
a  sanction  of  violence.  If  any  insurrectionary  passage  has  been 
found  in  them,  why  has  it  not  been  adduced  by  our  opposers  ? 
Surely  they  have  been  eager  enough  to  find  aught  against  us. 
There  are  of  course  in  some  of  our  tracts,  descriptions  of  the 
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wrongs  and  sufferings  of  the  slaves  ;  but  it  were  the  height  of 
absurdity  to  suppose,  that  such  descriptions  would  be  so  exciting 
to  their  revengeful  feelings,  as  ar6  the  wrongs  and  sufferings  them- 
selves. It  would,  we  think,  tend  rather  to  soothe  their  outraged 
humanity,  to  know  that  there  are  some  who  sympathize  with 
them.  Neverthe  ess,  we  have  refrained  from  sending  our  publi- 
cations to  the  slaves  for  four  reasons.  First.  —  They  are  not 
addressed  nor  adapted  to  the  slaves,  but  to  their  masters.  Sec- 
ondly. —  If  sent,  they  probably  would  never  reach  the  slaves,  sa 
vigilant  is  the  espionage  of  their  oppressors.  Thirdly.  —  If  they 
should  get  safely  to  their  hands,  they  could  not  read  them.  Fourth- 
ly. —  We  fear,  if  any  of  our  publications  should  be  found  in  their 
hands,  they  uculd  be  as  fuel  added  to  the  Gre  of  their  afflictions. 
For  similar  reasons,  we  have  never  sent  from  the  office  in  Boston, 
and  the  Secretary  of  the  Society  at  New  York  assures  us,  he 
has  never  knowingly  sent  anything,  to  ihe free  colored  people  somtt 
of  Washington  City.  In  that  city,  there  were  two  or  three  colored 
men  who  wt  re  subscribers  to  our  publications.  If,  further  south, 
there  have  been  other  subscribers  of  that  description  —  they  have 
not  been  known  to  us  as  such.  That  very  few,  if  any,  have  gone 
into  their  hands,  is  evident  from  the  accounts  given  by  the  south- 
ern Post-masters,  of  the  contents  of  the  mail  bags,  which  thejr 
have  had  the  audacity  to  examine.  Only  one,  we  believe,  reports 
that  he  found  anything  for  free  colored  persons,  and  he  does  not 
quote  a  word  to  prove,  that  what  he  found  was  insurrectionary. 
Suffice  it  here  to  add,  that  with  the  very  few  exceptions  just 
named,  our  tracts  and  periodicals  have  been  sent  to  ministers  of 
religion,  members  of  Congress,  and  of  the  several  State  Legislatures, 
Justices  of  the  Peace,  and  other  men  of  standing  in  the  commu- 
nity, whose  names  we  have  happened  to  bear  of  from  those  who 
knew  them,  or  have  gathered  from  the  State  Registers.*  Although 
generally,  perhaps,  unacceptab  e,  they  have  b  en  by  some  very 
graciously  received ;  and  are  silently  but  surely  working  the 
change  we  desire  to  effect.     It  is,  we  verily  believe,  because  they 

*  In  no  case,  from  the  office  in  Boston,  and  we  are  asrared,  that  in  no  casor 
from  the  office  in  New  York,  have  any  of  oar  prblicationa  been  sent  to  persons 
at  the  Sooth,  or  anywhere  else,  after  we  have  been  informed  that  they  wished 
not  to  receive  them.  In  one  lyord,  we  have  porsned  the  well  known  coone  of 
the  pid>liaherB  of  moral  or  religions  periodicals. 
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see  this  change  is  taking  place,  that  those  who  love  their  unrighte- 
ous gains  more  than  they  respect  the  rights  of  man  or  the  will 
of  God,  are  thrown  into  a  slate  of  feverish  excitement ;  just  as  the 
craftsmen  at  Ephesus  were  by  the  preaching  of  Paul.  And  they 
are  resorting  to  similar  modes  of  opposition  to  the  truth.  It  is 
easy  enough  for  a  few  desis^ning  men  to  fill  a  city  with  confusion  ; 
to  raise  mobs  who  shall  cry  out  lustily  anything  that  may  be  dic- 
tated by  the  spirit  of  disorder.  False  witnesses  can  easily  be 
suborned  — -  and  a  whole  community  made  to  believe  a  lie.  Now 
all  we  say  in  answer  to  those,  who  charge  upon  us  the  circulation 
of  insurrectionary  pamphlets,  is,  produce  them.  Bring  us  and 
our  publications  before  a  tribunal  of  justice,  and  if  an  impartial 
jury  shall  find  us  guilty  of  the  charges  preferred,  lei  us  suffvt 
the  consequences  which  the  law  prescribes.  The  course  pursued 
by  our  opposers  shows,  they  are  conscious  that  neither  truth  nor 
law  is  on  their  side.  Indeed  some  of  them  have  been  honest 
enough  to  acknowledge,  that  they  cannot  hope  to  obtain  our 
conviction  before  any  court,  but  that  over  which  Judge  Lynch 
presides. 

But  we  are  censured  for  sending  our  pttblications  to  the  South, 
by  some  who  exonerate  us  from  all  suspicion  of  a  design  to  excite 
the  slaves  to  insurrection.     Dr.  Cbaoning  says  that  "  in  so  doing, 
they,  (the  ABolitioriists)  acted  weakly  and  without  decorum."  We 
marvel  at  this  censure.     We  marvel  the  more,  because  we  have 
been  so  often  rebuked  for  not  going  to  the  South,  there  to  proclain) 
with  our  living  voices,  the  truths  and  sentiments  which  we  have 
sent  thither  on  the  silent  and  less  exciting  pages  of  our  books. 
Why  have  we  not  acted  naturally  ?  We  are  anxious  our  Southern 
brethren  should  be  informed  of  all  we  think,  and  all  we  purpose 
to  do.     There  is  not  a  thought  or  purpose  in  our  hearts,  which 
we  would  not  have  them  know  altogether.     They  can  never  be 
affected  as  we  wish,  until  they  are  made  to  understand  what  we 
would  have  them  do.     We  grant  there  should  be  a  selection,  (and 
so  far  as  we  are  acquainted  with  the  procedure  there  has  been  a 
selection)  for  some  of  our  publications  are  better  adapted  to  the 
North  than  to  the  South.     But  we  conceive  it  to  be  our  duty  to 
distribute  to  all,  who  are  guilty  of  slave-holding,  our  pamphlets 
and  papers,  exhibiting  our  views  of  the  enormity  and  the  danger  of 
so  doing.     Surely  Dr.  Channing  would  not  consider  it  weak  and 
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indecorous  id  us,  were  we  to  give  temperance  tracts  to  drunkards, 
and  distillers,  and  retailers;  or  tracts  against  lotteries  or  theatres  or 
brothels  to  those,  who  are  engaged  in  the  management*,  and  reap 
the  profits  of  those  corrupting  institutions.  And  is  there  any  valid 
reason  why  we  should  not  deill  likewise  with  slave-holders  ? 

But  the  pictures !  the  pictures ! !  these  seem  to  have  been 
specially  offensive.  And  why,  unless  it  is  because  they  give  spe- 
cially distinct  impressions  of  the  horrors  of  slavery  ?  They  were 
efficient  instruments  in  exposing  the  cruellies  of  the  Inquisition  to 
the  public  abhorrence,  before  which  the  institution  was  unable  to 
stand  ;  and  in  arousing  the  attention  of  the  Christian  world  to  the 
hideous  superstitions  of  the  Heathen,  and  in  leading  to  a  generous 
efibrt  for  the  redemption  of  the  benighted  children  of  the  East. 
Pictorial  representations  have  ever  been  used  with  success,  in 
making  any  desirable  impression  upon  the  minds  of  men,  the  bulk 
of  whom  are  more  immediately  and  thoroughly  affected  by  a  pic- 
ture, than  a  verbal  description.  Why  then  should  they  not  be 
used,  in  the  exposure  we  purpose  to  make  of  our  national  wicked- 
ness f  If  any  of  them  represent  what  does  not  exist,  let  the  false- 
hood be  shown  and  reproved.  But  with  what  reason  or  justice 
are  we  called  upon  to  suppress  the  picture,  so  long  as  the  original 
is  allowed  to  defile  our  land  ? 

Although  the  explosions  of  passion  which  have  rent  the  South- 
ern Slates,  are  auributed  to  **  the  incendiary  publications  of  tbe 
Abolitionists,*'  it  is  obvious  they  are  justly  attributable  to  another 
cause.  A  great  part  has  been  the  effect  of  political  manoeuvring. 
Tbe  policy  of  the  Southerners,  from  the  first,  has  been  to  secure 
the  election  of  a  southern  man  to  the  office  of  President.*  In  this 
they  have  failed  but  twice,  and  then  only  for  one  term  each  time. 
Mr.  Webster's  high  claims,  and  Mr.  Van  Buren's  high  probability  of 
success  at  the  next  canvass,  have  given  them  serious  apprebeo- 
sions,  that  they  shall  once  more  be  compelled  to  resign  the  chair  to 
a  northern  candidate.  To  prevent  this,  has  been  their  aim  since 
thb  last  election  was  decided ;  and  they  soon  seized  upon  the  pro- 
ject of  the  Abolitbnists  as  a  hinge,  upon  which  to  make  their  plan 
turn.  Whatever  may  have  been  the  belief,  in  times  past,  no  one 
can  now  doubt  that  the  Southerners  cling  to  the  mstitution  of 

*  W«  have  hetrd  it  laid,  that  in  all  the  electiona  that  hare  taken  place,  only 
•mf  votM  have  ever  been  given  at  the  South  for  northern  candidates. 
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slavery  with  the  utmost  tenacity.  Nothing,  therefore,  would  so 
soon  blast  with  them  the  reputation  of  a  candidate  fpr  the  presi- 
dency, as  the  imputation  that  he  was  in'favor  of  the  Abolition  of 
Slavery.  This  charge  was  therefore  alleged  against  both  Mr. 
Webster,  and  Mr.  Van  Buren.  Their  partisans  at  the  North, 
each  of  tl^em  eager  to  ingratiate  their  favorite  with  southern 
friends,  have  alike  endeavored  to  demonstrate  their  respect  for 
southern  interests,  by  the  most  vehement  condemnation  of  the 
Abolitionists.  Hence  they  set  about,  at  an  early  period  of  our 
movements,  to  misrepresent  our  sentiments  and  purposes,  and  to 
malign  our  characters.  The  southern  papers  most  industriously 
circulated  these  false  reports — until  doubtless  the  community  at 
the  Soutlj  were  generally  made  to  believe,  that  the  Abolitionists 
were  their  most  dangerous  enemies,  intending  to  excite  their 
slaves  to  assert  their  rights,  and  thus  bring  on  the  horrors  of  a  ser- 
vile war.  When,  therefore,  it  was  found  that  the  publications  of 
the  Anti-Slavery  Society  were  distributed  tlirough  the  mails,  in 
great  numbers,  though  with  only  one  exception,*  uniformly  ad- 
dressed to  the  masters,  it  was  easy  enough,  by  keeping  back  this 
material  part  of  the  truth,  to  throw  the  whole  comnaunity  into  a 
consternation  of  fear,  and  a  fury  of  passion.  It  was  made  to  be 
generally  believed,  that  the  mails  came  laden  with  Anti-Slavery 
tracts  and  papers,  in  order  to  arouse  the  slaves  to  insurrection, 
although  no  proof  was  given  that  a  single  page  had  been  put  into 
their  hands,f  and  although  the  slightest  thought  would  have  been 

*  The  Post-mai  ter  of  Norfolk,  reported  that  an  Anti-Slayery  paper  wai  sent 
to  a  colored  man  of  that  city. 

t  Last  September,  the  writer  of  this  Report,  received  a  reproachful  letter  from 
a  gentleman  then  in  Masaachiuetta,  containing  the  following  eAract  from  a  letter 
he  had  jnst  received  firom  hia  danghter,  resident  in  a  Sonthem  city.  **  Pamphlets 
are  about  the  chy  —  in  which  the  negroes  are  urged  to  an  intnrrection,  and  are 
told,  that  now  is  the  time,  as  so  many  of  the  male  inhabitants  are  absent  The 
Mayor  has  one  of  these  pamphlets.  Nnmbers  of  the  negroes  are  fonnd  armed 
with  batcher  knives,  very  $httrp  I  What  do  the  Abolitionists  intend  ?  The 
only  answer  I  can  give,  is  **  to  murder  your  women  and  children  I  *'  And 
tiien  followed  (what  was  to  be  expected  from  a  woman,  filled  veith  alarm,  by  the 
false  reports  which  were  circulating -aroimd  her,)  a  thrilling  condemnation  of  the 
supposed  aothors  of  the  evil*  which  was  supposed  to  be  impending  over  the  city 
where  she  lives.  To  this  communication  I  replied,  ezpressmg  my  regret  at  the 
state  of  distressing  anxiety  in  which  the  lady  was  when  she  wrote  the  letter,  but 
adding  that  the  story  bore,  on  the  face  of  it,  the  appearance  of  Iklsity;  that  we 


Digitized  by 


Google 


22 

enough  to  detect  the  folljr  of  the  charge.  Nevertheless)  the  Post 
Office  was  violated,  and  packages  of  papers  were  destroyed  by  a 
bon6re  in  the  public  square  at  Charleston ;  effigies  of  distinguished 
Abolitionists  were  also  burnt  with  every  expression  of  pubKc  bate, 
and  large  rewards  were  offered  for  the  abduction  of  their  persons. 
Citizens  of  northern  Slates,  pursuing  their  business  or  their  pleas- 
ure at  the  South,  were  seized  upon  suspicion,  and  without  a  trial, 
thrown  into  prison,  or  subjected  to  cruel  and  infatnous  puoisb- 
inents.  In  answer  to  all  these  outrages,  the  North  uttered  but  a 
feeble  remonstrance.  The  political  papers  more  than  half  excused 
them.  Then  public  meetings  were  called  at  the  South,  to  de- 
nounce the  fanatics ;  and  the  patriots  (?)  at  the  North  gathered 
eagerly  together,  even  in  Faneuil  Hall,  to  respond  to  the  same. 

'i*his  political  game,  however,  has  been  played  with  a  reckless 
hand,  that  has  defeated  its  own  purpose.  The  tone  of  the  South, 
very  soon  became  so  despotic  and  ferocious,  that  the  little  remain- 
ing love  of  liberty  and  respect  for  civil  rights  at  the  North  was 
roused  to  assert  itself.  It  was  not  in  the  hearts  of  all  the  pat- 
riots here,  to  utter  a  broad  approval  of  Slavery,  and  consign  those 
who  dared  denounce  it,  to  the  summary  disposal  of  Judge  Lynch. 
Therefore,  all  they  have  done  and  said  has  rather  tended  to  con- 
firm the  suspicfons,  which  southern  politicians  have  wished  to  pro- 
pagate, i.  e.  that  the  people  here  are  inimical  to  that  system  of  op- 
pression, which  the  people  there  are  determined  to  uphold.  So 
that  the  prospects  of  our  northern  candidates  are  less  flattering 
than  before  the  game  commenced. 

Nor  is  this  all.     The  panic  has  passed,  and  a  reaction  has  com- 

shoiild  have  heard  of  arrests  and  pun!  hTents,  before  the  story  of  the  intended 
insurrection  coald  have  transpired  ;  moreover  that  such  a  plot,  if  it  existed,  most 
have  been  set  on  foot  by  some  other  person  than  an  Abolitionist  If  I  wore  mis- 
taken on  this  point,  he  could  easily  ascertain  on  his  retam  to  the  Soath,  as  the 
pamphlets  referred  to  in  his  daughter's  letter  **  were  about  the  city,'*  and  one  of 
them  was  in  the  Mayor's  hands.  And  I  pledged  myself,  in  case  sach  pamphlets 
were  or  had  been  circulated  there,  and  he  would  send  me  one  of  them,  that  if  it 
emanated  from  the  Anti-Slavery  Society,  I  would  publicly  renounce  my  connec- 
tion with  that  Society  ;  or  if  it  was  the  production  of  an  Abolitionist,  1  would  do 
all  in  my  power  to  procure  his  public  condemnation. 

The  gentleman  went  to  the  South  early  in  October  ;  but  I  have  never  received 
a  copy  of  the  incendiary  pamphlet — nor  a  line  from  him  informing  of  the  truth 
of  the  report  in  his  daughter's  letter  ;  nor  in  any  other  way  have  1  heard  a  word 
about  the  mtended  insurrection. 
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menced.  The  demands  of  the  South,  and  the  course  of  our  0[h 
posers  here  have  been  so  outrageous  —  seuing  at  nought  ^he 
plainest  principles  of  justice,  and  trampling  in  the  dust  the  deafest 
rights  of  American  citizens  —  that  many  who  are  not  willing  to  be 
numbered  as  of  us,  are  compelled  to  take  sides  with  us,  rather  than 
submit  to  the  reign  of  anarchy,  and  that  wild  usurper,  Mob.  The 
Abolitionists  therefore  now,  in  consequence  of  the  assaults  of  their 
adversaries,  occupy  a  more  favorable  position  than  ever.  We  are 
entrenched  behind  the  citadel  of  our  liberties.  Our  feet  are  planted 
upon  the  rock  of  our  national  security.  If  our  opposers  can  suc- 
ceed by  the  measures  they  have  proposed,  in  preventing  us  from 
writing,  speaking,  meeting  and  publishing  on  the  subject  of  Slave- 
ry, it  will  be  apparent  to  the  world  —  it  will  stand  confessed  be- 
fore all  men,  that  we  are  not  a  free  people.  To  this  we  trust,  the 
descendants  of  the  Pilgrims  will  not  consent.  It  will  not  be  readi- 
ly conceded,  that  there  is  any  public  evil  in  our  country,  beyond 
the  reach  of  a  corrective  influence ;  or  that  there  is  anything  in 
our  political  or  religious  institutions,  needing  amendment,  that  can- 
not be  amended.  No.  Our  exbnlleAt  Constitution  has  guaranteed 
to  us  the  free  exercise  of  all  the  moral  power,  which  God  has 
given  us. 

The  concession  virtually  made  by  the  course  of  measures,  pur- 
sued by  our  opposers  both  at  the  South  and  the  North,  is  a  most 
precious  one  to  us,  who  rely  only  upon  the  power  of  truth  to 
correct  error,  and  of  conviction  of  sin  to  lead  to  repentance.  If 
it  could  be  shown,  that  we  are  propagating  what  is  false  in  fact, 
or  in  sentiment,  would  our  opposers  think  of  doing  any  more  than 
to  ex|)ose  the  falsity  ?  Have  they  not  wisdom  and  wit  enough  to 
show  that  slave-holding  is  right  in  itself,  and  salutary  in  its  effects, 
if  it  be  so?  If  the  African  or  the  descendant  of  an  African  be 
not  a  man,  or  if  he  have  ever  forfeited  the  prerogatives  of  a  man ; 
and  again,  if  the  slave-holder  have  any  higher  claim  of  property  to 
the  person  of  his  fellow-being,  than  the  thief  has,  or  he  who  buys 
of  the  thief  has,  to  the  thing  stolen,  would  not  those,  who  so  un- 
derstand these  matters,  set  themselves  about  to  make  us  so  under- 
stand them,  and  thus  end  the  strife  }  Do  they  who  are  conscious 
they  have  the  truth  and  the  right  on  their  side  —  do  they  fear 
discussion?  Do  they  resort  to  outcry  atid  violence  and  brutal 
force  f    We  trow  not.    Hence  we  infer  from  the  measures  pur- 


Digitized  by 


Google 


24 

sued  against  us,  that  our  opposers  pereeive  we  are  urging  facts 
and  principles  upon  the  consideration  of  our  countrymen^  which 
are  unquestionably  true,  but  such  as  they  and  the  people  generally 
are  not  prepared  to  receive  and  obey,  -~  such  as  their  pecuniary 
interests,  their  prejudices,  their  pride  impel  them  to  resist.  But 
for  these  we  feel  no  respect.  We  are  not  bound  to  show  them 
deference.  On  tlie  contrary,  they  are  bound  to  submit  to  the 
eternal  principles  of  justice  and  humanity.  Wilt  they  resist  ?  They 
will  find  it  hard  to  contend  with  Grod.  Even  their  wrath  shall 
praise  him  —  shall  be  so  overruled  as  to  become  an  instrument  in 
the  advancement  of  his  cause. 

We  have  been  already  led  to  notice  his  overruling  providence. 
The  violence  and  recklessness  of  our  opposers  have  given  a  noto- 
riety to  the  project  of  the  Abolitionists,  which,  otherwise,  it  would 
not  so  soon  have  attained.  Nay  more,  they  have  created  a  neces- 
sity for  the  interference  of  our  National  Government,  for  the  pro- 
tection of  one  of  its  departments,  which  In  their  madness,  they 
have  grossly  violated.  Something  must  be  done  for  the  preserva- 
tion of  the  Post  Office.  The  discussion,  that  must  ar'ise,  will 
bvolve  an  inquiry  into  the  use  that  has  been  made  of  the  maib 
by  the  Abolitionists,  of  which  our  opposers  have  attempted  to  de- 
prive us.  It  will  be  found  on  Investigation,  that  we  have  been 
shamelessly  calumniated.  So  that  the  very  efibrts  of  our  op* 
posers  to  suppress  the  truth,  shall  give  it  greater  publicity. 
By  burning  our  publications  at  Charleston,  they  have  poured 
a  blaze  of  light  upon  a  subject,  which  they  would  (ain  con- 
sign to  everlasting  darkness.  That  fire  will  never  be  quenched, 
while  a  vestige  of  slavery  remains  upon  our  soil. 

The  very  close  connection  of  the  events  alluded  to  in  the  two 
or  three  preceding  pages,  has  led  us  to  disregard  the  order  of 
time,  by  which  we  proposed  to  guide  our  commentary  UDon  the 
past  year.  We  should  be  unwilling,  however,  to  leave  unnoticed 
the  fact,  that  the  Anniversary  of  our  national  Independence  was 
generally  observed  by  the  Abolitionists,  in  a  manner  tending,  as 
we  believe,  to  advance  the  high  objects,  avowed  by  the  fathers 
of  the  American  Revolution.  Their  love  of  liberty,  their  jeal- 
ousy for  human  rights,  has  not  been  cherished  in  the  bosoms  of 
their  descendants.  Little  did  the  founders  of  this  Republic  ex- 
pect, that  the  most  ruthless  system  of  oppression  would  be  ettab^ 
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lithedin  the  land  thejr  inid  redeemed.  Altboogfa  diey  framed  our 
otherwise  excellent  Conititution,  on  the  mietaken  and  mischievous 
principle  of  compromise,  still  they  were  assiduously  careful  so  to 
frame  it,  as  not  expliclily  to  recognize  the  awful  violation  of  hu- 
man rights,  lor  wbich^the  South  ccjntended.  It  is  worthy  of  re- 
mark  that  the  languageof  our  Magna  Charta  is  so  carefully  chosen, 
that  the  unniatural.  Irreconcilable  insthotion  of  Slavery  may  be 
abolished,  without  requiring  the  dhange  of  an  article  in  that  basis 
of  our  civil  government.*  Our  fathers  doubtless  believed,  tliat 
the'spirit  of  the^Revolution  tvould  ere  long  break  every  yoke* 
How  have  We  disappointed  their  expectations !  How  dim  has  be- 
come our  perception  bf  truths,  which  were  se^^etulettt  to  them  ! 
How  cold  our  love  of  those  principles,  which  animated  them  to 
dedicate  (in  the  manner  they  thought  right)  ^^  tlieir  lives,  their 
fortunes,  and  their 'sacred  honor"  to  the  cause  of  liberty  !  At  the 
end  of  sixty  years,  their  recreant  descendants  are  the  oppressors 
of  millions !  More  than  one  sixth  part  of  the  people  o(  the  land 
they  redeemed  are  in  the  most  abject  bondage,  and  paralyzing 
degradation  !  And  sentiments  are  uttered  by  the  Rulers  of  the 
people,  which  would  have  been  shocking  to  every  feeling  in  our 
fathers'  hearts  if  they  had  been  uttered  in  their  day  by  the  heredn 
tary  tyrants  of  the  old  world.f  Was  it  not  well  then,  and  will  it 
not  be  well  hereafter,  that  the  day,  on  which  we  comtnemorate 
their  deeds,  should  be  so  spent  as  to  rotise  our  nation  to  a  sense 
of  her  injustice,  cruelty,  and  glaring  inconsistency  ;  and  bring  -her 
back  to  her  plighted  devotion  to  the  inalienable  rights  of  man  f 

On  the  1st  of  August,  we  celebrated  the  anniversary  of  the  - 
emancipation,  by  the  British  ParFtament,  of  800,000  slaves,  in  the 
IVest  Indies.  We  regard  that  as  one  of  the  most  signal  achieve- 
ments of  philanthropy  —  one  of  the  most  momentous  events,  in 
its  future  even  more  than  in  m  present  consequences,  jtbat  has 
marked  the  passage  of  time.     Many  high  considerations  called 

*  Only  five  wordf  wmtld  be  even  toperfliioilf,  vk :  tkree-Jl/^  qf  aii  0Uur 
per9afu.    Art  L  Sect  2. 

t  We  could  too  eaiOy.fill  aeTenl  peget  wHli  eentiiiiaDts,  deeertinf  the  sboTe 
eoodeiniiatioB,  taken  from  the  Mena^ee  of  meet  of  the  Soiitbeni>  and  aeveral  at 
the  Nortbern  Govemon.     But  Governor  Mc*D«ffie,  of  Sooth  CaroKne,  haroet- 
Heroded  all  the  Herodi  m  the  land.     His  MoMoge  breatbea  the  spirit  of  a  Nero. 
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Ub  io  rejoice  and  take  courage,  at  the  event  we.  then  commemora- 
ted. We  saw  in  it  a  proof  of  the  majestj  o(  moral  power.  Great 
pains  have  been  taken,  by  the  pro-slavery  party  in  England  and 
this  country,  to  make  it  appear,  that  the  efTecis  of  the  emancipa* 
tion  in  the  West  Indies,  have  been  only  evil«  But  we  hesitate 
not  to  contradict  their  statements  of  facts — and  the  inferences 
they  would  draw  from  those  statements,  even  if  they  were  cor- 
rectly made.  In  our  view,  the  results  of  the  experiment  of  the 
English  Governtnent  have  thus  far  been  as  favorable,  as  it  was 
reasonable  to  expect.  Moreover  they  have  so  turned  out  as 
greatly  to  con6rm  our  faith  in  all  the  principle's,  for  which  we  are 
contending.  In  those  islands,  where  the  abolition  of  slavery  was 
succeeded  by  the  apprenticeship  system  —  a  system  under  which 
the  power  of  the  master  to  compel  the  subject  was  abridged,  and 
no  adequate  inducement  to  labor  voluntarily  was  supplied, — there 
have  been  idleness,  discontent  and  strife.*  But  in  those  islands, 
where  the  emancipation  was  immediate  and  entire,  where  the 
freedmen  were  placed  at  once  under  the  inBuence  of  the  same 
motives  to  industry  and  good  conduct,  that  operate  to  produce 
these  virtues  in  other  men,  there  have  been  quietness,  and  industry, 
and  increased  enjoyment  of  life. 

In  the  1st  number  of  the  ConstUutional  Magazine,  publislied 
in  LfOndon,  last  August,  there  is  an  article,  evidently  written  by 
one  who  is  not  a  zealous  Abolitionist,  on  ''  the  workings  of  the 
Slave  Emancipation  Bill,''  which  fully  sustains,  by  facts  that 
will  uot  be  questioned,  all  tliat  we  have  said  upon  the  subject. 
It  is  with  pleasure  that  we  refer  our  readers  also  to  a  recent  pub- 
lication from  the  pen  of  our  talented,  and  devoted  fellow-laborer, 
Mrs.  Child, —  "The  Anti-Slavery  Catechism,"  —  in  which,  to- 
gether with  much  other  elementary,  fundamental  information, 
she  has  given  the  best  account  of  this  matter  that  we  have  seen.^ 

One  of  the  beneBcent  purposes  of  this  Society,  and  its  associates, 
is  to  promote  the  improvement  of  the  free  people  of  color.    With 
'  this  view,  more  than  iwo  years  ago,  efforts  were  commenced  for 
the  establishment  of  a  Manual  Labor  School,  somewhere  in  New- 
England.     Several  thousand  dollars  were  subscribed,  and  several 

*  There  have  not  been,  however,  eyen  in  thoie  ielandfl,  any  msorreciions  er 
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places  were  recommended,  as  suitable  for  such  an  establishment 
The  Trustees  and  patrons  of  Noyes  Academy  in  Canaan,  N.  H. 
at  length  made  such  representations,  and  offered  such  inducemeDts, 
that  it  was  thought  best  to  bestow  all  the  patronage,  we  could  af- 
ford, upon  that  institution,  on  the  condition  that  its  advantage 
should  be  afforded  to  colored  youth,  upon  the  same  terms  as  to 
those  who  are  white.  Our  sanguine  brother,  Geo.  Kimball,  ex- 
erted himself  with  an  assiduity,  deserving  as  high  praise  as  it  would 
have  receiyed,  if  it  had  been  .  completely  successful.  Ten  or 
twelve  colored  young  men  were  admitted  into  the  Academy,  and 
for  a  while  we  were  encouraged  to  believe  that  the  place  was  found, 
where  they  might  enjoy  unmolested  the  means  of  acquiring  a  good 
education.  But  the  10th  of  August  last  dispelled  the  pleasing 
hope.  The  following  is  the  official  account  of  their  proceedings, 
which  the  destroyers  of  **^ Noyes  Academy"  had  the  effrontery  to 
publish  in  the  ^^ Kew-Hampshire  Pairiot,^^ 

"  Agreeably  to  the  vote  of  the  town  of  Canaan,  in  the  County 
of  Grafton,  and  Slate  of  New-Hampshire,  passed  at  a  legal  Town 
Meeting,  holden  on  the  31st  day  of  July  last,  the  Superintending 
Committee  appointed  by  said  town  to  remove  the  "  Noyes  Acad- 
emy," proceeded  at  7  o'clock,  A.  M.  of  the  10th  Inst,  to  discharge 
their  duty,  the  performance  of  which  they  believe  the  interest  of 
the  town,  the  honor  of  the  State,  and  the  good  of  the  whole  com- 
munity, (both  black  and  tc^AtVe)  required  without  delay. 

At  an  early  hour,  the  people  of  this  town,  and  from  the  neigh- 
boring towns  assembled,  full  of  the  spirit  of  '75,  to  the  number  of 
about  three  hundred,  wkh  between  ninety  and  one  hundred  yoke 
of  oxen,  and  wuh  all  the  necessary  materials  for  the  completion 
of  the  undertaking.  Many  of  the  most  respectable  and  wealthy 
farmers  of  this  and  the  adjacent  towns,  rendered  their  assistance 
on  the  occasion. 

Much  credit  is  due  to  the  patriotic  and  public  spirited  town  of 
Enfield,  for  their  prompt  and  efficient  services. 

The  work  was  commenced  and  carried  on  with  very  little  noise, 
considering,  the  number  engaged,  uniil  the  building  was  safely 
landed  on  the  common  near  the  Baptist  Meeting-house,  where  it 
stands,  not  like  the  woiHiment  on  '*  Bunker's  Heights,"  erected  in 
memory  of  those  departed  spirits,  wliich  fought  and  fell  struggling 
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for  liberty  ^  but  as  the  monument  of  ihe  folly  of  those  Tiving  spit  its, 
wlio  are  struggling  to  destroy  what  our  fathers  have  gamed." 

A  number  of  sentiments,  prepared  for  the  occasion  hy  Mr. 
Eastman,  were  then  read  and  received  with  great  applause. 

"  After  which  Mr.  Barber,  in  behalf  of  the  town  and  Commit- 
tee, tendered  his  thanks  to  the  company,  for  their  efficient  and  en- 
ergetic assistance  on  the  occasion.  The  company  then  retired  to 
tlieir  respective  homes ;  so  ended  the  day  ;  joyful  to  the  friend  of 
bis  country,  but  sorrowful  to  the  Abolitionists. 

JACOB  TRDSSELL,  for  ihe  Commttiee." 

Canaan,  August  11,  1835. 

Hereafter  we  trust  we  shall  not  be  charged  with  bringing  a  false 
accusation,  when  we  repeat  what  too  many  facts  have  compelled 
us  to  say,  that  in  New-England,  in  this  community  which  is  so  re- 
nowned for  its  religious  and  literary  institutions  —  especially  for 
its  system  of  scl)Ools  —  that  even  here  there  is  a  most  relentless 
spirit  of  hostility  to  any  plan  for  the  improvement  and  elevation 
of  the  j)eople  of  color.  The  children  of  ttiis  class  are  not  ad- 
mitted into  any  of  our  High  Schools  or  Academies ;  and  three  at- 
tempts, to  establish  schools  of  a  higher  order  for  them,  have  been 
thwarted  by  the  violent  opposition  of  those,  who  claim  to  belong 
to  tlie  respectable  part  of  the  community.  We  refer  to  •*  the 
Collegiate  School  on  the  manual  labor  system,"  which  it  was  pro- 
posed to  establish  at  New- Haven —  to  the  Misses  Crandall's  school 
for  girls  at  Canterbury* — and  to  that,  of  which  we  have  just 
spoken,  at  Canaan.  What  cmild  be  more  ungenerous,  and  incon- 
sistent too,  than  to  insist,  as  very  many  do,  that  jibe  Africans  and 
their  descendants  are  an  inferior  race  of  human  beings,  and  at 
the  same  time  withhold  from  them  those  intellectual  and  moral 
means,  which,  with  all  our  naiurul  superiority,  we  find  to  be  neces- 
sary for  our  improvement  ?  II A  we  claim  for  them  is,  tl)at  they 
have  an  equal  chance  to  rise  aiiiong  us.f    It  is  no  honor  to  the 

*  A  (nil  Mid  tccvita  aceowit  of  the  disgraeeTul  proeeedingi  at  New-HaTan 
and  Canterlmrj,  may  be  fomid  in  Jodgo  Jay's  Inquiry,  pa|re  28,  et  $eq. 

t  We  long  to  aee  among  our  white  countrymen  an  evidence  of  the  geaorona 
apirit,  which  dictated  the  following 

**  Reply  of  Sir  J.  C.  Smyth,  Governor  of  Berbtee,  to  an  Addreaa  of  the 
••  Ftoe  people  of  Color/'  tbankbg  him  for  the  relief  affi>rded  them  Irom  civil 
ditfahilitjea. 
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whites  to  keep  in  advance,  so  long  as  the  blacks  are  chained  be- 
hind. 

On  the  21st  of  August  last,  slavery  was  rocked  in  the  cradle  of 
Kberty.  Fanenil  Hall,  which  was  refused  a  few  weeks  before  to 
t!ie  New-England  Anti-Slavery  Convention,  was  thrown  open  by 
the  City  Governntient  to  a  meeting,  held  for  the  pur|>ose  of  pro- 
tecting American  slaveholders  in  their  utter  violation  of  all  those 
rights  of  man,  wl^ich  Americans  have  professed  before  the  world 
to  respect ;  protecting  them  too,  not  from  an  attempt  to  deliver 
tlieir  bondmen  from  their  hands  by  force,  but  from  an  attempt  to 
induce  them  to  set  their  captives  free.  Henceforth  let  Ichabod  be 
written  on  those  walls. 

We  are  happily  relieved  from  the  painful  duty  of  commenting 
at  length  upon  the  riotous  proceedings  in  Boston,  on  the  21st  of 
October,  by  the  particular,  very  able,  and  piquant  Report  of  the 
Boston  Female  Anti-Slavery  Society,  which  will  probably  be  ex- 
tant in  a  few  days.  Why  it  has  not  been  published  ere  this  we 
know  not.  To  that  masterly  document  we  gladly  refer  for  the  details 

GcifTLCMEir, 

The  law  in  British  Goiaiui  acknowledgeji  oo  difiereDces  amongst  his  Majesty's 
subjects  in  the  exercise  of  their  civil  and  political  rights,  founded  upon  so  casoal 
and  trifling  a  distinction  as  the  color  of  a  man's  skin. 

In  the  discharge  of  my  duty,  and  in  appointing  to  sach  Taeancies  as  may  oe- 
cnr»  in  either  oar  civil  or  military  establishments,  you  may  depend  upon  it  that 
the  eligibility  of  the  candidate,  and  his  fitness  for  the  office,  will  be  my  only  con- 
sideration, and  that  I  shall  know  no  distinctions  bat  those  cansed  by  virtue  and 
▼ice,  loyalty  and  disloyalty.  Under  the  circamstances  in  which  yoa  are  placed 
by  the  law,  and  with  the  conviction  yoa  cannot  bat  entertain  of  its  being  the  firm 
intention  of  His  M^esty's  Government  not  to  permit  the  continuance  of  distinc- 
tions either  theoretically  or  practically,  founded  upon  color,  let  me  earnestly  en- 
treat of  you  to  endeavor,  on  your  parts,  to  forget  the  words,  and  to  present  to  the 
Government  no  farther  petitions  or  addresses  as  *'  men  of  color.'*  Yoa  will  a*- 
Auie,  without  farther  difficulty,  that  place  in  Society  to  which  your  abilities,  in- 
formation, or  wealth  may  entitle  you.  All*  laws  injuriously  afiecting  yoa  are  ab- 
rogated. His  Majesty's  Government  have  repeatedly  expressed  their  fixed  de- 
termmation  to  throw  open  the  doors,  leading  to  every  department  in  tlie  service  of 
the  State,  to  your  talents.  You  have  now,  consequently,  the  rood  hefott  you 
equally  with  your  fellow  subjects  of  a  fairer  complexion.  Endeavor  to  outstrip 
your  competitors  in  the  acquirement  of  knowledge,  the  practice  of  virtue,  and  in 
morality  of  conduct  By  these  means  yoa  will  conqner  the  esteem  of  the  most 
prejudiced,  and  become  entitled  to  every  reward  and  disthiction  a  just  and  dis- 
criminating Government  may  have  it  in  its  power,  to  bestow  upon  you." 
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of  a  transaction,  which  inflicted  an  indelible  disgrace  upon  tbia 
metropolis  ;  and  also  for  abundant  evidence  that  those  ladies,  who 
have  espoused  the  cause  of  our  oppressed  countrymen  and  coun- 
trywomen, perfecily  understand  the  merits  of  the  cause,  aud  can 
wield,  wit!)  no  common  dexterity  and  force,  the  weapons  of  our 
warfare,  which  are  not  carnal,  but  spiritual. 

The  mob  in  Boston  !  —  the  birth  place  of  the  American  Revolu- 
tion ! —  "in  broad  day  light  and  in  broad  cloth  —  the  mob  in 
Washington  Street "  to  prevent  the  exercise  of  the  liberty  of 
speech,  and  of  tlie  right  peaceably  to  assemble,  —  it  can  never  be 
forgotten  !     The  infamy  thereof  will  be  eternal ! 

On  the  same  day  a  similar  outrage  was  perpetrated  at  Utica, 
New-York.  Of  these  things  we  have  not  time  to  speak.  Nor  is 
their  need  we  should.  They  are  in  every  mouth.  They  are 
among  the  most  signal  events  of  the  year.  They  have  arrested 
the  attention  of  all  men.  They  have  carried  deep  into  many 
minds  the  conviction,  that  slavery  has  well-nigh  destroyed  "  that 
reverence  for  liberty  which  is  the  vital  principle  of  our  Republic," 
and  that  it  must  be  speedily  abolished,  or  our  own  freedom  will 
be  but  a  name.*  ' 

In  (his  connection,  and  in  the  order  of  time,  we  would  now  call 
your  particular  attention  to  "  Dr.  Channing's  book  on  Slavery." 
The  appearance  of  this  book  we  consider  very  auspicious.  Not 
that  he  explicitly  favors  the  Abolitionists.  Nor  because  he  pro- 
poses any  other  plan  better  than  ours.  But  because  he  has  given 
to  the  public  a  luminous  exposition  of  the  rights  of  man,  of  the 
evils  of  slavery,  and  of  the  sin  of  reducing  a  rational  and  moral 
being  to  the  condition  of  a  piece  of  property.  And,  more  than 
all,  because  he  has  given  the  sanction  of  his  example  to  those, 
who  would  make  the  circumstances  of  our  enslaved  countrymen  a 
matter  of  investigation,  and  call  in  question  the  right  by  which 
they  are  subjected  to  degradation.  We  have  seen  in  the  occur- 
rences alluded  to  above,  how  many  there  are,  who  would  persuade, 
ay,  conipel  us  to  believe  that  because  the  Constitution  of  this  con- 
federacy permits  the  condnuance  of  slavery,  it  is  therefore   im- 

*  We  refer  our  readers  with  pleasure  to  the  Report,  just  published,  of  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  New-York  Anti-Slaverj  Convention,  held  at  Utica,  Oct,  21  — 
and  the  New-York  State  Anti-Slavery  Society,  held  at  Peterborough,  Oct  22  — 
especially  to  the  noble  speech  of  that  well-known  philanthropist,  Gerrit  Smith,  Esq. 
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proper  in  us  to  expose  the  wickedness  of  the  institution,  and  en- 
deavor so  to  change  public  opinion,  as  to  procure  its  abolition.  As 
soon  could  we  be  made  to  believe,  that  because  our  rnsigistrates  li« 
cense  the  manufacture  and  sale  of  ardent  spirii;s,  and  theatres,  and 
lotteries,  and  gambling  bouses,  we  ought  not  to  expose  the  sin  and 
misery,  which  flow  from  these  sources,  and  endeavor  by  all  right- 
eous means  to  put  a  stop  to  them.  We  thank  Dr.  Channing  for 
helping  us,  with  his  most  eloquent  pen  and  wide  spread  influence, 
to  repudiate  a  plea,  which,  if  it  be  sufiicient  to  bar  our  procedure, 
would  likewise  put  a  stop  to  the  progress  of  all  reformation.  Ac- 
cording to  his  precept  and  his  example  too,  eveiy  one  who  can  is 
bound  to  assist  in  bringing  slavery  to  an  end,  wliether  by  the  thril- 
ling appeal,  or  the  cogent  argument,  or  the  pertinent  fact  —  by 
whatever  may  help  to  expose  the  wrong,  or  to  illustrate  and  en- 
force the  right.  Being,  as  he  is,  one  of  the  most'  distinguished 
and  popular  of  American  writers,  his  book  has  introduced  the 
cause  of  the  slaves  to  thousands,  who  would  turn  contemptuously 
from  our  pages,  without  a  perusal. 

We  are  not  ungrateful  to  Dr.  Channing  for  his  generous 
cororoendation  of  the  characters  and  intentions  of  those  Aboli- 
tionists, with  whom  he  is  acquainted.  But  we  cannot  therefore 
permit  the  objections,  which  he  urges  against  our  procedure,  to 
pass  without  questioning  their  validity. 

He  finds  fault  with  our  doctrine,  or  rather  with  our  phrase, 
*'  immediate  emancipation,"  because  it  is  liable  to  be  misunder- 
stood. But,  we  think,  if  the  phrase  expresses  the  true  doctrine, 
it  ought  to  be  used,  and  explanations  be  patiently  given,  until  the 
true  doctrine,  expressed  in  suitable  phrase,  has  come  to  be  gen- 
erally understood,  received  and  obeyed.  Now,  we  regard  the 
doctrine  of  "  immediate  emancipation,"  as  the  inference,  which 
an  upright  mind  would  unavoidably  draw  from  a  due  considera- 
tion of  the  rights  of  man,  the  evils  of  slavery,  and  the  unpar- 
alleled iniquity  of  subjecting  a  human  being  to  such  degradation. 
Oq  each  of  these  points  Dr.  Channing's  views  are  clear,  and  he 
has  exhibited  them,  we  think,  so  that  the  feeblest  eye  may  see 
them.  And  it  is  plain  to  us,  that  be  has  drawn  the  same  iufer- 
ence,  that  we  have,  although  he  rejects  the  words,  in  which  we 
have  expressed  that  inference.     On  the  119tli  page  we  read  : 
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"  What  then  is  to  be  done  for  the  removaf  of  slarerj-  ?  In  ih4 
Jitst  ptace^  the  slave-holders  should  solemnly  disclaim  the  right  of 
property  in  human  beings.  The  great  principle,  (Imt  man  cannot 
belong  to  man,  should  be  distinctly  recognized.  The  slave 
should  be  acknowledged  as  a  partaker  of  a  common  nature,  as 
having  (he  essential  rights  of  humanity.  This  great  truth  lies  at 
the  foundation  of  every  wise  plan  for  his  relief.  The  cordial  ad- 
mission of  it  would  give  a  consciousness  of  dignity,  of  grandeur, 
to  efforts  for  emancfpation.  There  is,  indeed,  a  grandeur  in  the 
idea  of  raising  more  than  two  millions  of  hmnan  beings  to  tlie 
enjoyment  of  human  rights,  to  the  blessings  of  Christian  civiltza* 
tion,  to  the  means  of  indefinite  improvement.  The  slavc'^holding 
States  are  called  to  a  nobler  work  of  benevolence  tiian  is  conv* 
mitted  to  any  other  communities.  They  should  comprehend  rts 
dignity^  This  they  cannot  do,  till  the  slave  is  troly,  sincerely, 
with  the  mind  and  heart,  recognized  as  a  man,  till  he  ceases  to 
be  regarded  as  property." 

Now,  we  should  have  supposed,  if  the  writer  of  the  above  par* 
agraph  had  not  forbidden  the  supposition,  that  he  intended  therein 
to  inculcate  tlie  immediate  emancipation  of  the  slave  —  for  surely 
he  would  have  the  first  thing,  that  is  to  be  done  for  the  relief  of 
the  down  trodden  man,  done  immediately.  He  would  have  tiie 
foot  taken  from  his  neck  at  once.  He  v\ould  have  the  heavy  yoke 
that  crushes  him,  broken  without  delay.  Surely  he  would  have 
the  foundation  of  the  wise  plan  for  his  relief,  laid  immediately. 
He  would  not,  could  not  counsel  the  slaveholder  to  postpone  the 
recognition  of  the  right  of  his  slave  to  be  treated  as  a  man.  There 
13  a  remarkable  resemblance  between  what  Dr.  C.  says  ought  to 
be  done  in  the  first  place^  and  what  the  Abolitionists  have  hiaisted 
ought  to  be  done  immediately.  We  have  not  room  to  quote  (he 
passages,  but  confidently  refer  our  readers  to  our  publications  gen- 
erally.* The  objection,  that  the  phrase  "  immediate  emancipa- 
tion" requires  an  explanation,  lies  with  equal  force  against  every 
phrase  expressive  of  a  doctrine  in  theology,  or  a  principle  in  scf- 
ence,  until  that  terra  has  come,  by  use  and  repeated  explanation, 
Vb  be  readily  understood.  If  the  Abolitionists  are  teaching  any 
truth,  or  inculcating  any  duty,  which  is  unknown  or  disregarded 

•  Especially  to  the  Lectures  of  Rev.  A.  A.  Pbelp«. 
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by  the  people,  then  is  it  necessary  for  them,  if  they  would  arrest 
atteDtioo,  to  adopt  a  comprehensive  phrase,  expressive  of  the 
truth  and  the  duty,  on  which  they  insist.   Now,  *  immediate  eman* 
cipation'  is  the  phrase,  and  tlie  only  phrase,  that  expresses  the  right 
of  the  slave,  and  the  duty  of  the  master.     No  man  can  hold  his 
fellow  being  as  a  mere  piece  of  property,  as  a  domestic  animal, 
one  moment  without  tremendous  sin,  unless  he  does  it  ignorantly* 
And,  if  his  ignorance  be  his  own  fault,  (and  how  can  it  be  other- 
wise in  this  country  ?)  then  is  his  sin  the  same.     We  insist  upon 
immediate  emancipation  from  slavery,  as  the  right  of  the  oppressed 
and  the  duty  of  the  oppressor.     It  is  the  6rst  thing  to  be  done. 
Instead  of  being,  as  some  suppose,  the  consummation  of  the  great 
work  of  raising  the  slave  to  the  stature  of  a  freeman,  it  is  the  very 
beginning.     Break  the  yoke  that  bows  him  to  the  earth  as  a  brute, 
before  you  bid  him  try  to  walk  erect  as  a  man.    Renounce  all 
claim  of  property  in  him,  before  you  instruct  him  to  learn  and  do 
the  will  of  God.     Let  his  right,  his  inalienable  right,  his  birth-right 
to  the  improvement  of  ail  his  capacities  as  a  man  be  recognized 
and  secured,  else  will  your  eflbrts  for  his  improvement  be  feeble, 
ineffectual,  liable  to  be  frustrated  at  any  moment  by  a  caprice  of 
passion,  or  an  incident  in  fortune.     This  is  the  doctrine  we  preach. 
In  whatever  sense  we  use  the  word  immediate,  whether  in  regard 
to  time  or  order,  it  is  the  word  that  expresses  what  we  mean.     We 
insist  upon  it,  in  opposition  to  that  doctrine,  which  teaches  slave* 
holders  to  defer  to  another  generation,  or  to  some  future  time,  an 
act  of  common  humanity,  that  is  due  to  their  fellow  men  now,  and 
will  be  due  until  it  is  done.     We  insist  upon  it,  in  opposition  to 
that  scheme,  which  proposes  to  liberate  the  slave,  through  the 
medium  of  a  voyage  to  Africa. 

Dr.  Channing  objects,  that  the  use  of  the  phrase  *'  immediate 
emancipation  has  contributed  much  to  spread  far  and  wide  the  be- 
lief, that  the  Abolitionists  wished  immediately  to  free  the  slave  from 
all  his  restraints."  But  ought  we  to  be  held  responsible  for  this 
senseless,  this  wanton  misconstruction  of  words  ?  Is  emancipation 
from  slavery  equivalent  to  a  release  from  the  righteous  and  whole- 
some restraints  of  civil  government?  Freemen-— republican 
freemen  — are  subject  to  the  control  of  equal  laws.  And  is  it  riot 
A  wanton  misconstruction  of  our  words,  to  suppose  they  imply  re» 
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lease  from  the  restraints  to  which  freemen  are  subject  ?  We  would 
indeed  have  the  slaves  immediately  set  free  from  all  those  restraints 
which  operate  to  keep  them  slaves — for  no  men,  however  igno- 
rant, however  degraded,  however  wicked,  ought  to  be  slaves  a 
moment.  But  we  would  have  them  subjected  to  righteous  laws, 
and  to  any  other  salutary  control,  that  may  be  found  necessary  for 
their  good,  and  the  good  of  the  community.  From  the  beginning 
of  our  enterprise,  our  claim  for  them  has  been,  that  they  ought  to  be 
admitted  to  all  the  privileges  and  prerogatives  of  freemen,  only 
upon  the  same  conditions,  after  they  shall  have  acquired,  (those  of 
them  who  do  not  now  possess)  the  qualifications  demanded  of 
others. 

If  the  misapprehensions,  into  which  others  may  fall,  or  the  mis- 
representations they  may  be  pleased  to  make  of  our  language,  are 
good  reasons  why  we  should  not  use  language,  that  is  properly 
expressive  of  the  truth  or  the  duty  we  are  laboring  to  enforce, 
why,  there  is  an  end  to  all  improvement  in  the  theories  or  the 
practices  of  the  world. 

But  Dr.  C.  says  the  Abolitionists  ''  have  fallen  into  the  common 
error  of  enthusiasts,  that  of  exaggerating  their  object,  of  feeling  as 
if  no  evil  existed  but  that  which  they  opposed,  and  as  if  no  guilt 
could  be  compared  with  that  of  countenancing  or  upholding  it." 
We  grieve  that  he  suffered  this  censure  to  drop  from  his  pen.  It 
will  repress,  we  fear,  in  many  bosoms,  the  concern  which  was  be- 
gining  to  rise  for  the  slaves  and  the  slave-holders  in  our  land.  There 
b  no  danger  we  shall  esteem  the  evil  of  their  condition  to  be  great- 
er than  it  is.  We  see  all  about  us  an  alarming  insensibility  or  in- 
difference. "  Suppose,"  to  use  the  words  of  Dr.  C.  on  the  137ih 
page,  '<  suppose  that  millions  of  white  men  were  enslaved,  robbed 
of  all  their  rights,  in  a  neighboring  country,  and  enslaved  by  a 
black  race,  who  had  torn  their  ancestors  from  the  shores  on  which 
our  fathers  had  lived.  How  deeply  should  we  feel  their  wrongs ! '' 
Yes,  how  deeply  would  the  whole  community  feel  their  wrongs ! 
Ay,  how  much  more  deeply  would  even  the  Abolitionists  feel  b 
that  case !  Yet,  why  should  we  not  all  feel  as  much  in  the  case  that 
actually  exists,  as  in  the  one  supposed  ?  We  are  unable  to  find  a 
reason,  of  which  we  are  not  ashamed.  Lict  any  person  who 
thinks  we  may  be  in  danger  of  estimating  too  highly  the  guilt  of 
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countenancing  or  upholding  slaveiyi  read  Dr.  Channing'a  chapter 
on  the  "  Evils  of  Slavery/'  and  then  show  us,  if  he  can,  wherein 
we  have  exaggerated  them. 

Again,  Dr.  Channing  objects  to  our  manner  of  forming  associa- 
tions. *'  The  Abolitionists  might  have  formed  an  association  ;  but 
it  should  have  been  an  elective  one.  Men  of  strong  principles, 
judiciousness,  sobriety,  should  have  been  carefully  sought  as  mem- 
bers. Much  good  might  have  been  accomplished  by  the  co-opera- 
tion of  such  philanthropists."  About  as  much  good,  we  opine,  as 
has  been  accomplished  by  the  American  Union,  which  is,  or  was 
an  elective  association.  Why  did  not  Dr,  Channing  himself,  years 
ago,  seek  out  men  of  such  strong  principles,  judiciousness,  sobriety, 
to  co-operate  with  him,  or  with  one  another,  for  the  relief  of  our  en- 
slaved countrymen  ?  Doubtless  because  he  was  not  moved  thereto 
by  as  deep  a  sense  of  their  wrongs,  as  he  now  feels  ;  or  because 
the  considerations  which  have  at  length  impelled  him  to  lift  up  his 
voice,  in  the  cause  of  the  slave,  did  not  then  press  upon  his  mind. 
Or  in  other  words,  perhaps,  because  he  was  not  an  enthusiast  in 
this  matter.  *  Enthusiasts,'  we  are  aware,  is  an  epithet  of  reproach. 
Yet  it  is  the  epithet  bestowed  upon  a  sort  of  men  who  are  adapted, 
in  the  providence  of  (rod,  to  do  as  important  services  as  any 
other.  They  are  the  men  who  begin  all  difScult  enterprises. 
They  are  the  pioneers  of  reform.  If  it  be  not  so ;  why,  we  ask 
it  before  the  world,  why,  we  ask  it  before  the  Searcher  of  all  hearts, 
why  did  the  judicious  and  the  sober  leave  it  for  enthusiasts  to 
begin  this  great  work  in  our  land  ?  And  why  have  they  not  come 
to  our  aid  before  now  ?  If  we  had  elected  the  wise  and  prudent, 
would  they  have  associated  with  us  ?  Are  they  the  men  to  bear 
the  brunt  of  a  moral  conflict  ?  Not  many  wise,  (as  this  world 
counts  wisdom)  not  many  rich,  not  many  mighty,  ever  were  found 
among  the  leaders  of  reform.  God  has  always  chosen  the  foolish 
to  confound  the  wise. 

By  the  foolishness  of  'preaching  the  simple  truth  that  the  slaves 
are  men,  and  ought  to  be  immediately  recognized  and  treated  as 
men,  we  have  confounded,  moved,  aroused,  our  guilty  nation. 
And  now  that  the  "  men  of  strong  principles,  judiciousness, 
sobriety"  are,  or  soon  will  be  constrained  to  speak  and  act,  we 
and  our  enslaved  brethren  shall  have  the  benefit  of  their  counsels 
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and  co-operation.  We  followed  tbe  example  of  our  Lord,  wlio 
went  himself,  and  sent  his  disciples,  at  one  time  twelve,  at  another 
time  seventy,  preaching  the  truth  in  every  town  and  village,  not 
to  select  audiences,  but  to  such  as  had  ears  to  hear.  We  elected 
no  man;  but  we  prayed  the'  Father  of  Spirits  to  elect  many 
to  this  great  work,  by  convicting  them  of  the  sin  of  indifference 
to  the  awful  transgression  of  our  land,  baptizing  them  unto  the 
spirit  of  impartial  love,  and  filling  their  hearts  with  sympathy  for 
the  wrongs  of  the  down-trodden  slaves. 

We  are  aware  of  the  evils,  which  may  arise,  and  often  do  arise, 
from  the  associated  action  of  large  numbers  of  men.  Dr.  Cban- 
ning  has  hinted  at  some  of  them,  and  we  thank  him  for  the  ad- 
monition, which  cannot  be  too  often  given,  unless  it  prevent  men 
from  associating  for  the  promotion  of  any  good  object.  We  would 
have  every  individual  so  deeply  conscious  of  his  individual  respon- 
sibleness,  that  the  influence  of  no  numbers,  however  large,  shall 
overbear  his  personal  conviction  of  what  is  right.  But  on  the 
other  hand,  we  see  not  what  individual  action  would  ever  accom- 
plish for  the  general  good,  if  it  should  continue  individual.  Surely 
it  is  not  until  the  individual,  who  has  discovered  some  new  truth, 
or  detected  some  error  at  the  foundation  of  the  existing  state  of 
things,  has  brought  others  to  see  with  his  eyes,  and  to  actin  ac- 
cordance with  their  new  views,  not  till  then,  that  he  can  be  said  to 
have  effected  anything  for  the  good  of  society.  All  will  allow,  that 
the  discoveries  or  conceptions,  which  have  led  to  the  improvements 
that  have  blessed  the  world,  have  originated  with  individual 
minds.  This  has  been  the  case  in  science,  politics,  and  religion. 
And  they,  who  have  thus  given  the  first  impulse  to  any  reforma- 
tion, are  remembered  as  among  tlie  chief  benefactors  of  the  world. 
But  how  have  they  done  the  good,  for  wliich  we  bless  them  ?  We 
answer  by  giving  rise  to  associated  sentiment  and  action.  We 
care  not  for  the  outward  forms,  the  ceremony  and  circumstance 
of  societies,  any  farther  than  they  manifest  to  the  world  the  exist- 
ence and  diffusion  of  the  senUment,  that  is  to  effect  the  desired 
good.  But  we  demand  how  will  this  renovated  sentiment  be  dif- 
fused, without  associated  influence  and  action  ?  If  it  be  confined 
to  tbe  boiom  of  the  individual,  will  it  not  be  like  a  talent  wrapped 
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up  in  a  napkin  ?  How  does  "  the  enthusiasm  of  the  individual," 
which  Dr.  Channing  says,  **  is  a  mighty  power,"  how  does  it 
operate  for  good,  but  by  carr}'ing  the  truth,  which  has  aroused 
itself ''  far  into  other  souls,"  enkindling  them  with  devotion  to  the 
same  good  cause,  and  thus  ensuring  their  co-operation,  their  asso- 
ciated action  ?  We  have  the  authority  of  our  Savior  and  the  Apos* 
ties,  for  resorting  to  the  instrumentality  of  associations.  One  of  the 
first  acts  of  Christ's  public  ministry  was  to  call  to  him,  and  associ- 
ate with  him,  twelve  men.  'Tis  true,  they  did  not  form,  what  in 
our  day,  is  technically  called  **a  society."  They  did  not  appoint 
officers,  excepting  only  a  treasurer.*  But  they  certainly  were 
associated,  and  acted  for  one  common  object.  And  at  an  early 
period,  societies  for  the  maintenance  and  promotion  of  the  Chris- 
tian faith,  were  instituted  by  the  Apostles,  in  the  chief  cities 
of  the  Roman  Empire,  having  their  officers,  whose  titles  are  so 
familiar,  they  need  not  be  named.  Now  we  will  not  deny,  that 
the  evils  pointed  out  by  Dr.  Channing,  were  found  to  arise  from 
these  associations,  and  subsequent  ones  like  them.  Yet  we  trust 
much  greater  good  has  resuhed  from  them ;  nor  do  we  believe 
that  Dr.  Channing  would  venture  to  intimate,  that  the  religion  of 
Christ  would  have  been  preserved  and  diffiised  in  the  world,  if 
such  associations  had  not  been  formed.  After  all  then,  the  only 
objection  that  can  rest  against  associations  is  that  (like  everything 
else)  they  are  liable  to  abuses.  He  does  a  valuable  service,  who 
points  out  the  abuses,  to  which  they  are  liable.  But  he  would  do 
an  immeasurable  evil,  who  should  persuade  men  to  renounce  or 
refrain  from  them. 

We  have  commented  thus  at  length,  and  freely,  upon  this  work, 
because  we  know  that  few  writers  in  our  country  act  u|K)n  more 
minds,  than  Dr.  Channing,  and  therefore  we  especially  deprecate 
the  influence  of  any  mistakes,  into  which  he  has  fallen.  Still  we 
are  not  behind  others  in  our  approbation  of  a  very  large  proportion 
of  his  work  ;  nor  in  our  adniiration  of  the  man,  who  enjoying  as  he 
did  in  the  utmost  serenity,  the  highest  reputation  as  a  writer  and  a 
divine,  has,  for  the  love  of  humanity,  put  at  hazard  the  repose 
perhaps  of  the  rest  of  his  life ;  and  sacrificed  thousands  of  the  ar- 
dent admirers  of  his  genius  and  bb  eloquence. 

*  Judaa  wai  appointed  to  keep  the  bag. 
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Once  more  then.  Dr.  Cbanomg  expresses  his  belief  that  the 
Abolitionists  have  been  signally  unsuccessful  in  the  course  they 
have  adopted — 'Mhat  nothing  seems  to  have  been  gained,  and 
something  has  been  lost  to  the  cause  of  freedom  and  humanity." 
Now  to  quiet  this  apprehension,  it  were  enough  to  point  to  his 
book,  and  ask,  would  it  have  been  written,  if  the  country  had  not 
been  so  agitated  by  the  discussion  of  this  great  question,  over 
which  until  lately  the  wise  as  well  as  the  foolish  were  in  a  deep 
sleep,  as  to  create  a  demand  for  such  an  exertion  as  he  could  make 
to  give  direction  to  the  public  mind  ?  If  we  had  done  no  more, 
than  call  out  his  book,  we  should  have  done  some  good,  for  surely 
his  book  is  a  gain  to  the  cause  of  freedom  and  humanity.  He  has 
called  the  attention  of  our  community  back  to  the  consideration, 
nay  more  he  has  given  them  a  new  and  higher  exposition,  of  those 
momentous  principles  on  which  our  salvation  as  a  nation  depends. 
And  the  disclosures  of  the  past  year  have  shown,  only  too  plainly, 
to  what  a  frightful  extent  these  principles  have  been  and  are  disre- 
garded, or  unknown,  even  in  New  England. 

"  If,"  says  Mr.  Webster,*  «'  there  be  any  among  us,  jo  high,  as 
to  be  too  high  for  the  authority  of  the  law,  or  so  low  as  to  be  too 
low  for  its  regard  and  protection  ;  or  if  there  be  any  who  by  any 
means  whatever,  may  exempt  themselves  from  its  control,  then  to 
that  extent  we  have  failed  to  maintain  an  equal  government." 
Tried  by  this  rule,  how  glaringly  unequal  does  our  government 
appear  !  Here  at  the  north,  men  of  '*  property  and  standing," 
are  so  high,  that  they  may  do  things  with  impunity,  ior  which 
other  men  would  be  heavily  fined  or  imprisoned.  They  may  issue 
murderous  handbills  to  mislead  and  infuriate  the  populace.  They 
may  wantonly  destroy  the  property,  and  assault  violently  the  per- 
sons of  their  fellow  citizens.  And  the  Government  stands  by, 
without  making  an  effort  to  detect  the  instigators  of  the  outrage  ; 
or  to  bring  to  punishment  those,  who  were  seen  to  perpetrate  it.f 
For  such  offences,  ay,  for  less  than  these,  men  of  another  descrip- 

*  At  the  doM  of  his  letter  to  the  Aoti-masoiiB  of  Pennijlvania. 
t  Hie  text  does  not  tell  the  whole  truth.     Two  of  the  promiDent  rioters  in 
Boston,  were  soon  after  elected  to  the  Legislatare  —  and  one  of  them  was  also 
chosen  an  overseer  or  director  of  the  House  of  Correction,  to  keep  powr  rognes  in 
order. 
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tion  would  ha?e  been,  without  delay,  taken  into  the  custody  of  the 
guardians  of  the  public  peace,  and  made  to  feel  the  stern  control 
of  offended  justice. 

At  the  South,  there  are  more  than  two  millions  of  men  so  low, 
as  to  be  no  more  regarded  or  protected  by  the  law,  than  the  do- 
mesticated brutes  are.  More  than  two  millions  are  there,  who 
may  suffer  the  greatest  injuries  men  can  inflict  upon  each  other, 
and  have  no  redress.  Indeed  should  they  dare  to  approach  a 
Court  of  Justice,  to  prefer  a  complaint,  they  would  be  spumed 
from  it  by  the  magistrate,  and  probably  receive  some  summary 
punishment  for  their  insolence,  in  presuming  to  complain.  What 
nation  on  earth  presents  so  glaring  an  example  of  unequal  goV' 
ernmentf  as  our  own,  when  looked  at  in  the  light  of  Mr.  Webster's 
wisdom. 

Such  being  the  condition  of  our  country,  surely  it  is  a  gain  to 
the  cause  of  freedom  and  humanity,  that  Dr.  Channing  has  been 
called  out  to  write  a  book,  in  which  on  the  one  hand  he  vindicates 
the  right  of  the  slave  to  the  prerogatives  of  a  man,  and  on  the 
other  hand,  solemnly  admonishes  the  freeman,  that  he  is  the  sub- 
ject of  law ;  and  that  a  mobocrat  is  a  usurper  and  rebel. 

A  few  days  after  the  publication  of  the  above-mentioned  book, 
there  appeared  a  large  pamphlet  written  by  a  citizen  of  Boston, 
entitled,  "  Remarks  upon  Dr.  Channing's  Slavery."  We  know 
not  who  wrote  it.  We  trust  the  author  will  never  own  his  work. 
It  was  evidently  written  by  one  who  has  neither  faith  in  God,  nor 
faith  in  man. 

Whatever  agency  we  may  have  had,  in  creating  the  occasion 
and  demand  for  the  book,  to  the  review  of  which  we  have  just 
devoted  several  pages,  it  is  but  a  very  small  part  of  what  we  have 
been  instrumental  in  effecting,  for  the  relief  of  our  enslaved  and 
degraded  countrymen*  Millions  in  this  Republic  were  crying  for 
justice,  for  mercy,  for  the  inalienable  rights  of  man,  for  their  por* 
tion  of  that  bread  which  comes  down  from  heaven  ;  and  their  cry 
was  unheeded.  The  North  had  conspired  with  the  South  against 
them.  The  wise  and  prudent  deemed  it  impolitic  to  interfere  for 
their  relief.  The  rich,  the  mighty,  the  rulers  of  the  people, 
scowled  reproof  upon  all,  who  would  disturb  the  established  order 
of  things,  although  under  it  millions  of  human  beings  u^ere  crushed. 
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And  even  the  preachers  of  the  Gospel  put  not  forth  a  6nger  to 
break  the  yoke,  or  lighten  the  heavy  burden,  under  which  they 
saw  our  countrymen  oppressed  and  groaning.  But  against  this 
arroy  of  opposers,  we  have  been  enabled  to  persevere,  until  we 
have  brought  the  condition  of  the  enslaved  in  our  land  to  be  the 
great  concern  of  our  nation.  It  is  inevitable  that  it  is  to  occtipy 
the  thoughts  and  feelings  of  our  national  Legislature,  during  their 
present  session,  more  than  any  other,  or  all  other  topics  together. 

The  review  of  the  past  year  will  leave,  no  doubt,  in  the  mind 
of  any  one,  that  the  subject  of  slavery  is  up  for  the  consideration 
and  action  of  the  American  people.  To  bring  it  thus  before  them 
was  of  course  our  first  object,  and,  thanks  to  our  opposers,  scarce- 
ly less  than  our  friends,  never  was  an  object  more  completely  at- 
tained. It  needs  no  supernatural  vision  to  foresee,  that  hereafter, 
slavery  will  be  talked  about,  and  written  about,  by  private  indi- 
viduals, and  public  men,  in  the  circles  of  domestic  and  social 
life,  and  in  the  Halls  of  Legislation,  until  it  is  totally  abolished. 
This  result  is  tiow  inevitable.  How  soon  it  will  take  place,  we 
cannot  with  certainty  predict,  but  have  reason  to  believe  that  many 
here  present,  may  live  to  see  it,  and  live  many  years  after  it.*  In 
what  precise  manner  this  result  will  be  accomplished,  we  are 
equally  unable  to  foretell ;  but  fotidly  cherish  the  hope  that  it  will 
be  a  bloodless  victory  of  truth  over  error,  right  over  wrong,  hu- 
manity over  oppression. 

We  are  aware  many  apprehend,  that  the  change  we  propose  in 
the  condition  of  nearly  one  fifth  of  our  whole  population  cannot  be 
wrought  without  a  terrible,  a  sanguinary  conflict.  But  we  do  not 
so  despair  of  justice,  honor,  benevolence,  religion.     Our  hope  in 

*  One  of  the  Botton  ministeri,  as  we  have  been  informed  by  a  penon  who 
heard  htm  at  Thnraday  Lecture  a  few  weeks  ago,  in  a  discourse  upon  the  improv- 
ed and  improving  state  of  onr  times,  ottered  the  following  sentences  : — **  Slavery 
too  most  come  to  an  end.  Bot  it  may  not  be  in  onr  day.  It  may  not  be  eflboted 
by  the  discussions  and  resolotions  of  a  little  knot  of  ^Iwlitionists,  or  by  foreign 
interference,  or  by  domestic  indiscretion."  We  preserve  this  as  a  specimen  of 
the  milder  tone  of  doubt,  contempt  and  condemnation,  which  the  preachers  of 
religion  have  adopted  towards  us.  Have  they  too  forgotten  that  the  religion 
whkh  they  now  preach  tolaigOr  and  wealthy  and  fashionable  assemblies,  under 
«  marble  domes  and  gilded  spires,"  was  at  first  listened  to  with  favor  only  by  a 
little  knot  of  disposed  persons,  called  Christians,  who  were  persecuted  in  every 
city? 
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these  18  tamed  to  laitb,  when  we  cast  our  eyes  across  the  Atlamic, 
and  see  how  great  a  work,  of  the  same  kind  we  have  to  do^  has 
been  done  by  the  moral  power  of  a  people  speaking  the  same  lan- 
guage, and  professing  the  same  religion  with  ourselves.  It  is  true 
the  work  which  diis  nation  must  perform  in  deference  to  the  rights 
ofman^  is  much  greater  than  diat  which  England  has  accomplished. 
It  is  true  the  two  classes  of  our  countrymen,  whose  rights  are.  to 
be  equalized,  are  situated  with  relation  to  each  other,  and  to  the 
rest  of  the  nation,  somewhat  differently  from  die  parties  concerned 
in  the  questbn  of  slavery  under  the  British  Government.  This 
is  frequently  urged  as  a  reason  why  we  should  not  look  to  the  suc- 
cess there,  as  a  groimd  of  edcouragement  to  our  e^rts  here.  But 
why  ?  The  differences  referred  to  are  not  essential  They  do 
not  affect  the  principles  on  which  our  success  depends.  The 
morality  of  the  two  cases  is  precisely  the  same.  And  it  is  worthy 
to  be  remembered  that  precisely  the  same  objections  were  urged 
against  the  procedure  of  the  Abolitionists  in  EIngland,  that  are  now 
opposed  to  us ;  and  very  similar  obstacles  thrown  in  their  way, 
that  are  thrown  in  ours.  Then  it  should  be  borne  in  mind,  as  a 
circumstance  favorable  to  our  enterprise,  that  the  sentiments 
and  feelings  of  the  British  nation  on  this  subject,  as  on  every  other, 
cannot  fail  to  be  diffused  among  us,  their  literature  being  intimate- 
ly blended  with  our  own.  So  that  we  are  contending  upon  a 
vantage  ground,  gained  by  our  trans- Atlantic  brethren,  who  estab- 
lished the  claim  of  the  African  to  be  considered  in  all  respects  a 
man --^  and  accumulated  much  incontestible  evidence  to  prove 
that  it  is  always  sq/e,  as  well  as  right,  to  treat  him  as  a  man. 
Why,  then,  should  we  be  disheartened,  though  it  appears  that  our 
country  is  to  be  the  theatre  of  the  severest  conffict  for  human 
rights  the  world  has  ever  known  ?  We  have  been  so  boastful  of 
our  devotion  to  this  sacred  cause,  it  is  well  the  depth  of  that  at- 
tachment should,  be  proved  —  the  strength  of  our  republicaa  pria- 
ciples  fully  tried.  If  we  unfeignedly  believe  those  great  truths, 
which  our  nation  propounded  to  the  world,  we  shall  brave  the  con- 
troversy, in  the  highest  confidence  of  success.  We  shall,  we  must 
prevail  over  all  the  opposition,  that  the  prejudices,  the  fears,  and 
the  sordid  selfishness  of  men  may  array  against  us.  , 
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But,  bowev^  sure  of  victory,  we  may  not  with  impunity  to  our 
cause,  forget  for  a  moment,  that  this  is  a  spiritual  warfare.  It  tb 
peculiarly  incumbent  upon  us,  as  far  as  in  us  lies,  to  prevent  it 
from  degeneratmg  into  a  war  of  passion,  and  brute  force.  While 
on  the  one  hand,  we  must  not  suffer  obloquy  and  outrage,  and 
threats  of  personal  violence,  to  provoke  or  alarm  us  to  resort  to 
any  other  weapons  than  those,  which  are  mighty  througklGod,  to 
the  pulling  down  of  strong  holds  ;  we  must  not,  on  the  other  hand, 
unnecessarily  provoke  the  passk)ns  of  those,  whSse  awful  violations 
of  the  first  principles  of  humanity,  it  is  our  duly  to  expose.  This  ex- 
posure, however  kindly  made,  may  offend  them.  If  so,  the  fauh 
is  theirs.  Such  provocation  may  lead  them  to  repentance.  It  is 
this  we  are  aiming  to  effect.  Our  object  is  not  ^to  compel  the 
slave-holders  by  physical  force,  to  emancipate  their  slaves  —  but 
by  the  fprce  of  truth  and  argument,  by  appeals  to  their  feelings 
as  men,  and  their  consciences  as  accountable  beings.)  ^^ow  if  we 
would  prosecute  our  endeavors  to  do  the  latter,  with  the  hope  of 
success,  it  is  obvious  we  must  convince  them  that  we  would  not 
do  the  former,  under  any  circumstances,  nor  for  any  considera- 
tion. 

Our  solemn  declaration  is  before  the  world,  that  "  we  will  never 
in  any  way'countenance  the  oppressed  in  vindicating  their  rights 
by  resorting  to  physical  force."  And  many  of  the  events  of  the 
past  year  must  have  convinced  unprejudiced  minds,  [that  Aboli- 
tionists are  men  of  peace.  May  we  abound  in  this  spirit — the 
spirit  of  him  who,  though  hetlenounced  sin  mih  tremendous  sever- 
i^i/i  7^  ^AS  gentle  unto  all  men,  and  as  unresisting  as  a  Iamb, 
when  seized,  mocked,  buffeted,  and  led  away  to  an  infamous  death 
with  common  malefactors  —  the  morally  heroic  spirit,  which  will 
lead  us  to  hope,  with  our  beloved  fellow  laborer  A.  E.  Grimke, 
that,  if  blood  b  to  be  spilt  in  this  cause,  '^  it  may  be  ours,  instead 
of  4fae  slave-holders' — that  our  Kves  may  be  taken  and  theirs 
spared."  We  wish  to  do  them  only  good  —  to  redeem  themselves 
from  iniquity,  no  less  than  their  slaves  from  a  cruel  b9ndage.  It 
is  not  our  fault,  that  they  do  not,  or  will  not  understand,  that  this 
is  with  us  a  high  moral  and  religious  question ;  that  we  shall  as 
soon  deny  our  God,  and  worship  idols,  as  abandon  the  advocacy 
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of  the  ri^ts  of  roan ;  that  we  are  ready  to  go  to  the  gibbet  or  the 
stake,  sooner  than  forsake  the  cause  of  our  enslaved  eountryroen ; 
but  that  we  will  not  fight  for  ihem  with  carnal  weapons.  We 
have  often  assured,  we  now  again  assure  the  slave-holders  in  our 
land,  and  we  beseech  them  to  assure  their  slaves,  that  the  war- 
.fare  we  have  commenced  for  their  deliverance,  is  to  be  fought  with 
the  sword  'of  truth  and  of  the  Spirit.  If  the  slaves  resort  to 
violence,  they  must  not  look  to  the  Abolitionists  for  aid.  We  will 
contend  steadfastly  for  their  rights  —  we  w0  sufier  —  if  need  be 
we  will  die  for  them ;  but  we  will  not  murder,  nor  be  accessory 
to  murder,  for  their  sake.  How  cruel  it  is,  in  our  northern  and 
southern  opposers,  to  mislead  the  slaves,  by  the  gross  misrepresen- 
tations' they  give  them  of  our  sentiments  and  purposes !  If  a  ser^ 
vile  war  should  desolate  the  South,  it  will  be  justly  attributable  not 
to  what  we  have  done,  or  written,  or  said  ;  but  to  what  our  oppo- 
sers have  said,  written,  and  done  to  excite  the  fears  of  the  masters, 
and  the  false  hopes  of  the  slaves.  We  would  emancipate  the  slaves 
only  by  the  spirit  of  repentance  in  the  bosoms  of  their  masters ; 
and  procure  the  abolition  of  the  syiiem  of  oppression^  only  by  the 
power  of  a  corrected  public  opinion. 


P.  S.  Since  our  Aanual  Meetiof ,  at  whieb  the  abore  Report  wa«  read,  we 
haye  aeen  two  passages  that  have  been  quoted  from  poblieatioQs  of  the  AbolHion* 
ists,  in  order  to  show  that  they  are  insarrectionary.  The  first  is  quoted  trom  the 
Bibanoipator,  in  the  Indictment  of  Mr.  R.  G.  Williams  of  New  York,  pubttshing 
.Agent  of  the  American  Anti-Slavery  Society,  by  the  Qrand  Jury  of  the  State  of 
Alabama.  **  God  oomaMnds  and  all  natarecrSea  onl,  that  man  sheold  not  be 
held  as  property.  The  system  of  making  men  property  has  pipoged  2y250>00# 
of  par  fellow  Qoi;uitrymen  into  the  decqpest  physical  and  moral  degradation,  a^ 
they  are  every  moment  sinking  deeper."  Upon  this  we  shall  not  stop  to  com- 
ment ;  for  if  this  be  insurrectionary,  then  is  "  the  Declaration  of  Independence  *^ 
fiir  more  so. 

The  second  is  quoted,  in  the  postscript  to  a  letter,  addressed  to  the  writer  of 
Ihis  Repeat,  pablisbed  in  a  Danville  (Ya*)  papeir.  It  is  from  the  speech  of  Ger* 
rit  Smith  Esq.  at  Peterboro ',  Oct.  22d.  188&  "  The  sword  flow  drawn  will  net 
be  sheathed  till  victory,  entire  victory,  is  ours  or  tbeirSi'*  If  our  Southern  breth- 
ren can  prove,  that  any  other  sword  than  that  of  truth  is  now  drawn,  or  is  ad- 
▼ised  to  be  drawn,  by  the  Abolitionists,  then  may  this  one  passage  avail  them 
•omething  in  their  attempt  to  prove,  that  we  intend  violence  and  insurrection. 
We  again  confidently  lef^  our  countryifien  to  all  o«r  pablieationa.  *  Thc^  may 
find  in  them  some  sentences  in  bad  taste  -^  some  perbeps  in  bad  temper  —  biit 
not  a  word,  will  they  find,  in  eounsel  or  in  countenance  of  insurrection. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


PROCEEDINGS 


or  TBB 


MASSACHUSETTS  Aim-SLATERT  SOCIETY, 


AT  ITS 


FOURTH  ANNUAL  MEETING. 


The  Fourth  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Massachusetts  Anti-SIaverjr 
Society  was  held  in  Boston  on  Wednesday,  January  20.  When  we 
saw  the  large  number  of  gentlemen  fix»m  the  country,  who  had 
come  to  the  meeting  as  delegates,  and  friends  of  this  righteous 
cause,  we  were  filled  with  shame,  that  our  liberal,  liberty-loving, 
boastful  city  would  not  afford  them  an  ample  room.  All  the 
Churches  in  Boston,  that  have  ever  been  let  to  benevolent  associa- 
tions, had  been  applied  for  by  the  Committee  of  arrangements  and 
refused :  also  the  several  Halls  in  the  city,  that  were  thought  to  be 
large  enough,  and  were  withheld.  We  were  therefore  obliged  to 
receive  our  friends  in  our  little  Hall,  46  Washington  street,  which 
must  now  be  considered  the  only  cradle  of  liberty  in  this  metropolis. 

Soqn  after  the  hour  appointed  for  the  meeting,  10  A.  M.,  the 
Hall  was  nearly  filled  with  the  delegates  from  Auiiliary  Societies, 
and  when  the  President  called  the  meeting  to  order,  the  assembly 
was  straitened  for  want  of  room. 

Prayer  was  offered  by  Rev.  George  Storrs  of  Concord,  N.  H. 

A  Committee  was  then  appointed  to  receive  the  names  of  the  del- 
egates, and  friends  who  had  come  to  attend  the  meeting. 

Aev.  S.  J.  May,  the  Corresponding  Secreury,  then  read  the  lbl« 
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lowing  impressiTe  letter,  be  had  jofi  received  from  William  Lloyd 
GarriaoD,  who  was  neeeaaarily  absent  from  tbe  city  at  tbat  time. 

BaooKLTK,  Ct,  Jan.  17, 1886. 
Est.  Sjlmubi.  J.  BIat  : 

My  Dmr  Friend  —  My  regret  in  not  benig  able  to  attend  the  fowth  Annuel 
Ifeeting  of  the  Manaeboaetti  Anti-SlaTery  Society,  is  eqnal  to  the  inteafte  interest 
whieh  I  feel  in  ita  deliberations. 

Let  me  aay  tothe  brethren  who  ahall  aaaemble  together  ~*Bs  boij>  Fom 
God.  These  are  times  in  which  we  are  specially  called  upon  not  to  connt  onr 
lives  dear  nnto  as —  if,  liring,  we  are  to  be  slaves  onrsdves,  or  to  wink  at  the  en- 
slavement of'Others.  Nay,  we  shaU  be  nnwortby  of  an  existence,  if  we  sofier 
oorsdves  to  be  awed  into  silence  by  the  threats  of  oppiessors.  The  canse  which, 
we  advocate  is  not  onrs,  bnt  Gon's  ;  and,  thecefore,  I  renew  the  chaige — Be 
BOLD  FOR  God.  Nevertheless,  it  i$  oars  to  carry  forward,  instnunentally  -*- 
bnt  not  oars  to  choose  or  rayect,  as  we  think  expedient.  Those  who  call  on  ns  to 
SQspend  onr  operations,  or  to  keep  silence,  or  to  wait  till  a  more  convenient  sea- 
son, or  to  stop  cor  ears  and  steel  our  hearts  to  the  cries  of  onr  bleeding  country- 
men, make  aj^ioation  to  the.  wrong  source.  They  ought  to  beseech  the  'Crentor 
of  heaven  and  earth  to  release  us  from  our  obligatioi^  to  himself  and  to  mankind ; 
to  reverse  or  repeal  all  the  laws  of  his  m(Nnil  government ;  to  transform  us  into 
stocks  and  stones  ;  to  make  the  daves  in  reality,  what  they  are  deemed  by  human 
enactments,  goods  and  ehattds,  implements  of  husbandry,  and.  four-footed  beasts ; 
to  ordain  that  henceforth  rebellion  shall  be  loyalty^- sin,  righteousness •^ and  the 
cruel  despotism  of  American  slave-holders,  the  chorions  liberty  of  the  sons  of  God  { 
In  all  rationality,  too,  they  ought  to  petition  the  great  Lawgiver  to  repeal  every 
injunction  of  holy  writ  like  the  following :  **  Thon  shah  not  steal "  •»  <*  Then 
shalt  not  covet  anything  that  u  thy  neighbor's  '* — ^'  Love  thy  ndghbor  as  thy-  ^ 
self  *'— <*  Whatsoever  ye  would  that  men  should  do  to  yon,  do  ye  even  so  to 
them  "•»**  Envy  thou  not  the  oppressor,  and  choose  none  of  his  ways'*  — 
**  Remember  them  that  are  in  bonds  as  bonnd  with  them  "  —  '*  Undo  the  heavy 
burdens,  let  tbe  oppressed  go  free,  and  break  every  yoke  "  —  "  Deliver  him  that 
is  spoiled  out  of  the  hand  of  the  oppressor  "  —  <*  Open  thy  mouth  for  the  dumb, 
in  the  cause  of  all  such  as  are  appobted  to  destruction."  O  foolish  and  insane 
men  !  tttoM  to  consider  ob^ienee  to  God  as  somethiiig  that  policy  may  properly 
defer,  or  expedieney  lawfully  annul !  By  ceasing  to  be  men,  shall  we  be  inde- 
pendent of  the  Almigfaty  ?  By  setting  up  our  authority  in  opposition  to  his  own, 
shall  we  not  be  destroyed  ? 

So,  too,  those  who  think  they  shall  destroy  our  cause,  if  they  can  destroy  a 
feW  of'  its  prominent  advocates — how  wild  and  impious  is  their  delusion! 
**  Tbe  batde  is  the  LORD'S  "  —  not  ours.  Why,  then,  do  they  not  attempt  to 
scile  the  battlements  of  heaven,  tbat  they  may  dethrone  Him  who  is  higher  than  ■ 
ihid  highest,  and  thus  end  the  great  controversy,  not  only  in  this  nation,  but  in  all 
nations — not  only  at  the  presmit  period,  bat  through  all  time  ?  It  is  true,  those 
battlements  are  high ;  but  our  enemies  have  «  sought  out  many  inventions  "  — 
they  are  skilful,  ingenious,  adventurous — and.  seemingly,  confident  of  vi<^ry. 
It  is  true,  he  whom  they  must  encounter  and  vanquish  is  **  Jehovah  of  hosts  "— - 
«King  of  kings,  and  Lord  of  lords "  —  «< God  over  aU"— "Thehigh  and 
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loftjr  Ona  tbat  inhabitdth «teniitj,  whose  name  ii  B<)ty  '*  -~«'Tbe  Lord  Alnngb- 
t/f*'  '*  who  hath  meanured  the  waters  in  the  hollow  of  his.hand,  and  meted  out 
heaven  with  the  span,  and  comprehended  the  dost  of  the  earth  in  a  measure,  and 
weighed  the  mountains  in  scales,  and  the  hills  in  a  balance  "  —  "all  nations  be- 
fore him  are  as  nothing  ;  and  they  are  connted  to  him  lees  than  nothing,  and  Ysoa- 
itj,"  Bnt  our  enemies  are  valiant  men— -ambitioasW  greet  achieremeBts  — 
enw|x>tAt  En  their  own  strength  —  having  mmsh  property  in  '*  slaves  and  the 
sools  of  men  "  — lifted  np  above  all  that  is  called  God  !  —  Ah !  prood  boasters, 
do  ye  grow  pale,  and  shndder,  and  torn  away,  in  view  of  such  a  fearfnl  contsest  ? 
Do  ye  remember  the  fate  of -Pharaoh  and  his  host  ?  of  Babylon,  and  Tyre,  and 
Biden  ?  of  Sodom  and  Gomorrah  ?  of  an  antedikvian  w<nrld  ?  Tmly ,  ye  do  well 
to  retreat  from  the  Majesty  of  Him,  at  whose  presence  it  is  declared, —  "  The 
earth  shook  and  trembled ;  the  foundations  also  of  the  hills  moved  and  wave 
shaken,  because  he  y)€it  wroth.  There  went  up  a  smoke  out  of  his  nostrils, 
and  fire  out  of  his  month  devoured  ;  coals  were  kindled  by  it  He  bowed  the 
heavens  also,  and  came  down  ;  and  darkness  was  under  his  i»et.  And  he  rode 
opon  a  chemb,  and  did  fly ;  yea,  he  did  fly  upon  the  vnngs  of  the  wind.  He 
made  darkness  his  secnt  plaoe  ;  his  pavilion  round  about  him  wece  dark  waters 
and  thick  clouds  of  the  skies.  He  sent  out  his  arrows,  and  scattered  them  ;  and 
Ue  shot  eat  lightnings,  and  discomfited  them.**  O  ye  flagitMus  oppressors,  ye  do 
well  to  remember  that  "  it  is  a  fearful  thing  to  &il  into  the  hands  of  the  Itvibg 
God.**  Bnt  will  ye  aim  at  no  higher  victims  than  Arthur  Tappen,  George 
Thompson,  and  William  Lloyd  Garrison  ?  And  who  and  what  are  they  ?  Three 
drops  fi-om  a  boundless  ocean  —  three^ys  from  a  noon-day  sun  -^  three  partidea 
of  dust  floating  in  a  limitless  atmosphere-*- nothing,  subtracted  firom  infinite  ful- 
ness. Should  ye  succeed  in  destroying  them,  the  mighty  difficulty  still  remains. 
Still  He  liveth  who  saith,  "  Vengeance  is  mine,  I  will  repay.**  Still  he  reigneth, 
^  who  exeeuteth  righteousness  and  judgment  fcnr  all  that  are  oppressed.  StiH  He 
is  faithful  who  declares,  **  For  the  oppression  of  the  poor,  for  the  sighing  of  the 
needy,  now  virill  I  aiise  ;  i  vrill  set  him  in  safety  from  hun  that  pnfieth  at  him.'* 
Still  He  is  onmipotent  who  prochiims,  '*  Therefore,  thus  saith  the  Lord ;  ye  have 
not  hearkened  unto  me,  in  proclaiming  liberty,  every  one  to  his  brother,  and  eve- 
ry man  to  his  neighbor ;  behold  I  proclaim  a  liberty  for  yeu,  saith  the  Loid,  to 
the  sword,  to  the  pestilence,  and  to  the  famine.  O,  then,  destroy  not  yourselves 
nor  your  country  ;  but  take  from  the  midst  of  you  the  yoke,  the  potting  forth  of 
the  finger,  and  speaking  vanity  ;  and  draw  out  your  souls  to  the  hungry,  and  sat- 
isfy the  afllicted  soul  ;  bring  the  poor  that  are  cast  out  to  your  house,  and  eoTOr 
their  nakedness,  and  hide  not  yourselves  from  your  own  flesh  ;  then  shall  your 
light  rise  in  obscarity,  and  your  darimess  be  as  the  noon-day.  And  they  that 
shall  be  of  you  shall  build  the  old  waste  places  ;  ye  shall  raise  up  the  foundatiolr 
of  many  generations  ;  and  ye  shall  be  called,  the  repairers  of  the  breach,  the 
restorers  of  paths  to  dwell  in.     "  For  the  mouth  of  the  Lord  hath  spoken  it** 

It  is  indeed  a  mighty  conflict,  my  dear  brother,  through  which  we  are  called  to 
pass,  and  we  shall  assuredly  be  overcome,  unless  we  are  sustained  by  the  energy  . 
of  a  divine  love,  and  impressed  with  a  fear  of  God  that  shall  make  all  other  fears 
ei>ntemptible.  Remember  that,  bat  a  little  while  since,  we  had  to  oommence 
the  work  of  converting  the  entire  nation,  (so  thoroughly  had  slavery  comipted 
it,)  beginning  at  Boston,  as  did  the  apostles  at  Jerusalem.     Surprisingly  has  the 
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tmth  imde  progress,  and  moHitidiiuras  ars.  ifie  converts  to  H.     8tB]»  tlioigh  mncb 
has  b^n  done,  more  remains  to  be  accomplished.     The  chvrch  is  yet  stained 
with  *  the  blood  of  the  souls  of  the  poor  innocents  '  —  it  is  yet  the  hidin|(  place 
and  sanctuary  of  the  ruthless  monster  that  feeds  on  hnman  flesh,  and  battens  up- 
on bnman  agony  and  degradation.     The  decidedly  pro-slavery  tone  of  a  large 
majority  of  onr  newspapers ;  the  nnmerons  public  meetmgs  that  have  been  held 
in  all  the  free  States,  nnanimoiDly  coiacidiBg  with  th»  corrupt  sentiments  of  the 
SoQtb. ;  the.  slavish  lai^age  uttered  in  every  hall  of  legislation  ;  the  despotic  re- 
commendations of  certain  Governors  in  their  recent  messages,  particularly  of 
Gov.  Marcy  of  New- York  ;  the  indifierence,  nay,  the  positive  approbation  with 
which  propositions  are  received  by  the  people,  to  destroy  liberty  of  speech  and 
of  the  press,  and  annul  the  right  of  petitioning  government,  that  protection  and 
perpetuity  may  be  given  to  slavery  ;  the  attitude  assumed  in  Congress,  by  north- 
em  and  aoitfhem  representatives,  respecting' the  abolition  of  slavery  and  the  shire 
trade  in  the  District  of  Columbia  ;  the  sanction  given  to  the  robbery  and  censor- 
ship of  the  mail  ;  the  impunity  with  which  some  of  our  northern  citizens,  convict* 
ed  of  no  crime,  have  been  seized  at  the  south,  and  without  a  legal  trial,  publicly 
lacerated,  or  cast  into  prison,  or  ignominiously  put  to  death  ;  the  rewards  offered 
by  the  soMh  for  the  abduction  of  certain  freemen  of  die  north  ;  the  demand  of 
southern  executives  upon  oar  own,  to  deliver  over  the  same  individuals  to  a  mur* 
derons  fate  ;  the  proposition  of  the  sonth  to  the  north,  to  imprison,  or  put  to  death 
*  without  benefit  of  clergy,'  all  of  us  who  shall  dare  to  hint  that  shiyery  is  incon- 
sistent with  humanity,  justice  and  religion,  or  who  refose  to  subsoribe  to  the  mon- 
strous dogma,  that  *  domestic  slavery  is  the  comer-stone  of  our  republican  edi- 
fice ;*  the  coun^ance  which  is  given  to  mobs  agamst  the  friends  of  emancipa- 
tion, by  men  of  high  standing,  both  in  Church  and  State  ;  the  impioua  justifica- 
tion of  slayery,  by  the  southem  clergy  and  churches  ;  the  general  insensibility 
or  perversehess  of  religious  newspapers  and  periodicals  ;  the  unanimous  declara- 
tibn  of  soudiera  oppressors,  that  they  will  nev^  consent  to  the  emancipation  of 
their  slaves,  either  immediately,  or  ultimately,  either  for  union  or  money,  either 
for.€rod  or  man  ;  the  dangers  and  difficulties  which  attend  all  our  public  attempts 
to  plead  the  ekuse  of  out  fettered,  bleeding,  guiltless  countrymen  ;  the  brand   of 
fiinaticism,  or  treason,  or  robbery,  which  is  put  upon  all  the  commandments  and 
precepts  of  the  Bible,  and  upon  the  plainest  maxims  of  republicanism  : — these 
and  other  indications  of  the  ferocious  attachment  of  the  people  to  tbp  i^stem  of 
slavery,  and  to  the*  company  of  slave-holders,  portend  that  we  are  engaged  in  one 
of  the  mightiest  moral  struggles,  which  the  world  has  ever  witnessed,  and  show 
how  necessary  it  is  that  we  should  all  have  the  endurance  of  the  man  of  Uz,  the 
faith  of  Gideon,  the  meekness  of  Moses,  and  the  intrepidity  of  the  youthful  David. 
But  I  must  pause.     Brethren,  <  cease  from  man  ;'  beware  of  a  worldly  poli- 
cy :  do  not  compromise  principle  ;  fiisten  yourselves  to  the  throne  of  God  :  and 
lean  upon  the  arm  of  Omnipotence.     Let  your  doings  be  characterized  by  the 
loftiness  of  christian  independence,  and  by  the  compassion  of  the  Son  of  God.  In 
your  prayers,  your  resolutions,  your  speeches,  make  mention  of  our  brethren^ 
Gko&ge  Thompson  and  Craiii.es  Sxtr  art,  and  of  all  our  brethren  in  Bug-: 
land  ;  and»  above  all  things,  fail  not  now  and  at  all  times  to  BE  BOLD  FOR  GOD» 
Yours,  with  brotherly  affection, 

WILLIAM  LLOYD  GARRISON. 
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On  motion  of  Rer.  H.  G.  Wright,  seconded  by  C.  P.  Groerenor, 
it  was  voted  *  that  the  exceHent  letter  just  read  from  Mr.  Garrison,  be 
poblished  with  the  other  proceedings  of  this  annual  meeting.' 

Re?.  Luther  Wright,  Dr.  A.  Farnsworth,  Jesse  Putnam,  Esq. 
Dexter  Fairbank,  and  Rev.  Mr.  Goodjear,  were  appointed  a  com- 
mittee to  nominate  a  list  of  Officers  for  the  ensuing  year. 

Mr.  May  then  read  the  Report  of  the  Board  of  Managers,  and  it 
was  voted  that  it  be  accepted  and  published,  under  the  supervision 
of  the  following  Committee  —S.  J.  May,  H.  C.  Wright,  C.  P.  Gros- 
venor,  Wm.  Goodell,  J.  G.  Whittier,  E.  Demond.  The  reading  of 
the  Report,  elicited  some  very  spirited  remarks  on  a  variety  of  top- 
ics, from  sundry  gentlemen  —  Messrs.  Wright,  Grosvenor,  Goodell, 
Russell,  Morse,  and  others. 

A  motion  was  now  made  to  adjourn,  upon  which  the  Standing 
Committee  of  '  the  Free  Church'  offered  to  the  Society  the  use  of 
their  Hall,  corner  of  Milk  and  Congress  Streets,  for  their  afternoon 
session.     Adjourned  to  meet  at  that  place  at  half  past  2. 

The  Afternoon  meeting  was  called  to  order  at  3.  Prayer  was 
offered  by  Rev.  Orange  Scott  of  Holliston. 

Rev.  Luther  Wright  of  Woburn,  Chairman  of  the,  Committee  on 
Nomination,  reported  the  list  of  officers,  for  the  ensuing  year.  The 
gentleman  named  were  then  elected  by  a  general  ticket 

Prxsidxiit.  Rev.  Georce  Goodyear,  Miburnkawi. 

£ffiQgham  L.  Capron,  Utbridge^ 
JOSEPH  SOUTHWICK,  Bottt>n.       Dr.  Amos  Farnswortb,  Groton, 


ViCl  PRXflDXirTS. 


George  Russell,  Kingston. 


Samuel  J.  Bfay,  Cor.  Seer^iory. 

Rey.  £.  M.  P.  Wells,  Boston.  Henry  £.  Benson,  Ree.  Secrttiry. 
Rev.  Moses  Tbacher,  J^orth  ffrentham.Henry  G.  Chapman,  Treasurer. 

Dr.  Charles  Follen,  Milton.  Samuel  £.  Sewall,  Auditor. 
Francis  Jackson,  Eioston. 

William  Lloyd  Garrison,  Boston.  C#uV8XU.0Bf . 

Rev.  Gardner  B.  Peny,  Bradford. 

Rev.  Orange  Scott,  ifoUiston.  Ellis  Gray  Loring, 

Rev  Jacob  Ide,  Midway.  Drury  Fairbanks, 

John  G^  Whittier,  HaverkUL  Isaae  Knapp, 

WtUiam  Oakes,  Ipsydek.  Simon  G.  Shipley, 

Isaac  Winslow,  Danvers.  John  R.Cambell, 

Rev.  Henry  C.  Wright,  Boston.  Abner  Forbes. 

Rev.  C.  P.  Grosvenor,  Salem.  John  T.  Hilton, 

Pr.  Theophilus  Packard,  Shelbume.  John  £.  Fuller. 

Rev.  Mason  Ball,  Amherst  C.  C.  Barry. 

Gen.  Asa  Howland,  Conway,  John  S.  Kimball. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  May,  Rev.   Amos  A.  Phelps  and  David  L. 
Child,  Esq.  were  elected  honorary  members  of  the  Society. 
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Rev.  H.  C.  Wright  offered  a  Resolation,  which  called  up  an  ani- 
mated debate  between  the  mov^r,  and  C.  P.  Grosvenor,  in  which 
several  other  gentlemen  also  took  part  The  resolution  was  laid 
upon  the  table.  The  Society  adjourned  to  meet  again  at  six  o'clock. 
The  Society  met  again  according  to  adjournment  at  Congress  Hall^ 
which  was  filled  with  friends  of  both  sexes.  The  President  called 
to  order  at  half  past  six. 

Rev.  Mr.  Duncan,  of  Hanover,  offered  prayer. 

The  resolution,  which  bad  been  discussed  in  the  afternooni  was 
called  up,  and  again  laid  on  the  table. 

Rev.  Professor  FoUen  offered  the  following  resolution,  which  was 
unanimously  adopted. 

Resolvedy  That  we  consider  the  Anti- Slavery  cause  as  the  cause  of  Philan* 
thropy,  with  regard  to  which  all  human  beings,  white  men  and  colored  men, 
eitjtens  and  foreigners,  men  and  women,  have  the  same  duties  tJid  the  same 
rights. 

Professor  Fellen  introduced  the.  resolution »  which  he  offered  to  the  meeting, 
with  some  remarks  on  various  tdpios,  which  he  said  he  should  wish  to  discuss 
aaore  fully,  but  on  which,  for  want  of  time,  he  was  able  to  bestow  only  a  passing 
notice,  lie  wished  to  be  able  to  speak  at  large  on  the  causes  and  the  character 
of  the  arUi-aboHHon  mobs,  which,  through  the  hiflaenee  of  those  who  excited 
tbem,  were  more  generally  known  amongst  us  by  the  slanderous  name  of  *'  anti- 
slavery  mobs.*'  Some  notice,  it  teems,  ought  to  be  taken  of  the  remarkable 
power  of  prophecy,  displayed  by  many  of  the  organs  of  public  opinion,  in  fore- 
telling these  fearful  convulsions  of  the  moral  fabric  of  society.  These  success-' 
fnl  enchanters  of  the  public  mind  have,  in  this  instance,  equalled,  nay,  they 
have  surpassed  all  other  prcphets  before  them.  For  they  not  only  prophesied  the 
things  whieh  have  since  been  fulfilled,  but  what  is  more  remarkable,  they  them- 
selves have  fulfilled  their  prophecies.  And  what  they  had  thus  foretold  and 
brought  to  pass,  they  also  defended  and  justified  by  an  original  mode  of  reason- 
ing, which  certainly  deserves  as  much  credit  for  its  truth  as  for  its  honesty  —  and 
which,  if  carried  out  connslently,  would  reverse  Our  whole  system  of  laws  and 
of  morals.  Anti-abolition  mobs,  and  the  impunity  of  their  authors,  have  been 
justified  by  our  newspapers,  ay,  by  men  of  high  standing  in  society,  by  a  mode 
of  reasoning,  according  to  which  we  ought  to  condemn  and  send  to  prison,  not 
the  thief  and  the  cheat,  but  thj9  man  of  property  who  has  been  robbed  or  de- 
frauded. There  is*  indeed,  no  denying  that  if«there  were  no  abolitionists  daring 
to  express  their  sentiments,  there  would  be  no  such  mobs.  Can  it  be  denied,  then, 
that  the  abolitionists  are  tempting  and  provoking  the  people  to  acts  of  violence, 
that  they  are  the  true  authors  of  these  mobs,  and  that  their  ordinary  plea,  that  all 
thoir  doings  are  strictly  within  their  constitutional  right,  to  speak,  to  print,  and 
peaceably  to  assemble,  is  merely  a  plausible  pretext  to  cover  their  disorganizing 
designs  ?  The  abolitionists  are  the  authors  of  these  mobs,  they  tempt  and  pro- 
voke the  people  to  violence,  as  truly  as  the  man  of  property  tempts  and  provokes 
the  thief,  and  is,  therefore,  the  true  author  of  the  tbefl,  and  ought  to  be  sent  to 
priaoD.  For  the  plea  that  his  property  is  guaranteed  to  him  by  the  law,  is  a  mere 
pretMtce  contrived  to  secure  to  him  an  unfiur  advantage  over  his  neighbor.     Such 
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are  the  argaments  by  which  the  enemies  of  freedom,  the  prophets,  the  perpetra- 
tors, and  the  advocates  of  mobs,  amongst  ns,  have  oatlawed  law,  and  ontreasoned 
reason.  But  I  leave  this,  and  other  topics  of  a  nM>re  limited  nature,  in  order  to 
present  the  following  resolntion  : 

Resolved,  that  we  consider  the  Anti-Slavery  cause  as  the  cause  of  philanthropy, 
with  regard  to  which  all  human  beings,  white  men  and  colored  men,  citizens  and 
foreigners,  men  and  women,  have  the  same  dutie!«  and  the  same  rights. 

Philanthropy  means  the  love  of  man  ;  and  the  love  of  man  is  the  true  and  only 
foundation  of  the  Anti-Slavery  cause. '  Our  whole  creed  is  summed  up  in  this 
single  position,  that  the  slave  is  a  man,  created  by  God  in  his  own  image,  and, 
therefore,  by  divine  right,  a  freeman.  The  slave  b  a  man,  and  we  are  meo  ; 
this  is  the  only  needful  and  all-sutficient  title,  from  which  every  Anti-Slavery 
Society,  and  every  abolitionist  derive  their  duties  and  their  rights.  Every  hu- 
man being,  whether  colored  or  white,  foreigner  or  citizen,  man  or  woman,  is,  in 
virtue  of  a  common  nature,  a  rightful  and  responsible  defender  of  the  natural 
right!)  of  all.  These  are  the  sentiments  of  every  abolitionist ;  these  the  princi- 
ples of  the  Declaration  of  Independence,  which  was  intended  to  make  this  whol« 
nation  one  great  Anti-Slavery  Society. 

Professor  F.  observed,  that  tbeso  self-evident  truths  had  been'opposed  in  fiiU, 
by  the  consistent  enemies  of  human  freedom,  and  obstmcted  in  detail,  by  its  in- 
consistent friends. 

In  the  first  place,  we  have  been  advised,  if  we  really  wished  to  benefit  tbe 
slave  and  the  colored  race  generally,  not  unnecessarily  to  shock  tbe  feelmga, 
though  they  were  but  prejudices,  of  the  white  people,  by  admitting  colored  per- 
sons to  our  Anti-Slavery  meetings  and  societies.  We*  have  been  told  that  maaj 
who  would  otherwise  act  in  union  with  us,  were  kept  away  by  oar  disregard  of  the 
feelings  of  the  community  in  this  respect. 

Grant  the  fact,  that  this  piece  of  bad  policy  in  is  keeps  away  maDy  who 
would  otherwise  be  with  us  at  this  time,  in  thb  hall,  or  in  some  other  more  spa- 
cious room,  which  their  personal  influence  might  open  to  our  holy  oanse,  which 
still  has  to  go  begging  from  the  door  of  one  Christian  church  to  another,  witboot 
finding  admission.  But  what,  I  would  ask,  is  the  great,  the  single  object  of  all 
our  meetings  and  societies?  Have  we  any  other  object  than  to  impueas  upon  the 
community  this  one  principle,  that  tJie  colored  man  ts  a  m  ah  ?  and,  on  the  oth- 
er hand,  is  not  the  prejudice,  which  would  Uave  us  exclude  colored  people  from 
our  meetings  and  societies  here,  the  same  which,  in  the  Southern  States,  doooM 
them  to  perpetual  bondage  ?  It  needs  no  long  argument,  then,  to  prove  that  bj 
excluding  tlie  colored  people  froiy  onr  Anti-Slavery  proceedings,  we  shoiUd  not 
only  deprive  ourselves  of  many  faithful  fellow-laborers,  bnt  by  complying  with 
that  inhuman  prejudice,  we  should  sanction  and  support  the  first  principles  of  shi- 
very, as  well  as  give  the  lie  to  our  own  most  solemn  professions.  In  our  private 
intercourse,  in  our  personal  and  domestic  relations,  let  every  one  choose  hn  com- 
pany according  to  his  own  principles,  or  his  own  whims.  Bnt  as  for  any  meet- 
ings and  associations  designed  for  the  establishment  of  human  rightt  —  how  can 
we  have  the  effrontery  to  expect  the  white  slaveholder  of  the  South  to  live  on 
terms  of  civil  equality  with  his  colored  slave,  il  we,  the  white  abolitionists  of  the 
North,  will  not  admit  colored  freemen  as  members  of  our  Anti-Slavery  Socieliea  i 

This  may  be  sufficient  to  vindicate  the  first  part  of  my  reaoktion,  claiming  tor 
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Colored  meD  and  white  men  that  ewential  eqnalUy  of  rights  and  dn^es  with  regard 
to  the  Anti-Slavery  canse,  which  should  lead  to  united  action. 

In  the  second  place,  1  assert,  that  with  regard  to  this  cause,  foreigners  and  cit- 
izens have  the  same  duties  and  the  same  rights. 

Professor  F.  observed,  that  in  defending  this  clause  in  his  resolution,  he  felt, 
or  rather  he  had  been  made  to  feel  as  if  he  was,  in  part,  speaking  in  self-defence. 
For  though  he  had  come  to  this  country  for  no  other  reason  than  to  live  under  the 
government  of  equal  laws,  which  were  not  to  be  found  in  Europe  ;  and  though  for 
eleven  years  he  had  sustained  the  duties,  and  during  five  years  possessed  all  the 
rights  of  the  citizens  of  this  Republic,  his  devotion  to  the  Anti-Slavery  cause  had 
been  condemned  both  in  private  and  in  public,  on  the  grave  and  undeniaUa 
charge  of  his  having  been  bom  m  a  foreign  land.  His  active  interest  in  this 
pause  had  become^ooore  extensively  known  by  the  '  Address  to  the  people  of  the 
United  States  '  which  he,  as  the  Chairman  of  a  Committee  appointed  for  thig  pur-> 
pose,  by  the  New-England  Anti-Slavery  Convention  of  1834,  had  been  called 
upon  to  draw  up,  and  which,  according  to  a  vote  of  the  Board  of  Managers,  bad 
been  sent  to  every  member  of  Congress.  A  copy  of  this  address  had  been  re- 
turned to  him  by  an  unknown  hand,  with  the  words,  *  A  foreigner  should  recol- 
lect the  protection  afibrded  him  by  the  Institutions  of  this  country,  when  he  un- 
dertakes to  cast  a  firebrand  among  the  people,  by  which  they  may  be  destroyed.' 
Similar  ingenious  substitutes  for  argument^  being  rendered  more  striking  by  studied 
vulgarity,  had  appeared  in  some  of  our  newspapers.  For  himself,  he  had  nothing 
to  offer  to  the  distinguished  few,  who  had,  notwithstanding  his  rightful  citizenship, 
insisted  upon  treating  him  as  a  foreigner,  unless  it  be  the  plea  whkh  had  been  en- 
tered for  him  by  a  generous  friend,  that  *  though  not  a  son  of  the  pilgrims,  be  was 
himself  a  pilgrim.' 

I  should  have  passed'  over,  in  silence,  these  petty  vexations,  as  solitary  ex- 
eeptioQs  to  the  uniform  experience  of  generous  confidence  and  kindness,  which  If 
have  never  ceased  to  enjoy  in  this  conununity^  if  it  were  not  for  the  great  princi-' 
pie  involved  in  these  disagreeable  trifies. 

Our  cause  is  the  cause  of  man ;  therefore,  our  watchword  from  the  beginning 
has  been,  *  Our  country  is  th^  world  —  our  countrymen  all  mankind.'  We 
reverence  patnotism  as  a  virtue,  so  far  as  it  is  philanthropy  applied  to  our  own 
country,  while  we  look  down  upon  it  as  a  vice,  so  far  as  it  would  sacrifice  the 
lights  of  man  —  the  moral  to  the  selfish  interests  of  our  nation.  The  Anti-Slavery 
^  cause,  then,  being  the  cause  of  naan,  knows  no  difierence  between  natives  and 
foreigners.  Nay,  more,  we  have  here  amongst  us  large  oombers  of  natives  of 
this  country,  without  a  shadow  of  right,  deprived  of  the  fruits  of  their  labor,  stript 
of  the  sacred  rights  of  husbands  and  wives,  parents  and  children,  citizens  and 
christians,  we  see  them  daily  driven  out  to  merciless  toil,  sold  like  beasts,  impns- 
oned,  lacerated,  and  degraded  without  redress.  Now  when  we  see  many  mill- 
ions of  our  countrymen,  yea,  the  priests  and  the  rulers  of  the  people,  going  on  in 
their  own  course  of  prosperity ,  and,  without  pity,  passing  by  an  ionocent  brother, 
stripped  of  everything  and  wounded  in  soul  and  body  ;  and  perchance  there  should 
be  journey  ing  this  way  a  foreigner  who  should  have  compassion  on  him  and  try  to  lift 
him  up,  and  pour  into  his  wounds  the  oil  of  consolation  and  the  wine  of  hope,  or 
from  the  rich  treasury  of  his  heart,  should  pour  out  the  pure  gold  of  sterling  truth 
to  redeem  him  from  bondage  —  which  of  these,  I  ask,  would  be  a  neighbor  to 
him  who  had  been  robbed  and  wounded  ?     And  shall  we,  the  fitvored  cit 
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on  beholding  such  signal  kindness,  crj  out  with  the  Jews  of  old,  <  He  is  a  Sa- 
maritan, and  has  a  deril  ?'  — or  with  our  modem,  national  bigots  —  <He  is  a  for- 
eigner ;  an  English  emissary  ;  mob  him  !  tar  and  feather  him  ! !  * 

We  look  npon  the  foreigner,  who  holds  op  before  as  the  law  of  liberty,  pro- 
claimed in  oor  Declaration  of  Independence,  in  opposition  to  the  law  of  servitude, 
imposed  and  enforced  by  oar  free  institutions  upon  one  sixth  of  our  population, 
as  a  true  friend  ;  and  we  see,  in  his  open  rebuke,  the  surest  pledge  of  confidence 
in  our  love  of  truth  and  sense  of  justice.  On  the  other  hand,  the  violent  attempts  at 
preventing  the  free  expression  of  sentiment  on  this  great  moral  subject,  by  strangers 
or  citizens  —  the  lawless,  shameless,  and  merciless  proceedings  against  all  who 
are  convicted  or  suspected  of  nothing  worse  than  a  consistent  adherence  to  the 
first  principles  of  the  Declaration  of  Independence,  seem  to  us  more  criminal, 
when  perpetrated  or  tolerated  in  this  coimtry,  than  in  any  other,  simply  because 
we  have  '  pledged  our  property,  our  lives,  and  our  sacred  honor,*  to  the  support  of 
the  equal  rights  of  all.  Our  Constitution  has  secured  a  government  of  law,  freedom 
of  conscience,  the  liberty  of  speaking  and  printing,  to  every  citizen,  nay,  to  every 
stranger  sojourning  amongst  us.  As  citizens  of  the  world,  as  members  of  the 
human  family,  as  christians,  we  look  upon  every  one  as  a  fellow-citizen,  as  a 
neighbor,  who  defends  the  rights  and  respects  the  feelings  of  all  men  ;  while  he 
who  does  not  see  in  every  human  being  an  equal  and  a  brother,  whether  he  be 
born  heie  or  elsewhere,  he  alone  is  regarded  by  us  as  a  stranger  and  an  enemy. 

And  now,  Mr.  President,  I  come  to  the  last  topic  of  my  resoliftion.  I 
mabtain,  that,  with  regard  to  the  Anti-Slavery  cause,  men  and  women  have  the 
same  duties  and  the  same  rights.  The  ground  I  take  on  this  point  is  very  plain. 
I  wish  to  spare  you,  I  wish  to  spare  myself  the  worthless  and  disgusting  task  of 
replying,  in  detail,  to  ail  the  coarse  attacks  and  flattering  sophisms,  by  which 
men  have  endeavored  to  entice  or  to  drive  women  from  this,  and  from  many  other 
spheres  of  moral  action.  *  Go  home  and  spin  !'  is  the  well  meaning  advice  of  the 
domestic  tjrrant  of  the  old  school.  '  Conquer  by  personal  charms  and  fashiona- 
ble attractions  I*  is  the  brilliant  career  marked  out  for  her  by  the  idols  and  the 
idolaters  of  fashion.  <  Never  step  out  of  the  bounds  of  decorum  and  the  etts- 
tomary  ways  of  doing  good,'  is  the  sage  advice  of  maternal  caution.  *  Rule  by 
obedience,  and  by  submission  sway  ! '  is  the  golden  saying  of  the  moralist  poet, 
sanctioning  female  servitude,  and  pointing  out  a  resort  and  compensation  in  fe- 
male cunning.  What  with  the  fear  of  the  insolent  remarks  about  women,  in 
which  those  of  the  dominant  sex,  whose  bravery  is  the  generous  offspring  of  coa- 
•cions  impunity,  are  particularly  apt  to  indulge  ;  and  with  the  still  stronger  fear 
of  being  thought  anfetninine  —  it  b,  indeed,  a  proof  of  uncommon  monl  courage, 
or  of  an  overpowering  bense  of  religiotis  duty  and  sympathy  with  the  oppressed, 
tl^t  a  woman  is  induced  to  embrace  the  unpopular,  unfashionable,  obDOXJom 
principles  of  the  abolitionists.  Popular  opinion,  the  habits  of  society,  are  all 
/  calculated  to  lead  women  to  consider  the  place,  the  privileges  and  the  duties  which 
etiquette  has  assigned  to  them,  as  their  peculiar  portion,  as  more  important  than 
those  which  nature  has  given  them  in  common  with  men.  Men  have  at  all  times 
been  bclincd  to  allow  to  women  peculiar  privileges,  while  withholding  from  them 
essentkl  rights.  In  the  progress' of  civilization  and  Christianity,  one  right  afler 
another  has  been  conceded,  one  occupation  after  another  has  been  placed  withih 
fhe  reach  of  women.  Still  are  we  far  from  a  practical  acknowledgment  of  the 
•imple  truth,  thtit  the  rational  and  moral  nature  of  man  is  the  foondation  of  all 
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rights  and  duties,  and  that  women  as  well  at  men  are  rational  and  naoral  belaga. 
It  it  on  this  aeoonat  that  I  look  upon  the  formation  of  Ladies'  Anti-Slavery  Socie- 
ties as  an  event  of  the  highest  interest,  not  only  for  its  direct  beneficial  bearing 
on  the  cause  of  emancipation,  but  stjJl  more  as  an  indication  of  the  moral  growth 
of  society.  Women  begin  to  feel  that  the  place,  which  men  have  marked  out  for 
them,  is  but  a  small  part  of  what  society  owes  to  them,  and  what  they  themselves 
owe  io  society,  to  the  whole  human  family,  and  to  that  Power  to  whom  each  and 
all  are  indebted  and  accountable,  for  the  use  of  the  powers  entrusted  to  them.  It 
is,  indeed,  a  consoling  thought,  that  such  is  the  providential  adaptation  of  all  things, 
that  the  toil  and  the  soflferings  of  tho  slave,  however  unprofitable  to  himself,  and 
however  hopeless,  are  not  wholly  thrown  away  and  vam  —  that  the  master  who 
has  deprived  him  of  the  fruits  of  his  industry,  of  every  motive  and  opportunity 
for  exercising  his  highest  faculties,  has  npt  been  able  to  prevent  his  exercising, 
imoonscioBsly,  a  moral  and  spiritual  influence  all  over  the  world,  breaking  down 
every  unnatural  restraint,  and  calling  forth  the  simplest  and  deepest  of  all  human 
emotions,  the  feeling  ofouan  for  his  fellow  man,  and  bringing  out  the  strongest 
intellectual  and  moral  powers  to  his  rescue.  It  is,  indeed,  natural  that  the  cry  of 
misery,  the  eall  for  help,  that  is  now  spreading  far  and  wide,  an^l  penetratbg  the 
inmost  recesses  of  society,  should  thrill,  with  peculiar  power,  through  the  heart  of 
woman.  For  it  is  woman,  injured,  insulted  woman,  that  exhibits  the  most 
baneful  and  hateful  influences  of  slavery.  But  I  cannot  speak  of  what  the  free 
woman  ought  and  must  feel  for  her  enslaved  sister  —  because  I  am  overwhelmed 
by  the  thought  of  what  we  men,  we,  who  have  mothers,  and  wives,  and  daugh- 
ters, should  not  only  feel  but  do,  and  dare,  and  sacrifice,  to  drain  the  marshes 
whose  exhalations  infect  the  moral  atmosphere  of  society. 

The  remarks  I  have  made  in  support  of  my  resolution,  may  be  summed  up 
in  a  few  words.  The  only  object  of  the  Anti-Slavery  Societies,  is  to  restore  the 
slave  to  his  natural  rights,  To  promote  this  object,  all  human  beings,  white  men 
and  colored  men,  citizens  and  foreigners,  men  and  women,  have  the  same  moral 
calling,  simply  because  in  virtue  of  a  common  rational  and  moral  nature,  all  hu- 
man beings  are  in  duty  bound,  and  divinely  authorized,  to  defend  their  own  and 
each  others*  natural  rights. 

Our  rights,  our  duties,  with  regard  to  the  oppressed,  require  and  authorize  the 
use  of  all  lawful  and  moral  means,  to  accomplish  the  great  object  of  deliverance. 
As  members  of  this  Union,  we  are  debarred  all  direct  political  influence  with  re- 
gard to  the  legal  existence  of  slavery  in  other  States.  But  slavery  in  Ae  District 
of  O>lombia,  and  in  the  Territories,  as  well  as  the  internal  slave  trade,  are  evils 
within  the  reach  of  our  Federal  Legislature,  and,  consequently,  within  the  control 
and  responsibility  of  every  citizen  of  the  Union. 

The  guilt  of  the  existence  of  slavery  within  the  bounds  of  the  Federal  legis- 
lation, rests  upon  every  citisen  who  is  not  exerting  himself  to  the  utmost,  by  free 
discussion  and  petitions  to  Congress,  that  this  cruel  and  disgreeefal  inconsistency 
may  be  removed.  But  the  sphere  of  moral  action  is  .not  confined  within  the  lim- 
its of  our  political  rights.  The  Noith  is  connected  with  the  South  by  numerous 
relations,  which  may  be  made  so  many  channels  of  influence  on  the  minds  and 
consciences  of  the  slaveholders.  There  are  family  connections,  commercial  re- 
lations, political  and  religious  interests,  by  which  individuals  of  diflerent  States 
are  brought  in  contact,  and  a  continual  intercourse  is  thus  kept  up  between  the 
free  North  and  the  slaveholding  South.     With  all  these  means  of  private  inter- 
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•done  whUn  cmr  reath.  We  raqnire  no  altoration  ia  the  ConidtBtioD,  we  denand 
no  especial  aid  from  CongreBB  or  firom  1107  Slate  Legtflla|iire,  to  indoce  the  ilav*- 
holdera,  by  moral  motives  and  by  considerations  of  enlightened  self-interest,  to 
rid  themselves  of  this  great  evil.  We  require  of  Government  nothing  bnt  to  be 
protected  in  the  exercise  of  one  nndonbted  constitutional  right,  a  right  which,  as 
Gerrit  Smith  justly  observes,  has  a  deeper  foundation  than  the  Constitution,  which 
solemnly  secures  it,  bebg  grounded  on  the  nature  of  man  and  the  sovereign  de- 
cree of  his  Creator.  Let  us  dismiss  all  controversy  concerning  the  exciting  qnesr 
tion,  whether,  or  how  far  *the  Constitution  sanctions  slavery,  but  let  us  assert  and 
defend  the  freedom  of  communication  by  speaking,  writing,  and  printing,  which  is 
the  first  requisite  of  the  freeman  and  the  last  hope  of  the  slave.  Slavery  and  free 
discusmon,  Sir,  it  is  well  known,  cannot  live  together.  They  will  qnaird  untU 
one  of  them  quits  the  neighborhood. 

We  claim  freedom  of  communication  with  the  slave-holder. of  the  Sonth,  as 
well  as  with  the  advocates  of  slavery,  and  those  who  think  themselves  justified  in 
their  neutrality  at  the  North.  We  contend  with  a  national  prejudice  ;  we  aim  at 
a  national  reform.,  Every  individual,  w}io  b  free  from  the  long  cherished  and 
deep  rooted  pr^udice,  which  prevents  the  white  men  of  the  North,  as  well  as 
those  of  the  South,  from  lookipg  upon  the  colored  man  as  a  man  and  a  brother, 
is  in  doty  bound  to  become  a  fellow-laboror  in  this  work  of  reform.  For  this 
reason,  our  societies  are  founded,  not  on  the  exclusive  principle  of  election,  bnt 
on  the  broad,  philanthropic  ground  of  free  admission  ;  we  elect  no  one,  but  cordi- 
ally receive  every  one  who  may  elect  himself.  Our  audiences  do  not  connst  of 
select  conopanies  ;  but  as  the  Report,  which  you  have  accepted,  eloquently  sets 
forth,  in  humble  imitation  of  Jesus  and  the  Apostles,  we  address  all  who  have 
ears  to  hear  and  will  bear. 

We  are  told  we  must  not  agitate  this  subject —  let  it  alone,  and  it  will  remedy 
itself.  This  is  not  the  course  of  Providence.  Such  reformations  are  never  ao* 
complished  without  human  means,  God  will  not  indulge  us  in  our  indolence,  and. 
do  the  work  without  our  instrumentality. 

The  Declaration  of  ^dependence,  so  far  as  those  in  bonds  are  concerned,  u  a 
dead  letter  ;  and  we  must  not  rest  from  our  labors  until  it  is  raised  from  the  dead. 

William  Goodell  of  ProTidence,  introduced  the  following  resolu- 
tion, which  was  unanimously  adopted. 

Resolvedf  That  while  some  men  may  with  impunity  commit  crimes,  which 
others  may  not  boldly  reprove,  without  violating  the  fastidious  decorum  of  the 
age,  we  commend  our  brother,  William  Lloyd  Garrison,  and  the  Liberatori  to 
the  hearts  of  all  who  love  the  Gospel  of  peace  and  good  will  to  men. 

Mr.  Phbsidbnt  :  — 

I  wish.  Sir,  the  adoption  of  this  Resolution  because  it  embodies,  by  imjriica- 
tion,  an  important  prineipUi  and  because  it  reduces  that  principle  to  pr<icHce.  — 
Abolitionists  believe  in  no  abstract  principles,  which  ought  not  to  be  made  practi- 
cal. Snch  principles  are  not  true  ;  and  no  man  can  utter  a  more  self-condemna- 
tory sentence  than  to  say  —  *  I  agree  in  the  principle  but  do  not  think  it  expcdiisnt 
to  act  in  conformity  with  it'  —  This  is  only  saying  *  1  know  what  is  right,  but 
am  determined  to  do  wrong  !' 

The  first  sentimentinyolved  in  the  Resolution  may  be  expressed  this :  *— 


Digitized  by 


Google 


66 

The  fastidiotu  decorum  of  the  age  ehetters  vice  from  deterved  and  neeee- 
eary  rebuke, 

I  need  spend  no  time  before  this  audience,  to  prove  the/aef.  Nor  need  I  go 
throogh  a  course  of  argument  to  convince  yon  that  such  a  state  of  things  ought 
not  to  exist.  It  is  a  false  and  sinful  decorum  that  forbids  the  Scriptural 
reproof  of  sin.  This  principle  is  too  evident  to  require  elucidation.  I  shall 
Content  myself  with  a  few  specifications  of  this  false  decorum,  in  some  of  its 
more  common  and  modem  forms. 

1.  •*  It  is  wrong  to  be  censorious  /*'  —  Is  it  ?  —  Who  says  so  ?  —  What  is 
h  to  be  censorioils  ? 

He  is  censorious,  I  suppose,  who  censures.  TUs  is  certainly  the  primary 
meaning  of  the  term  ;  and  it  is  plain  that  those  who  censure  censorionsness  atf 
bitterly,  now-a-days,  apply  ^eir  strictures  to  every  censure  against  themselvea 
and  their  friends.  Is  it  wrong,  then,  to  censure  ?  The  answer,  I  should  sup- 
pose, would  depend  upon  whether  the  censures  were  needed  and  deserved  !  — 
But  no  !  Modem  decorum  forbids  any  scrtftiny  in  the  case.  It  is  wrong  to  cen- 
sure, and  so  the  matter  is  ended  without  any  inquiry  into  the  righteousness  or  wis- 
dom of  the  censure.  How  exceedingly  convenient !  Are  there  no  censures  in 
the  Scriptures  ? 

I  know  the  word  *  censorious  *  has  acqunred  a  secondary  meaning.  A  man 
may  be  justly  blamed  as  censorious  when  his  censures  are  unjust,  unnecessary,  or 
uttered  with  malignant  feelings.  But  modem  decorum  censoriously  condemns 
every  man  who  censures  tfice,  without  instituting  any  of  these  perplexbg  inqui- 
ries. To  censure  virtue  is  by  no  means  so  dangerous  or  imprudent  an  experi- 
ment 

2.  **  It  is  wrong  to  impeach  men*s  motives  .*'  So  says  the  oracle  of  fai- 
tidious  decoram  !  Ah !  Is  it?  Then,  of  course,  it  is  wrong  to  reprove  men's 
sins  ;  for  there  is  no  sin  without  wicked  and  selfish  motives.  What  broadef 
shelter  can  Sin  desire  than  this  ?  Only  imagine  a  Nathan  reproving  his  mon- 
arch, with  a  very  courtly  disclaimer  of  impeaching  his  motives  !; — Listen  to  the 
meek  and  lowly  Saviour  —  **  Woe  unto  you  Scribes  and  Pharisees,  hypocrites." 
Did  he  disclaim  an  impeachment  of  their  motives  ?  —  Take  a  lesson  from  the 
courteous  Apostle  —  *  Thou  child  of  the  Devil  !  Thou  enemy  of  all  righteous- 
ness.' But  *  pray  do  not  understand  me,  good  Mr.  Simon  Magus,  as  impeaching 
any  gentleman's  motives  !'     \\  h^t  would  yon  think  of  such  an  Apostle  ? 

8.  "  He  betrays  an  ttfichristian  spirit.  **  So  says  modem  decorum,  when- 
ever any  one  manifests  any  moral  indignation  against  oppression  and  crime  !  — 
Oar  old  fashioned  Divines  used  to  tell  us  of  a  holy  and  an  unholy  indignation. 
Modem  decoram  has  rendered  the  distinction  obsolete  ;  except,  perhaps,  when 
**  gentlemen  of  property  and  standing  "  give  demonstrations  of  their  wrath  against 
the  reprovers  of  sin  ! 

Go,  ye  fastidious  ones,  and  learn  what  this  meaneth.  <  God  is  angry  with 
the  wicked  every  day:'  <  Be  ye  therefore  followers  of  God  as  dear  children.' 
<  I  beheld  the  transgressors  and  was  grieved.'  *  Do  I  not  hate  theih  that  hate 
thee  ?'  <  Ye  that  fisar  the  Lord  hate  evil.'  '  Be  angry  and  sin  not*  '  Jesus 
looked  round  upon  them  with  anger,  being  grieved  at  the  hardness  of  their 
hearts.'  The  courtly  Cabphas  perhaps  might  have  thought  he  manifested  an 
unchristian  spirit ! 

'  4.     Bat  the  most  attractive  and  subtle  form  of  this  modern  decoram  is  fonnd 
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m  the  very  acute  and  pbilosophieal  distinetion  which  »epafate$  the  $inner 
from  hii  sin  ;  the  actor  from  the  action.  The  guardians  of  onr  Churches,  a 
few  years  ago  were  valiant  in  combatting  the  ingenious  theory,  which  talked  of 
punishing  the  sin  withoat  tonchiog  a  hair  on  the  head  of  the  sinner  !  But  the 
greater  part  of  them  have  since  made  wonderful  proficiency  in  the  same  school, 
and  have  left  their  polemic  tutors  altogether  in  the  hack  ground  !  Our  most 
strenuous  '  contenders  for  the  faith  !  —  at  least  a  lai^e  portion  of  them  —  to  save 
the  risk  of  punishing  the  sin  as  it  alights  from  the  back  of  the  sinner,  have  fair- 
ly made  the  discovery  that  sin  exists  without  any  sinner  at  all !  Oh,  yes  !  - 
There  is  theft  without  a  thief!  —  Robbery  without  a  robber  !  —  Instead  of  say- 
ing, as  in  olden  time  —  <  Thou  art  the  man,^  we  must  now  say, '  thou  art  the  sin 
—  No  !  Not  the  sm  !  The  mistake,  the  '  calamity  /'  ^-  Instead  of  saying, 
*•  By  their  fruits  shall  ye  know  them,**  we  should  rather  say  —  "  By  the 
fruits  ye  shall  not  know  whether  the  trte  be  good  or  evil,  or  whether  there  be  any 
tree  at  all !" 

It  is  humiliating  to  find  so  splendid,  and  in  many  respects,  so  admirable  a  work 
as  that  of  Dr.  Channing,  despoiled  of  its  beauty,  and  rifled  of  its  power  by  so 
miserable  a  fallacy.  Many  of  our  friends,  I  am  aware,  have  criticized  the  other 
errors  of  the  book,  without  seeming  to  have  detected  this  primary  source  of  them 
alL  Nay  —  in  some  instances,  while  seeming  almost  to  8Walk>w  the  gilded  book 
themselves.  Dr.  Channing  takes  many  exceptions  to  onr  statements  and  meas- 
VLres.  But  it  would  be  easy  to  show  that  every  one  of  them  originates  in  this 
fallacy.  Yes !  If  Dr.  Channing  could  only  be  persuaded  to  say  that  he  who 
commits  robbery  is  a  robber,  and  that  he  who  steals  is  a  thief,  he  would  become, 
not  almost,  but  altogether,  such  an  Abolitionist  as  ourselves.  *  Little  cliildren,  let 
no  man  deceive  yon  '  by  this  fanciful  9eparation  of  the  actor  from  the  action.  — 
<  He  that  doeth  righteousness  is  righteons.'  But  *  he  that  committeth  sin  is  of 
the  Evil  One.' 

It  is  said  in  support  of  this  theory  that  men  sin  without  knowing  it  I  grant 
that  the  sin  of  comparative  ignorance  is,  comparatively  speaking,  winked  at.  I 
grant  that  the  guilt  of  transgression  may  be  in  proportion  to  the  light  resisted. 
But  I  deny  that  men,  and  especially  Christians,  can  commit  robbery  all  their 
lives  long,  vnthout  knowing  it  If  I  believed  it  I  should  believe  that  they  have 
no  consciences  to  be  reached.  I  should  give  them  up  in  despair.  But  what 
mean.  Sir,  those  loaded  pistols,  under  the  pillow  ?  What  mean  those  nightly 
patrols  ?  those  vigilance  Committees  ?  these  threats  of  violence  and  blood  ?  They 
prove.  Sir,  the  oppressor  is  a  man,  with  the  conscience  of  a  man,  and  not  the 
mere  animal  his  apologist  would  make  him,  less  capable  of  moral  culture  than 
the  slave ! 

I  protest,  Sir,  against  this  casuistry,  because  it  disarms  the  truth  of  its  native 
power.  Let  facts  be  consulted  on  this  point  I  can  give  jou  one  incident.  Sir, 
deserving  a  place  among  the  experiments,  which  ought  to  be  made  and  registered 
preparatory  to  that  inductive  moral  philosophy,  which  should  have  found,  ere  this, 
a  place  among  the  Sciences.  I  know  of  the  man,  Sir,  remotely  connected  with 
slave-holding,  who  commenced  the  reading  of  Channing  with  intense  interest 
Nothing  before  had  succeeded  in  riveting  his  attention.  His  high  esteem  for  Dr. 
Channing  forbade  him  to  pass  his  book  unread.  The  Chapters  on  *'  Property  ** 
'  and  on  *'  Rights  "  were  full  of  arrows  which  went  through  his  souL  As  he  read 
the  **  Evils  of  Slavery  "  his  spirit  withered.     In  one  of  the  coldest  days  in  Jan- 
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mry  he  songfat  repeatedly  the  doora  and  windows  for  the  fresh  air,  and  remmed 
his  reading  with  a  pale  cheek.  Bnt  mark,  Sir.  When  he  came  to  the  Chapter 
of  **  Explanations  *'  and  learned  how  the  sinner  coald  be  divorced  from  his  sin,  or 
rather,  how  there  conid  be  robbery  without  a  robber,  his  color  came  again.  He 
concluded  his  Southern  friends  were  in  a  less  dangerous  and  guilty  condition  than 
be  had  supposed.  He  made  himself  quiet,  and  the  last  state  of  that  man  b 
worse  than  the  first 

This  is  the  practical  effect  Sir,  of*  the  fastidious  decorum  of  whksh  I  have 
been  speaking.  A  decorum  which  reconciles  the  Church  to  a  carckas  of  rotten- 
ness, which  binds  the  earth  in  the  strong  bands  of  sin,  and  bids  her  lie  steeped  iu 
human  blood.  This  is  the  decorum  which  so  beseechingly  invites  the  friends  of 
the  Anti-Slavery  cause  to  cut  adrift  from  the  censorious,  the  vituperatiye,  and  ex- 
ceedingly indecorous  and  ungentlemanly  William  Lloto  Garrison. 

I  stand  not  here,  Mr.  President,  as  the  apologist,  or  as  the  eulogist  of  any  man, 
and  certainly  it  does  not  appear  to  me  that  the  fair  Tame  of  our  friend  Garrison  re- 
quires either  gulogy  or  apology  at  my  hands.  Another  generation  of  men,  not 
ours,  will  write  his  epitaph,  and  whether  it  be  written  or  not,  matters  little  to  him 
or  to  us.  But  the  work.  Sir,  in  which  we  are  engaged,  requires  us  to  estimate 
correctly  the  instruments  with  which  we  are  laboring,  and  the  laborers  with 
whom  we  associate.  And  I  wish.  Sir,  to  say  that  the  Liberator  and  William 
JJoyd  Garrison  are  auxiliaries,  which  the  cause  cannot  spare  and  of  whose  aid 
we  should  be  wise,  more  efiectually  and  more  extensively  to  avail  ourselves.  I 
say  not  that  they  are  faultless.  I  know  of  no  faultless  human  instruments.  Bnt 
I  do  say  that  by  far  the  greater  part  of  the  complaints  urged  against  them  would 
never  have  been  uttered  by  a  Bunyan,a  Baxter,  or  a  Paul  —  would  neyer  have 
been  conceived,  but  for  the  fastidious  decorum  of  this  age  of  hypocrisy  and  crime. 

My  mind  runs  back.  Sir,  to  nearly  seven  years  ago,  when  I  used  to  walk  with 
oar  friend  Garrison  across  yonder  Common,  and  to  converse  on  the  great  enter- 
prize  for  which'  we  are  now  met  The  work,  then,  was  all  future.  It  existed 
only  in  the  af dent  prayer  and  the  fixed  resolves.  How  rapid  and  wonderful  have 
been  the  developments  of  the  last  seven  years  !  They  flit  before  me  like  a  con- 
iased  shadow.  But  I  have  a  distinct  impression  of  the  course  of  William  Lloyd 
Garrison.  Never,  for  a  moment,  amid  the  smoke  and  dust  of  the  battle  has  his 
path  been  obscured  or  dubious.  Whoever  else  has  half  wavered  or  faultered,  it 
was  not  he.  Whoever  else  has,  for  a  moment,  mistaken  the  standard  of  dark- 
ness for  the  banner  of  light,  it  was  not  he.  Whoever  else  has  unwarily  pointed 
our  pursuing  legions  to  the  wrong  track,  it  has  seldom,  if  ever,  been  he. 

I  said.  Sir,  the  cause  needed  the  *  Liberator  *  of  Mr.  Garrison.  Yet  I  appre- 
ciate the  advantages  to  be  derived  from  the  circulation  of  periodksals  emanating 
firom  an  official  source,  speaking  in  the  name  of  the  great  National  Society,  and 
moving  with  dignified  and  solemn  pace.  They  can  be  prepared  with  delibera- 
tion, they  can  be  guarded  by  joint  counsel.  They  can  be  confidingly  circulated  by 
many,  perhaps  among  many,  with  whom  the  work  of  a  lone  individual  would 
find  less  favor.  I  rejoice  that  our  cause  is  supplied  with  these  aids.  But  I  know 
too,  the  mighty  power  of  the  individual,  as  he  stands  braced  in  his  self-collected 
strength,  fredh  from  the  mount  of  communion,  and  asking  counsel  only  of  his 
God.  The  eloquent  Channing  has  not  overdrawn  the*  picture.  We  know,  Bir. 
President,  if  ^  did  not,  where  we  may  place  our  eyes  on  the  original  of  that 
pietorOy  or  one  who  justly  may  claim  the  portrait ;  and  I  trust  we  shall  show  by 
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onrmiuiiMr  of  nsiiig  the  power  of  afllKated  tflMMriatiDD,  that  iteanbo  wieMod  wiUh 
oot  the  destruction  of  personal  identjr  or  the  annihilation  of  indivdaal  indepeoc^- 
tnce  and  energy. 

I'he  task  of  such  an  Fditor,  Mr.  President,  is  an  ardaens  and  a  thankless  one. 
Hesmust  shield  his  friends  Uy  movements,  for  which  they  will  be  sore  to  censure 
bim.  He  must  save  the  cause  by  the  very  blows,  from  which  the  apparently  jo* 
dicions  will  antk:ipate  its  annihilation.  He  must  stand  on  an  eminence  from 
whence  he  can  sec  what  other  men  cannot  sq^  ;  he  must  be  eyes  to  the  blind, 
whose  want  of  eye-night  will  lead  them  to  make  war  upon  their  beneiuctor.  H« 
most  ronse  men  from  their  dangerous  sleep  who,  while  they  begin  to  see  men  as 
trees  walking,  will  murmur  because  they  are  waked,  and  ioKtead  of  thanking  their 
deliverer,  find  fault  with  the  rudeness  that  dii«tuibed  them,  and  assnnie  to  give  di- 
rections, when  they  should  be  beginning  to  learn.  To  such  an  Editor,  defeat  is 
disgrace  as  well  as  discomfiture  ;  and  the  anticipation  of ,  success  is  the  anticipa- 
tion of  the  period  when  he  must  be  forgotten,  and  the  triumph  be  led  forward  bj 
more  popular  and  courtly  leaders. 

Alone  on  his  watch  tower  he  must  survey  the  whole  field  of  the  conflict  with 
a  glance  that  comprehends  the  universe  —  yet  be  is  exported  to  explore  every  eor* 
ner  of  it  with  the  precision  that  would  analyze  a  mole-hill !  As  the  countless 
forms  of  deception  and  sin  play  around  him,  he  must  adjust  his  blow  and  poias 
his  aim.  If  he  strikes  one  moment  too  soon,  he  strikes  the  empty  space  to  whicb 
his  adversary  has  not  quite  arrived.  If  a  moment  too  late,  the  Demon  has  pass- 
ed  on,  and  seized  its  prey,  or  has  ascended  perchance,  the  sacred  desk,  trans- 
formed to  an  angel  of  light !  He  must  strike  with  bis  whole  strength,  or  he  will 
fiiil  of  thorough  execution.  The  blow  must  be  levelled  with  the  accuracy  tbat 
would  dissect  a  feathery  or  the  monster  will  be  missed  ;  or  else  —  alas  !  alas  ( 
what  is  far  worse,  some  good  man,  yes  !  some  surpassingly  good  man  will  be 
making  dolefully  wry  faces  on  account  of  his  f)oor  toes  or  fingers,  which  weret 
very  innt*eentty  and  **  prudently  *'  concealed  beneath  the  snaky  folds  ! 

I  saidi  Mr.  President,  tbe  Liberator  should  be  supported.  But  what,  is  supper!  \ 
Let  me  tell  you.  Sir,  what  it  is  not  I  have  had  some  experience  hi  these  umI- 
ters.  Tbe  support  of  a  paper  is  not  to  subscribe  and  never  think  of  paying  till 
some  one  e<dU  for  the  money,  at  an  expense  of  collection  amounting  to  more  thaa 
the  profits.  It  is  not  to  tax  a  publisher  with  postage  which  should  be  pwd 
by  the  subscriber. 

The  adequate  support  of  a  pepor  devoted  to  tbe  work  of  reform  can  never  be 
found  in  its  subscription  list  Men  do  not  pay  away  money  for  the  means  of 
changing  their  own  opinions,  still  less,  for  the  reproof  of  their  own  sins.  Ex- 
perience teaches  that  Temperance  papers  must  be  supported,  as  a  tract  cireulatiojs 
is  supported,  by  the  gratuities  of  the  friends  of  the  cause.  The  '*  Emancipator  *' 
and  **  Human  Rights  **  are  now  circulated  in  this  way,  and  1  see  no  reason  why 
the  Liberator  should  not  be  circulated  in  the  same  manner.  Its  being  published 
by  an  individual  instead  of  a  Society  should  make  no  difference,  for  it  is  not  pub- 
lished for  private  emolument.  At  least  2,500  dollars  should  be  raised  tbe  present 
year  for  this  purpose.  And  800  dollars  I  am  persuaded,  can  be  raised  in  Khode 
Island. 

Tbe  exigencies  of  our  country,  Mr.  President,  if  I  mistake  not,  require  a  vast 
iperease  of  effort,  immediate,  vigorous  effort,  if  she  is  to  be  saved  from  destmetioa. 
I  know  it  is  common  to  praise  our  great  acfaievments  and  anticipate  one  gleriev- 
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pwrgpecti.  Bat  I  htTe' never  leanied  to  doit»  end  therefore  eannot  be  a  ]N>|mlar 
aBDiveraarj  epeeker.  Mr-  Pre«kleQt,  I  cannot  rend  the  tokens  of  oor  rising  greal> 
ne^u.  I  do  not  thaa  decipher  the  signs  of  the  passing  times.  I  see,  and  rejoice 
to  see  the  progress  of  oar  Bible,  Tract,  nnd  Missionary  Societies,  our  Sunday 
Schools,  our  Temperance/ and  Peace,  and  Moral  Reform,  and  Anti-Slavery  e^ 
forts.  Had  A  not  been  for  these,  we  should  have  been  shipwrecked  long  ago. 
And  yet,  for  five  and  twenty  years,  Mr.  President,  have  I  watched  with  aching 
lieart  and  anxious  eye,  the  retrograde  movement  of  oor  repoblic.  —  Yes  !  Retro* 
gade  !  What  ?  amid  all  our  glorious  institutions  and  cheering  reforms  ?  —  Yet, 
sir  !  Retrograde  !  Do  not  the  Secretaries  of  the  Mission,  Tract,  and  Edaeation 
Boards  assure  ns  that  the  increase  of  population  is  outmnnin^  the  increase  of 
evangelical  instruction  ?  That  the  march  of  the  man  of  am  is  unchecked  ?  Do 
not  our  records  of  incr^ng  crimes  assure  us,  that  vice  and  heathenism  are  gain* 
lag  ground  ?  And,  Mr.  President,  when  the  words  of-  Washington,  of  Jefierson,  of 
Franklin,  of  Rush,  and  of  Pinckney,  cannot  be  repeated  withooC  the  cry  of  **  fa* 
Bftticism,'*  and  the  threat  of  disunion  and  blood  ;  when  Fanenil  Hall  becomes  tbt 
eradle  of  slavery,  are  we  not  adaieniahed,  sir,  that  Liberty,  at  well  as  intelligelioe 
■od  virtue,  are  on  the  wane. 

Bat  how  is  this  ?  methinks  I  hear  some  one  inquiring  !  —  How  is  it  that  we 
can  be  going  bctekwards^  with  all  this  rapid  and  visible  movement  onwardi  ? 
Do  we  not  see  the  improvements  that  ire  making  every  day  ?  Do  we  not  mark 
ibe  progress  that  is  making,  week  by  week  ?     How  is  all  this  ? 

I  will  tell  yon  how  it  is,  JMr.  President  It  is  as  when  the  stately  afaip  outa 
through  the  water,  at  the  rate  of  four  miles  an  hour,  while  the  under  current 
ifl  earrying  the  whole  body  of  the  ocean,  ehip  and  all,  backwards,  six  miles  an 
boar !  t 

Mr.  Presklent,  were  you  ever  entering  the  straits  o£  Malacca,  eastwaid  boond, 
tewards  the  dose  of  the  sooth-west  Monscfon,  just  as  it  was  dying  away,  t» 
be  socceedod  by  a  six  months*  blast  from  the  north-east —dead  ahead  ? 

I  have.  Sir,  and  well  do  I  remember  that  intense  anxiety  and  peril.  How 
nnxiously  did  we  watch  the  lingering  winds  !  How  sedulously  spread  the  flow- 
ing sail  !  How  solicitously  mark  our  progress  through  the  rippling  waves  I 
M'ben  the  customary  time  had  elapsed,  we  began  to  look  out  for  the  high  moun* 
tains  of  dueda  ahead,  when  hark  !  the  man  aloft  cries  out  **  Land  ho  ! ! '  From 
the  quarter  deck  comes  the  instant  response  — "  Where-away  ?  "  (i.  e.  in 
what  direction  ?)  "  Astern,  Sir  !  **  —  "  Astern  ?  "  —  ♦•  Ay,  Sir,  Astern  !  Di- 
rectly oyer  the  larboard  quarter.**  —  **  What  land  can  Aiere  be  in  that  direction  ? 
—  Hand  up  the  chart*'  A  moment's  glance  decides  the  mystery.  It  id  the 
Micobar  Islands,  and  with  all  our  cheering  progress  through  the  water,  instead  of 
having  crossed  the  Straits  of  Malacca,  we  had  been  drifting  beck  into  the  buy  of 
'Bengal !  The  coral  reefs  were  but  a  little  distance  from  Uii,  where  many  a  gallant 
bark  had  laid  her  bones.  The  favorable  monsoon  was  whispering  its  last  sighs. 
Oor  passage  through  the  straits  must  be  speedily  secured,  or  our  best  resort  was  n 
•ix  months  anchorage  ground,  or  a  circuitous  voyage  through  the  Southern  and 
Pacifie  Oceans  -*  twenty  thousand  miles  inetiead  of  five  hundred,  to  the  port  of 
oor  destination  ! 

Soeh,  Sk,  is  die  precise  condition  of  oor  ehip  of  state,  oar  baik  of  moiml  M- 
fbrm,  when  ear  wise  pilots  ore  exelaimiiif  —  "  Too  fast  I  Take  «aie  1  Yen  eat 
§011^  too  iaat  1 " 
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Too  fast  f  Mr.  Presdent.  Unless  we  can  go  faster  than  we  hare  yef  done,  w» 
mnst  soon  take  up  the  lamentation  —  **  The  harvest  is  past,  the  sommer  is  ended« 
and  oar  work  is  not  done  !  ** 

Serioosly,  Mr.  President,  I  know  not  what  calculations  others  are  making,  bat 
I  expect  the  next  six  -or  twelve  months  will  decide  the  destiny  of  oar -Republic  ; 
and  nothing  bnt  the  most  gigantic  and  nnprecedented  efibrts  can  avail  as  anything. 
Some  people  seem  to  suppose  the  crisis  has  already  passed,  that  the  day  of  mobs 
has  gone  by,  and  that  there  is  no  danger  of  despotic  legisladop  agaust  freedona 
of  speech  and  of  the  press.  There  is  a  little  respite,  at  the  present  moment,  I 
know,  and  we  ought  to  improve  it ;  there  is  a  temporary  calm,  and  we  should 
prepare  for  the  tempest  it  betokens  !  If  I  mistake  not,  Sir,  the  aristocracy  of 
this  nation,  at  the  North  and  at  the  South,  are  concentrating  their  energies  for 
such  a  struggle  with  freedom,  as  the  world  has  never  yet  witnessed.  Never,  Sir, 
was  the  cause  of  universal  despotism  called  upon  to  make  such  an  onset  before. 
She  has  contended  with  bayonets  and  brute  force,  and  on  that  battle  ground.  Sir, 
■he  is  at  home.  But  never.  Sir,  since  the  days  of  Moses  and  Aaron,  has  she 
been  thus  challenged  by  moral  power,  by  the  breath  of  almighty  truth,  to  each 
a  contest.  Will  she  surrender  at  discretion  ?  No,  Sir  !  Gog  and  Magog  are  al* 
ready  marshalling  their  legions.  Just  at  this  crisis,  they  hardly  know  where  to 
1>egin.  They  are  calling  on  each  other  to  take  the  lead.  The  South  calls  upoa 
the  North.  Congress  is  looking  to  State  Authorities,  the  States  to  Congress,  and 
mob  law  is  resting  on  her  oars  to  see  whether  statute  law  will  do  her  despotic 
woric  more  eflfoctnally.  If  so,  well.  If  not,  she  rushes  like  the  famished  lioneas 
to  her  prey. 

Mark  me.  Sir,  though  no  son  of  a  prophet,  I  predict  there  will  yet  be  a  fearful 
effort  to  crush  the  liberties  of  this  people  by  legislation.  Our  literary,  theologHsal, 
and  political  giants  are  not  furbishing  their  steel  and  mastering  their  armies  for 
nothing.  The  trial  will  be  made,  unless  foreclosed  by  their  sudden  and  simalta- 
neous  exposure  before  the  entire  people.  This  is  the  work  that  is  needed  noto. 
K  it  is  not  promptly  done,  the  people  will  sleep  on,  till  their  chains  ar^  riveted, 
and  despotism  established  on  her  throne.  Or  if  this  effort  should  faU  —  if  legida- 
tion  diould  not  succeed — then,  Si^,  some  six  or  twelve  months  hence,  vnlesa 
discomfited  by  our  broad  flasli  of  pure  light,  entering  into  evei^  dark  creviee  of 
ear  land,  the  combined  forces  of  aristocracy  and  anarchy  vdll  be  let  loose  again  — 
BOt  in  the  mere  boy's  play  of  hurling  rotten  eggs  ^d  brick4>ats — not  in  the  mere 
predatory  skirmishes  of  southern  Lynch  law  ;  but  in  that  nameless  development 
of  which  the  annals  of  the  world  afford  no  parallel  — before  the  records  of  which 
the  bloody  story  of  the  first  French  Revolution  will  become  stale  and  insipid  -« 
m  a  word,  by  that  unprecedented  catastrophe,  for  which  the  unprecedented  blese- 
ings  and  corruptions  of  this  nation  have  for  so  long  a  period  been  ripening  her  ! 

Mr.  President,  what  are  abolitionists  doing  ?  What  are  they  expecting  ?  le 
it  by  less  than  the  Levitical  tithe  of  income  ?  Is  it  by  two  or  three  days*  labor, 
or  rather  amusement,  in  the  coarse  of  the  coming  year,  that  they  can  save  theooH 
■elves,  their  country,  (heir  posterity,  their  liberties,  and  the  cause  of  holy  freodom 
on  the  earth  ?  No,  Sir  !  They  have  not  begun  to  understand  the  crisis,  nor 
their  responsibilities — no^  nor  even  their  personal  interests.  We  stand,  Sir, 
where  John  Hancock  and  John  Adams  stood,  when  they  signed  the  Declaration 
we  have  now  signed,  of  inaUerMlfle  human  rights  !  We  stand.  Sir,  a*  they 
did,  with  A  price  upon  our  heads,  and  the  halter  preparing  for  our  necks,  nnleM 
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wt  snccMd,  and  that  qteedily^  Tliey  pledged  their  Uvea,  their  fortnnea,  and  their 
aacred  honor.  We  must  do  the  same,  Sir.  And  it  miiat  not  be  a  "  mere  flourish  of 
rhetoric."  The  pledge  must  be  part  of  the  price  !  What  shall  it  profit  a  man, 
to  save  hia  wealth  and  lose  his  own  life  ?  or  his  liberty,  which  is  dearer  than  life .' 
To  resume  the  illustration  I  just  used,  Sir,  — We  are  entering  upon  the  crisis 
of  our  voyage.  The  narrow  passage  is  before  us  —  the  hidden  shoals  are  around 
and  beneath  us.  Dark  scuds  are  lowering  on  the  horizon.  I1ie  coral  groToa  are 
just  under  our  stem.  The  Monsoon  of  freedom,  enjoyed  by  our  fathers,  seems  dying 
away.  Our  sails  are  spread — we  are  rippling  the  water.  But  the  currents.  Sir, 
bow  set  the  cnrrento  ?  The  landmarks,  where  are  they  ?  Aye,  Sir,  the  land- 
marks !  The  syren  song  is,  *'  you^  are  going  too  fast'*  Alas,  Sir,  yon  are  not 
going  half  fast  enough  !  Shake  out  every  reef.  Stretch  every  rag  of  canvaaa. 
Laah  the  watchman  to  the  mast-head.  Look  out  for  the  land  astern,  lest  the 
voyage  be  lost,  and  ages  of  darkness  and  tempests  intervene,  before  the  setting  in 
of  another  &vorable  Monsoon. 

Rev.  C.  P.  Qrbflvenor  introduced,  and  ably  advocated  the  follow- 
ing resolution. 

Resolvedf  That  the  Massachusetts  Anti-Slavery  Society,  having  incurred  ^oat 
expense,  and  bein?  now  deeply  in  debt,  in  consequence  of  its  great  exertions  in 
the  oaose  of  abolition,  we  recommend  to  auxiliary  Societies  and  other  friends 
of  the  cause,  to  contribute  liberally  in  aid  of  its  funds  —  and  that  a  collection 
be  now  taken  and  a  subscription  be  nowopened„for  this  purpose. 

This  resolution  was  sustained  also  by  S.  £.  Sewall,  Esq.  of  this 
city,  Geo.  Russell  of  Kingston,  and  Isaac  Winslow  of  Danvers,  each 
in  a  strain  of  remark,  which  evinced  a  spirit  ready  to  spend  and  be 
spent  in  a  cause,  to  which  they  were  asking  others  to  codtribute. 
In  consequence  of  this  appeal,  a  contribution  was  immediately  gathn 
ered  of  $105  in  cash,  and  in  subscriptions  amounting  to  $1045  for 
the  Massachusetts  Anti-Slavery  Society,  and  $75  dollars  for  the 
Liberator. 

The  following  resolutions  wpre  then  offered  and  supported  in  a 
short,  impressive  speecli  by  Dr.  Sylvanus  Brown. 

Resolved,  That  the  members  of  this  Convention  consider  tlieir  sentiments  ae 
abolitionlats  to  be  in  strict  conformity  with  the  spirit  and  precept  of  the  Gospel, 
and  that  aa  such  we  believe  it  is  our  religtous  duty  to  propagate  them,  and  to 
pray  for  their  universal  extension  and  success. 

Aesolvedy  That  it  is  the  duty  of  this  Convention  and  of  all  true  and  consis- 
tent abolitionists  to  ascribe  their  success  to  God  —  and  peculiarly  at  this  time 
it  is  our  duty  and  privilege  with  thanksgiving  and  praise  to  say,  nitherto  hath 
the  Lord  helped  us. 

Resolved,  That  relying  on  God  for  wisdom,  strength  and  guidance,  we  will 
nnitedly  and  individually  implore  his  Omnipotent  nelp,  to  eradicate  Slavery 
from  our  beloved  country  —  in  the  fullbelief  of  that  gracious  promise,  that  every 
plant  that  our  Heavenly  Father  bath  not  planted  shall  be  rooted  up. 

Rev.  Orange  Scott  then  introduced  the  following  resolution,  which 
was  adopted  unanimously. 

Resolved,  That  we  mark  with  grateful  reverence  the  example  aet  before  na 
by  the  philanthropists  of  Britain  respecting  the  abolition  of  Slavery,  and  report 
to  tfaem,  with  hearts  deeply  penetrated,  the  faithfolaesa  and  aucceaa  of  the  no- 
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ble  •pmtt  they  haT«  leitt  to  onr  aid ;  and  that  in  Tinw  of  thi«  entbe  awakened 

country,  roused  by  George  Thompson  to  a  knowIedg;e  of  its  cherished  enmity 
to  ematicipatinn,  we  owe  to  him,  and  those  who  orranted  his  aid  to  our  request, 
lobe  morom  1  iriore  fnithful  to  the  cause,  to  which  he  sacrificed  all  his  persoual 
interests  at  the  hazard  of  his  life. 

Mr.    PRBSfDEIfT  :-* 

Great  Britain  has  truly,  set  ns  a  noble  example.  She  has  abolished  skrery 
throughoat  her  dominions.  She  has  learned  that  colored  men  have  iouU  —  that 
colored  men  have  righti.  An  act  of  the  British  Parliament,  which  took  efieet 
on  the  Ist  of  August,  1834,  created,  in  a  single  day,  eight  handred  tboosand  Brit- 
ish citizens  !  yes  sir,  eight  hundred  thousand  goods  and  chattel*  changed  into  in- 
telligent beings,  claiming  and  enjoying  the  rights  of  citizens!  A  reTiooBlyef 
by-gone  dark  ages  remams — the  six  years  apprenticeship  system,  to  prepare 
the  $laoe$  for  freedom.  But,  sir,  while  the  light  of  these  apprenticeship  lalaiMia 
may  be  compared  to  the  stars  of  heaven,  Antigua  and  Beranida,  where  emanei- 
pation  was  immediate  and  unconditional,  shine  forth  with  the  spleqdor  of  the 
son  at  ndoB  day,  showing  us,  incontrovertibly,  that  immediate  emancipation  u 
aafest  and  best  And  we  cannot  believe,  that  the  British  Parliament  will  snffbr 
the  apprenticeship  system  to  continue  through  the  six  years. 

We  find  it  very  convenient,  Mr.  President,  to  apologize  for  the  present  race  of 
man-stealers,  by  saying  slavery  was  imposed  upon  ua,when  we  were  Britisb  colo- 
nies. But  when  England  repents  of  her  sins  and  washes  out  her  stains,  and  then 
sends  her  eloquent  Thompson  to  lecture  us  on  the  evils  of  slavery,  and  stir  na  up 
to  repentance,  we  shrink  from  the  light  which  makes  maniiest,  and  cry  out  **  foi^ 
^ign  emissary  !'*  We  love  our  sins  too  well  to  be  willing  to  accept  of  any  aki, 
foreign  or  domestic,  in  getting  rid  of  them.  Mr.  Thompson,  however,  baa  been 
signally  instrumental  in  waking  up  our  country.  We  had  long  been  under  the  in- 
fluence of  a  deadly  lethargy  —  but  the  charm  is  broken.  There  is  now  an  ex- 
citement through  the  whole  length  and  breadth  of  the  land.  Evbjt  eye  and  every 
ear  is  open.  The  spirit  of  inquiry  has  gone  forth.  The  abolitionists  and  their 
opponents  have  accomplished  one  object,  which  they  have  bad  in  view  from  the 
beginning,  that  is,  to  wake  up  public  attention  to  the  subject  of  tlaveiy.  The 
rights  of  the  colored  roan  are  now  everywhere  discussed  ;  and  though  in  most 
instances,  but  one  side  of  the  subject  is  presented,  yet  better  so  than  not  at  alL 
Slavery  cannot  be  touched,  pro  or  con,  without  making  abolitionists.  Let  us  have 
anything  but  dead  silence.  Our  opponents  are  well  aware  that  abolitionisi^  is 
the  certain  reeult  of  discussion.  And,  therefore,  to  hush  us  to  silence,  thej 
thunder  and  storm  — they  agitate  the  subject  to  put  it  to  rest. 

The  visit  of  our  beloved  brother  Thompson,  in  connectron  with  other  means, 
has  called  forth  (not  created)  the  enmity,  of  slaveholders  and  their  apologists*  to 
emancipation.  It  existed  before  ;  but  the  abolition  hook  has  drawn  out  this 
Leviathan. 

Mr.  President,  the  abolition  field  is  the  world — and  Mr.  Thompson  is  stfll  in 
that  field.  His  voice  shall  still  be  heard  —  his  influence  shall  still  be  felt  £i^- 
land  keeps  up  this  discussion,  and  will  till  the  last  slave  is  freo  ! 

It  has  been  tauntingly  said,  that  Mr.  Thompson,  in  his  mission  to  this  country, 
was  supported  by  a  society  of  ladies.  This  circumstance.  Sir,  gives  additional 
importance  to  that  mission.  The  ladies  were  among  the  most  efficient  advocates 
of  the  soflfering  slave  in  England.     And,  indeed,  they  generally  tilke  the  lead  is 
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owcrj  good  work.  Who  iteod  bj  the  eroM  of  Chiiit  wbon  ho  wu  croeified, 
afW  tho  most  of  hit  dincipleti  had  forsook  him  and  fled  ?  Ttoo  women.  Who 
were  Qnt  at  his  sepalchre,  on  the  morn  of  his  resurrection  ?  Women.  And 
women,  Sir,  are  conttitutionaJly  abolitionists.  We  are  not  ashamed  to  ac- 
knowledge that  the  wom*  n  and  children  are  with  tu.  Let  as  secure  the  co- 
operation of  the  ladies,  and  the  gentlemen  will  not  be  fur  in  the  rear. 

And  now,  >ir,  what  hare  the  aboliiionists  done  ?  or  rather,  in  the  words  of 
Henry  Clay,  **  what  have  they  not  done  ?  Col.  Eenton  says  they  have  pot  back 
emancipaion  fifty  years  !  Tndeed  !  A  set  of  **  addle-headed  fools**  who  are  in- 
oapnble  of  doing  either  gncKl  or  hnrt,  have  put  back  emancipation  fifly  years ! 
Bot  this  seems  to  imply  that  there  was  some  advance  towards  enumcipation  ^^ 
if  so,  in  what  did  it  consiAt }  Slaveholders  toll  us  they  never  intend  to  emanci- 
pate their  slaves — that  they  have  the  same  objections  to  emancipation,  however 
reofwte,  as  to  immediate.  How  then  eould  the  aboliiionists  put  that  back  Rfiy 
years,  which  is  never  to  take  place  1  Why,  Sir,  before  half  of  fi(^y  years  are 
gone,  every  slave  in  our  country  will  be  as  free  as  Col.  Benton  \ 

'*  Bat  why,"  it  is  often  asked,  *'  do  yoa  discuss  the  subject  of  slavery  in  the 
North  ?  There  are  no  slaves  here.**  So  it  seems  we  most  not  discus*  the  qaee- 
tion  in  the  North,  because  there  are  no  slaves  here  —  nor  in  the  South,  because 
there  are  slaves  there.  And  the  conclusion  is,  it  roust  not  be  discussed  at  alL 
Bot,  Sir,  slavery  will  never  be  abolished,  except  by  violent  means,  till  the  sub- 
ject shall  have  been  generally  discussed,  and  that  discussion,  must,  as  a  nrmtter  of 
coarse,  commence  in  the  North.  So  far  from  being  |>ermitted  to  go  to  the  South 
in  person,  even  our  publications  are  Lynched,  ere  they  reach  their  place,  of  des- 
tination. Northern  discnssion  is,  at  present,  the  okl.y  remedy.  I  know  not 
that  any-other  has  been  proposed  or  thought  of.  It  is  pretty  generally  admitted 
oa  all  sides,  that  colonization  can  never  free  om  country  from  slavery  —  and 
those  who  oppose  discussion,  propose  nothing  as  a  substitute.  We  are  then  to 
ehoose  between  iomething  and  nothing.  We  have  seen  the  effect  of  the  dio- 
e«ask>n  of  the  slave  question  in  Eaglaod,  and  we  never  wtU  give  it  up  here  till 
■omething  better  is  proposed. 

Sir,  slavery  is  a  sin  agaimtt  God  and  the  rights  of  humanity  —  and  thn  is  a 
•nfficient  reason  for  discussing  it  anywhere  and  everywhere.  The  principle 
that  one  man  can  hold  property  in  another,  is  a  wicked  principle,  under  all  cir- 
enraatances  and  in  all  places.  The  principle,  the  thing  it<ielf,  is  the  same  in  the 
bands  of  a  minister,  church  member,  or  infidel.  No  hands,  no  circumstance* 
can  sanctify  it,  or  make  it  good.  It  is  evil,  only  evil,  and  that  continually.  Sla* 
very  has  been  driven  by  the  abolitionists  into  every  nook  and  comer,  till  finally ,. 
as  the  last  resort,  it  has  taken  refuge  in  the  Bible  —  and  there  we  are  willing  to 
meet  it.     By  that  book  let  it  be  tried,  and  by  that  it  shall  stand  or  fall. 

Slavery,  Mr.  President,  is  a  national  sin,  and,  therefore,  we  dispoas  it  in  the 
North.  It  exista  under  the  jurisdiction  of  the  General  Government.  We  hold 
the  same  relation  to  the  sin  of  slavery  in  the  District  of  Columbia  and  in  the  Ter- 
ritories, as  the  Southern  States  do.  Northern  Representatives  and  Senators  make 
a  part  of  that  Congress,  which  must  abolish  slavery  in  those  places,  if  it  be  ever 
abolished.  But,  Sir,  I  must  stop.  My  heart  is  full.  I  shouM  be  glad  to  Vay 
more,  but  the  lateness  of  the  hour  precludes  further  remarks  from  me.  The  dajr 
■tar  of  fireedom.has  arisen.  The  light  of  universal  emancipation  dawns  upoa 
eor  land,  and  upon  the  world.  The  redemption  of  millions  drawa  nigh.  A 
national  jubilee  is  at  hand  ! 
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For  want  of  time  the  foUowing  resolutioo  was  also  oflTered  and 
passed  without  eliciting  any  remarks,  by  Samuel  Norris  of  Salisbury. 

Resolved^  That  tkii  Convention  highly  approre  of  the  circulation  of  the 
^jUi'Slaver^  AtmanaCy  and  recommend  to  all  those  who  sympathize  with  \hm 
opprened  victims  olf  slavery,  to  assist  in  scatteriog  it  as  wiclely  as  possible. 

Adopted. 

ReF.  T\lr.  Storrs  of  Concord,  N.  H.,  offered  the  following,  and  itf 
a  few  minutes  said  much  that  was  worth  preserving. 

Rtsolved,  That,  inasmuch  as  the  daihj  practice  of  abolitionists  ou^ht  to  bear 
in  every  possible  way  upon  this  subject,  we  recommend  the  establishment  as 
soon  as  hereailerroay  be,  of  a  free  labiir  store  in  Boston,  which  shall  supply  the 
auziliuy  Societies  throughout  the  State  with  the  means  o^  supplying  such  stores 
in  the  vicinity  of  each  society. 

By  Re?.  J,  V.  Himes  of  Boston, 

Resolved,  That  freedom  of  speech  and  freedom  of  the  press,  being  the  only 
sure  foundations  of  free  institutions,  the  recent  attempts  ihrouffhout  our  coun- 
try  to  prevent  and  interrupt  the  meetings,  and  suppre^  the  publicitions  of  abo- 
litionists, by  lawless  violence,  ought  to  be  looked  on  with  horror  and  alarm  by 
every  friend  of  his  country,  of  liberty,  and  of  the  human  race. 

The  audience  then  rose  and  united  in  singing,  to  the  tune  of  Old 

Hundred  -^ 

"  From  all  that  dwell  below  the  skies,'*  &c.  ^^ 

^- —  /iyZu^tS^'rri^^^j^^ 

The  following  ingenious  disquisition  upon  the  Constituti<ra  was 
offered  to  the  meeting  on  the  afternoon  of  the  20th,  in  the  course  of 
the  debate,  which  arose  upon  the  resolution  offered  by  the  Rev.  H. 
C.  Wright  We  wish  the  argument  of  the  gentleman  on  the  other 
aide  had  been  also  furnished  us  for  publication. 
Mr.  Presidekt, — 

Since  the  opponents  of  onr  cause  seem  determined  to  dishonor  the  Constttu- 
tntion  of  our  country,  by  ascribing  to  it  so  foul  a  doctrine  as  the  righteousneee 
of  slavery,  I  must  esteem  it  of  great  importance  to  yindicate  the  Constitution 
from  sucn  reproach.  We  ought,  first  of  all,  to  determine  what  the  Constitu- 
tion is ;  and  I  conceive  it  to  consist  first  and  essentially  in  principles,  and  sec- 
ondly, in  the  form  of  government.  I  am  not  ignorant  that  the  propensity  is  prev- 
^alent  to  consider  and  speak  of  that  part  of  the  Constitution,  which  is  the  mere 
form  of  our  government,  as  the  entire  ponstitution  ;  but  1  know  that  a  body 
without  a  soul  is  not  a  man,  and  that  a/orm  of  government,  without  the  prin- 
ciples on  which  the  government  is  to  be  administered,  is  a  political  corpse. 

Etery  government  is  based  on  some  principles,  and  in  a  Republic  those  prin- 
ciples ought  to  be  recorded  and  annunciated,  or  there  can  be  no  stability^  and 
the  people  must  be  in  darkness  and  be  liable  to  any  abuses,  which  unprincipled 
rulers  may  impose  on  them,  through  such  false  constructions  of  constitutional 
provisions  as  may  suit  the  purposes  of  tvranny.  The  people,  in  a  republic,  are 
the  interpretors'of  the  Constitution,  which  tliey  themselves  have  framed.  In 
order  that,  from  generation  to  generation,  the  people  may  have  some  clear^ 
fixed,  unalterable  standard,  by  which  they  may  interpret  the  provisions  of  their 
Constitution,  some  fundamental  principles  must  be  agreed  on  and  published  to 
be  perpetually  kept  before  the  minds  of  the  whole  community.  Shall  the  goT- 
erntaent  always  be  administered  on  principles  of  righteousness  ?  Then  tnoaa  . 
principles  must  be  settled  at  the  beginning. 

The  notion  is  monstrous,  that  the  interpretation  of  the  Constitution  is  sub- 
mitted to  any  one  man,  or  to  any  legislature  or  court,  absolutely  and  exclusive- 
ly.   This  would  give  to  that  individual  or  that  body  of  men,  a  power  as  mighty 
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and  as  dan^jreroaa  as  was  ever  usurped  by  single  or  aristoeratic  despotism.  In 
this  republic,  the  right  and  the  duty  of  interpretation  is  everywhere — in  the 
Supreme  Court  —  in  the  President — in  each  lioase  of  Congress  —  in  the  State 
GovernmentSf  and  in  every  citizen.  AH  these  act  as  checks  und  balances  on 
each  other,  so  that  the  error  of  one  may  be  corrected  by  the  judgment  of  others. 
Herein  lies  our  security.  Without  this  we  have  no  security.  And  now,  to  aid 
and  guide  the  wiiole  to  a  right  interpretation,  well-defined  principles  must  be 
laid  at  the  foundation,  'i'hia  was  (^one  in  the  Declaration  of  Independence. 
To  show  that  I  am  not  in  error  here,  I  need  only  adduce  the  uni versa!  practice 
of  reading. that  document,  or  re-declaring  its  principles  on  every  fourth  of  July. 
This  is  not  done  for  the  purpose  of  annually  asserting  our  independence  of 
Qreat  Britain.  Such  an  annual  act  would  long  before  now  huve  become  ridic- 
ulous in  the  extreme.  As  well  might  the  man  of  sixty  celebrate  the  anniver- 
sary of  his  freedom  which  he  attained  at  twenty-one.  A  worthier  motive  than 
this  prompts  the  nation  to  review  the  principles  of  righteous  and  rightful  liber- 
ty every  year.  It  is  to  keep  in  view  and  to  transmit  to  posleriiy  those  great, 
foundation,  vital  principles  of  our  Constitution  —  those  prmciples  which  impart 
to  the  form  of  our  government  all  its  life,  and  eneigy,  and  stability.  Accord- 
ingly^the  following  portion  of  the  Declaration  has  usually  been  read  with  pecu- 
liar emphasis,  and  heard  with  thrilling  interest.  '^  We  hold  these  truths  to  be 
self-evidentj  that  all  men  are  created  equal ;  that  thev  are  endowed  by  their 
Creator  with  certain  unalienable  lights;  that  among  these  arQ  life,  liberty,  and 
the  pursuit  of  happiness;  that,  to  secure  these  rights,  governments  arc  int»ti- 
tuted  among  men,  deriving  their  just  powers  Yrom  the  consent  of  the  governed  > 
that,  whenever  any  form  of  government  becomes  destructive  of  these  ends,  it 
Is  the  right  of  the  people  to  alter  or  to  abolish  it,  and  to  institute  a  new  govern- 
ment,  laying  its  foundation  on  such  principles,  and  organizing  its  powers  in 
0uch  form  as  to  them  shall  seem  most  likely  to  effect  their  safety  and  happiness." 
This  portion  of  the  Declaration  contains  precisely  the  view  I  am  now  taking  of 
our  government.  '*  To  institute  a.  new  government,  laying  its  foundation  on 
Buch  principles,  and  organizing  its  powers  in  such  form,"  &.c.  Principles  and 
form.  Our  fathers  saw  tliat  to  organize  in  **  form  **  without  *'  principles,"  would 
be  creating  a  body  without  life.  They,  therefore,  annunciated  to  the  world,  the 
principles  on  which  they  intended  to«rect  the  politicnl  edifice.  And,  inasmuch 
as  their  purpose  was  not  to  rear,  a  Babel,  nor  to  establish  a  government  cf  rapine 
and  wrong,  they  sought  out  and  laid  down  those  principles,  which  were  settled 
as  riffhteons —  as  "  self-evident  truths,"  and  on  these  tney  declared  they  would 
build  the  government.  And  who,  of  the  present  generation,  will  avow  him- 
self ignorant  of  "  self-evident  truths  ? "  or  who  witlso  defame  the  memory  of 
the  worthy  dead  as  to  impute  to  the  fathers  of  our  country  the  hypocrisy  of 
avowing  as  **  self-evident"  such  **  truths "  as  they  did' avow,  and  then,  in  the 
eye  of  the  world  and  of  God,  practically  disavow  these  same  "  self-evident 
truths,"  Jby  insinuating  into  the  **  form  "  of  government,  which  they  **  organ- 
ized "  principles  by  themselves  and  everywhere  and  eternally  known  to  be  an- 
tagonist to  those  just  avowed  by  themselves?  I'hat  those,  who  impute  to  the 
framers  of  the  Constitution  such  duplieitj,  may,  in  some  in:«tances,  not  be 
aware  bow  tbey  tarnish  the  moral  character  of  such  men  as  Washington,  and  ' 
Franklin,  and  King,  and  Sherman,  and  Lrfuigdon,  and  their  associates,  I  roust 
admit,  though  it  is  difficult ;  but  no  greater  infamy  can  well  be  conceived,  than 
that  these  men,  some  of  them,  Sherman,  Franklin,  and  others,  being  si^i»ers  of 
the  Declatation  in  1776,  should  in  ]7dd  set  their  names  to  any  instrument,  which 
was  intended  to  wrest  from  a  portion  of  the  *'  all  men  created  equal  and  endovyed 
by  thfcir  Creator  with  the  unalienable  rights  of  life,  liberty,  and  the  pursuit  of 
happiness,"  should  Fet  their  names  to  any  instrument  intended  to  wrest  from 
them  all  these  very  rights,  and  to  place  in  the  hands  of  tyrants  a  **  guaranty  "  to 
withhold  them  by  a  nation's  consent  and  a  nation's  power,  and  to  inflict  on  the 
■ubjects  of  such  oppression,  at  will,  J  do  not  say  all  those  punishments,  for  it  is 
absurd  to  speak  of  punishment  without  a  crime,  but  to  inflict  on  them  all  those 
sufferings  to  which  pride,  avarice,  and  passion  may  prompt  the  holders  of  abso- 
lute, irresponsible  authoriiv.  The  slaves  are  '*  men  "  and  the  '*  unalienablf' 
rights  of  all  men  "  can  with  no  more  justice  be  denied  them  than  any  other  men. 
jBut  I  have  not  yet  done  with  the  principles  on  which  our  venerated  frtberp 
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founded  this  Republic.  Those  broad  principles  are,  indeed,  expressed  by  them 
in  few  words.  So  the  Savior  of  the  world  declared  the  great  Constiiulional 
principies  of  the  ffoverninent  of  God  in  few  words;  "'IhdU  shaft  love  the 
Lord  thy  God  with  ail  thy  heart,  anil  thou  shall  love  '.hy  neigljbor  as  thyself 
On  these  two  commandments  (foundation  principles,)  hang  alfthe  law  and  the 
prophets."  Every  article  and  c'ause  in  the  form  of  the  divine  frovernment  is 
to  be  interpreted  in  accordance  with  these  two  great  principles  ;  and  as,  uo  in- 
terpreted, the  law  of  God  cannot  a  Imit  of,  but  condemns  oppression  amon^ 
men,  in  other  words  cannot  admit  of,  but  condemns  slavery,  the  most  enormous 
and  flagitious  of  all  oppreHsion  ;  so  neither  can  the  constttuti(»n  of  this  nation, 
interpreted  as  it  ought  to  be,  in  accordance  w  th  the  jjreat  principles  of  right, 
contained  in  the  naiioirs  own  Bill  of  Rights,  or  taken  an  part  and  parcel  oflhe 
whole  government — the  whole  constitution,  embracinif  principles  and  form  — 
admit  of,  but  condemns  all  oppression,  above  all,  slavery,  compared  with 
which  all  oppression,  which  can  be  meafurrd  by  dollars  and  cents,  becomes 
light  as  air.  The  people  will  so  interpret  their  Constitution,  and  correct  the 
erri>rs  which  have  been  stealing  their  way  almost  unobserved  into  the  counsels 
of  the  nation.  As  one  of  the  people,  I  am  bound  in  patriotism  so  to  interpret 
the  Constitution  of  my  country. 

Slavery  exists,  I  know,  and  [  blush  to  know,  under  both  National  and  State 
Laws;  but  that  it  harmonizes  with  the  principles  of  this  nation's  government 
—  that  it  is  Constitutional,  I  deny,  and  thousands  before  me  have  denied.  Eve- 
ry man  has  denied  it,  who  has  ever  admitl*>d  that  slavery  is  inconsistent  with 
the  nation's  Bill  of  RighU,  f.»r  by  the  principles  of  t!:at  Bill  of  Rights  it  is 
evinced  too  clearly  for  a  schoolboy  lo  misunderstand,  that  this  government  is 
not  constitutiunally,  though  it  may  be  practically,  a  shvcholding  government. 
Mark  the  words  I  have  already  quoted.  Let  me  call  up  again  a  phrase  or  two, 
which  may  have  been  passed  over  with  too  little  regard  to  tire  full  import.  Af- 
ter declaring  "  that  all  men  are  created  equal,  and  are  endowed  by  I  heir  Crea- 
tor with  the  unalienable  rights  of  life  and  liberty,  and  the  pursuit  of  happiness, 
the  framers  of  the  government  add,  that  to  secure  these  rights  —  mark  it  — 
to  secure,  not  to  create,  nor  to  trample  into  the  dust,  these  rights,  governments 
are  instituted  among  men,  deriving  their  just  powers  from  the  consent"  (not  a 
a  consent  coerced,  of  course,)  the  free,  cheerful  consent  of  the  governed.  Our 
fathers  being  the  judges,  therefore,  if  any  powers  had  been  by  the  provisions  of 
the  form  of  government  conferred  on  one  clats  of  the  people,  to  take  away  or 
to  withhold  these  rights  of  life  and  liberty,  and  the  pursuit  of  happin*»s8,  those 
powers  would  have  been  unjust.  Again  hear  the  framers  of  the  government, 
"  whei>€ver  any  form  of  government  beeomes  destructive  of  these  ends,"  viz. 
the  securing  to  the  governed  of  the  righU\  specified,  **  it  is  the  right  of  the  peo- 
ple, the  governed,  to  alter  or  to  abolish  it,  and  to  institute  a  new  ^vernment, 
laying  its  foundation  on  such  principle, and  organizing  its  powers  in  sue h  form 
as  to  them  (the  people,  the  governed)  shall  seem  most  likely  to  effect  their  safe- 
ty and  happiness."  The  slaves  are  a  part  of  *'  the  governed,"  here  spoken  jof 
by  our  fathers,  and  what  are  we  taught  respecting  their  rights?  Who  be- 
lieves it  possible  that  the  very  men  who,  *'  appealing  lo  the  Supreme  Judge  of 
^the  world,  for  the  rectitude  of  their  intentions,"  declared  these  to  be  the  prin- 
ciolet  of  the  government  they  intended  to  form,  would  or  did,  while  thus  under 
solemn  oath,  dare  introduce  into  the  provisions  of  the  Constitution  any  "guar- 
anty "  or  any  thing  line  a  guaranty  to  any  man  or  to  any  Stale  for  wresting 
from  any  portion  of  "  the  people"  to  be  '*  iroverned"  all  those  very  *'  rights" 
for  tlie  security  of  which  all  "just"  governments  are  C8tablii>hed,  and  which 
"  the  governed  "  have  "  the  right"  to  assert  by  subverting,  "  throwing  off,** 
the  oppressive  government,  and  institutinsr  another  ?  If  they  had  inserted  any 
such  j^aranty  in  the  form  of  jrovernment  they  instituted,  their  own  avowed 
principles  would  be  a  fire  to  burn  out  the  incongruous  and  iniquitous  article, 
now  covertly  soever  the  "  leprous  spot"  had  been  worded  in  upon  the  body 
politic. 

But,  though  many  of  our  opponents  acknowledge  the  glaring  inconsistencT 
of  slavery  with  the  "principles"  of  the  government,  as  contained  in  the  Bill 
of  Rights,  they  still  contend  tl  at  the  Ccnstitution  does  contain  provisions, 
'which  amouBt  to  a  guaranty  for  slave-holding  in  three  or  tour  clauses,  and, 
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therefore,  we  mast  sobmit  or  destroy  the  Consiitation.  So  €rOT.  McDnffie,  of 
South  Carolina,  who  in  hin  Message  a  year  ago  called  ^*  the  Constitution  a  mis- 
erable mockery  of  tattered  and  blotted  |mrchiiient,"  and  averred  that  the  South 
must  seek  a  belter  guaranty  for  retaining  their  property  in  human  beings  tbdn 
is  found  in  it,  tliis  year  claims  that  "  Slavery  is  the  corner  stone  of  our  Kepubli- 
can  edifice."  And  how  widely  do  they  differ  from  him,  who  tell  us  that,  if  we 
touch  slavery  we  ahull  destioy  the  Union  ?  These  last,  perhaps,  find  more  of 
somt*  thing  like  a  **  guaranty"  in  the  Constitution,  than  even  the  keen-eyed 
McDufiie.  Three  or  four  times  allusion  at  least  is  made  to  slavery.  First,  in 
the  article  which  provides  for  the  app  Ttlonment  of  Repiesentatives  and  direct 
(axes.  Secondly,  in  the  article  which  provides  for  the  reclaiming  of  a  persoB 
held  to  service  or  labor  in  one  Slate  escaping  into  another  State.  Thirdly,  in 
the  article  reapecting  the  imiuigrutioii  or  importation  of  foreigners.  Fourthly, 
and  triumphantly,  in  the  article  touching  renerved  rights.  Cn  «  pposition  to  all 
this,  I  aver  Uiat  there  is  no  word  oV  phrase  in  tlie  Constitution  of  the  United 
Stales,  which  necessarily  signifies  or  implies  the  idea  of  slavery,  so  that  no  al- 
teration of  the  Constitutum  would  be  at  all  needful,  if  slavery  were  abolished 
to-day.  No  defin.tion,  suiting  the  condition  of  a  slave,  is  found  in  it.  Nothing 
is  said  of  men  owned  or  held  as  the  property  of  others.  *'  All  other  persons 
—  **  a  person  held  to  service  or  labor  to  be  reclaimed  by  the  party  to  whom  suck 
service  or  labor  may  be  due  "  —  "  persons  immigrating  or  imported  to  tliis  coun« 
try"  —  are  phrases  entirely  consistent  with  the  idea  of  freedom  m  all  of  the 
" persons '*  spoken  of.  For,  in  law,  slaves  aro  not  persons  but  **  property- 
goods  and  chattels —  chattels  personal."  , 

Much  reliance  is  placed,  also,  on  the  phrase —"  person  held  to  service  or 
labor."  But  an  apprentice  is  such  a  "  persniiy"  held  to  service  or  labor,  while 
he  is  neither  **  property,"  nor  "goods  and  chattels."  ' 

In  regard  to  "  reserved  rights, '  1  need  only  say  that  if  the  right  (the  tortrng) 
of  holding  "  men  as  property  "  is  reserved  to  the  States,  because  the  Constitu- 
tion does  not  in  its  provisions  tike  such  a  right  into  the  hands  of  the  United 
States,  1  may  claim  for  the  States  the  reserved  light  ofrobhery,  on  the  ground 
tliat  this  right  is  not  claimed  by  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States. 

My  only  object  has  been,  in  these  remarks,  to  show  that  there  is  nothing  in 
the  language  of  the  Constitution  which  implies  any  guaranty  for  slave-holcUng. 
Most  certainly  there  is  not  a  word  in  the  Constitution  which  confers  on  Con- 
gress the  power  of  enacting  slave  laws ;  and  yet  Congress  hhs presumed  to  enact 
such  laws.  Are  these  laws  constitutional  ?  certainly  not,  and  any  citizen  of tlie 
United  States  hu  the  constitutional  right  to  prove  them  to  be  so ;  for  freedom 
of  speech  and  of  the  press  is  expressly  established  by  that  Constitution,  and  by 
the  Constitutions  of  the  several  States,  which  right,  no  patriot  or  christian  will 
surrender,  but  with  his  life. 

But  again,  it  is  said  that  the  provisions  of  the  Constitution  have  been  con- 
strued to  contain  a  recognition  of  the  right  of  slave-holding.  This  I  shall  not 
deny.  Both  the  laws  of  Congress,  and  the  Constitutions 'and  laws  of  several 
of  the  States,  undoubtedly,  so  construe  the  Constitution.  But  the  question  to  be 
answered  at  this  point  is  —  Is  such  construction  to  be  taken  as  proof  that  slave- 
ry is  guarantied  by  th^  Constitution  ?  Is  any  Constitution  to  be  interprrted  by 
the  laws  which  are  professedly  based  upon  it.'  If  so,  we  ought  to  ask  whether 
any  article  of  the  Constitution  is  established  by  law,  and  not  whether  a  law  is 
constitutional .'  But  I  am  not  aware  that  such  is  the  usual  mode  of  treating  the 
Constitution.  I  have  supposed,  and  have  I  labored  under  a  mistake.'  I  have 
supposed  that  laws  are  to  be  tested  by  their  agreement  or  disagreement  With  the 
Constitution ;  and  not  the  Constitution  by  any  laws  enacted  under  it.  The 
ffood  old  order  of  things  has  been  reversed,  or  a  law  is  to  be  approved  or  con- 
demned as  it  is  found  to  be  constitutional  or  unconstitutional,  and  each  provision 
of  the  Constitution  is  to  bo  interpreted  by  the  principles  contained  in  the  Bill  of 
Rights;  in  other  words,  any  construction  put  upon  an  article  of  the  Constitu- 
tion is  to  be  sustained  or  rejected  as  it  makes  that  article  harmonize  or  conflict 
with  the  principles  of  the  government  as  contained  in  the  Bill  of  Rights. 

Shall  1  be  met  here  with  a  denial  lliatthe  Declaration  of  Independence  contains 
the  Nation's  Bill  of  Rights,  or  the  principles  on  which  our  government  is  found- 


Digitized  by 


Google 


-    68 

td?  Tf  8o,  it  might  be  aufficient  to  hear  the  denial  with  silence  and  with  shame 
for  the  objector.  But,  in  this  case,  1  may  answer  according  to  the  folly  of  the 
objector,  that  1  may  reprove  it  by  a  simple  reference  to  the  fact,  to  which  I  have 
already  alluded,  that  annnally,  on  (he  fourth  of  July,  it  has  been  the  practice 
throughout  the  nation,  from  its  birth,  to  rein-arse  the  Declaration  of  Independ- 
ence, for  the  purpose  of  refreshing  the  memories  of  the  people  with  the  great 
fundamental  principles  on  which  the  goveinnent  is  erected,  that  every  man 
may  bo  reminded  of  the  sound  and  solid  foundation  of  our  Republican  edifice, 
and,  keeping  them  as  the  apple  of  the. eye,  may  hold  them  up  in  holy  defiance 
of  all  politibal  aspirants,  who  may  be  disposed  to  elevate  themselves  at  the  ex- 
pense of  the  rights  of  others.  In  doing  this,  we  have  professed  not  to  be  en- 
premely  selfish.  We  have  hoped  to  see  the  thrones  of  foreign  despotism  sab- 
verted  by  these  principles  of  right.  We  have  thundered  them  hi  the  ears  of  all 
nations,  till  the  earth  nmg  again.  This  is  the  noise  that  ye  have  heard  for  more 
than  half  a  century.  We  have  sympathized  with  the  valiant  Pules  and  strug- 
gling Greeks,  and  it  was  our  principles  of  independence  which  prompted  such 
sympathy. '  But  must  we  forget  the  application  of  these  ptinciplesto  the  cruelly 
oppressed  in  our  own  country  ?  Must  we  bow  with  reverential  awe,  or  rather 
with  recreant  servility,  before  the  haughty  "thioneof  iniquitv,"  erected  on 
the  bodies  and  souls  —  the  most  precious  rights  —  the  groans  and  tears  of  mill- 
ions of  our  own  fellow-citizens^  thousands  of  them  being  of  *'  the  posterity  '*  of 
that  generation  of  Americans,  who  resisted  unto  blood  the  principles  and  the 
impoeitions  of  tyrants,  and  established  this  republic  "  to  secure  to  themselvea 
ana  to  thdr  posterity,  the  blessings  of  Liberty .?  " 

Shall  we  refrain  from  making  application  of  the  holy  principles,  which  onr 
fathers  derived  directly  from  the  oracle^  of  God,  and  made  the  basis  of  this  gov- 
ernment, and  which  they  expected  their  children  would  as  fearlessly  apply  to 
the  /(/rm  of , government,  under  which  they  placed  them  as  they  applied  the 
eannon-thot  to  the  stronff  holds  of  their  oppressors  ?  Shall  we  refrain  fVom  db- 
ing  this,  under  a  cowering,  servile  fear  or  giving  ofience  to  any  class  of  men  ? 
It  the  fear  —  the  high  authority  of  God  himself  to  be  disregarded,  and  its  place 
in  our  hearts  supplied  with  the  fear  and  quaking  of  the  hypocrite?  For  hypoc- 
risy it  must  be  —  hypocrisy,  foul  and  damning  as  po^seKsea  the  heart  of  Jodaa 
—  to  profess  the  holding  of  the  righteous,  heaven-derived  principles  of  the  Bill 
of  Rights,  while  in  our  works  we  deny  them. 

Let  the  nation  retract  her  pretensions  to  all  political  piety,  and  rescind  her 
declaration  of  those  holy  principles,  and  stand  out  before  God  and  mankind  the 
unblushing  advocate  of  despotism,  the  object  of  Jehovah's  wrath  and  of  the 
world's  scorn, —  or  honestly  apply  those  prmciples  to  everv  provision  of  her 
Constitution — that  it  may  be  purified  of  all  the  pollution,  which  has  been  im- 
posed on  it,  and  stand  forth  to  the  eyes  of  all  nations,  as  the  most  righteous  and 
nest  of  all  Constitutions,  and  to  the  eye  of  llim,  who  made  all  men  equal,  and 
endowed  them  with  the  rights  of  life,  liberty,  and  the  pursuit  of  happiness,  as  a 
worthy  transcript  of  His  own  holy  constitution  of  government. 

The  startinff  of  objections  like  those  1  have  noticed,  strongly  indicates  the 
wteakneas  of  the"cause  in  which  they  originate.  If  slavery  be  capable  of  de- 
fence by  the  Constitution  interpreted  by  the  principles,  which  lie  at  the  fonnda- 
tion  of  the  jroverament,  let  its  advocates  manfully  meet  us  in  argument  on  that 
^[round.  Why  do  they  not?  It  is, there  every  great  questior  of  government 
must  be  settled,  or  remain  unsettled.  And  is  it  patriotism  ^  is  it  honor?  is  it 
worth?  of  Americans  to  perpetuate  the  present  unsettled  state  of  things  ?  liet 
there  be  decision  that  we  may  have  peace,  which  can  never  be  enjoyed,  VhUe 
the  nation  ii  like  the  troubled  sea,  which  cannot  rest 
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RIGHT  AND  WRONG  IN  BOSTON. 

The  above  is  the  title  of  a  book  just  published  by  the  "  Boston 
Female  Ami-Slavery  Society;" — contains  their  Annual  Report, 
together  with  a  minute  history  of  the  events  which  caused  the  mob 
to  disperse  them  on  the  day  of  their  annual  meeting,  Oct.  21, 
1835.     The  work  contains  108  pages. 

LIFE  OF  GRANVILLE  SHARPE. 

The  American  Anti-Slavery  Society  have  just  published  a  life 
of  that  distinguished  philanthrophist  and  Christian,  GRANVILLE 
SHARPE,  by  Chas.  Stewart.  Sharpe  for  many  years  maintained 
a  constant  and  unflinching  warfare  against  Slavery  and  the  Slave 
trade,  and  succeeded,  after  years  of  toil  and  vexation,  in  procnri'g 
a  judicial  decision,  that  the  moment  a  slave  treads  on  British  soil, 
that  moment  he  is  free.  It  is  ornamented  with  a  bc^autiful  copper- 
plate likeness,  engraved  by  Patrick  Reason,  a  colored  youtb  of 
the  city  of  New  York. 

The  work  contains  also,  "  Sharpe's  Law  of  Passive  Obedience," 
and  an  extract  from  his  **  Law  of  Retribution." 

Price  37^  cts.  single.     $4,00  per  dozen. 

Mr,  Charles  Whipple  of  Newburyport  has  lately  issued  from 
the  press  several  little  tracts  upon  Slavery,  from  the  pen  of  our 
esteemed  friend,  Mrs.  Child.  Two  of  them,  viz:  «  AUTHEN- 
TIC ANECDOTES  OF  AMERICAN  SLAVERY,' Mhe 
EVILS  OF  SLAVERY  and  the  CURE  OF  SLAVERY^  may 
be  found  at  the  office  of  the  Massachusetts  Anti-Slavery  Society, 
where  the  friends  of  the  cause,  if  they  wish  to  purchase,  may  be 
immediately  supplied. 

ANTI-SLAVERY  RECORD,  VOL.  L  The  first  volume  of 
this  valuable  tract  has  been  bound  up  in  a  neat  and  permanent 
form.  All  these  publications  will  be  doubly  interesting  as  the 
cause  progresses  and  the  primary  movers  in  shape  of  tracts  be, 
shall  have  become  scarce.     Price  30  cts.  single.     $3,00  per  doz. 

Will  be  published  in  a  few  weeks  the  letters  of  GEO.  THOMP- 
SON, Es^.  —  many  of  which  have  never  before  been  published ; 
together  with  an  introduction  at  length  by  WM.  LLOYD  GAR- 
RISON, giving  an  account  of  his  unprecedented,  laborious,  and 
successful  efforts  in  the  cause  of  immediate  emancipatiou,  in  Great 
Britiaa ;  including  in  particular,  his  polemical  contests  with  Mr. 
Borthwiek,  a  West  Indian  advocate,  in  England.  Also  will  be 
included  in  an  appendix  several  of  the  speeches  of  Mr.  Thomp- 
son; ths  defence  of  Mr.  T.  by  the  Mass.  Anti-Slavery  So- 
ciety, and  Mr.  Garrison's  account  of  the  mob  on  the  2 1st  of  Oct, 
1835.     This  will  be  a  most  interesting  and  valuable  work. 

Those  who  have  heard  Mr.  Thompson  here,  need  no  recom* 
mendatioo  concerning  the  merits  of  bis  speeches. 
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ANTXHOAVSHT  PVBZZOATIOM8, 

For  sale  at  the  Office  of  the  Massachusetts  ANTi-SLATERr 
Society,  No.  46,  Washington-street,,  (third  story.) 

BOUND  VOLUMES. 

An  inqairy  into  the  character  and  tendency  of  the ,  American 
Colonization  and  Anti-Slavery  Societies,  by  the  Hon.  Wm.  Jay,  3d 
edition.-^Price,  38  cts. 

A  Reply  to  Jay's  Inquiry,  by  D.  M.  Reese,  M.  D. — 38. 
The   Testimony  of  God  against  Slavery^  or   a   collection  of 
passages  from  the  Bible,  which  show  the  sin  of  holding  property  in 
man,  with  notes,  by  Rev.  La  Roy  Sunderland,  of  Mass. — 38. 

The  Oasis,  by  Mrs.  D.  L.  Child  of  Boston,  Author  of  an  Appeal 
in  favor  of  that  class  of  Americans  called  Africans. — $1. 

Bourne's  Picture  of  Slavery  in  the  U.  States. — 50  cts, 

Phelps*  Lectures  on  Slavery. — 50.  ' 

The  Abolitionist,  bound. — 75. 

Letters  on  Slavery  by  Rev.  J.  D.  Paxton. — 50. 

The  Anti-Slavery  Record,  vol.  L— 37  1-2, 

Memoir  of  James  Jackson,  a  colored  boy,  who  died  in  Boston, 
Oct.  31,  1833,  aged  6  years  and  11  months.— 25.    , 

Dr.  Channing  on  Slavery. — 50  cts.  The  first  edition  of  4,000 
were  disposed  of  in  about  three  weeks. —  A  new  edition  is  in  press 
and  will  be  published  in  a  lew  days. 

PAMPHLETS.— Per  Doz. 

First,  secoDd,  and  third  Annoal  Reports  of  the  N.  £.  Anti-SUvery  Society.— $1. 

Btmey's  Letter  on  Colonization. — 50  cts. 
Do.        Do.  to  the  Churches.  —  37. 

Marriott*s  address  to  the  '  Friends '  on  the  duty  of  abstaining  from  the  -pio> 
docts  of  slave  labor.  —  62^. 

Ivimey 's  Lecture  on  Colonial  Slavery.  —  $2,50. 

Rev.  Mr.  Root's  Fast  Sermon.  —50. 

A  sketch  of  W.  L.  Garrison^s  trial  for  an  alleged  libel  on  Francis  Todd  of 
Newburyport. — 75. 

Doty  ot  Churches  with  reference  to  slavery  and  slave-holders.  — 18. 

Oration,  by  David  L.  Child,  in  commemoration  of  British  Emaneipatioa.— 

Productions  of  Mrs.  Maria  W.  Stewart,  a  colored  lady  of  Boston.  —  $1,00 

Anti-Slavery  Almanac  for  1836.  — 50. 

Peter  Osbone's  Oration  before  the  colored  people  of  NewHavenyCt.— 75. 

Eulogy  on  Wilberforce,  by  William  Whipper.—  $1,00. 

Trial  of  Prudence  Crandall,  a  full  report.  —  $1 ,00. 

May's  Letter  to  the  Editor  of  the  Christian  Examiner. — 37^. 

Address  of  the  N.  T.  Toung  M^n's  A.  S.  Society.  —  $1,90. 

The  Maryland  Scheme.  —  50. 

Despotism  of  Freedom, —  $1,00. 

The  West  India  Question,  by  C  Stuirt.  —  $1,00. 

Juvenile  Poeihs,  ornamented  with  nine  wood  engravings,  for  the  wm  of  frM 
American  children.  —  $1,00. 

The  Slave's  Friend,  published  monthly,  being  a  series  of  Nos.  ibr  chiMTeii. 
—  10. 

British  Opinions  of  the  Am.  Col.  Soc.  —  75. 

The  Wesleyan  Extra,  a  tract  of  24  pages,  containing  Wesley's  Thoaghts 
on  slavery,  published  in  the  year  1774.  —  25. 

Picture  of  a  Slave  in  chains,  with  the  Negro's  Complaint,  in  Poetry.  —  2MU 

Picture  of  a  Slave  in  chains,  with  Poetry  by  J.  G.  Whittier,  Esq.  — 24. 

Proceedings  of  the  Ohio  Anti-Slavery  Convention.  —  $1,20. 

All  the  American  A  S.  Society's  PERIODICALS  are  received  as  soon  M  p«i^ 
lished,  and  snbscribersare  promptly  supplied  as  above. 

Feb.  1.  HENRT  E.  BENSON,  AgMii. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


Digitized  by 


Google 


FIFTH 


ANNUAL   REPORT 


or    THB 


DtDiAJED  0]F  SSiUEg'iS^^ISIQi© 


OF   THE 


AI¥TI«iSIi  ATEB  Y     SOCIETY^ 


WITH  BCmm  ACCOUNT  OF  THE  ANlfUAL  MEKTIKO* 


VAStVAmi:  ao9  &oftv» 


BOSTON: 

PRINTED    BY    ISAAC    KNAPP, 
25,  Corabill. 

1837. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


Digitized  by 


Google 


REPORT 


The  tone  which  ^e  Managers  of  the  Massachusetts  Anti- 
Slavery  Society  would  assume,  in  presentfng  their  Fifth  Reporti 
U  one  of  joyful  hope  to  the  manacled  slaves— <of  sincere  con- 
gratulation to  the  friends  of  human  liberty,  universally— of  ar- 
dent gratitude  to  God.  If  a  blood-stained,  conscience-stricken 
nation  is  writhing  under  the  rebukes  and  warnings  of  the  Spirit 
of  Truth  ;  if  the  inarch  of  Justice  and  Humanity  is  onward 
with  accelerated  speed,  though  obstructed  by  obstacles  insur- 
mountable to  every  thing  else ;  if  the  knees  of  the  American 
Bekhazzar  are  smiting  together,  in  view  of  the  condemnatory 
handwriting  upon  the  wall  of  bis  palace  ;  and  if,  in  every  en- 
i^ounter  of  the  friends  of  freedom  wilh  tbe  hosts  of  tyranny,  a 
glorious  victory  follows ;  why  should  we  not  bid  our  enslaved 
countrymen  rejoice  in  hope — and  congratulate  all  who  sympa- 
thize with  them,  whether  at  home  or  abroad — and  offisr  thanks- 
giving to  Him  who  is  King  of  kings,  and  Lord  of  lords  ?  The 
eeom  that  was  planted  in  the  soil  of  the  pilgrims  only  six  years 
ago,  has  grown  upbto  a  stately  oak,  deepening  its  roots  and 
extending  its  branches  with  every  storm.  Tbe  single  voice 
which  then  broke  upon  the  drowsy  ear  of  the  nation,  is  now 
loa^  in  tba  thunder-tones  of  a  congregated  multitude.    The 
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eloud,  no  bigger  than  a  man^s  handy  which  then  rose  io  the 
east,  now  covers  the  land. 

THE    CONFLICT  NOT  ENDED. 

But,  while  we  assume  a  tone  of  confidence  and  triumph,  in 
taking  a  retrospect  of  the  past,  we  should  deprecate  giving  the 
impression,  that  the  warfare  is  almost  terminated  ;  that  watch- 
fulness may  now  give  place  to  indifference,  toil  to  repose,  zeal 
to  passivity  ;  or  that  a  final  conquest  is  an  easy  matter.  No. 
The  great  battle,  which  is  to  decide  the  destiny  of  this  nation, 
is  yet  to  he  fought.  Instead  of  the  least  abatement,  there  must 
be  a  vast  augmentation  of  zeal  and  interest.  Instead  of  begin- 
ning to  fold  the  hands  and  close  the  eyes  in  slumber,  we  must 
gird  up  our  loins  afresh,  watch  as  for  our  lives,  and  prepare  for 
the  last  encounter.  Instead  of  crying,  ^  All's  well  ! '  the 
rally ing-cry  must  be,  *  To  the  Rescue  1  Foe  God  and  Lib- 
EiiTT  1 '  Instead  of  ordering  our  forces  to  halt,  let  the  animat- 
ing watch-word  pass  from  mouth  to  mouth,  *  Onward  ! '  <  On- 
ward ! '  All  history  testifies,  that  a  long-established  despotism 
is  not  easily  overthrown,  and  that  tyrants  are  fiercer  than  wolves. 
And  never,  in  all  time,  has  there  been  an  attempt  before  to  de- 
liver millions  of  our  race  from  a  brutal  servitude,  discarding  all 
physical  force,  all  carnal  weapons,  and  relying  for  success  solely 
on  *  the  opposition  of  moral  purity  to  moral  corruption,  the  de- 
struction of  error  by  the  potency  of  truth,  the  overthrow  of 
prejudice  by  the  power  of  love,  and  the  abolition  of  slavery  by 
the  spirit  of  repentance.'*  With  what  tenacity  the  corrupt 
heart  of  man  clings  to  ill-gotten  power,  the  example  of.  Pharaoh 
fearfully  shows — ^who  could  not  be  induced  to  let  bis  captives 
gO|  though  visited  by  the  most  direful  plagues,  until  all  the  first- 
bom  of  Egypt  were  slain,  and  in  the  sequel  it  was  necessary  to 
drown  the  tyrant  and  his  hosts  in  the  depths  of  the  sea.  And 
by  an  immutable  law  of  our  being,  in  proportion  to  tlie  degree 
of  light  resisted  by  oppressors,  is  the  desperation  with  which 
they  grasp  the  throaU  of  their  victims,  and  the  fury  which  they 

*  NAtional  Ajiti-Slavtry  Declmrmtioo. 
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«Kbiblt  toward  lbos#  vbo  arraign  tbelr  UDnatural  barbarity* — 
WbOy  tbeoi  araoog  all  the  tyrants  of  tbe  earth,  since  the  world 
was  made,  have  equalled  in  guilt  or  in  cruelty  the  republican  (!) 
slaveholders  of  North  America  ?  Who  have  ever  exhibited  a 
more  ferocious  spirit  toward  those  who  plead  for  justice,  id  the 
name  of  Humanity  ?  Or  who  have  ever  more  impiously  con* 
temned  the  voice  and  defied  the  omnipotence  of  Jehovah  ?— 
^  They  break  in  pieces  thy  people,  O  Lord,  and  afflict  thy  her- 
Itage.  They  slay  the  widow  and  the  stranger,  and  murder 
the  fatherless.  Yet  they  say.  The  Lord  shall  not  see,  neither 
shall  the  God  of  Jacob  regard  it«'  But  ^  shall  the  throne  of 
iniquity  have  fellowship  with  thee,  which  frameth  mischief  by  a 
law?'  ^Understand,  ye  brutish  oppressors;  and  ye  fools, 
when  will  ye  be  wise  ?  He  that  planted  the  ear,  shall  he  not 
bear  ?  he  that  formed  the  eye,  shall  he  not  see  ?  he  that  chas* 
tiseth  the  heathen,  shall  not  he  correct  ?  he  that  teacheth  man 
knowledge,  shall  not  he  know  ?  '  ^  For  the  oppression  of  the 
poor,  for  the  sighing  of  the  needy,  now  will  I  arise,  saith  the 
Lord  ;  I  will  set  him  in  safety  from  him  that  puffeth  at  him.' 

LIBERTY    OP   SPEECH. 

No — this  is  not  a  time  for  repose  :  we  may  not  take  it  for 
granted,  that  the  field  is  won,  and  our  term  of  service  expired. 
It  is  true,  we  have  not  suffered  our  mouths  to  be  gagged  by  the 
hand  of  violence,  and  we  have  faithfully  delivered  the  message 
of  God  ;  but  tbe  unmolested  freedom  of  speech,  and  the  un- 
trammelled freedom  of  the  press,  on  the  subject  of  Ameriatn* 
slavery.  Are  yet  ev^ry  where  denied  to  us,  so  that  we  continue 
to  speak  and  print  a:t  tbe  peril,  not  merely  of  our  reputation, 
hut  our  lives.  If  ic  were  possible,  by  exaltation  of  character, 
or  suavity  of  deportment^  or  nobleness  of  conduct,  or  propriety 
of  speech,  or  mildness  of  temper,  to  conciliate  a  cavilling  gen^ 
•ration,  and  obtain  at  least  a  candid  hearing  before  being  con- 
demned as  a  disturber  of  the  peace  ;  surely  James  G.  Birnet 

**  We  BMy  denmmaa  BriHthmmmktm^  TwrkUk  «ppreMioB>  Rfuaimm  op|>reni<»ir, 
wkiranc  ruoaiBf  may  hasard,  %ak  to  popukr  iicc«fitatiott. 
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vrould  be  treated  with  respect,  and  allowed  to  testify  as  «  wit^ 
ness  in  the  grett  trial  now  pending  between  Liberty  and  Des- 
potism. Yet  Mr.  Birnet  declares,  that,  though  there  are  no 
less  than  thirty  places  of  public  worship  in  Cincinnati,  he  can- 
not obtain  admittance  into  any  one  of  them,  that  he  may  exhibit 
the  sinfulness  of  slavery  ! — even  though  he  solicits  to  be  con- 
fronted on  the  spot,  before  a  prejudiced  and  violent  population, 
by  any  of  the  strongest  champions  on  the  other  side  of  the 
question  !  So  greatly  do  the  enemies  of  freedom  fear  that  the 
promise  would  be  verified  against  themselves — *  One  shall  chase 
a  thousand,  and  two  put  tep  thousand  to  flight.'  Certain  it  is, 
if  Mr.  Bimey  wished  to  give  his  opinions  upon  any  other  sub- 
ject, he  would  find  no  difficulty  in  procuring  a  place  in  which  to 
speak,  and  would  be  heard  with  becoming  deference ; — ^but, 
though  fi  southern  man,  from  childhood  conversant  with  thQ 
$lave  system,  and  for  many  years  a  slaveholder,  yet  he  is  deem- 
ed unworthy  of  credit,  branded  with  infamy,  and  debarred  from 
giving  testimony,  because  he  has  repented  of  the  sin  of  oppres- 
sion, emancipated  his  slaves,  made  all  the  restitution  in  his 
power,  and  is  proclaiming  to  all  slaveholders  the  duty  of  imme? 
diately  breaking  every  yoke,  undoing  the  heavy  burden,  and 
letting  the  oppressed  go  free  !  This  is  the  head  and  front  of 
his  ofiTending.  And  yet  the  people  of  Ohio  are  all  opposed  to 
slavery ! 

A  similar  state  of  things  disgraces  the  capital  of  this  Com^ 
monwealth.  Why  is  it  that  the  fifth  annual  meeting  of  this 
Society  is  held  iu  the  loft  of  a  stable  ?*  Liet  the  winds  carry 
the  tale  to  the  four  quarters  of  the  earth — in  Boston,  in  the  year 
of  our  Lord  1837,  in  the  sixty-first  year  of  American  indepen- 
dence, not  a  single  meeting-house,  not  a  hall  of  any  magnitude, 
can  be  obtained  on  any  terms,  not  even  for  money  at  an  exor- 
bitant price !  in  which  abolititionists  may  plead  the  cause  of  the 
trampled  slave !    But,  it  is  believed,  there  is  not  a  single  pulpit 

*  And  yet  •■  w«  Are  forbidden  to  fpenk  in  the  Banie  of  Jeew,  who  cene  to  prenek 
delivenuice  to  the  cmptive,  and  the  epeaiog  of  prisooe  to  tbow  who  ereboiiiidy  we  miy 
■ot  marvel  that  our  accommodatioiu  are  do  better  than  were  tboN  of  him,  who  waa 
cradledui  a  manger. 
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ur  tKig  city,*  to  which  a  sliveholdiog  prciadMr  cannot  find  ready 
access,  even  for  the  avowed  purpose  of  vindicating  the  soul-de^ 
atroying  system  of  slavery  as  a  divine  institution,  from  the  Holy 
Scriptures !  Nor  is  there,  we  presume,  a  public  hall,  which 
cannot  be  occupied  by  jugglers,  mountebanks,  ballad-singers^ 
rope-dapcers,  religious  impostors,  &c.  &c.  as  they  shall  wish  16 
hire !  Thus,  m  Boston  and  in  Cincinnati,  (add  these  cities  are 
cited  merely  as  specimens  of  the  prevailing  spirit  of  the  nation,) 
abolitionists  are  deprived  of  tlie  privileges  which  are  enjoyed  by 
strolling  profligates,  and  are  treated  as  the  o&couring  of  all  the 
earth — ^y et,  aside  from  their  zeal  in  behalf  of  the  suffering  and  the 
dumb,  who  wil)  say  that  in  virtue,  intelligence,  public  spirit,  love 
r>f  order,  patriotism,  peaceable  behavior^  general  reputation,  or 
genuine  piety,  they  need  shrink  frodi  comparison  with  any  other 
class  or  order  of  men  m  this  or  any  other  country  ?  It  is  not, 
as  is  falsely  pretended,  because  their  language  is  harsh,  or  their 
spirit  violent,  or  their  measures  extravagant,  that  they  receiv0 
such  treatment :  but  because  they  sympathize  with  a  despised 
race — will  hold  no  truce  ivith  oppression — abhor  caste — Ae* 
pounce  prejudice  against  a  colored  skid  as  irrational  and  unholy 
— '  remember  those  in  bonds,'  at  least  in  some  measure,  ^as 
bound  with  them  '-^maintain  the  duty  and  safety  of  immediate 
emancipation — object  to  the  banishment  of  a  sixth-part  of  the 
American  people  to  the  coast  of  Africa,  on  account  of  their 
complexion.  Only  let  them  become  respecters  of  persons-^ 
preach  up  the  necessity  of  a  separation,  wid^  as  the  vast  At- 
lantic, between  the  white  and  free  colored  f  popu]ation-«advo- 

*  W|tii  oM  exeeptioiH-Fia^  BtntL  The  ftlloitiBg  Tefol»ti<m  hw  bora  adopted  bf 
ihU  tburch  > 

HetolTedi  That  (be  membew  of  tbis  cbarcfc  regard  slare^ldlnff  as  entkely  contra- 
ry to  the  ipirit  of  the  gofpel — astbreMenieff  the  peace>  purity,  aod  pttmanfenev  of  the 
religions,  institutions  of  our  land— as  greatly  erobarrassinc  the  operations  of  cnriitian 
beniT^lenGe-^iid  as  caloakted  to  griete  the  Holy  Spirit  oTGod  from  the  eharchev,  and 
thus  prevent  those  revivals  of  religion  #hich  have  been  the  glorv  of  our  land ;  and  do 
tterefore  beit  their  tasthneny  as  a  Cfatirtih  of  Christ,  against  the  crying  sin  of  Bhi- 
▼ery. 

It  may  be  asked,  why  could  not  the  Pine-street  mceting-hoase  be  obtained  fur  the 
«M  of  the  Aiiti<Sr||ivery  Society  1  The  reason  is,  that  a  minority  of  the  cengregation 
were  opposed  to  granting  snch  a  privilege. 

t  Observe— not  between  the  white  and  ttki't  population:  they  may  remain  in 
fleiie  mffini^! 
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Tocato  a  graduat  and  remote  emaDcipation  on  a  plan  to  be  sag^ 
gested  and  controlled  exclusively  by  the  oppressors — eulogize  as 
patriots  and  christians,  those  who  bold  the  image  of  God  as  their 
property,  and  who  trade  in  *  slaves  and  souls  of  men ' — and  at^* 
tempt  to  reconcile  slavery  with  the  Bible  which  it  banishes  from 
four  hundred  thousand  slave  families  ; — and  they  will  at  once 
cease  to  be  treated  as  outlaws,  churches  and  halls  will  be  gladty 
opened  for  their  reception,  applauses  will  be  showered  upon 
them  by  admiring  assemblies,  rewards  will  no  longer  be  offered 
for  their  beads,  lynch  law  will  be  repealed,  *  gentlemen  of  prop- 
erty and  standing '  will  take  Ihem  by  the  band,  they  may  travel 
at  the  north  or  the  south  without  periUing  their  lives,  smiles, 
caresses,  congratulations  will  be  substituted  for  tar  and  feathers, 
brick-bats  and  rotten  eggs,  the  United  States'  mail  will  circulate 
safely,  peace  wilt  be  again  restored  to  the  bosom  of  the  nation, 
and  the  Union  be  preserved  in  its  integrity — even  though  they 
should  flame  vehemently  against  the  foreign  slave-trade,  and 
stoutly  reprobate  slavery  in  the  ahsfraci! — Should  this  page 
meet  the  eyes  of  posterity,  let  it  not  be  esteemed  as  an  inge- 
nious caricature,  but  as  an  exact  delineation  of  the  character  of 
the  American  people  b  the  year  1837. 

PR£J17DICE    STILL  RAMPANT. 

In  view  of  these- things,  what  abolitionist  talks  of  patting  off 
his  armor,  under  the  delusive  notion  that 

« The  battle  if  oter-^tha  victory  won  *  1 

It  is  true,  much  has  been  done  to  heal  the  alienation,  long  cher- 
ished and  intense,  arising  from  eomptexional  difierences.  Thou- 
,  sands  have  thrown  the  cord  of  caste  into  the  all-consuming  fire 
of  redeeming  love.  But,  though  the  reptile  Prejudice  has  re- 
ceived a  severe  wound,  his  throes  are  nevertheless  terrific :  his 
eyes  gleam  with  new  malignity  as  he  lifts  himself  up  in  coils, 
shakes  his  rattles,  and  endeavors  to  spring  at  his  victim.  As  a 
general  rule,  our  colored  brethren  are  yet  deliberately  treated 
with  contempt  in  tbe  house  of  worship,  and,  if  admitted  at  all, 
driven  info  pbscurf  eomers,  as  if  they  had  no  feelings  to  be 
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wounded,  no  souls  to  be  saved.  They  are  still  deprived  of  their 
rights  in  the  tavern,  the  stage-coach,  the  rail-car,  and  the  steam- 
boat, (except  such  as  are  slavesy  who  travel  with  their  lordly 
masters  !  *) — so  that  in  travelling,  they  are  exposed  to  every 
indignity,  great  mental  and  physical  suffering,  and  frequently 
subjected  to  great  expense.  Their  treatment,  in  this  particular, 
would  be  quite  insupportable  to  any  other  people.  Their  laud- 
able efforts  to  obtain  knowledge  are  treated  with  derision,  when 
not  viewed  with  alarm  ;  and  their  children  are  excluded  from 
schools,  academies  and  colleges,  or  are  admitted  only  as  an  act 
of  special  favor,  and  on  disgraceful  conditions,  except  in  a  very 
few  instances.  The  aggregate  amount  of  suffering,  reproach, 
mortification,  and  depression,  which  is  experienced  by  them 
continually  through  the  prevalence  of  the  spirit  of  caste,  is  in- 
conceivable. 

MILLIONS    TET    IN   BONBAGE OUR  OWN   RIGHTS  NOT  SECURED. 

Abolitionists  may  not,  therefore,  slumber  at  their  post,  or  re- 
lax a  single  edbrt.  It  is  true,  a  mighty  change  has  been  wrought 
in  individual  sentiment  within  the  last  five  years^  favorable  to 
the  rights  of  our  colored  countrymen ;  but  public  sentiment  is 
still  powerfully  enlisted  on  the  side  of  slavery.  Since  this  So- 
ciety was  organized,  probably  not  less  than  800  anti-slavery  as- 
sociations have  been  formed  in  various  sections  of  the  country, 
— averaging  one  a  day  for  the  last  two  years, — embodying  many 
thousand  members,  distinguished  for  their  philanthropy  and  moral 
worth.  But  still  the  appalling  fact  remains,  that  two  millions 
and  a  half  of  American  slaves  are  pining  in  ruthless  bondage, 
from  whom  the  Bible,  the  sanctity  of  marriage,  personal  pro- 
tection, moral  and  intellectual  cultivation,  and  compensation  for 
unmitigated  labor,  are  wrested  in  accordance  with  statutory  law ; 
— that  fourteen  States  in  this  Union  are  slaveholding  States  ; — 
that  the  seat  of  the  National  Government  is  the  general  rendez- 
vous of  slave-mongers,  and  the  chosen  abode  of  the  Genius  of 
American  Despotism  ; — ^that  the  domestic  slave-trade  is  carried 

*  What  aa  Argooieiit  in  fiiror  of  tht  beaefiu  of  a  lUvith  cooditioii ! 
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on  with  increasing  activity  and  terrible  inbumanitj,  between  the 
States  ; — that  no  northern  man,  known  as  an  abolitionist,  can 
safely  travel  through  the  South,  or  reside  therein  in  order  to 
engage  in  business ; — that  the  whole  body  of  the  clergy  and 
churches  at  the  South,  and  a  large  majority  of  them  at  the 
North,  (if  we  may  know  them  by  their  fruits,)  are  decidedly  in 
favor  of  the  doctrines,  usages  and  policy  of  the  South  in  regard 
to  the  slave  system  ;  and  that  an  overwhelming  majority  of  the 
representatives  in  Congress,  as  well  those  fro^i  the  free  as  the 
slave  States,  are  opposed  to  the  abolition  of  slavery  in  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia. 

It  is  evident,  then,  that  the  friends  of  liberty  have  yet  a  tre- 
mendous conflict  to  maintain  with  its  enemies.  Wherefore  let 
them  take  unto  themselves  the  whole  armor  of  God,  that  they 
may  be  able  to  withstand  in  the  evil  day,  and  having  done  all, 
TO  STAND, 

DISTRICT    OF    COLUMBIA. 

The  last  Report  was  issued  at  too  early  a  date  to  criticise  the 
action  of  the  last  session  of  Congress  upon  the  petitions  for  the 
abolition  of  slavery  and  the  slave-trade  in  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia. Hence,  this  is  the  first  great  topic,  in  course,  which 
challenges  attention  in  the  present  Report.  Its  importance  can- 
not be  overrated,  because  the  existence  of  slavery  in  tliat  Dis- 
trict is  indisputable  and  bloody  proof  that  this  is  a  slaveholding 
nation,  inasmuch  as  Congress  has  a  constitutional  right  to  abol- 
ish it,  and  as  a  majority  of  the  members  of  that  body  are  from 
the  free  states  ;  and  because  it  is  conceded,  even  by  southern 
men,  that  the  question  which  determines  the  fate  of  the  system 
in  the  District,  decides  its  fate  in  all  the  slave  States.  In  pre- 
senting a  petition  from  sundry  inhabitants  of  Boston,  Mr.  Web- 
ster remarked—'  Believing  that  Congress  has  constitutional 
power  over  slavery  and  the  slave-trade  in  the  District,  I  think 
petitions  on  those  subjects,  respectfully  presented,  ought  to  be 
respectfully  treated  and  respectfully  considered.'  This  is  im- 
portant authority.     For  uttering  this  belief,  he  was  denounced 
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bj  Mr.  ElNO  of  Alabama,  who  sneeringlf  remarked — *  The 
course  which  that  gentleman  (Mr.  Webster)  had  taken,  had 
placed  him  at  the  head  of  those  men  who  inundated  Congress 
with  their  petitions.'*  It  was  a  digniGed  retort  of  Mr.  Web- 
ster^— *  By  what  authority  does  the  gentleman  say,  that  I  have 
placed  myself  at  the  head  of  these  petitioners  ?  The  gentle- 
roan  cannot  be  allowed,  sir,  to  assign  to  me  any  place,  or  any 
character,  which  I  do  not  choose  to  take  to  myself.*  But  he 
would  have  made  his  fame  imperishable,  if  he  had  replied  with 
all  sincerity — *  The  post  assigned  to  me  by  the  gentleman  from 
Alabama,  though  in  his  estimation  contemptible,  I  regard  as  most 
honorable.  It  is  nothing  less  than  to  be  the  Wilberforce  of 
America.  I  shrink  from  it,,  not  with  any  feelings  of  timidity  or 
scorn,  but  from  sincere  distrust  of  my  own  competency  to  fill 
it,  and  because  there  are  others  more  worthy  to  wear  the  crown 
of  philanthropy.  But,  whether  first  or  last,  at  the  head  or  in 
the  rear,  my  voice,  and  vote,  and  influence,  shall  be  unceasingly 
exerted  to  abolish  that  system,  which  transforms  so  large  a  por- 
tion of  my  countrymen  into  slaves,  and  which  is  bringing  such 
infamy  upon  the  character  of  my  country/ 
Mr.  Hammond  of  S.  C.  said — 

*  He  could  not  sit  here,  and  see  the  rights  of  the  southern 
people  assaulted  day  after  day,  by  the  ignorant  fanatics  from 
whom  these  memorials  proceeded.  He  could  see  no  difiTerence 
between  abolition  in  the  District  and  in  the  States.' 

Mr.  Preston  said^» 

'  He  regarded  the  concerted  movement  upon  the  District  of 
Columbia  as  an  attempt  to  storm  the  g^tes  of  the  citadel — as 
throwing  the  bridge  over  the  moat.  The  South  must  resist  the 
danger  in  its  inception,  or  it  would  soon  become  irresistible  J 

Sueh  testimony  is  of  rare  value,  and  should  fill  the  breasts  of 
aboFitionists  with  high  expectancy  and  triumphant  assurance. 
A  Senator  fi*om  South  Carolina  discloses  the  fact,  that  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia  is  the  *  citadel  *  of  American  slavery  ;  and 
that,  unless  its  assailants  are  speedily  defeated,  THEY  WILL 


•i.e.«Attheh6Ml*of '(analMiyiaotiidiariwaBdiiiadBiaa.*    We  bow  know  wImu 
coiMtitotef  incendiarism*  &c. 
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CONQUER  IT.  Henceforth,  then,  to  the  taunting  interroga- 
tion of  brutal  and  cowardly  men — ^  Why  don't  you  go  to  the 
South  ? '  be  this  our  reply — ^  Because  we  must  first  capture 
the  "  CITADEL " — and  having  thrown  our  bridge  over  the 
moat,  we  are  now  storming  the  gates,  which  must  shortly  yield 
if  we  persevere.'  In  vain  shall  we  look  for  the  abolition  of 
slavery  in  the  South,  so  long  as  the  North  is  engaged  in  perpet- 
uating it  at  the  Seat  of  Government ;  and  well  may  southern  op- 
pressors tremble  at  the  thought  of  losing  the  example  and  coun- 
tenance of  the  nation,  in^  making  merchandize  of  man.  Such  a 
loss  would  make  them  bankrupts  in  character ;  and  with  the 
verdict  of  public  sentiment  recorded  against  them  as  the  worst 
of  oppressors,  they  could  not  long  outface  the  Spirit  of  Free- 
dom. 

It  is  not  within  the  scope  of  this  Report  to  make  a  full  ex- 
posure of  the  anti-republican  doctrines,  malicious  accusations, 
idle  threats,  and  gross  absurdities,  which  are  contained  in  the 
remarks  of  southern  members  of  Congress,  on  the  great  ques- 
tion of  Human  Liberty.  Tyrants  are  ever  bad  logicians ;  and 
guilty  men,  when  endeavoring  to  exculpate  themselves,  always 
confirm  whatever  evidence  against  them  is  merely  circunistan- 
tial.  The  proposition,  that  man  is  an  article  of  property,  be- 
longs to  Bedlam  ;  and  nothing  but  the  ravings  of  insanity  can 
be  expected  from  those  who  argue  in  the  affirmative. 

To  show  the  utter  inconsistency  of  the  reasoning  of  southern 
men,  on  the  subject  of  slavery,  we  place  some  of  their  conflict- 
ing sentiments  in  juxta-position : 

TONK  OF  SECURITY.  TONE  OF  ALARM. 

Mr.  Smmmotid^*Th%  people  of  ttm  Mr.  AtfliiMoiid^' He  objected  to  the 

•outh  do  not  aak  or  desire  protectioa  from  reception  of  the  petitions,  that   it  bar- 

this  Hoase«  or  from  this  Government.  No,  asMd,  nnnoyed,  nnd  alarmtd  the  people 


sir;    on  this  sobject,  the  SouUi  stands  of  the  Sooth;  that  it. woold  render lu.^.^ 

areet,  self-confident,  united,  strong.    She  sary  the  adoption,  by  the  south,  of  a  mor« 

asks  no  protection (! !)— rfia  scorns  assis-  sevece  and  Tigoroos  systen  of  discipKne.* 

tanoe,(!)and  defies  all  opposition  M—  -«            ^ 

•  The  allegation  of  the  abolitionisU,  Umu  2Hr.  Pretton^  The  question  of  aboB- 

slavery  was  danfferous  to  the  peace  of  so-  tion  in  this  District  and  in  the  soathem 

eiaty,  and  (hat  tbi^holders  lived  in  a  con-  States  is  pressing  upon  ns  with  a  great 

tinual  state  of  alarm,  be  utterly  denied,  and  portentous  rapidity.    It  is  a   foiling 

and  oontended  tliftt  the  South  had  less  body,  and  gathers  strength  as  it  fells.  We 

trwible  with  the  slaves,  than  the  North  cannot  shut  our  eyes  to  the  (act.    The 

iMd  witb  thtir  fiw  laborers.    Amoag  no  procaMlingi  of  the  amancipatois  of  the 
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North  are  pregaiit  with  danger  rapidly 
approaching.  The  public  pul«e  is  bonnd- 
iii^  with  the' excitement,  and  the  fublic 
mind  is  convulsed  like  the  Pythonem  upon 
the  tripod.  In  EngUnd  and  in  France, 
the  developements  of  popular  sentiment  are 
all  against  os,  and  the  rostrum  is  erected 
to  dftchiim  axainst  the  the  enormity  of  our 
toeiai  itutituHon.  Do  gentlemen  say  that 
this  growing  hostility  can  be  speedily 
checked  1  Do  they  re|^rd  it  as  lightly  as 
a  summer  cloud,  as  a  sligbi  popular  breeiel 
Time  may  show  how  wofully  mistaken' 
they  are.'  *  He  appealed  to  the  high- 
minded  Senators  from  the  North — to  the 
distinguished  Senator  from  Massachusetts, 
(Mr.  Webnter,)  to  devige  some  noenns,  to 
sngsest  some  plan,  by  which  the  just  alarm 
of  the  South  might  be  allayed.' 

Mr,  Piekent^*  We  most  prepare  for 
the  great  contest,  and  contend  over  the 
graves  of  our  fathers  for  our  liberty  (!) 
—or  abandon  our  country  to  tlie  blacks, 
and  seek  a  dishonorable  retreat  in  the 
wilds  of  the  West.' 

Mr,  TkompMon^*  Nothing  will  satbfy 
the  excited,  the  almost  frenzied  South, 
but  an  indignant  rejection  of  these  peti- 
tions.'  *  I  tell  gentlemen,  that  the^  are 
walking  in  a  magazine  with  a  lighted 
torch  in  their  hands.  I  um  sure  they  are 
not  aware  of  the  true  situation  of  the  coun- 
try at  to  this  moat  delicate  and  daogerooa 
subject.' 

Mr,  Moore,  (of  Alab.) — *  Much  e«- 
eitetnent  was  naturally  produced  by  these 
petitions  throughout  the  south ;  so  noch 
so,  that  the  several  legislatures  of  the 
aoatbern  states,  and  among  them  his  own 
State,  (Alabama,)  were  passing  resolu* 
tions,  calling  on  the  other  States  to  give 
them  their  aid  in  putting  down  those  whoae 
meaanrea  were  so  obnoxious  to  them.' 

Thus^  10  one  breath,  the  South  '  asks  no  protection,  scorns 
assistance,  and  defies  all  opposition  ' — ^in  the  next,  she  invokes 
proieciian^  solicits  ikSsisxAHCE,  and  DEPRECATES  OP- 
POSITION!  Now  she  ^  stands  erect,  self-confident,  united) 
strong ' — anon  she  is  quaking  with  alarm,  and  turning  deadly 
pale,  and  calling  upon  the  North  for  succor,  in  view  of  certain 
petitions  emanating  from  sundry  ^fanatics  and  madmen'!-— 
Which  of  these  frames  of  mind  is  the  true  one,  m  sufficientlj 
evident. 


people  in  the  world  were  the  affections  of 
the  heart  more  cherished  and  more  grati- 
fied, than  among  the  slaves  of  the  South.' 

Mr.  Thompton — *  As  to  discussing  this 
subject  before  any  human  tribunal,  I  will 
■ot.  I  will  not  condescend  to  vindicate 
to  this  House,  or  elsewhere,  this  or  any 
other  of  our  domestic  institutions.  It  is 
DO  affair  of  yours ;  you  have  no  right  to 
touch  it,  stifl  less  to  demand  a  reason  of 
OS  for  its  continuanoe ' !  — <  As  to,  any  ef- 
fort now  or  ever  to  accomplish  their  pur- 
poses, DO  one  man  at  the  South  has  any 
leafs.  No,  sir,  thank  God,  on^  this^  sub- 
ject we  are  imited,  and  our  position  is  one 
of  SECURITV,  of  IMPREGNABLE 
SAFETY.'—'  Sir,  if  I  was  satisfied  with 
the  language  of  the  non-slavehulding  gen- 
tleman, I  was  rejoiced  in  my  heart  and 
I  was  glad  to  listen  to  the  manly  and  de- 
cided language  of  the  gentleman  from 
Georgia.  It  ^ve  me  assurance  that,  on 
this  question,  if  no  other,  there  will  be  a 
thorough  union  of  the  whole  South,  in 
council  and  in  action,  if  need  be,  on  this 
great  and  absorbing  question.' 

Mr,  Bouldin — '  Did  any  man  ever  hear 
or  know  of  a  nation  of  people  that  stood 
higher  lor  an^  of  the  cardinal  virtues — 
honor,  truth,  justice  and  charity,  gentle- 
oess  of  heart  and  honesty,  (!!!)  than  those 
Tvho  reside  south  of  Mason's  and  Dixon's 
line  1  Was  it  thought  that  we  shoukl  suf- 
fer by  a  comparison  with  the  petitioners  ? ' 
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NORTHERN   RECREANTS. 

Tt  iTouId  be  absurd  to  expect  temperate  language  from  the 
lips,  or  just  treatment  at  the  hands  of  southern  representatives, 
in  relation  to  the  memorialists  for  the  abolition  of  slavery  in  the 
District  of  Columbia.  It  was  therefore  perfectly  in  character 
for  Mr.  Thompson  of  S.  C.  to  exclaim — *  Who  is  it  at  the 
North  that  we  are  to  conciliate  ?  The  fanatics  f  Fanatics  did 
I  say,  sir  ?  Never  before  was  so  vile  a  band  dignified  with  that 
name.  They  are  murderers^  foul  murderers,  accessaries  be- 
fore the  fact,  and  they  know  it,  o[ murder,  robbery,  rape,%nfan» 
iiddeJ  Nor  can  it  be  a  matter  of  much  surprise,  that  Mr. 
Hammond  of  S.  C.  should  speak  of  Dr.  Channing  in  the  fol- 
lowing terms  : — '  He  (Mr.  H.)  denied  that  Dr.  Channing  played 
a  second  part  to  O'Connell,  in  the  abolition  question — ^for  he 
did  not  rise  so  high  ; — he  played  a  second  part,  and  the  mean- 
est part,  to  Garrison  and  Thompson,  and  had  degraded  himself 
to  the  level  of  Arthur  Tappan  and  Murell,'  the  famous  land- 
pirate.  But,  if  Congress  has  constitutional  power  over  slavery 
in  the  District — if  a  large  majority  of  the  representatives  in 
Congress  belong  to  the  free  States — and  if  the  people  of  the 
free  States  are  all  opposed  to  slavery — in  looking  at  the  con- 
duct of  northern  members,  we  may  reasonably  expect  to  find 
them  heartily  espousing  the  prayer  of  the  memorialists,  asking 
for  liberty  to  the  captives,  the  opening  of  prisons  to  those  who 
are  bound.  What,  then,  was  the  language  of  Senator  Hill,  of 
New  Hampshire  ? 

*  He  contended  that  too  much  importance  was  given  to  the 
acts  of  the  fanatics,  and  he  denied  that  public  opinion  in  the 
North  was  at  all  in  favor  of  abolition.  He  did  not  believe  there 
was  one  in  five  hundred  in  New  Hampshire  in  its  favor.' 

Mr.  Pierce  of  N.  H.  read  the  names  of  the  signers  to  a  peti- 
tion from  his  own  State. 

*  He  stated  that  he  was  informed  that  most  of  them  were 
children  at  school,  and  that  some  canting,  hypocritical  preacher 
had  been  round  to  the  schools  to  get  these  signatures.  He  con- 
cluded by  reiterating  the  declaration  which  he  had  formerly 
made,  that  the  people  of  the  White  Hills  were  united  in  sup- 
porting i\ie  juit  righU  of  the  South  on  this  question.' 
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That  this  last  decla^tion  of  Mr.  Pierce  was  substantially  cor- 
rect, is  DOW  demonstrated  by  the  recent  adoption  of  the  follow- 
ing resolution  by  the  House  of  Representatives  of  New  Hamp- 
shire— Ayes  124,  Noes  21  : 

*  Resolved,  That  Congress  cannot,  without  a  violation  of  the 
public  faith,  abolish  slavery  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  unless 
upon  the  reauest  of  the  citizens  of  that  District,  and  of  the 
States  by  whom  that  territory  was  ceded  to  the  General  Gov* 
emmentJ* 

In  the  Senate,  the  vote  stood  Ayes  1 1 ,  Noes  J . 

Mr.  Jarvis,  of  Maine,  offered  the  following  resolution : 

*  Resolved,  That  in  the  opinion  of  this  House,  the  subject  of 
the  abolition  of  slavery  in  the  District  of  Columbia  ought  not 
to  be  entertainetl  by  ( 'ongress  ;  and  be  it  further  resolved,  that 
in  case  any  petition  pi  (tying  for  said  abolition  be  hereafter  pre- 
sented, it  is  the  iltiliberate  opinion  of  this  House,  that  the  same 
ought  to  be  laid  ujU'ii  the  table,  without  being  referred  or 
printed.' 

Mr.  Jarvis  said — 

'  In  his  opinion^  the  House  was  bound  to  do  all  which  it  was 
necessary  to  do,  to  dissipate  the  fears,  however  groundless  they 
inay  be,  that  Congross  entertained  any  idea  of  abolishing  9lia<- 
very  in  the  District  ol  Columbia.  A  large  majority  of  the 
States,  and  of  the  yvopit  of  the  Norths  were,  he  believed,  averse 
lo  the  exercise  by  Cningiess  of  any  power  over  slavery  in  this 
District.  Of  other  Stales  it  did  not  become  him  to  speak  so 
well  as  of  his  own— but  the  people  of  Maine,  without  distinc- 
tion of  party,  reprobatcHl  the  measures  of  the  abolitionists,  and 
of  those  also  who  sought  to  agitate  the  question,  by  urging  the 
abolition  of  slavery  in  this  District.' 

Mr.  Beardsley  oI  New  York  said — 

'  There  was  no  use  in  spending  another  day  on  this  subiecf. 
If  the  petition  was  laid  on  the  table,  it  would  be  nailed  there^ 
and  every  succeeding  petition  would  be  disposed  of  in  the  same 
way.' 

Mr.  Vanderpooi-  of  New  York  said — 

^' He  was  opposed,  openly  and  unconditionally  opposed^  to 
the  interference  of  Congress  with  slavery  in  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia.    He  would  always,  and  forever,  while  he  had  a  seat 
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here,  oppose  any  measure  that  might  directly  or  indirectly  fa- 
vor, or  forward,  or  counteDance  the  views  and  objects  expressed 
by  such  petitions.  Why  not  march  directly  to  the  point  upon 
which  all  the  true  enemies  of  the  abolitionists  would  agree  ? 
Refuse  to  consider  the  petitions^  and  you  do  what  should  be 
done,  and  that  in  the  most  prompt  manner.  It  would  be  telling 
the  petitioners,  the  nation,  and  the  world,  that  the  notions  of 
the  petitioners  were  so  heretical,  and  their  doings  were  so  mis- 
chievous and  incendiary,  that  co-instanti  that  such  petitions  were 
read,  we  would  consign  them  to  a  grave  from  which  there  should 
be  no  resurrection.' 

Mr.  Hunt  of  New  York  said — 

^  If  gentlemen  will  take  the  trouble  to  look  at  the  proceed- 
ings of  the  District  I  have  the  honor  to  represent,  they  will  see 
that  on  all  occasions  I  have  opposed  the  efforts  which  are  term- 
«d^  .and  by  many  thought  to  be,  incendiary.' 

Mr.  Sutherland  of  Pa.  said — 

'  He  believed  that  there  was  no  man  in  the  House  whose 
mind  was  more  decided  on  this  subject  than  bis  own.  He  lived 
in  a  State  where  slavery  was  formerly  tolerated,  and  which  bad 
abolished  slavery  ;  and  a. State  where  all  the  projects  of  the 
abolitionists  were  utterly  despised  and  disr^rded  ;  and  he  was 
prepared  to  go  til  lengths  which  honor  tod  justice  required  m 
maintaining  the  rights  of  the  South,  and  discountenancing  the 
schemes  ol  fanaticism.' 

Mr.  Ingersoll  of  Pa.  said — 

*  Ha  was  opposed  to  meddling,  either  directly  or  indirectly, 
in  any  shape,  with  slavery  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  or  else- 
where. We  entered  into  a  compact,  when  we  formed  the  Con- 
stitution, not  to  meddle  with  it  ll) — He  would  live  up  to  the 
agreement,  though  the  heavens  fell.  He  would  live  by  it,  and 
die  by  it.' 

The  importance  of  this  subject  must  be  the  apology  for  these 
numerous  extracts.  They  clearly  show  who  are  the  defenders 
of  the  ^  CITADEL  '  of  American  slavery,  and  upon  whom  rests 
the  guilt  of  imbrutiog  the  image  of  God,  and  making  merchan- 
dize of  souls — the  people  of  the  Northern  States !  They  also 
illustrate  another  point — and  that  is,  if  slavery  is  ever  to  be 
abolished  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  a  very  large  portion  of 
ibe  present  northern  members  of  Congress  must  be  left  at 
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BOME,  and  better  men,  haviDg  hearts  of  flesb,  Heotin  tbdrsttoady 
or  else  it  will  be  a  mockery  any  longer  to  petition.  While) 
however,  so  large  a  majority  of  northern  representatives  were 
recreant  to  Goi>  and  Libeett^  it  is  with  pride  and  pleasure  we 
add,  that  the  entire  delegation  from  Massachusetts  were  found 
true  to  the  rights  of  their  constituents^  as  also  those  from  Rhode 
Island  and  Vermont.  Among  those  who  deserve  to  be  honor*- 
ably  mentioned,  in  this  connexion>  with  spepial  emphasis^  are 
Messrs.  Adams,  Gushing,  and  Hoar,  of  this  State,  and  Mn 
Slade  of  Vermont. 

NtJMBSB  Of  PETITIONERS. 

Mr.  Pinekney  represented  the  whole  number  of  memorials^ 
presented  at  the  last  session,  to  be  176 — the  number  of  tigna^ 
tures,  a  little  rising  34,000,  nearly  15,000  of  whom  were  fe- 
males. Not  much  reliance  can  be  placed  upon  the  accuracy  of 
this  representation.  Probably  not  less  than  500  memorials  were 
forwarded,  containing  not  less  than  75,000  or  100^000  signar 
tures.  It  is  not  to  be  supposed  that  a  Committee  so  hostile  to 
the  prayer  of  the  petitioners,  so  desirous  to  make  them  a  coo«- 
temptible  body,  wotUd  condescend  to  count  minutely  and  acou- 
rately  the  number  cf  petitions  and  signaturesy  either  for  the 
sake  of  doing  them  justice,  or  revealing  their  real  strength.-^ 
Early  in  the  session,  it  was  estimated  by  Washington  letter^ 
writers,  that  not  less  than  300  petitions  had  been  already  for«- 
warded  ;  and  it  is  certain  that,  so  numerously  did  they  continue 
to  come  in,  the  order  of  calling  the  States  was  reversed  in  the 
House,  (in  order  to  obstruct  their  presentation))  beginning  with 
Michigan  instead  of  Maine.  Assuming,  however,  that  the 
whole  number  of  petitioners  was  34,000,  as  stated  by  Mr.  Pinek- 
ney, seldom  has  so  large  a  number  ever  asked  the  action  of 
Congress  upon  any  subject  whatever.     We  now  come  to  the 

ACTION  or  CONGRESS  UPON  THE  PETITIONS. 

In  the  Senate,  none  of  the  petitions  were  referred.     A  me- 
morial of  the  Cain  Quarterly  Meeting  of  the  Society  of  Friends, 
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hariDg  been  retdy  was  immediately  rejected  by  a  vote  of  S4  Mr 
B—ihsit  isf  17  States  out  of  90,  by  their  Senators,  sided  with 
the  oppressor.  The  two  Senators  from  Massachasetts  Toted 
against  the  rejection  ;  but  fiol  a  single  Senator,  from  any  of  the 
States,  expressed  any  desire  for  the  aboKtion  of  slavery  in  the 
District  of  Columbia,  at  any  period  however  remote.  Letihu 
fact  be  kept  in  remembrance  by  the  people. 

In  the  House  of  Representatives,  after  an  ardent  discussion^ 

on  motion  of  Mr.  Pinckney  of  S.  C,  a  resolution  was  adopted 

by  a  vote  of  163  to  47, — '  That  in  the  opinion  of  this  Housoy 

Congress  ought  not  to  interfere,  in  any  way,  with  slavery  in  the 

District  of  Columbia  >  *  and  a  committee  of  nine  chosen,  and 

ordered  to  report  to  the  effect,  that  such  mterference  *  would  be 

-a  violation  of  poblic  foith,  unwise,  tmpolitie,  and  dangerous  to 

ihe  Union/    This  committee  consisted  of  Mr.  Pinckney  of  S* 

C,  Mr.  Hamer  of  Ohio,  Mr.  Pierce  of  N.  H.,  Mr.  Hardin  of 

Ky.,  Mr.  Jarvis  of  Me.,  Mr.  Owens  of  Geo.^  Mr.  Muhlenberg 

of  Pa.,  Mr.  Dromgoole  of  Va.,  and  Mr.  Turrill  of  N.  Y.— a 

ifAJORiTV,  therefore,  from   the  free  States^    The  appointment 

of  dueh  a  committee,  clothed  with  such  instructions,  is  startling 

evidence  that  a  large  majority  of  the  people  of  the  free  States 

are  not  opposed  inprinciple  to  slavery ^  and  deprecate  its  aboli" 

iion,  even  in  the  capital  of  the  nation,  unless  indeed  they  have 

been  grossly  misrepresented  by  their  representatives.    Prior  to 

the  adoption  of  the  resolution  alluded  to,  Mr.  Pinckney  said — 

*  He  firmly  believed  that,  if  it  were  adopted,  the  House  would 

succeed  in  putting  down  all  fanaticism.^     The  resolution  i^as 

adopted,  as  we  have  seen.     How  much  '  fanaticism '  it  has  put 

down,  is  not  known  ;   but  the   inundation  of  Congress,  at  its 

present  session,  with  anti-slaVery  memorials,  must  convince  Mr. 

Pinckney,  that  the  spirit  of  abolition  has  survived  not  only  the 

resolution  of  the  House,  but  his  own  Report.     Justly  did  Mr. 

Hammond  exclaim — *  For  what  purpose  was  the  Report  to  be 

made  ?     Would  it  arrest  the  career  of  fanaticism  ?     Had  not 

the  most  able  arguments  been  made  on  this  subject,  without 

effect  ?     Was  there  any  thing  in  a  report  from  Congress,  which 

would  give  our  arguments  on  this  subject  any  magical  effect  ?  It 
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would  be  considered  as  mtre  waste  paper.*  The  prophecy  is 
fulfilled  to  the  letter.  Mr.  Pinckney's  Report,  though  painfully 
elaborate  and  formidably  long,  is  justly  '  considered  as  mere 
waste  paper.'  On  its  presentation,  Mr.  Thoropsoti  of  S»  C. 
declared,  that '  a  more  stale  combination  of  argument  without 
reason,  and  jespitical  sophistry ,  he  bad  never  seen  ;  and  he 
thought  it  ought  to  be  burnt  by  the  common  hangman.'  This 
denunciation  was  bestowed  upon  it,  because  Mr.  Pinckoey  was 
not  hardy  enough  to  maintain,  that  Congress  had  nonexclusive 
jurisdiction  over  the  District,  in  all  cases  whatsoever.  In  self- 
defeoce,  Mr.  P.  said — '  If  the  question  should  be  pressed  to  a 
vote,  a  majority,  he  thought,  would  sustain  the  right  of  Con- 
gress to  interfere  on  the  subject  of  slavery  in  the  District.  It 
bad  been  his  wbh  to  avoid  the  inevitable  and  disastrous  results 
which  such  a  vote  must  produce.'  Mr.  Wise  of  Va.  said—*  If 
southern  men,  were  to  agree  to  that  report,  they  were  gone, 
swept  away.  TTiere  was  not  an  inch  of  ground  left  for  them 
to  stand  tipon.'  Mr.,  A.  H.  Sheppard  said — ^  The  report  con- 
ceded every  thing.  It  conceded  the  principle,  tbat  CoDgress 
bad  a  right  to  interfere  in  the  question  of  slavery  in  the  Dis- 
trict, and  that  was  conceding  the  wholeJ  According,  there- 
fore, to  the  views  of  the  mc^t  determined  enemies  of  the  aboli- 
tion cause,  the  abolitionists  are  sustained  by  Congress,  on  the 
ground  of  right,  in  asking  for  the  overthrow  of  slavery  in  the 
District :  and  yet  tbat  body  refuses  to  give  tbeir  petitions  a 
respectful  consideration ! 

The  fatal  assumption  in  the  report  of  Mr,  Pinckney, — ^the 
comer-stone  upon  which  he  erects  bis  pro-slavery  edifice,— 4s, 
that  SLAVES  ARB  NOT  MEN,  but  cattlc,  property,  articles  of  mer- 
chandize, not  only  according  to  the  law  of  the  land,  but  in  strict 
equity,  according  to  the  \^,vr  of  God.  Hence,  from  such  prem- 
ises, he  naturally  arrives  at  the  conclusion,  that  no  legislative 
body  has  a  right  to  deprive  men  of  their  property,  at  least  not 
without  their  consent,  or  returning  a  quid  pro  quo.  But  the 
premises  being  false,  the  conclusion  falls  to  the  ground — and, 

*  like  tlia  baMlew  fabric  of  a  vision, 

Leareg  Dot  a  wreck  behind.* 
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Nothing  can  exceed  the  assurance  of  Mr.  Pinckney,  or  of  Con- 
gress, in  taking  for  granted,  as  a  sound  proposition,  the  most 
preposterous,  the  most  impious  of  all  fallacies,  that  man  can 
justly  be  the  property,  estate,  chattel,  beast  of  burden,  of  his 
fellow-man  ;  when  both  Mr.  Pinckney  and  Congress  clearly  un- 
derstand, that  abolitionists  deny  the  proposition  as  abhorrent  to 
reason,  humanity  and  revelation,  and  triumphantly  sustain  the 
ground  they  occupy  by  all  that  is  immortal  in  man — by  the  con- 
current approval  of  the  whole  world — ^by  summoning,  as  wit- 
nesses, God  who  created  man  in  his  own  image,  Christ  who  died 
to  redeem  him,  the  Holy  Ghost  by  whom  he  is  sanctified  ! 

Thus,  the  very  point  of  disputation,  the  hinge  upon  which 
the  eontroversy  turns,  the  sole  and  single  cause  of  the  mighty 
difference  between  the  abolitionists  and  their  opponents,  is  care- 
iully  evaded  throughout  the  Report.  What  is  it,  then,  but 
*  mere  waste  paper '  ? — deliberate  blasphemy  against  the  Most 
High  God  ? — an  insult  to  the  common  sense  of  mankind  ?  In 
adopting  it.  Congress  virtually  rescinded  the  Declaration  of 
Independence^  and  stamped  the  *  self-evident  truths  *  of  that 
great  instrument,  as  ^  splendid  absurdities,'  as  mere  ^  rhetorical 
flourishes.' 

But  the  Report,  in  the  most  conclusive  manner,  refutes  its 
own  reasoning,  and  confirms  the  great  truths  set  forth  in  the 
speeches,  writings  and  memorials  of  the  abolitionists.  To  prove 
this  assertion,  let  a  single  extract  sufiice.  '  The  Constitution,' 
says  Mr.  Pinckney,  *  while  it  confers  upon  Congress  exclusive 
legislation  within  this  District,  does  not,  and  could  not,  confer 
unlimited  despotic  authority  over  it.'  True :  how  then  does 
Congress  dare  to  keep  in  chains  and  servitude,  a  fourth  of  the 
inhabiunts  of  the  District  ?  It  can  neither  sanction  nor  toler- 
ate slavery  in  the  territory  over  which  it  holds  jurisdiction, 
without  violating  the  Constitution.  Again,  says  Mr.  P. : — « It 
[the  Constitution]  could  confer  no  power  contrary  to  the  funda- 
mental principles  of  the  Constitution  itself,  and  the  essential 
and  unalienable  rights  of  American  citizens.'  What  are  those 
principles  ?     *  To  establish  justice^  to  promote  the  general  weU 
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fart,  and  SECURE  THE  BLESSINGS  OF  LIBERTY/ 

What  are  those  rights  ?  A  right  to  life,  liberty,  property. — 
Again  : — '  The  right  to  legislate,  therefore,  (to  make  the  Con- 
stitution consistent  with  itself,)  is  evidently  qualified  by  the  pro- 
vision, that  "  no  nrian  shall  be  deprived  of  life,  liberty,  or  prop- 
erty, without  due  form  of  law,"  and  others  of  similar  character.' 
Then,  most  certainly,  the  slaves  in  the  District,  having  been 
deprived  of  liberty  and  property  without  any  charge  of  crime 
or  form  of  law,  are  entitled  to  freedom  and  compensation  with- 
out delay.  Again  :  *  There  are  certain  vital  principles  in  our 
free,  republican  Government,  which  will  determine  and  overrule 
an  apparent  and  flagrant  abuse  of  legislative  power ;  as  to  au- 
thorize manifest  injustice  [making  human  beings  goods  and 
chattels]  by  positive  law^  or  to  take  away  that  security  for  per- 
sonal liberty  or  private  property,  for  the  protection  whereof  the 
Government  was  established.' — '  A  law  that  makes  a  man  a 
judge  in  bis  own  case,  [whether  his  fettered  victim  is  prepared 
for  freedom] — or  a  law  that  takes  property  away  from  A,  [takes 
a  man  from  the  possession  of  his  own  body,  intellect  and  soulj 
and  gives  it  to  B.  It  is  against  all  reason  and  justice  for  a  peo- 
ple to  entrust  a  legislature  .with  such  powers,  and  therefore  it 
cannot  be  presumed  that  they  have  done  it,' — *  The  legislature 
cannot  change  innocence  into  guilt,  [man-stealing  into  honesty  J 
or  punish  innocence  [a  colored  skin]  as  a  crime.' 

Thus  summarily  and  conclusively  does  this  famous  Report 
ridicule  its  own  folly,  refute  its  own  reasoning,  and  establish 
what  it  attempts  to  overthrow.  It  is  thus  that  God  '  taketh  the 
wise  in  their  own  craftiness^  and  carrieth  the  counsels  of  the 
fro  ward  headlong.' 

Early  in  the  present  session  of  Congress,  abolition  petitions 
began  to  be  forwarded  in  great  numbers  from  various  parts  of 
the  country.  Much  anxiety  was  felt  as  to  the  course  that  would 
be  pursued  by  the  Hou$e.  As  usual,  Mr.  Adams  was  the  first 
Id  '  beard  the  lion  in  his  den,'  by  presenting  a  petition  from  his 
constituents.  Objections  being  made  to  its  reception,  on  ac- 
count of  the  decision  of  the  House  at   the  former  session,  the 
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Speaker  (contrary  to  general  expectation)  decided,  that  the  rule 
expired  with  the  session.  It  was  then  that  a  representatiTC 
from  a  free  State,  Mr.  Davis  of  Indiana,  moved,  that  all  me- 
morials that  might  be  presented  on  the  subject  of  slavery  in 
the  District,  be  laid  upon  the  table,  without  reading,  without 
reference,  without  discussion !  ^t  was  not  a  member  from  the 
South,  it  was  a  member  itom  free  Indiana^  who  made  this  dar- 
ing proposal !  So  hostile  is  the  spirit  of  the  free  States  to  the 
abolition  of  slavery  within  the  capital  of  the  Union  !  Though 
thb  motion  was  at  first  rejected,  it  was  afterward  adopted  by  a 
very  large  majority,  whe^i  offered  by  a  southern  representative, 
in  the  following  shape  : 

^  Resolved,  That  all  petitions,  memorials,  resolutions,  prop- 
ositions, or  papers,  relating  in  any  way,  or  to  any  extent,  what- 
ever, to  the  subject  of  slavery,  or  the  abolition  of  slavery,  shall, 
without  being  either  printed  or  referred,  be  laid  on  the  table, 
and  that  no  further  action  whatever  shall  be  had  thereon.' 

Thus  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States 
have  dared  to  do  an  act,  which,  if  done  by  the  British  Parlia- 
ment, would  create  a  revolution  throughout  all  England  !  It  is 
nothing  less  than  denying  the  sacred  right  of  the  people  to  pe- 
tition the  government.  What  are  irresponsible  mobs,  what  the 
robbing  of  the  public  mail,  what  the  administration  of  lynch  law 
by  an  infuriated  rabble,  compared  to  the  act  of  trampling  upon 
the  right  of  petition,  by  the  representatives  of  a  free  people  ? 
What  is  most  to  be  deprecated  is,  that  while  the  right  was  pre- 
tendedly  acknowledged  in  form^  it  was  really  denied  in  spirit 
Friends  of  your  country  !  sons  of  the  Pilgrims !  freemen  of 
Massachusetts  !  where  are  your  liberties  ?  Was  it  for  this  that 
your  fathers  battled  unto  death  upon  Bunker's  Hill  ?  and  fertil- 
ized the  plains  of  Lexington  and  Concord  with  their  blood  ? 
What  then  have  you  inherited  that  is  worth  possessing  ?  What 
have  you  gained  by  exchanging  a  monarchical  government  for  a 
slaveholding  despotism  ?  And  who  are  putting  chains  upon 
your  bodies — a  seal  upon  your  lips — the  brand  of  SLAVES 
upon  your  cheeks  ?  Your  own  Senators  and  Representatives ! 
Will  any  man  pretend,  that  this  is  not  so  ?  that  the  right  of  pe- 
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tition  18  still  held  sacred  ?  that  the  memorials  of  the  people  haVcf 
been  respectfully  treated  ?  What !  is  insult  to  be  added  to  in-' 
jury  ?  mockery  to  oppression  ?  Of  what  value  is  the  right  o( 
petition — whtit  is  it  but  a  solemn  farce*— if  the  petitions  of  the 
people  are  not  permitted  to  be  read,  referred,  and  acted  upon 
with  all  deliberation  and  impartiality  ?  This  is  the  climax  o( 
tyranny.  It  is  conceding  the  liberty  of  speech,  by  cutting  out 
the  tongue;  it  is  admitting  the  rights  of  conscience,  by  stretch-- 
ing  the  victim  upon  the  rack  of  the  inquisition  ;  it  is  allowing 
full  sovereignty  to  the  people,  by  scoffing  at  their  remonstrances/ 
contemning  their  authority,  and  stifling  their  voice  !  And  this 
b  the  fruit  of  American  slavery  :  it  is  done,  that  one-sixth  por-' 
tion  of  the  American  people  may  be  held  as  brute  beasts,  and 
heathenism  perpetuated  in  the  land  1 

Behold  our  condition  I  Is  it  asked,  what  shall  be  done  ? 
\Vhat  will  the  people  of  Massachusetts  do  when  tyrants  at-* 
tempt  to  gag  them  ?  Why,  cry  aloud,  and  spare  not !  What 
will  they  do  when  their  rights  are  invaded  ?  Why,  resist  the 
invasion  with  weapons  tempered  in  the  fire  of  Heaven — spirit-' 
ual  weapons  which  are  mighty  through  God.  What  will  they 
do  when  a  bold  conspiracy  is  forming  to  put  them  into  bondage  ? 
They  will  blow  the  trumpet  of  alarm  long  and  loud,  and  strug- 
gle mightily  against  it  with  all  the  resistless  energies  of  men  wha 
know  that 

*  — —  a  day*  an  hour  of  virtuoos  libertyi 
Is  worth  a  whulc  eternity  of  bonduge.^ 

What  will  they  do  when  they  see  the  American  Constitution 
trampled  in  the  dust  ?  They  will  raise  it  up  and  proudly  de-^ 
fend  it,  curbing  the  despotism  of  its  usurpers,  and  making  it 
indeed  the  JSgis  to  protect  the  rights  of  every  man,  in  every 
paat  of  the  country.  What  will  they  do  when  they  b«hold 
LfiBERTT  faint,  bleeding,  prostrate,  overpowered  by  her  mort 
sanguinary  foes  ?  They  will  rush  to  her  rescue,  rally  their 
forces  together,  and  stand  shoulder  to  shoulder  in  the  conflict. 
What  will  they  do  when  they  see  God  dishonored,  and  Virtue 
crucified^  and  Oppression  rampant,  and  Anarchy  stalking  through 
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the  land  ?     Why,  they  will  act  as  becomes  men,  and  patriots^ 
And  Chrisii&Ds— and  act  IMMEDIATELY. 

<  Now,  when  our  trind  ttf  niin'i  brink  h  rerging. 

In  God'f  name,  let  as  ipeak  while  ihere  i«  time ! 
Now,  when  the  padlocks  for  otir  lips  are  forging. 
Silence  it  CRIME! 

Shall  oor  New  England  stand  erect  no  longer* 
^  But  stoop  in  chains  upon  her  downward  way. 

Thicker  to  gather  on  her  limbs  and  stronger 
Day  after  day  1 

O  no;  at  once  from  all  her  wild  green  mountains-^ 
From  valleys  where  her  slumbering  (athers  lie-^ 
From  her  blue  rivers  and  her  welling  fountains,  * 

And  clear,  cold  sky: 
J 
From  her  rough  coast,  and  isles,  which  hungry  oceafi 

Gnaws  with  his  surges — from  the  6slier's  skiff, 
VVith  white  sail  swaying  to  the  billows'  motion 
Round  rock  and  fclifl* : 

From  the  free  fire-side  of  her  uabought  fanner — 
From  the  free  laborer  at  his  loom  and  wheel — 
From  the  brown  smith-shop,  where  beneath  the  bammef 
Rings  the  red  steel : 

From  each  and  all,  if  God  hath  not  forsaken 

Our  land,  and  left  us  to  an  evil  choice, 
Lfoud  as  the  summer  thunder-bolt  shall  waken 
A  PEOPLE'S  VOICE!* 

But  the  voice  of  the  people  must  be  raised,  not  merely 
Against  the  denial  of  the  right  of  petition  by  Congress,  but 
«gainst  that  oppressive  system  which  alone  has  caused  this  sd- 
cred  right  to  be  taken  away — or  else  thet  will  speak  in  vain. 
It  is  useless  to  think  of  protesting  against  a  legitimate  effect^ 
and  leaving  the  cause  of  that  effect  to  continue  in  full  operation. 
Why  are  not  the  petitions  of  the  people  received  by  Con- 
gress ?  Because  slavery  exists  in  the  District  of  Columbia. 
Why  is  not  freedom  of  speech  tolerated  upon  the  floor  of  Con*- 
gress  ?  Because  it  is  incompatible  with  the  perpetuity  of  sla- 
very in  that  District.  Shall  the  right  of  petition  and  the  free- 
dom of  speech  be  destroyed,  that  the  foulest  oppression  may 
flourish  with  impunity  ? 
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HR.  Calhoun's  report. 
In  the  U.  S.  Senate,  on  the  4ih  of  February,  1836,  Mr. 
Calhoun  made  a  Report  from  the  Select  Committee  to  whom 
was  referred  that  portion  of  the  President's  Message  which  re- 
lated to  the  attempts  to  circulate,  through  the  mail,  inflamma- 
tory appeals,  to  excite  slaves  to  insurrection.  Next  to  the 
Message  upon  which  it  was  predicated,  this  Report  ought  to 
have  excited  in  the  minds  of  the  people,  the  liveliest  emotions 
of  astonishment  and  alarm  ;  but  neither  of  them  disturbed  the 
slavish  reposo  of  the  nation,  nor  elicited  a  single  burst  of  indig- 
nation from  any  body  of  men  hut  the  abolitionists.  Nothing 
but  the  most  ready  acquiescence  in  the  enslavement  of  our  col- 
ored countrymen,  and  the  basest  subservi|3ncy  to  southern  dic- 
tation, and  the  fiercest  malevolence  towards  the  friends  of  uni- 
versal freedom,  could  have  tolerated  even  for  a  moment  the 
despotic  recommendation  of  the  President,  that  Congress  should 
pass  laws  prohibiting,  under  severe  penalties,  the  circulation  in 
the  Southern  States,  through  the  mails,  of  anti-slavery  publica- 
tions. Such  a  proposition, — scomnig  as  it  does  the  protection 
given  to  the  freedom  of  the  press  by  the  Constitution, — under 
other  circumstances,  and  with  reference  to  any  other  people 
pining  in  bondage,  would  have  convulsed  all  the  polhical  and 
moral  elements  in  the  land;  and  created  a  hurricane  excitement 
even  to  the  borders  of  the  Pacific  ocean. 

The  Report  of  Mr.  Calhoun  is  distinguished  for  perverse  In- 
genuity and  laborious  folly  ;  and  the  conclusion  at  which  it  ar- 
rives is  absolute  despotism  and  sheer  robbery,  giving  to  deputy 
postmasters,  mail-carriers,  and  other  officers  and  agents  of  the 
Post  Office  Department,  authority  to  destroy  or  abstract  from 
the  mail,  '  any  pamphlet,  newspaper,  handbill,  or  other  paper, 
,  printed  or  written,  or  pictorial  representation,  (Untouching  the 
subject  of  slavery,  addressed  to  any  person  or  post-office  in  any 
state,  territory,  or  district,  where,  by  the  laws  of  said  state,  ter- 
ritory, or  district,  their  circulation  is  prohibited  ' ! — Of  course, 
this  license  entirely  destroys  the  sanctity  of  the  public  mail, 
and^  as  it  extends  to  written  as  well  as  printed  communications, 
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subjects  all  letters,  whether  on  business  or  friendship,  whether 
contaiDiug  drafts  or  money,  to  the  espionage  of  any  person  or 
persons  connected  with  any  branch  of  the  Post  Office  Depart- 
ment !  And  the  reason  adduced  why  this  destructive  privilege 
should  be  granted  is,  lest  these  letters  or  documents  should  con- 
tain some  direct  or  indirect  remarks,  merely  '  touching '  the 
subject  of  slavery  ! 

Monstrous  as  this  proposition  appears,  and  suicidal  as  this 
mode  of  suppressing  all  discussions  of  slavery  would  be,  the 
Report  was  passed  to  a  third  reading  by  a  vote  of  18  to  18 — 
Mr.  Van  Buren  giving  the  casting  vote  in  the  affirmative — and 
rejected  by  the  Senate,  on  its  passage  to  be  engrossed,  by  a  vote 
of  only  19  to  25!     Mr.  Davis  of  this  State  was  on  the  com- 
mittee with  Mr.  Calhoun,  and  merely  expressed  bis  dissent  from 
the  Report  in  some  tame  and  indefinite  remarks.     *  There  were 
some  portions  of  it  which  met  w^ith  his  approbation,  but  other 
portions  there  were,  [why  did  he  not  specify  them  ?]  in  which 
he  did  not  concur.     He   made  this  statement,  lest  his  views 
might  be  misunderstood.     [A  very  lucid   explanation,   truly  !] 
He  knew  that  he  might  have  placed  his  views  on  the  subject  m 
writing  before  the  world,  but  he  had  not  deemed  them  of  suffi- 
cient importance  (!) — he  did  not  think  the  world  thought  them 
of  sufficient  importance.'     Had  it  been  a  Bill  for  the  repeal  of 
the  Tariff  before  the  Senate,  reported  by  Mr.  Calhoun,  it  is 
more  than  probable  that  Mr.  Davis  would  have  deemed  his  own 
views  of  *  sufficient  importance  '  to  have   uttered  them  freely, 
in  warm  and  eloquent  language.     Like  one  of  old,  he  would 
have  said — <  I  will  also  show  my  opinion  ; '    and  that  o])inioB 
would  have  been   expressed  with  becoming  plainness.     But  a 
Bill,  designed  to  violate  both  the  letter  and  spirit  of  the  Amer- 
ican Constitution — to  make  it  lawful,  and  even  obligatory,  to 
plunder  the  public  mail  of  its  contents — to  destroy  all  commu- 
nication between  the  several  Slates,  and  fill  the  land  with  con- 
fusion and  distress — this  was  not  of  *  sufficient  importance  *  to 
arouse  the  eloquence  or  startle  the  security  of  the  Senator  from 
Massachusetts  !     Nevertheless,  he  deserves  some  praise  even 
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for  his  comparatively  feeble  opposition  to  the  Report ;  for 
other  Senators  from  the  free  States  refrained  from  uttering 
a  single  word  of  disapprobation — nay,  several  voted  in  favor  of 
it  when  the  question  was  upon  its  passage  to  be  engrossed  ! — 
Mr.  Webster,  the  boasted  '  Defender  of  the  Constitution/  was 
not  wholly  dumb,  but  inexcusably  deficient  in  earnestness  and 
power.  It  was  an  occasion  that  should  have  witnessed  his  no- 
blest eflfort  in  the  cause  of  constitutional  liberty.  He  should 
have  promptly  flung  himself  into  *  the  imminent  deadly  breach,' 
for  the  preservation  of  the  dearest  rights  of  the  people.  But 
he  evidently  quailed  before  the  fierce  spirit  of  slavery.  The 
Report  had  been  read  once,  twice,  thrice — and  yet  he  had  not 
spoken  !  Just  as  the  final  vote  was  to  be  taken,  he  ventured 
to  express  his  dissent.  But  how  did  he  speak  ?  Like  one  who 
saw  and  felt  that  the  liberties  of  the  country  were  at  stake,  and 
the  Union  itself  threatened  with  instant  dissolution  ?  Liks 
HIMSELF  ?  Did  he  thunder  ?  did  he  lighten  ?  Did  he  cry, 
*  To  the  Rescue  ! ' — and,  not  waiting  for  support,  rush  into  the 
thickest  of  the  conflict,  single-handed  ?  No.  *  Mr.  Web- 
ster objected  to  the  bill  partly  on  account  of  the  extraordinary 
vagueness  of  its  language,  but  principally,  because  the  effect  of 
the  bill  was  to  abridge  the  liberty  of  the  press.'  But,  he  man- 
ifested no  amazement,  no  indignation,  no  grief,  at  the  audacity 
which  had  presumed  to  introduce  such  a  bill  for  the  adoption  of 
the  Senate. 

Although  the  Report  was  rejected,  it  deserves  at  least  a  slight 
examination  ;  for  the  majority  against  it  was  small,  and  it  may 
be  renewed  with  better  success  at  another  session  of  Congress. 
All  danger  from  that  source  is  not  over,  and  it  is  the  part  of 
true  wisdom  to  be  prepared  for  the  worst. 

The  ground  assumed  by  Mr.  Calhoun  is,  first,  that  Congress 
cannot  pass  any  law  abridging  the  liberty  of  the  press.  This 
position  he  finds  no  difficulty  in  sustaining,  because  the  language 
of  the  Constitution  is  explicit  upon  this  subject.  But  he  as- 
sumes, in  the  second  place,  that  what  Congress  may  not  do,  un- 
der any  pretext  whatever,  each  Legislature  of  the  several  States 
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may  do,  whenever  they  shall  deem  k  necessary, — namely, 
MUZZLE  THE  PRESS,  and  destroy  its  liberty  !  Nay,  one  State 
has  not  only  a  right,  for  instance,  to  prohibit  the  circulation  of 
anti-slavery  publications  within  its  limits,  but  it  is  the  duty  of 
every  other  State  to  make  the  printing  of  such  publications 
within  its  own  limits  a  criminal  offence,  to  be  visited  with  pains 
and  penalties ! 

We  place  the  arguments  in  juxta-position,  that  they  may  be 
seen  at  a  glance  : 


*  Congress  has  not  tlie  power  (o  pass 
such  a  law :  it  would  be  a  violation  of 
one  of  the  most  sacred  proviFtona  of  the 
Constitution.' — *  Tlie  jealous  spirit  of  lib- 
erty which  characterized  our  ancei<iors  at 
the  period  when  the  Consiiiufion  was 
adopted,  forever  closed  the  door  by  which 
the  right  might  \ic  implied  fromuuy  of  the 


<  It  lielongs  to  the  Sutes,  and  not  to 

Congress,  to  determine  what  is,  or  is  not, 
cnlculaied  to  disturb  their  peace  and  8€* 
curity ;  and  of  course,  in  the  case  under 
consideration,  it  belongs  to  the  slavehold- 
ing  Slates  to  determine  what  is  incendiary 
and  intended  to  incite  to  insurrection,  and 
to  adopt  such  defensive  measures  as  may 


granted  powers,  or  any  other  source,  if  l>c  necessary  for  their  security,  with  un- 
there  be  any  other.' — ^*Thc  amended  ar-  limited  means  of  carrying  them  iutoeflect, 
tide  of  the  Constitution,  among  other  except  such  as  may  be  expres»ly  inliibited 
things,  provid«>s  that  Congress  shall  pass  to  tlie  Slates  by  the  Constitution.*—*  The 
no  law  which  shall  abridge  the  liberty  of  right  of  a  State  to  defend  itself  against 
the  press — a  provision  which  interposes  internal  dangers  is  a  part  of  the  great,  pri- 
an  insu|)erable  objection  to  the  measure  mary,  aad  inherent  right  of  self-defence, 
recommended  by  the  President.' — 'Anioni;  which,  by  the  laws  of  nature,  belongs  to 
tho  many  objections  to  tlie  adoption  of  the    all  comai'uniiiefl.' — *  Ri<^hii  and  duties  arb 

reciprocal— the  existence  of  a  right  al- 
ways implying  a  ccrresp<mding  duty.  If, 
consequently,  the  right  to  pr/>lcct  her  io- 
tcrnal  |)cace  and  security  belongs  to  a 
Stale,  tho  General  Government   is  Iwund 


Constitution,  none  were  more  successfully 
urged  tlian  tho  absence  in  the  instrument 
of  those  general  provisions  which  experi- 
ence has  .shown  to  be  nercs«ary  to  guard 
the  oulworkf  of  liberty;  ."ich  as  the 
freedom  of  the  press  and  of  speech ,  the 
rights  of  conscience,  of  trial  by  jury, 
and  others.  It  was  tjtc  belief  of  those 
jealoua  and  watchful  gvlardians  of  lilierly, 
who  viewed  the  adoption  of  the  Constitu- 
tion with  so  much  apprehension,  ihat  all 
those  sacred  barriers,  williout  some  posi- 
tive provision  to  protect  ihcm,  wouUI,  by 
Che  power  of  construction,  \ie  undermined 
and  prostrated.' — *  The  object  of  publi^h- 
ing  is  circulation  ;  and  ti)  prohibit  circu- 
lation is  in  eflect  to  prohibit  pablication.' 
— *  Nnthirg  is  more  clear  than  that  the 
udmisr'ion  of  the  ri;;lit  on  the  parlof  Ci>n- 
gress,  to  determine  what    papers   are   in- 


to respect  the  measures  [abridging  the 
freedom  of  speech  and  of  the  press  ! !] 
adopted  by  her  f<ir  that  purpose,  and  to 
co-operate  in  their  execution,  as  far  as  its 
delegated  powers  may  admit,  or  the  meas- 
ure may  reipiire.  Thus,  in  the  present 
case,  tlie  slaveholding  States  having;  the 
unquestionable  (.')  right  to  pass  all  such 
laws  US  may  l)o  necessary  to  roaint/n  the 
KMSTisG  rklation  between  M ASTKR 
and  SLAVE  in  those  States,  their  right, 
of  course,  to  prohibit  the  circulation  of  any 
pntjUi  alien,  or  any  intei course  calculated 
to  disturb  or  destroy  ihnt  relation,  is  in- 
jnlro\cild)!e  ' !! — *  Wiihia  their    limits. 


cendiarv,  and,  :is  snrh,  to    prohibit  their     lliu  rigiits  of  the  slaveholding  State*  are 
circulation  through  ihe  mail,  necu^8arily    as  full   to  demand  of  the  States   within 


involves  the  right  to  lietermine  what  are 
not  incendiary,  an:l  to  enforce  their  circu- 
lation. Nor  is  it  less  certain  that  to  ad- 
mit surh  a  right  Wiuild  \te  virtually  to 
clothe  Congress  witU  the  power  to  abol- 
ish slavery y  by  giving  it  the  means  of 
breaking  down  all  the  barriers  which  the 
■laveholdtng  States  have  erected  for  the 
protection  of  their  lives  and  property.' 


whose  limits  and  jurisdiction  their  peace 
is  assailed,  to  adopt  tho  measures  neces- 
sary to  prevent  the  same,  and,  if  refused 
or  neglected,  to  resort  to  means  to  protect 
thtmiseives,  as  if  they  were  separate  and 
iiidopendcnl  communities.' 
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It  is  perfectly  obvioys,  that  Mr.  Calhoun  is  DOt  less  jostly 
chargeable  with  the  folly  of  self-confutation  than  Mr.  Pinck- 
NEY.  His  argument  proves  too  much,  and  therefore  proves 
nothing.  The  theory  which  he  advances  is  the  theory  of  vvh" 
LiFiCATioN :  it  makes  the  subordinate,  paramount — the  inferior, 
superior — the  single  digit  greater  than  the  entire  aggregate — the 
sattelite,  the  central  sun  !     For, 

1.  It  absurdly  assumes,  that  though  Congress  may  not  pass  a 
law  which  shall  be  binding  upon  the  several  States,  the  Legis- 
lature of  South  Carolina  is  invested  with  such  power ! 

2.  That  the  liberty  of  the  press, — and,  by  parity  of  reasoning, 
the  freedom  of  speech,  the  rights  of  conscience,  and  trial  by 
jury, — may  be  either  abridged  or  wholly  taken  away,  under 
pains  and  penalties,  by  any  State  Legislature,  not  only  in  refer- 
ence to  the  inhabitants  of  said  State,  but  of  all  the  Slates  I 

3.  That  a  State  Legislature,  in  a  free  republic,  has  power 
over  the  liberties  of  the  people,  superior  to  that  which  is  grant- 
ed to  the  British  Parliament ! — for  that  body  cannot  shackle  the 
press,  except  by  usurpation. 

4.  That  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  expressly 
prohibits  Congress  from  infringing  upon  the  liberty  of  the  press, 
simply  because  the  right  belongs  exclusively  to  each  State  Leg- 
islature I — Of  what  value,  then,  is  this  great  instrument  ?  It 
becomes  truly  '  a  blurred  and  tattered  parchment.'  For  if  the 
freedom  of  speech  and  of  the  press,  upon  any  subject  whatever, 
may  rightfully  and  at  any  moment  be  destroyed  by  the  Legisla- 
ture of  a  single  State,  and  the  act  must  be  respected  and  obey- 
ed by  the  people  of  every  other  State,  there  can  be  nolhhagleft 
in  the  shape  of  liberty,  to  be  protected  by  the  Constitution. — 
An  absolute  despotism  would  reign  over  the  land.  In  the  days 
of  our  colonial  vassalage,  such  power  was  never  claimed  by 
the  mother  country.  Have  not  our  fathers  spile  their  blood  in 
vain  ? 

But  let  us  hear  Mr.  Calhoun  once  more  : 

'  If  it  be  admitted  that  Congrem  hns  ihe  right  to  dtflcriminate  in  reference  to  their 
character,  what  papers  shall  or  what  papers  shall  not  be  transmitted  by  the  mail,  it 
would  subject  the  freedom  of  the  pnaa,  on  all  tubjects,  political,  moral  and  religiouf , 
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completely  to  iu  will  and  plearare.  It  would,  in  (act,  in  aoina  reepeeti,  More  elect- 
uaily  control  the  freedom  of  the  press  than  any  sedition  law,  however  severe  its  pen- 
alties. The  mandate  of  the  Government  alone  would  be  sufficient  to  close  the  door 
against  circulation  through  the  mail,  and  thns,  at  its  will  and  pleasure,  might  inter- 
cept all  communication  between  the  press  and  the  people;  while  it  woald  reqnire  the 
intervention  of  courts  and  juries  to  enforce  the  provisions  of  a  sedition  law,  which  ex- 
perience has  shown  are  not  always  passive  and  willing  instrnmenta  in  the  bands  of 
Government,  where  the  freedom  of  the  press  is  concerned.^ 

But  '  if  it  be  admittted  that '  a  State  Legislature  *  has  a  right 
to  discriminate,'  &;c.  &;c.  as  in  the  case  above  supposed,  surely 
the  same  disastrous  results  aod  absurd  conclusions  must  follow. 
No  matter  by  what  body  this  right  shall  be  exercised :  the  con- 
sequences would  be  equally  fatal  to  all  political  and  religious 
freedom. 

Surely,  Mr.  Calhoun  will  not  claim  more  power  for  the  Leg- 
islature of  South  Carolina,  than  he  is  willing  to  concede  to  the 
Legislature  of  Massachusetts ;  nor  will  he  deny,  that  the  peo- 
ple of  New-England  place  as  high  an  estimate  upon  liberty,  as 
the  people  of  the  South  do  upon  slavery.  Doctrines  which  are 
subversive  of  human  rights  are  as  repugnant  to  the  former,  as 
are  the  doctrines  which  conflict  with  the  divine  right  of  slave- 
holding  to  the  latter.  Now,  in  order  to  give  perpetuity  to 
southern  slavery,  Mr.  Calhoun  boldly  affirms,  that  an  act  of 
the  Legislature  of  South  Carolina,  prohibiting  the  printing  or 
circulating  of  anti-slavery  views  or  sentiments*  within  the  limits 
of  that  State,  is  binding  upon  every  other  State :  hence  the  call 
of  certain  slaveholding  States,  during  the  past  year,  upon  the 
Legislatures  of  the  free  States,  to  suppress  by  penal  enactments, 
anti-slavery  publications  and  meetings.  It  follows,  therefore, 
that  if  the  Legislature  of  Massachusetts  should  make  a  law, 
prohibiting  the  printing  or  circulating  of  any  pro-slavery  views 
or  sentiments   within  its  territory,  and   thereby  excluding  all 

*  Such  as  the  following,  for  example: — *  God  commands,  and  all  nature  cries  cot, 
that  man  should  not  be  held  as  property.  The  system  of  making  men  property  has 
plunged  2,250,000  of  our  fellow-countrymen  into  the  deepest  physical  and  moral  d^- 
radation,  and  they  are  every  moment  sinking  deeper.'— For  this  expression,  R.  G. 
Williams  of  New-York,  puDlislier  of  the  Emancipator,  has  been  indicted  by  a  Grand 
Jury  in  Alabama,  as  *  being  a  wicked,  malicious,  seditious  and  ill-disposed  person,* 
and  on  the  strength  of  which  indictment  Gov.  Grayle  has  demanded  Mr.  Williams  of 
Gov.  Marcy !  ! 
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soutberu  newspapers  from  tbe  State, — it  would  be  equally  bind- 
ing upon  all  tbe  slaveholding  States  ;  for,  '  if  the  rigbt  to  pro- 
tect her  internal  peace  and  security  belongs  to  a  State,  the  Gen- 
eral Government  is  bound  to  respect  the  measures  adopted  by 
her  for  that  purpose,  and  to  co-operate  in  their  execution  * !  * 

But  would  Mr.  Calhoun,  or  Mr.  McDuffie,  or  the  State 
of  South  Carolina,  submit  to  such  a  law  ?  Would  they  class  it 
among  the  *  reserved  rights  '  of  the  old  Bay  State  ? — So,  too, 
with  regard  to  any  other  subject,  upon  which  there  may  happen 
to  be  conflicting  views  and  interests  between  the  several  States. 
If  its  discussion  be  prohibited  by  any  one  of  the  twenty-six 
States,  the  remaining  twenty-five  are  obligated  to  be  dumb  and 
submissive ! 

The  Report,  under  consideration,  bestows  the  following  pan- 
egyric upon  the  *  relation '  between  masters  and  slaves  : 

*  It  if  against  this  relation  between  the  two  races,  that  the  blind  and  criminal  zeal 
of  the  abolitionists  is  directed— n  relation  that  now  preserves  in  quiet  and  security, 
more  than  6,500,000  human  I)eing8'  (!  !) — *  Under  this  relation,  Uie  two  races  bare 
long  lived  in  peace  and  prosperity,  and,  if  not  disturbed,  would  long  continue  so  to 
live  '  (!  !)— '  It  may  be  safely  asserted,  that  there  is  no  example  iu  history,  in  which 
a  savage  people,  such  as  the  ancestors  of  the  slaves  were  when  brought  into  the  coun- 
try»  have  ever  advanced  m  tbe  same  period  so  rapidly  in  numbers  and  improvement  *(!!) 

The  *  relation '  which  is  producing  so  much  happiness,  safety, 
improvement,  peace,  prosperity,  fac.  &c.  is  the  relation  of  one 
man  as  a  beast,  to  another  man  as  his  absolute  owner  !  If  such 
really  be  its  beneficent  results,  it  will  certainly  bear  tbe  test  of 
a  most  rigid  scrutiny  ;  and  it  is  difficult  to  perceive,  why  the 
South  should  be  so  angry  when  we  propose  to  discuss  its  utility, 
or  why  she  should  require  us  to  preserve  unbroken  silence  ! — 
The  solution  of  this  delicate  enigma  is,  that  what  is  affirmed  of 
this  ^  relation  '  in  the  Report,  is  obviously  false,  in  every  partic- 
ular. The  slave  system  is  full  of  the  elements  of  self-destruc- 
tion :  it  is  a  moral  Vesuvius — within  are  raging  fires — ^without 

*  Ib  proof  of  which,  Mr.  Calhoun  gravely  adduces  the  act  of  Congress  of  February, 
1799,  respecting  quarantine  and  health  law8(!  !) — which,  among  other  things,  *  di- 
recu  the  collectors  and  all  otlier  revenue  officers,  the  masters  and  crews  of  revenue 
cutters,  and  the  military  officers  in  command  of  tbe  station,  to  co-operate  faithfully  in 
the  execution  of  the  quarantine  and  other  restrictions  which  the  health  laws  of  tb« 
State  may  establish,*    A  very  rare  analogy  ! 


Digitized  by 


Google 


32 

19  desolation,  the  awful  consequence  of  successive  volcanic  erup- 
tions, wherever  its  lava  tide  has  flowed.     And   *the  end  is 
not  yet/ 
Again : 

*  The  blindness  of  fanaticism  is  prorerbial.  With  more  zeal  than  underataoding, 
it  constantly  miisconccivcs  the  natui*e  of  the  object  at  which  it  aims,  and  toward  which 
it  rushes  uiih  headlong  violence,  regardless  of  the  means  by  which  it  is  effected. — 
Never  whs  its  character  more  fully  exempli6ed  than  in  the  present  instance.  Setting 
out  with  the  abstract  principle  that  slavery  is  an  evil,  the  fiinaiical  zealots  come  at 
once  to  the  conclusion  that  it  is  their  duty  to  abolish  it,  regardless  of  the  disasters 
which  must  fullow.     Never  was  conclusion  more  false  or  dangerous.' 

Behold  the  folly  and  insanity  of  the  abolitionists  !  If  this 
be  an  accurate  delineation  of  their  character,  it  is  a  poor  com- 
pliraent  which  Mr.  Calhoun  pays  to  the  intelligence,  patriotism 
and  piety  of  the  North,  to  argue  that,  unless  they  are  put  down 
BY  FORCE,  the  abolitionists  can  never  be  vanquished  by  reason, 
but  will  assuredly  enlist  the  people  on  their  side  !  Fanaticism 
is  quickly  consumed  by  its  own  fire:  its  'blindness '  ensures  its 
spoedy  self-destruction.  It  was  one  of  the  best  and  most  pop- 
ular sentiments  ever  uttered  by  Mr.  Jefferson,  that  ^  error  of 
opinion  may  be  safely  tolerated,  where  reason  is  left  free  to 
<:ombat  it.'  *  The  fanatical  zealots  '  stigmatized  by  Mr.  Cal- 
houn, do  not  merely  call  slavery  an  '  evil,'  but  they  brand  it  as 
a  sin — A  SYSTEM  OF  1NIQ.UITIES— onc  vast  aggregation  of  heav- 
en-daring impieties  ;  and  they  therefore  know  that  its  immediate 
abandonment  is  a  duty,  which  wisely  and  unerringly  regards  all 
imaginable  consequences,  all  real  interests,  whether  near  or  re- 
mote, whether  appertaining  to  the  few  or  the  many,  to  the  pres- 
ent or  the  future,  to  time  or  to  eternity  !  But  they  have  never 
been  guilty  of  the  folly  ascribed  to  them  in  the  Report, — of 
asserting  that  it  is  'their  duty'  to  abolish  slavery  in  the  southern 
States :  that  '  duty  '  must  be  performed  by  the  slaveholders 
themselves. 

It  is  a  relief  to  know  wherein  the  essential  wickedness  of  the 
abolitionists  consists.  According  to  Mr.  Calhoun,  it  is  found 
alike  in  the  end  aimed  at  by  them,  and  in  the  means  used  to  ef- 
fect that  end. 
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tbe  meant  by  which  it  n  proposed  to  be  tecoMpliihed.  Tbeee  oowiai  in  orgMiM^ 
•ocietief  end  e  powerful  preM,  directed  mainly  with  a  Tiew  to  excite  tbe  bittereet  an* 
imusity  and  hatred  of  tbe  people  of  the  nuu-thiveholding  States  against  tbe  citizeot 
and  iastitutioos  of  tbe  sbivehulding  States.  It  is  easy  to  see  to  what  disastreoii  re* 
suits  such  means  must  tend.' — *  Tbe  iucesrant  action  of  hnodreds  of  societies,  and  a 
▼ant  printing  establiitbroeut,  throwing  out,  daily,  thousands  of  artful  and  inflammatory 
publications,  rotist  make  in  time  a  deep  impression  on  the  section  of  tbe  Union  where 
they  freely  circulate,  and  are  mainly  designed  to  hare  efect.  The  well-iiiiormed  and 
thoughtful  hold  them  in  contempt,  hiK  the  young,  tlie  iuexperieoced,  tlie  ignoranCtaod 
thoughtless,  will  receive  the  poison.' 

Upon  ibe  above  extract  we  remark — 

1.  Tbey  who  oppose  tbe  abolitionists,  but  argue  in  favor  of 
the  ultimate  abolition  of  slavery  as  a  most  desirable  *  end/ — as 
if  such  a  view  of  the  question  would  be  perfectly  agreeable  to 
the  holders  of  slaves, — are  thus  admonished  by  Mr.  CalhouNi 
chat  such  an  abolition,  at  any  period  however  remote,  or  under 
any  circumstances  however  favorable,  would  be  '  wicked '  and 
*  cruel.'* 

3.  Tbe  organization  of  societies  and  the  establishment  of  <  a 
powerful  press,*  are  not  proofs  of  *  the  criminality  of  the  means ' 
adopted  by  the  abolitionists  ;  for  they  are  invariably  resorted  to 
by  the  friends  of  every  benevolent,  just  and  holy  enterprise,  as 
essential  toils  success.  Wiibout  organized  action^and  without 
a  press,  what  progress  could  be  made  in  the  cause  of  Temper« 
ance,  of  Peace,  or  of  Religion?  What  could  the  Bible,  or 
Missionary,  or  Education  Societies  do  without  them  ? 

3.  If  the  abolition  press  throws  out,  daily,  *  thousands  of  art* 
ful  aod  inflammatory  publications,'  Ibis  may  be  a  sound  reason 
why  tbe  anti-abolition  press  should  throw  out,  daily,  tens  of 
thousands  of  publications  of  an  opposite  tendency — but  it  can- 
not justify  the  plundering  of  the  public  mail,  nor  the  destruc- 
fioD  of  the  great  palladium  of  human   rights.     If  infidelity  be 

*  The  fcingoHge  of  Got.  McDuffie  is  yet  more  emphatic  than  Mr.  Calboon's :— '  No 
patriot  who  justly  estimates  our  privileges,  will  tolerate  the  idea  of  emancipation,  at 
any  period  liowever  remtite,  or  on  any  conditions  of  pecuniary  advantage  however  favor- 
am.  I  would  as  soon  think  of  opening  a  neg  ciation  for  selling  the  liberty  of  the 
State  at  once,  as  for  making  any  stipulations  for  tbe  uUhuUe  emancipation  of  oor 
•JAve*.'— The  Charleston  Courier  says :— *  We  protest  against  the  assumption,  tbe 
anwarrantable  assumption,  that  slavery  is  uttimaiety  to  be  extirpated  from  tbe  sooth- 
trn  Httam.  UUimate  abeUtioBists  are  eaenies  of  tbe  sooth,  the  same  in  kiod,  anA 
omIj  leea  la  degree,  thai  immtdiaii  abolitionists.' 
O 
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zealous  and  daring  in  tbo  dissemination  of  its  poisonous  senti- 
ments, shame  upon  Christianity  if  it  be  not  as  active  in  its  own 
cause — shame  upon  it  if  it  demand  that  infidelity  shall  be  gagged, 
fettered,  and  crushed  by  force,  instead  of  meeting  it  with  those 
spiritual  weapons  which  are  mighty,  through  God,  to  the  pulling 
down  of  strong  holds ! 

4.  The  assertion,  that  <  the  well-informed  and  thoughtful  * 
bold  the  anti-slavery  publications  ^  in  contempt,'  if  true,  would 
voluntarily  place  Mr.  Calhoun  and  his  associates  in  the  ranks 
of  *  the  inexperienced,  the  ignorant  and  thoughtless  ' — for  they 
regard  these  publications  with  far  different  feelings  :  they  can- 
not despise  that  which  excites  so  much  consternation  among 
themselves.  If  the  assertion  be  true,  then  it  is  an  insult  to  that 
enlightened  and  virtuous  class  even  to  hint,  that  there  is  danger 
of  their  being  misled  by  those  who  have  '  more  zeal  than  under- 
standing,' who  are  smitten  with  <  the  blindness  of  fanaticism,' 
and  who  are  '  fanatical  zealots.'  If  the  assertion  be  true,  then 
all  the  mobs,  riots  and  lynchings  in  the  land,  with  reference  to 
slavery,  have  boen  perpetrated  by  *  the  well-informed  and 
thoughtful,'  and  their  unresisting  victims  have  been  *  the  inex- 
perienced, the  ignorant,  and  the  thoughtless '  ! — But  it  is  calum- 
nious, and  Mr.  Calhoun  knows  it  it  to  be  so.  If  he  really  be- 
lieved all  that  he  says  in  favor  of  slavery,  that  it  is  as  beneficent 
a  system  as  exists  under  heaven, — and  all  that  he  says  against 
the  abolitionists,  that  they  are  ignorant,  unprincipled,  insane 
men, — would  he  tremble  lest  they  should  win  over  to  their 
side  the  ^  wise  and  prudent,'  the  pious  and  philanthropic  ? — 
Would  he  confess,  that  the  delusion  of  a  despised  band  would 
prove  too  powerful  for  the  reason  of  the  nation,  unless  they 
were  put  down  by  the  strong  arm  of  law  f  Or  would  he  wax 
hot,  and  be  thrown  into  a  paroxysm  of  fury,  the  moment  any 
individual  should  begin  to  investigate  that  system  which  he  says 
is  producing  so  much  happiness  and  prosperity  ?  His  terror — 
his  anger  —his  dread  of  examination — his  opposition  to  free;  dis- 
cussion— ^his  call  for  judicial  pains  and  penalties  to  be  inflict- 
ed upon  the  persons  of  abolitionists  on  account  of  their  opiniam 
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«-*-his  williDgness  to  shackle  the  press — his  recommendation  to 
make  the  robbery  of  the  mail  of  any  and  every  document, 
whether  printed  or  oral,  which  merely  '  touches '  the  subject  of 
slavery,  a  lawful  and  obligatory  act — all  these  evince  a  state  of 
mind  ill  at  ease,  a  conscience  trciubled  with  its  own  fearful  mo- 
nitions,  an  understanding  filled  with  guilty  confusion.  How  is 
the  declaration  of  the  Almighty  confirmed  to  the  letter  ! — *  For 
it  is  written,  I  will  destroy  the  wisdom  of  the  wise,  and  will 
bring  to  nothing  the  understanding  of  the  prudent.  Where  is 
the  wise  ?  where  is  the  disputer  of  this  world  ?  Hath  not  God 
made  foolish  the  wisdom  of  this  world  ? ' 

Mr.  Calhoun,  in  the  extremity  of  his  argument,  holds  up 
the  lex  talionis  over  the  heads  of  our  northern  citizens,  in  ter* 
rorem.     He  says,  by  way  of  solemn  admonition  : 

'The  loberaad  eoasiderate  portion  of  citixenf  of  noii-tlaveholding States,  wtioluiv« 
«  deep  stake  io  the  existing  institutions  of  the  conniry,  would  bave  littie  ferecast  not 
to  see  that  the  assaults  which  are  now  directed  Rgain»ttbe  institutions  of  t)ie  southern 
States,  may  be  very  easily  directed  against  those  which  uphold  their  own  property  and 
security '(!!) 

The  effect  of  this  warning  must  be  to  relax  the  muscles  and 
disturb  the  gravity  of  our  *  sober  and  considerate  citizens  * — 
nothing  more.  Does  the  Senator  from  South  (*arolina  credit 
his  own  ridiculous  assertion,  that  the  same  assaults  which  the 
abolitionists  are  making  upon  the  slave  system,  may  be  directed 
against  our  northern  freb  labor  system  ?  If  this  could  be 
done,  what  is  there  in  the  temper  or  disposition  of  the  South 
toward  the  North,  to  make  her  forbear  retaliating  in  the  manner 
threatened  ?  Why  has  she  descended  to  the  vile  and  hopeless 
task  of  scourging,  imprisoning  or  putting  to  death,  without  a 
trial,  such  abolitionists  as  have  been  identified  upon  her  soil, 
when  she  holds  such  a  potent  weapon  in  her  bands  against  the 
North,  and  can  at  any  moment  throw  confusion  among  us  by 
assailing  our  own  institutions  ?  Is  it  not  strange,  that,  among 
the  numerous  expedients  devised  by  southern  taskmasters  to 
counteract  the  efforts  of  the  abolitionists,  they  have  not  in  a 
single  instance  attempted  to  prove, — by  appealing  to  the  Dee^ 
laration  of  Independence  and  the  Bible,  by  reasoning  from  anit^ 
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ogy,  by  bUtorieiil  facts  and  arguiaenCs,  by  sortbeiD  aJmissious 
aed  concessions,  by  ^  the  relation'  of  men  and  things  establish- 
ed in  nature, — that  a  New-England  farmer  has  no  moral  rig^ht 
to  hold  his  farm  or  his  cattle  as  bis  property ;  that  a  New-Eng- 
land mechanic  has  no  right  to  receive  wages  and  obtam  knowl- 
edge ;  ihat  a  New-England  merchant  commits  an  aggravated  sib 
ftgtinst  God  in  buying  and  selling  goods  ;  that  it  is  a  violation  of 
the  seventh  commandment  for  us  to  tolerate  the  marriage  insti- 
tution among  our  poor  and  ignorant  population ;  that  we  are 
bringing  upon  this  nation  the  reproach  an*!  derision  of  the  world, 
and  rendering  it  deserving  of  the  judgments  of  heaven,  by  pos- 
aessing  bouses  and  lands,  rail-roads  and  manufactories,  carriages 
and  horses,  ships  and  steamboats,  S^.  fee;  that  we  are  outrag- 
ing human  rights  in  making,  by  law,  no  distinction  between  the 
ridvand  poor,  the  high  and  low,  the  strong  and  feeble  ;  that  we 
deserve  to  be  execrated,  in  that  we  do  not  *  sell  the  righteous  for 
silver,  and  the  poor  for  a  pair  of  shoes,'  but  let  every  one  pos- 
sess his  own  body,  mind  and  intellect,  for  his  own  bene6t !  !-<- 
Such  warnings  and  remonstrances  have  never  circulated  north 
of  the  Potomac,  nor  fallen  from  the  lips  of  any  slaveholder  south 
of  Mason  h  Dixon's  line :  and  if  they  should  be  addressed  to 
tiB  by  our  southern  brethren,  we  pledge  ourselves  to  reeetve 
tbem  IB  good  humor — not  to  get  angry — not  to  threaten  to  dis- 
folve  the  Union — not  to  lynch  any  of  the  remonstrants  who  Q)ay 
happen  to  sojoitm  with  us— not  to  rob  the  U.  S.  mail— not  to 
offer  any  rewards  for  the  persons  of  soi*tbern  planters — not  to 
organize  any  vigilance  committees — not  to  call  upon  the  brute 
force  of  the  nation  to  stand  by  usr— not  to  stop  otnr  ears,  and 
fefiise  to  bear  argument  *<r**not  to  out  out  the  tongues  of  tbooe 
wbo  4e  not  aigfee  with  us  f — oot  to  demand  that  the  South  shall 

*  *  Upon  thk  tumact  w«  €«■  h«tr  «o  argaiMnt.  Oar  oninioos  tre  onf  Itrrably  fixed 
•x-oor  aetermi nations  are  immatably  firm  and  ■vadftu't.  It  is  a  subject  with  v/hich 
W  cfmpH  mfhr  %  stranger  to  intemuKkHe.'-^&ov.  iMm^n*$  mp$9tigt,  O^^rgia. 

^*  The  questiop  of  «laff  ry  is  not, and  shajl^not  be,  open  to  discussion.    Tbe  sjvteoi 

>mentan^ 

I  ton^oei 


▼'  I  ne  qoesiiqp  oi  ««?? ry  is  nof ,ana  snnii  not  oe,  open  to  aiscussion.  i  oe  sjwam 
Ss  aeep-rooted,  and  mnst  remain  forever.  The  rery  moment  any  individual  attempts 
«» Isetora  OS  upoii  ito  ^fUt  and  inmorMiit^t  end  the  nspwaiy  of  pnttiiv  meais  w  op- 
fration  to  secare  us  from  them,  in  tbf  saipe  moment  his  tongoe  sbftli  be  one  jCQC  em 


Mst  upon  mm  ilenibai/— OolumMi  «.  C.  tilf^opt. 
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{o  to  banging  a  few  thousands  of  our  opponents,  at  the  peril  of 
losing  our  trade  !  t  * 

Mr.  Calhoun  speaks  of  '  the  impossibility  of  abolishing  the 
relation  between  master  and  slvve  without  disasters  unexam- 
pled in  the  history  of  the  world'!  And  to  show  with  what 
tenacity  the  slaveholding  States  cling  to  their  oppression,  he  de- 
clares that 

*  Every  coniideration— interest,  duty,  and  humanity-^ihe  love  of  country,  the  sense 
ef  wrong,  HATRED  OP  OPPRESSORS,  and  treacberoua  and  fiiitbleM  confeder- 
atei  and,  finally,  despHir,  woald  inpel  tbem  to  the  most  daring  and  desperate  resisl- 
Aoce  io  defence  of  property,  family,  country,  LIBERTY,  and  exieteooe '  I  ! 

Such  is  the  anxiety  of  the  South  to  get  rid  of  the  ^  evil '  of 
slavery  !*«-Nothing  can  be  more  closely  allied  to  mental  and 
moral  insanity,  than  the  language  of  Mr.  Calhouk,  which  af- 
firms that  *  duty — humanity — love  of  country ^  and  hatred  of 
OPPRESSORS,'  alike  demand  the  perpetuation  of  a  ^  relation ' 
wresting  from  more  than  one-third  of  the  southern  population 
«ll  their  rights^  and  reducing  them  to  a  level  with  the  brute 
creation  !-*-and  which  styles  resistance  to  emancipation  a  ^  de- 
fence of  property  J  family,  country,  li9brtt,  and  existence' !  ! 
Such  a  statesman  ought  to  be  held  in  execration,!  (a  slaveholder 
being  witness,)  and  sent  to  Bedlam  rather  than  to  the  Senate  of 
thQ  United  States.  Besides  the  atrocity  of  these  sentiments  of 
the  Report,  there  is  something  extremely  ridiculous  in  the  inti- 
mation, that  ^despair'  will  impel  the  slaveholders  ^  to  the  most 
daring  and  desperate  resistance '  to  the  arguments,  entreaties 
and  rebukes  of  the  abolitionists  1 

One  other  extract,  and  we  have  done  :  and  this  intimately 
concerns  the  workingmen,  mechanics  and  farmers  of  New- 
England  : 

•  <  The  people  of  ilie  Nerth  mint  go  Co  Imiifmg  theea  fanatieal  wretehet » if  ihw 
woald  not  lone  the  benBt  of  sontliern  trade-Htnu  they  will  do  it.  They  know  too  weU 
on  which  side  their  bread  ia  iMittered  ever  to  give  uu  theM  ndvantngea,  so  lung  m  the 
hanging  ef  a  few  thounndt  will  prevent  ii.^—Riekmand  Whig, 

f  <  With  what  ntcrt^tiam  thooM  theittaiesman  he  kmded.  who.  permitting  om  half 
4km  cjtiaaa*  to  trample  on  the  righu  of  the  ethen,  tmneforma  those  into  detpotf,  and 
Uiaee  into  enemies,  dMtroying  t£»  memki  of  lh«  eno  par«,  and  th*  vmux  pntrki  ef  the 
otiier !  *— 7AMMM  /^<ir«Mi. 
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*  It  would  be  well  for  those  interetted  to  reflect,  whelber  there  now  exieti,  or  ever 
haa  existed,  a  wealthy  and  civilized  community,  in  which  one  portion  did  not  live  on 
the  labor  of  another;  and  whether  the  form  in  which  slavery  exists  in  the  South  is 
not  but  one  modification  of  this  universal  condition.  . .  Let  those  who  are  inlerested 
remember  that  lalior  is  the  only  source  of  wealth,  and  how  small  a  purtion  of  it,  in 
airold  and  civilized  countries,  even  the  best  governed,  is  left  to  those  by  whose  labor 
wealth  is  created.  Let  them  also  reflect  how  little  volition  or  agency  the  operatives 
in  any  country  have  in  the  question  of  its  distribution— as  liule,  with  a  few  except 
tions,  as  the  African  of  the  slaveholding  States  has  in  the  distribution  of  the  proceeds 
of  his  labor.' 

The  morality  of  this  argument  is,  that,  because  the  laboring 
classes  in  the  old  despotic  countries  of  Europe  have  long  been 
deprived  of  just  remuneration  for  their  labor,  therefore  it  is 
right  for  Americs^n  republicans  and  christians,  who  hold  to 
the  '  self 'evident'  truth  that  all  men  are  created  equal,  to  plun- 
der and  keep  in  chains  as  many  of  their  countrymen  as  possible ! 
This,  however,  is  merely  a  repetition  of  the  bold  avowal  of 
George  McDuffie,  that  *  slavery  supersedes  the  necessity  of 
an  order  of  nobility ,  and  all  the  other  appendages  of  a  hered- 
itary system  of  government ' — or,  in  other  words,  if  the  slave- 
holders were  not  enabled  to  prey  upon  their  colored  victims,  so 
strongly  bent  are  they  upon  robbery  and  oppression,  they  would 
endeavor  to  establish  a  government  like  that  of  Austria  or  Rus- 
sia, and  subject  the  working  classes  to  the  yoke  of  servitude, 
without  regard  to  the  complexion  of  the  skin  !  Nay,  it  is  proph- 
esied by  southern  statesmen,  that,  within  twenty-five  years,  the 
North  will  be  necessitated  to  enslave  its  free  laboring  popu- 
lation, or  be  destroyed  by  anarchy  !  And  this  is  American 
republicanism  ! 

A   NEW    SLAVE  STATE. 

At  the  last  session  of  Congress,  a  Bill  for  the  admission  of 
Arkansas  into  the  Union  was  adopted  by  both  houses  with  very- 
slight  opposition,*  notwithstanding  the  following  article  in  its 

*  The  question  on  the  passage  of  the  Bill  stood  as  follows  : — 
YEAS---Messrs.  Benton,  Brown,  Buchanan,  Calhoun,  Cothbert,  Ewing  (of  Illinois,) 

Ewinjr  (of  Ohio,]  Grundy,  Hendricks.  Hill,  Hubbard,  King  (of  Alabamm.)  King  (of 
Cieorsim,)  Linn,  McKean,  Mangom,  Morris,  Nicholas,  Nileti,  Preston.  Rives,  Robta- 
son.  Roffgles,  Sbeplev,  TallnNuTge,  Tipton,  Walker,  White,  Wright— 29. 

NAYS—Messrs.  Clay,  Knight,  Porter,  Prentiss,  Bobbins,  Swift— 4. 

In  the  House  of  Representatives,  the  Tote  stood— Yeas  143;  Nays  60. 
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ConstitutioQ,  which  expressly  prohibits  the  abolition  of  slavery 
in  that  State  by  the  Genera!  Assembly  : — 

'  The  GeRenil  Aiteiiibly  fhall  have  do  power  to  pau  lawf  for  the  emancipatioo  ot 
•laves,  without  thi  content  of  the  owners.  They  shall  have  no  power  to  prevent 
emigrants  to  this  State  from  bringing  with  them  such  persons  as  are  deemed  slaves 
by  the  laws  of  any  one  of  the  United  States.  They  shall  have  power  to  pass  laws 
to  permit  the  owners  of  shivcs  to  emancipate  them,  saving  the  right  of  creditors,  and 
preventing  them  from  becoming  «  public  charge.  They  shall  have  power  to  prevent 
slaves  from  being  bronght  to  this  State  as  merchandize,*  and  also  to  oblige  the  owners 
of  slaves  to  treat  them  with  humanity.'  f 

Mr.  Benton  exultingly  alluded  to  the  fact^  that  the  applica- 
tion from  Arkansas  for  admission  had  been  put  into  the  hands 
of  a  Senator  from  a  nort'slaveholding  State,  while  that  from 
Michigan  came  through  a  Senator  from  a  slaveholding  State. 
*  He  considered  this  as  an  illustration  of  the  decay  of  the  spirit 
of  abolitionism  '  / — Mr.  Buchanan  and  Mr.  Morris  contend- 
ed that  Arkansas  had  a  right  to  prohibit  or  jnrpetuate  slavery  at 
her  pleasure  ! — Mr.  Ewing,  of  Ohio^  thought  the  Bill  less  ob- 
jectionable than  that  for  the  admission  of  Michigan  ! — It  was 
opposed  by  the  Senators  from  Vermont,  (Messrs.  Swipt  and 
Prentiss,)  but  Messrs.  Webster  and  Davis  seemed  to  have 
studiously  shunned  the  question.  The  only  remonstrances 
that  were  sent  to  Congress,  in  opposition  to  this  measure,  ema- 
nated from  the  calumniated  abolitionists  and  the  Society  of 
Friends.  When  it  was  proposed  to  admit  Missouri  as  a  slave- 
holding  State,  feelings  of  indignation  and  horror  seemed  to  per- 
vade the  breasts  of  all  classes  of  society  throughout  the  non- 
slaveholding  States.  The  pulpit  gave  its  solemn  protest — the 
press  lifted  up  its  voice  of  thunder — the  public  halls  resounded 
with  eloquent  harangues  in  opposition — and  memorials,  depre- 
cating the  extension  of  slavery,  poured  into  Congress  from  ev- 
ery quarter  of  the  Union,  except  the  South.     ^  Agitation '  was 

•  *  They  shiill  have  power  '—hut  if  ever  that  power  shall  be  exercised,  it  will  enly 
be  when  Arkansas  is  glutted  with  slavery,  and,  like  Virginia,  needs  rather  to  export 
than  iropori  human  beinffs  as  merchanJixe.  Any  prohibitory  law,  moreover,  might 
easily  be  evaded  under  that  clause  in  the  Coostitutton,  which  says  that  no  power  shall 
be  given  to  hinder  emigrants  from  bringing  slaves  into  the  States. 

t '  To  treat  them  with  humanity  ,*  by  .refusing  to  receive  their  testimony  against  white 
persons,  and  making  them  the  property  of  «  feUow-wonn  of  the  dust ! 


Digitized  by 


Google 


40 

the  order  of  the  day.  A  large  meeting  of  the  citizeoe  of  Bot^ 
ton  was  holden  in  the  State  House,  and  several  of  the  most  dit^ 
tinguished  citizens,  with  Daniel  W£bster  at  thtir  head^  were 
appointed  a  Committee  to  remonstrate  against  such  a  black  ad-' 
diiiun  to  the  Federal  Republic.  Even  Harrison  Gray  Otis, 
then  Senator  in  Congress  from  Massachusetts,  made  long  and 
eloquent  speeches,  in  the  name  of  bleeding  humanity,  in  which 
be  conteuded  that  slavery  was  morally  wrong  and  a  curse,  and 
therefore  that  its  extension  by  Congress  ought  not  to  be  granted^ 
Those  members  from  New*England,  who  voted  in  favor  of  ad- 
mitting Missouri,  were  visited  with  political  retribution  by  their 
indignant  constituents,  and  were  compelled  to  retire  to  private 
Fife,  covered  with  reproach  and  shame ! — But  how  have  the 
consciences  of  the  people  been  seared  since  J819— and  how 
withering  have  been  the  influences  of  slavery  by  its  extension 
in  that  particular  instance !  Though  the  Constitution  of  Arkan- 
sas expressly  provides  for  the  perpetuity  of  slavery,  as  long  af 
a  single  tyrant  shall  desire  to  sway  the  rod  of  oppression,  yet  it5 
application  for  admission  into  the  Union  excited  no  general  un- 
easiness— called  forth  no  Expressions  of  alarm — ^no  public  meet- 
ings were  held,  except  by  certain  *  madmen  '  and  *  fanatics  ' — 
and  Daniel  Webster,  filling  the  post  that  was  occupied  by 
H.  G.  Otis  in  1819,  never  once  opened  his  lips  by  way  of  re- 
monstrance, but  suffered  the  horrid  act  to  be  done  without  lift- 
ing up  his  voice  or  recording  his  vote  against  it  in  the  Senate 
of  the  United  States  !  Not  one  of  the  many  of  northern 
members  who  voted  in  favor  of  admission,  has  been  forsaken  or 
even  rebuked  by  his  constituents  ! — Even  the  memorials  that 
were  sent  to  the  House  of  Representatives,  praying  for  an 
amendment  to  the  Constitution  of  Arkansas,  to  exclude  slavery 
from  its  soil,  were  not  only  denied  a  reading,  but  their  reception 
was  objected  to  !  And  the  Speaker  of  the  House  decided — 
arbitrary  and  absurd  as  the  decision  may  appear — that  they  came 
within  the  resolution,  referring  all  papers  on  the  subject  of  abo- 
lition in  the  Duirict  of  Columbia^  to  the  select  committee  on 
that  subject ! 
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The  manner  in  wbfch  the  question  of  admission  was  treated 
in  the  House  of  Representatives,  adds  deeply  to  the  infamy  of 
the  acft,  and  fcrnishes  a  precedent  which  ought  to  fill  the  entire 
North  with  alarm,  as  fraught  with  consequences  most  fatal  to 
northern  liberty.  We  have  stated  that  the  remonstrances,  which 
were  sent  to  the  House,  were  referred  to  the  Committee  oo  the 
District  of  Columbia,  without  being  read.  Not  satisfied  with 
thus  virtually  denying  the.  right  of  petition  in  this  instance,  as 
well  as  in  relation  to  slavery  in  the  national  District,  a  gag  was 
put  inta  the  mouths  of  northern  members^  not  one  of  whom  was 
sufiTered  to  open  his  lips  in  opposition  to  the  Bill.  In  vain  did 
the  vigilant,  clear-sighted,  and  venerable  Adams  attempt  to  gffia 
a  hearing :  his  voice  was  stifled  by  the  clamors  of  an  inflexible 
majority.  Free  discussion  of  the  subject  cff  slavery  is  not  toler- 
ated in  ekher  of  the  two  houses  of  Congress  1 

The  time  at  which  the  vote  was  taken  upon  the  question  of 
admission,  is  not  less  remarkable.  It  was  at  the  heel  of  the 
session — at  midnight — when,  as  Mr.  Wise  of  Virginia  declared, 
the  members  were  either  '  tired,  sleepy,  or  drunk  * !  Many 
were  brought  from  their  beds  by  interested  runners.  Well  might 
they  choose  midnight,  in  which  to  perpetrate  such  a  deed  of 
darkness  \ 

The  guilt  of  this  transaction  belongs  emphatically  to  the  free 
States.  Their  representatives  might  have  prevented  it  by  a 
majority  of  more  than  forty  votes,  but — with  some  honorable 
exceptions — they  basely  went  with  the  South.  If,  therefore, 
up  to  this  period,  the  nation,  as  such,  had  not  been  implicated 
in  the  sin  of  slavery,  this  vote,  extending  the  dominion  of  the 
curse,  covers  the  whole  land  with  blood-guiltiness.  Truly,  '  a 
wonderful  and  horrible  thing  is  committed  in  the  land.'  '  Shall 
I  not  visit  for  these  things,  saith  the  Lord  ?  Shall  not  my  soul 
be  avenged  on  such  a  nation  as  this  ?  ^ 

If  the  limits  of  this  Report  would  permit,^  we  might  dilate 

upon  the  atrocious  wickedness   evinced   in   admitting  another 

slaveholding  State  into  the  Union.     By   this   admission,   the 

emancipation  of  two  millions  and  a  half  of  our  countrymen  from 
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their  chains  is  rendered  more  hopeless.  By  it,  the  whole  slave- 
system  is  invigorated,  because  it  opens  an  immense  territory, 
new  and  fertile,  to  the  traffickers  in  human  flesh,  and  of  course 
greatly  enhances  the  market  value  of '  slaves  and  souls  of  men.'* 
By  it,  a  dangerous  augmentation  of  political  power  has  been  put 
into  the  hands  of  a  slaveholding  aristocracy  more  iropeirious  and 
rapacious  than  all  the  aristocracies  of  the  old  world  en  masse. 
By  it,  freedom  of  speech  and  of  the  press,  the  rights  of  con- 
science, personal  protection,  the  privilege  of  locomotion,  the 
unobstructed  and  impartial  circulation  of  the  Bible,  true  gospel 
fidehty  in  preaching,  and  thebenefitsof  education  for  all  classes, 
are  absolutely  impaired,  if  not  eflfectually  taken  away.  By  it, 
cnielty  of  the  extreraest  kind, — robbery  of  the  meanest  char- 
acter,— pollution  of  the  direst  turpitude, — the  promiscuous  in- 
tercourse of  the  s^xes  by  the  abrogation  of  the  marriage  cove- 
nant,— the  sale  of  mothers  and  infants,  of  husbands  and  wives, 
of  the  lowly  disciples  of  Jesus  Christ, — the  demolition  of  mind, 
and  the  ruin  of  souls, — are  made  legal  and  honorable. 

TEXAS. 

For  the' last  ten  years,  the  slaveholders  of  the  South  have 
been  looking  to  the  acquisition  of  Texas  to  the  Union,  with  a 
burning  thirst  of  avarice  which  nothing  but  human  blood  can 
allay,  and  a  cannibal  appetite  for  human  flesh  which  nothing  but 
Hecatombs  of  sable  victims  can  satisfy.  Whether  it  should  be 
obtained  by  purchase,  revolution,  or  conquest,  has  been  a  mat- 
ter of  indiflTerence  to  them — to  get  it  is  all  that  they  have 
wanted.  The  value  of  such  a  prize  to  the  South,  (aside  from 
political  considerations,)  may  be  inferred  from  the  ibllowing  brief 

♦  The  Cincinnati  Philaothropigt,  (edited  by  Mr.  Birnet^)  of  Jan.  17th,  1836, 
contains  the  following  stariling  purapraph  : 

«  Republicanism  and  Slavery.  A  gentleman  just  from  Arkansas  says,  that 
when  he  left  that  country,  ihere  were  supposed  to  be  in  it  at  least  two  thodsaod 
native  African  slaves  !— A  great  pro|>ortion  of  these  were  sent  into  Arkansas  by  the 
Texas  *  patrioW  who  weni  from  the  United  Slates,  to  secur^  them  against  the  lib- 
erating spirit  of  Santa  Annn  when  he  threatened  to  overrun  the  country.  The  others 
were  doubtless  imported  by  citizens  of  Arkansas,  or  smuggled  into  Louisiana  and 
thence  into  Arkansas,  by  those  who  have  incorporated  slavery  into  the  Constitution  of 
this  new  6ute.* 
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statement.  The  slave  population  of  this  country  now  anaounts 
to  2,500,000,  which  Mr.  Calhoun,  in  his  Report  to  the  Sen- 
ate, estimates  to  be  worth  '  equal  at  least  to  ^950,000,000  '* — 
averaging  ^380  per  head.  This  is  undoubtedly  a  low  estimate, 
as  their  market  value  is  at  present  exorbitantly  high,  able-bodied 
men  selling  readily  for  ^1000  each.  It  is  estimated  that  the 
acquisition  of  Texas  would  raise  their  price  fifty  per  cent,  at 
least — thus  it  would  at  once  be  a  gain  to  the  South  of  ^375,- 
000,000  !  t  The  act  of  the  government  of  Mexico  in  1829, 
proclaiming  liberty  throughout  all  the  land,  and  the  refusal  of 
that  country  to  part  with  Texas  as  a  matter  of  sale,  frustrated 
the  hopes  of  the  slave-speculators,  of  a  peaceful  acquisition. 
Many  of  them,  therefore,  boldly  emigrated  to  Texas,  carrying 
their  slaves  with  them,  and  evading  the  law  of  Mexico  by  in- 
denting them  as  apprentices  for  the  term  of  ninety-nine  years  ! 
Their  latent  design  was,  to  revolutionize  that  country  as  soon 
as  a  favorable  opportunity  should  present  itself.  That  oppor- 
tunity— favorable  beyond  their  most  sanguine  expectations — 
was  found  in  the  unnatural  conduct  of  the  North  toward  the 
abolitionists.  It  was  indeed  a  master-stroke  of  policy  on  the 
the  part  of  the  South,  to  inflame  the  mind  of  the  North  to  mad- 

*  This  immense  sum  shows  to  what  extent  the  slaves  of  the  South  are  robbed  by 
their  masters.  An  anecdote  respecting  Mr.  O'Connell  will  serve  to  ilhistrate  this  mat- 
ter : — At  a  great  anti-slaverv  meeting  in  Exeter  Hall,  London,  in  1838,  a  Mr.  Lig- 
gins,  a  person  connected  with  the  Wesl  India  interests,  contended  that  emaDcipatioii 
would  certainly  ruin  the  planters,  because  it  would  be  impossible  for  them  to  pay  the 
slaves  £160,000  a  week  for  their  labor,  as  that  sum  would  be  required  for  that  pur- 
pose; whereus  there  were  not  more  than  £20,000  in  all  the  colonies  ! — Mr.  O'Connell 
instantly  rose  and  said — *  He  (Mr.  Liggins)  had  announced  an  awful  fact,  that  the 
colonists  could  not  pay  wages  to  the  slaves — that  it  would  cost  them  £160,000  a  week. 
IVhat  wot  ihi$  but  robbing  the  staves  of  £160,000  a  ieeek  ? — robbing  them  of 
labor  wortli  that  sum  1  But  he  had  told  them  another  fact,  which  he  (Mr.  O^Connell,) 
vras  rejoiced  to  hear,  as  it  showed  tliat  it  was  inconsistent  with  tlie  providence  of 
God,  that  villany  should  prosper :  he  had  told  them  that  this  villany  was  of  the 
most  beggaring  description — for  though  the  villains  got  £160,000  a  week  for  nothing, 
yet  they  had  not  £20,000  in  money !  He  turned  to  the  West  Indian,  and  asked  him 
how  he  dared  to  rob  the  stave  of  £160,000,  when  instead  of  bene6t,  it  was  only  pro- 
ductive of  begg;iry  1  How  frightful  this  appeared  on  the  face  of  it !  This  £160,000 
ft  week,  made  £8,320,000  a  year  !  * — The  effect  of  this  reply  was  electrical.  Ac- 
cording to  this  calculation,  (as  there  are  three  times  as  many  slaves  in  this  country  as 
existed  in  the  British  colonies,)  the  southern  planters  are  plundering  their  shives  of 
$2,133,333  a  week,  or  $110,933,333  a  year  !    And  yet  they  demand  compensatioo  ! 

t  Mr.  Gholson,  of  the  Virginia  Assembly,  stated  in  1832,  that  the  price  of  itaTCi 
fell  twenty-five  per  eemt.  within  two  hours  after  the  news  of  the  aoo-importatioii  aet 
ol  Louisiana*  was  known  in  that  State. 
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HCSs  against  the  principles  and  measures  of  a  large  portion  of 
her  philanthropic  citizens,  and  to  frighten  her  into  subjec- 
tion by  threats  of  disunion,  and  thus  to  commit  her  on  the  side 
of  southern  interests,  step  by  step,  beyond  the  possibility  of 
Tetreat ;  so  that  she  should  be  unable,  or  at  least  unwilling  to 
interpose  a  barrier  to  the  annexation  of  Texas  to  the  American 
Union.  Let  it  not  be  forgotten,  that  the  invasion  of  Texas  was 
made  by  the  South  at  a  time  when  the  fires  of  persecution, 
kindled  to  consume  all  who  should  dare  to  doubt  or  deny  the  di- 
vine right  of  slavery^  were  blazing  all  over  the  nominally  free 
States  !  This  invasion  excited  tb^  liveliest  sympathy  through- 
out thje  country,  and  was  generally  applauded  by  the  newspaper 
prires.  It  was  impudently  compared  to  the  revolutionary  strug- 
gle of  1776;  and  eulogized  in  the  U.  S,  Sepate,  by  Mr.  Pbfston, 
as  '  a  struggle  for  rights  and  free  institutions ' !  Volunteers  from 
almost  every  section  of  the  Union,  but  chiefly  from  thje  skvehold- 
ing  States,  poured  into  Texas,  in  order  to  reinstate  slavery  upon 
its  soil.  Of  the  character  of  the  leaders  iq  this  black  crusade, 
tbe  Boston  Atlas  of  April  1 6th,  (a  paper  opposed  to  the  aboll- 
tipnists,)  speak$  in  the  following  emphatic  terms ; 

*  Wbo  are  t^e  leaders  in  tliif  *  heroic  struggle '  1  General  Houston,  once  Got- 
ernor  of  Tennessee,  but  since  that,  a  chief  of  the  Cherokees,  a  miserable  vagabond 
and  brawler,  lately  enacting  Lynch 's  law  at  Washington,  now  the  apostle  of  TexUn 
/reedom.  Robert  Potter,  once  a  member  of  Congress,  but  infamous  throughout  the 
Union  for  his  bloody  brutality  and  universal  scoundrelism — kitely  the  tenant  of  the 
jitate  prison ;  expelled  with  scorn  and  contempt  from  the  legislature  of  North  Caro- 
lina; now  '  a  great  character '  in  Texas.  Add^o  these,  all  the  murderers,  swindlers, 
and  horde-thieves,  who  have  fled  from  the  Southern  States  (or  tlie  last  tea  years*  and 
tbe  list  of  Texian  heroes  will  be  complete.  These  people  may  be,  in  the  opinion  of 
North  Americans,  fit  to  instruct  the  poqr  benighted  Mexicans  in  the  science  of  liberty 
and  good  government ;  -hut  tlie  only  discoveries  they  have  yet  ofiered  to  introduce 
among  thcm^  are  SLAVERY  and  LYNCHES  LAW--(-twogrand  republican  panaceas, 
of  which,  if  Mexicans  cannot  yet  apprehend  the  tublime  meriu,  tlie  extreme  dark- 
less of  their  ignorance  must  be  their  excuse.' 

The  following  paragraph,  from  the  Mobile  Advertiser,  con- 
tains a  frank  avowal  of  tho  object  of  the  South  in  attempting 
the  conquest  of  the  Tex,as  territory  : 

*  The  South  wish  to  have  Texas  admitted  into  the  Union  for  two  reasons  :  First,  to 
.aqnaliie  the  South  with  the  North,  and  secondly,  as  a  convenient  and  safe  place  cal- 
^colated  from  its  peculiar-ly  good  soil  and  salubrious  climate  for  a  slave  population.-^ 
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jDterest  aad  political  larety  both,  alike  prompt  the  action  and  enforce  the  argument. .. 
They  have  an  awful  foe  in  all  those  who  demand  the  emancipation  of  their 
elavee,  andwlio  call  upon  them  to  give  up  their  property  now  and  forever,* 

The  New- York  Sunday  News  gives  the  following  adJitional 
evidence : 

*  The  determination  so  generally  eicpre«sed  in  favor  of  the  incorporation  of  Texas 
into  the  Union,  is  based  upon  the  fact  that  the  measure  is  necessary,  tn  order  to 
ttrengthen  the  South  againet  the  maehinationt  of  the  Northern  abolitionieta, 
Jf  the  Union  eontinuet,  the  South  mtut  be  aided  by  the  addition  of  four  or  five 
new  State*  carved  out  of  T^xas,  ^nd  one  new  State  formed  by  the  territory  of 
Florida.  There  are  now  twelve  slaveholdiog  States  out  of  twenty-six  in  the  Union; 
and  the  addition  of  five  more  will  give  them  a  majority  of  eix  members  in  the  Senate 
of  tlie  United  Slates,  and  enable  them  to  hold  in  check  the  radicalism  of  Northern 
representation  in  the  House  of  Representatives.' 

The  manner  in  which  the  faith  of  our  treaties  with  Mexico 
has  been  kept^  may  be  seen  by  the  following  paragraph  from 
the  Vicksburg  (Miss.)  Register : 

'Three  thousand  men  for  Tex  as.— Gen.  Dunlap,  of  Tennessee,  is  about  to 
proceed  to  Mexico  with  the  above  number  of  men.  The  whole  corps  are  now  at 
Memphis.  They  will  not,  it  is  said,  pass  this  way.  Every  man  is  completely  armed, 
the  corps  having  been  originally  raised  for  the  Florida  war.  This  force,  we 
have  no  doubt,  will  be  able  to  carry  every  thing  before  it.* 

And  the  following,  from  the  Louisville  (Ky.)  Journal : 

*  A  field  battery  of  six  guns— four  six  pounders  and  two  twenty-four  pound  howit- 
zers— with  all  theimplements  for  service,  and  one  thousand  balls,  shells,  and  capnisters, 
presented  to  the  Republic  of  Texas  by  Maj.  Ge^.  T.  J.  Chaml)er8,  'arrived  in  this 
city  under  the  charge  of  Major  McLeod,  on  the  27th  inst.  They  are  splendid  pieces 
of  artillery.  They  will  be  in  Texas  in  three  or  four  weeks,  and  the  way  their  wide 
mouths  will  talk  to  the  Mexicans,  will  be  a  caution  to  all  the  foes  of  liberty.'  (! !) 

The  Pensacola  Gazette  states,  that  '  General  Gaines  sent  an 
officer  of  the  United  States  army  into  Texas  to  reclaim  some 
deserters.  He  found  them  already  enlisted  in  the  Texian  ser- 
vice,  to  the  number  of  two  hundred.  They  still  wore  the  unu 
form  of  our  army^  but  refused  to  return.'  Gen.  Gaines  himself 
crossed  the  boundary  line  with  his  army,  and  marched  seventy 
miles  into  the  Mexican  territory,  to  the  military  post  of  Nacog- 
doches—ostensibly,  it  is  true,  to  prevent  or  punish  Indian  dep- 
redations, but  evidently  in  order  to  countenance  the  Texian 
rebels. 

This  is  our  neutrality,  as  a  nation,  in  the  face  of  the  follow- 
ijig  solemn  contract  with  the  Mexican  republic  : 
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*  There  slmll  be  a  firm,  iDviokble,  and  universal  peace,  and  a  true  and  sincere 
friendship  between  the  United  States  of  America,  and  the  United  Mexican  States, 
in  all  the  extent  of  their  possessions  and  territories,  between  their  people  and  citi- 
zens respectively,  witliout  distinctions  of  persons  or  places.' 

The  forbearance  of  the  Mexican  government,  in  view  of  this 
atrocious  violation  of  the  faith  of  treaties,  is  remarkable.  Let  us 
reverse  the  case.  Let  us  suppose  that  some  Mexican  adven- 
turers had  settled  in  some  part  of  Louisiana  ;  that  to  tbem  had 
been  granted  by  our  government,  unusual  privileges  and  ex- 
emptions ;*  that,  on  some  false  and  frivolous  pretences,  they 
bad  raised  the  standard  of  rebellion,  and  called  upon  their  Mex- 
ican brethren  to  come  over  to  their  aid ;  that  they  had  sent  some 
of  their  number  to  Mexico  to  enlist  troops  and  obtain  supplies  ; 
that  the  presses  of  that  country  had  generally  justified  their  re- 
bellion ;  that  Mexican  soldiers,  even  without  changing  their 
uniform,  had  flocked  to  their  standard  from  all  quarters  of  the 
country  ;  that  Mexican  Senators  and  Representatives,  in  Con- 
gress assembled,  had  precipitately  urged  upon  that  body  a  re- 
cognition of  the  independence  of  the  State  of  Louisiana ;  that 
the  Mexican  government  had  winked  at  all  these  movements, 
or,  after  a  long  delay,  had  at  last  issued  an  equivocal  message, 
recommending  the  observance  of  strict  neutrality  between  the 
contending  parties  ;  and,  finally,  that  the  independence  of  the 
rebels  and  invaders  had  been  acknowledged  by  the  Mexican 
Congress  ; — would  not  this  country  have  been  roused  to  madness, 
and  have  declared  war  with  Mexico,  as  a  nation  basely  recreant 
to  her  faith  .^ — ay,  even  before  one-half  of  these  events  had 
transpired  ?  And  yet  the  Mexican  insurrectionists  might  have 
pleaded,  that  their  object  was  to  secure  univeral  emancipation 
in  Louisiana,  without  regard  to  complexional  caste ;  but  the 
Texians  avow  that  they  are  stimulated  by  a  determination  to 
re-establish  slavery  and  the  slave-trade  upon  the  soil  which  has 

*  *  The  reception  of  the  Texas  settlers  by  die  Mexican  government  has  been  bospi* 
table  and  liberal  beyond  example.  Land  has  been  given  to  them,  they  have  been  ex- 
empted from  taxes  and  duties  during  ten  years,  on  the  one  hand,  and  protected  by  a 
high  tariff  against  foreign  competition  in  the  markets  for  their  produce,  on  the  otiier; 
they  hare  the  unprecedented  indulgence  of  legal  proceedings  in  their  own  languagt, 
a  matter  into  which  national  punctilio  might  m  expected  to  enter;  and  they  hava 
enjoyed  as  perfect  civil  and  religious  liberty,  as  it  seems  possible  for  human  institu- 
Uoni  to  secure.' — Quarterly  AntirSlavtry  Magazine. 
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been  purged  from  these  abominations.  They  abhor  the  idea  of 
emancipation,  and  are  eager  to  administer  Lynch  law  to  every 
abolitionist.*  By  the  Constitution  which  they  have  adopted, 
none  but  '  free  white  persons '  can  become  citizens  of  this 
Republic.     The  9th  Section  is  in  the  following  words  : 

*  S£C.  9.  All  peraong  of  color,  who  were  Blaves  for  life  previous  to  their  emigra- 
tion to  Texas,  and  who  are  now  held  in  bondage,  shall  remain  in  the  like  state  of 
servitude,  provided  the  said  slave  shall  be  the  bona  fide  property  of  the  person  so 
holding  said  slave  as  aforesaid.  Congress  shall  pass  no  laws  to  prohibit  emigrants 
from  the  United  States  of  America  from  bringing  their  slaves  into  the  Repub- 
lie  with  them,  and  holding  them  by  the  same  tenure  by  which  such  slaves  were  held 
in  the  United  States ;  nor  shall  Congress  have  the  power  to  emancipate  -slaves; 
nor  shall  any  slaveholder  be  allowed  to  emancipate  his  or  her  slave  or  slaves, 
without  the  consent  of  Congress,  unless  he  or  she  shall  send  his  or  her  slave  or 
slaves  without  the  limits  of  the  Republic.  No/)^c«  person  of  African  descent,  either 
in  whole  or  in  part,  shall  be  permitted  to  reside  permanently  in  the  Repub lie,  w'ltU- 
out  the  consent  of  Congress ;  and  the  importation  or  admission  of  Africans  or  ne- 
groes into  Uiis  Republic,  EXCEPTING  FROM  THE  UNITED  STATES  OF 
AMERICA,  is  forever  prohibited,  and  declared  to  be  piracy.* 

It  seems,  then,  that  in  this  free,  republican  territory,  slavery 
is  not  only  made  constitutional,  but  Congress  has  no  power  to 
prohibit  the  foreign  slave-trade  between  Texas  and  the  United 
Statesf — nor  to  emancipate  slaves  on  the  soil ;  nor  are  slave- 
holders themselves  allowed  to  abandon  their  oppression,  except 
by  expelling  their  victims  beyond  the  limits  of  the  Republic  ! 
It  is  in  vain  that  we  search  the  annals  of  slavery,  to  find  a  par- 
allel to  a  section  like  this  !  The  clause  which  prohibits  the 
importation  of  slaves  from  Africa,  and  other  places,  can  be 
easily  evaded,  as  the  following  article  from  the  Boston  Atlas  of 
April  1 9th  demonstrates  : 

*  Slaves  are  constantly  arriving  at  the  Havana  p  and  we  state  upon  the  best  author- 
ity, that  "  a  gentleman  of  Texas,"  the  brother  of  one  hi^h  in  office  under  the  Fed- 
eral government,  is,  or  not  long  ago  was,  in  the  United  States,  for  the  purpofie  of  pro- 
curing ^mertcan  vessels  to  proceed  to  Havana,  and  there  to  take  in  cargoes  of  sUvea 
for  the  Texian  market.    When  it  was  suggested  to  this  gentleman,  that  this  would  be 

*  Benjamin  Lund^,  the  veteran  advocate  of  emancipation,  states  that  he  was  near 
being  robbed  ttoice  in  hia  late  tour  in  Texas — that  the  •  tar  and  feathers*  were  pre- 
pared, and  would  have  been  applied,  had  not  a  Mexican  officer  been  near,  and  in- 
formed of  the  proceeding. 

f  *  The  land  of  the  free,  and  the  asylum  of  the  opt)re8sed,'  allowed,  by  way  of  spe- 
cial favor,  to  be  the  Gum  E  A  of  Texian  marauders  and  rapacious  men-stealers !  This 
is  done  to  secure  the  co-operation  of  the  South. 
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eugAgiog  in  (he  elaire-trade,  and  that  by  our  kiwg  tlie  ilate-trade  wa4pirtfc]r,UieTex<* 
ian  stopped  the  objector's  mouth  by  referring  to  a  ]ate  decision  by  a  learned  judge  of 
the  Supreme  Court  oi  the  United  States,  that  to  take  slaves  as  passengert  from  one 
point  of  the  African  coast  to  another,  is  not  engaging  in  the  slave-trade;  and  be  Ar- 
gued'— and  the  argument  seems  difficult  to  refute->— that  to  take  staves  as  pastengergg 
(and  this  was  all  he  wanted  of  the  ship-owners,)  from  Havana  to  Texas,  would  &1I 
under  the  same  rule.  This  same  geiitlemao  assured  our  informant,  that  the  two  or 
three  thousand  AFRICAN  SLAVES  now  in  Texasi  seemed  to  be  very  happy  and 
contented — they  only  complained  a  little,  at  being  separated  from  their  wives  and 
cnildren  ! ' 

On  the  22d  of  December  last,  a  message  was  transmitted  by 
President  Jackson  to  the  House  of  Representatives,  in  relation 
to  Texas,  in  which  was  the  following  seemingly  honest  recom- 
mendation : 

*  The  title  of  Texas  to  the  territory  she  claims,  is  identified  with  her  independ«oce^ 
She  asks  us  to  acknowledge  that  title  to  the  territory,  vyith  an  avowed  detign  to 
treat  immediately  of  ite  transfer  to  the  United  Statet*  It  becomes  ns  to  beware 
of  a  too^arly  movement,  as  it  might  subject  us,  however  unjnstly,  to  the  impotatioQ 
of  seeking  to  establish  the  claim  of  our  neighbors  to  a  territory,  with  a  view  to  its 
subsequent  acquisition  by  ourselves.  Prudence,  therefore,  seems  to  dictate  that  we 
should  still  stand  aloof,  and  maintain  our  present  attitude,  if  not  until  Mexico  itself, 
or  one  of  the  great  foreign  powers,  shall  recognize  the  independence  of  the  new  Gov- 
ernment, at  least  until  the  lapse  of  time  or  the  course  of  events  shall  have  proved  be- 
yond cavil  or  dispute,  the  ability  of  tlie  people  of  that  country  to  maintain  their  sep- 
arate sovereignty,  and  to  uphold  the  Government  constituted  by  them.* 

Whether  this  was  intended  as  a  mere  ruscj  in  order  to  pre- 
vent any  excitement  at  ihe  North,  at  the  prospect  of  a  sudden 
recognition  of  Texian  independence — or  whether  it  was  uttered 
in  sincerity — certain  it  is,  that  that  recognition  has  been  made  by 
the  U.  S.  Senate,  by  a  vote  of  23  to  19,*  and  the  Texian  minis- 
ter has  been  acknowledged  by  our  Government  !  This  conduct 
cannot  fail  to  excite  the  astonishment  of  the  civilized  world, 
and  deepen  the  infamy  which  rests  upon  the  character  of  our 
country.  Nothing  can  extenuate  it,  for  it  is  marked  by  crimi- 
nal precipitancy  and  the  basest  treachery,  f 

*  Some  delay  has  tak6n  place  in  the  printing  of  this  Report,  and  hence  we  antici- 
pate the  record  of  another  year,  in  this  i)articuhir. 

t  The  independence  of  Hayti  has  been  maintained  more  than  thirty  years,  and  re- 
cognized by  France — yet  no  such  recognition  has  been  made  by  our  Government ! — 
According  to  Benjamin  Lundy,  the  population  of  Texas,  in  1838,  amounted  to  only 
21,000  :  supposing  it  to  have  been  doubled  since  that  period  by  the  American  inva- 
ders, it  is  now  only  half  as  large  as  that  of  the  city  of  Boston  !    What  a  republic  ! 
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One  other  step  remains  to  be  tnken  by  thb  country,  to  reach 
the  climax  of  her  iniquity  :  it  is,  to  annex  the  repubuc  (?)  of 
Texas  to  the  American  Union  !  To  what  scenes  of  misery  and 
horror  may  not  this  recognition  and  annexation  give  rise  !  In 
the  opinion  of  that  far-sighted  and  sagacious  statesman^  John 
QuiNCT  Adams,  it  is  more  than  probable  that  we  shall  be  in- 
volved in  '  a  Mexican  war;  a  war  with  Great  Britain,  if  not 
with  France  ;  a  general  Indian  war ;  a  servile  war  ;  and,  as  an 
inevitable  consequence  of  them  all,  a  civil  war.'  In  h'ls  cele- 
brated speech  in  Congress,  on  the  Tcxian  and  Indian  Wars  and 
Slavery,  in  May  last,  he  uses  the  following  prophetic  language : 

*  If)  by  the  otter  imbecility  of  the  Mexican  ooorederacy,  this  revolt  of  Texas  •bould 
lead  immediately  to  iu  aeparation  from  that  Republic,  and  ita  annexation  to  the  Unit- 
ed 8tatet>  I  believe  it  impoMible  that  Great  Britain  ibould  look  on,  wtiile  tbia  opera* 
tioo  is  performinf ,  with  iodifference.  She  will  tee  that  it  mutt  ahake  her  own  colo- 
nial power  on  this  contioeot,  in  the  Galf  of  Mexico,and  in  the  Carribean  teaiflikeaa 
earthquake  $  she  wiN  see,  too,  that  it  endangers  her  own  abolition  of  slavery  in  her 
•wn  coloaiea.  A  war  for  tbe  restoratioa  of  shivery  where  it  baa  been  abolished,  if 
•ncoessfiil  in  Texas,  most  extend  over  all  Mexico;  and  the  exampb  wilt  threaten  her 
with  imminent  danger  of  a  War  of  colors  la  her  own  islands.  She  will  take  posses 
eion  of  Qi  >aatid  of  Porto  Rico,  by  cession  from  Spain,  or  by  the  batteries  from  her 
wooden  walls;  imd  if  you  ask  her  by  what  autborky  she  has  done  k,  sbe  will  ask yoa 
in  return,  by  what  authority  you  have  extended  your  sea  coast  from  the  Sabine  to  the 
Rio  Bravo.  She  will  ask  you  a  question  more  perplexing,  namely — by  what  author- 
ity yon,  with  freedom,  independence,  and  democracy  upon  your  lips, are  waging  a  war 
of  extermination  lo  forge  new  manacles  and  fotters,  instead  of  ibone  which  arkiaUing 
from  the  hands  and  feet  of  man.  She  will  carry  emancipation  and  abolition  with  her 
.  in  every  fold  of  her  flag ;  while  your  stars,  as  they  increase  in  numbers,  will  be  over- 
cast with  the  marky  vapors  of  oppression,  and  the  only  portion  of  your  banners  visi- 
ble to  the  eye,  will  be  the  blood-staiaed  stripes  of  the  taskmaster.* 

•  ••••  •  *  •  • 

<  Urged  on  by  the  irresistible,  overwhelming  torrent  of  public  opinion.  Great  Brit- 
siki  has  reoeatly,  at  a  cost  of  one  huadred  miUions  of  dollars,  which  her  People  have 
joyfully  paid,  abolished  sUvery  throughout  all  her  colon  i«i  in  the  West  Indies.  After 
setting  such  an  example,  she  will  not — it  is  impossible  that  she  should^tnnd  by  and 
witness  a  war  for  the  re-establishment  of  sUvery  where  it  had  been  for  years  abolish- 
ad,  and  sitaated  thus  in  the  immediate  neighborhood  of  her  iclands.  Slie  will  tell  you, 
that  if  you  must  have  Texas  as  a  member  of  ynur  Gonfederaoy,  it  must  be  without  the 
trammels  of  slavery,  and  if  you  will  wage  a  war  to  handcuff  and  fetter  your  felbw- 
nan,  sbe  will  wage  a  war  against  you  to  break  his  chains.  Sir,  what  a  figure,  in 
the  eyes  of  mankind,  would  you  mako;  in  deadly  conflict  with  Great  Britain :  she 
fighting  the  battles  of  emancipation,  and  you  the  battles  of  shivery ;  she  the  benefiic- 
tress,  and  you  tbe  oppressor,  of  human  kind !  In  such  a  war,  the  enthusiasm  of  eman- 
cipation, too,  wottki  unite  vast  numbers  of  her  People  in  aid  of  tlie  national  ritalry, 
and  all  her  natural  jealousy  against  onr  aggrandicement.    No  war  was  ever  so  popokr 
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in  Esf  land  as  that  war  would  be  against  ilavery,  the  slaTe-trade,  and  the  Anglo-Cfaxoii 
descendant  from  her  own  loins.' 

But,  be  the  consequences  to  this  country  what  they  may,  the 
admission  of  Texas  into  the  Union,  at  the  next  session  of  Con- 
gress, is  regarded  by  the  southern  States  as  a  certain  event ! 
They  have  not  invaded  that  country,  and  made  havoc  of  human 
life,  and  poured  out  their  blood  and  treasure,  merely  to  have 
the  satisfaction  of  witnessing  its  independence.  They  claim  it 
as  their  own,  and  they  mean  to  possess  it.*  They  have  many 
powerful  motives  in  seeking  its  acquisition  :— ;It  can  be  divided 
into  NINE  States,  each  as  large  as  Kentucky  : — It  will  give  the 
South  omnipotent  political  power  over  the  North,  in  Congress : 
— ^It  will  open  a  new  world  for  the  prosecution  of  the  domestic 
slave-trade : — It  will  save  the  South  from  a  speedy  bankrupt- 
cy :— It  will  furnish  a  precedent  for  making  new  conquests 
pf  Mexican  territory.  For  if  Texas  may  be  forcibly  separat- 
ed from  Mexico,  and  annexed  to  the  An^rican  Union,  why 
may  not  Coahuila,  Tamaulipas,  and  Santa  Fe  ?  And  most  as- 
suredly they  will  be,  unless  the  people  of  the  Northern  States 
lift  up  their  voices  UNITEDLY  and  INSTANTLY,  in  inflex,- 
ible  opposition  to  the  admission  of  Texas  !  If  they  yield  in 
this  instance,  THEY  ARE  LOST-^he  Union  will  inevitably 
be  dashed  in  pieces — and  the  sun  of  American  freedom  will  set 
in  an  ocean  of  blood.  It  is  impossible  that  Liberty  and  SlA- 
TERY  can  reign  together — one  or  the  other  must  perish :  they 
are  mortal  enemies,  who  are  now  engaged  in  a  death-struggle 
for  victory.  Wo  to  the  non-slaveholding  States,  if  they  con- 
sent to  remain  under  the  dominion  of  Slavery  !  if  they  con- 
spire to  take  the  life  of  Liberty  !  Let  the  prospect  of  the 
annexation  of  Texas  agitate,  alarm,  inflame,  UNITE  their 
entire  population  ;  let  the  measure  be  resisted  with  invincible 
energy  ;  let  their  Senators  and  Representatives  in  Congress  wit- 
ness such  an  expression   of  public  sentiment,  that  not  one  of 

*  At  a  pablic  dinner  given  to  Messrs.  Calhoun  and  Preston  in  Charleston,  S.  C, 
•  Mr.  Calhoun/  says  the  Mercury,  *  spoke  of  Texas — and  at  that  name  was  interrupt- 
ed with  long  and  loud  cheering ;  and  his  concluding  words  on  thnt  topic,  pronoanced 
withde«pemotioii,(!)  that «  TEXAS  MUST  BE  ANNEXED  TO  THE  UNION," 
w«rs  answerwl  with  a  universal  burst  of  applause.' 
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them  shall  dalk'e  to  'go  with  the  South  * ;  let  the  pulpit  and  the 
press  be  faithAil  to  their  high  trust ;  let  public  meetings  be  held 
in  every  ctty^  town  and  village ;  and  let  all  political  and  secta- 
rian feuds  b^  banished,  that  there  may  be  a  perfect  union  of 
feeling  and  action  on  this  momenlous  question.'  Why  should 
there  not  W  this  union  ?  The  question  is  not,  whether  aboli- 
tionists ar*  right  or  wrong  ;  nor  whether  slavery  should  be  im- 
mediately or  gradually  abolished  ;  nor  whether  Congress  has, 
or  has  !jot,  the  power  to  emancipate  the  slaves  in  the  District 
of  Columbia  :  but  it  is,  whether  such  a  weight  of  political  pow- 
er shall  be  thrown  into  the  scale  of  southern  slavery,  as  to  make 
northern  liberty  kick  the  beam ;  whether  a  foreign  territory 
shall  be  added  to  our  republic,  for  the  express  purpose  of  ex- 
tending the  empire  of  slavery,  and  invigorating  both  the  foreign 
and  domestic  slave-trade ;  whether  a  tree  labor  or  slave- 
2>RiviNo  policy  shall  govern  the  nation  ;  whether,  in  fine,  we 
shall  run  the  hazard  of  the  bloody  wars  enumerated  by  Mr. 
Adams,  or,  for  self-preservation,  unyieldingly  refuse  our  assent 
to  the  admission  of  Texas  into  the  Union^  All  other  questions, 
at  the  present  crisis,  sink  into  insignificance  in  comparison.  No 
labor,  no  expense,  can  be  too  great  in  bringing  Congress  to  a 
right  decision. 

GEORQB     THOMPSON BRITISH      PHILANTHROPISTS      AND 

CHRISTIANS. 

At  the  time  of  issuing  the  last  Annual  Report  of  this  Socie- 
ty, the  intelligence  of  Gcorge  Thompson's  arrival  in  England 
bad  not  reached  this  country.  Ten  thousand  hearts,  bound  to 
him  by  the  ties  of  christian  love,  were  filled  with  the  deepest 
anxiety  for  the  safety  of  himself  and  family  ;  for  it  was  in  the 
inclement  month  of  December,  that  they  were  compelled  to 
embark  for  their  native  shores.  Mr.  Thompson  landed  at  Liv- 
erpool, January  4th,  1836,  after  a  rough  and  perilous  passage 
of  38  days  from  St.  John,  New-Brunswick.  At  the  beautiful 
abode  of  James  Cropper, — renowned  as  a  merchant,  and  not 
less  as  one  of  the  noblest  philanthropists  of  ancient  or  modem 
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tinei^-^be  was  roost  cordiaUy  enttrtaiQed.    As  sood  as  Us 
presence  in  Liverpool  was  known,  the  Musical  Fund  Hally  a 
spacious  and  beautiful  building,  was  generously  offered  to  hioi 
gratis,  for  the  delivery  of  asmany  addresses  as  he  might  choose 
to  give,  illustrative  of  his  mission   to  this  country.     This   was 
the  first  reception  given  to  ^  the  foreign  emissary,'  *  the  scoun** 
drel,'  '  the  fugitive  from  justice,'  as  he  was  opprobriously  called, 
during  bis  sojourn  among  us.     Next,  a  splendid  Soiree  was 
given  to  bim  in  the  Monteith  Rooms,  Glasgow,  January  35tb, 
1836.     *  At  7  o'clock,'  says  the  Glasgow  Chronicle,  '  the  large 
and  splendid  ball  was  crowded  with  a  brilliant  aasembly,,awaitiDg 
in  anxious  expectation  the  illustrious  individual  whom  they  were 
met  to  honor.  . .  .  Hit  reception  ttnu  beyond  ietcription^  and 
ibrcibly  exhibited  how  highly  the  assembly  appreciated  the  valu- 
able services  be  had  rendered  to  tbe  glorious  cause  of  emaner- 
pation.'     The  Rev.  William  Anpbrson  ofiered  the  following 
resolution,  which  was  adopted  by  acclamation : 

*  Retolrftd,  That  thif  owetin^,  witb  Bnimofled  delight,  wakonti  tbe  fttnni  of  Mr. 
Thow P801I  rrom  America— •eizes  thii  early  opportunity  lo  exprew  Sta  high  admira- 
tion of  the  blameteM  propriefy*  dintinguithed  talent,  and  noble  aelf-devotion,  witb 
winch  be  hat  proeaooted  the  fpneat  Abject  of  hU  oiiscien  to  the  United  States,  w  Ae 
fiice  of  national  |»rejiidice,  inteKeated-deounciatiooa,  and  lawleee  violence— and  feeli 
devoutly  grateful  to  that  God,  who,  amid«t  each  opposition,  haa  crowned  has  laben 
witb  signal  success,  and  throiigb  maay  perils,  broogbt  bim  again  eafiily  to  these 
diores.' 

In  support  of  tbe  above  resolution,  Mr.  A.  spoke  of  Mr. 
Thompson  in  the  following  terms  : 

*  When  oar  exaeUeiit  goist  Ivst  appealed  among  at,  H  was  with  •  wana  heart;  he 
.came  to  hearts  as  warm — warm  with  sympathy  for  tbe  afficted  N^gro,  and  warm  with 
teal  fbr  the  breaking  of  his  bonds.  In  these  eircumstaocef,  on^  meeting  was  enough 
te  uuile  as,  one  stroke  wse  enough  to  weld  ihe^bwing  materials  into  an  indlseoluble 
brotherhood.  His  piarpaiial,  individu»l  qoaliScatioas  have,  undonbledly,  had  gveat  ialhi- 
ence  in  the  matter.  I  refer  not  tobis  intellectual  ^oaKfications.  Suoh  gifts,  anlese  ooa- 
liected  with  moral  qualities,  make  no  conquest  of  tbe  heart.  What,  then,  is  tbe  case  of 
••r  friend  in  thisrespeot  1  He  came  among  as  with  powers  efdisoossion,  povrersef 
dfbate,  powers  of  analyaiog  evidence,  powers  of  clasekying  evidenoe,  poncni  ef  0X* 
posing  it,  powers  of  confirming  it,  powers  of  reasonii^,  powers  of  declamation,  pow- 
ofs  of  humor  to  make  as  laugh,  powers  of  pathos  to  make  os  weep,  powers  of  firji  to 
stir  OS  op  to  veageftnce,  powers  as  varied  as  those  of  the  lyre  of  Timotheos,  and  of 
greater  streogtl^entbuaiastic  tbeera)'— ^socb  powers,  4hat  we  all  «tH>n€e  gave  wi^, 
and  pat  him  in  the  /irst  place,  that  of  the  elder  brother  of  our  ^mancipation  family 
•^Ihe  Oaptaio  of  oar  great  moral  enterprise.    (Renewed  cheering.)    And  how  did 
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1m  b«ar  kinMlf  oDdaf  them  homon  1  Did  hii  morftlicy  break  dowa  1  Did  •■/  of  rtt 
i«vtr  SM  any  symptov  of  lelf-conceit  io  bin*  or  of  oortared  viDity  1  Did  any  of  ua 
«f«r  feel  be  bad  caiae  for  oooipkiiBiBg  of  bie  preeuniiDg  over  bin  1  Never.  We 
bave  indeed  seen  bia  eye,  tbat  which  hia  Maker  gave  him  to  be  ueed  for  holy  purpoeety 
galberiog  fire  and  eparkliof  with  the  coiMcioutoefS  of  the  power  of  tlie  thunderbolt 
which  he  wae  forgiog  within  bis  botom  fur  the  dedtrttctiop  of  hia  adversary ;  but  whea 
he  had  launched  it,  and  acaibed  him,  and  prostrated  hiiQ^  could  we  gather  fruqi  any 
expreaaion  either  of  word  or  look,  that  he  took  personal  conaeqnence  to  himself  for 
what  be  had  done  1  (Cheers.)  '  *  *  "  *  <  Our  attention  waa  turned  to  Aoierica,  and 
dearly  aa  we  loved  Mr.  Tbompaon,  and  periioua  although  the  adventure  waa,  we 
grudged  him  not  to  the  oppreaaed  of  that  land.  It  appeared  perilous  from  the  begin- 
ning. In  these  periioua  circuroatancea,  we  sent  forth  «ur  friend;  and  now  that  be  ia 
with  ua  again  in  beakh  and  lifo,  let  ua  bleaa  God  for  hia  preaervation.  What  baa  be 
accoanptisbed  1  We  expect  much.  We  bad  had  experience  of  hia  talenta,  bia  teal» 
bia  fortitude,  and  of  hia  prudence  too.  For,  aotwilhatnuding  the  ardor  of  hia  mind, 
and  the  provoking  circumataucea  in  which  he  managed  our  own  cause,  who  ever  heard 
ma  wgentJemaaly  expreaaion  drop  from  bia  li|ia  1  High  aaoor  confidence  waa  in  him, 
be  baa  labored  to  an  extent  far  beyond  our  calculation ;  and  far  beyond  our  calcula- 
tion baa  beea  hiaaucceaa.  He  haa  kindled  a  flame  in  .^caerica,  it  is  said,  which  will 
not  be  extingaiabed.  This  ia  not  the  correct  repreaentation.  He  haa  gone  with  the 
iarcb  of  liberty  througbout  tta  ibreata,  kiadling  it  at  a  tboiiiaaad  poiota,  and  aoop  il 
wUl  be  a  unive.raal  conflagratioii.' 

The  Rev.  D.  King  said — ^  One  galliog  circuosstpnce  with 
regard  to  daverj  in  the  United  States,  was,  it  being  9o  frequent- 
ly held  vp  Br  the  Toiues  as  an  arguinenjt  against  liberfil  con- 
slitucbns ;  and  this  could  never  be  saiisfaciorily  ctmuxeredy  until 
immediate^  complete^  and  unconditional  emanctpfition  he  obtain^ 
edfoT  the  slaved 

On  the  evening  of  Jan.  29th,  Mr.  Thompson  dehVered  tp 
mddreas  m  the  Rer-  Dr.  Waedlaw**  chapel,  the  Rev.  Dr. 
Hkugu  occupying  the  Chair.  Id  introdgcing  Mr.  T.  to  tb^ 
maetiog,  he  aaid-*^ 

<  Ladies  aod  geotleatien,  yen  are  aaaembled  tbia  eveaia|f  ta  aee  again — and  tbat  ia  no 
anwU  privilege— our  well-kaown  friend  before  yon,  (cheera)  of  whom,  in  hia  prea- 
eace,  I  cannot  truat  myaelf  to  apeak  aa  I  woald  were  he  at)aeBt,  bat  whoae  enlngium 
it  ia  Mnneceuaary  for  me  Io  attempt  to  pmAouaee  ia  a  meeting  of  my  felbw-citiaeiia  of 
GlMgow  aaaembled  in  tbia  yiUee,  the  wiell  remembered  aoene  of  hia  former  aloqoent 
laLMdM^a,  ppotraoted  coaiicia.  aad  decieiaeamd  apleadad  trittmpba.  Mr.  T.  returns  to 
4m  from  tbe  Amerimui  shoree*  wkh  bis  aaoie  and  ibia  well-Mraed  fiime  aatamisbed. 
Ha  baa  neiibar  beea  defeated  aor  diabeaored.  He  baa  Ktreated,  aot  Hod.  from  Aaier- 
ioa.  Ha  baa  retrealed,  by  the  aigeacy  af  fritada,  from  lawleaa  phyaical  violeace;  but 
km  haa  aever  Aed«  aod»  if  I  ausiaka  bim  aat^  be  aeaer  wtM  flee  from  aiiy  fiekl  of  fair 
iaiallaotual  oonflict.  (Cbcers.)  He  aever  areat  tbUher  ibr  tba  parpoae  of  phyaioal 
war&ra,  to Hgbt  the  pro-slavery  men  witfa  tbe  fiec,  or  the  poigaard,  or  the  flr^o^k; 
im  want  to  praobdm  io  ibaeafi  of  America,  tba  raiee  of  truth  and  bumaaity ;  aad 
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thoutandi  «nd  tem  of  thousands  of  tbe  best  and  most  enltgbteoed  citisent  of  tbatooafp* 
try  bear  him  witness  that  be  has  noblj  fulfilled  his  mission ;  for  I  am  confident,  that 
documentary  evidence,  of  the  most  unquestionable  character,  will  support  roe,  wbenr 
I  say,  that  when  brute  violence  was  not  interposed  against  his  person,  and  in  every 
instance  in  which  the  conflict  was  mental  alone,  his  success  has  not  been  less  signal 
in  America,  than  at  any  period  of  bis  career  in  Great  Britain.  (Cheers.)' 

Mr.  Thompson  next  went  to  Edinburgh,  and  lectured  before 
the  Emancipation  Society  of  that  city,  in  the  Rev.  Dr.  Ped- 
die's  chapel,  to  an  audience  qf  more  than  two  thousand  per- 
sons— the  admission  to  the  meeting  being  by  tickets,  sixpence 
each.  On  his  appearance,  he  was  '  received  with  several  dis- 
tinct rounds  of  enthusiastic  applause,'  and  was  repeatedly  cheer- 
ed throughout  his  lecture.  His  reception  by  the  ladies  and  gen- 
tlemen forming  the  Committees  of  the  Society  alluded  to,  was 
very  flattering.  Resolutions  highly  complimentary  to  himself 
were  unanimously  adopted.  An  eloquent  and  strongly  encomi- 
astic Address  was  also  presented  to  him,  at  an  Entertainment 
given  to  him  by  the  Inhabitants  of  Edinburgh,  in  the  Assembly 
Rooms,  George-strecit,  on  the  evening  of  the  19th  February, 
1836.  It  commenced  as  follows: — *  Esteemed  and  Honored 
Friend  :  This  meeting  have  come  together  for  the  purpose  of 
testifying  the  regard  in  which  you  are  held  by  the  -friends  of 
liberty  and  humanity  in  this  city.'  It  was  signed,  m  behalf  of 
the  meeting,  by  Robert  Kate  Grevii-le,  L.  L.  D.  Chairman. 
Mr.  Thompson  gave  a  second  public  lecture  in  Edinburgh,  in 
Rev.  Dr.  Browne's  chapel,  and  *  was  rapturously  applauded  as 
usiial.'  At  the  close  of  it,  John  Wigham,  Jr.  Esq.  was  called  to 
the  chair,  and  a  series  of  resolutions  were  moved  by  Rev.  Dr. 
Ritchie,  and  unanimously  adopted  by  the  meeting — among 
which  was  the  following : 

*  Resolved,  After  what  has  been  now  and  formerly  stated  by  Mr.  Gsorok  Tbostp- 
SOH ,  we  are  fully  persuaded  that  he  has  in  spirit,  procedare,  and  success,  eoeceeded 
tlie  most  sanguine  expectations  of  the  Emancipation  Society— >tbat  by  hia-^rmaess  aad 
prudence,  seal  and  perseverance  In  advocating  tlie  cause  of  the  boodmea  in  the  Unit- 
ed States,  he  has  amply  redeemed  every  pledge  given  by  him  to  the  -irieods  of  human 
freedom,  by  whom  he  was  deputed-^hat,  amidst  obloquy,  peril,  and  physical  violence, 
he  continued  to  persevere,  until,  by  tbe  verdict  oftransailan'tic  friends,  the  beat  judges 
in  this  matter,  his  remaining  longer  would,  wichoui^promotiiig  tbe  cause,  hava  con- 
promised  his  own  safety.  We  acknowledge  the  good  band  of  Providesoe  that  hat 
iMen  around  him,  bid  him  cordial  welcoiBe  to  bk  nativa  shore,  renew  our  czpfMsioni 
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of  ooniidenoe  ia  him  m  a  talented  advocate  of  the  libertiei  of  man,  and  trutt  that  a 
auitable  field  may  loon  be  opened  for  the  renewal  of  hU  exertions.' 

At  a  subsequent  meeting,  at  which  the  Lord  Provost  of  Ed- 
inburgh presided,  Mr.  Thompson  'was  received  with  tremen- 
dous applause,'  and  the  thanks  of  the  meeting  given  to  him, 
*  for  his  Jnt4'epkl,  able  aiiil  successful  services  in  the  cause  of 
Universal  Emaacipation,  and  particularly  for  his  arduous  and 
persevering  exertions  during  his  recent  mission  to  the  United 
States  of  America.* 

At  the  Second  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Glasgow  Emancipa- 
tion Society,  held  on  the  evening  of  1st  March, — Rev.  Dr. 
Wardlaw  in  the  chair, — it  was  unanimously 

*  Beiolved,  That  this  Society,  in  compliance  with  the  invitation  of  many  phHnn- 
•thropiBtB  in  America,  and  in  conneotioa  witii  other  Societiea  in  this  couatry,  having 
deputed  Mr.  George  Thompsom  ai  -their  Ag^at  to  the  United  States,  to  co-operate 
with  the  friends  of  the  abolition  of  Slavery  there,  in  their  efforts  to  awaken  their 
countiymen  to  a  sense  of  titeir  duty  tmvards  more  than  two  millions  of  their  brethren 
Jield  by  them  in  cruel  bondage,  express  their  cordial  approval,  and  high  admiration 
of  the  power,  intrepidity,  and  devotion,  with  which,  in  the  face  of  formidable  oppo- 
sition, unsparing  abuse,  and  great  personal  hazards,  Mr.  Thompson  was  enabled,  by 
the  grace  of  God,  to  parsne,  and  in  a  good  aaeasure  to  accomplish  die  great  object  ef 
iiis  very  ardik>us  missbn.' 

In  London,  Mr.  Thompson  gave  several  public  lectures,  in 
^11  of  which  he  was  received  with  loud  applause.  At  a  meet' 
ing  held  in  Finsbury  Chape], — William  Knight,  Esq.  in  the 
•Chair, — .the  following  resolution  was  offered  by  Edwin  Bali>- 
WIN,  Esq. : 

<  Resolved,  lliat  having  heard  Mr.  ThorapsonW  jnatification  of  the  course  he  pur- 
sued in  America,  this  meeting  is  decidedly  of  opinion,  -that,  in  the  perilous  position 
in  which  he  was  placed,  and  under  the  circumstances  of  great  difficulty  and  trial,  lie 
fulfilled  his  duty  as  a  man  and  a  Christian,  and  is  deserving  the  commendation  of 
•ev^ry  friend  of  humanity.* 

Judge  Jerehie,  ib  seconding  the  resolutioii,  bore  his  testimo-' 
Dy  to  the  able  exertions  of  Mr.  Thokpson  in  promoting  the' 
-cause  in  which  he  was  engaged,  and  to  the  courageous  manner 
in  which  be  had  advocated  those  principles  which  he  had  ever 
maintained.  The  resolution  was  then  put,  and  carried  by  ac^ 
<^lamation. 

On  Thursday,  the  18th  August,  a  meeting  was  held  in  Ex- 
eter  Hall,  London, — Richard  Peck,  Esq.  late  High  Sheriff  of 
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the  city  of  London  and  the  county  of  Middlesex,  in  the  chair,— 
at  which,  after  an  eloquent  address  from  Mr.  Thompson,  the 
following  resolution  was  carried  by  acclamation,  the  meeting 
standing  up : 

*  Resolved,  That  thii  meeiing  htil  witlt  delight,  the  ufe  return  of  their  difltia- 
guished  cotiotrymafi  to  bis  native  kind,  and  respectfully  offer  him  their  warm  and 
grateful  acknowledgments  for  his  philanthropic  and  self-denying  labors  in  the  United 
States  of  America,  in  behalf  of  their  sufleringand  oppressed  fellow^men.' 

Having  thus  shown  how  exceedingly  honorable  has  been  the 
reception  of  our  beloved  coadjutor  in  the  great  cities  of  England 
and  Scotland, — to  the  utter  confusion  of  his  base  tradueers  in 
this  country, — we  must  sum  up  all  his  labors  and  rewards,  since 
his  return,  by  saying,  that  in  all  parts  of  the  British  kingdom^ 
wherever  he  has  travelled,  he  lias  obtained  the  sympathy,  ap^ 
plause  and  co-operation  of  the  wise  and  good,  without  distinc-' 
tion  of  sect  or  party,  in  a  manner  and  to  an  extent  wholly  un-* 
precedented  in  the  annals  of  philanthropy.  Through  his  instni* 
mentality,  the  m(»st  tender  appeals,  the  most  affecting  expostu- 
lations, and  the  most  faithful  rebukes,  have  been  addressed  by 
almost  every  religious  denomination  in  that  country  to  its  own 
in  the  United  States,  in  relation  to  the  awful  guilt  of  American 
slavery,  and  the  imperative  duty  of  endeavoring  to  effect  its  im- 
mediate overthrow.  If  these  have  not  been  received,  by  the 
religious  bodies  for  whom  they  were  intended,  in  good  temper 
and  with  christian  coniiiy  in  every  instance, — they  have  never- 
theless made  a  powerful  impression  upon  the  religious  commu- 
nity at  large,  and  gladdened  the  hearts,  and  strengthened  the 
hands  of  all  the  true  disciples  of  '  Jesus  Christ,  and  him  cruci- 
fied,' in  this  nominally  christian  land.  If  they  had  emanated 
from  political  instead  of  religious  bodies  of  men, — from  those 
who  cherish  hostility  to  liberty  and  free  institutions,  instead  of 
those  who  profess  to  belong  to  a  kingdom  which  b  not  of  thb 
world,  and  in  which  there  are  no  national  preferences  nor  for* 
eign  interests, — they  would  have  excited  no  uneasiness  of  con- 
science, created  no  blush  of  shame,  awakened  no  feeling  of  re- 
morse, extorted  no  tear  of  contrition :  but,  bearing  upon  their 
form  tbe  impress  of  the  spirit  of  Ghrrat,  and  nsanifesting  in  their 
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language  the  intensity  of  holy  solicitude, — and  proceeding  from 
the  great  body  of  CHRisiriAN  believers  in  England  and  Scot- 
landy  with  an  unanimity  of  sentiment  which  overleaps  all  sec- 
tarian divisions, — they  startle  the  dull  ear  of  the  American 
Church  like  the  noise  of  many  waters,  and  cause  American  op- 
pressors to  quake  as  though  the  seventh  angel  bad  poured  out 
hb  vial  into  the  air.  Yes — we  assure  our  trans-atlantic  breth- 
ren,  who  are  so  zealously  laboring  to  effect  the  speedy  abolition 
of  slavery  throughout  the  world,  that  they  are  aiding  us  moil 
essentially  in  the  great  work  of  emancipation  among  oufsetves, 
by  their  prayers,  their  testimonies,  and  their  tears.  Let  them 
be  stimulated  anew  to  greater  exertion  by  the  reflection,  that, 
though  they  are  far  removed  from  the  immediate  scene  of  ac- 
tion, and  cannot  directly  participate  in  its  perils  and  triumphs, 
their  distant  co-operation  is  none  the  less  important — nay,  it  is 
indispensable  :  it  is,  moreover,  fast  bringing  the  strife  to  a  speedy 
and  glorious  termination. 

As  specimens  of  the  manner  in  which  this  taunted  labd  of 
liberty  is  frequently  alluded  to  in  England,  in  consequence  of 
her  oppression,  let  the  following  suffice.  At  a  crowded  anti- 
slavery  meeting  held  in  Birmingham  last  year,  the  Rev.  Mr. 
Marsh  rejoiced  that  ^  he  stood  not  now  in  America,  t^here  the 
professors  of  liberty  would  not  allow  him  to  open  his  mouth.' 
The  Rev.  T.  Swan  forcibly  exclaimed — 

*  Blessed  be  God,  io  their  highly  favored  coontry,  the  friends  of  the  Negro  were  to 
be  fooad.  Britons  were  anxious  that  slaves  might  cease  to  bretithd  in  ftfly  part  of  the 
world  >  tkey  were  unacquainted  with  an  arittotraty  eon$Uting  merely  <n  the  eoior 
o/  the  tkin,  and  thet  despised  that  cavtimg  and  dastardly  republic 
ON  THE  eTHER  iit>K  (TF  THE  Atlavtic,  which  boasted  iu  love  joi'  liberty,  and 
respect  for  the  rights  of  man,  whilst  at  the  stme  time  it  held  in  thb  moiC  degrading 
bondage^  and  shut  out  from  celestial  knowledge,  from  two  to  three  millioBs  of  its  sub- 
jects.' *  The  Christians  of  Birmingham  would  not  be  silent — they  would  speak  oat — they 
would  cry  aloud,  and  their  voice  would  be  heard  in  the  Senate;  ii  would  enter  the 
ears,  and  he  trusted  woulil  move  the  heart  of  their  King;  it  wouUgo  out  to  the  ends 
of  the  earth;  it  would"  be  heard  in  the  ishinds  of  thd  tC'est;  it  would  cause  theslavee 
to  rejoice,  the  missionaries  to  tridmph,  tftad  the  tyrants  to  tremble— (cheers )-*'it  woukl 
be  heard  in  tlave'Cursed  America,  and  the'  paiHtsd  htpocrites  would  quail, 
and  be  convinced  that  they  required  a  reyifal  indud,  (Cheers.)  * 

Says  the  Birmingham  Reformer — 
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'  A  view  of  the  national  gin  of  Anerica,  after  admiring  (he  natoral  graodear  of 
their  country,  is  like  discovering  tiie  object  of  worship  in  the  old  temples  of  Egypt; 
where»  after  the  stranger  had  walked  bewildered  through  vistas  of  superb  architecture, 
be  came  at  last  to  the  filthy  idoly—a  mouthing  and  obscene  Ape,  playing  its  pranka 
on  a  throne  of  gold  !  And  this  is  the  thing  to  be  worshipped  in  America — a  mock- 
ery and  disgrace  of  the  human  character  *  enthroned  in  the  West* — a  nation  of  slave- 
drivers  masquerading  it  with  the  cap  of  liberty — a  Christian  people  excelling  all  the 
heathen  tribes  in  the  world  in  systematic  wickedness — a  free  republic  exercising 
greater  oppression  than  was  ever  heard  of  in  the  okl  king-scourged  and  priest-riddea 
despotisms  of  Europe  !  *  *  It  is  in  vain  to  seek  for  words  to  express  all  we  feel  in  view 
of  these  things — it  must  be  the  subject  of  mute  astonishment  and  speechless  horror. 
The  Almighty  doe$  not  supply  man  with  language  to  denounce  thete  airoeUim: 
they  excite  ideas  of  abhorrence  beyond  our  capacity  of  expression.  These  are  iofi- 
nite  crimes,  to  be  judged,  condemned  and  punished  by  an  infinite  Being.' 

Terrible  as  are  these  rebukes,  they  are  all  merited.  From 
whom  do  they  come  ?  From  the  tories  of  England  ?  from  the 
enemies  of  America  ?  No  !  All  who  hate  our  country  through- 
out the  world,  and  who  long  to  see  it  made  a  desolation,  rejoice 
in  the  existence  of  slavery  in  her  midst y  as  a  sufficient  cause  for 
her  final  overthrow :  while  those  who  admire  the  theory  of  our 
government,  who  cherish  a  strong  regard  for  our  republican 
institutions,  and  who  arc  struggling  to  subvert  the  despotisms  of 
the  old  world,  unite  in  calling  upon  us  to  let  our  oppressed 
fellow-countrymen  go  free,  as  the  first  step  toward  effecting  the 
emancipation  of  a  groaning  world. 

As  evidence  of  the  perfect  unison  which  exists  between  the 
christian  philanthropists  of  Great  Britain  and  the  abolitionists 
of  the  United  States,  we  subjoin  the  following  resolutions — pre- 
mising that  we  might  have  occupied  our  entire  Report  with 
quotations,  most  cordially  approving  our  principles  and  meas- 
ures, and  deeply  sympathizing  with  us  in  the  trials  which  we 
are  called  to  endure.     Such  testimony  is  invaluable. 

At  a  public  meeting  in  Glasgow,  Jan.  35,  1836,  it  was 

*  Resolved,  That  whilst  this  meeting  deeply  laments  the  conduct  of  many  Christiana 
in  the  United  States,  who,  active  in  other  fields  of  Christian  duty,  remain  neutral  io 
this  momentous  conflict,  or  lend  their  influences  to  the  enemy,  it  has  also  great  causa 
of  thankfulness  to  God,  that  many  able,  enlightened,  and  pious  philanthropists  in  all 
parts  of  the  United  States,  have  organized  tliemselves  with  heroic  firmness  in  the  cause 
^f  immediate  and  universal  negro  emancipation — that  this  meeting  aflfectionately  prof- 
fers its  friendship  and  co-operation  to  these  kindred  Societies— <lesires  to  strengtheo 
their  hands  and  to  cheer  their  hearts,  and  pledgee  itself  to  aid  them  by  its  atiiea  ex- 
ertions, ita  sympathies,  and  its  prayers.' 
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At  a  meeting  of  the  Edinbui^b  Emancipation  Stciety,  in  the 
Saloon  of  the  Royal  Hotel,  Jan.  3t,  it  was 

*  Retohod,  That  with  feelings  of  itroag  syinpathy,  respect,  and  increased  afiactioa 
Cowards  all  those  American  citiiens,  both  male  and  female,  who,  far  from  shriakiaf » 
fcave  remained  firm  and  undaanted, — we  feel  called  upon  to  remember  them  betore 
Che  God  of  righteousness  and  peace,  with  whom  all  the  swellings  of  human  passion 
are  at  nothing,  that  He  may  continoe  u  preserve  them,  and  enable  us  to  persevere  in 
the  great  cause  of  universal  emancipation,  to  which  we  now  stand#  more  than  ever^ 
bound  to  adhere.' 

The  following  resolution  was  also  adopted  in  the  same  city,  at, 
a  pubUc  meeting,  Feb.  1 : 

*  Resolved,  That  we  deeply  sympathise  with  oor  anti-slavery  friends  in  the  United 
States,  under  the  persecutions  to  which  they  have  been  subjected.  We  would  remind 
them,  that  their  persecutors  are  the  libellers  of  the  American  Constitution,  which 
proclaims  the  equal  rights  of  all  men,  while  they  withhold  from  2,000,000  of  their 
feUow-cilizens  every  natural  right,  and  persecute  the  preachers  of  the  doctrines  of  the 
Constitution.  That  they  are  the  libellers  of  their  Maker,  since  they  found  their  in- 
justice on  that  color  of  the  skin  which  God  has  given  to  the  negro.  That  in  this,  if 
in  any  cause,  our  friends  may  boldly  say,  greater  is  *  He  that  b  with  us,  than  all  th^t 
can  be  against  us.'  We  congratulate  them  on  the  rapid  advance  of  their  cause,  ex* 
tiort  them  to  press  onwards,  and  bid  them  God  speed.* 

At  the  second  annual  meetbg  of  the  Glasgow  Emancipation 
Society,  March  1,  it  was 

*  Resolved,  That  this  Society  express  the  delight  with  which  they  have  contem- 
plated the  seal, self-denial,  energy,  and  liberality  which  so  many  individuals  and  So- 
cieties, male  and  female,  in  America,  have  displajwd  in  favor  of  the  abolition  of  sla- 
very— cordially  congratulate  these  American  brethren  on  the  auspicious  prospects  of 
success  which  a  gracious  Providence  is  now  opening,  tending  to  cheer  and  revive  their 
exertions-^and  pledge  themselves  to  employ  the  best  means  in  their  power  to  encour- 
age these  devoted  friends  in  their  great  and  hopeial  struggle  in  this  cause  of  enlight- 
ened humanity.' 

At  a  public  meeting  held  in  Exeter  Hall,  London,  Aug.  18, 
it  was 

*  Resolved,  That  this  meeting  have  learnt  with  great  satisfaction,  of  the  American 
Anti-Slavery  Society,  and  tender  to  iu  President,  Officers  and  Members,  the  expres- 
sioB  of  their  fraternal  regards  and  christian  synrpathies : — That  they  contemplate  with 
delight  the  rapid  multiplication  of  effective  aoxiliaries,  already  amounting  to  six  hun- 
dred, based  upon  the  doctrine  of  the  essential  sinfulness  of  slavery,  and  the  consequent 
duty  of  immediate  and  unconditional  emancipation :— And  while  they  woukl  eocouraf* 
the  Abolitionists  of  the  United  States  to  steadfast  continuance  and  increased  exertion 
in  their  great  work,  they  would  offer  (hem  their  cordial  and  xealoos  co-operation.' 

The  appalling  defection  of  the  English  Baptist  delegates, 
Messrs.  Cox  and  Host,  from  the  anti-slavery  cause  during  their 
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ealamitous  vbit  to  this  country  in  1835, — and  ibe  bold  and  fear- 
less rebuke  which  they  received  from  the  lips  of  Mr.  Thomp- 
son at  the  anniversary  meeting  in  New- York, — are  yet  fresh  in 
the  memory  of  the  American  people.    Those  recreant  delegates, 
by  their  time-serving  policy,  their  refusal  to  countenance  the 
labors  of  Mr.  Thompson,  their  implied  censure  of  his  mission,* 
their  exciuaive  association  with  the  colonization  and  pro-slavery 
parties  in  the  l9nd,  their  inflexible  determination  not  to  take 
part  in  any  anti-slavery  meeting,  their  criminal  silence  on  the 
subject  of  slavery  in  the  Baptist  Convention  at  Richmond,  Vir- 
ginia,— gave  a  severe  Mow  to  the  cause  of  the   down-trodden 
slave,  and  consequently  gladdened  the  h^arXs  of  the  slavehold- 
ers universally.     It  was  confidently  predicted  by  those  who  re- 
joiced in  their  guilty  defectiop,  that  they  would  be  sustained  in 
their  course  by  xhe  Baptist  churches  in  England,  and  that  Mr. 
Thompson  would  be  visited  with  severe  censure  for  his  con- 
demnatory language  at  New  York.     Since  the  return  of  these 
delegates,  they  have  published  a  narrative  of  their  visit  to  this 
country,  in  which  they  endeavor  to  gloss  oyer  their  unworthy 
conduct,  but  in  vain.     For,  though  they  reached  the  English 
ahore  several  months  in  advance  of  Mr.  Thompson,  and  were 
therefore  enabled  to  tell  their  own  story  without  contradiction 
during  his  absence,  yet  they  failed  to  satisfy  their  own  denomi- 
nation, and  have  since  been  buried  beneath  an   avalanche  of 
British  indignation.     Neither  of  them  dared  to  confront  Mr. 
Thompson  before  a  British  audience,  with  regard  to  the  propri- 
ety of  their  course  in  America. 

*  The  folbwintf  is  the  note  of  Dr.  Cox,  declimog  utteodaoce  at  tbe  anoiremry 
meeting  in  New-York  : 

Mat  12,  1885. 

Gentlemen — If  I  decline  the  honor  of  appearing  on  yonr  platform  this  day,  on  oc- 
raiion  uf  vour  annivertary  meeting,  I  must  be  nndentood  to  asraroe  a  position  of 
NEUTRALITY,  not  with  reprd  to  those  great  principles  and  ohjecU  which  it  is  well 
known  Britain  in  general,  and  our  denomination  in  particular,  hare  maintained  and 
prometed,  bnt  with  regard  solely,  to  tbe  imlttical  bearings  of  the  qnestion,  with  which, 
M  ft  atranger,  a  foreigner,  a  vittiier,  J  could  not  attempt  to  intevaioddle. 

I  am,  gentlemen^  yours  respectfully,  F.  A.  COX. 

This  note  was  hailed  by  the  enemies  of  emancipation  as  expressly  condemnatory  of 
Mr.  Thompson's  agency.  Nobody  asked  or  expected  him  or  hjs  colleague  to  •  meddle 
with  the  polUUal  bearings  of  the  question,'  but  siipply  to  lift  up  their  Toices  againiC 
iUiUffy  <ui  norai  and  religions  grounds. 
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A  public  disoussion  on  American  slavery  was  held  in  the 
Rev.  Dr.  Wardcaw's  Chapel,  Glasgow,  on  the  evenings  of  the 
13thy  14th,  15th^  16th,  and  17th  of  June,  1336,  between  Mr. 
Thompson  and  Robert  J.  Breckinridge,  ^  Delegate  from  the 
General  Assembly  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  in  the  United 
States,  to  ihe  Congregation^  Union  of  England  and  Wales.' 
Mr.  T.  was  4he  challenger.  Dr.  Wardlaw  occupied  the  chair. 
In  introducing  the  disputants  to  the  audience,  he  spoke  of  Mr. 
Thompson  in  the  ibllowiog strain:—'  He  requires  no  introduc- 
tion. He  is  no  stranger.  You  know  him.  You  know  his  per- 
son ;  you  know  his  character ;  you  know  his  fientiroent« ;  you 
know  his  eloquence;  you  know  his  zeal ;  you  know  his  devot- 
edness  to  his  cause.  These  you  have  witnessed — ihese  you 
have  approved.'  Even  the  haughty  and  scornful  Mr.  Breck- 
inridge, who  was  so  ready  in  this  country  to  believe  that  Mr. 
T»  was  ^  a  felbs,'  was  compelled  to  say  to  the  audiefice,  in  his 
exordium — '  Their  affections  and  feelings  had  long  been  engag- 
ed to  his  opponent  in  this  cause.'  As  a  full  and  accurate  Re- 
port of  this  important  Discussion,  corrected  by  the  speakers 
themselves,  has  been  very  widely  circulated^  k  is  unnecessary  to 
enlarge  upon  it,  in  this  connexion.  If  any  man  could  have 
successfully  defended  the  American  church  and  the  American 
people,  from  the  charge  of  upholding  that  horrid  system  which 
is  laying  waste  so  large  a  portion  of  God's  heritage,  Mr.  Breck- 
inridge would  have  been  spared  the  shame  and  disgrace  of  an 
overwhelming  defeat ; — for  his  talents  are  of  the  highest  order, 
and  as  a  debater  he  is  fluent,  expert,  eloquent.  No  candid 
mind  can  examine  the  Discussion,  without  perceiving  the  vast 
disparity  existing  between  the  disputants,  not  so  much  on  the 
score  of  tact  and  ability,  as  of  temper,  urbanity,  argument,  and 
veracity.  Mr.  Breckinridgb  seemed  to  find  no  relief  from 
the  burden  of  his  malevolence  toward  bis  gifted  opponent  and 
the  abolitionists  of  Great  Britain,  although  he  discharged  an  un*- 
equalled  quantity  of  bile  upon  them  as  often  as  he  addressed 
his  auditors.  Being  compelled  (to  use  his  own  confession)  to 
*  rely  almost  entirely  upon  mere   memory '    for   his  facts,-T- 
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for  the  all-sufficient  reason,  that  he  could  find  no  documents 
to  answer  his  purpose, — he  behaved  as  one  madly  beating  the 
air,  and  was  filled  with  guilty  confusion  and  wild  desperation. 
His  whole  defence  is  one  great,  glaring  falsehood-— one  mass  of 
bitter  defamation  and  self-evident  contradiction — fierce  in  its 
spirit,  spiteful  in  its  tone,  false  in  its  matter,  and  unhallowed  in 
its  object.  Indeed,  so  utterly  destitute  is  it  of  truth,  and  so 
perfectly  suicidal  are  its  general  statements,  that  even  the  pro- 
slavery  presses  of  this  country  have  been  deterred  from  giving 
it  publicity.  On  the  other  hand,  the  fairness,  the  nuignanimity, 
the  good  temper,  manifested  by  Mr.  Thompson,  under  the 
most  insulting  taunts  and  malicious  provocations,  roust  be  appa- 
rent evfen  to  the  most  prejudiced  reader.  While  Mr.  Breck- 
inridge had  nothing  better  to  depend  upon  than  his  '  memory' 
to  rebut  the  most  solemn  and  tremendous  accusations  against  the 
American  Church,  Mr.  Thompson  sustained  those  accusations 
by  plenary  evidence  in  the  shape  of  official  documents  publish- 
ed by  various  religious  bodies  in  the  United  States,  who  are  hos- 
tile to  all  abolition  movements.  The  result  of  the  discussion, 
therefore,  was,  not  only  to  raise  the  latter  individual  to  a  more 
exalted  height,  if  possible,  in  the  estimation  of  British  christians, 
but  to  deepen  their  convictions  of  our  national  guilt,  notwith- 
standing the  temerity  of  Mr.  B's  assertion,  that  *  there  was, 
properly  speaking,  no  such  thing  as  American  slavery,^  that  *  it 
was  absurd  to  talk  of  it,'  and  that  ^  it  was  not  an  American 
question '  ! ! 

As  it  was  one  of  the  conditions  of  the  discussion,  that  no 
vote  should  be  taken  at  the  close,  expressive  of  the  mind  of  the 
audience,  the  Glasgow  Emancipation  Society  delayed  conven- 
ing a  public  meeting,  *  for  the  purpose  of  expressing  their  own 
judgment,  and  calling  for  the  concurrence  of  their  fellow-citizens, 
till  some  time  had  been  allowed  for  the  circulation  and  perusal 
of  the  controversy,  as  issued  from  the  press.'  It  was  not,  there- 
fore, until  the  1st  of  August,  1836,  that  such  a  meeting  was 
held  in  the  Rev.  Dr.  Heugh's  Chapel,  at  which  the  venerable 
Robert  Grahame  was  called  to  the  Chair  by  acclamation.     Its 
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object  was,  in  the  language  of  the  public  advertisement,  to  *  ex- 
press the  sentiments  of  the  Society  in  reference  to  the  recent 
discussion  on  American  Slavery,  so  far  as  Mr.  Thompson  is 
concerned ;  their  approbation  of  his  conduct  in  the  United 
States ;  their  unabated  confidence  in  him  as  their  Agent ;  and 
their  unalterable  attachment  to  the  great  principle  of  immediate, 
unconditional,  and  universal  emancipation.'  The  audience  was 
numerous  and  highly  respectable.  Addresses  were  made  by 
Drs.  Wardlaw  and  Heugh,  and  several  other  gentlemen.  The 
speech  of  Dr.  Wardlaw  was  one  of  the  happiest  efforts  of  his 
great  and  good  mind,  full  of  moral  sublimity,  lovely  in  its  tem- 
per, eloquent  in  its  diction,  and  worthy  of  all  praise.  After  re- 
ferring in  grateful  terms  to  those  friends  of  the  anti-slavery 
cause  ill  England,  who  had  been  most  active  in  achieving  the 
emancipation  of  800,000  slaves  in  the  British  Colonies,  he  be- 
stowed the  following  panegyric  upon  Mr.  Thompson  : 

'  Amongst  those  to  whom,  on  this  ground,  obligation  ought  to  be  felt  and  expressed 
by  iu»  the  subject  of  the  resolution  I  am  about  to  propose  to  you,  holds  no  inferior 
place.  He  exerted  a  power  over  the  public  mind  of  no  ordinary  amount.  He  brought 
op  the  cause  in  our  own  city,  when  it  had  long  languished  for  want  of  adequate  stim- 
alation.  He  pat  new  life  into  it;  and  be  kept  that  life  in  vigor  till  the  conqoeft  was 
achieved.  We  shall  not  soon  forget  the  triumphant  result  of  his  controversy,  main- 
tained in  this  our  city,  hand  to  band,  foot  to  foot,  with  the  phalanx  of  the  colonial 
interest— headed  at  that  time  by  their  own  chosen  champion— but  a  champion  whom, 
for  their  own  sakes,  I  forbear  to  name — as  I  believe  they  are  all  as  much  ashamed  of 
him  as  we  could  wish  them  to  be.  With  the  ability,  the  zeal,  the  eloquence,  the  en- 
ergy* the  steadfastness  of  principle,  the  exhausting  and  indefatigable  perseverance  of 
our  champion,  we  were  more  than  satisfied.  We  expressed  our  satisfaction;  and  we 
expressed  it  not  in  words  merely,  but  practically.  The  most  decided  and  flattering 
proof  that  can  be  given  of  satisfaction  with  an  agent  whom  we  have  employed  in  one 
work,  is  to  set  him  to  another.  We  did  so.  He  had  done  his  duty  so  nobly  in  the 
home  department  of  the  great  cause  he  had  at  heart,  that,  when  we  had  achieved  onr 
object  in  the  disenthralment  of  the  slaves  in  our  own  dependencies,  and  we  looked 
abroad  upon  the  world  for  other  fields  of  philanthropic  eflbrt,  we  naturally  and  unan- 
imously turned  our  eyes  to  him,  believing  thai  he  who  bad  done  so  well  at  home,  would 
do  equally  well  abroad.*  »  #  »  #  ♦ 

*  On  the  ground,  then,  the  broad  ground  of  universal  phihinthropy,  which  allows  no 
man  to  say,  **  Am  1  my  brother's  keeper  1 "  we  kniked  to  America.  On  the  ground 
of  the  Trans-Ailantic  Slates  owing  their  origin  to  Britain,  and  being  kindred  blood 
with  ourselves,  we  looked  to  America.  On  'he  ground  of  their  having  derived  their 
very  slavery  from  us,  and  having  had  it  fostered  by  our  example,  we  looked  to  Amer« 
ica*  And  when  thus,  in  commoo  with  our  brethren  in  the  Northern  and  Southern 
Metropolis,  we  looked  to  America,  and  resolved  on  a  mission  of  beoevoleooe  to  tbmt 
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Und,  all  eyet  ■imuluneously  loo&ed  to  Oeorg«  ThompMR,  ai  the  nran,  of  all  oebeiVy 
most  emineotly  fined  for  the  charge  of  the  important  and  dilBcult  trust.  We  9enthin> 
to  America.  He  went  with  the  best  •iihefl  of  the  benevolent,  sad  ihe  fervent  prayen  of 
ttie  pious.  He  remained  in  the  faithful,  llaboriotfs'  aiitV  perilous  execution  of  the  commis' 
sion  entrusted  to  him,  as  long  as  itoould  be  done  without  the  actual  sacrifiea  of  lile— > 
till  it  would  have  been  the  insanity  of  hardihood  to  hare  persisted  longer.  He  re- 
turned.  We  hailed  bis  arrival.  We  privately  and  publicly  testified  our  approbation 
of  the  course  he  had  pursued.  The  present  question  is — are  we  now  prepared  to  re- 
tract that  approbation  1  Has  the  ordeal  througlr  which  our  friend  and  commiasioned 
agent  has  recently  passed,  altered  our  minds,  and  disposed  us  to  substitute  fur  it  a 
sentence  of  condemnation  1  Are  we  now  ready  Co  cashier  him,— to  censure  him,— 
to  send  him  to  Coventry, — to  deprive  him  of  his  commiasioBraaddechire  him  disquali- 
fied for  ever  holding  anoiher,  unworthy  of  all  future  service  ?  I  express  my  own 
judgment  in  the  shortest  of  all  monosyllables  :  I  say,  No;  and  the  resolution  which  I 
hold  in  my  hand,  calls  upon  you  to  say.  No.  I  consider  the  recent  controversy  as  hav- 
ing yielded  only  fresh  ground  for  confidence;  as  having  fully  proved  Ihattbe  challenge 
he  had  issued  was  no  empty  bravado,  but  it  was  founded  in  conscious  sincerity,  in  the 
fullest  conviction  of  rectitude  of  principle,  of  truth,  of  facts,  of  force  of  argument,  and 
of  a  fair  prospect,  not  of  mere  victory,  but  of  benefit  to  his  canse.  I  sbrintt  not  from 
saying  of  him  thus  publiely,  what  I  have  said  more  privately  in  the  Committee,  that 
I  consider  him,  in  this  as  in  former  controversies,  as  having  borne  himself,  in  every 
respect,  creditably  to  his  character  and  to  his  cause;  to  have  established,  to  the  fuU, 
bis  previous  statements ;  to  have  successfully  vindicated  his  Trans-Atlaotie  proceed- 
iags;  to  have  justified  tlie  condemnation  of  American  colonisation  seheows;  and  to 
have  fairly  fastened  the  guilt  of  slavery  on  the  Government  and  people  of  the  United 
States ;  that  I  consider  him,  in  a  word,  as  having  come  out  of  this  seveD-times-beated 
furnace  unscatlied — witlioul  a  *  hair  of  his  head  singed,  or  the  smell  of  fire  having 
passed  upon  him.'  If  this  meeting  are  of  one  mind  with  me,  they  will  aeoepi  the  fol- 
lowing resolution  :— 

*  Resolved,  That,  in  the  deliberate  judffment  of  this  meeting,  the  wish  aimounoed 
by  Mr.  Ueorge  Thompson  to  meet  publicly  an]^  antagonist,  especially  any  minister  of 
the  Gospel  from  the  united  States,  on  the  subject  of  American  Slavery,  or  on  any 
one  of  the  branches  of  that  subject,  was  dictated  by  a  well-founded  consciousness  of 
the  integrity  of  his  purpose  and  assurance  of  the  correctness  of  his  facts  :-'-and  that 
the  recent  discussion  in  this  city,  between  him  and  the  Rev.  R.  J.  Breckinridge,  pi 
Baltimore,  nas  left,  not  merely  unshaken,  but  confirmed  and  augmented,  tbeir  confi- 
dence in  the  rectitude  of  his  principles,  the  purity  of  his  motives,  the  propriety  of  his 
measures,  the  fidelity  of  his  statements,  and  the  straight-forward  honesty  and  un- 
daunted intrepidity  of  his  zeal. 

*  I  conclude  by  saying,  that,  in  consequence  of  the  recent  discussion,  George 
Thompson,  instead  of  having  sunk,  has  risen  in  my  estimation,  both  as  to  personal 
character  and  as  to  ofiicial  ability  and  trustworthiness ;  and  never  stood  higher  in  my 
regard  than  at  the  present  moment.* 

Of  Mr.  Breckinridge,  Dr.  W.  said — ^  I  canDOt  but  coDdemn 
the  contumelious  and  sarcastic  bitterness  of  some  of  his  person- 
alities, and  I  conceive  him  to  have  failed  in  argument  on  every 
point  that  was  worth  contending  for.  His  defence  of  the  min- 
isters and  churches  of  America  was  feeble,  inefficient,  and  fruit- 
less.    The  facts  against  him  were  overwhelming.^ 
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MASSACUPSCTTS. 

As  the  message  of  Gov.  Everett,  of  January  last,  was  no| 
laid  before  the  Legislature  of  this  State,  in  season  to  be  exam- 
ined in  the  last  Annual  Report,  it  would  be  unpardonable  to  suf- 
fer that  servile  document  to  pass  without  notice  or  condemna- 
tion, in  the  present  Report.  A  considerable  portion  of  the 
mes9age  was  occupied  with  the  subject  of  slavery,  which  was 
jtreated  in  a  manner  calculated  to  shock  the  friends,  and  to  ani* 
mate  the  foes  of  human  liberty,  universally.  '  In  this  State^ 
and  several  of  our  sister  Stales,*  says  the  Governor,  *  slavery 
has  long  been  held  in  public  estimation  as  an  evil  of  the 
FIRST  magnitude.'  To  sustaiu  his  assertion,  he  gravely  adcfs, 
that  the  Union  could  not  have  been  formed,  if  the  incorporation, 
extension  and  preservation  of  this  '  evil  of  the  6rst  magnitude  * 
had  not  been  expressly  guarantied  to  the  South  by  the  North 
as  '  a  point  of  the  highest  public  policy  M  And  he  further  adds, 
that  *  every  thing  that  tends  to  disturb  the  relations  created  by 
this  compact  is  at  war  with  its  spirit.'  So  that  whoever  under* 
takes  to  oppose  « an  evil  of  the  FIRST  MAGNITUDE,'  and 
to  call  for  its  suppression,  is  a  disturber  of  the  peace,  a  recre- 
ant American,  and,  in  the  opinioti  of  his  Excellency,  may  be 
^  prosecuted  at  common  law.'  He  soothingly  informs  the  peo- 
ple, that  ^  a  conciliatory  forbearance  would  leave  this  whole 
painful  subject  where  the  Constitution  leaves  it,  with  the  States 
where  it  exists,  and  in  the  hands  of  an  all- wise  Providence, 
who,  tTt  his  own  good  timcy  is  able  to  cause  it  to  disappear,  like 
the  slavery  of  the  ancient  world,  under  the  gradual  operation  of 
the  gentle  spirit  of  Christianity.'  And — with  marvellous  con- 
sistency— in  order  to  induce  the  yeomanry  of  this  Common- 
wealth to  make  a  truce  toith  oppression^  he  tells  them  *  to  imi- 
tate the  example  of  our  fathers, — the  Adamses  and  Hancocks, 
and  other  eminent  patriots  of  the  revolution,  fresh  from  the 
battles  OF  liberty'  !  He  might  just  as  pertinently  have 
cited  the  example  of  the  Apostles,  in  their  attacks  upon  ancient 
idolatry,  as  a  dissu8<;ion  from  the  foreign  missionary  enterprises 
of  the  present  day  !  If,  as  the  Governor  affirms^  the  CoostituH 
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lion  has  nothing  to  do  with  slavery,  but  '  leaves  it  with  the 
States  where  it  exists/  then  slavery  cannot  claim  any  constiti*- 
tional  sanction  or  support^  and  is  not  '  a  relation  created  by  the 
compact/  Like  intemperance,  lewdness,  gambling,  or  any  other 
•  evil,'  whether  of  *  the  first  magnitude  '  or  otherwise^  it  may  be 
combatted  without  disloyalty,  nay,  it  may  not  be  tolerated  with- 
out great  criminality.  It  may  be  fairly  doubted,  whether  Gov* 
Everett,  if  be  had  lived  cotemporary  with  '  the  Adamses  and 
Hancocks,  and  other  eminent  patriots  of  the  revolution,'  would 
have  dissuaded  them  from  fighting  ^  the  battles  of  liberty,'  or 
mocked  them  with  the  assurance  that  '  an  all-wise  Providence, 
m  his  own  good  time,'  was  able  to  cause  their  oppression  to 
disappear — and,  therefore,  they  had  belter  *  leave  the  whole 
painful  subject '  with  old  King  George  and  Lord  North  ! 

While  in  Congress,  a  few  years  since,  his  Excellency  made  a 
bold  defence  of  southern  slavery,  in  the  following  style : 

'  Sir,*  said  he,  Addressing  the  Speaker,  <  I  am  no  soldier.  My  habiu  and  cdacaf- 
tion  are  very  unmililary ;  but  there  is  no  cause  in  which  I  would  sooner  buckle  akoap* 
sack  on  my  back,  and  pat  a  musket  on  my  shoulder,  than  that  of  pottipf  demm  aser* 
▼lie  insurrection  at  the  South '  !  I  '^'-The  skives  of  this  country  are  better  cletkcd 
and  fed  than  the  peasantry  of  some  of  the  most  prosperous  States  of  Europe ' !  t— 
^The  great  relation  of  servitude,  in  some  form  or  other,  with  greater  or  less  de- 
parture from  the  theoretic  eqmaHtyof  men,  IS  inseparablk  fkom  our  xaturb  '! 
— ^  DomeetU  elantry  i$  not,  \n  my  judgment,  to  he  $et  down  a$  an  tmmora/  or 
irreligiouM  relation  '  /  / — *U  it  a  condition  of  life,  as  well  ns  A5T  othkr,  to  be 
justified  by  moralitt,  RELIGION,  and  international  law  '-!  | 

If  such  were  the  impious  jsentiments  of  Edward  Everett 
in  Congress,  it  is  perfectly  in  character  for  him,  as  Governor  of 
this  Commonwealth,  to  say  in  his  annual  message — 

<  The patrioti»m{!)  of  all  classes  of  citizens  must  be  iavoked  to  QC|->  ABSTAIN 
FROM  A  DISCUSSION,^  which,  by  exasperating  tlie  master,  can  have  no  e<Atr 
^ect{!)  than  to  render  more  oppressive  the  condition  of  the  slave;  and  which,  if 
not  abandoned,  there  is  great  reason  to  fear,  will  prove  THE  ROCK  ON  WHICH 
THE  UNION  WILL  SPLIT' ! 

*  So  that  a  system  which  is  full  of  all  uncleanness,  robbery^cmelty,  oppression  and 
murder,  miglit  be  prolonged  ad  infinitum  ! 

t  *  An  evil  of  the  first  magnitude  ' ! 

%  *  Sir,  I  envy  neither  the  head  nor  the  heart  of  that  man  fi^m  the  North,  who  rises 
here  to  defend  skiver*  upon  principle  ! '— Jouii   Rahdolph,  in  reply  to  Mr.  £t- 
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What !  are  the  people  of  Massachusetts  to  be  told, — by  their 
own  servant,  too  ! — what  subjects  they  may,  or  may  not,  exam- 
ioe  and  discuss  !  What !  may  he  stand  up  in  advocacy  of  the 
divine  right  of  SLAVEHOLDERS,  and  may  not  ^A^y— his 
own  constituents — be  allowed  (o  question  that  right !  What ! 
is  that  ^  relation,'  which  is  ^  inseparable  from  our  nature,'  which 
is  ^justified  by  morality  and  religion,'  and  in  defence  of  which 
the  Governor  stands  ready  to  shoulder  his  musket,  too  delicate, 
too  sacred,  to  admit  of  the  slightest  examination !  What ! 
must  freemen  consent  to  be  gagged,  because  tyrants  are  exas* 
perated  at  their  liberty  of  speech!  What  !  is  FREE  DIS- 
CUSSION a  ^rock,  which,  if  not  carefully  shunned,  will  dash 
our  Union  in  pieces  !  Such  are  the  opinions  of  our  present 
Chief  Magistrate.  For  intelligent  men  will  observe,  that  it  is 
yree  discussion — vol  slavery — which  he  thinks  ought  to  be  aban- 
doned !  that  it  is  our  remonstrance  against  the  continuance  of 
^  an  evil  of  the  first  magnitude  ' — not  the  evil  itself- — that  threat- 
ens the  ex'istence  of  the  Union  !  What  more  does  the  Emperor 
of  Austria,  or  the  Autocrat  of  Russia,  desire,  than  that  his  sub- 
jects shall  '  abstain  from  a  discussion '  of  the  principles  of  civil 
and  religious  liberty  ?  What  more  did  the  mother  country  re- 
quire of  our  '  Adamses  and  Hancocks,'  than  that  they  should 
cease  to  declaim  against  taxation  without  representation,  and  in 
favor  of  the  inalienable  rights  of  man  ?  If  the  people  may  dis- 
cuss the  subject  of  human  rights  only  when  it  is  agreeable  to 
the  feelings  of  the  tyrant — ^if  they  are  bound  to  abstain  from  its 
discussion  when  it  exasperates  him — thea  farewell  to  the  hopes 
of  a  groaning  world  !  Yet — a  descendant  of  the  pilgrims,  and 
the  every  day  eulogist  of  our  revolutionary  fathers— dares  to 
affirm,  in  a  high  official  capacity,  that  we,  the  people  of  Massa- 
chusetts, are  solemnly  obligated  to  carry  our  patriotism  so  far 
as  to  be  voiceless,  tongueless,  insensate,  deaf  and  blind,  though 
millions  of  our  fellow-countrymen  are  held  in  galling  fetters— 
though  we  ourselves  are  outlawed,  if  hostile  to  slavery,  in  one 
half  of  our  country  !  What  aggravates  his  guilt  is,  that  he 
wrote  his  message  in  full  view  of  those  dreadful  outrages  and 
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sanguinary  pequisiiioos,  on  the  pari  of  the  South,  which  nre  to 
blacken  the  pages  of  An^erican  history  through  all  time;,  but 
which  he  had  no  disposition  to  rebuke,  and  found  no  occasion 
to  mention. 

Gov.  Eyebett  places  himself  in  a  fearful  atthude,  truly. 
'  There  is  no  cause  in  wbioh  he  would  sooner  buckle  a  knapsack 
on  his  back,  and  put  a  musket  on  his  shoulder,'  than  in  dpf^nce 
of  that  very  *  evir  which  *an  all-wise  Providence,  in  his  own  good 
time,  will  cause  to  disappear ' ! — Thus  we  have  Edward  Ever- 
ett, *  armed  and  equipped  as  the  law  directs,*  versus  Jehovah 
or  HOSTS  !  Again,:  *  Domestic  slavery  is  justified  by  morality 
and  religion  ' — yet  it  is  ultimately  to  disappear  before  *  the  gen- 
tle spirit  of  Christianity.'  Here  we  have  Religio.v  versus 
Christianity  ! 

CALL  YOll  FEKAL  ENACTMENTS. 

Donbtless,  encouraged  by  the  fact,  that  such  a  sturdy  sup- 
Ikyrter  of  slavery  filled  the  gubernatorial  chair  in  this  Common- 
wealth, the  Govfernors  of  Virginia,  North  and  South  Carolina, 
Georgia,  and  Alabama,  transmitted  to  his  Excellency  certain 
documents  emanating  from  the  legislative  bodies  of  those  State?, 
to  be  laid  by  him  before  the  Legislature  of  Massachusetts,  at 
its  last  session.  This  was  accordingly  done,  but  unaccompa- 
nied by  a  atingle  word  expressive  of  surprise  or  disapprobation 
on  the  part  of  th«  Governor,  in  relation  to  their  insolent  de- 
mands. These  documents,  requiring  the  passage  of  a  gag-law 
in  Massachusetts  on  the  subject  of  slavery,  were  referred  to  a 
joint  committee,  consisting  of  Messrs,  hvsr  and  Cuapin  of 
the  Senate,  and  Messrs.  Lucas,  Cohbett  and  Mosei.y  of  the 
ffoa^e. 

By  order  bf  the  Managers  of  this  Society,  the-  Correspond- 
tog  Secretary  (Rer.  Mr.  Mat,)  addressed  a  letter  to  tfie  ChaFr- 
inan  of  this  Committee,  asking  permission  to  appear  before 
them,  and  show  reas(  ns  why  there  should  be  no  legislative  ac- 
tion, condemnatory  of  the  abolitionists.  The  request  was  grant- 
ed ;    and  on  the  4th  of  March,  the   proposed   interview  took 
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place,  in  the  chamber  of  the  Representatives.  Of  the  insolent 
and  despotic  manner  in  which  the  Chairman  (Mr.  GcoftCiE 
LuNt)  behaved  on  that  and  a  subsequent  occasion,  the  people 
of  this  Commonwealth,  and  the  whole  country,  have  already 
been  informed.  Nothing  could  have  been  more  ungenilemanly 
or  outrageous.*  The  gentlemen  who  addressed,  <ir,  rather, 
tvho  attempted  to  address  the  Committee,  (for  they  were  all, 
thore  or  less,  prohibited  a  free  utterance  of  their  sentiments,) 
were  Messrs.  Ellis  Gray  Loring,  Samuel  E.  SewaLl,  Sam- 
uel J.  May,  Charles  Follen,  Wjlliam  Goodell,  and  Wm. 
Lloyd  Garrisox.  The  occasion  was  one  of  deep  and  solemn 
interest,  and  drew  together  a  highly  respectable  audience, '  made 
dp  of  refined  ladies,  (among  them  the  celebrated  Miss  Harriet 
Martineau  of  England,)  members  of  the  Legislature,  highly 
educated  men,  and  religious  and  moral  citizens.'  Tlie  speeches 
tvere  characterized  by  an  earnest  spirit,  a  grave  manner,  deep 
feeling,  and  uncommon  intellectual  power,  in  all  respects  worthy 
of  that  great  crisis.  Posterity  will  read  them  with  delight  and 
admiration. 

In  their  Report,  the  Committee  eulogize  the  slavish  demands 
of  the  South  upon  the  Legislature,  to  enact  pexal  laws  for  th^  < 
suppression  of  anti-slavery  societies,  meetings  and  publications, 
as  ^  of  the  most  solemn  and  affecting  character  '—as  ^  appeals 
to  our  justice  as  men  ;  to  our  sympathies  as  brethren  ;  to  our 
patriotism  as  citizens ;  to  the  memory  of  the  common  perils 
and  triumphs  of  our  ancestors  and  theirs  ;  to  all  the  better  emo- 
tions of  our  nature ;  to  our  respect  for  the<]!onstitution  ;  to  our 
regard  for  the  laws  ;  to  our  value  for  the  institutions  of  our  coun- 
try ;  to  our  hope  for  the  security  of  all  those  blessings  which 
the  Union,  and  that  only,  can  preserve  to  us '  I ! !  They  furtl^r 
declare,  that  '  the  right  of  the  master  to  the  slave  is  as  undoubt- 

*  Dr.  Gamaliel  Brmlford  nnJ  Georn  Boml,  Esq.  (at  the  seconil  interview,)  were 
•o  inJigniint  in  witneMing  liin  aoandaiuus  bciiuviour,  that,  thoii^i  not  connected  with 
the  anti-iflavery  cause,  they  remonstrated  in  decisive  and  eloquent  terms  ngkirist  such 
treatment.  Hon.  Mr.  Whilmarsh  in  the  Senate,  and  Rol)ert  Rantoul,  George  S.  Hil- 
lard,  and  O.  H.  DurHee,  Emip.  in  the  House,  declared  in  their  place  that  ih<«  commit* 
tee  were  highly  blameworthy — Mr.  Mosely  exceptJod,  who  behaved  in  A  vtsty  booort* 
ble  manner. 
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ed  as  ihe  right  to  any  other  property ' — that  *  any  attempt^ 
whether  direct  or  indirect,  to  deprive  him  of  this  property,  as  of 
any  other,  is  a  violation  of  the  fixed  laws  of  social  policy,  a$ 
well  as  of  the  ordinary  rules  of  moral  obligation ' — that  *  hb 
argument,  that  the  property  is  his  own,  would  seem  to  be  unan- 
swerable ' — that  '  they  [the  Committee]  feel  that  the  conduct  of 
the  abolitionists  is  not  only  wrong  in  policy,  but  erroneous  in 
morals  ' — that  it  is  their  duty,  *  so  far  as  may  be  in  their  power, 
to  recommend  those  measures  which  may  seem  best  adapted  to 
stay  the  progress  of  the  evil ' — fac.  &c.  Moreover,  they  en- 
dorse all  the  violent  and  calumnbus  charges  brought  against  the 
abolitionists  by  the  South,  as  strictly  applicable.  Finally,  they 
append  to  their  Report  a  string  of  resolutions,  '  expressing  their 
entire  disapprobation  of  the  doctrines  avowed,  and  the  general 
measures  pursued,  by  such  as  agitate  the  question  of  slavery  ' — 
and  urging  them  ^  to  leave  the  whole  afiair  in  the  keeping  of  a 
merciful  Providence,  who  will  not  require  of  any  man  or  nation, 
an  unreasonable  account ' !  But  they  say  nothing  about  the 
enactment  of  any  penal  laws  ! 

The  Report,  though  ordered  to  be  printed   by  the  Senate, 
.  was  laid  upon  the  table,  to  find  an  eternal  sleep.* 

IMPORTANT    DECISION. 

In  August  last,  the  Supreme  Judicial  Court  of  Massachusetts 
unanimously  decided,  in  the  case  of  the  slave-child  Med,! 
brought  by  one  Mary  Slater  from  New-Orleans  to  Boston,  that 
*  an  owner  of  a  slave  in  another  State  where  slavery  is  war* 
ranted  by  laWy  voluntarily  bringing  such  slave  into  this  State^ 
has  no  authority  to  detain  him  against  his  will,  or  to  carry  him 
out  of  the  State  against  his  consent,  for  the  purpose  of  being 
held  in  slavery^     This  opinion  was  delivered  by  Shaw,  C.  J. 

*  At  the  next  election,  the  Hon.  Mr.  Lunt  could  not  be  re-etected  on  acooont 
of  bit  Report.     He  could  not  obtain  even  a  nomination  aa  a  candidate  fur  the  Senate ! 

t  See  the  pamphlet,  containing  the  ArgumenU  of  Coaniel,  on  both  tides,  and  the 
Opinion  of  the  Court,  in  the  case  of  Commonwealth  vt.  Avet.  This  tuit  wai  prote- 
etited  by  that  watchful,  heroic,  unfaltering  band,  the  BostoH  Fkmalb  Anti^la- 
TCRT  Society.  It  is  to  WOMAN,  therefore,  that  Humanity  owes  this  great  decis- 
ion. Those  indefatigable  friends  of  human  liberty,  Samuel  R.  Sewalt  and  Ellis  Gray 
Loring,  Esqrs.  assisted  b/  Rufus  Choate,  Esq.  conducted  the  pl«a  for  the  Common- 
wealth. 'Im  Argument  of  Mr.  Loring  was  a  masterly  eflbrt,  and  has  obtained  for 
him  no  small  amount  of  honorable  anifandnring  renown* 
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CONCLUSION. 

tOCh  We  bare  extended  tkit  Report  much  beyond  the  limits  aMigned  by  at  at  tlie 
iNitMC  i  and  yet»-^-flo  erentAil  has  been  tlie  past  year«  so  fraiif  ht  with  good  and  evil  to 
our  blessed  caiise»  so  crowded  with  occnrrences  worthy  of  being  chronicled  in  these 
pnges»— we  have  scarcely  giren  a  bird's-eye  view  of  what  has  transpired,  or  of  whal 
imroeJmtely  remains  to  bo  accomplished.  Althoogh  the  progress  of  anti-sbvery 
principles  has  been  rapidly  onward,  and  the  number  of  anti-slavery  converts  tmly 
multitadiooos — and  although  a  thousand  incidents  have  served  to  cheer  our  hearts  and 
strengthen  our  hands,  mightily — still  we  have  preferred  rather  to  dwell  open  the  for- 
midable obstacles  yet  to  be  overcome,  and  the  fearful  crisis  yet  to  be  enooontered, 
than  to  recount  the  number  of  our  triumphs,  or  indulge  ourselves  by  reposing,  even 
pro  tempore,  upon  the  toils  of  the  past.  It  is  allowable,  indeed,  occasionally  to  stop 
and  survey  the  ground  won  from  the  enemy,  by  way  of  encoumgement  in  the  strife  of 
Christ  with  Belial :  but  it  is  better  always  to  be  occupied  with  thoughts  of  new  con- 
quests, while  the  Prince  of  Darkness  retains  his  supremacy,  than  to  be  admiring  the 
trophies  we  have  gathered  in  our  past  encounters.  It  is  certainly  yet  problematical, 
which  of  the  two  deadly  antagonists  now  struggling  for  mastery  in  eur  country,  LIB- 
ERTY or  SLAVERY,  will  prove  victorious.  It  is  ^-et  extremely  doubclbl,  whether 
our  laud  is  recoverable  from  the  terrible  maladies  preying  upon  her  constituttoa. 
Whib  these  things  are  so,  it  behooves  us  all  to  lie  ware  how  we  suffer  ourselves  to  be 
deluded  by  the  notion,  tliat  the  danger  has  passed,  and  all  is  safe. 

During  tlie  past  year.  Death  has  been  busy  in  selecting  victims  of  no  ordinary 
worth,  of  no  limited  in6uence,  from  our  long-extended  ranks.  Among  those  *  shining 
marks,*  at  whom  his  poisoned  arrows  have  been  foully  aimed,  are  those  late  venera- 
ble and  patriarchal  phiUinthropisU,  MOSES  BROWN  of  Providence,  R.  I.  and 
GEORGE  BENSON  of  Brooklyn,  Connecticut— the  btter  formerly  the  President  of 
this  Society  when  it  was  known  by  the  title  of  the  Now-EngUnd  Anti-Slavery  Soci- 
ety. '  They  being  dead,  jet  speak.*  Three  of  the  Signers  of  the  Declaration  of  the 
National  Anti-Sbvery  Convention,  have  also  falbii—THOMAS  SHIPLEY  and 
Dr.  EDWIN  P.  ATLEE,  of  Phlbdelphia,  Pa.  (members  of  the  Society  of  Frieuds, 
and  pre-eminently  distinguished  for  their  active  phibnthropy  and  tirebsa  aeni,) 
and  the  Rev.  DANIEL  S.  SOUTHMAYD,  an  early  and  efficient  supporter  of  the 
anti-sbvery  cause.  Another  strong,  unblenchiiig  and  most  lovely  coadjutor  perished 
in  the  youthful  yet  perfectly  mature  person  of  HENRY  EGBERT  BENSON,yottng. 
eet  sou  of  the  lamented  George  Benson,  and  bte  General  Agent  and  Recording  See- 
reUry  of  this  Society.  On  the  roll  of  American  phibnthropisU,  the  name  of  tbb 
young  martyr  should  shine  among  the  best  and  brightest — for  lie  hastened  bis  exit  by 
his  Bfimitigated  bbors  to  loose  the  sbve  from  his  chains.  As  the  publication  of  tbb 
Report  has  been  debyed,  we  are  called  upon  to  record  the  loss  ot  another  most  val- 
mibb  and  widely  bmented  co-bborer.  Miss  ANN  GREENE  CHAPMAN,  daughter 
of  Henry  Chapman,  Esq.  and  one  of  the  most  efficient  members  of  the  Boston  Fe- 
mab  Anti-Sbvery  Socbty.  She  died  suddenly,  with  the  peace  of  Heaven  resting  od 
her  brow  and  the  bve  of  God  burning  in  her  soul — bequeathing  (among  other  benev- 
olent charities)  one  thousand  dolbrs  to  the  American  Anti-Sbvery  Society,  and  her 
exanpb  to  mankind— a  legacy  both  rich  and  rare. 

But  we  can  spare  these  beloved  friends.  Our  trust  is  not  in  an  arm  of  flesh,  but  ia 
the  Lord  Almighty.  It  is  HU  gbrioos  prerogative  to  undo  the  heavy  burden,  break 
•very  yoke,  and  bt  the  oppressed  go  free.  *  Hath  be  said,  and  shall  ha  not  do  it  1 
Hath  he  spoken,  and  shall  it  not  come  to  pass  1*] 
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To  the  CoirespondiDg^  Secretary  of  tlie  Maisaeliittetts  Aiiti* 
Slavery  Society* 

On  rsAiiiiig  th«  nccuunt  of  dK:  iati  aanual  meeting  uf  ilie  MfiNiidiufettt  Anij^Blii- 
vpry  Sucieii^ ,  my  HU^ntiun  vtaM  ]»ar(ktibily  arrreilcd  hy  iLitiL  pt.ii  L  uJ  Mr*  JtibnAijnV 
KtHsecUi^  iti  vvhiclii  lie  givei  an  iicirrjiipl  uf  -a  mu^t  liarljuiruuii  tuurJiT^fHr  i^liicli,  liesiut^j^^ 
Uk  i¥»fl  nil  t?ye-witnP!i0,  As  it  I4  rv|K>rtP(t,  it  h  witli^ul  imme^  or  ihite^  or  jtliicCf  and 
rjiji  cUiei  !■  (^iveit,  liy  wtilcti  ifs  tniLli  ur  ikbtiy  can  be  bruMglit  lu  the  letL  The  llev. 
't>r^  DwiglUi  tiT  bia  isiifcni  eiJkd  Urcetilifzld  Hillj  publiALcd  in  IT94,  dUihIm  to  a  miiai- 
hir  cwm  ol  cruvliy  in  4he  fu  lb  wing  laim  : 

'  WKy  ("irfrifiH  ilia  life -Mood  from  ihiit  frnmlc'e  tliruat  ? 
■Slii:  ^prinkkJ  gruvy  on  «i  gue^^iV  n(;w  cif^u!  ' 

Thnt  Ji  ifiurder,  cf|Mally  atrociuas,  w«»  comtniiicd  in  Gcor^lA,  abqnl  eiglit  ^cars  Afier- 
wnnl,  Mr.  JoltnE^un  podilivcty  di^lfirci.  Hie  Flory]  nhich  I  t^ak  fioin  Ida  own  lipt, 
ifl  in  i^iibstuiire  u»  fulltrHK  : — 

*  !  3iin  a  fliiiite  af  Afrif-ii,  nnd  belong  to  ilic  Khr.B  tribe,  wbo  reside  in  ihe  inferior 
innny  kiindrod  mil!??,  n  91  \  vvpika*  joiinify  frpin  ihc  mnuiJi  nf  lh«  Gathbtii,  1  w*a 
kidiiHipfK'ii  vvhfii  1  vv^ia  sdiuiu  I  ho  ii^r  nf  nine  yojiip,  by  |}cr?one  of  the  Vey  (lil^,  und 
was  IjmijgJit  duivii  lo  tbp  cuJiiit  Hour  Ciijte  JUijimt^  und  jS4j»ld  to  a  Dr*  JlritnJng£|  wb© 
HO  I J  1110  t*}  C;i[i^  Bdwnrd  Ihij^n  *J^i  Xow|j4>rt,  by  ivtiohi  I  w-At  broirglu  tn  £^n\iinnHb  ill 
Lhi*  »lii|i'  ItiinLer,  erimniuniicd  by  CnpL*  Hubert '^Vatl  nr  Watt#«  1  was  [U«ji  iMdd  (0 
ConMncidurf?  Olher  Buivoi^  ivhrj  mnt  foe  to  n  Mr,  NetAiDnn,  to  Icuirn  lu  work  on  ti 
fiirni  lit  n  pi  11  re  c  si  Hod  Wbiti:  IMufn  In  ruiiet-iiuriico  uf  bdug  vlbijipeiU  1  roiurued  tu, 
CtfmnioJorc  Buvvtn,  vvIki  muvcti  lo  Finu  Diirri'n,  lli^n  itJ  Aiigu^ln,  w  litre  lit  tuihglit  u 
duel  with  11  M:*ji:Jr  iJennis,  by  %v]ioiii  lie  \v115  i^hot  in  the  hip,  11  nd  died  in  uboui  two 
mniiLti^.  By  hie  ivjH,  hv  tet  UIh  two  ^hiv^d„  IlLi|dt»k^t  uikI  niyuell,  free  »t  his  death. 
Thii  will,  his  nephew,  J abtXit  viuhile^l,  by  rolling  EJifihuloi  to  11  Mn  !!5eieni  Joiiej»  of 
Auguati,  and  kce|}ing  mo  imliiwruliy  ns  bii  alh^e.  After  u  l>w  ^cnisj  J;ibez  BoHen 
Will  clioaiin  a  Judgt^  uf  thi::  Circuit  Court.  While  he  waa  in  b'i)vannaU»  lie  liuu^ht 
eliftei)  slufei,  tordt  I  hem  !o  WRyiieKbnra%  thence  he  rplurned  to  f^l^nvnannhp  ibenee  to 
BtiHuek  eoiiniyi  tlience  un  hi»  cjreuit  to  Elbnghum,  thenre  to  Si-  JIlsry'A.  At  thu 
place,  ubciot  the  your  1U02,  there  was  n  ditiner  pnrly  nt  tlie  hou^e  of  n  Mr.  MolnLodu 
There  wt-ro  lU  the  mble,  lawyers  Butlock  and  Flournoy,  Juftge  >liicbetl,  Chriatoplitr 
OIney  nf  Providc^nce,  nnd  tJis  mietrei^  or  Cf»nrubine  uf  McJniu«b»  During  tlief^iirmg, 
Mr-  Itidli>rk  raUed  to  Del  in,  a  fdnve  ntioul  17  yenra  of  ege,  lu  Jmnd  liim  itie  gruTv^ 
(She  did  fiOj,  und  in  doing  it.  iiecidentuUy  fpilt  auine  of  it  on  the  goivnof  Uic  feiiutio  iil 
tho  liiblc.  Oil  i>eoin«  ibis,  Melntn#h  roie  in  great  wrutli^  seiitcfl  the  curvieg -knife 
with  oni;  hmid,  nnd  Uehu  with  the  otber,  drugged  her  (o  tlie  wood  pik,  and  cut  brr 
thrtmt  \  I  !:^lie  died  la^tiitiEly.  Some  of  the  gtiesta,  with  myireJlt  ruahed  lo  ibe  iloor 
and  witnetsed  the  irannnrtion.  Mr.  Attlntubh  drofrpe^i  the  knife,  and  calied  fvr  h 
Ikiwl  uf  wrtter  tt>  wiinh  his  liand*.  Mr*  OIney*  iiui  U^ing  li-cd  to  *  ihmr  w:iv*/  iiriine* 
diiitely  cnlEod  for  bift  lir^r^e,.  and  rmle  off,  ancrn-aB  told  tbc!:  next  J;iy  thut  belied  Ijciier 
'return  to  the  JNortb,  thnin  tind  lUult  with  llieir  cu^ilunifi.  In  a  Jew  yettre,  luj  mnsler 
IbrH-en  bee»ine  rlfM-nngcd,  nnd  wna  tsikeii  tu  Providence^  ibt^nee  to  UxbrMgc  4iy  liif 
brother  Henry,  luid  pet  under  the  rare  of  a  l>r<  WillAid.  Home  lime  after  thm^  Jie 
ber:mie  rnlionali  ;inJ  reiiinie^J  to  IVovidencc ;  became  def {J nged  af^^tn,  and  v^^a  ^ciit 
tci  Pbilto]til|>hi:i}  wliere  be  dieri.  Frnm  Provideoce  I  r:in  awiiy  lu  BoMon,  v%bere  I 
was  tiiken  a  ltd  put  in  j»il,  in  wbieb  1  aiaid  feven  dar«,  but  wti&  sent  bnek  t^  Fran- 
4em9mt  wbere  I  teui^uneil  a  year  or  two,  Qod  wa^t  tlieo  legally  lAanttmitted.' 

Herp*  Sir,  ive  hafe  the  p^riiculArs  of  tlie  burr  id  transact  ion.  !f  ibej  are  true,  ilie 
fiend  Mclatotli,  waj  only  an  imstaior  of  liia  bruther  fiend,  the  St.  Dnmingo  ptnuter. 
If  r.dj!e,  the  frien^a  of  humanity  wid  rejoice^  thuugh  at  the  ex|)enfO  of  Mr.  Jobnaod'a 
\erticHy.  Let  the  in^esiigatioo  be  made,  sind  the  truih,  wbatefcr  it  i#,  be  made 
Ifoown.  Vdura  truly,  JOSHUA  OOFFIN. 

•  See  Frocecilingfl  of  tha  Society,  pnge  xw'u 
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lOAJMAoanrsirrni  amtx-wejlvbxit  Booanlt, 


AT  ITS 


HELD  AT   BOSTON,  JAN.  25,  183*7,  IN  THE  LOFT  OF  THE  flTABLK 
ATTACHED   TO   THE   BfAKLBORO'    HOTEL. 


TfiE  meeting  was  opened  by  an  appropriate  prayer,  by  Rev.  Mr.  Fitch  of  Boston; 
the  President,  JOSEPH  SOUTHWICK,  Esq.  of  Boston,  in  the  Chair. 

The  Report  of  the  Board  of  Managers  was  called  for ;  when  Mr.  Garrison,  the 
Corresponding  Secretary,  rose  and  apologized  for  not  having  been  able  to  submit  the 
Report  to  the  Board,  for  want  of  time  to  prepare  it  in  season ;  and  therefore  he  alon« 
was  responsible  for  the  sentiments  it  contained. 

Before  proceeding  to  the  reading  of  the  Report,  he  also  remarked,  that  there  might 
be  some  fears,  on  the  part  of  the  audience,  in  regard  to  the  security  of  the  Loft;  bat 
he  assured  them  that  the  6oor  was  well  propped ;  and  he  felt  gratified  with  the  con^ 
sciousness  that  Abolition  to-day,  as  on  every  day,  stands  upon  a  stable  foundation. 
(Appbuse.) 

Mr.  Garrison  then  read  the  Report,  which  was  listened  to  with  profound  attention, 
and  received  with  much  applause. 

Rev.  Moses  Thacber  moved  that  the  Report  be  accepted,  and  printed  under  the  di- 
rection and  supervision  of  the  Board. 

Rev.  Mr.  MAY  said,  this  Report  contained  just  what  was  needed  in  the  present 
emergency.  A  delusion  extensively  prevails,  on  the  subject  discussed  in  that  docu- 
ment. It  is  said  we  cannot  touch  slavery  in  the  District  of  Columbia.  Sir,  we  can 
touch  it;  and  this  Report,  which  so  ably  maintains  the  true  ground,  on  thu  subject, 
ought  to  go  fortli  throughout  our  whole  country,  with  the  sanction  of  this  Society. 

Mr.  THACHER  said,  he  was  fully  prepared  to  aaopt  the  motion  of  Mr.  May;  and 
he  hoped  the  Board  would  take  special  care  that  Senators  and  Members  of  Congress 
be  sopplied  with  copies  of  it.  It  is  the  very  thing  we  need.  It  shows  ui  what  we 
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%re,  and  what  we  mtttt  be;  felbd  that  no  roan,  having  put  on  hii  armor,  can  pot  it  o(t 
till  the  victory  is  won.  Sir,  the  great  atruggle  is  yet  to  come*  This  is  evident  from 
the  fact  that  we  meet  here.  Do  *  gentlemen  of  property  and  standing '  think  they  can 
stop  the  progress  of  free  discussion  1  1  trust  that  Abolition  will  this  day  receive  a 
new  impetus.  Let  this  Report  be  published  to  the  extent  of  the  means  of  the  Socie- 
ty ;  and  if  there  are  not  means,  means  must  be  raised.  Let  it  be  sent  through  the 
South,  that  the  despot  may  learn  that  *  the  thing  is  certain,  and  the  interpreution  sure. 

Rev.  Mr.  BRONSON,  of  Boston,  also  sustained  the  motion  in  a  brief,  but  very 
energetic  and  eloquent  manner. 

Rev.  Mr.  GROSVENOR  said,  I  rejoice  that,  at  this  crisis,  this  Report  is  to  go 
out.  It  is  just  what  we  need.  I  hope  it  will  be  a  Report  that  will  sound  through  the 
Slate,  and  reverberate  upon  the  distant  hills  and  mountains  !  I  know  from  what  mind 
it  has  emanated.  Sir,  while  laboring  in  this  cause  in  the  country,  1  have  found  the 
need  of  just  such  a  document  as  this.  The  grand  obstacle  is  not  opposition,  but  apa- 
thy and  error  in  regard  to  the  real  ground  of  danger.  This  is  more  to  be  dreaded 
than  opposition.  The  impression  prevails  extensively  in  the  country,  that  we  are  in 
no  danger  from  the  influence  of  Southern  slavery.  *  It  cannot  be,*  say  the  yeomanry 
who  inhabit  the  hills  of  New  England,  *  that  the  liberties  of  the  North  aro  in  danger.' 
That  Report  is  adapted,  in  every  part,  to  show  that  they  are  mistaken.  We  are  just 
DOW  at  the  point  to  which  every  nation  comes  before  it  goes  to  ruin.  Here  is  our 
danger.  The  Report  shows  it.  Congress  has  trampled  upon  the  right  of  petition. 
Shall  we  here  be  told  that  we  must  not  speak  aught  against  those  in  authority  1  Then 
why  speak  at  all  1  Surely,  if  we  may  not  call  in  question  the  doings  of  those  who 
make  and  administer  our  laws,  we  are  already  slaves.  I  rejoice  to  know  that  it  is 
the  rising  spirit  of  the  country  that  is  to  redeem  this  city.  The  country  are  for  us. 
Witness  the  vote  of  the  General  Court,  granting  us  their  hall.  Shall  we  not  increase 
the  UdO)  till  it  ri»es  still  higher,  till  it  pours  down  and  covers  the  highest  spires  in  this 
city  1  Sir,  it  is  not  tlie  first  time  that  I  have  been  in  a  bam.  When  I  go  back  and 
tell  the  yeomanry  of  the  country  that  I  have  discussed  the  principles  of  liberty  and  the 
rights  of  man  in  a  6am,  in  Boston,  they  will  reply,  <  That  is  nothing  new  to  us;  we 
have  often  discussed  the  same  subject  in  our  barns.    We  undersUnd  iu* 

The  motion  for  the  acceptance,  printing,  and  extensive  circulation  of  the  Report, 
was  carried  unanimously;  and  it  was  resolved  to  take  up  a  collection,  during  the  ses- 
sion of  the  Society,  by  subscriptions  and  donations,  for  the  publication  of  the  Report, 
and  other  purposes*  In  speaking  upon  this  subj^t,  Mr.  Garrison  remarked  that  the 
first  meeting  of  the  Ohio  Anti-Ski  very  Society  was  held  in  a  barn ;  and  one  man  said 
if  the  meeting  had  been  hekl  in  the  church,  he  couM  have  afforded  to  give  only  five 
dollars;    but  now  he  was  rich  enough  to  give  fifty  dollars. 

Rev.  MOSES  THACHER  asked  leave  to  make  a  communication  to  the  society 
DOW,  because  he  nrast  leave  the  city  before  the  afternoon  session.  He  had  recently 
received  a  letter  from  a  lady,  who  had  recently  been  heki  as  property.  Yes,  1*11  call 
her  a  lady  now— she  is  in  the  British  dominions,  in  Halifax— she  is  a  lady  tbers, 
though  she  be  called  a  slave  here.  I  have  had  the  pleasure  of  seeing  her,  and  a  more 
delicate  and  couscientious  kidy  I  have  seldom  seen.  In  the  letter  of  which  I  speak, 
she  requests  me  to  return  her  thanks  to  the  citizens  of  Boston,  for  the  advice,  counsel, 
and  assistance  they  had  given  her,  in  gaining  her  freedom.  She  is  now  where  she 
can  walk  abroad,  without  fear — she  has  escaped  her  pursuers— bloodhounds !  I  feel 
that  a  large  portion  of  these  thanks  are  due  to  those  heroic  ladies,  who  were  able  to 
•maintain  anbrokea  raoks,  and  secure  a  judicious  retreat  lor  their  tifttr,  in  the  hour 
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of  peril.  A  flmh  of  thame  comefl  oTer  my  cheekf ,  that  there  it  not  A  »pot  in  these 
United  States  where  a  fngitive  from  bondage  and  degradation  can  be  safe — that  soch 
a  person,  guilty  of  no  crime,  must  flee  for  protection  to  the  dominions  of  a  power 
with  whom  om*  fathers, but  a  little  while  ago,  contended  for  liberty  of  speech  and  of 
the  press. 

The  Treasurer  (Henry  G.  Chapman,  Esq.)  gave  an  abstract  of  the  Report  of  tha 
receipts  and  expenditures  of  the  Society,  during  the  past  year.  The  reeetpts  had 
been  upwards  of  ^8700,  of  which  all  but  ^89  had  been  expended  under  the  direction 
of  tha  Board  of  Managers. 

AFTERNOON  SESSION. 
FRANCIS  JACKSON,  Esq.  in  the  Chair— prayer  by  Re?.  Timothy  Merritt,  late 
co-editor  of  the  Methodist  Christian  A'drocate  and  Journal. 
Rer.  Mr.  Grosvenor  offered  the  following  resolution  : 

Resolved,  That  immediate  emancipation  being  required  by  God,  is  a  duty,  and  is 
safe. 

Mr.  GROSVENOR  said.  It  is  almost  an  insult  to  the  understandings  of  this  au- 
dience, to  ask  them  to  listen  to  evidence  of  the  truth  contained  in  the  resolution.  Yet, 
as  it  is  never  amiss  to  refresh  recollection,  let  me  refer  them  to  a  passage  or  two  of 
the  Bible ;  for  that  blessed  book  is  the  conier-stone  of  the  edifice  we  are  building.  I 
would  mention  the  22d  chap,  of  Jeremiah.  I  shall  read  but  a  few  of  the  first  verses, 
hoping  that  every  person  here  will  read  the  whole  when  he  goes  home.  It  contains 
important  principles— those  which  we  are  inculcating — those  which  in  candor  he  win 
be  constrained  to  adopt.  *Thu8  saith  the  Lord  :  go  down  to  the  house  of  the  king  of 
Judah,  and  speak  there  this  word.  And  sny  :  Hear  the  word  of  the  Lord,  O  King  of 
Jodah,  that  sitteth  upon  the  throne  of  David,  thou  and  thy  servants,  and  thy  people, 
that  enter  in  by  these  gates.'  God  here  sends  a  message  to  a  government^"*  ibou, 
thy  servants,  and  thy  people.'  And  this  but  developes  the  principles  of  his  own  moral 
governnoent,  and  as  he  is  the  same  yesterday,  to-day,  and  forever,  we  may  safely  infer 
that  he  does  so  now,  and  that  the  principles  of  the  divine  government  apply  to  us.  To 
as,  then,  this  message  comes.  Let  u^hear  it :  '  Thussaitb  the  Lord,  execute  ye  judg- 
ment and  righteousness,  and  deliver  the  spoiled  out  of  the  hand  of  the  oppressor;  and 
do  no  wrong,  do  no  violence  to  the  stranger,  the  fatherless  and  the  widow,  neither 
shed  innocent  blood  in  this  place.'  Here  is  our  authority  for  Abolition.  Here,  on 
this  single  passage  would  I  stand,  and  feel  secure  while  the  bible  stands.  But  I  am 
surrounded  by  all  scripture — for  when  has  God  spoken  in  a  different  manner  1  When 
has  He  said  to  a  government,*  do  unrighteousness  1 '  All  scripture  is  ia  unison  with 
Ihis. 

Mr.  G.  proceeded  at  some  length,  to  riiow  that  this  doctrine  was  applicable  to  out 
government  and  people  at  the  present  time. 

Now  as  to  its  being  safe.  Read  a  verso  or  two  more.  *  For  if  ye  do  this  thing  in- 
deed, then  '—what — O,  *  you  will  have  your  throats  cut ' !  "What  1  will  not  men  hear 
God  1  Will  they  be  scared  by  their  own  fears  when  God  assures  them  of  safety  ?  Is 
not  His  opinion  better  than  that  of  a  worm  of  the  dust  1  0,1  tremble  for  that  man 
who  talks  thus.  What  is  tie  1  Is  he  a  friend  of  God— a  Christian  1  NO.  He  for- 
feits that  character,  and  I  will  not  acknowledge  him  as  a  brother.  I  am  bound  to 
be  plain.  *  Then/  what  1  '  shall  enter  in  by  the  gates  of  this  house,  kings,  sitting 
upon  the  throne  of  David,  riding  in  chariots,  and  on  horses,  he,  and  his  servants,  and 
bis  people.'^Prosperity  shall  attend  thee,  <  then  shall  thy  light  break  forth '  (Is.  IviiL 
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B :  in  referent  to  obeying  God)  <  ai  the  moniiiig,  ind  thise  hethb  ahall  fpriog  (brth 
epeedily;  and  tby  righteoonieM  iball  go  before  thee  :  tlie  glory  of  the  Lord  shmll  be 
thy  rereward,*— read  2  or  8  more  Tertei  for  youraelvei.  *  Light  8H4LL  break 
roRTB.*  Ah !  that  is  what  ii  dreaded.  But  who  dreada  the  light  of  the  moraing  1 
He  who  under  cover  of  darkne«i  hai  been  plundering  hii  neighbor's  ^ooda.  He  who 
hat  been  prowlinR  for  prey-^e  dreads  to  hare  the  light  shine  lest  his  wicked  works 
be  reproved.  <  Thy  health  shall  spring  forth.'  The  nation  is  sick^and  bow  it  woukl 
hurt  it  to  get  well,-~all  at  once !  Why,  what  is  to  be  dreaded  b  thb  1  What  infilt- 
ration !  « O,  do  let  roe  lie  here  a  little  longer,~I  am  sick,  true— but  it  b  ^o  pleaa- 
«nt  to  be  waited  on ;  to  bare  the  attendance  of  physicians  and  the  sympathies  of 
friends— don't  cure  me  too  quick.'    Yes,  our  nation  is  diseased. 

Sir,  I  have  bnen  accused  of  treason.  A  good  Baptist  brother  minister,  in  this  city, 
not  long  since,  a  D.  D.  by  the  way,*  said,  *  Why,  sir,  your  movements  and  designs 
are  treasonable.  You  are  operating  to  subvert  our  government.'  /thought  my  good 
brother  was  mistaken,  certainly.  I  thought  I  was  weaving  a  crown  for  my  country's 
glory.  Unworthy  am  I,  indeed,  but  imagination  and  ardor  go  beyond  ability ;  I 
would  fain  wreath  my  country  with  a  crown  more  illustrious  than  she  has  ever  yet 
worn.  1  would  make  it  of  four  different  materials,  <  Light,'—'  health,'—'  righteoos- 
ness,' — and  <  the  glory  of  the  Lord.'  Out  of  these  four  would  1  weave  a  crown,  and 
could  I  approach  my  country's  person,  1  woukl  put  it  on  her  head.  Woukl  I  bkish 
then  for  my  country,  before  admiring  Europe  1 — would  I  hang  my  head  in  shame  any 
longer  before  weeping  and  bleeding  Africa  1  Wouki  they— would  my  oonntry- woukl 
my  God  say,  I  was  a  traitor  1  1  believe  not.  Do  not  be  afraid.  When  God  has 
pledged  his  word,  we  ought  to  trust  him.  If  he  has  promised  prosperity  and  honor  to 
the  nution  tliat  will  execute  righteousness  and  do  no  wrong,  but  deliver  the  oppressed, 
there  let  us  leave  the  matter,  and  trust  God  that  all  things  shall  work  together  for 
good. 

But  what  if  we  do  not  as  God  commands  os  1  Read  the  next  verse.  <  But  if  ye 
will  not  hear  these  words,  I  swear  by  myself,  saith  the  Lord,  that  this  house  shall  be- 
come a  desolation.'    What  an  awful  oath ! — what  a  sanction ! — what  a  curse  ! 

A  foct  which  I  remember  from  Livy  has  made  a  deep  impression  upon  my  mind.— 
In  one  of  the  wars  between  Rome  and  Carthage,  in  which  Gracchus  commanded  the 
Roman  army,  and  Hanno  the  Carthagenian ;  Gracchus  on  a  certain  day  saw  that  a 
battle  with  Hanno,  the  next  day,  was  inevitable.  He  did  not  evade  the  neceasity-i- 
but  bow  shoukl  he  prepare  bis  army  1  It  was  a  crisis  in  the  war.  That  battle  wouki 
decide  whether  Rome  shoukl  continue  to  be  free.  He  bad  in  bis  army  many  volunteer 
skives.  He  called  these  together  and  addressed  them,  <  To-morrow  we  meet  Hanno. 
Whosoever  shall  bring  the  head  of  an  enemy,  shall  be  a  free  man.'  A  short  address 
— wliat  was  the  effect  1  *  Lead  os  forth,'  was  the  acolamatioD, '  now  ' — they  cookl 
not  wait.  He  put  them  off,  told  them  to  prepare  their  arms.  At  the  signal  in  the 
mom|pg,  they  were  ready— they  marched  forth,  and,  says  Livy,  *  these  volunteer  slaves 
fought  like  tigers.'  But  word  was  brought  to  Gracchus  that  the  battle  waned  on  bis 
part.  Why  1  '  Every  man  has  in  his  left  hand  the  head  of  an  enemy.*  Gracchus 
exclaimed,  <  throw  down  your  heads  and  contiooe  the  battle,  and  to-dat  gives  yoa 
liberty,' — instantly  tbey  obeyed,  and  inspired  with  courage  more  than  human,  pursued 
and  butchered  the  enemy  till  Gracchus  called  them  off.  He  called  them  together  next 
morning  and— what  did  he  say  1    '  O,  I  shall  have  my  throat  cut,  if  I  let  them  all 

*  ''^J^Mxt  dar  explained  that  the  miniiter  refened  to  did  not  now  rasMe  if  Boston,  but  ia 
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boMM  No*  He  did  not  10  degrade  and  level  hwiiaii  nature.  Kiadneii  meki  the 
beart.  He,  in  the  rasbnete  of  a  modern  abolitionist,  said, '  Romans !  ye  are  all  free* 
men.'  Now  for  the  comment.  What  was  the  influence  on  the  slaves  1  <  They  rent 
Che  sky  with  shoals,  and  stretched  forth  their  hands  to  the  gods,  and  prayed  ibr  liles- 
sings  upon  the  Roman  people.'     (Applause.) 

AMOS  DRESSER  now  gave  an  account  of  the  outrage  inflicted  on  him  in  Nash- 
ville, Tenn.  His  narrative  excited  much  feeling;  especially,  bis  being  befriended  by 
the  *  stranger  *  and  his  wife.  Many  an  eye  glistened  with  emotion  when  he  '  prayed 
heaven  to  reward  her  kindness,'  who  was  willing  to  share  the  risk  of  harboring  him 
in  their  house.  The  narrative  was  substantially  the  same  as  has  been  extensively 
priated  in  the  newspapers,  and  need  not  be  here  repeated. 

Rev.  Mr.  MAY.  Fellow  ciiiiens  I  Can  you  believe  it  1  You  must  believe  it ; 
ibr  both  friends  have  dechired  it  and  enemies  have  boasted  of  it.  It  has  bitn  doM 
—in  our  country,  and  let  every  body  bear  it.  Let  it  go  forth  and  sound  upon  every 
ear,  till  every  heart  is  fixed  and  every  SMin  resolve  to  resist  such  high-handed  en« 
oroachments  upon  the  righu  of  freemen.  You  4iave  heard  Dresser.  Is  he  alone  1 
Yon  are  all  exposed  to  just  such  treatment  There  are  10,000  citisens  of  Massachu- 
setts  who  would  this  day  be  lynched  should  they  lisp  their  feelings  or  their  opinions 
south  of  Mason  k,  Dixon's  line.  Why,  haven't  you  beard  it  1  ^6000  have  been  of- 
fered for  that  man  (pointing  to  Mr.  Garrison,)  by  the  Sute  of  Georgia— and  $10,000 
(anonymously)  for  another  who  once  ministered  at  the  altar  in  this  city,  (Phelps.)  / 
have  received  threatening  letters  from  the  South,  surcharged  with  imprecations  of 
vengeance,  and  telling  me  to  persist  in  speaking  and  writing  against  slavery  at  the 
peril  of  my  head.  And  why  all  this  wrath  1  fVky  7  Wht  1  They  do  not  tell  uf 
—except  that  we  wpiakfor  iibtrty:  that  here  in  New  England — ^the  cradle  of  our 
country's  infancy-— so  near  Plymouth  rock  where  Freedom  first  put  foot  on  our  coun- 
try's shores— here  in  Boston  where  first  freedom  breathed  her  resistance  to  oppression 
— we  dare  to  feel  and  think  and  speak  and  act  as  our  fiithers  did.  If  you  have  Asorte 
you  must  feel,  if  you  have  Aeads  yon  must  perceive  that  the  foundations  of  our  insti- 
tutions are  being  mined,  that  liberty's  temple  totters,  and  that  causes  are  at  work 
which  will,  unresisted,  eflect  its  overthrow. 

We  are  told  to  go  to  the  slave  states  to  speak  against  shvery.  I  say,  we  would  go 
if  you  will  insure  that  we  shall  be  k^ard  before  we  are  lynohed.  There  are  many 
who  would  be  martyrs  if  they  could  but  once  proclaim  the  truth  in  the  ears  of  slave- 
holders. But  there  is  no  chance  of  this.  Judge  Lynch  issues  his  mandate,  and  every 
ttupeeted  abolitionist  is  seised  and  condemned  untried,  unheard.  But  why  go  to  the 
South  1  Have  we  not  >prgudice  and  persecution  and  proscription  enough  to  encounter 
here  at  the  North  1  Are  things  made  right  here  yet  1  Sow  is  it  4n  New  England  1 
«-in  our  own  Massachusetts  1  Are  outrages  regarded  as  they  ought  to  be  1  NO. 
Are  citiiens  protected  as  they  ought  to  be  1  NO.  When  we  petitioned  our  legisla- 
ture, were  we  heard  1  NO.  (No!  No!  No!  responded  other  voices.)  Even  our 
Governor,  in  his  message  roenoly  insinuated— that  is,  said,  it  was  the  opinion  of 
many  good  men,  that  the  abolitionists  were  abusing  the  liberty  of  speech,  and  ought 
to  be  restrained.  Had  he  come  out,  like  a  man,  and  shown  his  face  before  election, 
he  might  have  secured  to  .himself  the  privilege  of  retiring  to  the  <  dignified  station  of 
a  private  citixen.'  (General  Applause.)  1  do  not  say  this  as  a  political  partizap. 
But  I  do  say  that  such  equivocal  sentiments  in  high  places  ought  to  receive  rebuke. 
We  placed  him  there,  and  instead  of  insinuating  that  we  were  abusing  a  heaven-born 
fight,  he  ought  to  have  been  the  first  to  throw  security  around  H.    Ajid  I  •A  yon 
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DOW  whether  we  are  leoored  and  protected  ia  the  IHierty  of  ipeech  1  So  fiir  froa 
public  sentimefit  being  what  it  ooght  to  be>  we  ooeld  not  secnre  a  coniforuble  place 
of  meeting  for  thii  lociety.  We  are  thut  out  of  every  church  and  ball  of  any  size  in 
the  city,  and  driven  to  a  Mable.  Never,  hkter  have  I  felt  to  deeply  aghamed  of 
thii  city.  I  WHM  bom  here,  and  have  always  been  proud  to  say  it,  bat  now  1  am 
aabamed  of  my  own  native  Boitoo.  (Apphuwe.)  But  I  rejoice  to  think  that  there 
if  a  better  ipirit  in  the  eoantry,  a  redeeming  tpirit,  and  I  call  upon  tho«e  who  have 
come  firom  the  country  to  tell  the  city  how  it  k>ok«,  and  shame  Boston  into  decency. 
(Applause.) 

But  I  did  not  intend  to  make  a  speech.  I  got  op  to  ask  yov  whether  yon  would  help 
to  deliver  oar  country  from  reproach,  and  help  to  undo  the  heavy  burdens  and  let  the 
•ppressed  go  firee.  Will  you  give  money  or  pledges  to  sosuin  the  Massachusetts  Anti- 
Slavery  Society  1  Will  you  help  us  to  send  forth  throughout  the  country  a  supply  of 
the  Liberator — that  organ  that  first  began  the  battle  against  oppression,  and  that  now 
is  the  essential  weapon  for  every  thorough  abolitionist.    (Applause.) 

Mr  STANTON  hoped  it  would  be  understood,  to  what  object  the  present  mb- 
seriptions  were  to  go.  In  prosecuting  bis  agency  in  this  State,  it  had  been  a  part  of 
his  business  to  solicit  the  payment  of  pledges  made  at  the  last  anniversary ;  and  he 
ibund  that  many  pledges  were  made  with  the  expectation  that  the  money  was  to  go  to 
the  general  cause.  What  is  now  proposed  goes  to  the  Massachusetts  Aoti-Slavery 
Society. 

He  would  say,  too,  that  he  had  been  greatly  retarded  in  the  duties  of  hb agency,  by 
having  to  tmn  aside  to  collect  these  pledges.  The  business  of  an  agent  is  to  rooee  up 
the  public  mind  that  has  never  yet  been  excited,  not  to  go  about  waking  up  snoring 
abolitionists.  (A  bugh.)  He  had  found  that  abolitionists  the  widest  avrake  at  an 
anniversary,  get  fast  asleep  as  soon  as  they  go  home. 

As  people  were  moving,  he  would  remind  them,  before  he  sat  down,  of  the  sMetiog 
this  evening  at  the  RepresenUtives'  Hall.  Nor  oould  be  refrain  (rom  calling  attention, 
for  encouragement,  to  the  decided  vote  by  which  that  place  was  granted  to  as. 
The  vote  is  a  fair  indefx  to  the  state  of  abolition  throughont  the  Sute.  The  country 
members  voted  for  the  resolution— the  city  members  against  it.  Our  friends  are  in 
the  country,  and  are  numerous  :  and  so  it  is,  you  see — when  BoeUm  votes,  we  go 
into  a  etabh'-bat  when  the  STATE  votes,  #e  go  into  the  STATE  HOUSE.— 
(Great  Appbrase.) 

[It  was  afterwards  stated  by  a  gentleman  in  the  house,  that  all  the  Boeton  delega* 
tion  did  not  oppose  the  resohition.    It  originated  with  a  Boeton  member.] 

Several  pledges  and  donations  were  announced,  both  from  individuals  and  from 
Aoxiliary  Societies.  Amongst  the  latter  was  a  pledge  of  5100  from  the  Boston  Fe- 
male Anti-Slavery  Society, /or  the  mtpport  of  the  Liberator.  (Announced  by  Mr. 
May.    Appbose.) 

EVENING  SESSION. 

Wedttesdat  Eteitiivo,  Jan.  25. 
Society  met  in  the  Representatives'  Hall,  in  the  presence  of  a  crowded  audience, 
many  hundreds  being  obliged  to  go  away,  for  vrant  of  room.    Prayer  was  oflered  by 
Rev.  Mr.  Goodman,  of  Dracut. 
Rev.  Mr.  SCOTT,  of  Lowell,  offered  the  following  resolution : 

Resolved,  That  in  view  of  the  success  which  has  hitherto  attended  the  promulgation 
of  anti-slavery  dootrioea  in  our  land,  we  shoaM  not  be  disheartened,^  but  thank  God 
Mnd  take  courage. 
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liie  HMohtioQ  I  bold  in  my  hand,  mid  Mr.  Scolt,  ukei  a  view  of  tbepastyprafent") 
bod  future.  The  effectt  produced  by  the  promulgation  of  anfi-Blavery  doctrines,  so 
far  from  dispiriting  or  discouraging  us,  should  inspire  us  with  new  zenl  and  fresh 
courage.  It  is  the  promulgation  of  anti-slavery  doctrines  that  has  awakened  public 
attention,  and  produced  this  mighty  movement  throughout  our  land.  And  what  are 
anti-slavery  doctrines  1  They  may  all  be  summed  up  in  one  word  :  Slavery  u  tin, 
and  must  be  immedintely  abandoned.  The  principle  that  one  man  has  a  right  to 
make  a  brute  of  another,  to  sell  him  under  the  hammer,  exchange  him  fur  brutes,  take 
from  him  the  Bible,  and  all  means  of  mental  and  moral  elevatiun,  is  fuDdamentally 
wrong,  whether  practised  by  the  good  or  the  bad.  No  sacredness  of  character  can 
sanctify  it.  A  minister  of  the  gospel  or  a  deacon  of  the  church,  can  have  no  more 
right  than  the  most  vicious  man  in  the  community,  to  make  a  brute  of  his  fellow-man 
I— of  an  immortal  spirit,  destined  to  the  judgment.  This  principle  must  be  abolished. 
Make  it  appear  that  it  is  not  a  bad  principle,  and  then  we  will  cease  to  contend 
vgainst  it.  But,  so  long  as  it  is  admitted  to  be  bad,  we  will  contend  that  it  should  be 
immediately  abandoned. 

The  dectrines  to  which  I  have  alluded  have  been  promulgated,  in  spite  of  opposition 
and  lawless  violence,  in  spite  of  all  the  malice  of  men  and  devils.  It  is  the  success 
which  has  attended  the  promulgation  of  these  principles,  which  innpires  us  with  fresh 
con6dence  in  their  correctness,  and  their  adaptedness  to  accomplish  the  object  we 
seek.  Within  tlie  last  year,  there  has  been  800  per  cent,  added  to  our  cause.  Two 
years  ago,  there  were  but  200  or  250  societies  in  our  land — now  there  are  700  or  800» 
«nd  the  old  ones  have  been  growing  in  numbers.  Our  country  is  awakened;  the  pul- 
pits begin  to  be  q}ened.  Men  of  influence  are  taking  ground  with  us.  Notwithstand- 
ing the  annual  meeting  of  this  society  has  been  driven  into  n  stable,  there  has  been 
success.  In  the  city  that  I  came  from,  we  have  recently  sent  2300  names  to  Con* 
l^ress,  for  the  abolition  of  slavery  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  with  almost  no  effort. 

It  is  said,  <  I  am  an  abolitionist,  except  the  measurea,*  What  do  you  differ  from 
what  has  always  been  the  sentiment  of  our  whole  country  1  Until  very  recently,  no- 
body has  attempted  to  defend  slavery  in  the  abstract.  But,  what  has  this  sentiment 
amounted  to  1  Slavery  has  grown  up  under  it  till  it  is  now  become  a  great  Oak, 
which  defies  the  storms  of  public  sentiment — ay,  the  winds  of  heaven  too  !  But,  ap- 
ply this  objection  to  other  subjects.  Suppose  an  individual  should  say,  <  I  am  benev- 
olent, except  the  measuree,*  What  will  it  amount  to  1  Every  body  is  willing  to  say 
to  the  poor,  *  Be  ye  warmed,  be  ye  filled;'  but  when  we  come  to  tlie  meamrea  for 
feeding  and  clothing  them,  the  miser  starts  back  !  Such  benevolence  does  no  good. 
•Suppose  a  man  should  say,  <  I  am  a  strong  temperance  man,  except  the  meaauree* — 
What  good  will  he  dol  It  is  the  meatwresy  which  have  given  success  to  the  Tem- 
perance Reformation;  and  so  it  is  the  measures  that  must  give  success  to  the  anti- 
akivery  cause.  Ten  or  twelve  years  ago,  many  benevolent  men  felt  as  deeply  on  this 
aubject  as  they  now  do;  but  their  feelings  and  efforts  were  scattered.  Mr.  Jefferson, 
and  William  Wirt,  and  many  other  patriots  and  philanthropists,  have  been  opposed 
to  slavery ;  but  what  has  their  opposition  amounted  to  1  But  the  movements  of  the 
abolitionisU  have  concentrated  these  feelings  upon  one  point,  where  the  rayr  of  light 
will  continue  to  blaae  and  bum,  until  a  fire  is  lighted,  which  will  bum  up  slavery. — 
Suppose  the  Brttish  A  mi -Slavery  Society  had  left  off  the  measures,  what  would  have 
become  of  the  slaves  in  the  West  ladies  1 

But,  it  has  been  said,  we  are  so  severe,  so  harsh,  so  violent  in  our  language.  With 
respect  to  iwveri^  of  language,  ita  propriety  depends  upon  circomstances.    If  troth 
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reqair«8  the  um  of  lerere  langiiafe,  we  are  juftlfiable  in  uaiog  it.  Jeeuf  Cbriit  tLod 
bif  apoftlefl,  and  the  Reformers,  ased  plain  and  pointed  language.  *  The  Declaratton^ 
of  Independence  is  couched  in  severe  language.  Temperance  lecturers  have  used  har^ 
language,  and  toroetimes  spoken  unadvisedly ;  but,  when  has  this  been  brought  as  an 
objection  agaiW  the  cause  they  advocate  1  But  is  there  no  palliation  in  this  case  t 
When  has  a  set  of  men  been  placed  in  more  trying  circumstances  than  the  abolition- 
ists 1  They  have  encountered  hard  speeches,  bitter  revilings,  persecution,  violence. 
It  would  require  them  to  be  superhuman,  never  to  speak  unadvisedly,  never  totay  any 
thing  which  they  ought  not  to  say.  But,  sir,  the  severest  language  ever  used  by  abo- 
litionists, is  calling  slaveholders  nten-stealers  and  robbers.  But,  if  the  doctrine  con- 
tained in  the  Declaration  of  Independence  is  correct,  it  is  true,  that  every  slaveholder 
is  a  man-stealer  and  a  robber.  What  says  it  1  *  We  hold  these  truths  to  be  self- 
evident,  that  all  men  are  bam  equal,  and  endowed  with  certain  inaHenabU  rights, 
among  which  are  life,  liberty,  and  the  jmremt  of  happineeeJ  Now,  if  this  be  a 
&ct,  70,000  chiklren  of  shives,  bom  equal,  are  stolen  every  year,  and  robbed  of  thdr 
liberty  and  the  right  of  seeking  happiness  in  their  own  way.  The  children  at  the 
South  are  bom  as  free  as  the  children  at  the  North.  If  they  are  bom  equal,  as  the 
Declaration  of  Independence  declares,  they  are  entitled  to  the  same  rights,  and  every 
slaveholder,  who  makes  slaves  of  the  children  of  his  servants,  is  a  man-stealer — be 
steals  the  children  and  robs  them  of  their  rights — be  is  a  man-stealer  and  a  robber. 

I  like  to  hear  things  called  by  their  right  names.  Let  a  robber  meet  you  on  the 
highway,  and  forcibly  plunder  yon  of  your  money,  is  it  severe  language  to  call  him  a 
robber  \  But,  which  is  the  greatest  robber,  the  man  who  takes  my  puree,  or  the 
man  who  takes  Myee{f,  my  wife,  my  children,  and  all  I  have  t  It  was  bard  language 
that  the  pirate  used  to  Alexander. 

But,  it  is  said.  Abolitionists  are  obstinate-^headstrong ;  they  brave  public  opinion. 
Ice.  But,  in  maintaining  great  principles,  men  must  be  headstrong  and  obstinate.— 
Daniel  was  obstinate.  He  was  abne,  in  a  strange  land,  a  captive  promoted.  How  im- 
portant that  he  should  maintain  his  influence  and  popukirity  with  the  throne,  for  the 
good  of  his  nation  f  The  modern  doctrine  ofexpediency  would  have  come  in  well  to  his 
aid.  He  might  have  said,  t  can  worship  my  God,  these  thirty  days,  just  as  well  with  my 
windows  clueed,and  then  save  myself  from  being  thrown  into  the  lion*sden,and  my  na- 
tion from  the  kws  of  my  influence.  But,  Daniel  felt  that  When  his  rights  and  the  religion 
of  his  God  were  in  dauger,  then  was  the  time  to  hold  them  with  a  death-grasp. — 
And  so  also,  the  three  Hebrew  children,  as  they  are  called',  were  headstrong.  Accord- 
ing to  the  modern  doctrine  of  expediency,  they  might  have  said,  *  We  can  worship 
our  God  as  well  prostrate,  as  any  other  way — we  will  fall  down  with  the  multitude; 
but  we  will  not  worship  the  golden  image — we  will  pray  to  our  God.  It  is  not  expe- 
dient for  us  to  sacrifice  our  lives,  and  go  into  the  fiery  furnace,  when  our  inflnence  is 
■o  much  needed,  by  our  captive  brethren.''  But,  no^  they  felt  that  it  was  the  time 
above  all  others  for  tliem  to  stand  firm.  The  king  was  witting  to  show  lenity— -he  of- 
fered to  give  them  another  trial ;  but  no— tliey  declared  they  would  not  bow  down  to 
bis  image  of  gold.  Sir,  Daniel  braved  public  opinion-^-these  three  men  braved  pub- 
lic opinion.  If  they  had  followed  the  modern  doctrine  of  expediency,  ihey  would 
have  avoided  these  dangers;  but,  it  will  always  l>e  found,  as  in  their  case,  that  the 
path  of  duly  will  come  out  right.  But,  take  away  our  measures,  and  what  will  be  leftt 
We  want  a  sentiment  that  speaks  out. 
Alj*.  H.  B*  STANTON^  offered  (he  foUowiog  resolutions: 
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Rttohid,  That  th«  District  of  Colnmbia,  being  under  the  exclafive  jurisdiction  of 
Congress  in  ait  cases  whalsoever,  the  existence  of  slavery  and  the  slave  trade  in  that 
District  is  to  be  charged  upon  the  people  of  the  rrf>e  States — is  a  foul  blot  upon  the 
chanicterof  the  nuiiuo — and  ought  to  be  immediately  annihilated. 

Rttohedy  That  tlie  refusal  of  tlte  House  of  Representatives  of  tlie  United  Stalet 
to  read,  refer,  or  discuss  the  memorials  of  THB  PEOPLE,  praying  for  the  abolition 
of  slavery  and  the  sinve'lrade  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  is  virtually  a  daring  denial 
of  the  right  of  petition,  and  an  act  of  high-handed  despotism,  which  ought  to  alarm 
and  arouse  all  the  friends  of  the  Consiitation  and  their  country,  all  who  value  their 
dearest  rights — and  which  ought  to  be  visited  in  retribution  upon  the  heads  of  those 
recreant  representatives  who  voted  in  favor  of  the  outrage. 

In  support  of  these  resolutions,  said  Mr.  8.,  I  sliall  bring  forward  but  few  of  the 
many  reasons  which  might  be  profitably  adduced.  I'he  question  is  often  tauntingly 
put  to  the  abolitioaists,  <  What  have  the  people  of  the  North  to  do  with  slavery  1  We 
admit  it  to  be  an  evil»  moral  and  political — a  »ysiem  of  enormous  wickedness  and 
cruelty  :  but  why  agitate  it  here  1 — why  do  you  not  go  to  the  Soutji  and  labor,  where 
the  evil  exists  1 '  1  answer  these  queries,  said  Mr.  8.  like  a  true  son  of  New  England* 
by  putting  others.  To  my  opponent,  1  say,  <  You  admit  slavery  to  be  a  sinl '  *  Yes.' 
<  That  it  ought  to  be  immediately  abolished  1 '  <  Yes.'  *  That  those  who  have  the 
power,  are  bound  instantly  to  exercise  that  power,  in  its  entire  abolition  1 '  *  Yes.' 
'That  they  are  recreant  to  humanity,  to  tlieir  country,  and  their  God,  if  they  refuse  1* 
'  Yes.'  And  now  ask  what  has  the  north  to  do  with  slavery.  Look  at  tlie  District 
of  Columbia*  the  common  capital  of  this  Republic,  where  7000  MEN,  bearing  the 
image  of  God,  and  touched  with  his  immortal  fire,  are  held  as  goods  and  chattels,  to 
all  intents,  constructions  and  purposes  whatsoever  !  Where  exists  and  flourishes  the 
foulest  slave  market  on  the  fiice  of  the  globe  !  Where  men  are  licensed,  at  $400  a 
year,  to  seU,  at  public  auction  in  lots  to  suit  purchasers,  native  born  American  citixens, 
and  the  money  for  such  license  is  appropriated  to  purposes  of  internal  improvement ! 
Where  a  free  citiien  of  Massachusetts,  on  business  before  the  national  legislature,  may 
be  seised  and  thrown  into  prison,  on  suspicion  of  being  a  slave,  and  if  he  fail  to 
prove  himself  a  free  man,  may  be  sold  into  perpetual  shivery  to  pay  his  jail  fees, 
and  the  proceeds  of  the  sale,  deposited  in  the  public  coffers !  Where  the  slave 
trader  from  the  coast  of  Airica,  with  his  crew,  may  be  condemned  as  Pirates,  and 
hung  at  the  yard  arm,  while  their  ca^go  of  *  human  cattle '  is  sold  to  Franklin  and 
Armfield,  the  proceeds  put  into  the  public  treasury,  and  then  the  American  slave 
trader  may,  under  the  protection  of  American  hiws,  send  them  to  the  New-Orleans 
market,  or  sell  them  in  parcels  to  Republican  Senators!  What  has  Massachusetts  to 
do  with  sUvery  1  Why,  the  stentorian  eloquence  of  her  own  Webster,  pleading  for 
liberty  in  Greece  and  in  Texas,  is  lost  in  the  clamors  of  the  slave  auctioneers,  shout- 
ing, under  the  very  walls  of  the  Capitol,  *  How  much  for  a  citizen  of  Massachusetts, 
sold  to  pay  his  jail  fees  1  Going  !  How  much  1 '  Or,  the  slirill  tones  of  her  own  Ad- 
ams, pleading  for  Constitutional  reform,  are  overpowered  by  the  shrieks  of  American 
mothers,  torn  from  their  infants,  to  be  sold  into  distant  shivery,  desolate  and  heart- 
broken. Thus,  tyrants  laugh  at  our  boasted  equality,  and  the  firiends  of  liberty  dbroad, 
•ink  the  burning  brand  of  hypocrisy  deep  into  the  forehead  of  tJie  Republic.  And 
who  is  responsible  for  all  this  hypocrisy,  treachery,  cruelty  and  crime  1  THE  CON- 
GRESS OF  THE  UNITED  STATES.  It,  according  to  the  U.  8.  Coustitutioo, 
baa  the  power  of  exclusive  legislation  over  the  District  of  Columbia,  in  all  cases  what- 
soever.-^ lavery  and  the  slave  trade  in  the  District,  are  the  creatures  of  law.  In 
1800,  the  Congress  framed  an  act,  confirming  the  acts  oi  Maryland  and  Virginia,  in 
regard  to  said  District,  and  thus  made  their  acts  iu  own.    Tbertfore,  slavery,  with 
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all  its  abominationsi  its  robbery,  its  heacbenism,  its  groans,  ita  tears,  its  blooil}  2tf 
coDtempt  of  God,  in  the  imbruting  of  his  image,  is  the  handy  work  of  Congress*  It 
lives  and  breathes  and  riots  there,  by  the  express  and  special  permission  of  the  pre»> 
ent  Congress.  Yes,  said  Mr.  S.,  while  I  stand  here  to-night,  Congress  might  shiver 
every  fetter  in  ilie  District,  and  its  7000  goods  and  chattels  might  stand  forth  men^ 
redeemed,  disenthralled,  emanci|)ated.  Do  the  Congress  refusal  Thev,  on  the 
admission  of  my  opponent,  1  brand  them  as  recreant  to  humanity,  to  their  country  and 
their  God. 

The /re«  states  are,  in  a  great  measure,  responsible  for  the  continuance  of  this 
dread  evil.  They  elect  a  large  majority  of  the  House  of  Representatives— and  the 
majority  of  the  Senate,  if  we  include  its  presiding  officer; — and  I  call  upon  the  peo« 
pie  of  the  free  stateij,  of  all  political  parties,  to  remember,  that  their  political  infliH 
ence  is  capital,  luancd  them  by  God,  to  be  invested  for  the  abolition  of  slavery  in  the 
District  of  ColumbJa, — that  their  votes  should  be  pledged  to  humunity,  and  their 
names  given  freely  and  iinmediaiely,  to  the  cause  of  the  suffering  and  the  dumb. 

Is  it  yet  asked,  why  do  the  abolitionists  agitate  this  subject  before  the  northern  pub- 
lid  To  aroiMC  the  sovereigns  of  the  nation  to  command  their  servants  to  do  this 
work  in  the  District  of  Columbia  immediately.  It  is  in  vain  that  we  look  to  Con<« 
gress  to  arouse,  while  the  people  slumber.  Its  members  will  not  move  till  impelled 
onward  by  public  sentiment  at  home.  •  Go  to  our  constituents,'  they  will  say,  *  if  you 
would  have  ua  act.*  We  arc  but  the  passive  quick-silver  in  the  public  thermometer- 
If  you  would  have  us  mount  up  to  abolition  heat,  you  must  warm  up  the  atmosphere, 
— the  people.*  And,  said  Mr.  S.  we  are  doing  it !  We  are,  by  our  speeches,  our 
publications,  our  societies,  our  Conventions  and  our  prayers,  kindling  up  a  sacred  fire 
that  sliali  cause  the  pnbltc  mind  to  glow  with  impartial  benevolence,  and  the  servants 
of  the  public  shall  feel  its  warming  influence.  Agitate  then  !  Tlie  member  of  Coi^rest 
is  but  the  index  to  the  opinions  of  bis  constituents.  His  bark  floats  on  the  popular 
tide,  and  his  sails  catch  the  popular  breeze.  Raise  the  wind,  then,  among  bis  coii<' 
stituents.  Being  but  the  hands  upon  the  public  clock,  be  keeps  time  according  to  the 
pendulum's  stroke.  Abolition  has  its  Angers  on  the  pendulum.  Says  the  Repreeenta« 
tive,  *  1  am  but  the  weather-cock  on  the  public  building,  to  indicate  the  course  of  the 
wind.  If  you  would  have  me  point  South,  the  wind  must  blow  from  the  North.'  I 
repeat  it,  said  Mr.  S.,  the  abolitionists  are  raising  the  northern  wind.  They  are  call- 
ing it  down  from  every  hill-top  and  mountain  in  Massachusetts;  and  the  soutliernert 
might  as  well  stand  upon  their  frontier,  and,  catching  the  northeaster  in  their  fist^ 
^hain  it  to  Muson  and  Dixon's  line,  lest  its  chilling  influence  should  fall  too  roughly 
upon  the  delicate  bodies  of  the  South,  as  to  arrest  the  alxdition  tempest  now  bursting 
from  the  white  hills  and  green  mountains,  the  Wachusetts  and  Monadnocks  of  free, 
anbought,  unawed  New-£nglund. 

Mr.  S.  next  glanced  at  the  motives  which  should  impel  us  to  labor  strenuously  for 
the  abolition  of  slavirry  and  the  slave  trade  in  the  District. 

1.  If  we  succeed,  thechaiira  would  fall  from  the  limbs  of  7000  men  :  our  brethreur 
2.  The  internal  slave  trade,  the  bloodiest  feature  in  the  whole  system,  would  receive 
a  staggering  blow.  3.  The  Capital  would  be  cleansed.  Our  altars  would  no  longer 
smoke  with  human  sacrifices;  and  there,  Liberty  might  unveil  herself  to  adoration, 
unspotted  with  human  gore.  4.  But  the««e  are  minor  considerations  compared  with 
the  mighty  moral  effect  of  this  work.  The  abolition  of  slavery  in  the  District,  wouki 
be  like  a  mill-stone  around  the  neck  of  the  whole  system  of  slavery,  which  would  soon 
drown  it  in  a  sea  of  popular  abhorrenee.    Such  an  act  woukl  be  the  verdict  of  the 
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whole  people  in  condemnatioa  of  slarery,  pronoanced  by  the  highest  legislative  court 
of  the  nation.  It  would  be  America,  deliberately  judging  slavery  to  be  worthy  of 
death.  The  system  could  not  survive  the  sentence  five  years.  Well  has  the  Hon.  Mr. 
Preston»  of  South  Carolina,  said,  that  *  the  question  roust  be  met  here;  for  the  Dis- 
trict is  the  main  gate  at  the  entrance  of  the  citadel;  it  is  the  bridge  over  the  moat, — 
and  every  aggression  here  must  be  resisted.*  Ah,  said  Mr.  S.,  I  respond  to  the  elo- 
quent Senator,  that  it  iii  indeed  the  main  gate;  it  is  truly  the  bridge  over  the  moat, 
and  girded  in  the  panoply  of  Heaven,  anil  led  onward  by  the  same  moral  Buonaparte, 
we  will  assault  that  gate  until  it  falls,  and  then,  through  that  gate,  and  over  this  bridge 
of  Lodi,  we  will  march  such  an  array  of  moral  power,  as  will  take  captive  the  intel- 
lect, tlie  sympathy,  the  conscience,  the  soul  of  the  entire  South.  6.  Recent  events  in 
the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States  have  clothed  this  question  with 
vital  importance.  Every  man  in  the  nation,  in  his  own  person,  is  deeply  interested. 
The  District  of  Columbia  has  become  the  Thermopylee  of  American  freedom.  But 
for  ibis,  I  would  not  have  detained  this  as-sembloge  a  single  moment.  On  tlie  18th 
inst.  the  House  passed  the  following  resolution  : 

•  Resolved,  That  all  petition?!,  memorial}*,  resolutions,  proponitions,  or  pa|icrs,  re- 
latin!^  in  any  way,  or  to  any  extent  whatever,  to  (he  subject  <»f  sinvffrv,  or  the  nbnli- 
tion  of  slavery,  nhall,  wiiliout  either  beinff  printeij  or  referred,  be  laid  upon  the  table, 
and  that  no  further  action  whatever  shall  be  had  thereon.' 

By  this  act,  they  have  virtually  denied  to  the  people  the  right  of  petition.  By  the 
Ist  article  of  the  amendments  to  the  United  States'  Constitution,  it  is  declared  that 
*  Congress  shall  make  no  law  *  *  abridging  *  *  the  riglit  of  the  people  peaceably  to 
assemble,  and  to  petition  the  government  for  a  redress  of  grievances.'  Mark  the 
words  !  *  no  law  abridging,*  If  our  memorials  are  not  read  nor  referred,  but  thrown 
aside,  oonottoed,  among  the  waste  paper  of  th«  House,  is  not  t^  right  '  abridgedl  f 
Yea,  it  is  virtually  aonihiUited.  Mark  again  I  <  Shall  nake  do  law  abridging  the 
right  o(  iht  p$opU,*  fcc.  Dues  this  meaa  that  *  the  govtnuMnt  *  may  decide  tohai 
for  and  whtn  *  th§  ptopU '  may  petition  1  That  the  people  shall  exercise  their  rights 
only  when  the  government  please  1  Is  the  will  of  our  servants,  the  tenurs  by  wbioh 
we  the  people  bold  our  rights  1  And  is  not  the  right  of  petition  not  only  abridged  but 
virtually  denied,  when,  if  we  petition  on  a  certain  subject,  our  memorials  are  not 
even  read,  or  referred,  so  that  their  contents  may  be  known  1  The  vital  essence  of 
this  constitutional  guaranty  is,  that  we  the  people  may  petition  for  what  we  please. 
We  are  the  sole  judges.  We  are  to  decide  what  are  grievances.  In  this  particular, 
every  man  is  a  sovereign,  the  sole  arbiter  of  his  own  choice.  And  Congress,  who  are 
but  the  hired  men  of  the  people,  are  bound  to  give  his  petition  a  respectful  hearing. — 
After  they  have  read  and  considered  his  memorial,  then,  and  not  till  then,  are  they 
competent  to  decide  whether  or  not  the  thing  comphiioed  of  be  a  grievance.  The 
genius  of  our  government,  aud  all  precedent,  determine  this  to  be  the  invariable  rule- 

And  why  are  the  Abolitionists  made  an  exception,  and  their  SMSOoriab  thus  tr«iited1 
Evidently  because  they  are  the  minority,  the  weedier  party,  and  under  the  ban  of  pop- 
alar  proscription.  Strange  reason  !  To  abridge  the  rights  of  such  a  party,  and  for 
such  cause,  establishes  a  principle  at  war  with  the  end  and  object  for  which  the  Consti- 
tution was  framed.  Constitutions  are  framed  ta  protect  minorities  in  the  exercise  of  their 
rights.  Those  who  have  few  natural  safeguards, — ^the  weak,  the  proscribed,  the  unpopu^ 
lar-*they  need  the  shield  of  Constitutional  protection.  Thestroog,  the  popular,  the  mf^joi^ 
ity,  those  who  have  numerous  natural  safeguards,  do  not  need  Constitutional  protection. 
Their  strength,  their  popularity,  shield  them  from  aggression.  Constitutioaal  guar- 
anties, then,  are  the  sworn  guardians  of  the  wtakar  pitrty.    Hanoc,  the  guMitnty  ia 
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the  lit  Article  of  Amendmcnte  is  our  guaranty:  it  wat  made  to  meet  juitsacb  acatee 
as  ours.  And  the  House  of  Representatives,  by  abridging  our  right  of  petition,  baa 
stabbed  the  vitals  of  the  Constitution.  By  denying  this  right  to  the  humblest,  to  be 
exercised  freely  and  fearlessly,  they  have  tnmisbed  the  glory  of  tlie  Constitution.— 
They  have  made  it  a  rotten  parchment  not  6t  to  be  trampled  in  the  mire.  Its  beaaty» 
iu  harmony,  its  admirable  adapUtion  of  part  to  part,  are  gone,  and  it  has  become  an 
engine  of  oppression. 

Furthermore,  tjie  principle  established  by  this  resolution,  when  legitimately  carried 
out,  leads  to  universal  despotism.  Where  is  this  abridgement  of  tlie  right  of  petition  to 
end  1  Where,  and  only  where,  Congress  shall  please.  They  have  asanmed  to 
themselves  the  right  to  determine,  concerning  what  matters  the  people  shall  petition. 
They  have  kindly  taken  upon  themselves  the  burden  of  deciding  what  are  and  what  are 
not  the  people's  grievances.  They  have,  from  pure  love  to  the  people,  put  the  hooks 
into  the  nostrils  of  the  democracy.  Ah,  truly — the  servant  has  turned  brd; — and  all 
for  the  good  of  his  brdship!  But  tliere's  one,  who  spurns  thehr  collar,  and  cries,  *  TO 
THE  RESCUE  !'    And  will  THE  PEOPLE  falter! 

'  Is  the  old  Pilgrim  spirit  quenched  within  uf  1 
Stoops  the  proud  manhood  of  our  souls  so  low. 
That  Mammon's  lure  or  Parw'*  ^*^  ^°  ^'^  "" 
To  silence  nowl 

No— when  ottr  land  to  ruin's  brink  is  ver^in^, 
In  God's  name,  let  us  speak,  while  there  is  time! 
Now,  when  the  padlocks  for  our  lips  are  forglnff, 
SlLEHCK  IS  CRIME!' 

Yea,— Che  principle  involved  in  (his  act  of  Congress,  is  a  locomotive  which  will  draf 
the  rights  of  all  parties  to  min.  Petitions  relating  to  sbvery  may  be  proeeribed  to- 
day :— 'but,  the  same  arbitrary  power  will  proscribe  petitions  relating  to  the  Cmreney 
to-morrow;  and  the  Public  Lands  the  next  day;  and  the  transportations  of  the  Maik 
the  next;  and  soon,  the  Tariff  is  a  subject  too  delicate  to  be  touched  by  the  rough 
hands  of  tlie  people;— ^and  then.  Congress  may  declare  their  own  acts infaUible,  throw 
petitions  for  their  repeal  back  into  the  faces  of  the  people,  decree  themselves  a  perpet- 
ual assembly,  cut  the  constitution  into  shreds,  and  bid  defianoe  to  the  popolar  wiH.— 
Ay,  by  submitting  tamely  to  one  aggression  afler  another,  the  popular  will  may  beeome 
subservient,  and  the  mass  of  the  people  bow  the  neck. 

And  kiss  the  yoke  in  kindness  made. 
And  clank  their  needful  chains  together ! 

How  easy  is  it  to  bring  any  subject  under  the  Congressional  ban!  Only  get  op  an 
excitement  about  it;  mob  its  friends;  proclaim  Lynch  law  without  benefit  of  clergy» 
for  all  who  dare  to  open  their  lips  in  its  favor,  and  the  work  is  done.  Congress  pro- 
seribes  the  memorialists,  hurls  their  petitions  under  the  table ;  and  says  to  the  people* 
'  Speak  only  when  your  masters  please.'  Detestable  doctrine !  Odious  tyranny  ! 
*  I'd  rather  be  a  dog  and  bay  the  moon,  than  such  a'  Republican.  The  resolution  of 
the  House  is  despotism,  full  grown  and  to  the  life.  And  it  is  a  mean  despotism.  It 
is  saying  1 1  us, '  You  may  petition  t/  WE  pUate.*  And  who  says  itt  The  hired 
men  of  tlie  people.  Tlie  servant  Ims  slammed  the  door  of  the  palace  in  the  face  of  the 
Sovereign.  It  is  time  the  men  who  voted  for  this  resolution,  were  sent  back  to  the 
honorable  station  of  private  citisens.  They  are  recreant  to  the  trusts  con6ded  to 
tlMa.    They  art  wone  tbansktping  stntinels;  they  have  turned  their  arms  against 
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die  eitadal  they  bad  iworn  to  defend;  THEY  ARE  TRAITORS.  Let  the  watch- 
word then  be,  Omoard  to  thi  Rtieue  !  Our  reliance,  under  God,  ii  in  THE  PEO- 
PLE. The  working  men  are  honeit.  They  have  identified  themselTef  with  uf— 
They  control  the  popular  will.  The  piety  of  the  ComnoouweaUh  will  rally;  and 
«cclMia«ticaI  tyranny  ihall  be  buried  in  the  same  grave  with  political  treachery. 
Then  let  the  Legislature  of  the  Commonwealth  protest,  in  the  name  of  holy  freedom 
and  impartial  righteousncM,  against  this  alarming  usurpation  of  power.  Let  them 
protect  the  weaker  party,  in  the  full,  free  and  una  wed  exercise  of  their  rights.  Let 
«  ToUratiou  to  the  minority.  Free  Diecuetion,*  be  written  on  all  their  acts,  and  then 
this  persecuted  and  despised  minority  shall, 

<  Prayer-strengthened  for  the  trial,  come  together: 
Put  on  the  harness  for  the  moral  fight. 
And  with  the  blessing  of  their  Heavenly  Father, 
MAINTAIN  THE  RIGHT !» 

[Here  the  disturbance  about  the  doors  became  so  great  that  the  speakers  could  not 
prooMd.  After  a  short  pause,  however,  during  which  the  resolutions  passed,  Mr.  Sua- 
toB  nade  a  bold  and  snccessfiil  attempt  to  chain  the  attention  of  the  audience ;  and 
held  them  in  almost  breathless  attention  as  long  as  hechoee  to  address  them.  If  there 
were  any  mob  epirUe  in  the  boose,  they  were  uken  by  a  coup  de  moiti,  and  eom- 
pletely  rooted.  The  reporter,  however,  made  no  attempt  to  report  this  part  of  bis 
speech,  for  the  same  reason,  that  he  would  not  ottempt  to  report  a  whirlwind  or  a 
thonder-storm.  After  Mr.  8.  sat  down,  it  being  after  nine  o'clock,  a  notice  was  read, 
that  Mr.  Dresser  would  address  the  ladies*  meeting  next  day.  The  name  of  Dresser 
was  immediately  responded  by  the  audience — <  Dresser !  Dresser  note/ '  so  that  he 
was  forced  to  come  forward.  He  repeated  his  narrative,  which  was  listened  to  with 
attention  and  deep  emotion.] 

ELLIS  GRAY  LORINO,  Esq.  of  Boston,  offered  the  folk>wing reselotion,  which, 
be  observed,  had  been  handed  him  since  he  entered  the  meeting  : 

Resolved,  That  true  allegiance  to  his  country,  to  liberty,  and  to  God,  requires  that 
every  man  should  be  an  Alwlitionist,  and  openly  espouse  the  aftti-slavery  cause. 

When  any  man  or  set  of  men  differ  from  the  majority  on  questions  of  important 
practical  bearing,  a  respect  for  the  feelings  of  that  minority  should  make  them  solici- 
tous to  state  the  reasons  for  their  opinions.  Repeated  and  vigorous  have  been  the 
•ffbrts  of  Abolitionists  to  make  known  their  sentiments,  and  the  grounds  of  them. 
These  efforts  have  been  partially  successful.  But  seldom  has  so  fovorable  an  oppor- 
tunity as  this  preseuted  itself,  for  making  known  our  views.  Now,  every  roan  may 
have  his  particular  reasons  for  his  abolition  (aith.  I  state  my  own.  So  for  as  I  am 
known,  1  believe  it  is  conceded  that  I  have  sustained  the  character  of  a  moderate 
man.  I  propoee,  then,  to  state  some  of  the  reasons  why  I,  as  a  moderate  and  caiH 
tioos  man,  have  found  it  my  duty  to  be  an  Abolitionist. 

1.  Nothing  in  the  Conetit^ution  of  the  United  States  forbids  it.  There  is  a  great 
deal  of  loose  assertion  on  this  point.  One  man  finds  abolitionism  to  be  contrary  to 
the  Utter f  another,  to  the  epirit  of  the  Constitution.  Surely  it  was  *  to  eecwe  ike 
bleeektge  of  Hberty,*  that  tl.e  Constitution  was  formod.  But  it  is  well  known  that 
there  is  not  one  word  in  the  Constitution  wh'ch  forbids  the  discussion  of  slaver}*.— 
The  existence  of  shivery  is  recognised  there,  but  only  incidentally  and  as  a  matter  oi 
foot.  But  can  any  one  force  out  of  it  a  prohibition  of  this  discussion  1  I  defy  him 
to  plrodiioe  the  clause.    Abundant  evidence  might  be  given  to  show,  that  the  firamen 
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jott  in  trying  to  bold  their  tlavei  1  No.  The  South  would  ktie  the  proteetioa  thtjr 
DOW  have  from  the  Oinitiiution,  io  regard  to  runawayt.  Their  bondmen  would  pa« 
over  the  line  and  be  free.  The  whole  property  of  the  South,  ao  to  ipeak,  would  get 
up,  some  morniog,  and  walk  off. 

But  what  would  the  South  gain,  by  a  ditsolution  of  the  Union  1  Will  fhe  gai» 
exemption  from  anti-slavery  discuffiont  and  anti-slavery  doctrines  1  Mr.  Preston,  of 
South  Carolina,  admitted,  on  the  floor  of  Congress,  that  all  the  literature  of  the  world, 
the  whole  religious  sentiment  of  Christendom,  all  philosophy,  were  opposed  to  slavery. 
Do  our  Southern  friends  intend  to  shut  all  this  ooti  Will  ihey  draw  about  ihem  a 
cordon  aanitaire  to  exclude  the  literature  and  philosophy  and  religion  of  all  the  rest 
of  raaokindl  This  is  somewhat  difficult  in  the  nineteenth  century.  Mr.  Preston  gave 
an  account  of  the  origin  of  the  anti-slavery  mania  abroad.  It  began  with  a  few  ob- 
scure individuals  in  England.  Mow,  said  he,  a  man  cannot  be  in  the  cabinet  who  ia 
not  an  abolitionist.  So  in  France.  The  officers  of  anti-slavery  societies  in  France, 
are  CAbioet  ministers.  What  did  Mr.  Preston  propose  1  Alas  !  that  the  Southern 
States  should  bug  the  institution,  and  stand  np  against  the  world.  This,  Mr.  Presi- 
dent, is  easier  said  than  done.  If  the  North  would  do  iu  duty,  every  Southern  man 
would  go  back  from  his  visits  to  the  free  Sutes,  humbled  and  thoughtful,  a  misstonary 
in  the  cause  of  freedom. 

But  there  is  another  difficulty  among  Mr.  Preston's  friends.  They  find  they  are  not 
found  at  home.  One  half  tlie  slaveholders  in  Virginia  were  a  liule  while  ago  talking 
about  abolishing  slavery.  The  storm  of  opposition  to  anti-shivery  movements  baa 
hushed  their  voices  for  a  while;  but  let  tlie  tempest  raised  by  their  own  demagogues 
subside,  tliey  will  again  be  heard.  There  is  a  party  at  the  South,  who  will  not  snb- 
mk  to  the  doctrines  of  McDuffie.  At  the  head  of  this  party  is  Mr.  Cbiy,  who  has 
recently  openly  avowed  his  repugnance  to  the  new  doctrine  of  the  South,  on  this  snh* 
ject.  No;  the  real  danger  lies  nearer  home.  The  advocates  of  slavery  find  a  great 
and  growing  antagonist  in  the  consciences  of  slaveholders  themselves.  One  of  the 
most  distinguished  men  of  South  Carolina,  on  receiving  a  copy  of  Dr.  Channing's 
work  on  Slavery,  committed  it  to  the  flames ;  and  on  being  remonstrated  with,  ibr  so 
illiberal  an  act,  repiieA  to  a  friend  of  mine  who  was  present,  that  he  was  afraid  it 
would  fall  into  the  hands  of  his  daughters,  and  that  its  specious  eloquence  might  ere- 
ate  uneasiness  in  their  minds.  Gen.  Du§f  Green  is  a  man  of  &r  reaching  views.  He 
has  hitely  been  appointed  editor  of  the  *  Southern  Review,'  a  work  got  up  to  sustain 
the  present  position  of  the  South.  He  has,  in  a  labored  article,  exhibited  the  tnia 
ground  of  their  fears.    1  will  read  an  extract : 

*  We  are  of  those  who  believe  the  South  has  nothing  to  fear  from  a  servile  war.— 
We  do  not  believe  that  the  Abolitionists  Intend,  nor  could  they,  if  tliey  would,  excite 
the  slaves  to  insurrection.  The  danger  of  this  is  remote.  We  believe  that  we  have 
most  to  fear  from  the  organised  action  upon  the  consciences  and  fears  of  slavehokkis 
themselves;  from  the  insinuations  of  their  dangerous  heresies  into  our  schools,  our 
pulpits,  and  our  domestic  circles.  It  is  only  by  alarming  the  consciences  of  the  weak 
and  feeble,  and  diffusing  among  our  people  a  morbid  sensibility  on  the  subject  of  sla- 
very, that  the  Abolitionisu  can  accomplish  their  object.  Preparatory  io  this,  they 
are  now  laboring  to  saturate  the  non-slavehokling  slates  with  the  belief  that  slavery  is 
a  sin  against  God ;  that  the  '*  national  compact "  involves  the  non-slaveholders  in  that 
sm;  and  that  h  is  theur  duty  to  toil  and  suflisr,  that  our  country  may  be  delivered  from 

what  they  term  its  blackest  stain,  its  foulest  reproach,  its  deadUest  curse.' Mr. 

President/— I  wish  our  Northern  opposers  had  the  candor  to  represent  as  fairly  our 
object  and  i 
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Bat,  it  is  laid,  your  mMW  are  iomdequate — yoa  have  not  l^gal  authority ;  nor  bare 
tbese,  your  advocatei,  an  opportunity  ot  ipeaking  to  the  Sooth   directly.    It  was  th« 
remark  of  a  wise  man,  *  Let  me  make  a  nation's  ballads,  and  I  don't  care  who  makes 
the  laws.*    Give  us  tongue  and  pen,  and  1  don't  care  if  all  the  laws  of  alltbeoppret« 
sors  on  earth  are  against  us.    Giro  us  a  fair  field,  and  we  will  orerthrow  slavery. 
People  underrate  the  efficacy  of  discussion.    What  good  will  your  talking  do  t  say 
they.    I  reply :  Did  you  ever  bear  of  any  great  reform  which  was  not  brought  about 
by  talking  1    Certainly,  the  strangest  remedy  for  a  great  wrong  like  slavery,  1  ever 
heard  proposed,  was,  never  to  say  a  single  word  about  it    Look  at  the  reformation  in 
the  church;  at  the  abolition  of  the  African  skve  trade;  at  the  abolition  of  slavery  in 
Great  Britain.    These  reformations  were  set  on  foot  by  talking.    Thought  b  greater 
and  elder  than  action;  and  when  the  public  mind  is  sufficiently  prepared,  by  discus- 
sion, the  legitimate  action  follows,  of  course.    We  have  just  the  means  in  our  hands 
that  have  effected  all  reformations.    Look  at  the  first  awakening  of  public  sentiment 
in  regard  to  the  African  slave  trade.    The  whole  world  was  slumbering  over  its  enor- 
mities.   Even  religion  tolerated  it.    The  great  and  good  John  Newton  wrote  home 
from  the  coast  of  Africa,  while  pursuing  this  business,  which  is  now  outlawed  as  pi- 
racy, that  he  had  been  ei\joying  sweet  seasons  i^ith  his  God  !    A  quiet  student  in  a 
University  was  appointed  to  write  a  theme;  and  the  subject  given  him  for  his  task, 
by  his  professor,  was  the  African  slave  trade.    He  studied  the  subject;  began   to  col- 
lect  matter;  his  soul  kindled  at  the  enormities  that  met  him;  he  imparted  his  knowl- 
edge and  poured  forth  his  feelings  into  kindred  bosoms,    llie  advocates  of  the  aboli- 
tion of  the  slave  trade,  among  his  humble  friends,  at  length  numbered  twelve.    The 
great  men,  the  rulers,  the  <  wise  and  the  prudent,'  stood  akraf;  the  commercial  inter- 
ests, the  religion  of  the  nation,— every  thing  seemed  against  them.    But   they  perse- 
vered, in  the  midst  of  obloquy  and  opposition;  they  talked,  they  wrote,  they  wentoo 
*  conquering  and  to  conquer.'    AAer  a  twenty  years  conflict,  tJie  slave  trade  was  over- 
thrown.   That  student  was  THOMAS  CLARKSON.    Posterity  looks  upon  suck 
men  and  deeds  in  a  vastly  different  light  from  cotemporaries.    Five  or  six  years  ago, 
m  poor  aad  solitary  individual  of  the  working  class  came  among  m,  with  nothing  to 
depend  upon  but  his  God,  and  the  native  powers  which  God  gave  him.    He  raised  the 
thrilling  cry  of  immediate  emancipation.    His  encouragement  was  at  first  small  in- 
deed.   But  the  grand,  the  true,  the  vital  idea  of  immediate  freedom  to  the  slave,  bmv- 
•d  bright  within  him,  and  supported  him.    He,  too,  at  length,  had  his  twelve  associ- 
ataa,  and  the  first  Anti-Slavery  Society  was  formed.    From  this  small  beginning,  and 
owing  mainly,  I  believe,  under  God,  to  the  clear  vision,  the  purity  of  character,  the 
energy,  and  the  intrepidity  of  that  individual,  our  cause  has  advanced  till  it  numbers 
800  societies.    An  Anti-Slavery  Society  has  been  formed  in  the  United  Sutes  every 
day,  for  the  last  two  years.    There  are  800  societies  in  the  single  state  of  Ohio,  one 
of  which  numbers  4000  members.    Yet,  the  individual  who  started  this  mighty  move- 
ment is  rejected  and  scorned  by  the  great  and  little  vulgar  of  our  day.    No  matter. 
Posterity  will  do  justice  to  the  name  of  WILLIAM  LLOYD  GARRISON.    (Tre- 
ntendous  and  bug  continued  applause.) 

But,  the  fact  is,  those  who  contemn  our  means  can  have  little  studied  human  nature 
or  bbtory.  The  apostle  Paul  was  taunted  with  relying  on  the  fooK$hneit  ofpr-eaek' 
ing.  Which  is  the  more  powerful,  the  sword  or  the  pen  1  Pubh'o  sentiment  is  the 
great  moving  power;  and  public  sentiment— what  is  it,  but  the  opinions  of  you  and 
me*  Mr.  Preskiaat,  aad  of  the  men  and^women  round  us  in  the  community  1  Ay, 
air,  of  woman  too,  I  say.  The  Hon.  Balie  Peyton,  of  Tennestae,  was  lately  talking 
A   3 
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on  thii  tubfect  with  a  fi  jend  of  mine,  and  remarked  that  be  did  not  like  these  abolitioa 
petitions  that  the  womeo  signed — some  aflecied,  he  said,  to  despise  them ;  but  he  re- 
garded tliem  in  a  very  different  light.  These  women,  sir,  said  he,  have  the  educatios 
of  the  rising  generation,  and  the  youth  of  our  country  will  be  brought  up  from  their 
cradles  like  Hannibal,  to  swear  on  their  domestic  aUars,  eternal  hatred  to  Slavery. — 
(Great  applause.) 

But  we  concede  too  much,  when  we  say  we  have  no  power  to  acu  Look  at  tb^ 
26,000  slaves,  in  the  District  and  Territories  under  the  jurisdiction  of  Congress.  Ha* 
the  North  nothing  to  do  with  them  1  Sir,  wc  as  a  nation,  bokl  these  26,000  skives. 
We  are  responsible  for  their  bondage,  because  they  are  held  under  the  authority  of 
laws  made  by  our  representatives.  Perhaps,  looking  at  the  millions  who  are  suffering 
under  American  tyranny,  some  may  scoi  u  to  notice  these  26,000  slaves.  But  we  re- 
gard it  as  a  matter  of  no  small  muueot,  that  our  national  metropolis  is  converted 
into  a  great  slave  mart,  where  men,  and  women,  and  children  are  soUl  like  cattle.— 
When  we  know  that  there  are  in  the  Di<$trict  of  Colnmbia,  grated  prisons  to  stor» 
slaves,  intended  for  tlie  soutliern  market, — principally  young  per8ons,groaning  in  these 
prisons,  turn  forever  from  their  homes  and  the  bosoms  of  their  parents — and  that  all 
this  is  done  under  the  laws  of  Congress,  made  by  our  representatives;  that  the  public 
prisons  of  the  District,  which  we,  here  in  Massachusetts,  kelp  to  pay  for,  are  mad* 
the  reception  of  human  beings,  destined  for  this  cruel  traffic;  when  we  know  that  the 
slave  trade  between  Washington  and  New-Orleans  is  carried  on  by  a  line  of  packet 
vessels,  as  regularly  as  the  trade  between  New-York  and  Liverpool,  the  subject  as- 
sumes a  form  in  which  we  have  a  direct  personal  right  and  responsibility.  Who  is 
there  who  will  pretend  that  we  have  no  right  to  speak  out  on  this  subject  ?  If  our 
way  is  not  right,  what  is  right  1  We  have  become  a  party  to  these  enormities,  and 
we  shall  continue  to  be  partakers  of  the  guilt,  unless  we  lift  up  our  voices  iu  the  strong- 
est remonstrances  sgainst  them. 

Bttty  gentlemen  say  we  use  very  intemperate  language.  When  our  lecturers  are 
speaking  on  this  subject,  they  speak  out  of  full  hearts.  Their  minds  are  brought  daily 
in  contact  with  the  atrocities  of  the  slave  system.  WouM  it  be  strange  tliat  they 
sboukl  use  strong  language  1  Will  you,  who  are  a  Whig  or  a  Democrat,  abandoa 
your  party  because  some  of  its  members  use  violent  language  1  The  fact  is  notorious, 
that  political  editors  and  political  speech^makers  are  daily  in  the  habit  of  using  de- 
Bunciation  and  abuse,  which  for  transcends  our  vocabulary  of  invective,  yet,  who  ever 
beard,any  one  objecting  to  the  principles  of  either  of  the  political  parlies  of  the  day, 
on  this  ground  1  *  O,  but,'  I  am  reminded,  *  you  are  defeating  your  object  by  your 
violence.*  1  have  always  remarked  that  they  who  are  most  troubled  lest  we  should 
defeat  oar  object,  are  precisely  the  persons  who  wish  with  all  tlieir  hearts  to  have  it 
defeated.  There  may,  however,  be  some  good  and  conscientious  men,  who  stand 
aloof  from  us,  on  tliis  very  ground.  But,  1  ask,  whether  these,  same  men  deny  all 
co-operation  with  the  political  parties  of  the  day,  on  account  of  their  violence  1  I 
have  very  seidom  heard  of  such  persons.  I  ask,  whether,  in  carrying  forward  any 
great  object,  we  are  to  wait  till  we  can  get  men  as  agents  to  carry  it  on,  wlio  are  iu- 
fiillible  1  We  seek  men  of  the  right  stamp — we  look  for  honest  men — men  of  prin- 
ciple— and  we  trust  that,  out  of  good  and  lionest  hearts,  there  will  not  come  much 
wrong.  But  if  we  are  to  wait  till  we  get  perfect  agents,  we  miut  leave  slavery  to 
work  its  own  cure,  in  rivers  of  blood. 

*  Bat,  you  exasperate.'  And  what  does  that  prove  1  Does  it  follow  that,  because 
a  man  is  exasperated,  no  good  is  done  1    When  cool  reflection  returae,  the  truth  will 
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mcb  tbe  conscience.  Nothing  exasperates  an  nnenty  conscience  so  much  as  troth. 
Can  any  one  tell  me  when  the  South  will  feel  any  less  exasperated  at  the  discussion  of 
elavery  than  now  1 

Bat,  again,  *  you  increase  the  suflferings  of  the  slaTCs.'  Here  is  a  worse  libel  on 
the  slave-master  than  any  thing  the  ubolitionisU  have  ever  said.  Are  8lu>'eholders  in- 
deed such  an  inhuman,  brutal  set  of  men,  that  they  will  wreak  their  vengeance  for  the 
misdeeds  of  the  abolitionists  upon  tlie  poor  defenceless  slaves  1  Abolitionists  have  not 
aaid  auy  thing  like  this.  I  will  not,  I  do  aot  beIie^'e  this  aspersion.  I  have  made 
many  anxious  inquiries  of  slaveholders  aid  otihers,  who  have  been  at  the  south;  and 
so  fiir  as  I  can  learn,  the  fact  is,  that  the  slaves  are  better  treated  than  formerly,  and 
for  this  reason:  The  masters  know  that,  if  they  abuse  their  slaves,  it  will  sosoe  bow 
or  other  get  to  the  ears  of  the  abolitionists,  and  will  be  a  swift  witness  against  them. 
I  know  that  the  more  respectable  slaveholders  have  kept  the  violent  m  check,  by  this 
consideration.  But,  I  call  upon  those  who  object  so  ranch  to  the  language  of  aboli- 
tionists, to  answer  this  qneetioa  to  their  own  hearts:  Is  it  our  words,  or  our  principles, 
which  offend  yoa  1  I  fear  that  many  who  object  to  our  phraseology,  are  those  who 
«re  reluctant  to  have  the  real  character  of  slavery  brought  to  light.  I  am  sure  the 
objection  often  comes  too,  from  meit,  well-meaning  perhaps,  but  men  who  have  no  re- 
alizing conception  of  what  slavery  is ;  who  do  not  make  the  case  of  the  slave  their 
own ;  whose  sympathy  is  very  cool  for  their  black  fellow-man.  Our  ardor  seems  un- 
reasonable to  such  men,  and  if  we  speak  half  the  truth  of  that  system  of  tyranny  and 
pollution  which  disgraces  our  land,  they  think  our  language  harsh  and  exaggerated. 
But  why  are  they  not  as  sensitive  on  other  subjects  1  Simply  because  tlieir  hearts  are 
in  these,  on  one  aide  or  the  other.  I  read  abuse  in  political  papers,  far  exceeding  any 
thing  said  or  written  by  abolitionists ;  yet  no  sensation  is  created — no  excitement — no 
nobs,  on  account  of  the  violent  language  of  political  partisans.  No;  it  is  our  prin- 
ciples, more  than  our  words,  that  form  the  real  stumbling  blocks.  Will  not  something 
be  pardoned,  in  free  Massachusetts,  to  the  spirit  of  liberty  1 

'  But,  why  don't  yon  use  mild  language  1  Is  it  the  way  Co  persuade  men,  to  call 
hard  names  1 '  Persuasion  is  not  at  all  times  our  first  olject.  When  we  wish  to  per- 
suade, we  employ  the  gentle  pen  of  Angelina  Grinike.  But,  if  we  wish  to  rouse  the 
North,  and  this  we  avow  to  be  oar  first  object, — we  speak  in  a  harsher  key.  We 
mean  to  hold  up  shivery  in  all  its  loathsomeness — we  mean  to  make  it  base  and  odi- 
ous—to  make  every  man,  woman  and  child  in  New-England  feel  that  it  is  so.  For 
this  purpose,  oar  language  must  be  sometimes  rough  hewn — we  can't  use  fine  instru- 
ments. 

*  But,  what  is  your  plan  1*  says  oae,  «  give  as  your  plan.*  Yes,  our  enemies  would 
be  very  glad  to  get  us  into  the  warfare  of  details  and  U>cal  measures.  We  might  con- 
tend about  these  for  a  century,  and  nobody  would  be  the  wiser  or  the  freer ; — the  mas- 
ter would  sit  secure  in  the  enjoyraeat  of  bis  wealth  in  human  bones  and  sinews.  We 
say  to  the  slaveholders:  we  give  you  our  geaeral  plan,  which  is  to  *  do  justly,  and  love 
mercy.*  We  leave  all  the  rest  to  you ;  if  you  think  our  advi6e  dangerous,  appoint 
your  special  constables,  commission  your  stipendiary  magistrates,  arrange  the  details 
to  suit  yourselves,  for  you  best  know  yoiir  own  needs ;  but  do   the  thing — have  it 

somehow  or  other  done,  and  done  at  once.    Where  there  is  a  will,  there  is  a  way. 

*  Ah,  but  this  is  all  visionary— cxtreme^impracticable.'  So  far  from  it,  jthat  any 
mnn  who  will  devote  half  an  hour  to  reading  documentary  evidence,  may  satisfy  him- 
self that  it  is  not  only  practicable,  but  the?only  practicable  mode  of  emancipation. 
Its  practicability  and  safety  have  been  aboodant^  proved  by  experience,  in  all  parts  of 
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the  world,  and  under  Um  notC  diverse  eircunataiicci.  Gradual  meaturet,  the  necee- 
sity  of  prtpanition  for  the  ilave,  projecU  of  melioratioo — all  these  are  delusive  pre- 
texU  for  perpetuating  this  unrighteous  and  oppressire  system.  Those  great  men,  who 
assisted  in  the  formation  of  the  Constitution,  Dr.  Rush,  John  Jay,  and  Franklin,  went 
home  from  that  work,  and  formed  societies  for  the  abolition  of  slaver}',  not,  be  it  re- 
marked, for  its  abolition  in  their  own  Stale  only,  but  throughout  the  country.  But,  as 
they  adopted  the  principle  of  gradual  emancipation,  they  effected  comparatively  little. 
So  long  as  you  acknowledge  the  master's  right  to  hold^is  felk>w  beings  as  property 
for  tht  prttentf  he  is  not  very  solicitous  for  the  future.  You  may  say  as  much  as  you 
please  about  the  duty  of  emancipation  at  some  future  time.  It  does  not  touch  bis  con- 
science or  his  pocket.  The  societies  which  were  formed  by  those  venerable  men, 
were  little  felt  or  noticed,  because  they  rested  upon  no  deep  and  vital  principle.  But 
the  adoption  by  the  anti-shivery  societies  of  the  present  day,  of  the  principle  of  im- 
mediate emancipation,  has  thrown  the  whole  South  into  a  ferment. 

But,  Mr.  President,  suppose  it  to  be  admitted  that  abolitionists  may  sometimes  lose 
temper,  and  sometimes  lack  taste ;  that  their  views  and  measures  are  not  uniformly  mark- 
ed with  Judgment  and  good  sense ;  these  circumstances  should  constitute  a  stronger  call 
on  those  who  deem  themselves  more  judicious  and  temperate,  to  come  into  the  ranks  of 
men  whose  general  object  they  cannot  but  approve,  and  who  may  be  benefitted  by  their 
counsels.  The  current  objections  to  the  abolitionists  as  a  party,  can  have  little  weight 
in  determining  tlie  course  of  any  reflecting  man.  I  would  ask  such  a  one  to  look  at 
what  the  aboliiionisis  have  done  and  are  doing.  I  ask  him  to  look  at  eight  hundred 
Anti-Slavery  Societies  formed  in  five  years;  to  consider  that  we  have  seventy  lectur- 
ing agents  in  the  field ;  that  Congress  is  now  shaken  by  almost  weekly  conflicts  con- 
nected with  our  efibrts;  that  the  Teiuu  question  is  lowering  ominously  on  our  bor- 
ders, and  may,  at  any  time,  convert  the  whole  country  in  three  weeks  into  two  well 
defined  parties,  pro-slavery  and  anti-sUvery ;  that  every  city  and  vilkige  in  the  whole 
nation  is  more  and  more  stirred  up  on  the  slavery  question.  I  would  ask,  do  you  be- 
lieve all  this  excitement  is  to  subside  1  Or  do  you  not  rather  see  that  the  great  issue 
is  made  up  in  our  land,  between  Slavery  and  Freedom — and  that  one  or  the  other 
must  fall  t  Very  soon  your  side  must  be  taken,  be  your  fears  or  your,  scruples  what 
they  may.  Massachusetts,  and  the  dther  free  Sutes,  will  soon  be  compelled  by  the 
force  of  circumstances— or  rather  by  that  Providence  who  shapes  our  ends— to  occupy 
their  true  position.  Is  there  a  death-struggle  to  go  on  in  this  land,  between  Liberty 
atid  Slavery,  and  does  any  man  doubt  on  which  side  Massachusetts  will  be  arrayed  t 
It  is  idle  to  question  it  The  moral  contest  which  is  growing  warmer  and  warmer, 
must  sooner  or  later  be  substantially  a  sectional  one.  No  man  in  this  part  of  the 
Union  can  long  be  neutral  in  this  contest.  And,  thank  God,  the  true  spirit  is  rising; 
not  so  much  in  the  cities  indeed  !  Our  progress  is  comparatively  little  known  there, 
—but  before  long  a  voice  will  be  heard  from  the  country  that  will  startle  our  sleepers. 
In  the  words  of  a  distinguished  journalist, '  the  nation  has  been  winnowed  to  furnish 
men  of  the  most  unquenchable  enthusiasm  and  the  most  obstinate  constancy,  to  carry 
forward  the  cause.  'Violence  merely  serves  to  exalt  and  inflame  the  ardor  %vith  which 
they  pursue  their  object.  Those  who  administer  it  are  merely  chafing  the  ears  of  the 
bull-dog  who  has  (astened  upon  his  prey.*  Under  God,  and  iu  the  truth,  we  feel  that 
we  are  invincible. 

I  moTA,  Sir,  the  adoption  of  the  resolution. 

On  motion  of  Rev.  Mr.  ST  CLAIR  of  West  Boylston  : 

Resolved,  That  the  Massachusetts  Anti-Slavery  Society  tender  to  this  House  of 
Representatives,  for  the  use  of  their  Hall  this  evening,  their  hearty  and  sincere  thanks. 
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V 

THURSDAY  MORNING. 
Tbaradoy,  9  o'clock,  A.  M.,  ISAAC  WINSLOW,  Eaq.  io  the  Chair. 
Prayer  by  Rer.  Mr.  Fitch. 
Rev.  Mr.  NORRIS  of  Bradford,  offered  the  following  reiolution  :— 

Resolved,  That  while  the  cause  of  Abolition  preserves  the  most  anbroken  harmony 
throughout  the  ranks  of  its  numerous  friends,  it  promiseii  the  only  safe  remedy  to  sla- 
very, and  produces  insurrections  only  among  slaveholders  at  the  South,  and  the  ene- 
mies of  liberty  every  where. 

Mr.  N.  said.  It  is  consoling  to  my  mind,  that  in  tlie  midst  of  commotion  in  the  re- 
ligious world,  the  abolition  community  has  always  been  united.  One  sentiment  per- 
vade* this  i^rotherbood,  that  of  benevolence  and  sympathy.  We  are  not  made  up  of 
ambitious  political  jugglers  and  smugglers-'but  abolition  originated  with  the  best 
friends  of  God  and  the  purest  spirits  in  the  kuid.  Hence  their  union.  We  are  not 
distinguished  as  a  political  party.  Our  distinction  is,  that  we  plead  the  cause  of  God 
and  of  humanity  throughout  the  world.  Having  coromencod  on  this  principle,  we 
have  a  right  to  expect  permanence  and  success.  Our  society  wijl  stand  and  will  tri- 
umph. Onward  shall  be  its  course  until  it  has  done  its  work,  and  raised  every  man 
iohia  privileged  level  with  his  kind,  and  to  the  privilege  of  knowing  and  serving  God. 

The  resolution  says  that  abolith>n  promises  the  sovereign  and  only  safe  remedy  for 
•lavery.  Others  speak  of  another  remedy— and  they  are  the  enemies  of  abolition^ 
they  speak  of  a  general  insurrection  of  the  slaves,  and  say  this  is  the  natural  and  in- 
evitable result.  They  tell  us  to  stand  aloof,  and  let  God  take  this  work  into  his  own 
hand — *  why  should  we  interfere  to  stay  the  thunderbolts  of  heaven  1  *  We  are  guilty 
indeed,  and  deserve  God's  vengeance,  but  let  us  remember  tliat  God  delights  more  in 
mercy  than  in  vengeance.  May  we  not  believe  that  in  his  Providence,  he  has  deposit- 
ed abolition  as  a  leaven  in  our  land,  destined  to  work  until  the  whole  country  is  leav- 
ened 1  1  believe  oiu*  nation  will  yet  be  saved  by  abolition,  and  that  God  will  not  suf- 
fer os  to  plunge  into  insurrection. 

It  promises  a  uovereign  remedy.  Men  talk  of  Mason's  and  Dixon's  line,  as  if  be- 
jond  that  we  could  notreach  with  abolition.  Why,  as  well  pen  up  the  wind.  With 
these  principles  we  have  a  (air  field.  We  can  send  out  truth,  and  no  enactments  can 
keep  ii  out  of  minds — we  can  scatter  light,  and  no  legislative  barriers  can  quench  its 
rays— and  more,  the  Holy  Spirit  is  our  helper  to  work  upon  the  consciences  of  the 
gnilly«  and  bring  them  to  the  embrace  of  the  truth.  It  b  the  adoption  of  these  prin- 
ciples which  renders  us  invincible. 

So  far  as  abolition  is  embraced,  it  is  peaceful  and  safe — it  is  resistance  that  makes 
insurrection.  Temperance,  wherever  it  prevails,  brings  happiness  and  peace,  but 
where  resisted  or  neglected,  misery  and  vice  prevail.  Adopt  abolition,  and  we  shall 
be  safe,  except  when  the  spirit  of  slavery  rises  in  resistance.  It  is  this,  universally, 
that  has  made  insurrection.  I  have  had  some  observation  and  experience  to  prove  the 
truth  of  what  I  say.  I  had  the  honor  of  being  a  member  of  the  last  General  Confer- 
ence of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  I  attended  a  prayer  meeting  for  the  slaves, 
and  for  praying  and  speaking  a  few  words  in  that  meeting,  I  was  censured  by  the  tre- 
mendous vote  of  that  venerable  body.  But  I  am  happy  to  say,  that  fourteen  mem- 
bers stood  iirm  in  anti-skivery  principles ;  and  I  think  the  leaven  is  at  work  which 
will  ever  in  future  prevent  a  similar  attempt  in  that  body  to  suppress  freedom  of  speech. 
That  was  an  insurrection  of  the  whole  General  Conference.  In  like  manner  have  in- 
surrections been  excited;  in  Nashville,  when  Dresser  was  lynched  for  being  an  aboli- 
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tionitt;  in  Boston,   in  New-York,   in  Canterbury  and  Ganaao.    (Applatm.)    Let 
abolition  prevail,  and  peace  will  prevail. 

Seconded  by  Rev.  Mr.  ROOT  of  Dover,  who  ipoke  ai  follows :  Mr.  President:  It 
is  asserted  in  the  Resolution,  that  this  enterprise  promises  the  *only  efiectoal  remedy 
for  slavery.'  I  am  one.  Sir,  who  believe  we  can  do  something,  and  that  we  have  a 
right  to  do  it,  for  the  relief  of  the  slave.  It  is  continually  said,  *  Your  efforts  can  do 
no  good,  you  are  rivetting  the  slave*s  chains,  you  are  driving  the  master  to  madness.' 
Sir,  who  are  they  with  whom  we  have  to  dol  Whom  would  we  persuade  to  de 
righteousness,  to  unbind  the  lieavy  burdens,  and  to  let  the  oppressed  go  freel  Fel- 
low citizens.  With  these  can  we  have  no  influencel  I  will  not  believe  we  cannot. 
It  is  a  slander  upon  our  southern  brethren  to  say  they  are  impervious  to  argument,  and 
insensible  te  persuasions  ol  justice  and  mercy.  No  class  is  more  sensitive  and  chiv- 
alrous—none more  alive  to  reputation.  Gen.  Duff  Green  says  so.  Gov.  McDiifile 
says  so.  They  feel  that  the  reputation  of  the  whole  south  is  in  jeopardy.  They 
complain  that  we  are  holding  them  up  to  execration.  This,  Mr.  President,  is  what 
we  are  doing.  It  is  not  in  vain  to  address  the  south.  Though  they  cry  cot  agaiasi 
our  interference,  yet  it  is  because  they  feel  that  they  are  about  to  be  exposed— this 
we  can  continue  to  do^this  weioi'//  do,  till  they  <luiT  STEALnf  g.  (Applause.)  Tbey 
are  not  immoveable.  The  time  will  come,  when  they  will  give  ear  to  our  appeals  for 
justice  and  mercy,  and  honor  too.  We  have  divine  truth  on  oar  side,  and  it  w  injustice 
to  God  to  suppose  that  his  truth  will  not  have  effect.  Only  agitate,  and  agitate,  aad 
illustrate  and  press,  and  the  work  will  be  accomplished. 

But  it  is  said,  and  that  not  long  since^'  They  have  a  right  to  their  slaves.'— -> 
Monstrous!  They  have  no  right.  Strange  that  at  this  day  and  in  this  part  of  the 
country  such  a  claim  should  be  set  up.  How  easy  to  dbprove  their  *  right.*  I  appeal 
to  the  tente  of  futtice  in  every  breast.  Look  at  the  case.  Soppoee  a  few  white  citi- 
sens  are  captured  by  Algerines.  Do  you  say  they  have  a  right  te  their  plunder  t  A 
few  years  ago,  when  the  Algerines  captured  a  fe#  of  our  fellow  citizens,  the  news  of 
the  outrage  electrified  the  land,  a  thousand  voices  spoke  for  justice,  vessels  were  fitted 
out,  and  ihe  public  mind  would  not  rest  till  our  fellow  citizens  were  I'escoedfrom  their 
barbarous  bondage.  How  fearfully  inconsistent,  now,  should  we  allow  2,000,000  of 
our  fellow  men  to  be  kept  bound  fur  years ;  and  the  number  kept  good  for  generations. 
The  cases  are  parallel.  No  matter  how  many  links  connect  the  slave  with  his  an- 
cestors,  rightfully  free  in  their  native  Affica;  no  matter  how  long  laws  have  legalized 
their  liondage;  they  were  born  free,  and  no  eqoal  man  can  take  away  fheir  birihright. 
Free  they  were  originally,  and  no  circumstances  can  change  the  nature  ef  things. 

How  easy  to  disprove  this  claim  from  the  Declaration  of  Independence.  *  All  men 
are  !x>ra  equal.'    Whenoe  then  the  right  of  one  to  usurp  tyranny  over  anolherl 

We  disprove  it  too  from  the  Bible.  *  Thou  shalt  not  steal,*  <  He  that  stealeth 
a  man  shall  be  put  to  death.'  The  slaves  can  say  as  Joseph  did, '  For  indeed  I  was 
stolen  away  out  of  the  land  ef  the  Hebrews.'  But  if  the  Bible  warrants  slavery, 
then  why  not  give  them  the  Biblel  Ah,  they  dare  not.  It  teaches  nothing  like  the 
right  te  hold  men  in  involuntary  bondage,  nor  as  property.  No,  there  is  nothing  can 
give  a  right  but  <  a  bill  of  tale  frera  the  Almighty.' 

I  know  something  of  slavery,  I  have  seen  it.  But  I  would  not  rail  against  voj 
brethren.  I  have  experienced  great  hospiulity.  The  southern  people  are  a  nobk 
and  generous  race,  and  their  good  traits  too  frequently  cover  the  odiousness  of  their 
slare  system  from  the  eyes  of  northern  men.  It  is  not  uncommon  for  gentlemen  from 
tke  North  to  make  the  tour  of  the  whole  South,  and  absoloteHy  never  to  tee  slavery  as 
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It  li.  They  mo  Md  ejEperienee  the  generosity  of  the  Sooth,  and  return  <  corrected  of 
their  prejudicet/  as  they  say,  and  even  in  love  with  the  whole  system  of  things  there. 
But  it  rieeds  a  residence  of  years,  a  oitixenship  there,  to  see  the  horrors  of  slavery. 
This  was  my  lot. 

One  thought,  to  urge  and  encourage  us  in  our  course.-^Theee  men,  for  whom  we 
plead,  cannot  tptak  for  themtelvet.  Their  mouths  are  muxzled.  How  deplore* 
ble  !  Why)  We  think  it  an  abridgment  ef  the  liberty  of  speech  to  be  driven  here,  to 
utter  our  opinions;  and  perhaps  it  is  partiallv  so:  but  suppose  you  could  say  nothing. 
This  is  the  slave's  case.  How  cheerfully  ought  we  to  volunteer  our  services  to  pl«>ad 
the  cause  of  the  aeedy;  and  how  hard-hearted  he  who  is  reluctant  te  s|)eak,  and  to 
hear  the  story  of  oppression,  and  who  shuts  up  his  bowels  of  compassion !  *  How 
dwellcth  tlie  love  of  God  in  him  1  *  *  He  that  loveth  God,  loveth  his  brother  also.*  He, 
in  his  turn,  shall  cry  and  not  be  beard.  How  cruel  and  unchristian  to  shut  up  church- 
es against  this  cause  !  Is  not  this  stopping  the  ear  from  the  cry  of  the  poor  and 
needy  1    How  inconsistent  with  christian  character  ! 

Let  us  to-day  avow  anew  eternal  enmity  to  slavery.  When  we  remember  the  con- 
test of  our  fiithers  for  liberty,  how  they  spoke,  and  fought,  and  bled;  can  we  let  our 
voice  cease,  or  our  hands  grow  weary  in  the  work  of  carrying  out  what  they  began  1 
Whatever  men  may  think,  I  would  say,  *  let  my  tongue  cleave  to  the  roof  of  my  mouth, 
let  my  right  hand  forget  her  cunning,'  if  I  ever  cease  to  speak  and  to  act  for  the  poor 
•lave. 

The  great  moral  war  is  but  begun.  The  collision  of  truth  with  error,  of  duty  with 
expediency,  will  produce  commotion,  but  truth  and  duty  must  and  will  prevail.  Should 
my  aame  reach  the  next  generation,  let  it  be  found  in  connexion  with  Abolition.  I 
would  sooner  be  execrated  as  a  tory  of  the  Revolution,  than  to  be  known  liereafter  as 
one  who  stood  aloof  from  or  opposed  the  movements  now  in  progress  for  laying  the 
last  stone  on  the  yet  unfinished  temple  of  Liberty.    (Applause.) 

But  above  all;  when  I  am  summoned  to  Judgmeot,  let  me  then  be  found  to  have 
bee*  the  unBinching  friend  of  God's  poor;  and  let  me  hear  my  Saviour  say,  *  Inas- 
auch  as  ye  did  it  unto  one  of  the  least  of  these  my  brethren,  ye  did  it  unto  me— 
cooie,  inherit  the  kingdom  prepared  for  you  from  the  Anindation  of  the  tvorld.'  (Ap- 
plause.) 

Rev.  Mr.  RUSSEX4>,  of  Lynn.  Mr.  President,  I  hope  tlie  resolution  will  pnss. — 
I  feel  it  a  duty  and  a  privilege  to  make  a  few  remarks.  When  I  look  around,  I  see 
much  to  discourage  and  akurm  :  but  when  I  look  back,  and  compare  the  present  witb 
tlM  past,  I  thank  God  and  take  courage.  It  was  my  privilege  to  attend  the  first  an« 
niversary  of  this  Society,  at  a  time  whea  colonization  absorbed  the  mind  of  tlie  na- 
tioa,  and  there  were  few  hearts  to  feel;  few  brethren  and  few  ministers  to  speak  di^ 
ractly  for  the  slave.  We  now  see  an  answer  to  our  pra}'ers,  the  result  of  our  kibors.- 
Wbatdolseel  Eight  hundred  AnU-SUttenf  Socieliet,  a  multitude  of  minds 
feeling  ibr  us,  pleading  the  cause  of  the  needy,  breasting  the  enemy,  fighting,  not  with* 
carnal  weapons,  but  the  keen  and  potent  ones  of  truth  and  kindne^'S  and  love.  Whei» 
I  see  this  change,  1  am  encouraged,  and  my  heart  leaps  for  joy.  I  look  forward  l» 
the  time  when  tlie  banners  of  liberty  shall  wave  universally  over  our  laud. 

The  resolution  asseru  the  peacefulness  of  abolition  principles.  They  are  strictly  sor 
But  how  often  is  it  thrown  in  our  faces,  that  *  you  abolitionists  are  stirring  up  strife  !' 
Sir,  to  this  we  plead  both  guilty  and  not  guilty.  We  have  *  etirred  ttp,'(with  emphatic 
gealaca)  aod  ever  aiay  we  be  guilty  of  <  siirriag  up,'  while  this  inhwpan  apathy  pre- 
▼asli.  (ApplMM.)  This  •fStci  has  always  been  produced  when  Uuth  has  baiUed  it 
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with  error.  Wlken  Chriit  apptared,  He '  tCirred  up '  a  certain  claM  wboae  wickecP 
neiis  be  reproved.  When  arraigned  before  Pontius  Pilate,  thii  was  the  charge  and  tber 
acclamation-— *  He  ttirreth  up  the  people* — 'crucify  him— crucify  him.*  It  wa» 
true  in  part.  He  *  stirred  up,'  not  the  people^  but  the  Pharisees,  Lawyers  and  Doc- 
tors—those <  whited  sepulchres  * — fair  outride,  but  within  full  of  hypocrisy  and  wick- 
edness. 

Follow  the  apostle  Paul.  Ht  •  stirred  up  *  the  people  too.  When  at  Damascus, 
he  preached  Christ,  the  Jews  were  *  stirred  up  *  to  kill  him,  and  it  was  only  b}*  his 
l>eiiig  let  down  by  the  wall  in  a  basket  that  he  escaped. — When  be  preached  at  Eph- 
esus,  the  seat  of  Diana*s  temple,  those  whose  craft  was  in  danger  were  '  stirred  op  '  by 
one  Demetrius,  and  quite  a  mob  was  raised,  the  most  part  of  which  knew  not  where- 
fore they  had  come  together— only  they  knew  that  Paul's  preaching  was  opposed  ta 
their  received  religion,  and  so  to  put  it  down,  they  strained  their  throats  for  the  space 
of  two  hours,  crying  out,  *  Gkkit  is  Diana  or  the  Ephesians.'  At  Tliessalonica 
too,  the  Jews  which  believed  not,  *  stirred  up '  *  certain  lewd  fellows  of  the  baser 
sort,'  and  set  all  the  city  in  an  uproar,  and  assaulted  Jason's  house  that  harbored 
Paul  and  his  company,  and  wlien  they  did  not  find  them,  drew  Jason  before  the  rul- 
ers of  tlie  city,  and  accused  him  of  harboring  those  that  had  in  other  phicea  tnmed 
the  world  upside  down,  and  declared  they  had  now  come  there  for  that  parpoee* 
Why,  verily  Paul  had  the  spirit  of  a  modern  abolitionist,  (applause) — wherever  he 
went,  some  how  or  other  the  people  were  at  once  'stirred  op '  to  mob  him. 

It  has  been  just  so  in  every  succeeding  age.  Luther  stirred  up  Pope,  Cardinab 
and  Friars,  till  the  church  was  reformed.  Moral  Reformers  have  ever  tomtd  the 
world  topsy  turvy,and  *  stirred  up'  the  people,  till  they  should  stand  right  end  up, 
with  their  feet  planted  on  the  everlasting  rock  of  troth.  They  are  not  so  now.  Heav- 
en speed  reform  till  disorder  shall  be  rectified,  and  the  world  shall  be  brought  t» 
rights. 

W^hen  Garrison  enlisted  ia  this  cause,  be  did  it  to  'stir  up '  the  people,  and  he  has 
DONE  IT.  (Applause.) 

There  have  been  insurrections  produced  by  abolition  principles,  bnt  where  and 
for  what  objecti  Not  at  Southampton  to  cut  the  throats  of  men,  but  at  Boston  t» 
mob  the  kidies,  (apphinse) — insurrections  of  '  gentlemen  of  property  and  standing* 
to  make  a  coalition  with  southern  nabobs.  I  will  tell  what  I  have  seen.  I  visited 
Bath  in  Maine  last  year,  and  pleaded  the  cause  of  2,000,000  of  fellow  men  hi  the 
Baptiiit  church  there.  Immediately  the  officers  of  the  customs  '  stirred  np  the  people,' 
and  said,  we  most  pot  this  down.  Our  vesseb  will  be  burned  in  the  sootbam  porta, — 
we  can't  carry  their  cotton— we  shall  lose  our  business.  Drum  him  out  of  the 
town.  When  George  Thompson  came  to  Lynn,  the  people  were  'stirred  up'  and 
exclaimed, '  we  shall  lose  our  shoes ' — *  our  town  will  be  ruined,' — and  certain '  gen- 
tlemen of  property  and  standing'  gathered  a  company,  itod  said  to  tbem,  *If  yo«  will 
mob  him,  we  will  find  rum  and  eggs.*'  (Applause.) 

But  abolition  light  and  love  are  going  Sooth.  They  are  progressive,  and  seoo  wHI 
they  kindle  up  a  spirit  of  benevolence  in  our  land  which  many  waters  cannot  qaench. 

I  have  read  the  history  of  Slavery  from  the  beginning,  and  have  observed  that  ia- 
snrrections  are  more  to  be  traced  to  pale-faced  aristoerata  than  to  the  suffering  blacks* 
When  Thomas  Glarkson  first  preached  abolition,  who  was  it  that  woukl  have  thrown 
him  into  the  dock  1  Those  who  got  their  living  by  the  Cokmial  trade.  What  canned 
the  insurrection  in  St.  Domingo  1  When,  alter  the  French  National  CoaveotioD 
had  voted  to  the  Tree  blacks  the  right  of  soffirage,  28^000  of  tbesat  wkb  30,000  whiles, 
askad  for  their  righu,  and  they  ware  rtfuaad;  U  waa  not  till Ihey  had baao  goaded o» 
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by  opprenioD  for  two  y«ftrt«  tbat  they  at  lut  rote  in  int8rreetioi«  aftd  tl^a  not  exciiad 
by  abolitionists  but  by  their  oppressors. 

losorrectioD  has  always  been  excited  by  oppression,  and  dot  by  preaching  light  and 
tote.  We  have  infinitely  more  to  f«a^  from  the  mad  codrse  of  *  gentlemen  of  property 
and  standing/  in  the  North,  East,  West  and  South,  than  from  the  slaves  themselves. 
They  are  passive,  and  will  endure  while  there  is  a  gleam  of  hope;  but  extinguish  that 
star,  and  they  will  be  goaided  to  desperation.  Extingnlsh  the  light  we  are  sending  eut# 
and  leave  the  slave  not  even  a  distant  hope  of  freedom,  and  we  shall  witness  hi  oot 
country  the  scenea  of  1794  in  St.  Doftiingo.  Seal  ap  odr  Hpe,  flod  gloomy  is  the  prot- 
pect  for  oor  land.  Our  only  hope  it  in  God,  that  while  we  hibor  for  the  slaves, 
they  will  contimie  snbmisaive,  until  He  who  directs  the  counsels  of  nations  shall 
either  providentially  mete  out  his  vengeance  upon  their  oppressors,  or  bring  tbeft 
Jubilee,  when  Irberty  shall  be  proclaimed  to  the  captive  Md  the  epcning  of  the  prisotf- 
doors  to  them  that  are  bound. 

Ret.  Mr.  FITCH  offered  the  following  resolution: 

Retohtd,  That,  while  we  look  wed  to  the  dangers  which  threaten  ourselves, 
as  tfae  advocates  of  free  disciiision,  we  ought  also  to  Leep  full  In  mind  the  Whyftgs 
and  saflerings  of  the  slave. 

Ife  spoke  in  support  of  it  as  follows: — Mr.  President :  Tliere  Is  danger,  at  thia 
juncture,  lest  we  lose  sight  of  the  end  of  o<ir  organization  as  an  Anti-SUivei^  Society* 
We  are  opposed  and  oppressed.  We  are  forbidden  to  speak  And  aredriten  ioto  cor* 
nera,  and  there  is  danger  that  in  resisting  oppression  and  chiiming  rights.  We  shall 
forget  the  greater  sufferings  of  tboke  for  whotn  We  plead.  There  is  danger  that  ooir 
benevolence  will  degenerate  into  selfishness.  Let  us  dwell  less  on  oOr  oWo  Wrongs  and 
the  danger  that  threatens,  and  think  and  say  mofe  about  tli6  infinitely  more  opprcs- 
aive  wrongs  of  the  slave.  I  don't  like  this  turning  aside  to  Inflict  diastisement  (de- 
aerved  indeed)  upon  Boston.*  I  would  leave  Boetonians  to  the  <!orrosions  of  shame- 
ful recollections,  and  to  the  lashings  of  their  own  consciences.    (Appbuse.) 

What  are  the  wrongs  of  the  stave  1  Perhaps  yon  are  a  husb&nd  and  tf  father.'** 
Ton  have  by  industry  acquired  a  little  which  yoQ  determine  to  devote  tobuyrngaiariii 
ftt  the  West.  The  time  is  fixed  for  removal.  The  night  before  yon  are  (o  start,  your 
house  is  broken  open  and  your  little  all  is  lost.  The  plunderer  yon  call  a  thitf.  This 
is  a  great  deal  to  suffer,  but  what  compared  with  the  endurance  of  the  slave  1  What 
name  does  he  deserve  who  robe  a'man  of  himself  1  Or,  wbftt  if  Just  at  the  end  of 
^our  journey,  you  are  robbed  of  all,  and  ltd  houseless  and  friendless  amongst  strang- 
tn  or  in  a  wiklerness  1  You  are  yet  a  man  and  (tec,  you  have  all  die  bodily  facultiea 
of  a  man,  and  can  choose  where  you  will  go  and  what  to  do  to  support  yours^f  and 
family.  But  wliat  is  the  condition  of  the  slave  1  Whh  a  mind  tlyat  cannot  be  com- 
pletely repressed,  he  feels  the  burdetisome  consciousneas  that  tie  is  almost  a  brute, 
nay,  almost  a  thing.  Is  the  wide  world  open  to  him  1  No.  He  must  exist  and  labor 
at  the  will  of  another.  He  is  robbed  of  a  property,  which  you  have  not  kist— himself. 
But  suppose  your  wife  is  set  up  and  sold  to  the  highest  bidder-^oor  cbiklren  too,  soM 
and  carried  you  know  not  whither.  Caa  you  imagine  the  outrage  1  This  is  slitert. 
It  is  said  that  when  we  call  this  robbery,  we  use  a  bard  word.  I  do  not  feel  that  it 
is.  That  word  comes  far  shot t  of  expressing  the  amount  of  iniquity  and  horror  of 
the  system.  SLAVERY  is  the  hardest  word  that  shivery  can  be  called,  and  SLA- 
VERY let  it  be  called.    But  use  not  tlie  word  without  thought.    Gather  into  a  fore* 

'*AIIudfaif  to  a  debste  on  a  resolotkNi  iatredueed  br  Mr.  Stautoar  wbidi  ws«  withdrawn,  and 
paiMd  in  a  modified  form,  the  uext  day. 
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of  feeling  all  your  pity,  horror  and  indigoation  for  the  sufferiogi  of  your  brother,  anil 
tbeo  expresa  it  in  one  word— SLAVERY  ! 

Why^  1  am  told,  it  is  cominon  to  work  slaves  to  death.  I  do  aot  noean  aa  every 
day  business,  that  would  be  unprofitable;  but  at  certain  juncturea,  to  aaake  close  cal» 
culations  and  in  time  of  good  markets  for  cotton  or  rice,  to  deliberately  task  the  slaves 
beyond  their  powers  of  endurance  to  hurry  the  crops  into  market.  It  is  calculated 
they  can  tuffordit  t  Yes,  the  increased  price  of  cotton  will  more  than  replace  the 
loss  by  death,  of  a  few  aegrooit !  !  Is  MURl»£R  a  *  hard  word'  hi  slavery  1  Who 
would  not  rather  die  any  other  way  1 

There  ia  another  point  I  cannot  bring  up  without  shame.  Perhafa  there  are  some 
here  who  have  heard  what  1  am  about  to  relate  before;  for  I  am  in  the  habit  of 
speaking  on  this  subject  iq  seas«>n  and  out  of  seaso*.  Bear  with  ne.  A  fact.  It  ia 
stated  by  a  clegyman  who  learned  it  in  Washington,  and  gives  me  liberty  to  repeat  it, 
withholding  hie  name.  A  pious  physician  of  that  city  told  him,  that  a  mulatto  female, 
amemlier  of  the  same  church  wkh  himself,  called  on  him  one  day  io  great  distress,  for 
his  advice.  She  stated  that  her  master's  son  was  in  the  practice  of  compelling  her  to 
his  bed.    She  dared  not  complain  to  his  father. 

[Mr.  Fitch  also  alluded  to  an  authentic  cace  of  crimifial  intercourse  with  a  female 
•lave  on  the  part  of  a  certain  D.  D.  and  hia  son  at  the  south,  and  then  remarked :] 

This  is  slavery.  Can  any  other  word  express  it  %  It  is  worse  thaa  fercible  viol*' 
tioB  of  female  purity,  for  it  legalises  the  iniquity,  and  *  so  wraps  it  up.'  Is  it  not  de- 
sirable to  look  to  the  sufferings  of  the  shivea,  and  to  do  something  thai  shall  reetily 
moral  sentiment  at  the  south  1 

Mr.  GROSVENOR  wished  to  refer  to  a  feet  io  Roman  history,  in  coMeaioa  with 
the  facts  related  by  Mr.  Fitch.  The  topic  ia  both  delicate  and  iudelieate*  The  in-^ 
cident  is  the  case  of  Lucretia.  She  would  sarvive  her  violatioo  on|y  long  enough  to 
make  known  the  brutality  of  Tarquin.  The  exposure  of  her  vktuoui  body  to  the 
eyes  of  the  Senate,  excited  universal  indignation,  and  the  popuhice  joined  and  drove^ 
the  Tarquins  forever  from  the  throne.  This  occurred  in  heathen  Rome;  laitin  Chris* 
tian  America,  Tarquins  art  protected  by  law,  and  our  Lucretias  art  cut  off  from  ael^- 
defence* 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  a  colored  man,  was  introduced,  wlm  said  he  could  tell  us  some- 
thing about  slavery.  He  ibicto  what  it  was.  1  was  born  in  Afeka,  aeveral  hundred 
miles  up  the  Gan»bia  River.  Fine  country  dat;  but  we  are  tailed  heathen  in  die 
Christian — no— I  don't  know  what  to  call  it — tn  dis — enlighitned  healken  country. 
(Laugh.)  But  the  vilbgers  in  tliat  coimtry  are  very  kind.  When  you  go  into  house, 
first  question  is,  have  you  had  any  thing  to  eat  1  Bring  water— you  wash— and  den 
eat  much  you  want,  and  all  yoa  got  do  is  tank  em  for  it — not  one  fip  you  pay.  If  yoa 
are  sick,  nurse  you,  and  make  you  well  ^  Bot  one  fip  you  pay.  If  you  want  clothing, 
one  woman  put  in  two  knots  warp,  one  puts  in  two  knots  filling,  and  so  on;  den  men 
weave  it,  and  you  cut  out  juat  such  garment  yoa  like;  not  one  fip  you  pay.  (Ap» 
plause.) 

When  I  was  nine  years  old,  I  was  out  with  my  aunt  to  get  figs;  figs  grow  wild  in- 
dat  country;  I  had  to  crawl  amongst  dt  bushea;  when  all  at  once  I  feel  something 
pull  my  leg.  I  look  round,  und  couki  see  no  auet,  nothing  but  man  of  my  own  color; 
And  I  never  seed  my  aunt  since.  Dis  man  took  me  to  Massurdoo  (Mesurado  1)  First 
white  maa  I  ever  see  was  Com.  Bowen  of  Providence,  R.  I.,  and  I  tot  he  wasdede'viL 
<Laugh.)  My  own  cok>r  told  me  he  was  a  man,  but  I  couU  not  believe  it.  I  waa 
Jbro*t  to  Savannah.    I  could  not  eat  corn-meal >  net  used  to  it;    so  I  havt  liltlt  bit 
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riee,  and  little  hominy ;  tbeo  go  out  every  day  to  <  pfcuidcr,*  (get  fonetliiof  to  eat.) 
Dm  kept  me  from  being  told,  till,  being  the  hist  one,  Capt.  Boee  look  ibr  me  two 
days ;  den  taid  you  roaotn*t  go  way  to-day ;  ^Te  me  all  rice  I  wanted ;  eet  me  upon 
table  like  dat,  (pointing.)  Capt.  Bom  ulk  to  people ;  dey  look  at  me,  and  feel  of 
me.  By  and  by,  roan  wid  mallet  begin  to  talk  and  iwiog  big  mallet;  dey  talk  once 
in  while;  he  *jabber,  jabber,  jabber,'  I  no  underscand;  den  he  fetch  hit  mallet  down, 
and  all  stop.  Capt.  Boss  s^id,  you  go  wid  dat  roan.  My  master  was  (^m.  Boweo. 
He  was  more  father  than  master.  He  always  said  he  should  set  me  free  before  be 
died.  But  he  died  soon,  and  I  was  left  by  will  to  his  nephew.  Judge  Bowen,  from 
Providence,  with  instructions  that  I  should  be  free  as  soon  as  I  couki  uke  care  of 
myself.  But  not  to  dwell,  I  was  in  slatert.  (A  deep  emotion  was  produced  in 
the  audience  by  this  simple  narrative.) 

He  stated  some  of  his  experience  and  observation  of  the  evils  of  slavery.  One  day 
my  master  was  dining  with  a  gentleman  who  had  a  wife  as  black  as  dat  hat.  A  youof 
colored  woman,  as  likely /or  her  color  as  any  lady  in  dis  assembly,  (a  laugh,)  wait- 
ed on  table.  She  happened  to  spiU  a  little  gravy  on  the  gown  of  her  mistress.  The 
gentleman  took  the  carving-knife,  dragged  her  out  to  wood  pile,  and  cut  her  head  off; 
den  irash  bis  hands,  come  in  and  finish  hb  dinner  like  nothing  had  happened  !  Do 
you  call  dat  a  (^ristian  country  1  I  never  saw  the  like  in  Africa.  Mr.  Oloey  dropped 
his  knife  and  fork,  and  eat  no  more.  The  court  was  sitting;  he  was  then  a  kwyer. 
He  told  the  thing  to  several,  but  they  only  said,  That  is  a  Northern  man,  he  aia't  used 
to  our  customs;  let  him  take  himself  back  again,  if  he  don't  like  oar  ways. 

I  have  seen  a  Christian  professor,  after  the  communion,  have  four  slaves  tied  to* 
gether  and  whipped  raw,  and  then  washed  with  beef  brine.  I  knew  eight  slaves  once 
shut  up  in  a  barn  one  night,  to  be  whipped  next  morning  i  it  was  winter,  and  they  all 
escaped  the  lash,  for  they  died  I  I  have  known  a  man  ofier  $500  for  shooting  a  slave 
for  going  to  meeting.  I  knew  one  Tom  Buckine,  he  was  whipped  150  lashes  eveiy 
Monday,  and  washed  with  brine,  for  going  to  meeting,  but  that  did  not  stop  him. — 
Directly  after  he  was  whipped,  he  would  jump  over  fence  and  pray  for  his  master. 

It  is  common  for  the  slaves  to  have  *  stents,'  and  if  you  no  do  them,  you  get  whip. 
If  child  cries,  and  mother  has  to  stop  to  nurse  it,  and  so  the  row  gets  behind,  the 
husband  helps  it  along  to  keep  whip  off  wife's  back,  and  frequently  gets  it  on  his 
own :  for  who  could  see  a  woman  whipped  for  taking  care  of  his  own  childl  (Emo- 
tion.) Slavery  i$  tnott  eruelett  thing  in  de  world.  [Mr.  J.  here  expatiated  very 
sensibly  upon  the  peculiar  evils  of  slavery  in  this  country,  nnd  very  suddenly  pointed 
to  Mr.  Garrison,  and  said, '  Dat  man  is  de  Moses  raised  up  for  our  deliverance.' — 
(Tremendous  applause.)  [The  reporter  did  not  perceive  the  connexion  of  his  narra- 
tive of  events  in  Boston,  with  those  of  his  previous  life.  He  said,]  One  night  as  he 
was  going  over  to  Cambridge,  he  stopped  at  the  toll-bridge,  and  got  into  conversation 
with  a  man  about  the  difficulty  of  getting  pay  for  certain  medical  prescriptions,  on 
account  of  not  being  a  licensed  physician.  This  man  told  him  an  easier  way  to  gel 
money.  <  I  can  tell  you  how  you  can  make  )|t5000  easily.'  He  *  took  the  hint,*  (ref^ 
erenoe  vras  had  to  the  reward  for  Mr.  Garrison's  head,)  nnd  replied,  *  I  would  not  be 
the  roan  to  do  that,  I  would  defend  him  with  my  blood;  I  would  wear  a  sword  and 
eut  the  mnn's  head  off,  who  should  offer  to  touch  him.'  (He  also  stated  some  anec- 
dotes of  *  Walker's  Appeal.')  I  lent  it  to  a  man.  He  said,  *  I  have  read  your  book.^ 
Well,  how  you  like  1  •  O,  very  well,  all  6ii<— '  Well,  bring  your  « buit  'to  me ; 
I've  got  an  axe  to  chop  them  off.  (Laugh.)  He  afterwards  lent  it  to  a  Mr.  Welch » 
who  also  liked  it  *  all  but.*^Ut  proposed  the  same  disposition  of  his  difficulty.    Mr 
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W.  Mid  alto,  *  He  (Walker)  wanU  to  abed  Mood/  He  then  had  thii  ar|;tiineot  widi 
Mr.  W.:  «  Wan*l  you  a  transport  1 '  •  No.'  « Well,  your  fHihera  were^banifhed  to 
an  iiland— dare  not  go  back-^eath ;  canie  to  tbti  conntry ;  they  (English)  wanted  to 
put  theoi  under  '  injunction.*  Now,  bow  did  you  get  lil)erty  1 '  *  Our  futhers  fuughi 
lor  it.*  Were  you  Christiana  1  *  •  Yes.*  *  What !  and  fought  for  liberty— God  for- 
bid.* (Applause.)  '  O,  tread  on  an  insect,  and  if  it  can  do  nothing  more,  be  will 
bite  your  foot.'  (AppUuse.)  I  will  contend  for  liberty  as  long  as  I  live.  (Applause.) 
Tbia  day  we  are  met  to  help  the  liberty  of  the  staves,  2^ome  say  they  had  rather  be 
tlavei  than  free.  What !  If  you  bad  horse,  would  you  give  him  a  pint  of  corn  a 
day;  ca^a  man  be  content  wid  dnti  01  bow  many  children,  boy  like  dat,  go  to 
master's  crib  every  Saturday  night,  and  draw  out  two  quarts  com  for  a  week.  Man 
apd  wife  draw  half  a  bushel,  and  two  or  three  herring.  What,  if  you  bold  em  up  in 
t«mb  and  finger*  de  wind  would  blow  eo)  away,  so  salt  eaten.  Masters  often  giv9 
aervant  nine-pence  to  get  food  for  dog;  yes,  he  woqld  pay  dog*s  board,  but  leave  slave 
10  take  care  himself.  [The  narrator  was  requested  to  give  an  account  of  bis  escape 
from  slavery.  It  would  appear  that  Judg^t  Mouen,  in  some  way,  took  law,  in  reier- 
•nee  to  certain  blacks,  and  in  their  behalf,  into  his  own  hand«,  so  as  to  offend  his  feU 
low  judge,  and  matters  came  to  such  a  pass  that  Judge  B.  drew  a  pistol  upon  him  in 
Jtba  Cotut  House.  *They  had  an  "  insurrection  "  in  court,'  said  Mr.  J.;  (his  roan* 
ner,  and  the  previous  references  4o  '  insurrection,'  caused  a  great  Inugh.)  His  diffi* 
colties  finally  compelled  him  to  come  to  his  native  North,  The  narrator  was  brought 
nknig,  though  still  held  as  a  skive.  The  story  became  still  more  interesting  and  amua- 
ing,  so  that  the  reporters  dropi»ed  their  pens,  and  enjoyed  the  sallies  of  his  wit  wiib 
ti^e  audience..] 

Mr.  WRIGHT  moved  the  tbanki  of  the  Society  te  Mr.  Sears  for  the  use  of  his  k>(l 
Igf  \iM  anniversary. 

Mr.  i^MA3A  WALKER.  Mr.  President,  I  second  the  motion.  Mr.  Sears  neitb- 
#r  expects  nor  desires  a  vote  of  thanks.  He  has  cheerfully  accommodated  us,  and  be 
}%  Qot  the  man  to  fall  into  the  current,  when  it  is  fashionable  to  proscribe  and  repress 
men  for  speaking  their  opinions.  But  I  wish  to  say  a  few  things  suggested  by  the 
metioD.  It  is  doubtful  whether  even  this  place  can  be  had  for  an  anti-sUvery  meet- 
ing another  year.  It  is  a  question  wlieiher  there  can  be  a  hall  for  free  discussion  on 
tbia  site ;  and  if  not,  I  know  not  but  anti-slavery  will  be  absolutely  expelled  from  Bos* 
t^,  i.  e.  to  hold  its  meetings.  I  trust  we  feel  to-day,  liule  fear  of  becoming  extinct. 
The  subject  I  am  about  to  propose,  then,  ij  very  appropriate  to  be  brought  liefore  tbe 
4iiti-Skivery  Society,  and  claims  regard  from  all  tbe  friends  of  free  discussion  in  Bos* 
CoQ,  and  even  througboi|t  the  State.  Tbe  Marlboro*  Hotel  property  is  now  owned  bj 
tbe  Free  Church,  under  the  title  of  the  Marlboro*  (Corporation.  Tbey  gave  lor  tbe 
property  $46,000:  to  build  will  cost  $9,000  more;  thea  the  rents  in  front  will  pay 
tbe  interest  of  all,  and  leave  tbe  Hall  free.  This  is  tbe  object  we  wish  to  accomplish, 
Mr.  Sears,  who  is  trustee  for  tlie  Corporation,  could  sell  tbe  property  for  $10,000 
profit  tOfday;  but  we  are  unwilling  to  let  it  go,  without  an  eflort  to  accomplish  our 
If  ishes^  We  want,  then,  to  borrow,  not  beg  money  enough  to  erect  a  large  and  coiq* 
roodiooa  hall,  that  this  city  may  have  one  place  ponsecrated  to  religion  and  free  die* 
onasioQ.  <  Can't  you  get  money  1  *  No.  This  Corpora) ion  is  poor.  Tbe  wealih 
and  aristocracy  are  against  us.  Tbe  Free  Cliurch  has  done  nobly.  They  bare  pnt 
their  shoulder  to  the  wheel;  but  tbey  can  carry  tbe  enterprise  do  further.  How  do 
we  propose  to  raise  ill  We  will  mortgage  the  pro|)ert^  for  aecurity  for  the  necessary 
amount,  give  oor,  aotes  for  five  years,  and  pay  interest  semi-annually,    Tbe  Corpora* 
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tkm  ferp«tiiaie  thomselvM,  nod  by  fheir  act  -of  iDcorp«ration,  hold  Um  pi)0|>erty  for 
the  parochial  intarett  of  the  Free  Church. 

Mr.  MAY  gpoke  as  followi  :^Mr.  President,  I  rejoice  tlmt  1  am  here.  It  will  not 
be  taking  God's  name  in  vaiti  to  say,  I  thank  God  that  I  am  here— for  if  ever  kind 
feelings,  high  purposes,  holy  resolutions  were  awakened  in  my  Ijearl,  it  has  been  in 
the  meetings  of  this  Society,  or  iu  the  company  of  abolitiunists  ebewliere.  Think 
not,  sir,  because  my  domestic  ties  have  withdrawn  roe  from  my  public  agency  in  this 
eauae,  that  my  interest  in  it  has  abated,  or  my  ardor  cooled.  Thip,  1  iruiit*  will  never 
be— certainly  not  until  the  crj'ing  abomination  of  the  land  is  annihilated;  and  then, 
if  I  live  to  see  that  day,  which  cannot  be  for  oflT,  having  joined  with  an  overflowing 
heart  in  the  grateful  Hallelujah  of  the  redeemed,  I  pray  tJiat  I  may  bave  resolution, 
renewed  and  strengthened  by  success,  to  unite  io  an  assault  upon  some  other  evil  that 
afflicts  our  country  and  the  world. 

Mr.  President,  I  am  now,  you  know,  a  resident  in  the  Old  Cokiny— not  many  miles 
from  Plymouth  rock.  My  thoughts  have  often,  of  late,  reverted  to  the  memorials  of 
those  high-souled  men,  who  first  came  there  seeking  an  asylum  from  civil  and  ecclesi- 
astical tyranny — and  I  have  been  impelled  onward  in  the  enterprise,  wliich  has  brought 
us  here  to-day  by  the  perception  I  have  clearly  had,  that  the  abolition  of  slavery  is 
but  another  and  a  broader  phaie  of  the  same  great  and  lioly  cause,  for  which  our 
Pilgrim  fathers  and  mothers  cheerfully  sacrificed  all  the  comforts  of  life  in  civilised 
England—encountered  the  perils  of  a  voyage  across  the  broad  Atlantic— and  the  hard- 
ships and  dangers  of  living  in  this  then  howling  wilderness. 

(Here  Mr.  May  went  on  at  some  length  to  trace  the  resemblance,  and  show  the  idoo- 
tily  of  their  purposes  and  ours.) 

If  then,  said  he,  fidelity  to  the  sacred  principles  of  civil  and  religious  liberty,  and 
of  sound  morality,  public  and  private,  demanded  of  our  puritan  forefathers  so  great 
exertions  and  sacrifices  as  they  made,  surely  the  far  grosser  viobitions  of  these  same 
principles, -wliich  we  see  at  this  day  in  our  country,  demand  of  us  at  least  as  great  ex- 
ertions aod  sacrifices  of  personal  oomibrt,  to  the  extent  even  of  our  lives. 

I  know,  Mr.  President,  I  shall  be  told  by  some,  that  the  resemblance  I  have  eo- 
deavored  to  point  out  is  not  real— for  the  Puritans  were  molested  in  their  oien  rights, 
persecuted  In  their  oien  persons — whereas  we  abolitionists,  they  say,  are  meddling  in 
other  folks  matters— we,  who  have  none  to  molest  us,  or  make  us  afraid,  in  the  exer- 
cise and  eiijoymeot  of  our  own  civil  and  religious  privileges,  are  undertaking  for  per- 
sons whom  we  never  saw,  who  are  far  away  from  us,  and  persons,  too,  who  have  never 
■elicited  as  to  assist  them. 

Sir,  I  am  ashamed  that  there  are  men  and  women,  ay,  professed  christians  and  chris- 
tian mhilsters,  too,  in  our  country,  who  would  have  it  thought,  that  a  man  must  suflfer 
injury  in  his  owa  person,  or  bis  own  rights  1)efore  he  can  reasonably  complain — that 
i(  is  therefore  no  grievance,  no  concern  of  mine,  that  there  are  millions  of  my  felbw 
beings,  my  countrymen,  who  are  trodden  down  into  the  dust,  who  are  denied  every 
thing  that  makes  this  life  pleasant,  and  are  shut  out  even  from  the  light  of  heaven.  I 
am  heartily  ashamed,  I  am  sincerely  grieved  that  there  are  suoh  men  and  women, 
professing  diristians  too,  in  our  bind ;  but.  Sir,  it  is  notorious  that  there  are  such, 
many  such  in  this  Commonwealth,  in  this  very  city ;  ay.  Sir,  among  the  lineal  de- 
scendants of  the  Pilgrims.  To  such,  therefbre,  it  is  necessary  to  show,  which  can  too 
easily  be  done,  that  we  are  ourselves  most  seriously  molested,  by  the  system  of  plarerr 
tM  its  abettors, in  the  exercise  of  our  civil  aad  religioos  liberties.  ^ 
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[Here  be  spoke  of  several  respects,  in  which  the  colored  and  alto  tfce  white  citnenv 
«f  Massnchusetu  saffer  a  serious  abridgment  of  their  privileges  and  immunities,  in 
oVder  thnt  the  shivebolderi  may  not  be  disturbed  in  their  anrighteonssess.] 

But  these.  Sir,  which  I  have  already  mentioned,  are  trifles  in  comparison  with  odi- 
•eri  I  am  going  to  speak  of.    Although  we  of  the  North  are  citixens  of  this  Republic^ 
and  as  surh  must  be  partakers  in  the  prosperity  or  ad^'ersity  of  the  nation;  although 
we  see  that  from  the  beginning  the  institution  of  shivery  has  been  a  fruitful  soorce  of 
•evil  to  our  body  politic ;  although  we  must  of  course  share  in  the  disgraee,  that  w 
brought  upon  us  by  this  gUiring  inconsistency  between  our  professions  and  oor  practices 
— and  roust  ere  long  suffer  with  the  rest  of  our  guilty  countrymen  under  the  inflictioBa 
•of  the  Almighty's  hand^if  his  hand  be  not  shortened  that  he  cannot  vindicate  the  on* 
•changeable  hi  ws  of  his  moral  government ;  although.  Sir,  we  have  bee»brongbt  toper* 
«eive,  that  we  and  onr  fdllow-citixens  of  New-England  have  been  and  still  are,  in  va- 
rious ways,  implicated  in  the  sin  of  slavery,  yet  are  we  most  peremptorily  forbidden  to 
4*epent,  or  to  do  any  works  meet  for  repentance.    This,  Mr.  President,  is  the  most 
•cruel  constraint  that  couki  be  imposed  upon  ns»to  be  compelled  to  be  parukers  of 
other  men's  sins,  compelled  to  be  silent  in  view  of  the  greatest  wrongs  man  can  inflict 
•upon  his  fellow.     Rather  than  submit  to  this,  who  wouM  not  wear  the  chain  himeelf  1 
Yet  this  is  the  constraint  which  the  abettors  of  shivery  in  onr  hind  would  (astea  npoa 
tis.    They  have  summoned  their  hosts  from  all  quarters.    They  have  taken  the  reina 
of  government  into  their  own  hands,  and  Jehu-Uke  (all  the  while  prochining  their 
seal  for  liberty)  have  driven  through  the  land,  trampling  under  foot  everyone  who  haa 
dared  to  raise  his  voice  abov^  a  whisper  against  American  Oppression. 

Sir,  for  one,  I  regard  tliis  as  tending  to  the  destmction  not  only  of  onr  civil  liberty^ 
but  of  our  religion  also.  Would  any  one  here  present  inqnire,  how  it  afieets  oor  re- 
ligions liberty  1  We  believe,  I  trust,  that  God  is  not  to  be  worshipped  by  a  service 
of  the  lips  alone.  We  desire  to  b|e  of  that  number,  who  love  God  not  in  word,  neith- 
er in  tongue,  but  in  deed  and  in  troth.  '  Wboao  hath  thw  workl*s  goods,  and  aaeth 
his  brother  have  need,  and  shutteth  op  his  bowels  of  compassion  from  him,  how  dwel- 
leth  the  h>ve  of  God  in  him  1  *  Now,  Sir,  we  do  see  millions  of  oor  brethren  in  this 
country,  who  have  need  of  every  thing  that  renders  this  life  desirable,  to  say  nothing 
of  another;  and  I  do  contend  that  to  require  of  us  to  withhold  oor  compassioB  froan 
them,  to  forbid  os  to  plead  for  them,  and  reboke  the  sin  of  their  oppressors — to  forbid 
us  to  do  all  we  can  to  awaken  a  poblic  interest  in  their  behal^to  enter  forcibly  oor 
meetings  when  we  have  assembled  to  consider  their  wrongs,  and  pray  and  oonsok  to- 
gether for  their  redemption — to  bum  op  oor  books,  and  threaten  us  with  ponishmcoc 
ai  common  law,  and  to  inflict  ponishment  upon  os  without  law — what  is  all  thisi— ia 
the  name  of  common  sense,  what  is  it  1  hot  to  persecote  os  for  righteoosness  sake,-^ 
to  abridge  the  liberty  of  our  consciences, — and  to  deny  os  the  privilege,  the  inestima- 
ble privik^e  of  folkiwisg  God  as  dear  chiklren — folk>wing  the  eiample  of  bis  beloved 
Son,  who  went  about  doing  good,  and  who  hibored  incessantly  to  expose  the  great 
wickedness  of  his  nation,  to  enlighten  the  ignorant,  and  raise  op  those  who  wore  bow- 
ed down.  I  had  much  rather  oor  opposers  sbbokl  atteospt  to  prevent  oor  ever  entering 
a  place  of  worship— ever  oflering  a  prayer  to  God  in  an  nodible  voice,  than  that  they 
shookl  attempt,  as  they  are  doing,  to  prevent  our  worshipping  our  Heavenly  Father  in 
deed  and  in  truth, 

I  might  say  more  on  this  point,  Shr,  did  time  permit.  Bnt  I  trost  I  have  said 
eaot^  to  show,  that,  in  this  coontry,  the  caose  of  civil  and  religioos  liberty  is  identi- 
fied with  the  anti-slavery  caose.    And  yet,  Sir,  with  deepest  shame  I  aekaowMfe, 
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ihii  lacred  cause  fiodi  but  liHle  favor  in  tbe  metropolii  of  New-Englaiidr  ia  lh»  cap- 
ital city  of  Maasachuietti.  Here,  Sir»  the  birthplace  of  the  American  Revolution,  the 
cauM  of  impartial  liberty  ie  riiet  out  from  all  the  churches  and  halls,  that  are  under 
the  control  of  the  citiaeM.  Thanks  to  the  representatives  of  the  yeomaary  of  Massa- 
chusetts, we  were  well  accommodated  last  evening.  But,  Sir,  in  tills  city,  although 
Faneuil  Hall  is  still  standing,  the  friends  uf  liberty  *  once  sacred,  now  trampled  upon,' 
the  friends  uf  true  liberty,  can  find  no  shelter  btU  ihU,  And  1  fear,  Mr#  Presidentr 
that  another  year,  we  shall  nut  have  even  so  good  a  room  fur  our  meeting  as  tbi^,  un* 
less  the  motion  of  my  brother,  who  preceded  me,  shall  prevail  upon  all,  who  are  able, 
40  assist  in  the  erection  upon  this  spot  of  a  building  such  as  is  comen»plated,-  and 
which  we  are  assured  shall  be  ever  open  to  the  advocates  of  our  oppressed  country 
men,  and  to  every  cause  of  moral  reformation. 

True,  Sir,  the  building  is  to  be  appropriated  in  part  to  the  use  of  »  particular 
«hurcb,  and  that  church  of  a  denomination  different  from  my  own.  Bat  I  am  en  that 
•accoont  none  the  less  willing  and  anxious  to  have  the  members  of  that  cliarch  well  ac 
«ommodated.  To  them,  Mr.  President,  you  know,  and  all  tlie  abolitionists  of  Boston 
4(now,  that  we  owe  more  than  to  all  the  other  churches  in  this  city.  Tliey  have  done 
all  it  was  ia  their  power  to  do  on  our  behalf.  They  have  suffered  with  us  and  fur  U8# 
And  it  is  a  pleasure  to  me  to  know,  that  we  now  have  an  opportunity  to  confer  a  favor 
•opon  them.  I  hope,  I  trust,  tliis  opportunity  will  be  eagerly  embraced  by  all  truly 
liberal  christians  among  us,  of  every  denomination.  I  ask  not  any  one  to  compromise 
his  religious  opinions.  1  have  not  compromised,  and  do  not  mean  to  compromise  my 
own.  1  am  as  much  of  a  Unitarian  as  ever — as  much  of  a  Unitarian  as  I  am  of  an 
Abolitionist.  But,  Sir,  I  believe  I  am  less  of  a  secUriaa,  than  perhaps  1  once  was# 
Highly  important  as  I  deem  the  theological  questions,  that  have  been  and  still  are  in 
controversy  between  us  and  our  orthodox  brethren,  1  cannot  consider  them  by  any 
means  so  important  as  the  great  moral  prineipUii  on  which  is  based  the  kingdom  of 
Christ — the  kingdom  of  righteousness,  peace  and  joy  in  the  holy  spirit.  I  cannot  re- 
gard doctrines,  which  too  of^en  play  round  the  head  but  come  not  to  the  heart,  so  truly 
evangelical  as  those  which  stir  men  up  to  labor  and  to  suffer  in  tbe  cause  of  humanity^ 
And  when  I  see  any  one  zealous  and  firm  in  advocating  and  maintaining  the  great 
asoral,  beneficent  principles  of  the  Gospel,  him  I  desire  to  embrace  as  a  brother  in  the 
Lord,  let  him  be  of  what  sect  he  may.  I  am  free  to  acknowledge.  Sir,  that  1  do  not 
feel  so  much  united  to  a  Unitarian,  who  is  not  an  Abolitionist,  as  I  do  to  one  of  any 
other  sect,  who  is  aa  Abolitionist.  The  more  I  have  contemplated  this  subject,  the 
more  clearly  have  I  been  brought  to  perceive,  that  in  our  country  the  true  righteoue- 
nest  must  be  anti-elavery.  For  tbe  crying  sin  of  our  nation  is  the  sin  of  slavery.— 
We  all  have  been,  we  still  are  implicated  in  it.  And  that  surely  must  be  a  very  ques- 
tionable sort  of  religion,  that  overlooks,  or  winks  at  the  great  tranfgression  of  our 
pwa  time,  and  our  own  nation. 

I  do  therefore.  Sir,  most  earnestly  hope  that  all  the  AbolitionisCs  in  the  State,  of 
every  religious  denomination,  will  cordially  assist,  as  they  may  be  able,  in  the  eree- 
tioD  upon  this  spot  of  the  large  and  commodious  building  proposed,  for  the  accommo- 
dation of  our  brethren  of  the  Free  Church,  and  for  our  own  accommodation,  whenever 
ive  may  wish  to  assemble  in  this  city  again. 

[The  meeting,  at  this  period,  became  interlocutory.  Many  informal  inquiries  were 
made  respecting  tbe  propesed  Hall :  Who  were  to  control  it  1  What  security  woukl 
be  given  for  its  perpetual  fireedom  1  What  were  <  moral  subjeeu  1 '  (to  which  it  was 
to  be  open)— What  amount  was  wanted  t  die.    Mr.  Walker  afterwards  spoke  in  a 
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very  animated  mHnner.  A  ■ubscription  of  ^8,000  by  Mr.  Philbrick  wai  unoonced/ 
(applause,)  wbklr  vrouRl  be  iucreteed  Cb  j^5,000,  if  ttie  ftfcdrity  wu  tatis&ctory.l-^ 
(Applause.) 

Mr.  GARRISON  introduced  the  following  resoliitiodt,  tthicb  were  adopted  by  ac^ 
elaistaCioa  i 

Rcnolved,  Tbot  it  behooves  (tie  friends  of  humanity  througHout  the  country,  and  et- 
peciaily  ihe  people  of  the  non-slaveholding  iStatet,  to  lift  up  their  voicei  in  thunder- 
tones  uKHiiitft  the  admissiun  of  Texas  into  the  American  Union. 

ResoKed,  Tbut  tlie  continued  and  all-jprevai4ing  efi'orii>  of  our  beloved  coadjutor 
George  Thom|Mon,  in  England,  and  the  iaiihful  and  christian  remonstrances  of  our 
English  brethren,  in  opposition  to  American  slavery,  call  for  a  renewal  of  our  warm- 
est timiiks  to  them,  andare  exerting  upou' public  aeoriment  in  this  country  a  mostsaW 
oiary  intiuence. 

It  was  then  moved  to  adjourn,  to  attend  the  Ladiet*  A.  S.  Society  at  half-paat  two 
o'clock,  P.  M.,  and  to' meet  at  the  Anti-Slavery  Rooms,  4$,  Washingtoo^treet,  at  ^ 
o*ch>c)L  next  morning. 

FRIDAY  MORNING. 
Soeieiy  met  in  tlie  Antr-Slarery  Rooou,  Isaac  Winslow,  £sq.  in  tin  chair. 
Prayer  by  Rev.  Mr.  Hiines. 
Mr.  Uimes  offered  the  following  resolution,  which  was  adopted; 

Resolved,  That  the  grant  to  this  Society,  by  the  Repreaentatives  of  the  people  of 
this  Commonwealth,  of  the  use  of  the  ^tate  House,  in  which  to  hold  our  Annual 
Meeting,  is  h  keen  rebuke  to  those  churches  in  this  city,  who  have  refused  to  us  the 
occupancy  of  their  houses  of  worship,  that  we  might  plead  in  them  the  cause  of  twcr 
inilliuns  of  American  healheu — and  is  a  decided  prouf,  which  we  record  with  gratitude 
to  God,  that,  although  the  politiail  and  religious  aristocracy  of  Boston  may  oppose 
the  progress  of  impartial  liberty  and  righteous  equality,  the  piety  and  democracy  of 
the  Counnon wealth  hate  despotism,  sympathise  with  the  oppressed,  spurn  the  gag,  de-^ 
fend  the  rights  of  the  minority,  and  aldvocute  freedom  of  thought,  of  speech,  and  of 
action* 

Ob  motion  of  Mr.  Southard,  three  thousand  extra  copies  of  the  number  of  the  Ltb^ 
erator  containing,  the  proceedings  of  thia  meeting,  be  ordered  for  gratuitous  distri^ 
bution^ 

Mr.  Garrison  read  from  the  Glasgow  Chronicle,  some  very  interesting  accounts 
of  the  proceedings  of  Auti-Slavery  meetings  in  England,  in  whicb  the  labors  of  Mr. 
Thompson  are  spoken  of  in  terms  of  unqualified  approbation.  This,  said  Mr.  Garri'* 
son,  is  tlie  '  renegade  from  justice !  *  lu  this  country,  tlie  *  miserable  fanatic  '—in 
England,  the  *  indefatigable  philanthropist,'  (quoting  from  the  paper.)  He  also  read 
a  very  interesting  letter  from  a  Ladies'  Anti-Slavery  Society  in  England,  to  the  La' 
dies'  Anti>Shivery  Society  of  New  England,  which  was  received  with  much  applause. 
In  this  connection,  the  following  extract  of  a  letter  from  Rev.  B.  Godwin,  of  Eng" 
land,  to  W*  S.  Andrews,  dated  Oct.  6,  1836,  was  read,  and  ordered  to  be  entered  oo 
tlie  minutes  of  the  Society,  in  connection  with  the  resolution  yesterday  introduced  by 
Mr.  Garrison,  in  relation  to  the  Abolitionists  of  Great  Britain. 

*  I  rejoice  in  the  hope,  that  the  two  countries  are  becoming  better  acquainted  and 
more  cbeely  connected.  Never,  I  trust,  will  the  sword  of  war  be  mutually  drawn.— 
Mr.  Breckinridge,  in  his  letter  to  Dr.  Wardlaw,  has  declared  tlia*.  general  prejudice 
and  diidike  to  America  are  prevalent  in  England.  He  u  greatly  mutaken.  It  may 
be  the  case  among  tlie  High  Church  and  Tory  partjr,  who  dislike  her  free  institutions, 
but  toiih  no  other:  We  honor,  we  admire  America;  aod^^O  !  that  she  were  bu» 
free  from  that  plague  spot,  Negro  Slavery  ! ' 
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Mr.  May  wfiered  (b«  fullowing  rctulution: 

Resolved,  That  while  we  this  day  rejoice  and  give  thanks  to  God,  Sbr  the  progrtu  of 
our  cause,  we  deeply  lament  I  he  removal,  by  the  band  of  death,  of  severaT  of  our 
beloved  fellow  laborers  in  this  work,  pitrticulal-iy  our  much  est^n^  and  deeply  la- 
aented  George  Benson  and  Henry  £.  Benson. 

Mr.  May  said,  lie  had  often  thought,  while  contemplating  the  pro^n^'ets  of  this  cause, 
that  justice  is  not  done  among  men,  to  those  who  hibor  in  private.  We  are  apt  to 
think  that  those  whose  names  are  continually  before  the  public  are  the  ones  who  are 
doing  most  in  this  cause.  But^  it  is  not  so.  I  cnn  never  forgf  t  the  deep  impression 
made  upon  my  own  mind,  by  the  private  conversations  of  that  cxcellenf  mart,  G^rgA 
Benson.  I  welt  remember  the  trueness  of  liismhid  to  principles  which  were  then  new 
to  us,  but  familiar  to  him.  His  epistolary  con-eopondence,  also,  was  Al)undaiit;  and 
he  always  took  occasion  to  press  this  subject  upon  the  attiention  of  bis  friends,  to  en- 
treat and  persoado  those  who  stood  aloof,  and  to  rouse  the  apathy  of  the  friends  of  the 
cause.  I  am  unable — language  is  inadequate,  to  express  the  feeliAgs  of  my  heart,  6b 
this  occasion.  I  have  not  *  words  that  burn  ' — I  have '  thoiights  thdt  breathe,'  hdi  can- 
not find  words  to  utter  them.  And  I  feel  that  almost  an  equal  tribute  ii  due  to  the 
memoryof  his  son,  Henry  E.  Benson,  late  Recording  Secretary  of  this  Society.— 
(Here  the  Sficaker  was  so  overcome  vvith  emotion,  as  to  be  unable,  for  a  while,  to 
proceed,  and  his  feelings  seemed  to  find  a  response  from  almost  every  eye  in  the 
house.)  Having  known  him  for  years  as  a  lovely  youth,  I  have  had  the  pleasure  of 
knowing  him  for  months  as  an  indelatigable  laborer  in  this  cause.  The  adjoining  room 
witnessed  his  incessant  toil — there  he  labored,  with  an  assiduity,  which  spared  not 
himself— and  there,  I  hesitate  not  to  say,  he  sacrificerl  hib  life.  We  sa^  his  healttr 
failing— we  remonstrated — but  he  daw  the  cause  sufiering  for  jusf  sucA  Ubors  as  bis'^ 

ha  went  out— ho  lingered  a  little  while,  and died.    And,  O,  how  he  died  !  Wouhf 

to  God  we  could  all  die  ^s  he  died  !     (Deep  effiotloti.) 

It  was  ordered,  on  Mr.  May's  motion,  that  the  Board  of  Managers  be  directed  to' 
make  an  appropriate  entry  upon  the  records  of  the  Society,  ift  relation  to  the  death  of 
George  Benson  and  Henry  E.  Benson. 

Mr.  May  made  some  statements  respecting  a  letter  he  fiad  received  from  a  distant 
abolitionist,  in  relation  to  the  Liberator,  urging  its  support.  It  remonstrated  with 
those  who  had  become  hostile  to  the  Liberator,  on  account  of  the  incidental  remarks 
\fliich  th6  editor  had  made  respecting  the  Sabbath.  It  dwelt  upon  the  fact,  that  while' 
many  other  anti-slavery  papers  took  the  dppofsite  ground,  in  regaH  to  thll  sol^^et; 
with  ^reat  zeal,  yet  the  Quakers  had  not,  on  that  account,  whhdrawn  from  them  theii^ 
support.  Mr.  May  said  that,  on  reading  Mr.  Garrison's  atticle,  he  immediately  tom- 
od  to  Calvin's  lAittitutes,  and  found  that  the  views  presented  by  Mr.  Gan^ison  were  pre- 
cisely those  entertained  by  that  Reformer.  I  do  not  agree,  said  he,  either  lArith  Mr.  G.  or 
Olvin  on  that  subject— but  I  am  willing  to  hear;  and  especially,  I  would  hot  make  Mr. 
G.  an  offender  for  a  word;  especially  as  he  has  not  made  it  the  object  of  his  paper  to 
propagate  his  peculiar  views,  but  only  alhided  to  them  incidentally.  We  all  know 
that  the  weapons  of  the  enemy  are  aimed  continually  at  Mr.  Garrison.  Mr.  G.  has 
the  power  of  speaking  in  thnnder-toncs— he  has  spoken  K>-^e  has  waked  Up  Che 
tfation.  O,  had  I  the  tongue  and  pen  of  Garrison,  I  toO  would  speak  io  thandar- 
tones.  I,  for  one,  am  determined,  if  Garrison  is  shot  down,  that  the  game  ball  shall 
carry  me  along  with  him  !  (Great  applause.)  Will  any  abolitionist  be  so  timid,  or 
Bfi  ungrateful,  as  to  wish  Mr«.  6.  set  aside  t  I  rejoice  that  no  power  on  earth  canf 
A    5 
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•et  him  atidc-*(b6r«  Mr.  Garrifon  left  the  room.)  I  wisli  for  some  iininediate  ac 
tion,  to  ■ecore  the  itipport  of  the  Liberator  and  its  Editor. 

Mr.  Walker  o^ostoa,  said,  this  topic  touches  iny  heart.  The  suceeM  of  the 
Liberator  is  rdeotmed  with  the  Fuccets  of  our  cause.  The  enemies  of  thecaure  would 
give  more  to  have  the  Liberator  stop,  than  any  thiftg  else.  It  is  even  now  a  great 
cause  of  exutnuiony  that  the  Liberator  languishes  for  want  of  tupport.  The  Libera- 
tor is  entitled  to  a  circulatiun  of  20,000.  It  has  been  the  great  pioaeer  in  this  causer 
and  it  ought  to  be  the  centre — llie  organ  of  the  Society.  We  do  not  all  feel  perfectly 
pleased  with  all  Mr.  G.  says.  Like  Martin  Luther,  his  language  is  rough,  and  some- 
times violent.  Bat,.  Mr^  Bintey  has  said,  *  My  Anti-Slavery  trumpet  would  never 
have  roQsed  tike  country— Garrison  alone  could  do  it.'  Sir,  I  wish  the  Liberator 
might  be  adopted  by  tlte  Society — at  any  rate,  that  we  aU  (eel  a  deqp  iaterest  in  its 
support. 

The  only  trouble  about  the  Liberator  is,  that  it  i«  always  a  littl*  ahead  of  puLlie 
ieotinient.  But,  if  nobody  was  in  advance  of  public  opinion,  would  public  opinion  go 
ahaad  at  aUt  The  comphiint  is,  that  it  is  ullra.  Now,  ultra,  if  I  recollect  mj 
Latin,  is  beyond.  The  Lil)erator,  then,  is  a  little  beyond  us.  Is  not  that  the  reason 
we  are  so  ready  to  find  fauft  with  it  1  When  slavery  ceases,  then  I  trust  the  Libera- 
tor will  cease  to  be  ultra.  If  we  concentiate  our  influeaeor  we  may  have  a  paper 
three  times  as  large. 

Mr.  Stanton  said,  his  excuse  for  saying  any  thing  was,  that  he  was  an  agent  of  the- 
American  Anti-Slavery  Society.  Wherever  I  have  been,  1  have  recommended  the 
Liberator;  and  I  know  it  to  be  the  opinion  of  the  Society  I  represent,  that  the  Lib- 
erator ought  to  be  sustained;  and  anyone  who  is  converpaat  with  these  mattera 
■Msi  know  that  it  is  utterly  out  of  the  question  (or  a  moral  reform  paper  to  be  smtain- 
ed  by  iu  subscrFption  list.  It  is  often  askedr  ""Why  does  not  the  American  Society 
•ostain  the  Liberator  1  *  The  uniform  reply  of  that  Society  to  this  question  ha» 
been,  *  Why  does  not  Massachusetu  sustain  it,  as  it  ought  1 ' 

The  views  of  these  speakers  were  also  sustained  in  an  animated  strain,  by 
Messrs.  ChapUn»  Norris,  and  St.  Chiir ;.  all  agreeing  that  the  Liberator  must  be^ 
aostmoed.. 

Bfir.  Garrison  having  returned,  rose  and  said — Mr.  President,  without  a0ecting. 
any  diffidence,  I  have  been  out  and  in  several  times  during  this  discussion,  hoping 
that  it  would  be  brought  to  a  speedy  close.  It  cannot  but  be  grateful  to  my  feelinga — 
indeed,  I  am  overwbebned  by  a  full  tide  of  emotions — to  know  that  my  humble  labors 
m*  this  righteous  cause  are  thos  highly  appreciated  by  those  who  are  united  for  the 
peaceful  but  utter  overthrow  of  American  slavery.  But,  sir,  while  I  duly  appreci- 
ate the  kindness  and  generous  confidence  of  my  abolition  brethren,  as  exhibited  to- 
ward me  on  this  as  well  m  on  many  other  occasioni>,  1  am  constrained  to  say,  with, 
all  sincerity,  that  I  think  there  has  been  too  much  said,  and  too  frequent  reference 
made,  in  applauding  terms,  respecting  *  Garrison*  and  * Garrisonism '—certainly, 
■May  things  have  been  uttered  in  my  hearing,  wholly  unanticipated  by  roe,  and  which 
aught  not  to  have  reached  my  ear.  Still,  though  not  far  advanced  in  life,  I  have  seei» 
enough  of  the  world,  and  the  folly  of  courting  the  breath  of  popular  favor,  ever  to  feel 
elevated  by  human  applause,  or  depicBsed  by  human  censure.  There  is  but  one  Be- 
ing in  the  universe  whose  frown  1  dread,  whose  smile  I  seek;  and  if,  in  doing  hia 
will  and  acting  in  his  service,  I  shall  happily  be  haiM  among  the  benefactors  of  man- 
kind, to  him  be  the  glory  forever. 

Sir,  the  position  which  I  occupy  is  purely  accidental.  What  is  it  that  has  give» 
Me  notoriety,  and  made  me  widely  conspicuous  1    It  is  not  that  1   have  labored 
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M  modi  more  atMindiuitly,  or  tucceaffully,  in  ibeanli-tkircry  canw,  Umib  oibtn :  io€ 
I  dftre  not  roeuure  my  efibrtt  with  such  men  aa  Samuel  J.  May,  William  Good- 
-ell,  Henry  B.  Stanton,  Theodore  D.  Weld,  tllirur  Wright,  and  others.  It  ia  not 
that  I  hare  made  any  mora)  discoverien,  or  establirlied  any  new  principles.  It  ia 
•imply  becauae  f  happened  to  perceive  and  expose  the  cruelly  and  hypocrisy  of  a  pro- 
fessedly benevolent  Society,  and  to  depict  the  true  character  of  American  sUvrholders. 
For  so  doing,  rewards  have  been  ofiered  for  my  head,  lynch  law  has  been  adminis- 
tered to  me,  and  the  whole  nation  thrown  into  commotion.  Tliese  llirngs,  and  nol 
any  personal  merits,  have  made  me  in  some  places  an  object  of  hatred,  in  others  of 
eympathy,  in  all  of  notoriety.  I  have  only  echoed  th«  *  self-evident '  truths  set  forth  in 
the  Declaration  of  Independence — nothmg  more.  Yes*  something  more-*the  cheer* 
ing  and  thrilling  sentiments  contained  in  that  bqok  which  tyrants  have  always  pro- 
scribed, that  *  God  hath  made  of  one  blood  all  nations  of  men  '—that  be  requires  the 
oppressor  to  *  break  every  yoke,  and  let  the  oppressed  go  free  * — that,  '  in  Christ 
Jesus,  there  is  neither  Jew  nor  Greek,  neither  bond  nor  free,  but  all  are  on€.*  The 
practical  enforcement  of  these  truths  bas  alone  caused  me  to  be  denooaoed<aj  a  mad- 
man and  fanatic  by  ray  enemies,  and  unduly  applauded  by  my  friends. 

I  am  accused  of  using  hard  hinguage.  Sir,  I  have  not  been  eager  to  repel  tbis  ao« 
cusation.  It  gives  me  no  nneastaess,  and  I  cannot  suffer  myself  to  be  turned  aside 
from  my  warfara  agaiast  mertiless  oppressors  to  antagonise  with  captious  pritics  re« 
specting  the  propriety  of  my  diction.  Tbis  is  not  the  time  to  consult  rules  of  taste* 
and  evince  literary  acumen.  Who  are  my  aecnsers  1  TbeenUre  South,  reeking  witb 
poilntion  and  Mood — slavrtolders,  slave-traders,  slave-drivers, — '  recreant  priest  and 
lynch  committee' — northern  apologists  for  crime,  and  terror-stricken  recreants  to  God 
and  liberty — all  charge  me  with  using  hard  language ! !  Am  I  to  give  heed  to  sacb 
instructors,  or  to  aim  to  suit  their  taste  1  Not  so  long  as  they  trample  apon  the  image 
of  God,  and  justify  robbery  and  pollution  by  wholesale !  Not,  ek,  that  I  meao  to  say 
that  I  have  always  used  the  very  best  words,  and  have  never  violated  the  rules  of 
good  ta«te.  No  human  composition  is  ianltlers — least  of  all  is  it  to  be  expected,  that 
the  editorial  articles  of  a  newspaper,  written  necessarily  in  great  haste,  will  alwayt 
be  precise  in  language  and  perfect  in  execution.  But,  sir,  while  millions  are  groan- 
ing in  bondage,  and  women  are  sold  by  the  pound,  in  our  country,  it  is  solemn  trifling 
10  think  of  silting  down  cooUy  to  criticise  tlie  phraseology  of  those  who  are  plead- 
ing  and  toiling  fur  their  deliverance.  The  interests  of  this  cause  are  too  momcntooa 
to  allow  us  lo  spend  our  time  in  studying  rhetoric,  or  polishing  our-language. 

One  other  charge.  It  is  not  only  said  ibat  the  Liberator  uses  bard  language,  boi 
also  that  it  is  calculated  to  stirnp  the  slaves  to  insurrection.  But,  even  were  this  true, 
what  American,  who  prides  himself  upon  the  fact  tliat  oar  fathers  fought  lor  liberty, 
will  dare  to  arraign  me  for  imitating  their  example  1  Is  it  wrong  to  resist  oppree* 
•ion  unto  blood  1  A  voice  from  Bunker  Hill  eries,  '  No  !  *  The  gory  soil  of  Lex* 
iagton  and  Concord  thunders,*  No!'  A  revolutionary  war  of  seven  years,  and  tha 
conflict  with  Great  Britain  from  1812  to  1815,  during  which  bknid  flowed  ia  torrents* 
answer  indignantly  in  the  negative.  The  encouragement  and  applause  given  by  the 
American  people  to  the  fighting  Greeks  and  Poles,  reply  <  No  !'  Look  at  the  doc- 
trines promulgated  by  the  slaveholders  themselves!  A  prominent  anide  in  the 
Constitutions  of  Maryland  and  Tennessee  is  in  the  following  words  ^— '  Tbe  doc* 
trine  oC  non-reiUtane^  to  oppression  is  ABSURD,  iLATiiB,  and  cbsfmetfet  io 
ih€  good  and  happine$9  of  mankind  * ! !  This  authorises  every  slave  in  tbe  land 
to  rise  up  against  his  master.    If  it  bad  been  found  in  any  anti-slavery  pnblionlien. 
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it  might  well  be  termed  an  •  incendiary  *  document.  You  well  remember,  »ir,  that 
the  young  men  of  Boston  aeut  a  atandard  to  the  Poles,  to  stimulate  them  afresh  in 
the  work  of  butchering  their  oppressors.  If  another  Nat  Turner  should  appear  In 
the  South,  what  better  motto  could  he  select  for  his  banner  than  the  articio  1  have 
just  alluded  to  1 

Sir,  it  is  not  pleading  the  cause  of  the  oppressed,  but  oppression  itself,  which  stirs 
up  the  slaves  to  revolt.  Those  who  bind  lieavy  burdens,  and  wield  the  lash  of  cruelty, 
and  rob  the  poor  and  needy,  and  dispossess  men  of  their  bodies  and  souls,  arc  the 
real  instigators  of  servile  insurrection.  For  myself,  it  is  well  known  that  1  am  an 
«  ultra*  peace  man,  under  all  circumstances;  that  I  dispute  the  right  of  any  portion 
pf  mankind  to  redress  their  wrongs  by  violence;  and  that  I  could  no  more  justify  the 
slaves  at  the  South  in  fighting  for  liberty,  than  approbate  their  masters  in  holding  them 
in  bondage.  But  the  creed  of  the  American  people,  which  they  have  practically  en- 
forced, is,  *  Resistance  to  tyrants  is  obedience  to  God.*  Let  them  not  marvel  if  the 
Tictims  of  their  power  should  adopt  it  as  their  own. 

One  word  as  to  the  Liberator.  I  have  no  desire  that  it  should  be  supported  any 
longer  than  it  is  regarded  as  an  useful  instrument  in  the  anti-slavery  cause.  I  ask  no 
man  to  approve  of  every  sentiment  contained  in  its  columns,  or  to  patronize  it,  ex- 
jcepton  the  ground  of  iu  advocacy  of  tho  rights  of  plundered  millions.  It  is  neither 
my  aim  nor  expectation  to  please  every  individual  subscriber  to  the  Liberator,  in  every 
particular  :  such  a  coincidence,  while  men  differ  so  widely  in  their  tastes  and  notions, 
on  various  subjects,  is  utterly  impracticable.  It  mtist  suffice,  that  free  discussion  is  iu 
motto,  and  that  those  who  are  opposed  to  me  in  sentiment  are  always  invited  to  oc« 
copy  its  pages. 

There  must  not,  there  cannot  be,  a  spirit  of  competition  between  the  Liberator  and 
the  publications  of  the  Ainerican  Society.  But,  it  will  be  seen  at  once,  that  the 
Liberator,  if  left  to  depend  upon  its  subscription  list  alone,  cannot  maintain  4u  ground, 
whilst  the  Emancipator,  for  insianccf  suftained  by  the  funds  of  the  Parent  Society, 
is  issued  on  a  much  larger  sheet,  and  afforded  on  the  same  terms.  I  do  not  wish  the 
Liberator  to  be  the  organ  either  of  this  or  any  other  Society,  nor  any  body  of  men 
to  be  responsible  for  every  sentiment  it  may  promulgate;  and  I  am  quite  sure  tlmt  I 
■hall  not  permit  aiiy  persons  to  control  my  pen,  or  establish  a  censorship  over  my 
writings. 

As  the  Sabbath  question  has  l>een  alluded  to,  allow  me  to  say,  that  it  has  not  beeo 
the  object  of  the  Liberator  to  maintain  my  peculiar  views  on  that  subject.  I  have 
roserted  in  its  columns,  many  articles  advocating  either  directly  or  indirectly  the  geu- 
erally  received  opinions  respecting  the  Sabbath ;  but  none  of  my  numerous  subscribers 
MDong  Friends  has  in  consequence  discontinued  his  subscription.  In  reviewing  Dr. 
Beecber*t  speech,  it  was  my  object  not  only  to  convict  him  of  gross  inconsistency,  but 
to  enforce  the  truth  that  we  are  to  be  wholly  consecrated  to  God  at  all  times— to  main- 
tatn  a  perpetual  sabbath— to  observe  every  day  as  holy  unto  the  Lord.  It  was  no  Jae- 
.obinism  that  I  wished  to  advocate.  But  the  leading,  all-absorbing  object  of  the  Lib- 
•rater  shall  continue  to  be,  as  it  has  been  hitherto,  the  overthrow  of  American  slave- 
ry*—not  to  conflict  with  any  religions  sect  or  political  party. 

After  considerable  discussion,  as  to  the  best  method  of  securing  the  desired  object, 
the   following  resolution  was  adopted: 

Resolved,  That  the  Board  of  Managers  be  instructed  to  take  such  meas^r?*  ««  U'cy 
way  deem  necessary  to  sustain  the  Liberator;  leaving  its  editorial  department  en- 
ttrely  ia  the  baoda  of  Willjam  Lloyd  Garrison. 
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Mr.  H.  B.  STANTON  oflfereJ  die  fullowing  rcflolutioni : 

Resolved,  Tliat  the  House  of  Repretentativet  of  the  United  Suief,  by  iu  recertt 
vote  to  lay  petitions  for  the  abolition  of  slnvery  and  the  slave-trade  in  the  District  of 
Columbia,  on  the  tabic,  unread  and  unreferred,  has  virtually  denied  the  right  nf  the 
people  to  petition  for  a  redress  of  grievances,  and  has  slabbed  the  vitals  of  the  U.  S3. 
Cuiitftitution. 

Resolved,  That  while  we  disapprove  the  treacherous  conduct  of  those  northerii 
Representatives  who  voted  (or  that  resolution,  and  declare  lliem  unworthy  of  the  trtisis 
confided  to  them,  we  do  most  cordially  approve  the  vote  of  those  gentlejnen  who  rc^ 
corded  their  names  against  it,  and  call  upon  (heir  constitueutf,  of  aU  parties,  to  sustain 
them  in  this  particular. 

Resolved,  That  we  do  most  especially  commend  the  undaunted  course  of  JOHN 
QUINCy  ADAM8,  in  defending  the  unrestricted  right  of  the  pegpi.ic  to  petitivM 
for  the  abolition  of  slavery  and  the  slave-trade  in  the  Di»trici  of  Columbia. 

Resolveil,  That  we  believe  it  to  he  the  duty  of  1H1E  WHOLE  PEOPLE  OF 
THI8  COMMONWEALTH,  of  all  political  parties  and  of  every  religious  sect,  to 
rally  now  while  they  may,  and,  invoking  tlie  aid,  and  guided  by  the  wisdom  of  Heav- 
en, rtish  tfiAb  the  *  imminent  breach,'  to  rescue  the  Constitution  from  mtbless  violation, 
to  sRve  the  cause  of  God's  perishing  poor  from  iromolatioo,  and  to  roll  back  tlie  tide 
of  anarchy  and  impiety,  which  is  now  flooding  the  nation. 

Resolved,  That  we  invoke  the  Legislature  of  this  Commonwealth,  as  they  love  their 
fellow  men  and  fear  their  God,  as  they  love  their  country,  have  sworn  to  support  its 
Constitution,  and  would  perpetuate  its  freedom,  to  request  their  Representatives  in 
Congress  to  use  their  influence  to  procure,  without  delav,  the  rescinding  of  the  vote 
above  mentioned,  and  to  sustain,  unabridged,  the  right  of  the  peopla  to  petition  that 
body : — and  also,  to  instruct  our  Senators  and  request  our  Representatives  to  vote  for 
the  immediate  abolition  of  shivery  and  the  sbve-trade  in  the  District  of  Columbia. 

Resolved,  That  it  is  the  solemn  duty  of  THE  PEOPLE  of  this  Commonwealth,  of 
all  parties,  to  immediately  petition  the  Legislature  of  tliis  State,  to  thus  instruct  their 
Senators  and  request  their  Representatives. 

Resolved,  That  THE  PEOPLE  of  this  State  should  vote  lor  no  member  of  the 
National  or  State  Legisbitare,  who  is  not  in  favor  of  freedom  of  speech  and  of  llv9 
press,  and  tlie  right  of  the  people  to  petition  for  a  redress  of  grievances  :~and  who 
will  not  sustain,  by  his  influence  and  vote,  the  rights  of  the  minority  as  well  as  the 
majority,  in  a  free,  unmolesierl,  unawed  expression  of  their  opinions,  on  all  suhjectn* 
and  will  not  give  to  their  petitions  a  res|)eeUul  hearing. 

Mr.  Stanton  said  he  thought  he  saw,  from  the  aggressions  of  Congress  vpod  o«fr 
liberties,  that  our  nation  is  on  the  downward  road  to  ruin.  For  our  sins,  a  rigliteoos 
God  is  at  open  war  with  us.  1  am  astonished,  that  in  all  our  4th  of  July  orations,  it 
seems  to  be  talien  for  granted,  that  our  liberties  are  secure,  and  the  perpetuity  of  onr 
Institutions  decreed  by  Heaven.  But,  Sir,  it  is  a  delusion.  Omr  dearest  rights  nm 
rapidly  fading  uway.  The  right  of  petitioning  fur  a  redress  of  grievances,  the  barrier 
against  the  encroachment  of  arbitrary  power,  is  denied  to  the  people.  Daniel  Web- 
ster could  talk  of  the  people  coming  to  the  rescue,  when  the  Bank  was  assailed.  Bat» 
bow  contemptible  is  this  party^  question  of  dollars  and  cents,  compared  to  the  interests 
involved  in  the  denial  of  the  right  of  petition  !  Why,  Sir,  our  liberty  is  but  a  name, 
our  Constitution  but  a  blotted  parchment,  unless  this  right  may  be  enjoyed  by  thn 
meanest — untrammelled,  unmolested,  unawed.  I  was  in  the  State  House,  at  the  open- 
ing of  the  Legislature  this  winter,  when  the  Governor  administered  the  oath  of  oiBen 
to  the  members.  It  was  a  solemn  scene,  when  tliey  invoked  High  Heaven  to  witness 
their  promise  to  support  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  and  of  Hassmohosetts. 
And,  Sir,  does  not  that  body  know,  that  while  slaves  are  bought  and  sold  as  cattle,  in 
the  metropolis  of  this  nation,  our  mouths  are  shut,  our  petitions  are  hurled  baek  in 
our  teeth,  and,  in  defiauce  of  the  Constitution,  we  are  told  we  must  not  speak  on  this 
delicate  subject  1 

Wlien  the  Constitution  is  thus  viohited — when  it  is  stabbed  in  its  vital  part— wbtn 
■the  moAt  sacred  rights  of  the  minority  are  ofliered  up  a  living  sacriflce  on  the  alur  ef 
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deipotic  power— when  Ibt  Constitutiooal  safepiarJt  to  pertooftl  liberty,  freedom  of 
speech,  of  the  press,  of  remonstrance,  are  ferociously  attacked  in  quick  suceeesioo, 
where  is  the  LOUD  PROTEST  of  the  Legislature  of  this  CommoBweaHh  1  Its 
members  did  invoke  the  Supreme  Ruler  of  the  Uuiverse,  to  witness  their  solemn  row 
to  support  constitutional  freedom:— and  if  we  can  get  nothing  at  the  door  of  Coogrem, 
can  we  get  nothing  at  the  door  of  the  Legislature  of  MassacbusetU  1  Has  the  free 
spirit,  the  glory  of  this  ancient  Commonwealth,  departed  1  LET  THE  PEOPLE 
TRV.  ^These  resolutions,  said  Mr.  S.,  are  not  intended  to  hare  a  partixan  bearing. 
They  speak  of  the  duties,  not  of  a  party,  bat  of  THE  ENTIRE  PEOPLE,  of  aU 
parties  nnd  of  alt  creeds.  They  aim  a  blow  at  all  parties.  Only  one  individual  is 
•poVen  oP— John  Quincy  Adams.  He«  certainly,  beJongs  to  no  party.  And  to  bis  - 
^redit  I  say  it,  all  parties  avoid  him  as  tbey  would  a  red-hot  thundeibolt.  He  is  tee 
••dependent.  Hb  conscience  is  his  own — which  cannot  be  said  of  any  thorough  par- 
tisan. 

Mr.  Hall  of  Boston,  approved  of  all  these  resolutions  but  the  last,  ^e  did  not 
rise  for  the  purpose  of  finding  fault,  or  cavilling;  bat  be  deprecated  political  actios, 
at  least  in  the  present  stage  of  the  question,  as  it  would  excite  much  clamor,  and  m 
his  opinion  do  much  harm. 

Mr.  Garrison  replied — He  was  surprised  to  hear  that  sentiment  firom  one  of  the 
original  signers  of  the  Declaration  of  Aoti-SUrery  Sentiments,  by  the  CoaTention 
at  Philadelphia,  which  expressly  states  that  we  are  to  make  use  of '  moral  and  politi- 
cal action*  for  tlie  removal  of  slavery.  True,  abolitionists  have  nothing  to  de  wiik 
politics,  as  understood  among  politicians,  with  reference  to  the  pelitical  parties  of 
Che  day;  but  they  have  something  to  do  with  politics,  so  far  as  relates  to  thb  qoes- 
tion.  Surely,  they  ought  not  to  vote  for  any  man  who  will  not  maintain  the  right  of 
petition,  and  go  for  the^ abolition  of  slavery,  where  Congress  has  the  power;  and  this 
u  all  that  the  resolution  affirms.  Are  we  to  be  deterred  from  discharging  oar  doty 
by  the  ckioHMrs  of  unprincipled  and  violent  men  t  . 

(Further  remarks  were  made  by  Messrs.  Garrison,  Hall  and  others,  of  which  wa 
did  not  take  notes.] 

Mr.  STANTON.  There  U  political  action  in  this  country,  oa  this  sntject,  at  the 
preesat  moment.  We  feel  its  oppression  now.  In  the  nature  of  things,  there  sMMt 
ooatinue  to  be  political  action.  Our  petitions  are  thrown  under  the  table,  to  be  sa*ept 
oat  with  fbe  waste  paper  of  the  House,  and  they  will  continoe  to  be.  Thea,  the  in- 
qoiry  is,  shall  we  ait  qoietly  by,  and  p^mit  the  present  political  action  to  eontinoe, 
(lor  eontinoe  it  will,)  or  slmll  we  introduce  a  system  of  action  more  in  accordance 
with  the  spirit  of  oar  free  institutions  1  Our  brother  says,  let  os  avoid  political  ac- 
Cioa.  Avoid  political  action  1  We  liave  political  as  well  as  religious  responi ibilities. 
We  might  as  arell  avoid  the  atmosphere  and  hope  to  live,  as  to  dpdge  our  political  re- 
sponsibilities, and  to  fcxpect  tlie  fevor  of  Heaven  upon  the  discharge  of  eur  religiooi 
duties.  la  this  nation,  where  tlie  people  rule,  every  man  who  has  a  vote,  is  booad  Cp 
•se  it  for  the  promotion  of  political  and  moral  right. 

Oar  brother  speaks  of  <  the  oonsequencae '  of  such  a  course.  The  conseqoeaces  of 
doing  right  1  The  motto  of  Abolitionists  is,  <  Duty  is  ours— Consequences  are  God's.' 
Let  OS  not  eeek  to  he  wiser  than  Jehevah.  But,  to  calcuhite  consequences  for  a  mo- 
ment.. From  any  conduct  of  ours,  however  unwise,  I  can  scarcely  conceive  it  possi- 
ble thUt  Che  consequences  should  be  inore  disastrous  than  they  now  are.  What  may 
are  expect  will  be  the  result,  if  every  abolitionist  determines  not  to  vote  for  any  maa 
who  will  not  act  right  on  this  qoestioa  1    It  will  not  oeotssarily  lead  to  tbeorgaaisa- 
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lion  of  a  political  anti-slaTery  party  :— Uut,  everj  candidate  who  cones  before  tlie 
public,  will  be  interrogated  on  thia  tubject,  and  the  consequence  will  be,  that  the  pres" 
eot  political  partiea  will  set  op  anti  •slavery  nen.  It  has  been  so  in  the  temperance 
cause: — it  will  be  just  so  in  this.  Soch  has  already  been  the  case,  in  seme  parts  of 
the  country.  The  political  papers  in  M  r.  Slade*s  district,  in  Vermont,  got  into  a  warm 
contention  upon  the  question,  which  of  their  candidates  was  the  greater  abolitionist ! 
I  am  no  politician,  in  the  common  acceptation  of  that  term.  I  ablwT  the  conduct  of 
both  and  all  parties,  and  sliun  their  squabbles  as  I  would  the  miasma  of  a  pest-house* 
But,  I  would  fain  have  good  men  to  rule  over  us.  Let  it  be  known  that  there  are 
lO^DOO  men  of  uncompromising  integrity  in  Massachusetts,  who  will  not  bow  the  knee 
fo  the  Baal  of  party,  and  Baal  tumbles  to  the  ground.  To  secure  these  10,000  voles, 
the  contending  parties  will  each  nominate  good  men,  and  then,  whichever  may  suc- 
ceed, oar  end  is  attained.  Then,  too,  abolitionists  may  vote  according  to  their  party 
preferenees  concermng  other  subjects,  and  yet  their  liberties  be  secure.  But,  what- 
ever may  be  the  result,  the  responsibiHty  is  upon  us,  and  discharge  it  we  must.  Po- 
litical action  is  now  had,  and  will  be,  though  we  are  silent.  Shall  the  people  so  act 
as  to  renovate  the  politics  of  this  eoontry,  and  thus  save  our  liberties;  or  shalt  they 
ahnnber  on  till  they  have  passed  away  forever  1 

The  resokitioos  passed  unmmimauily,  except  the  last — and  that,  with  bat  one  dis- 
senting voice. 

Mr.  JAMES  SPOON ER,  Jr.  introdnced  the  iblk^wing  resolution,  which  was 
adopted : 

Resolved,  That  the  thrilling  narrative  of  that  stolen  man  Johnson,  of  itself,  forci- 
bly illustrates  the  meaning  of  Jeflerson's  declaration, '  I  tremble  for  my  country  when 
]  remember  that  God  is  just;  *  entirely  removes  the  charge  that  Abolitionists  magni- 
fy the  evib  of  Slavery ;  and  londly  calls  for  the  active  sym|)alhies  of  every  free  man, 
woman,  and  child  in  our  bind. 

Rev.  Mr.  EASTON,  a  colored  gentleaian,  introdaced  the  following  reeolvtioB  : 

Resolved,  That  the  spirit  of  insurrection  and  insubordination  of  the  slave  popuk- 
tion  of  this  country,  is  restrained  more  hjr  the  influence  of  the  iree  cok>red  people 
tbeieof,  than  by  all  tlie  oppressive  kgisUitive  enactmenU  of  the  slaveholdiag  Sutes. 

Mr.  EUwton  said,  the  resolution  intimated  that  the  eyes  of  AboKtioaists  might  get  oW 
dM  right  object.  Another  thing,  also  :  AbolitioaisU  may  attack  slaveholding ;  bat 
there  is  danger  still  that  the  spirit  of  slavery  will  survive,  in  the  form  of  prejudice, 
after  the  system  is  overturned.  Oar  warfare  ought  not  to  be  against  slavery  alone,  but 
against  the  spirit  which  makes  color  a  mark  of  degradation.  He  said  the  choicest 
interests  of  this  country  are,  in  the  Providence  of  God,  committed  to  the  free  people 
of  color.  They  understand  this;  1  mean  the  intelligent  portion  of  them.  I  speak  as 
their  representative,  when  I  say  they  are  coaaeioua  of  the  great  responsibility  that 
reats  upon  them.  They  hold  an  intermediate  position  between  tlie  oppressor  and  the 
oppressed,  to  oppose  the  opposition  of  the  -one,  and  to  hold  in  check  the  exasperated 
leeling  of  the  other. 

Mr.  STANTON  remarked,  that  the  agents  of  the  American  Anti-Slavery  Society 
were  instructed  to  wage  the  same  warfare  against  prejudice  which  they  do  against 
slavery,  and  if  possible  to  kill  them  both  at  one  blow.    The  resolution  passed. 
After  attending  to  some  other  miscellaneous  bosiness,  the  Society  adjonmed. 
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Officers  op  the  mass,  anti-slavery  society, 

FOR  1837. 


PRKSIDKMT. 

FRANCIS  JACKSON,  Bostoq. 

TICS    FKESIDSKTI. 


THOMAS  LONGLEY,  Hawley.  TflEOPHILUS  PACKARD,  Sbelburne. 

JOSEPH  SOUTHWICK,  Boctoii.  MASON  BALL,  Ankemt. 

MOSES  THACHER,  N.  Wremham.  ASA  HOWLAND,  Conway; 

SAMUEL  J.  MAY,  South  Scituate.  GEO.  GOODYEAR,  Atlibarobam. 

GARDNER  B.  PERRY,  Bradford.  E.  L.  CAPRON,  Uxbridge. 

ORANGE  SCOTT,  Lowell.  AMOS  FARNSWORTH,  Groton. 

JOHN  G.  WHITTIER,  Harerhill.  NATHANIEL  EDDY,  Middleboro*. 

WM.  OARES,  Ipswich.  GEORGE  H.  SMITH,  Salem. 

ISAAC  WINSLOW,  Daovert.  SAMUEL  WlLLlSTON,  E.   Hamptov. 

LOTHER  WRIGHT,  Woburib  THOMAS  W.  WARD^  Sbrewtbury^ 
ANDREW  ROBINSON,  New  Bedford.  WM.  WHITTAK£R^  Norih  Sd«B. 
C.  P.  GROSVENOR,  Rutland. 

Cortetpcfnding  Seeretary'-WILLIAM  LLOYD  GARRISON. 

Recording  Seeretary—N ATHAfilEL  SOUTHARD. 

JfVtaMN^cr— HENRY  G.  CHAPMAN. 

ulwdOpr— SAMUEL  E.  SEW  ALL. 

COOKSELLOmt. 

ELLIS  dRAY.  LORING,  JOHN  E.  FULLER, 

CHARLES  FITCH,  JOHN  T.  HILTON, 

ISAAC  KNAPP,  ABNER  FORBES, 

JOSEPH  H.  EAYRS,  DRURY  FAIRBANKS^ 

SIMON  G.  SHIPLEY,  S.  PHILBRICK. 
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DISCUSSION 

IH  TBS 

MASSACHUSETTS   HOUSE   OF   REPRESENTATIVES, 
ON  THE  ABOLITION  QUESTION. 


VFnm  tW  BottM  Daily  Adrowt*.] 

Wedhsidat,  JaDoary  35»  1887. 

The  Mtnacbonttc  Anti-SlaTery  Society,  after  haTing  engaged  Julien  Hall  for  their 
meetiog,  aad  adTertifed  it,  conforraahly,  were  ordered  out  of  it.  The  Society  yester- 
day monuDg  applied  for  the  irae  of  the  Hall  of  onr  Hooee  of  Repreeentatirea,  and  it 
was  granted  witboot  debate,  but  soon  after  tbe  Home  foond  itself  io  the  midst  of  the 
abolition  excitement,  as  Mr.  Field  of  Charlemoet,  mo?ed  the  following  order : 

<  Ordered,  That  the  committee  to  whom  the  subject  of  slaTery  has  been  committed, 
be  instructed  to  consider  what  peculiar  obligations  are  imposed  on  the  non-slarehold- 
ing  Sutes,  and  Massachosetts  in  particular,  in  relation  to  slavery;*  which  was  car- 
ried, 114  to  87.  Mr.  Lee  of  Templeton,  then  moved  to  reconsider  the  vote,  on  the 
ground  that  this  order  woold  open  a  consideration  of  the  whole  subject  of  slavery, 
which  he  wished  to  avoid. 

Mr.  Park  of  Boston,  asked  the  gentleman  from  Cbarlemont,  if  he  did  not,  when  he 
entered  the  House,  hold  up  his  right  hand  and  swear  to  support  the  Constitution  of  die 
United  States  1 

Mr.  Field  of  Cbarlemont,  thought  there  might  be  some  doubt  as  to  the  true  con- 
fltroction  of  the  Constitution  in  this  respect,  and  therefore  wished  for  *  light.* 

Mr.  Goodrich  of  Roxbury,  thought  the  order  too  broad  and  indefinite  in  its  word- 
ing, and  embracing  too  wide  a  field  of  inquiry. 

Mr.  Rantoul  of  GkHicester,  did  not  see  any  present  necessity  for  legislative  action, 
and  of  course  action  would  be  unprofitable.  When  there  teas  a  real  necessity,  be 
would  act,  but  he  hoped  tbe  time  would  never  arrive  requiring  the  entertaining  thie 
question. 

Mr.'  Richmond  of  Plymouth,  hoped  tbe  subject  would  be  discussed,  and  light  thrown 
upon  the  constitution  in  respect  to  it.  If  we  dare  not  look  at  this  subject,  we  ought 
to  stop  praising  ourselves  in  4th  of  July  orations,  about  our  liberty. 

Mr.  Perkins  of  New  Bedford,  hoped  the  order  would  be  reconsidered.  As  one  of 
the  cenmiittee  alluded  to,  be  was  entirely  unprepared  to  express  any  opinion  on  the 
grave  constitutional  questions  involved  in  this  inquiry. 

Mr.  Whittemore  of  Cambridge,  hardly  knew  what  the  order  meant,  er  what  tbe 
mover  woekl  be  driving  at,  and  eould  not  understand  what  possible  benefit  could  arise  . 
A   6 
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irom  it.  He  should  oppoM  the  paitage  of  the  order,  not  wwhing  (o  see  the  Sttte  of 
MafMchiuetU,  om  tuch,  take  any  part  in  this  controversy. 

Mr.  Field  wished  an  opinion  from  the  committee,  based  upon  a  deliberate  exami* 
nation  of  the  whole  subject. 

A  member,  whose  name  we  could  net  hear,  (as  the  Speaker  names  them  very  indis* 
tinotly«  and  in  a  Tow  tone,)  opposed  the  order.  The  House  bad,  this  morning, grants 
«d  the  use  of  their  HaJl  to  the  Anti-SlaTery  Society.  If  this  order  passed,  the  next 
iking  would  be  to  attack  the  right  of  property  in  shiTes. 

Mr.  Blake  of  Boston,  believed  that  no  two  members  of  tlie  House  disagreed  o«  the 
abstract  question  of  shivery;  bat,  for  God's  sake,  let  us  keep  clear  of  that  fanaticism 
on  this  subject  which  some  other  States  are  cursed  with  in  respect  to  it,  from  the  well- 
meant  efTerts  of  misguided  individuals.  There  were  obvious  objections  toenteruining 
this  question,  and  he  hoped  this  vote  would  be  reconsidered,  and  anotlier  vote  also, 
Xgiving  the  use  of  the  Hall  to  the  Anti-Slavery  Society,)  as  intended  to  throw  into 
this  House  the  apple  of  discord  and  fire-brands  of  disunion. 

The  vote  was  reconsidered  by  an  overwhelming  majority,  and  the  order  then  neg- 
AttveJ. 

Mr.  Park  of  Boston,  tlien  offered  an  order  that  permissions  for  the  use  of  this  Hall 
be  suspended,  until  the  Committee  on  Public  Buildings  report  on  the  expediency  of  the 
same.  [This  was  designed  to  cut  off  the  Anti-Slavery  Society  from  the  use  of  it,  as 
granted  in  the  morning.] 

Mr.  Park  hoped  the  Sergeant  at  Arms  wouJd  not  be  pestered  with  applications  for 
the  use  of  the  hall — the  hall  was  now  cUfm,  and  he  wanted  to  keep  it  so. 

Mr.  Richmond  of  Plymouth,  trusted  the  Anti-Slavery  Society  would  be  allowed 
the  use  of  it.  If,  after  granting  the  use  ojf  it  to  othess,  we  now  took  it  away  from  this 
Society,  ader  having  once  granted  it  to  them,  it  would  not  look  well. 

Mr.  West  of  Hadley,  was  in  favor  of  the  order,  except  that  part  of  it  which  re- 
vokes an  abeady  granted  permission  to  the  Anti-Slavery  Society;  it  would  have  a 
bad  effect  to  do  so,  and  so  far  from  putting  a  stop  to  excitement,  woukl  increase  it. 

Mr.  Gray  of  Boston,  was  inaudible  from  tlie  bad  cold  which  appeared  to  seize  the 
members  at  the  moment  he  rose* 

Mr.  Chapman  of  Greenfield,  advocated  the  passage  of  the  order  so  far  as  it  was 
general,  but  objected  to  the  special  retraction  of  a  grant. 

Mr.  Lee  of  Templeton,  took  the  same  ground. 

The  general  branch  of  the  order  yms  then  passed  almost  nem  con. 

The  suspending  clause  being  then  put — 

Mr.  Turner  of  Sciiuate,  hoped  the  permission  already  granted  to  the  Anti-Slavery 
Society  would  i^ot  be  reconsidered — it  was  fairly  given,  and  should  not  be  retracted. 

Mr.  Kinsman  of  Boston,  moved  an  amendment,  that  the  commitlee  report  forthwith. 
Negatived  by  a  large  majority. 

The  suspending  cbuse  was  then  negatived,  210  to  180. 

Thurspay,  January  26. 

Mr.  Johnson  of  Andover,  yesterday  moved  to  reconsider  the  vote  by  which  the  use 
of  the  RepresenUtives*  Hall  was  granted  to  the  Anti-Slavery  Society  for  last 
evening. 

Mr.  Park  of  Boston,  (tiie  great  agitator  of  this  fubject,)  asked  for  a  candid 
bearing. 

Mr.  Johnson  said  the  gentleman  could  not  be  heard,  to  which 
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Bf  I".  t*ark  njoined,  that  luclr  a  complaint  had  oever  been  made'  before  hi  reipeci 
to  him. 

Mr.  Park  went  on  to  fay,  that  he  endeavored  yesterday  to  get  rid  of  this  matter 
by  a  tide  Vfind,  but  ai  that  did  not  obtain,  he  should  try  it  again. 

He  now  objected  to  the  notice  of  ihe  Anti-81aTery  Society,  in  which  it  is  aonomM^ 
ed  that  one  Amos  Dresser,  a  man  who  has  been  lynched,  would  address  the  meeting 
this  evening,  and  they  intended  to  adjourn  here  from  a  stable  loft,  to  send  all  over 
the  Union,  the  fame  of  this  great  meeting  in  the  Representatives'  Chamber. 

He  had  nearly  been  lynched  himself  last  year,  while  attemptmg  to  reacoe  females 
froqi  the  mob  in  front  of  the  Anti-Shivery  Rooms  in  Washington-street,  being  mis- 
taken for  an  abolitionist ! 

This  subject  was  pressed  in  such  a  manner,  that  he  should  iiothtmeahf  mouthed  in 
respect  to  it.  He  feared  the  effect  the  meeting  here  would  have  all  over  the  Uaioff. 
It  would  be  bruited  in  the  public  prints  in  the  strongest  terms^ 

A  motion  was  made  to  adjourn,  but  negatived. 

Mr.  Richmond  of  Tlymouth,  said  he,  as  weU  as  the  gentleman  from  Boston^  fek 
90m§  regard  for  the  credit  of  the  Commonwealth;  he  did  not  wish  to  see  hs  plighted 
word  retracted. 

The  gentleman  talks  about  a  lynched  man— ^lynched  for  wltet  1  why,  for  telling  the 
truth.    We  have  slept  over  these  matters  long  enoughs 

Tliese  petitions  do  not  break  windoirs  and  tear  down  bouses;  \t  was  those  wfato  op- 
l^oeed  them.  He  would  venture  to  predict  that  if  this  vote  was  reconsidered,  theant^ 
slavery  cause  would  be  strengthened.  He  spoke  with  a  good  deal  of  warmth  of  the 
right  of  discussion,  and  the  right  of  the  slave  to  be  free.  He  thought  it  a  most  im- 
portant subject— this  violence  that  had  been  done  to  a  northern  citizen — and  he 
thought  it  quite  time  to  inquire  if  such  things  could  be  done  by  the  southerners  with 
impunity. 

Mr.  Folsom  of  Hingharo^  advocated  the  reconsideration.  Why  do  not  these  phi- 
lanthropisu  go  to  the  south,  and  beard  the  lion  in  bis  den-^not  slay  here  barking  be- 
bivd  his  back  1 

Mr.  F.  went  on  in  a  very  hyperbolical  strain  about  the  integrity  of  the  Union  bemg 
endangered. 

Mr.  Ward  of  Danvers,  thought  it  would  be  impolitic  and  unjust  to  withdraw  the 
consent  of  the  House,  after  it  had  once  been  given  in  an  affair  of  this  kind.  The 
House  had  pledged  itself— and  should  it  now  stultify  itself,  by  assuming  ihot  H  did  not 
know  at  the  time  what  it  had  granted  1 

A  member  in  the  gallery,  hoped  we  should  not  retract  our  pledge ;  it  would  kick 
tike  persecution. 

Mr.  Abbot  of  Audover,  said  after  the  notice  had  gone  out  in  the  public  prints,  it  was 
too  late  to  retract;  it  would  be  impolitic  now  to  refuse  what  we  have  once  granted. 

He  hod  no  fear  o£  a  mob,  and  trusted  that  the  citizens  of  Boston  had  too  BMich  good 
sense  to  attack  the  right  of  free  discfission.  If  the  hall  is  refused,  it  will  produce  a 
shock  or  revulsion  of  feeling  in  favor  of  the  Anti-Slavery  Society. 

Mr.  Cook  of  Boston,  was  not  present  yesterday:  if  be  had  been,  he  shouM  have 
voted  against  it ;  but  he  now  considered  the  Aonor  of  the  Houte  pledged;  the  use 
of  it  had  been  granted,  and  there  was  no  honorable  retreat.  He  moved  to  lay  the 
order  ou  the  table;  negatived,  228  to  190. 

Mr.  Park  said,  <  change  makes  change/    The  Society  had  changed  their  ground- 


Digitized  by 


Google 


xliv 

tbey  ukod  ibr  free  diseonion,  but  now  tbej  anBovnce  a  man  for  exhibition,  who  ha# 
been  lynched. 

Mr.  Roggles  of  Fall  Riter»  laid  he  last  year  opposed  the  granting  the  use  of  this 
hall  to  the  Colonization  Society,  without  at  the  same  time  giving  the  sasM  privilege 
to  its  rival,  the  Anti-Slavery  Society. 

If  we  now  refbse  that  equal  treatment,  it  will  be  said  that  we  are  committed  to  sla- 
very. The  gentleman  (Mr.  Park)  pat  his  opposition  to  the  use  of  the  Hall  on  the 
ground  of  mobs.  Good  God  !  has  it  come  to  this  1  Are  the  Honse  afraid  that  <the 
gitUUmen  of  property  and  standing '  in  this  city  will  mob  6s  m  oar  own  Hall  1  Is  it 
indeed  true,  that  free  discnmion  is  destroyed  in  the  very  cradle  of  liberty  1  He  hoped 
not.  He  despised  the  contemptible,  craven  spirit,  prevaiUag  on  this  subject.  He 
would  maintain  free  discumion  as  long  as  the  breath  renmined  in  his  body,  let  come 
what  would.  He  did  not  fear  the  gentlemen  of  property  and  staading-^let  them  de 
their  worst.  He  trusted  the  deep  disgrace  would  not  rest  upon  the  city  of  Boston,  of 
mobbing  a  man  who  came  here  to  tell  us  of  the  outrages  committed  apoa  him  by  soaih- 
•m  slaveholders. 

During  the  disoussiott,  two  or  three  efforts  were  made  to  acUoom,  and  to  ky  the 
question  npon  the  table  :  hot  the  House  put  them  aU  down — being  determined  to  tak» 
Che  question  of  reoonsidariog — which  was  decided  in  the  negative— 28S  voting  in  the 
affirmative,  and  284  in  the  negative. 

Mr.  Ruggles  of  Fall  River,  was  truly  eloquent  in  his  defence  of  the  right  of  Sne 
discussion*  We  have  seldom  heard  a  more  manlyr  noble  eloquenoe,  than  he  eviaeeA 
••  this  oeeasion*    It  was  of  the  tpie  sort,ooming  as  it  did  from  the  heart. 
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DONATIONS   TO    THE    SOCIETY^ 

FOR  THE   YEAR  1836. 


B.  Scott,  Salisbury  $    S,00 

Hanover  A  S  Society  78,60 

Itev.  Mr.  Hardiug*fl  society,  Wal- 

tham  15.70 

Atileboro  A  S  Society  6,0d 

Col.  at  An.  meeting,  Jan.  20  106,50 

Union  Char.  Soc.  Salem  10,00 

T.  Cuinplxjil,  Salem  1,00 

John  Ford,  Abington,  collectioot     14,60 
Jamej  Morrell,  Boston  2,00 

Miss  H.  Sargent,    "  1,00 

J.  Gifibrd,  Sandwich  ASS.  5,00 

Haverhill  Female  ASS.  5,00 

Mary  G.  Chapman  3,00 

From  indiriduaU  in  Worcester        22,00 
Mr.  Lovell,  Caml)ridge  1,00 

Plymouth  County  ASS.  60.00 

llolden  A  S  S.  by  J.  E.  Cheney      16,00 
Joseph  Soulbwick,  Boston  100,00 

John  Sullivan,  •'  36,00 

Lyan  A  S  S.  by  C.  Robinson  100,00 

\Vm.  Lloyd  Garrison,  an.  sub.  fr,00 

A.  A.  Lane,  Bof^ton  1,00 

I.  Greenwood,  **  6,00 

Lewis  Hersey,  "  1,00 

Ashbumham  ASS.  11,00 

J.  T.  Woodbury,   Acton,  sub.   to 

S.  J.  May's  agency  25,00 

Holliston  ASS.  19,23 

Lynn  Female  ASS.  to  constitute 
D.  Hensliaw  and  T.  U.  At  well 
Life  Members  80,00 

Ann  T.   Greene,  Boston  200,00 

Henrv  Chapman,        '*  100,00 

Ellis 'Gray  Lor  ing,      «'  100,00 

Francis  Jackson,        «•  100,00 

Henry  G.  Chapman,    "  110,00 

Drury  Fairbanks,       «*  10,00 

Boston  Female  ASS.  1000,00 

Miss  Rice,  matron  Sam.  Asylum  2,00 
By  bands  of  J.  E.  Fuller,  to  consti- 
tute Life  Mem.  of  Isaac  Wins- 
low,  Danvers ;  John  Rogers,  Bos- 
ton; A.  Bo  wen.  Fall  River;  H. 
Chase,  do.;  J.  Noyes,  Boston  70,00 
For  the  same  of  Lydiia  B.  Capron, 
Gilbert  E.  Capron,  A.  Baseett, 
Sarah  Easion  60,00 

To  constitute  Rev.  S.  H.  Feckham, 

Life  Member,  by  ladies  15,00 

John  J.  Appleton  48,87 

To  constitute  Rev.  N.  Hervey,Mar- 

btehead,  L.  M.  by  R.  Woodbridge,  15,00 
Nath.  Thurston,  Lowell  1 ,00 

A  friend,  «'  1,00 

Joseph  Wilson,     "  5,00 

Contributions  at  Convention  99,70 

A  friend  8,00 

*  Friend  '  to  the  slave,  by  A.  Rand   37,00 
A  friend  to  Uie  slave.  New  Bedford  16«00 

$2660,50 


Amount  brought  up  (2650,60 
Abigail  Carter,  New  Bedford  5,00 
Sarali  F.  Carter,  "  5.00 
Elizabeth  A.  Carter,  "  5,00 
Abby  G.  Carter,  «•  5,00 
Joseph  Carter,  **  15,00 
Anna  E.  Colton,  Worcester  5,00 
Daniel  Gregg,  Acton  20,00 
Thomas  Brooks,  •<  2,60 
I.  M,  Wilder,  Hanover  25,00 
J.  Curtis,  ••  4,00 
Jacob  Dodge,  Wenham  2.00 
Assessments  at  Convention  80,82 
I.  M.  Wikler,  Hanover,  L.  H.  15,00 
A  friend  1,00 
I.  M.  Bidwell,  LoweU  5,00 
Thomas  Drew,  Salem  1,00 
Jacob  Noyes,  Boston  5,00" 
Woodstock,  Ct.  by  A.  Walker  1,10 
Thomas  W.  Durant,  Roxbury  5,00 
A  friend  8.00 
Edward  N.  Harris,  L.  M.  15,0(^ 
Rev.  I.  Sawver,  L.  M.  by  S.  Read- 
ing Femaie  ASS.  15,0a 
John  S.  Kimball,  Boston  100,0» 
Edmund  Jackson,  **  100,00 
Drury  Fairbanks,  •«  L.  M.  15,00 
S.  Philbrick,  •«  100,0a 
Mrs.  S.  Philbrick,*<  60,0a 
A  friend,  by  H.  G.  Chapman  100,00 
Dr.  A.  Farnsworth,  Groton  100^00 
Chris.  Robinson,  Lynn,  L.  H.  15,00 
Calvin  Temple,  Reading,  L.  M.  15,00 
Mary  Weston,  Weymouth  2^1 
Col.  at  Rev.   Mr.  Bent's  charch, 

Falmouth  2,85 

Mrs.  Elijah  Demond,  L.  M.  15,00 

Hiram  A.  Morse,  L.  M.  15,00 
Boxboro'  A  S  S.  U  Rev.  J.  W. 

Cross  20,00 
CoHec.  at  46  Wash.  St.,  Nov  18    24,12 

Jesse  Allen  2,00 

Mary  Hardy  4,00 

Josiah  Hayward,  L.  M.  15,00 

E.  T.  Pritchett,  L.  M.  15,00 
Asso.  in  Groton,  by  T.  S.  Andrewa    5,74 

Rebecca  Louge  5,00 

S.  E.  Sewall  4,00 

Daniel  Holbrook  20,00 

James  Qiristie  10,00 

Francis  C\wk  15,00 

John  E.  Fuller  5,00 

Benj.  Kingsbury  60 
Rev.  James  R.  Cushing,  L  M.  by 

E.  Haverhill  Female  ASS.  15,00 

Squires  Shove,  Danvers  10^,00 

Rev.  Jonas  Perkins,  Weymouth,  L. 

M.  by  Weymouth  &  BrainUee 

Female  Eman.  Society  lff,00 

A  friend  6,00 


ToUl 


$3721,44 
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DONATIONS 

Taken  vp  at  the  Anmial  Meeting  of  the  Society,  held  in  the  Stable  Loft 
January  25,  1837. 


TaantoR  A .  S.  Soc.  hy  Mr.  Read 
Abraham  WiHiami,  Salem 
William  Colman,        ** 
Thomas  Drew,  •• 

JSchuyler  Lawrence,    •* 
Mri.  Veout  Maoning,  L.    M.  by 

Baroo  Stow 
Union  Char.  Soc*  of  colored  peo- 

pie  in  Salem 
Collection  at  the  door 
J.  T.  Hilton,  Boston 
Solomon  Woodward,  Taunton 


$25,00  Amount  broiiglH  ap  $148,46 

1,00  Miss  Miriam  Jackson,  Boston  1,00 

1,00  Dr.  Amos  Faros  worth,  Grotou  50,00 

1,00  Samuel  Williston,  E.  Hampton  100,00 

60  James  Spooner,  Plymouth  8,00 

r  L.Richardson,        •*  1,00 

15,00  East  Randolph  by  F.  Holbrook  20,00 

Abner  Sanger,  Danvers,  L.  M.  15,00 

10,00  Edwin  Morton,  Plymouth  10,00 

82,96  Andrew  Robeson,  New  Bedford  50,00 

2,00  Loa  Robinson,  Boston  5,00 

5,00  T.  W.  Durant  5,00 


$148,46  Total  $408,46 


,  HONORARY    MEMBERS 

OF  THE  MASSACHUSETTS  ANTMLAVERY  SOCIETY. 


Arthur  Tappan,  New- York. 
William  Rawie,  Philadelphia. 
Rev.  S.  J.  May,  Scituate,  Mass. 
ReT.  S.  S.  Jocelyn,  New  Haven,  Ct. 
Rev.  Ge«rge  Bourne,  New- York. 
Hon.  ».  Crafu,  Craftsbury,  Vt. 
Hon.  A.  Clark,  Danville,  Vt. 
Rev.  W.  A.  Chapin,  Craftsbury,  Vt. 
H.  Merrill,  Esq.,  Peacham,  Vt. 
Moses  Brown,  Providence,  R.I.  (dec.) 
Rev.  O.  S.  Murray,  Orwell,  Vt. 
J,  Ridgway,  Stattordshire,  Eng. 


William  Ridgway,  England. 
Josiah  Wedgwood,        do. 
Capt.  C.  Stuart,  do. 

Joseph  PhillioB,.  do. 

William  Wilberforce,  do. 
Thomas  Clarkson,  do. 
Henry  Newman,  do. 

William  Crawford,  do. 
Edward  S.  Abdy,  do. 

George  Thompson,        do. 
David  L.  Child,  Esq. 
Rev.  Amos  A.  Phelps.     ' 


(dec.) 
(dec.) 
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LIFE   MEMBERS 

OF  THE  MASSACHUSETTS  ANTI-SLAVERY  SOCIETY. 


John  Kenrick,  Newton,  (dec.) 

Prince  Farmer,  Salem. 

John  Reroond,  Salem. 

Charles  Stuart,   England. 

George  Thompeon,    <* 

Edward  S.  Abdy,      «* 

Samuel  E.  Sewall,  Boston. 

Daniel  Greffff,  ** 

Charles  C.  Barry,        " 

Ellis  Gray  Loring,        *' 

James  C.  Odiorne,        " 

Isaac  Knapp,  *' 

WUIiam  H.  Hayward,  *' 

Increase  Gilbert,  *< 

Ret.  E.  M.  P.  Wells,   " 

Wm.  Lloyd  Garrison,    *< 

Benjamin  C.  Bacon,      *' 

Rev.  Henry  Jones,  Cabot,  Vt 

Rev.  D.  T.  Kimball,  Ipswich. 

Dr.  I.  Rittredge,  Beverly. 

Dr.  C.  T.  Hildreth,  Boston. 

Silas  Osboni. 

Wm.  Oakes,  Ipswich. 

Ebenezer  Dole,  HallowelL 

John  Taylor,  Bath,  Me. 

Edward  Southwick,  Daavers. 

Joseph  Tillson,  Boston. 

Phineas  Wheeler. 

Mrs.  George  Thompson,  England. 

Mrs.  Calvin  Philleo. 

Mrs.  Amos  A.  Phelps,  Boston. 

Mrs.  Increase  Gilbert,       ** 

Mrs.  S.  H.  Winslow,  Portland,  Me. 

Mrs.  C.  Winslow,  «« 

Mrs.  J.  C.  Smith,  Boston. 

Miss  Susan  Paul,  Boston. 

William  Rotch,  Jr.  New  Bedford. 

Andrew  Robeson,  ** 

Dr.  Charles  Follen,  New. York. 

Rev.  George  B.  Cheever,  Salem. 

Rev.  C.  P.  Grosvenor. 

Joseph  Sewall,  E^.,  Boston. 

Francis  Jackson,  Esq.       do. 

Rev.  Henry  C.  Wright,    do. 

John  Sullivan,  do. 

Perez  Gill,  do. 

D.  Chute,  do. 

John  S.  Kimball,  do. 

Marcos  Whiting,  do. 

Timothy  Gilbert,  do. 

Rev.  Baron  Stow,  do. 

Rev.  J.  V.  Himes,  do. 


Joseph   Southwick, 

Amasa  Walker,  do. 

John  C.  Smith,  do. 

Iklmund  Jackson,  do. 

William  Carleton,  do. 

George  B.  Emerson,         do. 

I.  S.  Withington,  do. 

Henry  Chapman,  do. 

Samuel  Philbrick,  Brookline. 

Isaac  Winslow,  Danvers* 

W.  Farosworth,  Roxbory. 

Rev.  A.  Jackson,  Kinffstoo. 

E.  L.  Capron,  Uxbrioge. 

Moses  Brown,  Providence,  R.  1.  (dae.) 

Rev.  G.  B.  Perry,  Bradford. 

Rev.  E.  Seagrave,  Attleboroogh. 

Rev.  Jotham  Horton,  Lynn. 

Rev.  P.  R.  RiMsell,      do. 

Richard  Ckipp,  Dorchester. 

Rev.  J.  W.  Cross,  Boxborough. 

A.  F.  Boston. 

S.  H.  Winslow,  Portland,  Me. 

Angelina  E.  Grimke,  Philadelphia. 

Elixa  Watson,  Boston. 

Daniel  Henshaw,  Lynn. 

Thomas  H.  Atwill,  Lynn. 

iMac  Winslow,  Danvers. 

John  R«jgers,  Boston. 

Abraham  Bowen,  Fall  River. 

Harvey  Chase,  do. 

Jacob  Noyes,  Boston. 

L;^dia  B.  Capron. 

Gilbert  E.  Cnpron. 

A.  Bassett. 

Sarah  Easton. 

S.  H.  Peckham.      . 

Rev.  N.  Hervey,  Marblehead. 

LM.  Wilder,  Hanover. 

Rev.  Edward  N.  Harris. 

Rev.  Isaac  Sawyer,  Sooth  Reading. 

Drury  Fairbanks,  Boston. 

Christopher  Robinson,  Lynn. 

Calvin  Temple,  Reading. 

Mrs.  Elyah  Demond. 

Hiram  A.  Morse. 

Josiah  Hayward. 

E.  T.  Pritchett,  Amherst. 

Rev.  James  Cushing,  East  HaverhiD. 

Rev.  Jonas  Perkins,  Weymooth. 

Mrs.  Venus  Manning. 

Aboer  Sanger,  Danvers. 
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REPORT. 


In  a  struggle  for  the  emancipation  of  a  people,  who  have 
been  for  centuries  groaning  in  bondage^  it  would  be  strange  if  a 
day  or  an  hour  could  pass,  without  the  occurrence  of  events 
deeply  interesting  alike  to  the  fnends  and  foes  of  the  sufferers. 
What,  then,  must  not  a  whole  year  bring  forth  ?  The  Mana- 
gers of  the  State  Society  are  constrained  to  confess,  that,  if 
they  should  attempt  to  trace,  minutely,  the  progress  of  the  anti- 
slavery  cause,  through  the  length  and  breadth  of  the  land,  since 
the  last  annual  meeting,  and  to  accompany  such  a  delineation 
with  elaborate  reflections,  their  present  Report  would  swell  to 
the  dimensions  of  a  huge  volume.  Upon  those  topics  which 
they  have  selected  for  consideration,  they  propose  to  dwell  with 
as  much  brevity  as  their  importance  will  allow. 

The  past  year  has  exhibited  the  American  people  covering 
themselves  afresh  with  pollution  and  blood,  and  audaciously 
defying  the  God  of  justice  in  the  language  of  blasphemy.  If 
they  were  answerable  for  no  other  crime,  their  treatment  of  the 
Indian  tribes  would  suffice  to  justly  subject  them  to  the  direst 
punishment  that  offended  Heaven  has  ever  bestowed  upon  any 
nation.  In  ferociousness  of  spirit,  in  unrelenting  hostility,  in 
meanness  and  treachery,  toward  these  doomed  tribes,  it  is  diffi- 
cult to  find  a  parallel  case  in  the  records  of  human  depravity. 
The  invasbn  of  ancient  Rome  by  the  Goths  and  Vandals — the 
partition  of  Poland,  and  present  treatment  of  its  inhabitants,  by 
Russia — the  subjugation  of  the  Greeks  by  the  Turks — these 
examples  fail  in  comparison.  It  may  be  safely  affirmed,  that 
the  war  now  waging  by  this  nation  against  the  Indians,  has  an 
aggravation  of  guilt,  on  our  part,  scarcely  equalled  by  any  tribe 
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or  nation,  in  any  age  or  clime,  since  the  first  murderer  slew  his 
brother  Abel.  The  recital  of  the  wrongs  and  sufferings  which 
they  are  now  experiencing,  and  have  been  called  to  endure 
within  the  last  five  years,  (a  recital  not  from  their  own  lips,  but 
by  those  who  are  engaged  in  their  expubion  or  extermination,) 
is  soul-harrowing.  The  primary  object  of  the  South,  through 
the  instrumentality  of  the  national  government,  is  doubly  atro- 
cious :  first,  to  get  forceful  possession  of  their  lands — and  next, 
upon  those  lands  to  establish  slavery,,  with  all  its  woes  and  hor- 
rors. To  accomplish  this  object  is  now  the  great  concern  of 
the  nation.  It  must  be  attained,  though  innocent  blood  be  pour- 
ed out  like  water,  though  a  hundred  millions  of  dollars  be  ex- 
pended in  the  contest,  though  heaven  and  earth  cry  out  with 
their  myriads  of  warning  voices  against  it,  though  tha  wrath  of 
Almighty  God  be  kindling  like  an  oven  to  consume  the  whole 
land.  Mark  the  imperious  language  of  Brigadier  General  Wool, 
in  a  proclamation  dated  at  *  Head  Quarters,  Army  Cherokee 
Nation,  New  Echota,  Georgia,  March  22,  1837,'  and  address- 
ed to  the  civilized,  christianized^  hapless  Cherokees : — '  The 
President,  as  well  as  Congress,  has  DECREED  that  you  shall 
remove  from  this  country.  The  people  of  Georgia,  of  North 
Carolina,  of  Tennessee,  and  of  Alabama,  have  decreed  it. 
Tour  fate  is  decided:  and  if  you  do  not  voluntarily  (!)  get 
ready,  and  go  by  the  time  fixed  in  the  treaty,  [a  spurious  trea- 
ty,] you  will  then  be  FORCED  from  this  country  by  the  sol- 
diers of  the  United  States..,. "Why  not  abandon  a  country  no 
,  longer  yours  ?  Do  you  not  see  the  white  people  coming  into 
it,  driving  you  from  your  homes,  and  possessing  your  houses^ 
your  com-fieldsy  and  your  ferries!  Hitherto  I  have  been  able, 
in  some  degree,  [probably  in  no  degree,]  to  protect  you  from 
their  intrusions  :  in  a  short  time  it  will  no  longer  be  in  my  pow- 
er. If,  however,  I  could  protect  you,  you  could  not  live  with 
them  (!) — Your  habits,  your  manners,  and  your  customs,  art 
unliJce  and  unsuited  to  theirs  (!) — TJiey  have  no  feelings,  no 
sympathies,  in  common  with  yourselves  (/) — Leave,  then,  this 
country,  which,  after  the  25th  May,  1838,  can  afford  you  no 
protection.* 
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All  Europe  and  America  have  'rung  from  side  to  side/  with 
bitter  execrations  upon  the  head  of  the  Russian  Autocrat,  on 
account  of  bis  barbarous  treatment  of  the  Poles ;  but  never 
has  he  evinced  a  more  sanguinary  spirit  than  this  Brigadier 
General  Wool.  Yet  ht  is  only  the  agent  of  the  American  gov- 
ernment. The  guilt  rests  like  an  avalanche  upon  the  whole 
country.  The  Southern  exterminators  demand  the  sacri* 
fice,  and  the  man-butchers  of  the  Noith  are  hunting  the  vic- 
tims to  be  offered  up  on  the  ahar  of  slavery  ! 

The  experience  of  every  hour  c<mfirms  the  fearful  truth,  that, 
qS  all  systems  of  villany,  slavery  is  the  most  prolific  with 
crimes;  and  that,  of  all  wrong-doers,  slaveholders  are  the  most 
ferocious  and  incorrigible.  Whatever  their  pretensions  to  pa^ 
triotism,  or  virtue,  or  generosity,  or  self-respect,  or  piety,  may 
be,  the  fact  is  incontestible  that,  as  a  body,  none  are  so  base, 
none  so  profligate,  none  so  mean,  none  so  degraded,  none  so 
impious,  as  themselves.  In  their  treatment  of  all  those  whose 
skins  are  not  colored  like  their  own,  they  manifest  that  they 
neither  fear  God  nor  regard  man.  To  the  charge  that  they 
have  been  unduly  censured,  it  may  with  truth  be  replied,  that 
the  charge  itself  is  a  libel, — a  virtual  defence  of  men-stealers. 
'  It  is  in  vain  to  seek  for  words  to  cjipress  their  guilt :  it  must  be 
the  subject  of  mute  astonishment  and  speechless  horror.  The 
Almighty  does  not  supply  man  with  language  to  denounce  it  in 
proper  terms :  it  excites  ideas  of  abhorrence  beyond  our  capac- 
ity of  expression.'  The  making  merchandize  of  God's  image — 
the  murdering  of  souls — the  abrogation  of  all  the  laws  of  God 
— the  licensing  of  wholesale  pollution,  robbery,  and  sacrilege — 
the  exaltation  of  one*  class  of  men  above  all  that  is  called  God, 
and  the  debasement  of  another  class  below  all  that  is  brutal — 
*  these  are  infinite  crimes,  to  be  judged,  condemned  and  pun- 
bhed  by  an  infinite  Being.' 

Among  the  earliest  incidents  that  oceurred  subsequent  to  the 
last  annual  meeting  of  this  Society,  deserving  special  notice  as 
illustrative  of  the  fierce  spirit  of  slavery,  was  the  preseotatioa 
of  two  petitions  by  John  Quincy  Adams,  in  the  House  of  Rep* 
resentatives>  Feb.  6,  the  first  from  several  ^  ladies  of  Fredei> 
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leksbui^/  Virginia,  prapng  for  the  abolition  of  the  domestic 
slave  trade.  This  was  laid  on  the  table,  after  some  confusion 
— Mr.  Patton  of  Va.  declaring  'upon  his  honor/  that  there  was 
not  on  the  paper  the  name  of  a  single  individual  of  respectable 
character.  (They  were  all  colored  women,  whose  signatures 
had  been  forged.)  The  other  petition  purported  to  be  from 
twenty-two  persons, — slaves.  Mr.  Adams  said  he  would 
withhold  the  petition,  until  the  Chair  had  decided  whether  it 
came  within  the  order  of  the  House.  He  intimated  that  it  was 
probably  of  a  spurious  character,  sent  to  him  for  the  purpose  oi 
making  him  ridiculous  before  the  public — as  in  the  sequel  it 
proved  to  be.  The  uproar  which  ensued  in  the  House  beggars 
description.  The  slaveholding  mockers  were  caught  in  their 
own  craftiness.  They  had  forged  the  petition  to  show  their  con- 
tempt of  northern  petitioners,  and  especially  of  Mr.  Adams ; 
but  they  did  not  believe  he  would  be  so  daring  as  to  offer  it  to 
the  House.  Their  punishment,  like  that  of  Cain,  was  greater 
than  they  could  bear.  They  shrieked  out  in  agony,  like  the 
unclean  spirits  in  the  presence  of  Jesus,  *  Why  hast  thou  come 
to  torment  us  before  the  time  ?'  Mr.  Lewis  said  it  was  in  the 
power  of  the  House  to  punish  this  atrocious  attempt  to  present 
a  petition  from  slaves.  If  it  was  not,  they  had  better  go  home. 
Cries  were  now  heard  in  various  parts  of  the  House,  for  the 
instant  expulsion  of  Mr.  Adams !  Mr.  Thompson  drew  up  a 
resolution  to  that  effect — but  afterward  proposed  the  adoption 
of  another,  not  less  ridiculous,  that  Mr.  Adams  be  immediately 
brought  to  the  bar  of  the  House,  to  receive  the  severe  censure 
of  the  Speaker.  He  styled  it  an  incendiary  attempt  of  the 
gentleman  (rom  Massachusetts  to  excite  the  slaves  to  murder 
and  rapine,  and  declared  it  was  punishable  by  the  laws  of  the 
District !  Mr.  Haynes  wished  a  resolution,  declaring  that  the 
Hon.  John  Quincy  Adams  had  rendered  himself  justly  liable  to 
the  censure  of  the  House,  and  that  accordingly  he  is  censured. 
Mr.  Granger  of  N.  Y.  entirely  condemned  the  course  of  the 
gentleman  from  Massachusetts.  The  right  of  petitbn  belong- 
ed to  freemen,  not  slaves !  Mr.  Wise  of  Va.  said  he  would  not 
censure  Mr.  Adams,  unless  at  the  same  time  he  could  censure 
those  members  of  the  House,  who  had  put  it  in  his  power  to 
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take  this  course,  by  receiving  northern  petitions.  He  likened 
the  petitioners  for  the  abolition  of  slavery  in  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia to  *  every  description  of  reptiles  and  vermin.*  The 
House  had  thrown  itself  into  a  fever — and  for  what  ?  Why, 
merely  because  one  of  the  abolition  petitions  presented  happens 
to  be  a  black  one.  He  would  as  li.ef  be  bitten  by  a  black  mule 
as  a  white  one.  He  feared  the  whites,  and  not  the  blacks. 
The  slaves  had  more  right  and  more  reason  to  petition  for  abo- 
lition than  the  white  people  of  the  North,  who  had  no  interest 
in  the  subject.  When  the  petitions  came  from  the  WHITE 
SLAVES  OF  THE  NORTH,  then  it  was  that  he  felt  excited 
and  alarmed.  Mr.  Mann  of  N.  Y.  considered  Mr.  Adams  as 
heing  in  the  wane  of  his  intellect.  Mr.  Cambreleng  said  the 
petition  was  a  hoax,  got  up  by  slaveholders  in  the  District, 
(probably  in  the  House,)  and  that  he  understood  its  prayer  was 
for  the  expulsion  of  Mr.  Adams  and  every  other  abolitionist 
from  the  House !  Mr.  Glascock  contended  that  this  was  no  ex- 
cuse. It  was  undoubtedly  the  intention  of  the  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts  to  insult  the  southern  members,  and  trifle  with 
the  House.  Mr.  Jenifer  of  Md.  said,  let  the  gentleman  present 
his  petition,  which  he  claims  the  right  of  doing,  and  he  (Mr.  J.) 
would  vote,  not  only  for  a  resolution  of  censure,  but  for  the  ex- 
pulsion of  the  member.  Mr.  Dromgoole  of  Va.  moved  that  as 
Mr.  Adams  had  given  color  to  the  idea  that  slaves  have  a  right 
to  petition,  and  avowed  his  willingness  to  be  their  organ,  he  be 
severely  censured  by  the  Speaker  in  presence  of  the  House. — 
Mr.  Pickens  exprecsed  his  gratification  at  the  unanimity  (!)  of 
feeling  manifested  on  this  subject  by  the  members  from  the 
South.  Mr.  Bynum  offered  a  resolution,  that  an  attempt  to 
present  a  memorial  from  a  slave  o»  a  free  negro  j  is  a  contempt 
of  the  House,  and  calculated  to  embroil  the  House  in  strife  and 
confusion ;  and  that  any  member  guilty  of  the  same,  is  justly 
amenable  to  the  censure  of  the  House.  After  a  great  variety 
of  absurd  and  incoherent  resolutions  had  been  proposed,  the 
following  were  adopted : 

*  lUwlfad,  That  thk  House  caniioC  rtoeiva  the  Mid  petitioD,  without  diiregarcljiig' 
ki  own  dignity,  the  rigbti  of  a  huge  chm  of  citiseni  of  the  South  and  Weft,  and  the 
Qonetitntion  of  the  United  Sutei '!  —Yeas  ISO !  nayi  85  ! 
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*  RnoUtdf  That  iktM  dd  tot  powtw  the  right  of  p«tf  tloti  ■Mbtvd  to  th«  people 
of  tbe  Unitod  Sutoi  by  the  CoMtitotioQ '  S — Y—m  162 1  aayi  18 ! 

Mr.  Adams  was  defended  with  distinguished  ability  by  Mr. 
Evans  of  Maine^  and  Messrs.  Lincoln  and  Cushing  of  Massa- 
chusetts— and  by  these  members  only.  During  the  whole  of 
this  unparalleled  excitement,  he  behaved  with  exemplary  equa- 
nimity and  admirable  self-possession.  His  speech,  in  vindica- 
tion of  his  course,  was  the  hewing  of  Agag  in  pieces  by  the 
band  of  Samuel.  He  contended  that  there  is  not  a  word  in  the 
Constitution  of  the  United  States  excluding  petitions  from  slaves. 
The  right  of  petition  God  gave  to  the  whole  human  race,  when 
he  made  them  men, — the  right  of  prayer,  by  asking  a  favor  of 
another.  It  belongs  to  humanity :  it  does  not  depend  on  the  con- 
dition of  the  petitioners :  it  is  supplication,  it  is  prayer:  it  is  tbe 
cry  of  distress  asking  for  relief.  Referring  to  the  spurious  peti- 
tion from  Fredericksburg,  he  remarked — *The  gentleman  from 
Virginia  (Mr.  Patton)  says  he  knows  these  women,  [the  peti- 
tioners,] and  that  they  are  infamous.  How  does  the  gentleman 
know  it  V  Mr.  Patton  explained.  He  did  not  say  that  he 
knew  the  women  personally.  He  knew  from  others,  that  the 
character  of  one  of  them  was  notoriously  bad.  '  Mr.  Adams 
rejoined.  I  am  glad  the  gentleman  now  says  he  does  not  know 
the  women ;  for  if  he  had  not  disclaimed  that  knowledge,  I 
might  have  asked  who  it  was  that  made  these  women  infamous 
—whether  it  was  those  of  their  own  color,  or  their  masters?  1 
have  understood  that  there  are  those  among  the  colored  popu- 
lation of  slaveholding  States,  who  bear  tbe  image  of  their  mas- 
ters. [Great  sensation.]  •  •  *  Did  the  gentleman  from  South 
Carolma  think  he  could  frighten  me  from  my  purpose,  by  his 
threat  of  a  Grand  Jury  .^^  If  that  was  his  object,  let  me  tell  him 
he  mistook  his  man.  I  am  not  to  be  frightened  from  the  dis- 
charge of  a  duty  by  his  indignation,  nor  by  all  the  Grand  Juries 
in  the  universe.  *  *  *  It  is  said  that  I  have  trifled  with  the 
House.  That  I  deny.  No,  sir,  I  had  a  higher  purpose  ;  and 
having  disclaimed  such  intention,  no  man  has  a  right  to  charge 
wa0  with  it.  Sir,  I  never  acted  under  a  more  soleom  sense  of 
duty ;  I  never  was  more  serious  m  any  moment  of  my  fife.  I 
have  disclaimed  notbbg  I  have  done  or  said.    I  have  retracted 
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nothing.     I  have  done  my  duty ;  and  I  should  do  it  again,  under 
the  same  circumstances,  if  it  were  to  be  done  to-morrow  !' 

Such  was  the  fearless,  dignified  and  victorious  spirit  with 
which  Mr.  Adams  repelled  one  of  the  most  groundless  and  fu- 
rious attacks  ever  encountered  by  the  representative  of  a  free 
people.  No  other  roan, — not  an  abolitionist, — could  have  been 
found  in  the  free  States,  probably,  capable  of  so  much  endur- 
ance, or  of  achieving  such  a  victory.  The  infamous  suggestion 
of  Mr.  Waddy  Thompson,  that  Mr.  Adams  should  be  indicted 
by  the  Grand  Jury  of  the  District  of  Columbia  as  a  felon  and 
an  incendiary,  plainly  shows  that  the  southern  slaveholders,  if 
they  had  the  physical  power,  would  incarcerate  within  the  walls 
of  a  penitentiary,  every  northern  representative  who  should 
dare  to  lisp  a  syllable  in  opposition  to  slavery  upon  the  floor  of 
Congress.  If  further  proof  were  needed,  it  is  contained  in  a 
letter  of  Messrs.  Claiborne  and  Gholson,  members  from  the 
State  of  Mississippi,  to  their  constituents,  dated  Washington, 
Feb.  14, 1837.  The  writers,  alluding  to  Mr.  Adams  and  the 
slave  petition,  use  the  following  venomous  language: — *He  is 
sunk  beneath  reproach,  and  his  late  wicked  attempt  has  wither- 
ed him  with  scorn  to  worse  than  a  cypher.  Mr.  Adan^t  is  to- 
day as  odious  as  a  traitor.  If  his  conduct  was  not  treason  in 
name,  it  was  treason  in  fact;  and  it  has  met  its  reward  ! — if 
not  in  a  traitor's  grave,  a  traitor^ s  infamy!^  If  more  evidence 
be  needed  of  what  the  spirit  of  slavery  would  do,  if  it  could 
safely,  to  our  representatives  who  dare  to  speak  their  own 
thoughts,  read  the  following  murderous  passage  from  the 
Charleston  (S.  C.)  Mercury,  the  oracle  of  slaveholders: — 
*  Public  opinion  in  the  South  would  noWj  we  are  sure,  justify 
an  immediate  RESORT  TO  FORCE  hy  the  Southern  dele- 
gation—EVEN  ON  THE  FLOOR  OF  CONGRESS— were 
they  forthwith  to  SEIZE  AND  DRAG  FROM  THE  HALL, 
any  man  who  dared  to  insult  them,  as  that  eccentric  old  show- 
man, John  Quincy  Adams,  has  dared  to  do.  If  there  be  laws 
against  incendiaries,  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  HE  SHOULD 
BE  INDICTED.  If  the  privileges  of  the  House  are  to  screen 
an  Abolitionist,  who  holds  concert  with  the  slaves  of  the  Dis- 
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trict,  it  is  time  thai  Virginia  and  Maryland  should  interfere, 
AND  PUT  DOWN  SUCH  A  NUISANCE  AS  CON- 
GRESS   MUST  BE  UPON  THEIR  BORDERS.'      If 

still  other  and  more  authoritative  evidence  be  required  to 
prove  that  the  slave-tyrants  of  the  South  are  resolved  upon  ad- 
ministering lynch  law  to  all  the  enemies  of  their  accursed  slave- 
system,  who  may  chance  to  be  within  their  power,  let  the  fol- 
lowing atrocious  declaration  of  Mr.  Preston  of  S.  C,  made  in 
the  U.  S.  Senate  on  the  4tb  instant,  annihilate  the  last  frag- 
ment of  northern  skepticism: — 'This  much  he  would  say:  let 
an  abolitionist  [Gerrit  Smith  or  William  Jay,  for  example]  come 
within  the  borders  of  South  Carolina, — if  we  can  catch  him, 
we  will  try  him ;  and  noth withstanding  all  the  interference  of 
all  the  governments  of  the  earth,  including  this  federal  govern' 
ment,  WE  WILL  HANG  HIM.'  No  doubt  of  it.  Mr.  Pros- 
ton  was  neither  joking,  nor  attempting  to  bluster.  It  is  a  fact 
in  the  awful  history  of  the  times,  that  every  northern  citizen, 
who  refuses  to  bow  down  to  the  Moloch  of  slavery  at  the  South, 
and  who  proclaims  his  abhorrence  of  the  conduct  of  slavehold- 
ers, from  that  moment  becomes  AN  OUTLAW  in  one  half  of 
the  American  Union.  He  can  more  safely  trust  himself  in  the 
paws  of  the  bear,  than  in  the  hands  of  the  bloody-minded  men 
of  the  South.  He  may  travel  with  impunity  among  savage 
tribes,  and  all  other  parts  of  the  world  are  accessible  to  him ; 
but  if  he  is  caught  at  the  South,  he  will  be  suspended  upon  a 
gibbet  for  the  crime  of  loving  liberty  for  all  men,  irrespective  of 
clime  or  color;  and  though  he  may  suppose  that  he  is  shielded 
from  all  danger  by  the  American  Constitution,  yet  will  he  find 
that  even  the  national  government  has  no  power  to  save  him 
from  an  ignominious  fate ! — In  vain  shall  he  appeal  to  his  un- 
blemished character  as  a  man,  a  citizen,  and  a  christian ;  in  vain 
claim  the  liberty  of  speech  and  of  conscience,  secured  to  him 
by  the  clearest  constitutional  provisions  as  an  inalienable  right ; 
in  vain  protest  that  his  heresy  consists  simply  in  a  hearty  sub- 
scription to  the  self-evident  truths  of  the  Declaration  of  Inde- 
pendence ;  in  vain  appeal  for  justice  to  the  Supreme  Court  of 
bis  country ;  for  there  is  none  able  to  deliver  him.     Die  he 
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must ;  die  ignobly ;  die  upon  the  gallows.  '  We  will  hang 
hinC  !  is  the  murderous  assurance  from  the  lips  of  a  U.  S.  Sen- 
ator, in  his  place  in  Congress.*  Shocking  as  it  is,  and  calcula- 
ted to  chill  the  blood  of  every  friend  of  humanity,  it  called 
forth  no  expression  of  surprise,  or  indignation,  or  horror,  from 
any  Senator.  *  The  Defender  of  the  Constitution  *  was  dumb — 
and  who  else  should  presume  to  speak  ?  If  the  time-honored 
adage  be  not,  in  this  instance,  strictly  true,  that  *  silence  gives 
consent,'  what  Is  that  silence  but  a  virtual  abandonment  of  the 
vindication  of  northern  character,  and  the  defence  of  northern 
lives  ?  An  expression,  so  sanguinary  as  that  which  fell  from 
the  lips  of  Mr.  Preston,  should  have  brought  every  northern 
senator  to  his  feet;,  and  elicited  such  a  reply  as  would  have 
caused  the  bloody-minded  South  Carolinian  to  hang  his  head  as 
a  detected,  self-convicted  ruffian.  But  no  one  stirred — the 
threat  was  made  with  impunity.  The  boldest  held  his  breath  ! 
On  the  4th  of  March,  1837,  Mr.  Van  Buren,  the  new  Pres- 
ident, made  his  inaugural  address  to  the  people  of  the  United 
States.  Better,  far  better  for  his  reputation,  if  he  had  never 
emerged  from  village  obscurity,  than  that  he  should  have  been 
elevated  to  the  station  he  now  fills,  to  put  forth  to  the  world 
such  inhuman  and  anti-republican  sentiments  as  are  embodied 
in  that  address.  If  there  be  one  constitutional  provision  more 
emphatic,  more  unequivocal  than  another,  it  is  that  which  gives 
Congress  exclusive  jurisdiction,  in  all  cases  whatsoever,  over 
the  District  of  Columbia  ;  and,  consequently,  it  has  both  the 
power  and  the  right  to  abolish  slavery  and  the  slave  trade  in 
that  District — or,  in  other  words,  to  *  establish  justice'  between 
the  inhabitants  of  the  District,  and  to  secure  to  them  the  bless- 
ings of  liberty.  This  truth  has  been  admitted  and  reiterated, 
from  the  time  of  the  cession  of  the  District  up  to  the  present 
hour,  by  southern  as  well  as  northern  statesmen ;  nor  can  it  be 
denied,  without  subverting  the  whole  instrument.  When  Ma- 
ryland and  Virginia  gave  up  all  right  and  title  to  that  free  gift 
of  territory,  they  necessarily  relinquished  the  law-making  pow- 
er over  it.  Whatever  laws,  regulating  their  own  internal  con- 
cerns, they  may  have  since  modified,  repealed  or  enacted,  their 
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legislation  has  ceased  to  operate  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  ad 
completely  as  in  Massachusetts  or  Vermont.  Whatever  changes 
have  taken  place  in  the  laws  of  the  Dictrict,  since  its  cession  to 
the  United  States,  they  have  been  made  solely  by  Congress. 
The  slavery,  therefore,  which  exists  within  its  limits,  has  the 
sanction  and  is  upheld  by  all  the  States  in  the  Union,  through 
their  Senators  and  Representatives.  It  can  be  overthrown  only 
by  the  power  that  sustains  it.  Hence,  whenever  a  constitution- 
al majority  demand  its  abolition,  it  is  lawful  to  obey  that  com- 
mand. Indeed,  it  exists  in  express  violation  of  the  letter  and 
spirit  of  the  American  Constitution  ;  it  is,  therefore,  a  danger- 
ous usurpation,  which,  aside  from  all  considerations  of  humani- 
ty, ought  to  be  crushed  instantly.  In  what  section  or  clause  of 
the  Constitution  is  authority  given  to  Congress  to  foster  or  even 
tolerate  slavery,  by  express  statute,, upon  the  soil  that  might  be 
ceded  to  the  United  States  ?  The  doctrine  of  the  South,  prop- 
erly understood,  that  Congress  has  no  right  to  meddle  with  sla- 
very, is  sound.  It  follows  that  that  body  had  no  right  to  ac- 
cept of  that  which  it  could  not  constitutionally  touch  ;  it  ex- 
ceeded its  power  in  receiving  slavery,  but  having  committed  the 
crime,  it  has  power  to  repudiate  it  at  any  moment.  By  the 
Constitution,  every  slave  in  the  District  of  Columbia  is  a  free- 
man ;  because  an  instrument  expressly  designed  ^  to  establish 
justice,  and  secure  the  blessings  of  liberty,'  cannot  empower  the 
legislative  body  acting  under  its  provisions  to  establish  and  sus- 
tain slavery,  and  secure  the  victims  of  slaveholders ;  and  be- 
cause all  the  laws  of  Congress,  transforming  one  portion  of  the 
inhabitants  of  the  District  into  chattels  personal,  are  by  that 
great  instrument  null  and  void.  It  is  not  necessary  to  jAirsue 
the  argument.  The  right  of  Congress  to  abolish  slavery  in  the 
*  ten  miles  square,'  is  indisputable :  even  Mr.  Van  Buren,  though 
anxious  to  please  the  South  in  every  thing,  admits  it.  As  to 
the  expediency,  the  duty  of  such  abolition,  who  that  *  despises 
fraud,  or  loathes  rapine,  or  abhors  blood,'  or  fears  perjury,  can 
for  one  moment  doubt  ?  Who  that  loves  his  country,  and  would 
not  have  her  (what  she  is  now)  a  by-word  and  a  hissing  among 
the  tyrants  of  the  old  world,  will  not  be  eager  to  see  the  stain 
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of  pollutkm  wiped  from  her  brow,  and  ber  g^rmeoU  of  blood 
made  white  like  snow  7     Who  that  assumes  to  be  a  man,  much 
more  a  patriot  and  christiaD,  will  dare  to  oonteod^that  either  the 
honor,  prosperity  or  security  of  the  nation,  requires  the  contia-* 
uance  of  a  system  of  all  possible  villanies  at  the  Seat  of  Gov- 
ernment }     A  territory  of  equal  size,  reeking  with  so  much  pol* 
lution,  and  filled  with  so  much  oppression,  probably  cannot  be 
found  in  any  part  of  the  world.     It  is  the  bead  quarters  of  the 
.dealers  in  slaves  and  the  soub  of  men  :  the  noise  of  the  whip, 
the  shrieks  of  violated  innocence,  the   groans  of  heart-broken 
men  and  women,  the  clanking  of  chains,  and  the  voice  of  the 
slave-selling  auctioneer,  are  heard  in  the  midst  of  it  continually* 
Its  prisons  are  crowded  with  doomed  victims ;  its  slave-trading 
ships  are  actively  engaged  in  the  commerce  of  blood  ;  and  cof- 
Aes  of  slaves  are  as  regularly  driven  from  its  soil  as  from  any 
portion  of  benighted  Africa.     These  horrors  have  been  enibrced 
by  Congress  for  almost  half  a  century ;  and  how  much  longer 
they  are  to  be  tolerated  by  those  upon  whom  the  awful  respon- 
sibility rests, — the  American  people, — the  God  of  the  oppress- 
ed only  knows.     The  President  of  the  United  States  declares, 
with  a  brow  of  brass  and  a  heart  of  stone,  that  they  shall  not 
cease  so  long  as  he  occupies  his  present  station.     With  a  folly 
as  surprising  as  his  wickedness  is  transcefidant,  he  bids  defiance 
in  advance  to  any  expression  of  the  will  of  the  people  on  this 
subject,  and  pledges  himself  to  be  governed  in  his  conduct  by  a  * 
slaveholding  banditti.     In  his  inaugural  address,  he  proclaims 
that  he  has  gone  into  the  Presidential  Chair,  ^  the  inflexible 
and  uncompromising  opponent  of  every  attempt,  on  the  part  of 
Congress,  to  abolish  slavery  m  the  District  of  Columbia,  against 
the  wbhes  [not  merely  of  Maryland  and  Virgmia,  but]  of  the 
slaveholding  States'! — <  No  bill,'  he  adds,  ^  conflicting  with  these 
views,  can  ever  receive  my  constitutional  sanction.'    No— not 
though  a  majority  of  the  people  call  upon  him  to  undo  the 
heavy  burdens,  and  let  the  opjpressed  go  free ;  though  all  that  is 
merciful  and  just  beseech  him  to  relent ;  though   the  voice  of 
God  thunders  in  his  ear,  ^Execute  judgment,  and  deliver  him 
that  b  spoiled  out  of  the  hands  of  the  qpoiler/    He  canaot, 
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must  not,  will  not  break  the  rod  of  oppression.  When  the 
tigers  of  the  South  shall  signify,  that  their  appetite  is  glutted 
Tvith  blood,  and  that  they  desire  the  release  of  their  prey,  then, 
and  not  till  then^  will  he  consent  to  the  deliverance !  And  he 
has  the  efiVontery  to  add,  that  experience  has  proved  his  views 

*  to  be  humane,  patriotic,  expedient,  honorable,  and  just*! — *  Hu- 
mane'to  place  mothers  and  daughters  under  the  lash  of  the 
slave-driver,  and  surrender  up  their  bodies  to  pollution  !  '  Pa- 
triotic' to  deprive  thousands  of  guiltless  men  and  women  of 
their  inalienable  rights!  *  Expedient '  to  join  hands  with  thieves 
and  adulterers,  and  to  license  the  trade  iti  human  flesh !  *  Hon- 
orable '  to  withhold  the  hire  of  the  laborers,  fatten  upon  stolen 
wealth,  annihilate  the  institution  of  marriage,  sunder  all  the  ties 
of  consanguinity,  and  make  havoc  of  all  the  relations  of  life ! — 

*  Just'  to  make  man  a  thing,  the  priceless  soul  property  ;  to  fet- 
ter, scourge,  maim,  murder  the  innocent;  to  blot  out  the  intel- 
lect of  beings  created  in  the  image  of  God,  and  to  consign  them 
to  remediless  bondage !  Such  is  the  humanity,  such  the  patri- 
otism, such  the  religion  of  a  man,  who  aspires  to  be  the  repre- 
sentative of  democracy,  of  Christianity  !  Democracy,  in  its 
purity,  rejects  with  indignation  his  hollow  pretensions.  Chris- 
tianity associates  him  with  her  enemies.  He  has  voluntarily 
thrown  aside  his  mask,  and  revealed  the  deformity  of  his  fea- 
tures. Having  in  the  pride  of  his  heart  demanded, '  Who  is  the 
Lord,  that  I  should  obey  his  voice  to  let  the  oppressed  go  free.^' 
it  is  no  marvel  that  he  is  refsolved  to  regard  the  will  of  the  peo- 
ple disdainfully.  But  let  him  beware.  Like  ancient  Pharaoh, 
he  has  placed  himself  at  the  head  of  a  slaveholding  army,  and 
chosen  all  the  chariots  of  Egypt,  and  is  pursuing  those,  who, 
trusting  in  the  living  God  for  deliverance,  are  led  by  a  pillar  of 
cloud  by  day,  and  a  pillar  of  fire  by  night.  Into  the  Red  Sea 
have  the  persecuted  gone  forward,  though  at  first  ready  to  de- 
spair ;  and  the  waters  have  become  a  wall  unto  them  on  their 
right  hand  and  on  the  left.  Their  implacable  foes  are  just  be- 
hind. Let  them  not  tempt  the  Almighty,  but  retreat  while  they 
may.  Already  they  drive  heavily,  for  their  chariot-wheels  the 
Lord  li  taking  off!    If  they  persist  in  their  merciless  intentions, 
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thjB  depths  shall  cover  them-^they  shall  siokas  lead  lo  THfi 
RED  SEA  OF  PUBLIC  OPINION ! 

These  animadversions  are  stimulated  by  no  political  antipa* 
thiesj  no  party  predilectioos.  Fidelity  to  the  sacred  cause  which 
we  espouse  calls  them  forth.  Up  to  the  present  time,  the  anti- 
slavery  enterprise  has  been  prosecuted  with  the  utmost  impar- 
tiality toward  all  men  ;  and  this  is  proved  by  the  fact,  that  men 
of  all  religious  sects  and  all  political  parties  are  united  in  its 
support.  It  must  continue  to  stand  aloof  from  partyisin>  from 
sectarianism.  Whoever  or  whatever  assails  it,  must  expect  to 
be  rebuked,  and,  if  possible,  removed  out  of  its  path.  The 
spirit  of  abolition  is  of  heaven,  not  of  men  :  it  is  the  spirit  of 
Him  who  was  anointed  to  preach  good  tidings  unto  the  meek 
— who  was  sent  to  bind  up  the  broken-hearted,  to  proclaim 
liberty  to  the  captives,  and  the  opening  of  the  prbon  to  them 
that  are  bound — to  proclaim  the  acceptable  year  of  the  Lord, 
and  the  day  of  vengeance  of  our  God.  Whatever,  therefore, 
resists  it,  is  Anti-Christ.  As  all  are  not  Israel,  who  are  of 
Israel  ;  so  neither  are  all  abolitionists,  who  profess  to  be.  Some 
have  joined  themselves  to  the  ami-slavery  ranks,  who  love  their 
sect  or  their  party  more  than  they  love  the  perishing  slaves. 
Such  will  find  themselves  necessitated  to  withdraw,  unless  in- 
deed the  hope  of  exciting  divisions  shall  induce  them  to  remain. 
To  love  any  man, — ay,  even  a  father,  a  mother,  or  wife,  or 
child, — more  than  this  cause,  is  to  be  disloyal  to  it.  We  have 
the  confession  of  Mr.  Preston,  of  S.  C.  that  the  District  of 
Columbia  is  THE  CITADEL  OF  AMERICAN  SLAVERY* 
The  President  of  the  United  States  is  the  chieftain  who  guards 
it,  and  resolves  to  defend  it  to  the  last.  In  opposing  him  as  an 
individual,  abolitionists  make  no  war  upon  democratic  principles. 
In  associating  himself  with  the  enemies  of  our  race,  he  must 
expect  to  meet  with  the  same  opposition  that  they  are  justly 
exciting.  The  democratic  party  are  not  called  upon  to  abandon 
their  principles,. but  only  the  man  who  has  betrayed  those  prin- 
ciples. It  is  certain  that  they  must  make  this  sacrifice,— which 
truly  is  no  sacrifice, — and  select  some  worthier  candidate,  or 
they  will  find  themselves  in  a  minority  at  the  next  Presidential 
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electioti.  The  balance  of  political  power  is  already  in  the  hands 
of  the  abolitionists,  and  their  number  is  multiplying  with  unex- 
ampled rapidity.  Into  which  ever  scale  they  shall  throw  them- 
selves, by  their  regard  for  humanity  above  all  party  considera- 
tions, they  will  outweigh  all  opposition.  None  would  deprecate 
the  necessity  of  such  a  movement  more  than  themselves.  But, 
without  a  full  retraction  of  the  tyrannous  pledge  which  Mr.  Van 
Buren  has  given  respecting  the  abolition  of  slavery  in  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia,  they  can  neither  consistently  nor  conscien- 
tiously vote  for  his  re-election.  They  must  oppose  him  as  they 
oppose  all  who  uphold  the  slave-system. 

At  the  last  session  of  the  Legislature  of  this  State,  a  large 
number  of  petitions  was  presented  to  the  Senate  and  House, 
requesting  those  bodies  *  to  protest,  without  delay,  in  the  name 
of  the  people  of  this  Commonwealth,'  against  a  resolution  of 
the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States,  adopted 
January  18th,  1837,  laying  upon  the  table  '  all  petitions,  me- 
morials, resolutions,  propositions,  or  papers,  relating  in  anyway, 
or  to  any  extent  whatever,  to  the  subject  of  slavery,  or  the  abo- 
lition of  slavery,  without  being  either  printed  or  referred,  and 
that  no  further  action  whatever  shall  be  had  thereon.'  This 
resolution  was  justly  declared  to  be  a  virtual  denial  of  the  right 
of  petition,  a  violation  of  the  American  Constitution,  and  dan- 
gerous to  the  union  of  the  States.  The  memorials  were  refer- 
red to  a  committee,  consisting  ol  Messrs.  Lee  of  Templeton, 
Richardson  of  Boston,  Eaton  of  Haverhill,  Thompson  of 
Cbarlestown,  Huntington  of  Northampton,  Collins  of  Chester, 
Cooley  of  Hawley,  Newton  of  Washington,  Goodrich  of  Rox- 
bury,  Perkins  of  New  Bedford,  Barstow  of  Rochester,  Crosby 
of  Brewster,  Coffin  of  Edgarton,  and  Upton  of  Nantucket — 
that  is,  one  from  each  congressional  district  in  the  State.  Be- 
fore this  committee,  in  behalf  of  the  petitioners,  appeared 
George  S.  Hillard  and  Henry  B.  Stanton.  These  genflemeQ 
were  listened  to  by  the  committee  in  the  most  respectful  and 
courteous  manner,  at  great  length,  with  no  symptoms  of  impa- 
tience, and  to  great  acceptance — the  conduct  of  the  chairman 
(Mr.  Lee  of  Templeton)  furnishing  a  striking  and  honorable 
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similar  occasion  in  18S6.  Mr.  Hillard  spoke  with  ability  in 
defence  of  the  right  of  petition.  The  argument  of  Mr.  Stan- 
ton was  one  of  extraordinary  power,  covering  the  whole  ground 
of  controversy.  Its  effect  upon  the  committee,  and  upon  the 
crowd  of  anxious  spectators  that  filled  the  Representatives'  Hall, 
was  electrical.  It  was  first  stereotyped  in  theu:  understandings, 
consciences  and  hearts,  and  has  since  been  stereotyped  in  anoth- 
er form,  and  printed  for  circulation  through  the  length  and  breadth 
of  the  land.  Thousands  and  tens  of  thousands  have  read  it — 
but  who  has  ventured  to  deny  its  premises  or  conclusions  ? 
No*  one.  It  is  unanswered,  simply  because  it  it  unanswerable. 
Hundreds  of  thousands,  yea,  a  long  line  of  posterity,  even  after 
the  overthrow  of  slavery,  shall  yet  peruse  it  with  admiration 
and  thanksgiving.  In  listening  to  it,  as  it  fell  like  inspiration, 
in  burning  strains,  from  the  lips  of  the  speaker,  men  began  to 
feel  the  divinity  stir  within  them,  and  the  meanest  of  their  race 
rose  in  their  estimation  almost  to  the  height  of  a  seraph — only, 
indeed,  '  a  little  lower  than  the  angels.'  Their  sluggish  blood 
grew  warm ;  for  the  fires  of  truth  and  humanity  were  kindled 
within  them,  consuming  their  prejudices  like  flax,  and  melting 
their  rocky  hearts  with  fervid  intensity.  The  occasion  was  one 
of  great  moral  sublimity.  Mr.  Stanton,  though  laboring  under 
physical  indisposition,  was  happily  enabled  not  only  to  meet  but 
even  to  transcend  the  high  expectations  of  the  friends  of  liber- 
ty. His  words  became  living  coals ;  and  his  eloquence  bore  all 
things  onward  like  an  overflowing  stream.  More  graphic,  heart- 
stirring  thoughts,  sentiments,  appeals,  cannot  be  found  in  the 
same  compass  from  the  lips  of  any  ancient  or  modern  defender 
of  the  rights  of  man.  Take  the  following  as  a  specimen.  Al- 
luding to  the  fallacious  hope,  which  certain  statesmen  of  the 
South  seem  to  cherish,  that,  by  dissolving  their  connection  with 
the  North,  they  will  be  able  to  shut  out  the  effects  of  anti-sla- 
very agitations,  he  eloquently  remarked — 

'  Never !  The  efiecU  of  anti-slavery  agitaiioos  are  not  bemmed  in  bj  State  linee, 
nor  circnnwcribed  by  local  bonadariei.  Tbey  are  moral  in  their  nature;  obey  no 
laws  bat  thoae  of  the  human  mind ;   owe  allegiance  to  no  constitotion  -but  that  of 
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the  immortal  soul.  Impalpable  yet  real,  tbe  tratks  wa  prtclaim  orerleap  all  geo- 
graphical divisioDB,  and  lay  their  strong  grasp  apon  the  conscience.  Mora)  light,  dif- 
fbsed  at  the  north,  is  like  tbe  Aurora  Borealis  :  it  will  trarel  onward  to  tbe  Sooth. 
The  slaveholder  may  intrench  himself  behind  bristling  bayooeU— but  the  truth,  armed 
with  the  omnipotence  of  its  Author,  breaks  through  the  serried  legions.  At  Mason 
and  Dixon's  tine,  he  may  pile  his  prohibitory  statutes  to  the  clouds  as  his  wall  of  de- 
fence— but  truth,  like  light,  is  elastic  and  irrepressible — and,  mounting  upward,  wiU 
overleap  the  summit,  and  penetrate  his  concealment.  Yes,  sir,  if  the  Union  were 
rent  into  ten  thousand  fragments — ^yet,  if  on  every  fragment  there  was  a  slaveholder, 
anti-slavery  agitation  would  search  him  out,  and  scatter  upon  his  naked  heart  the  liv- 
ing coals  of  truth.  God  has  written  the  verity  of  our  prioeiples  on  the  iaside  of  every 
oppressor  in  the  land.  He  can  destroy  tlie  record  only  with  his  nature.  And,  if  the 
American  slaveholder,  returning  wearied  from  the  destruction  of  every  ami-slavery 
pamphlet,  and  press,  and  society,  and  man  in  the  nation,  shouki  seek  repose  in  bis 
chamber,  these  words,  written  with  tbe  finger  of  God,  wouM  flame  ont  from  its  walk, 
in  letters  of  blinding  intensity  : — *  Wo  unto  him  that  buildeth  his  house  by  unright- 
eousness, and  his  chambers  by  wrong;  that  useth  his  neighbor's  service  without 
wages,  and  giveth  him  not  far  his  work  !  * 

Of  tbe  unyielding  purpose  of  the  friends  of  emancipationy 
Mr.  Stanton  gave  tbe  committee  tbe  following  impressive  and 
trutbful  assurance : 

*  Undeterred  by  official  proscription  or  private  denunciation,  by  prosecatiom  at 
•ommon  law  or  persecutions  without  law,  by  legislative  enactments  or  eecletiastical 
anathemas,  the  friends  of  the  slave,  guided  by  the  wisdom,  cheered  by  the  favor,  aod 
protected  by  the  power  of  God,  will  prosecute  their  work..  And  that  man,  or  that 
party,  which  shall  attempt  to  arrest  this  cause  in  its  onward  march,  will  be  borne 
down  bj  the  advancing  host*' 

It  is  doubtless  to  tbe  powerful  advocacy  of  the  prayer  of 
the  memorialists,  by  Mr.  Stanton,  on  this  occasion,  that  the 
people  are  indebted,  under  God,  for  tbe  noble  response  that 
was  subsequently  mad^by  both  branches  of  tbe  Legislature. 
The  committee  reported  to  the  House  a  preamble  and  resolu- 
tions, declaring  unequivocally  that  the  act  of  Congress,  in  re- 
fusing to  refer  or  consider  the  petitions  of  the  people  on  the 
subject  of  slavery,  was  *  a  virtual  denial  of  the  right  of  peti- 
tion itself — '  at  variance  with  the  spirit  and  intent  of  the  Con- 
stitution of  the  United  States,  and  injurious  to  the  cause  of 
freedom  and  free  institutions ' ; — '  that  our  Senators  and  Rep- 
resentatives in  Congress,  in  maintaining  and  advocating  the 
full  right  of  petition,  had  entitled  themselves  to  the  cordial 
approbation   of  the   people   of  this   Commonwealth  * ; — and 
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*  that  Congress,  having  exclusive  legislation  in  the  District  of 
Columbia,  possess  the  right  to  abolish  slavery  in  said  District, 
and  that  its  exercise  should  only  be  restrained  by  a  regard  to 
the  public  good.'  These  were  adopted,  in  the  House,  after 
an  animated  discussion,  by  the  triumphant  vote  of  378  to  16  ; 
ahd  in  the  Senate,  yeas  32,  nays  1.  The  result  astounded 
men  of  all  parties,  and  carried  dismay  into  the  heart  of  the 
South.  The  Boston  Centinel  and  Gazette  (a  paper  unsurpass- 
ed for  its  malignity  toward  the  anti-sla^ry  cause,  and  its  ser- 
vility to  southern  dictation)  styled  it  *  A  proud  day  for  the 
Abolitionists  ! '  The  Daily  Advertiser  (not  less  hostile  in  its 
character)  argued  that  *  the  agitation  of  this  subject  in  the 
Legislature  was  without  a  shadow  of  justification  or  pretext ' ! 
It  *  warned  the  Legislature  against  any  such  course  ' — *  they 
were  not  called  upon,  by  any  obligation  whatever,  to  interfere 
in  the  matter,'  i.  e.  to  defend  the  strangled  right  of  petition  ! 
— *  the  only  effect  of  the  resolutions  would  be  to  increase 
the  irritation  already  produced  ' ! — *  the  passing  of  them  could 
not  fail  to  be  mischievous  ' !  It  was  *  moreover  persuaded, 
that  the  Legislature,  in  thus  countenancing  the  views  of  the 
abolitionists,  had  pursued  a  course  entirely  at  variance  with 
the  prevailing  sentiment  of  the  people  of  this  State  ' ! ! — ^The 
Morning  Post  stigmatized  them  as  *  fire--brand  resolutions,* 
and  hoped  '  that  the  democratic  members  at  least,  would  be 
consistent,  and  unitedly  oppose  their  passage — ^they  owed  it 
to  their  country,  to  themselves,  and  to  their  party  M  !  It  was 
in  this  manner  almost  every  daily  paper  in  Boston  attempted 
to  intimidate  and  brow-beat  the  members  of  the  Legislature — 
but  in  vain.  They  were  neither  to  be  frightened  nor  misled 
by  the  tools  of  the  Boston  aristocracy.  The  resolutions  which 
they  adopted,  instead  of  increasing  irritation,  served  to  diffuse 
satisfaction  and  tranquillity  throughout  the  Commonwealth. 
To  the  South,  of  course,  and  its  northern  allies,  they  gave  se- 
rious offence.  Alluding  to  them,  the  Richmond  Enquirer  ex- 
claimed, *  This  is  absolute  infatuation — ^we  had  almost  said, 
fanaticism.     Thanks  be  to  Mr.  Van  Buren,  however,  so  long 
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as  he  remains  President,  no  bill  for  the  abolition  of  slavery  in 
the  District  can  become  a  law  of  the  land  1 ' 

As  Congress  had  risen  before  the  adoption  of  these  resolu* 
tions  by  the  State  Legislature,  they  failed  to  be  laid  before 
that  body.  Since,  however,  the  passage  of  Mr.  Patton's  res- 
olution of  the  21st  ultimo,  by  the  House  of  Representatives 
at  its  present  session,  laying  all  petitions  relating  to  slavery  on 
the  table,  unreferred,  unread,  undebated,  Mr.  Gushing  (having 
previously  laid  them  upon  the  table)  has  attempted  to  call 
them  up  for  consideration ;  but,  by  the  decision  of  the  House, 
though  emanating  from  a  sovereign  State,  they  cannot  be  al- 
lowed even  a  hearing — ^and  they  accordingly  lie  upon  the  ta- 
ble, voiceless  and  contemned !  As  the  Legislature  of  the 
State  is  now  in  session,  it  only  remains  to  be  seen  in  what 
manner  the  representatives  of  freemen  will  treat  this  new  out- 
rage upon  the  character  and  dignity  of  this  Commcxiwealtb. 
As  they  have  appointed  committees  to  report  upon  slavery  in 
the  District  of  Columbia  and  the  Right  of  Petition,  (as  well 
as  upon  the  annexation  of  Texas,)  it  is  to  be  presumed  they 
will  speak  out  in  language  not  to  be  misunderstood-^n  a  tone 
not  to  be  disregarded. 

'  Startling  and  stern,  the  northern  winds  shall  bear  it 

Over  Potomac's  to  St.  Mary's  wave ; 
Aod  buried  Freedom  shall  awake  to  hear  it 
Within  her  grave.' 

Has  it  indeed  come  to  this  ?  Is  Massachusetts  to  be  treat- 
ed as  a  bond-slave  ?     Are  all  her  citizens  in  chains  ? 

•  And  what,  but  more  than  slaves,  are  they 

Who're  told  they  ne'er  shall  be  denied 
The  right  of  prayer;  yet,  when  they  pray. 

Their  prayers,  unheard,  are  throvm  aside  1 
Such  mockery  they  will  tamely  bear, 
Who're  fit  an  iron  chain  te  wear  ! 

■  Turn  not,  ye  despots,  on  your  heel : — 

It  is  not  for  an  act  of  grace 
That,  suppliants,  at  your  feet,  we  koeel^- 

We  stand— we  look  you  in  the  face. 
And  say — and  we  have  weighed  the  word- 
That  our  petitioDi  shall  be  beard.' 
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In  the  House  of  Representatives  of  this  State,  March  27> 
1837,  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  to  whom  was  referred 
an  order  of  January  SOth,  directing  them  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  ^  restoring  the  writ  de  homine  replegiando,  or 
of  providing  some  other  process  by  which  one  under  personal 
restraint  may  try  his  right  to  liberty  before  a  jury,'  made  an 
elaborate  report  through  their  chairman,  (James  C.  Alvord,) 
to  which  was  appended  an  act,  the  first  seetion  of  which  pro^ 
vides  that  '  if  any  person  is  imprisoned,  restrained  of  his  lib« 
erty,  or  held  in  duress,  unless  it  be  in  the  custody  of  some 
public  officer  of  the  law,  by  force  of  a  lawful  warrant  or  other 
process,  civil  or  criminal,  issued  by  a  court  of  competent  ju* 
risdiction,  he  shall  be  entitled,  as  of  right,  to  the  writ  of  per- 
sonal replevin,  and  to  be  thereby  delivered  in  the  manner ' 
specified  in  the  remaming  sections  of  the  act.  This  report 
was  adopted  with  entire  unanimity.  Thus  it  is  settled,  that 
every  person  who  may  be  hereafter  seized  in  this  State,  as  a 
runaway  slave,  shall  have  the  benefit  of  a  trial  by  jury,  instead 
of  having  hb  liberty  put  into  the  hands,  and  dependent  mere-^ 
ly  on  the  certificate  of  any  magistrate  whom  the  unprincipled 
claimant  might  select,  granted  on  a  summary  and  ex-parte  ex- 
amination. *  This  trial  to  him,'  in  the  language  of  the  Re- 
port, '  is  of  tremendous  interest,  involving  consequences,  in 
some  respects,  even  greater  than  those  which  await  the  judg- 
ment on  the  most  abhorred  crime  known  in  the  land.  For  our 
constitution  provides,  that  even  this  shall  '^  not  work  corrup- 
tion of  the  blood."  But  a  judgment  against  one,  condemning 
him  as  a  fugitive  slave,  does  work  corruption  of  blood,  and 
forfeiture  to  himself,  his  children,  and  his  children's  children, 
to  the  latest  generation.'  The  act  of  Congress  of  the  12th  of 
February,  1798,  authorizing  persons  claimed  as  runaway  slaves 
to  be  given  up  on  oral  testimony  or  affidavit,  taken  before  and 
certified  by  any  magistrate  of  a  county,  city,  or  town  corpor- 
ate, wherein  such  seizure  or  arrest  shall  be  made,  the  commit- 
tee deem  to  be  unauthorized  and  void*,  inasmuch  as  it  is  a  well 
settled  principle  that  Congress  cannot  confer  any  part  of  the 
judicial  power  of  the  United  States  on  State  magistrates  or 
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officers.  Thfey  t>ertinently  ask,  '  Who^  that  knows  the  ex- 
treme jealousy  of  freedom,  which  was  the  characteristic  of 
the  times,  can  believe  that  the  founders  of  our  Constitution 
intended  to  hold  (he  trial  by  jury  "  sacred  "  on  every  question 
of  dollars  and  cents,  however  insignificant,  and  in  relation  to 
the  slightest  misdemeanors,  and  to  deny  it  on  the  great  ques- 
tion of  PERSONAL  LIBERTY  ?  that  they  would  yield  it 
as  a  RIGHT  to  every  man  for  the  investigation  of  his  title  to  an 
ox  or  a  horse,  and  withhold  it  on  a  trial  which  involved  the 
ownership  of  his  own  limbs  and  faculties-^in  one  word,  his 
ownership  of  HIMSELF?'  Strange  that  this  rational  dis- 
covery was  not  made  sooner  ;  and  passing  strange  that  the  col- 
ored citizens  of  this  Commonwealth  should,  for  almost  fifty 
years,  have  been  deprived  of  that  protection  for  their  liberty^ 
which  they  and  all  others  enjoy  for  the  smallest  items  of  per- 
sonal property  ! — The  astounding  fact  is  only  andther  humil- 
iating proof  of  the  indifference  with  which  the  rights  of  that 
deeply  injured  class  of  our  fellow-citizens  have  been  regarded, 
even' in  this  enlightened  Commonwealth.  But;  thanks  be  to 
God  !  they  are  henceforth  to  be  fully  protected  in  their  per- 
sonal liberty,  the  whole  system  of  legal  kidnapping  having 
been  demolished  at  a  blow.  The  unanimous  decision  of  the 
Supreme  Judicial  Court  of  this  State,  that  ^  an  owner  of  a 
slave  in  another  State  where  slavery  is  warranted  by  law,  vol- 
untarily bringing  such  slave  into  this  State,  has  no  authority  to 
detain  him  against  his  will,  or  to  carry  him  out  of  the  State 
against  his  consent,  for  the  purpose  of  being  held  in  slavery,' 
was  highly  important,  but  far  less  so  than  this  restoration  of  a 
trial  by  jury. 

It  is  the  strength  and  glory  of  the  anti-slarery  cattse,  that 
its  principles  are  so  simple  and  elementary,  and  yet  so  vital 
to  freedom,  morality  and  religion,  as  to  commend  themselves 
to  the  understandings  and  consciences  of  men  of  every  sect 
and  party,  every  creed  and  persuasion,  every  caste  and  color. 
They  are  self-evident  truths, — fixed  stars  in  the  manl  firma- 
ment,— blazing  suns  in  the  great  universe  of  mind,  dispensing 
light  and  heat  over  the  whole  surface  of  bttmanity,  and  around 
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which  all  social  and  moral  aflSnities  revolve  in  harmony.  They 
are  to  be  denied,  only  as  the  existence  of  a  God,  or  the  im- 
mortality of  the  soul,  is  denied.     Unhke  human  theories,  they 
can  never  lead  astray  ;  unlike  human  devices,  they  can  never 
be  made  subservient  to  ambition  or  sel6shnes9.     When  Jesus 
gave  this  rule  of  action  to  a  Jewish  lawyer,  who  interrogated 
him,  ^  Thou  shalt  love  thy  neighbor  as  thyself,'  and  illustrated 
its  meaning  by  the  case  of  the  man  fallen  among  thieves,  aid- 
ed by  one  with  whom  he  was  at  mortal  variance  because  of 
sectarian  and  national  antipathies,  the  Great  Teacher  evident- 
ly intended  to  inculcate  this  among  other  truths,  that  all  men 
arc  bound  to  rally  upon  the  broad  ground  of  a  common  hu- 
manity,  to   succor  the  distressed,  without  reference  to   the 
caste,  the  creed,  the  country,  or  thename  of  the  sufferer  ;— or, 
in  other  words,  that  when  a  victim  of  robbers  lies  weltering  in 
his  blood,  he  only  is  *•  neighbor  to  him,'  who  pours  wine  and 
oil  into   his  wounds,    forgetful    of  all  other  considerations  ; 
while  he  who  passes  by  on  the  other  side  does  but  act  the 
priest  and  the  Levite.     We  repeat  it,  therefore,  that  it  is  the 
strength  and  glory  of  the  anti-slavery  cause,  that  men  of  all 
sects  not  only  ought  to  unite,  but  are  united,  in  one  common 
phalanx,  to  break  every  yoke,  and  let  the  oppressed  go  free. 
Why  should  it  not  be  so  ?     It  is  a  reproach  to  the  name  of 
Christianity,  that  while  its  professors,  however  widely  differ- 
ing in  their  religious  or  political  sentiments,  eagerly  associate 
together   for   the    purpose   of  money-getting, — to  establish 
banks,  build  rail-roads,  dig  canals,  and  erect  manufactories, — 
they  are  slow,  almost  reluctant,  to  give  each  other  the  right 
hand  of  fellowship  in  carrying  on  an  enterprise  of  mercy. 
When  they  themselves  are  thh^ty,  they  ask  not  who  it  is  that 
proffers  them  a  cup  of  cold  water;  when  they  are  oppressed, 
they  care  not  who  it  is  that  breaks  their  fetters ;  when  they  are 
threatened  with  death,  they  demand  not,  in  a  cavilling  spirit, 
who  it  is  that  comes  to  their  rescue.     When  the  mother  coun- 
try attempted  to  bind  the  chains  of  civil  despotism  upon  the 
limbs  of  our  fathers,  how  ineffectual  would  have  been  their 
struggle  for  emancipation,  if  they  had  stood  aloof  from  each 
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other  on  account  of  sectarian  or  political  disagreements,  and 
refused  to  co-operate  together  en  masse  for  a  common  object, 
to  effect  a  common  deliverance  !  Would  the  war  have  been 
finished  in  seven  years  ?  Would  it  not  have  been  ended,  dis- 
astrously, in  less  than  seven  months  ?  If  each  religious  sect, 
if  each  political  party,  had  resolved  to  prosecute  the  war  ptr 
#e,  in  an  invidious  and  antagonistical  form,  would  Elngland  have 
lost  the  brightest  gem  that  was  ever  set  in  her  regal  crown  ? 
Never.  And  what  were  they  styled,  who,  in  those  times  that 
^  tried  men's  souls,'  for  any  pretext  whatever  refused  to  stand 
shoulder  to  shoulder  in  breasting  the  tide  of  British  despotism  ? 
Tories — traitors  to  their  coimtry*— the  enemies  of  liberty. 
Why  were  they  bound  to  forget  their  creeds  and  their  names, 
and  to  throw  themselves,  as  one  man,  into  ^  the  imminent 
deadly  breach,'  for  the  preservation  of  their  liberty  ?  First, 
because  it  was  a  common  good  which  was  to  be  secured ; 
secondly,  because  it  was  common  ground  to  be  occupied  by 
all  who  were  not  willing  to  wear  the  yoke  of  bondage  ;  third- 
ly, because  disunion  would  have  been  inevitable  defeat ;  and 
lastly,  and  for  the  all-conclusive  reason,  that  all  sects  and  par- 
ties in  England,  the  government,  the  people,  were  united  to- 
gether for  the  subjugation  of  the  colonies,  and  nothing  but  a 
similar  union  of  the  people  of  the  colonies  could  have  pro- 
cured their  independence. 

The  moral  conflict,  now  waging  against  American  slavery  is, 
in  many  of  its  aspects,  a  parallel  case.  Its  object,  like  the 
love  of  God,  consults  the  happiness  of  all  men  :  it  is  a  com- 
mon one,  in  which  all  sects  and  all  parties  have  an  equal,  the 
deepest  interest.  The  ground  on  which  it  is  fought  is  a  com- 
mon one,  broad  enough  to  contain  all  who  would  occupy  it. 
Disunion  in  the  ranks  is  defeat — ^no  true  friend  to  the  cause 
will  seek  to  foment  it.  Those  who  refuse  to  enlist,  because 
they  are  not  agreed  upon  other  and  minor  points  with  the  gal- 
lant band  who  are  struggling  against  the  opposing  hosts  of  des- 
potism— what  are  they  ?  Are  they  the  friends  of  emancipa- 
tion ?  No.  What  are  they  ?  Neutrals  ?  Neutrality  in  such 
a  struggle  is  the  abhorrence  of  God,  and  active  rebellion 
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against  bis  goyeinroent  The  Moloch  of  slavery  finds  Ww 
shippers  and  defenders  among  all  classes  of  society  throughout 
the  land  ;  and  it  is  to  be  remarked, — it  is  a  fact  too  alariping 
and  too  important  to  be  forgotten, — tliat,  wherever  they  are — 
at  the  east  or  west,  the  nprth  or  soath — whatever  the  party 
they  espouse,  or  to  whatever  denomination  they  belong,  their, 
sympathies,  feelings,  interests^  opinions,  blend  together  like  the 
drpps  of  the  ocean,  to  sink  tbe  victims  of  oppression  beyond 
the  fathom  line  of  humanity.  Their  language .  is  one  ;  their 
shibboleth  the  same ;  their  grand  hailing  sign  of  distress  the 
same ;  their  grip  and  knock  the  same.  In  their  spirit,  they  are 
alike ;  in  their  purposoi  identical ;  in  their  fellowship,  undi- 
vided. Upon  almost  every  other  subject^  they  differ  wide  as 
the  poles  asunder ;  but  upon  the  duty  of  paying  homage  to 
the  bloody  idol  set  up  in  our  land,  their  agreement  is  perfect. 
Are  the. children  of  this  world  to  be  always  wiser  than  the 
children  of  light  ?  If  Episcopalians,  Methodists,  Baptists, 
Presbyterians,  Unitarians,  &c.  &c.  are  joined  hand  to  hand, 
and  heart  to  heart,  in  earnest  defence  of  slavery  ;  if  they  as- 
sociate together,  plot  together,  co-operate  together,  to  uphold 
that  execrable  system;  shall  not,  may  not,  cannot  members  of 
the  same  religious  persuasions,  who  desire  tbe  utter  extirpation 
of  slavery,  and  will  not  bow  down  to  the  image  of  Baal,  nor 
pass  through  the  fire  tp  Moloch,  be  as  united,  as  forgetful  of 
their  other  variances,  05  ready  to  act  in  company  ?  If  the 
friends  and  the  opponents  of  the  national  administration  are 
found  in  the  same  phalanx,  fighting  in  defence  of  the  worst 
oppressors ;  shall  they  not  also  be  found  leagued  together  for 
the  rescuie  of  the  oppressed  ?  When  the  standard  of  Human- 
ity is  unfurled  to  the  breeze,  in  the  sunshine  of  heaven,  wha 
that  is  created  in  the  image  of  God,  who  that  is  human,  will 
not  rally  under  its  folds  ?  Let  us  suppose  a  case.  In  the 
progress  of  the  revolutionary  stiniggle,  there  were  many  dark, 
period^,  when  the  cause  of  .liberty  seemed  to .  be  at  its  last 
gasp  ;  when  its  champiobs  began  to  fear,  that  the  night  of  des- 
potism must  inevitably  settle  over  the  land,  with  no  hope 
that  there  would  ever  bo  ai>o<her  dawn  of  Freedom's  day, 
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Let  us  suppose,  that,  in  the  darkest  hour,  when  Washington 
and  his  barefooted  followers,  in  the  midst  of  winter,  were  re- 
treating before  their  victorious  enemy,  and  tracking  their  snowy 
path  with  blood,  some  of  them  had  suddenly  thrown  down 
their  arms,  and  declared  that  they  could  no  longer  be  associat- 
ed with  men  whose  religious  or  political  creed  difiered  from 
their  own,  or  who  refused  to  subscribe  to  any  creed.  Suppose 
they  had  attempted  to  seduce  others  from  the  cause,  by  in- 
flaming their  suspicions  and  alienating  their  affections,  by  art- 
ful appeals  and  slanderous  representations.  Suppose  they 
had  tried  to  cut  off  the  supplies  which  were  sent  to  enable  the 
tried  and  faithful  few  to  carry  on  the  war,  until  victory  perch- 
ed upon  their  standard,  or  the  last  drop  of  blood  had  oozed 
from  their  veins.  And  suppose  that  these  factious  individuals 
had  boasted  of  their  patriotism,  and  professed  that  they  were 
actuated  by  love  of  country,  and  gave  as  one  reason  for  their 
mutinous  conduct,  that,  in  withdrawing  themselves  from  the 
army,  they  believed  they  should  be  able  to  do  more  execution, 
inasmuch  as  a  large  portion  of  the  enemy  coincided  with  them 
in  religious  profession,  and  would  certainly  be  more  willing  to 
be  shot  down  or  taken  captive  by  them,  than  by  those  who 
held  to  a  different  creed.  What  would  have  been  thought, 
what  said  of  conduct  like  this  ?  Would  not  the  whole  world, 
civilized  and  savage,  have  cried  out,  ^  Shame  !  shame  ! '  But 
suppose,  in  addition  to  all  this,  that  they  had  eulogized  the 
conduct  of  those  tones,  who  had  refused  to  join  the  little  pat- 
riotic army,  as  '  men  who  had  a  quick  sense  of  propriety, 
and  were  not  willing  to  be  identified  with  their  movements;' 
whose  hearts  bled  for  the  oppressed  colonists,  but  who  were 
beaten  off  from  active  exertion  in  their  behalf,  in  consequence 
of  the  character  and  measures  of  those  who  were  carrying  on 
the  war.  Suppose  they  had  declared  that  their  feelings  had 
often  been  exceedingly  pained  by  the  abuse  which  was  heap- 
ed upon  tory  ministers  and  other  excellent  tory  Christians, 
who  did  not  feel  prepared  to  enter  fufly  into  the  eflforts  of  the 
revolutionists.  Suppose,  further,  they  had  carried  on  a  secret 
correspondence  with  the  disaffected  in  various  parts  of  the 
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land,  as  well  as  made  their  appeah  to  them  in  public,  urging 
them  to  come  forward  in  a  body,  take  the  cause  into  their  own 
hands,  and  carry  it  on  in  a  manner  to  suit  themselves.  Sup- 
pose, finally,  that,  in  view  of  this  mutiny,  shouts  should  be 
heard  in  all  the  enemy's  camps,  rending  the  very  heavens  with 
their  exultation.  In  what  light  would  the  conduct  of  those 
disorganizers  have  appeared  to  the  friends  of  American  liber- 
ty throughout  the  world  ?  As  dictated  by  a  superior  regard, 
a  more  holy  concern  for  the  success  of  the  Right  ?  Impossi- 
ble. Nay,  they  would  have  been  viewed,  despite  all  their 
flaming  professions  of  attachment  to  the  cause,  as  recreant 
to  it. 

This  supposition  will  serve  to  illustrate  a  similar  defection 
which  has  taken  place  in  the  anti-slavery  ranks,  during  the 
past  year,  in  this  Commonwealth  and  some  other  parts  of  New 
England,-^a  defection,  which,  happily,  has  extended  to  a  very 
few  persons,  and,  instead  of  dividing,  has  only  served  to  bind 
more  closely  together  the  hearts  of  the  friends  of  emancipa- 
tion,— to  make  them  more  vigilant,  more  self-sacrificing,  more 
uncompromising,  in  prosecuting  their  great  enterprise,than  ever. 
About  six  months  ago,  in  the  winter  and  midnight  of  our 
cause,  when  it  was  evident  that  if  all  the  thoughts  and  ener- 
gies of  its  advocates  were  not  concentrated  upon  the  single 
point  of  preventing  the  annexation  of  Texas  to  this  country, 
by  sounding  a  tocsin  of  alarm  that  should  rouse  almost  the 
dead  from  their  slumbers,  there  was  little  hope  of  the  triumph 
of  the  cause  or  the  salvation  of  the  republic — at  such  a  crisis 
it  was,  certain  individuals,  holding  stations  of  influence  as 
ministers  of  the  gospel,^nd  claiming  to  be  not  only  kdown  in 
public  and  in  private  as  friends  of  the  anti-slavery  cause,  but 
as  abolitionists  in  the  strictest  sense,  (one  of  them,  moreover, 
one  of  the  managers  of  this  Society,)  came  out,  without  any 
previous  private  remonstrance,  in  a  public  document,  prefer- 
ring serious  and  grave  chaises  against  the  manner  in  which 
the  cause  had  been  conducted.  Their  accusations  assumed 
difierent  forms,  some  tangible,  others  indefinite — some  being 
preferred  against  the  liberator  and  its  editor,  others  against 
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been  preferred  again  and  again  by  our  opponents — some  ar- 
raigning the  orthodoxy  of  private  individuals,  and  others  af- 
fecting the  whole  aspect  of  our  enterprise.  They  have  Snally 
settled*  down  to  a  single  point — that  the  Massachusetts  Anti- 
Slavery  Society  is  so  heretical,  and  made  up  of  such  anti- 
chrislian  materials,  that  it  is  the  duty  of  all  truly  *  evangel- 
ical '  men  to  come  out  from  among  them,  be  separate,  and 
form  an  exclusive  society,  admitting  none  as  members  but 
those  who  subscribe  to  a  particular  confe^ion  of  faith — at  the 
same  time,  expressing  their  intention  to  make  the  new  society 
auxiliary  to  the  American,  which  is  conducted  in  the  same 
manner,  and  made  up  of  the  same  discordant  materials  as  the 
Massachusetts  Society. 

Of  this  movement,  the  Board  said  at  the  time — *  So  far  as 
they  (the  Appeal,  &c.)  are  personal  in  their  character,  the 
Board  have  nothing  to  say  of  them.  So  for,  however,  as  they 
may  be  regarded  as  implicating  the  Board  and  the  Society 
generally,  the  Board  feel  called  on  to  say,  that  they  regaxd 
them  as  unjust  in  their  allegations,  and  as  inconsiderate,  if  not 
ungenerous  and  unchristian,  in  the  manner  of  preferring  them ; 
*  *  and  as  peculiarly  unseasonable  and  unkind  at  a  time,  when 
the  union  of  all  hearts  and  all  bands  is  needed  for  the  promo- 
tion of  our  common  cause,  and  when  nothing,  if  it  can  possi- 
bly be  prevented,  should  be  allowed  to  come  up  to  withdraw 
the  attention,  or  divide  the  energies  of  the  oppressed.' 

The  *  course  of  the  Board,'  on  this  occasion,  was  *  fully 
and  cordially  approved'  by  the  Society,  at  its  Quarterly 
Meeting,  in  Worcester,  on  the  29th  of  September  following, 
which  was  very  fully  attended  by  delegates  from  various  parts 
©f  the  Commonwealth. 

It  might  well  be  supposed,  that  this  attempt  to  divide  the 
anti-slavery  ranks  upon  sectarian  grounds,  and  especially  to 
suppress  this  Society,  (the  parent  of  the  fifteen  hundred  asso- 
ciations now  in  existence,)  which  has  every  where  been  re- 
garded, both  in  this  country  and  in  England,  as  the  sheet- 
anchor  of  the  abolition  ship,  couW  not  iail  to  create  a  lively  ex- 
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citement  among^tbe  friends  and  toes  of  the  cause,  in  aU  parts 
of  the  land.  At  regular  and  special  meetings  of  many  anti* 
slavery  societies  in  Maine,  New-Hampshire,  Vermont,  Massa- 
chusetts, Rhode  Island,  Connecticut,  New  York,  and  Penn- 
sylvania, the  conduct  of  the  signers  of  the  ^  Clerical  Appeal ' 
was  condemned  as  unkind,  illiberal  and  unjustifiable ;  while 
not  a  single  society  was  found  to  give  them  any  countenance. 
The  anti-slavery  presses,  throughout  the  land,  were  not  less 
decided  in  deprecating  any  new  organization  upon  party  or 
sectarian  grounds.  Thus  a  verdict  was  pronounced  against 
the  authors  of  this  plot,  from  which  there  could  be*  no  '  ap- 
peal,' except  to  the  enemies  of  our  sacred  enterprise.  But 
to  make  such  an  appeal  would  only  be  to  confess,  that  they 
had  betrayed  the  cause,  and  changed  sides  m  the  controversy. 
Never  was  a  verdict  pronounced  with  greater  unanimity,  x>r  in 
more  decisive  terms.  If,  after  such  an  expression  of  senti- 
ment on  the  port  of  the  devoted  friends  of  immediate  eman- 
cipation, the  signers  of  the  ^Clerical  Appeal 'had  needed 
any  stronger  evidence  that  they  were  in  the  wrong,  they  should 
have  been  convinced  of  this  fact  by  the  shouts  which  were 
raised  over  their  defection  by  the  most  implacable  opponents 
of  anti-slavery  principles  and  measures** 


*  Tlie  following  Appeal  is  so  excellent  and  so  well-limed,  thai  we  insert  it  entire, 
although  of  considerable  length.  It  niani feats  so  good  a  spirit*  so  much  iu  accord- 
ance with  Christian  propriety,  tliat  we  feel  confident  it  will  find  a  respoase  from  many 
bearu  not  now  enlisted  ia  the  nboliiioa  enterprise.— iV.  H,  Obterver. 

We  have  been  exceedingly  refreshed  by  the  following  docnaent,  which  appeared  in 
the  last  New  England  Spectotor.  lu  noble,  independent  tone— its  courtesy  towards 
opponenU,  its  regard  for  their  rights,  conceding  all  il  demands — its  recognition  of 
correct  principles  of  action  and  intarcoorse,  in  kinguage  pbia  and  easy  to  be  onder- 
itood; — all  this  is  so  different  from  any  thing  which  we  have  seen  from  *  tliat  side  of 
the  house,'  that  we  give  the  whole  with  the  siocerest  pleasure.  We  have  marvelled* 
for  a  long  time,  how  Anti-Slavery  ministers,  at  least  such  as  we  know  some  of  them 
to  be,  could  keep  silence,  while  a  tyranny  was  creeping  in,  more  to  be  dreaded  than 
any  other  now  in  exbtence  among  us. — Chrittian  Mirror, 

A  Gratifying  Document, — Here  is  an  approach  to  what  we  have  so  often  argued 
to  be  the  duty  of  Christian  members  of  Anti-Slavery  Societies.  We  admire  the 
honest  and  christian  spirit  of  this  document.  Mr.  Fitch  is  pastor  of  the  Free  Church, 
wbieb  proiesaoa  to  be  founded  on  <  Anti-Slavery  principkf »'  and  has  frequently  spok-  « 
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It  is  but  just  to  add,  that,  with  a  few  excetHiotis,  the  move* 
tnent  seems  to  have  found  as  little  favor  among  those  of  the 
same  religious  faith  with  the  persons  concerned,  as  among  oth- 
ers. Indeed,  in  its  present  exclusive  and  sectarian  aspect,  it  is 
believed  there  is  but  one  feeling  throughout  the  State,  among 
abolitionists  of  every  name  and  sect ;  and  that  all  alike  will  ooC 
only  regret,  but  repudiate,  every  attempt  at  organization  on 
sectarian  grounds,  or  on  any  other  which  shall  be  designed  or 
fitted  to  divide  their  energies,  and  turn  their  efibrts  against  each 
other,  instead  of  the  common  enemy. 

The  success  which  has  attended  anti-slavery  ed^rts,  during 
the  past  year,-— notwithstanding  the  treachery  of  professed 
friends,  and  the  bitter  opposition  of  avowed  enemies, — ^has 
been  truly  wonderful.  ^  Thy  right  hand,  O  Lord,  is  become 
glorious  in  power :  thy  right  hand,  O  Lord,  hath  dashed  in 
pieces  the  enemy.  Who  is  like  unto  thee,  O  Lord,  among  the 
gods  ?  who  is  like  thee,  glorious  in  holiness,  fearful  in  praises, 
doing  wonders  ? '  The  all-animating  voice  of  God  is  still  say- 
ing,— SSpeak  unto  the  friends  of  holy  and  impartial  liberty, 
that  they  GO  FORWARD !'  There  is  no  discharge  in  this 
warfare,  so  long  as  one  human  being  pines  in  bondage  upon  our 
soil.  Let  us  arm  ourselves  with  the  same  mind  that  was  in 
Christ  Jesus.  Whilst  we  should  watchfully  see  to  it,  that  noth- 
ing of  human  passion,  or  personal  hatred,  or  sectarian  bittemessi 
or  party  policy,  enters  into  our  feelings  in  assailing  the  execra- 
ble system  of  American  slavery,  and  in  rebuking  the  transcend- 
ant  wickedness  of  American  slaveholders,  we  should  be  equally 


en  at  Anti-Slavery  meetings.  Mr.  Towne  is  pastor  of  the  Salem-street  Clrarch,  and 
was  one  of  the  *  seventy  agents,*  commissioned  last  year  by  the  American  Aoti-Slare- 
ry  Society.  Mr.  Sanford  and  the  other  signers  have  long  been  knowa  as  activ« 
members  of  the  Anti-Slavery  Society.  We  publish  their  appeal  with  great  pleaaare. 
'—Vermont  Chronicle, 

Taking  Rigkt  Grotind.— Several  Clerical  abolitionists  in  Boston  and  vicinity, 
have  been  obliged  to  express  their  public  disapprobation  of  some  of  the  Garrisonism 
of  that  region.  We  give  a  few  extracts  from  their  public  appeal  as  poblisbed  in  the 
New  England  Spectator.  Let  abolitiooieu  generally  come  out,  and  put  down  the 
spirit  and  practice  of  denunciation  and  abuse,  and  show  a  better  example  by  speak- 
ing the  truth  ialove,  and  converts  to  their  cause  will  be  multiplied.-— iteM^r»Mi«  imieL 
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OB  our  guard  aotto  give  heed  to  tbe  suggestions  of  a  false  char- 
ity, or  to  dilute  the  pure  word  of  liberty.  Let  our  single  pur- 
pose be, — regardless  whom  it  may  please  or  offend  among  men, 
— to  speak  the  truth  of  God  in  its  simplicity  and  power — pot  to 
conceal  danger,,  or  gild  over  crime,  or  screen  the  wrong-doer. 
It  is  not  light  that  is  needed  on  this  subject,  so  much  as  a  heart 
of  flesh.  While  the  chains  of  millions  of  our  enslaved  coun- 
trymen are  clanking  in  our  ears,  and  their  cries  are  piercbg  the 
heavens,  and  we  know  that  their  bodies  and  spirits  (which  are 
God's)  are  daily  sold  under  the  hammer  of  the  auctioneer  as 
household  goods  or  working  cattle,  we  need  no  nice  adjustment 
of  abstractions,  no  metaphysical  reasonings,  to  convince  us  that 
such  scenes  are  dreadful,  and  such  practices  impious.  All  the 
nobility  of  our  manhood,  all  that  is  nature  within  us,  all  the  in- 
stincts and  faculties  of  our  souls,  settle  the  question  instantly. 
With  the  indignation  that  fired  the  bosom  of  a  Brougham,  each 
of  us  exclaims — '  Tell  me  not  of  rights  !  talk  not  of  the  prop-, 
erty  of  the  planter  in  his  slaves !  I  deny  the  right,  I  acknowl- 
edge not  the  property  !  The  principles,  the  feelings  of  our 
nature  rise  in  rebellion  against  it.  Be  the  appeal  made  to  the 
understanding  or  the  heart,  the  sentence  is  the  same  that  rejects 
it.'  Let  abolitionists  remember  this  important  truth,  that  it  is 
because  the  skin  of  their  poor,  despised,  fettered,  bleeding 
clients  is  black,  that  they  themselves  are  incendiaries  and  dis- 
turbers of  the  public  peace — that  their  temper  is  bad,  their 
spirit  uncharitable,  their  language  abusive,  their  principles  un- 
sound, their  measures  dangerous,  their  logic  worthless.  Oh,  the 
odious  inconsistency  of  the  American  people !  When  the  iron 
heel  of  Turkish  despotism  was  planted  upon  the  necks  of  the 
Greeks ;  when  the  Autocrat  of  Russia  was  sending  his  barba- 
rian hordes  to  conquer  the  unconquerable  Poles  ;  when  the  in- 
censed populace  of  Paris  contended  for  the  space  of  three  days 
with  the  National  Guards,  and  drove  Charles  the  Tenth  from 
his  throne ;  when  the  news  of  the  passage  of  the  Stamp  Act, 
and  the  tax  on  tea,  by  the  mother  country,  was  received  by  our 
fathers,  and  insurrections  for  liberty  broke  out  in  all  parts  of  the 
colonies  ;  when  at  a  subsequent  period,  the  tidings  came  that 


Digitized  by 


Google 


38 

American  citizens  had  been  captured  by  tbe  Algerines,  aim 
were  pining  in  bondage  ;  when,  at  a  still  later  period,  tbe  rights 
of  American  seamen  ceased  to  be  respected  by  Great  Britain^ 
and  some  six  or  seven  thousand  were  said  to  have  been  impress- 
ed ;  on  each  and  on  all  of  those  memorable  occasions,  no  de- 
nunciation against  the  oppressors  was  regarded  as  too  strong,  no 
impeachment  of  motives  too  sweeping,  no  agitation  too  great, 
no  zeal  too  burning,  no  sacrifice  too  dear,  no  peril  too  imminent 
to  be  encountered.  O,  no  !  Then  weakness  became  strength; 
prudence,  noble  daring ;  moderation,  impetuosity ;  caution,  a 
generous  disdain  of  consequences ;  charity,  righteous  indigna- 
tion !  Then  the  cold  blood  of  philosophy,  congealed  by  icy 
frigidness,  was  changed  into  the  warm  fluid  of  patriotic  life  ; 
then  the  abstractions  of  metaphysics  became  practical  realities, 
affecting  life,  liberty,  and  tbe  pursuit  of  happiness ;  then  halt- 
ing expediency  was  transformed  into  <  high,  immutable,  eternal 
principle.  Then  the  man,  who,  at  such  a  crisis,  had  dared  to 
mock  the  agony  of  men's  minds,  and  to  insult  their  understandings, 
by  giving  them  grave  and  severe  homilies  upon  the  duty  of  being 
very  cautious,  and  prudent,  and  charitable,  and  upon  the  pro- 
priety of  exercising  moderation  and  being  dumb— such  a  man 
would  have  been  deemed  and  treated  as  recreant  to  God  and 
liberty.  Then  the  land  trembled  as  Freedom  went  forth  to 
battle : — 

*  And  there  was  rushing  in  hot  haste — the  steed* 

The  mastering  squadron,  and  the  clattering  car. 

Went  pouring  A>rward  with  impetoow  speed. 

And  swiftly  forming  in  tbe  ranks  of  war  ; 

And  the  deep  thunder,  peal  on  peal  afar ; 

And  near,  the  beat  of  the  alarming  drum. 

Roused  up  the  eoldier  era  the  morning  star ; 

While  thronged  the  citizens  with  terror  dumb^ 

Or  whispering  with  white  lips — "  The  foe  !  they  come  !  they  come  !  "  * 

Then  words,  however  huge, — expostulations,  however  earnest, 
— petitions,  however  importunate, — assertions  of  rights,  however 
bold  and  uncompromising  in  language, — were  deemed  wholly 
inadequate  to  such  a  crisis.  Paving-stones  in  the  streets  were 
taken  up  and  huded  at  the  heads  of  the  myrmidons  of  tyranny 
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-^humao'  blood  wts  poored  out  like  water-^and  the  dead  bodies 
of  the  friends  and  foes  of  liberty  were  piled  up  in  hecatombs 
round  about.  Then  the  press  spoke  out  in  thunder-tones-^the 
public  halls  and  churches  rang  with  the  shouts  of  victory,  or  re- 
sounded with  heart-stirring  appeals  to  arms ;  and  even  *  minis- 
ters of  the  gospel'  felt  that  in  a  strife  for  the  rights  of  man,  car^ 
nal  weapons  were  not  less  efficacious  than  spiritual  weapons,  and 
hence  it  is  recorded  that  some  of  them  carried  loaded  muskets 
into  the  pulpit  on  the  Sabbath  day.  Now,  we  do  not  say  that 
all  this  conduct  was  justifiable — God  forbid  1  We  have  not  so 
learned  duty.  But,  in  the  names  of  justice  and  mercy,  we 
protest  against  being  condemned  for  our  zeal  or  language,  our 
principles  or  measures,  by  the  men  who  eulogize  such  deeds 
and  such  excitements  as  we  have  just  recited.  The  only  les- 
son they  can  teach  us  is,  that  our  zeal  is  tame,  our  sensibility 
obtuse,  our  language  weak,  our  self-sacrifice  nothing,  compared^ 
to  the  wrongs  to  be  redressed,  the  evils  to  be- overcome. 

On  the  7th  of  November,  1837,  the  abolition  cause,  which 
had  passed  through  many  an  ordeal  of  violence,  received  a 
BAPTISM  or  BLOOD.  All  who  had  hitherto  countenanced  it, — 
whether  as  beneficent  in  itself,  or  on  the  ground  of  free  discus- 
sion, as  worthy  of  a  candid  investigation, — had  been  called  to 
suffer  in  reputation,  in  business,  in  expectancy,  or  in  loss  of 
friendship.  Some  had  been  seized  and  punished  as  felons  by 
felons.  Others  had  been  obliged,  for  the  preservation  of  then: 
lives,  to  escape  in  all  haste,  and  with  extreme  secresy,  from  the 
slaveholding  States.  For  the  apprehension  of  others,  large  re- 
wards had  been  offered  in  the  South  by  various  self-constituted 
lynch  committees,  and  in  one  instance  by  a  sovereign  State. 
Others  were  thrust  into  prison  by  the  civil  authorities,  not  as 
criminals,  but  to  preserve  order  (!)  and  save  them  from  being 
torn  in  pieces  by  an  inftiriated  mob.  Presses  and  types  had 
been  destroyed — ^the  public  mail  robbed  by  the  consent  of  a 
city — dwellmg-houses  and  churches  sacked^— furniture  burnt  in 
the  streets — anti-slavery  advocates  pelted  with  rotten  eggs  and 
brickbats — anti-slavery  assemblies  again  and  again  assailed  and 
dispersed  by  the  joint  co-operation  of  <  gentlemen  of  property 
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aad  ftandmg,'  tnd  a  profime  nd  dninkM  nbbte*  Perils  had 
tbickeoed  on  every  side— deliverances  bad  been  signaL  As 
yety  bowever,  tbe  cause  bad  not  found  a  martyr — it  bad  not 
been  baptised  witb  innocent  blood — not  a  Uie^of  tbe  multitudes 
threatened  and  endangered,  bad  been  lost !  But  those  whose 
vision  was  clearest;  whose  spirit  bad  become  prophetic  ;  who, 
knowbg  what  slavery  bad  done,  and  was  doing,  not  in  a  solita- 
ry assault  upon  a  man  or  a  class  of  men,  but  unceasingly  upon 
inalienable  human  rights,  eternal  principles,  and  the  infinite  pre- 
rogatives of  Jehovah,  knew  that  its  daily  food  was  human  fleshy 
its  daily  driuk  human  blood,  and  its  daily  worship  appalling 
blasphemy ;  such  folt  sure  from  the  beginning,  and  prophesied 
accordingly,  that,  by  no  suavity  of  demeanor,  or  melody  of  ut- 
terance, or  adaptation  of  means  to  accomplish  tbe  end,  could 
the  foul  and  tiger-spirited  system  be  overthrown,  and  no  excite- 
ment, no  sufiering,  no  sacrifice  of  life,  be  the  consequence. 
The  pioneers  in  thb  perilous  yet  glorious  campaign  anticipated 
mountainous  difficulties  to  be  scaled,  Gibraltar-fortresses  to  be 
stormed,  heroic  achievements  to  be  effected,  blood-cemented 
testimonies  to  be  given,  as  well  as  certain  victory  to  be  won. 
Jt  was  their  solemn  conviction,  that  the  cause  would  require 
martyr-spirits  to  carry  it  through,  and  martyr-victims  to  perish 
in  its  defence ;  and  they  gave  themselves  up  as  doomed  men, 
because  tbey  supposed  that  they  would  be  naturally  regarded 
by  ^  chivalrous '  assassins  as  most  deserving  of  immolation. 
Their  chance,  in  truth,  of  surviving  to  tbe  present  time, — see- 
ing that  some  one,  at  least,  must  fall  a  victim, — was  a  narrow 
one.  It  did  not  enter  their  minds,  nor  was  it  to  be  supposed, 
that  the  first  one  to  pensh  by  the  murderous  hand  of  violence 
would  be  among  tbe  last  who  should  espouse  the  cause  before 
its  final  triumph  over  brutal  opposition.  Yet  so  it  has  turned 
out !  In  the  providence  of  God,  the  last  has  become  first. 
Conversion  and  martyrdom  folbwed  each  other  quickly — the 
former,  marked  by  rare  peculiarities*— tbe  latter,  accomplbhing 
in  an  hour  what  years  of  individual  exertion  could  not  have  ef- 
fected for  liberty. 
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We  attude,  of  course,  to  that  direfu!  event  which  has  startled 
the  nation  from  its  profoundest  slumber  of  guilt,  to  wit,  the  as- 
sassination of  the  Rev.  Elijah  P.  Lovejoy,  at  Alton,  Illinois, 
by  a  mob  made  up  of  the  best  and  worst  materials — the  best, 
designating  the  victim — the  worst,  executing  their  wish,  shoot- 
ing him  through  the  heart ;  both  parties  thereby  presuming  that 
they  had  put  an  end  to  all  excitement,  and  secured  themselves 
against  further  molestation  on  the  part  of  any  of  God's  messen* 
gers.  To  demonstrate  their  innocence,  they  committed  mur- 
der, and  then  held  up  their  bloody  hands  as  stainless  witnesses 
of  the  fact !  Not  relishing  the  noble  thoughts  on  freedom,  to 
which  the  mind  of  Lovejoy  gave  birth,  they  began  by  destroy- 
ing his  press  and  types,  once  in  St.  Louis,  and  thrice  in  Alton 
— as  if  the  annihilation  of  a  cast-iron  machine,  and  of  little 
pieces  of  lead  and  antimony  combined,  were  the  extinction  of 
intangible  truth  and  never-dying  justice !  Those  types  were 
motionless,  without  a  soul  to  give  them  vitality ;  and  that  press 
could  do  nothing,  unless  put  into  action  by  an  immortal  impulse. 
What  fatuity,  therefore,  to  wreak  vengeance  uport  senseless  ob- 
jects, in  order  to  punish  free  thoughts  !  For  if  a  thousand 
printing-presses  were  destroyed,  what  would  follow  but  the 
muliiplication  of  a  thousand  more  ?  It  is  an  easy  matter  to  tar 
and  feather  a  human  body,  to  ride  it  upon  a  rail,  to  suspend  it 
upon  a  gibbet,  to  bum  it  at  the  stake  ;  biit  it  is  impossible  to 
hit  truth  with  a  rotten  egg,  or  confute  error  with  a  cudgel :  the 
immaterial  is  always  beyond  the  power  of  the  material — the 
spiritual  is  triumphant  over  the  corporeal.  But  men,  resolved 
upon  deeds  of  wickedness,  cannot  reason :  they  can  clamor, 
they  can  threaten,  they  can  mob,  they  can  kill — but  they  know 
nothing  of  the  philosophy  of  mind,  and  can  do  nothing  but 
wrangle  and  fight.  A  troop  of  arguments  in  opposition  to  their 
sinful  practices  is  treated  by  them  like  a  troop  of  wolves,  and 
forthwith  they  set  up  a  shout  to  scare  them  away,  or  call  for 
their  rifles  to  shoot  them  ! 

After  the  pains  which  have  been  taken  to  spread  the  facts  of 
the  Alton  massacre  before  the  people,  and  familiar  as  these 
facts  have  now  become  to  all  who  throng  the  city^  or  who 
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dwell  upon  the  rooimtaia  or  in  the  valley,  ftom  one  extreantj 
of  the  couDlry  to  the  other,  it  is  not  deemed  necessary,  at  this 
late  period,  to  go  into  the  particulars  of  this  tale  of  blood.  As 
800D  as  the  dreadful  deed  was  known,  a  sensation  pervaded  the 
land,  such  as  no  other  occurrence  had  ever  excited.  The  cur- 
rent of  public  sympathy  at  once  was  turned  into  new  channels, 
and  began  to  fructify  the  soil  of  freedom.  The  tone  of  the 
pu'blic  press  also  became  immediately  changed.  Pulpits,  which 
bad  never  found  a  voice  to  denounce  the  enslavement  of  mil- 
lions of  colored  men,  were  now  wrought  up  to  speak  out  boldlj 
tgaiiist  this  bloody  atrocity.  A  few  editors  and  clergymen,  in- 
deed, were  found  hardy  enough  to  throw  all  the  blame  upon  the 
intrepid  Lovejot — rare  monsters  of  the  age,  not  to  be  forgotten 
in  history,  by  posterity,  or  at  the  judgment-seat !  Some  of  the 
newspapers  in  the  slaveholding  States  uttered  manly  sentiments 
on  the  occasion.  ^ The  Anti-Abolitionist,'  said  the  Louisville 
(Ky.)  Journal,  ^  no  less  than  the  lover  of  his  country,  and  the 
detester  of  insubordination  and  crime,  has  cause  deeply  to  re^ 
gret  this  most  atrocious  tragedy.  Let  those  who  oppose  the 
abolitionists  take  warning  from  this  event,  and  let  them  ever  re- 
member, that  the  only  weapons  with  which  these  zealots  can 
be  successfully  encountered  are  truth,  reason,  moderation,  and 
tolerance.'  The  Herald,  of  the  same  city,  inquired — *  Are  the 
murderers,  for  such  ive  pronounce  them,  to  go  unpunished  ? 
We  trust  not.  If  there  is  law  in  the  land,  we  hope  they  will 
be  made  answerable  to  it :  if  not,  why  then  commend  us  to  the 
despotism  of  the  Grand  Turk  or  the  Czar,  for  they  protect  tbeir 
people.'  And  then  it  ventures  upon  the  prophetical : — ^  Spill- 
ing the  blood  of  the  unfortunate  Lovejoy  is  worse  than  sowing 
Dragon's  teeth,  in  the  olden  fable  !  Every  drop  will,  as  it  were, 
spring  up  into  a  new  Abolition  Society,  that  will.  Hydra-like, 
lift  its  head  in  the  land,  and  we  fear  no  Hercules  will  be  found 
who  can  vanquish  it.'  Verily,  this  editorial  forecast,  not  as  to 
the  character  of  anti-slavery  associations,  but  as  to  the  natural 
product  of  blood-letting  by  a  band  of  assassins,  approximates 
closely  to  the  truth.  *The  blood  of  martyrs  is  the  seed  of  the 
church/  is  a  time-honored,  time-demonstrated  adage  of 'out* 
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lawed,  heretical,  triumpfaeot  Cbrietimity.  And  the  poet,  tbodgb 
looking  upon  tbe  baffled  efforts  of  the  fnends  of  liberty — baffled 
pro  tempore,  only  to  be  successful  anon — gives  the  confident 
and  exulting  assurance  that 

*  There  is  a  victory  io  dying  well 

For  freedom,  aod  none  ever  died  in  vain.' 

So  it  should  be,  so  it  is  destined  to  be,  until  the  Redeemer  of 
men,  and  Conqueror  of  kingdoms,  shall  obtain  dominion  over 
tbe  whole  earth,  and  there  shall  be  none  to  molest  or  make 
afraid  *  from  the  rising  of  tbe  sun  even  to  its  going  down.' 

Upon  receiving  the  melancholy  tidings  from  Alton,  a  meeting 
of  the  Board  of  Managers  of  this  Society  was  convened  in 
Boston,  at  which  a  series  of  resolutions  was  unanimously  adopt- 
ed, among  which  were  the  following : 

That  the  guilt  of  thia  bloody  tragedy  it  not  local,  nor  confined  eschwively  to  tbe 
immediate  actors  therein,  bat  that  it  covere  the  land,  inasmach  na  tbe  tragedy  itself  ia 
one  of  the  natural  and  inevitable  consequences  of  tolerating  tbe  execrable  system  ef 
slavery  in  our  midst;  and  that  in  the  *  deep  damnatioa  *  of  the  murder  of  this  Chris- 
tian martyr,  tbe  American  church,  tbe  American  press,  American  statesmen  aod 
divines,  tbe  great  masa  of  the  American  people, — all  who,  tor  the  last  five  years* 
have  instigated  riots  or  connived  at  tlie  prostration  of  lawful  government,  or  justified 
the  enslavement  of  our  colored  countrymen, — do  participate  to  a  greater  or  less  extent* 

That  to  aacribe  Lov^oy's  rare  integrity,  persevering  determination,  and  intrepid 
devotion,  in  aiming  to  re-establish  the  *  Alton  Obeenwr,'  to  a  rash,  stubborn  and  eai- 
cidal  spirit,  or  to  a  desire  needlessly  to  excite  a  popular  commotion,  m  equally  absurd, 
malicious  and  barbarous;  seeing  that  he  was  contending,  cenfeseedly  and  truly,  in  a 
oonstitntional  and  lawfiil  manner,  for  alt  that  is  precious  in  freedom  and  viul  in  Chris- 
tiaaity,  and  that  be  had  no  other  interest  in  such  a  fearful  conflict  than  that  of  a  free 
moral  agent;  nor  could  be  have  consented  tot  be  fettered  and  gagged,  under  such  cir- 
cumstances, without  sacrificing  that  which  is  of  paramount  importance  to  tbe  mere 
preservation  of  life— namely,  bis  allegiance  to  God  and  duty. 

That  in  resorting  to  arms,  in  tbe  lust  extremity,  to  pot  down  tbe  implacable,  m^ 
tous  aud  desperate  enemies  of  public  order,  liberty  and  hamanity,  and  te  defend  bis 
property  and  life  rather  than  succumb  to  tbeir  *  reign  of  terror,*^being  erueUy  de- 
serted, as  be  was,  by  tbe  civH  and  military  authorities  of  the  plaoe,-^be  was  ampfy 
justified  by  tbe  principles  set  ferib  in  tbe  Declaration  of  Independence,  by  tlie  exam- 
ple ef  our  revolutionary  fathers,  and  by  tbe  appbuse  which  mankind  have  always  be- 
■towedupon  those  who  have  perished  under  similar  circumstances;  consequently, that 
for  those  who  subscribe  to  that  Deolaration,  and  eubgiae  those  patriotic  sacrifices,  to 
aflPect  to  be  shocked  at  tlie  brave  and  spirited  defence  nude  by  Mr.  Luvefwy,  and  oa 
that  account  to  consider  his  death  as  not  deserving  of  peculiar  sympathy  or  respeet, 
ii  nothing  better  than  base  hypocrisy,  cold-bk>oded  insensibility,  or  atrocious  m»p 
lignity. 

That  while  it  is  not  tbe  province  of  this  Board  te  determine  fer  the  firieodt  of  uni- 
ftnal  emanoipatioii,  how  fitf  or  under  what  oircamitaiioes  it  ia  right  to  om  arma  !■ 
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•sMiftMt)  Midii4ribUfaoertua1bMBobodyoramlMi?t«f«rlMd«bett0rrigbl 
to  (lo  to  than  did  Mr.  Lovfjoy  and  hia  associates*  in  view  of  the  dreadlul  proTooalioM 

ami  |)eril8  with  which  tliey  were  assailed;  yet,  as  abolkionists,  we  are  coosCrained  to 
believe,  ihnt  if  the  d«»ctrine  of  non-resistance  had  iieen  practicaHy  carried  out  by  oar 
bretliren  in  Alton,  as  it  has  been  by  the  friends  of  the  colored  race  io  BostMi,  New* 
York,  and  many  oilier  places,  a  similar  deliverance  and  victory  would,  in  the  provi- 
dence of  God,  have  been  the  result;  or,  if  not,  that  the  spilling  of  the  blood  of  de- 
fenceless n>en  woukl  have  produced  a  more  thilling  and  abiding  effiBCt. 

That  opon  the  cttisens  of  Akon,  in  a  special  senee,  ia  resting  an  awlbl  mmooot  of 
pttky  with  regard  to  the  untintsly  «acri6oe  of  an  amiable,  philaflthropie  and  pie« 
man;  that,  by  their  wicked  conduct  prior  to  the  horrid  catastrophe,  particularly  at 
the  public  meeting  held  by  them  on  the  2d  instant,  they  are  aaswerable  (or  the  blood 
of  murdered  innooeooe. 

That  the  dial>olical  attempt  to  6re  the  warehouee  of  M eein.  Godfirey,  GUmaa  and 
Co.  with  the  design  of  consuming  those  heroic  men  who  were  assembled  in  it,  or  of 
shooting  them  do%vn  as  they  should  rush  from  tlie  flames,  is  the  climax  of  savage 
atrocity— affording  new  evidence  thnt  tne  MoLootf  &w  Slatbrv  deownds  the  ia»> 
molatiiA  of  life,  liberty  and  property  upon  iu  blood-etained  alters,  aad  tkeaotireeab- 
jngatiun  of  the  free  States  to  its  impious  control. 

'l*ltat  if  it  had  been  a  partisan  of  the  U^  S.  Bank,  or  of  the  administration,  or  of 
*  Whig  reform,'  who  liad  thus  fallen  at  his  post  a  victim  to  his  principles,  his  doatk 
woahJ  hare  created  a  strong  excitement  throfughout  the  land,  and  been  relebrated  with 
annsual  *  pomp  and  circumstance  * — pnblic  meetings  would  have  been  railed  in  every 
town  and  village,  enlngies  pronounced,  pledges  of  eternal  fidelity  made,  the  polpit 
and  the  press  invoked,  and  every  efbrt  pnt  forth  to  arrest  the  perpetrators  of  the 
srarderoos  de^;-— therefore,  it  is  not  too  much  to  demand  equal  sympathy  and  regard 
Ibr  him  who  has  lost  his  lifs,  not  to  secure  the  triomph  of  this  or  that  political  party, 
or  the  establishment  or  overthrow  of  the  Banking  system,  but  in  pleading  the  cause 
•f  one^ixth  part  of  his  own  countrymen,  now  held  in  chains  and  slavery,  and  iu  snp- 
porting  the  *  self  evident  truths '  of  the  Dechration  of  Independence. 

That  the  graiitnde  and  applanse  of  all  troe  Americans  are  doe  to  Edward  Bcech- 
•r.  President  of  Illinois  College,  and  those  otlier  faithful  (Viends  who  were  neither 
ashamed  nor  afraid  openly  to  stand  up  beibre  the  Infuriated  citisens  of  Alton,  side  by 
side  with  the  object  of  special  vengeance,  and  espouse  an  unpopular  cause,  at  the  peril 
of  their  Kves. 

That  it  is  our  earnest  prayer,  that  the  Ood  of  the  oppressed  may  inspire  some  other 
Christian  champion  to  throw  himself  into  <  the  imminent  deadly  breach '  at  Alton,  at 
this  mottentons  crisis,  and  resolve  to  establish  a  free  press,  or  perish  in  the  attempt; 
■ad  that  if  soch  a  person  shall  appear,  we  pledge  the  free  spirit  of  the  Commonwealth 
of  Massacbosetts  to  stand  by  blin,  even  to  the  destmction  of  a  tboosand  printing- 
preeses  by  the  enemies  of  free  discossion. 

That  the  tragedy  at  Alton  shooki  not  be  allowed  to  pass,  wftliont  prodncing  a  sol- 
tmn  and  pennanent  impression  upon  the  mind  of  the  nation ;  and  therefore  this  Board 
wonM  respectfully  suggest  to  the  Executive  CoiMMittee  of  the  Parent  Society,  the  ex- 
petliency  of  appointing  a  particnhr  day  not  too  fhr  distant,  on  which  meetings  shall 
be  beU  simoltaneoosly  throoghont  the  free  States  by  Abolitionisu  and  the  people  gen- 
"Orally,  ia  every  town  and  viHage,  as  far  as  practicable,  to  commemorate  the  trngical 
death  of  Elijah  P.  Lovejoy,  and  thns  give  a  mighty  impulse  to  the  caose  of  liberty 
thwiuglieut  the  laad  aad  the  worM. 
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Tbe  vecomnaendttioB  in  the  last  resokitioD  was  promptly  re* 
sponded  to  by  the  Executive  Conunitiee  of  the  Parent  Society 
at  New  York.  The  day  which  they  appoiDted  for  these  siroul* 
taneous  meetings  was  singularly  appropriate,  being  in  itself  full 
of  thrilling  associations,  but  how  much  more  heart-stirring  in 
connection  with  so  strange  an  event!  It  wus  the  twenty-second 
of  December — the  anniversary  of  the  landing  of  the  Pilgrim 
Fathers  upon  the  rock  at  Plymouth.  The  day  was  extensively 
observed  by  aboliiionists,  and  greatly  to  the  furtherance  of  their 
holy  cause.  In  Boston,  a  special  meeting  of  the  State  Society 
was  held  in  the  Marlboro'  Chapel,  at  that  time  in  an  unfinished 
condition,  no  other  hall  or  meeting-house  being  obtainable  for 
that  occasion  !  Appropriate  addresses  were  made  by  Messrs. 
A.  A.  Phelps,  Wendell  Phillips,  Edmund  Quincy,  Ellis  Gray 
Loring,  O.  A.  Brownson,  and  W.  L.  Garrisoa,  of  Boston,  and 
J.  O.  Choules  of  New-Bedford.  It  was  eloquently  said  of 
Lovejoy  by  Mr.  Phillips  :  *  He  took  refuge  under  the  banner  of 
Liberty-*-<amid  its  folds ;  and  when  he  fell,  its  glorious  stars  and 
stripes,  the  emblems  of  free  institutions,  around  which  cluster 
so  many  heart-stirring  memories,  were  blotted  out  in  the  mar- 
tyr's blood.'  Again,  he  mournfully  remarked  :  '  It  is  said,  the 
rioters  at  Alton  were  heard  encouraging  each  other  by  reference 
to  old  Boston  !  Alas,  my  native  city !  art  thou  indeed  so  fall- 
en 7  To  be  praised  by  praiseworthy  men  was  once  pronounced 
the  highest  honor.  To  what  depth  of  degradation  must  she 
have  fallen,  whose  time-honored  name  has  become  the  niotto 
and  war-cry  of  a  mob ! '  Mr.  Quincy's  speech  wa^  in  all  re- 
spects worthy  of  a  descendant  of  one  of  the  Pilgrims.  *  The 
Parent  Society,'  he  said,  *  in  appointing  this  holy  anniversary 
for  the  unanimous  celebration  of  the  obsequies  of  our  martyred 
brother,  have  done  wisely  and  well.  It  is  a  sublime  idea,  that, 
throughout  the  vast  extent  of  the  free  portion  cf  this  continent, 
the  sons  and  daughters  of  New  England  are  gathered  together 
on  this,  the  birth-day  of  their  conrmion  mother,  to  pay  due  hon- 
ors to  the  memory  of  a  brother,  who  has  willingly  laid  down 
bis  life  in  defence  of  those  principles  of  liberty,  to  which  she 
owed  her  birth.' 
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Prior  to  the  observartce  of  the  22d,  it  was  deemed  impor- 
tant by  the  friends  of  free  discussion  and  the  liberty  of  the  press, 
that,  if  practicable,  a  spontaneous  public  meeting  of  the  citizens 
6f  Boston  should  be  held,  without  distinciion  of  sect  or  party, 
and  without  any  reference  to  the  merits  of  the  anti-slavery  con- 
troversy, to  express  their  alarm  and  horror  in  view  of  the  pros- 
tration of  civil  liberty,  and  the  murder  of  a  christian  minister  for 
daring  to  maintain  his  inalienable  and  constitutional  rights. 
Such  an  example,  it  was  thought,  would  produce  a  salutat-y  ef- 
fect upon  public  sentiment  abroad,  and,  if  set  in  a  right  spirit, 
would  serve,  in  some  degree,  to  atone  for  the  disgraceful  pro- 
slavery  riot  that  occurred  in  Boston,  October  21st,  1835. 
Faneuil  Hall,  '  the  old  Cradle  of  Liberty,'  was  deemed  the 
most  suitable  building  in  which  to  hold  the  meeting.  Applica- 
tion was  made  for  h,  accordingly,  to  the  proper  authoritres,  by 
upwards  of  one  hundred  respectable  citizens  and  legal  voters, 
the  Rev.  Dr.  Channing's  name  being  placed  at  the  head  of  t^ie 
petition.    This  application  was  rejected,  as  follows  : 

CiTT  or  BoJTOir.    In  Bnard  of  Alclennen,^oTettfaor  29,  1887 : 

Oa  the  PfttiUon  of  WILLIAM  E.  CHANNING  and  otberf,(ortbeaN«f  Fmoenfl 
H«ll  on  Um  evening  of  Monday,  tlie  4th  of  Deceaber. 

Resolyed,  ThM  in  ihe  opinion  of  thb  Bottil,  k  it  mexpeJiMMto  grtti  dm  fisyir  fi 
•aid  peiliioii,  for  the  Mh^tng  reasone :— 

Reiolatiuot  and  votes  pnned  by  a  public  meeting  hi  Faoeuil  Hall,  are  often  consid- 
ered in  other  places  as  the  expression  of  public  opinion  in  this  city ;  bat  it  is  believ- 
ed by  the  Board,  that  th«  reaokHaoiis  which  woald  be  likely  te  he  srocttoaed  by  the 
signers  of  this  petition  on  this  oocaaiony  o^gfac  aot  4o  be  r^^rded  as  ihe  public  veioe 
ef  this  city. 

If  soeb  sesoletieDs  were  lo  be  discussed  and  rejected  by  the  toeeting,  it  eodd  dftly 
be  a  scene  of  confusion,  which  would  be  disrepoukbie  to  tlie  city,  «ed  l^pirioat  to  dw 
glory  of  that  consecrated  Hall. 

The  Bo^rd  think  it  generally  inexpedient  to  grant  the  use  of  the  Hall  to  any  party 
who  have  taken  a  side  upon  a  highly  exciting  and  warmly  contested  qoestioe.  The 
warmth  of  eontroversy  engendered  by  public  diseBNloes,  is  Utile  aidapied  le  kad  ta 
ihe  caka  wisdom  which  ought  te  eharacteriBS  the  ao^  of  pubtio  assemblies.  Wbes 
•aly  one  party  is  invited  to  attend,  and  it  is  perlectly  understood  that  the  doings  of 
tbt  meetiags«re  to  be  regarded  nserely  as  die  acts  of  the  party,  this  objection  doet 
not  apply ;  but  for  such  a  porpose,  the  «se  of  FaiMnil  HaH  la  net  neaaasary,  aad  fW 
Board,  deem  the  objection  to  lie  peeulinrlj  strong  in.  relatioa  to  the  present  petition. 

A  RemeasUraace  has  also  been  receited  against  granting  the  prayer  of  the  petition 
s%aed  by  many  persons,  in  whose  Jodgoient,  pablio  spirit*  aad  gMd  IbtliafS;  the 
members  of  thii  Bemrd  eiMOt  but  pkaa  BMeh  aodidapca. 
By  order  of  fka'Haypr  aad  Aldarana. 

~       8.  r.  KcCLCAAT,  Gitj  CMu 
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It  would  be  difficult  to  conceive  of  *  reasons  *  more  insulting 
to  the  intelligence  of  freemen,  more  absurd  in  their  premises 
and  conclusions,  or  more  false  and  flagrant  in  respect  to  matters 
of  fact.  The  petitioners  requested  the  use  of  Faneuil  Hall  for 
a  speciflc  object — ^to  defend  the  liberty  of  the  press,  and  to 
rebuke  the  spirit  of  anarchy  which  was  stalking  through  the 
land.  The  city  authorities  were  assured, — and  had  no  reason 
to  distrust  the  assurance,— that  no  other  object  was  contemplat- 
ed, and  that  the  meeting  intended  to  occupy  ground  on  which 
all  the  citizens  could  amicably  unite.  It  must  be  confessed, 
that  it  was  stooping  very  low, — it  was  a  most  humiliating  act  of 
self-abasement, — to  make  a  pledge  to  them,  restricting  liberty  of 
speech  on  the  most  legitimate  of  .all  subjects  of  discussion,  the 
ENSLAVEMENT  OF  MEN.  They  had  no  right  to  require  such  a 
pledge  ;  for  if  the  character  of  slavery  may  not  be  examined 
freely  in  Faneuil  Hall,  and  denounced  in  tones  of  thunder,  that 
building,  once  the  ^  Cradle  of  Liberty,'  has  indeed  become  the 
Bastile  of  Oppression.  But  the  design  of  the  petitioners  was 
equally  honorable  and  politic,  and  they  purposely  avoided  a 
topic  that  might  excite  angry  collision,  or  a  division  of  senti- 
ment. Still,  their  request  could  not  be  granted !  '  Resolutions 
and  votes  passed  by  a  public  meeting  in  Faneuil  Hall  are  often 
considered,  in  other  places,  as  the  expression  of  public  opinion 
in  Boston ' — therefore,  the  right  of  citizens  to  occupy  that 
Hall  is  properly  subordinate  to  the  views  which  the  Board  of 
Aldermen  choose  to  believe  prevail  upon  any  given  subject 
*  in  other  places  ! '  This  ^  most  lame  and  impotent  conclusion ' 
shuts  the  doors  of  the  Hall  against  all  applicants,  in  whose  ob- 
ject there  is  not  known  to  be  perfect  unanimity  of  sentiment 
among  the  inhabitants  of  the  city :  especially  is  it  manifest  that 
<  a  decent  regard  for  the  opinions '  of  other  places  requires  the 
exclusion  of  all  minorities,  lest  their  resolutions  and  votes  should 
be  understood  by  those  other  places  as  <  the  expression  of  pub- 
lic opinion  in  Boston  ' !  The  logic  is  as  bad  as  the  despotism, 
and  the  despotism  as  unlimited,  in  principle,  as  that  whicb  b  - 
exercised  by  the  Autocrat  of  Russia.  Further :  the  Board 
most  insolently  assume,  that  ^  the  resolutions  which  would  be 
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likely  to  be  sanctiooed  by  the  signers  of  the  petition  oo  this  oc- 
casioo,' — resolutions  in  favor  of  the  freedom  of  the  press>  and 
to  uphold  the  supremacy  of  the  laws, — 'ought  not  to  be  regard- 
ed as  the  public  voice  of  this  city  ' !  Thus,  in  the  same  breath 
in  which  they  affect  to  be  most  deeply  concerned  for  the  char- 
acter of  Boston,  they  slander  and  dishonor  it.  But  the  infamy 
of  their  conduct,  in  supposing  that  the  meeting  could  only  be  a 
scene  of  confusion,  assumes  a  midnight  hue.  '  A  government 
which  announces  its  expectation  of  a  mob,  does  virtually  sum- 
mon a  mob,'  and  yields  to  the  enforcement  of  mob-law.  Let 
us  sum  up  the  whole  matter  in  a  few  words.  More  than  a  hun- 
dred legal  voters,  of  unimpeachable  character,  request  the  use 
of  Faneuil  Hall  for  a  lawful  meeting,  to  express  their  abhor- 
rence of  a  deed  of  blood,  pregnant  with  direful  consequences  to 
the  land.  Their  request  is  denied  by  the  city  authorities^  on 
the  ground  that  '  a  scene  of  confusion '  would  be  likely  to  fol- 
low, which  would  be  '  injurious  to  the  glory  of  that  consecrat- 
ed HalL'  To  keep  that  '  glory '  untarnished,  therefore,  the 
Board  of  Aldermen  join  with  the  mob  in  suppressing  free  dis- 
cussion, and  in  trampling  upon  the  rights  of  the  friends  of  pub- 
lic order !  Instead  of  giving  protection  to  the  obedient,  they 
basely  succumb  to  the  lawless,  and  attempt  to  intimidate  those 
who  would  breast  the  tide  of  anarchy. 

^  The  Board  think  it  generally  inexpedient  to  grant  the  use 
of  the  Hall  to  any  party  who  have  taken  a  side  upon  a  highly 
exciting  and  warmly  contested  question.'  Most  pertinent  are 
the  interrogations  of  the  Morning  Posty  respecting  this  decla- 
ration— a  paper  by  no  means  friendly  to  abolitionists  : — '  Is  this 
true  }  Does  not  the  whole  course  of  these  very  officers  con- 
tradict this  reason  ?  Did  they  not,  recently,  grant  the  use  of 
the  Hall  to  both  the  opposing  political  parties  ?  Did  not  some 
of  these  officers,  in  fact,  a  year  or  two  since,  grant  this  very 
Hall  to  the  use  of  the  opposite  party — to  the  friends  of  slavery 
and  the  opponents  of  free  discussion  ?  Did  not  these  very  of- 
ficers grant  the  use  of  this  Hall  on  the  very  '  exciting '  ques- 
tion, whether  the  citizens  should  pay  their  postage  or  commit 
treason  ?     Was  there  then  any  fear  that  people  in  ^  other  places ' 
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might  mistake  public  sentiment,  or  that  '  the  glory  of  that  con- 
secrated Hall '  would  be  thereby  injuriously  affected  1  * 

For  what  was  Faneuil  Hall  erected,  and  bequeathed  to  Bos- 
ton, if  not  for  the  discussion  of  ^  highly  exciting  and  warmly 
contested  questions'?  What  *  party*  has  ever  occupied  it 
which  had  not  *  taken  a  side '  upon  some  one  of  these  ques- 
tions? And  yet  the  Board  have  no  objection  to  the  use  of  the 
building  by  a  '  party ; '  but  when  the  occupancy  of  it  is  desired 
in  the  name  of  the  people,  for  an  object  in  support  of  which 
all  are  at  least  professedly  agreed,  then,  forsooth,  it  must  not  be 
granted,  for  fear  of  excitement !  The  fact'  constitutes  the  re- 
nown of  Faneuil  Hall,  that  it  was  built  for  the  grand  object  of 
AGITATION — to  keep  up  a  perpetual  excitement — the  excite- 
ment of  free  speech  against  gags  and  padlocks — the  excitement 
of  liberty  in  conflict  with  slavery — the  excitement  of  equal 
rights  against  aristocratic  usurpations.  Its  name,  its  history,  is 
excitement.  How  it  rocked  during  the  '  warmly  contested 
questions '  of  the  Revolution,  when  such  '  excited '  disputants 
as  Samuel  Adams,  and  James  Otis,  and  John  Hancock,  and 
Joseph  Warren,  told  what  they  thought  about  yokes  for  the 
necks,  and  chains  for  the  limbs  of  the  sons  of  the  Pilgrims  ! 

We  are  gravely  told  by  the  Board,  that  ^  the  warmth  of  con- 
troversy engendered  by  public  discussions,*  is  little  adapted  to 

"*  The  reaBoniog  of  the  Board — as  to  the  evilf  of  free  discusvion — partakes  deeply 
of  the  spirit,  and  in  Rome  degree  of  the  logic,  which  wai  exemplified  and  used  at  a 
public  meeting  in  Alton,  a  few  days  prior  to  the  fatal  riot  in  that  city — at  which  the 
following,  among  other  resolutions,  were  adopted  : 

Resolved,  That  while  there  appears  to  be  no  tUsposition  to  j^event  the  liberty 
•/  free  discussion,  (  /  / )  through  the  medium  of  the  press  or  otherwise,  as  a  gen- 
eral thing,  it  is  deemed  a  matter  indispensable  to  the  peace  and  harmony  of  thi§ 
tommunity  that  the  labors  and  influence  of  the  late  Edilor  of  the  Observer  be  no 
longer  identified  with  any  newspaper  establishment  in  this  city. 

Resolved,  That  the  discussion  of  the  doctrines  of  immediate  abolitionism,  as  they 
have  been  discussed  in  the  columns  of  the  Alton  Observer,  would  b*  destructive  yf 
the  peace  and  harmony  of  the  citizens  of  Alton,  and  that,  therefore,  we  cannot  re- 
commend the  re-establishment  of  that  paper,  or  any  other  of  a  similar  character,  and 
conducted  with  a  like  spirit  (  !  ! ) 

Resolved,  That  whilst  we  decidedly  disapprove  of  the  doctrines, as  put  forth  by  the 
said  Lovejoy,  as  subversive  of  the  great  principles  of  our  union,  and  oftheprot" 
perity  of  our  young  and  growing  city,  we  at  the  same  time  as  decidedly  disapprove 
of  all  unlawful  violence^ 
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lead  to  the  calm  wisdom  which  ought  to  characterize  the  acts 
of  public  assemblies.'  Of  what  use,  then,  is  liberty  of  speech? 
Are  public  discussions  to  be  prohibited  ?  When  a  citizen  has 
been  murdered  for  daring  to  utier  sentiments  in  accordance  with 
the  Declaration  of  American  Independence,  when  the  arm  of 
civil  law  lies  broken  by  violence,  and  when  the  foundations  of 
society  are  shaken  by  the  throes  of  anarchy,  are  these  alarming 
occurrences  to  be  spoken  of  in  whispering  tones,  and  in  solita- 
ry places?  Shall  a  dread  of  *  the  warmth  of  controversy  * 
make  freemen  dumb,  and  thus  give  license  to  the  enemies  of  a 
free  government  to  aim  at  its  overthrow  ? 

The  *  Remonstrance,'  to  which  the  Board  refer  with  so  much 
deference,  was  written,  signed  and  circulated  by  some  of  the 
most  prominent  actors  in  the  Washington-street  riot  of  1835, 
^  in  whose  judgment,  public  spirit,  and  good  feelings,  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Board  cannot  but  place  much  confidence ' ! ! 

Thb  extraordinary  conduct  of  the  city  authorities,  and  espe- 
cially the  *  reasons '  they  gave  for  it,  instantly  blew  up  a  flame 
of  indignation  that  spread  through  the  city,  and  was  felt  in  all 
pacts  of  the  Commonwealth — all  parties  uniting  in  expressions 
of  surprise  and  condemnation.  With  a  promptness  worthy  of 
the  crisis,  and  a  fearlessness  becoming  a  lover  of  freedom,  the 
Rev.  Dr.  Channino  addressed  an  eloquent  and  soul-thrilling 
Letter  to  the  Citizens  of  Boston,  appealing  to  them  to  reverse 
the  arbitrary  decision  of  the  Board,  and  expressing  his  belief 
that  they  would  be  *  true  to  the  principles  of  liberty.*  After 
saying  that  *  the  freedom  of  the  press,  the  sacredness  of  this 
right, — the  daty  of  maintaining  it  against  all  assaults, — this  was 
the  great  idea  to  which  the  meeting  was  intended  to  give  utter- 
ance,'— and  referring  to  the  resolutions  which  he  had  been  re- 
quested to  prepare  for  the  adoption  of  the  meeting, — he  adds: 

•  To  intimate  that  such  resolutions  would  not  express  the  public  opinion  of  Boston, 
and  would  eren  create  a  mob,  is  to  pronounce  tlie  severest  libel  on  this  ciiy.  It  is 
to  assert,  that  peaceful  citizens  cannot  meet  here  in  safely  to  strengthen  and  ple«lge 
themselfcs  against  violence,  and  in  defence  of  the  dearest  and  most  sacred  riglils. 
And  has  it  come  to  this  1  Has  Boston  fallen  so  low  1  May  not  its  citizens  be  trust- 
ed to  come  together  to  express  the  great  principles  of  liberty,  for  which  their  faihera 
died  1  Are  our  feHow  citizens  to  be  murdered  in  the  act  of  defending  Uieir  properly 
Md  of  assorting  the  right  of  free  discussion;  and  is  it  unsale  ia  this  metropoH.,  once 
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the  refbge  of  liberty,  to  express  abhorrence  of  the  deed  1  If  sueh  be  oar  degrada- 
tion, we  ought  to  know  the  awful  truth ;  and  tboite  among  us  who  retain  a  portion  of 
the  spirit  of  our  ancestors,  should  set  themsehes  to  work  to  recover  their  df>generate 
posterity.  But  I  do  not  believe  in  this  degeneracy.  The  people  of  Boston  may  be 
trusted.  There  is  a  moral  soundness  in  this  community  on  the  great  points  involved 
in  the  petition  which  has  been  rejected.  There  is  among  us  a  deep  abhorrence  of  the 
spirit  of  violence  which  is  spreading  through  our  land ;  and  from  this  city  ought  to  go 
forth  a  voice  to  awaken  the  whole  country  to  its  danger,  to  the  growing  peril  of  the 
■ubstitotion  of  lawless  force  for  the  authority  of  the  lawp.  This,  in  truth,  was  the 
great  object  of  those  who  proposed  the  meeting,  to  bring  out  a  loud,  general  expres- 
don  of  opinion  and  feeiii^,  which  would  awe  the  spirit  of  mobs,  and  would  especial- 
ly secure  the  press  from  violence.  Instead  of  this,  what  is  Boston  now  doing  1  Into 
what  scale  is  this  city  now  thrown  1  Boston  now  says  to  Alton,  go  on;  destroy  the 
press;  put  down  the  liberty  of  speech;  and  still  more,  murder  the  citisen  who  asserts 
it;  and  no  united  voice  shall  here  be  lifted  up  against  you,  lest  a  like  violence  shoukl 
break  forth  among  ourselves.  •  *  •  « 

*  A  government,  which  announces  its  expectation  of  a  mob,  does  virtually,  though 
unintentionally,  summon  a  mob,  and'would  then  cast  all  the  hUm»  of  it  on  the  *  rash 
men '  who  might  become  iu  victims.  •  •  •  * 

*  But  is  there  no  part  of  our  country,  where  a  voice  of  power  shall  be  lifted  np  in 
defence  of  rights  incomparably  more  precieos  than  the  temporary  interesu  which  have 
often  crowded  Faneuil  Hall  to  saffocation  1  Is  the  whole  country  to  sleep  1  An 
event  has  occurred,  which  ought  to  thrill  the  hearts  of  tliis  people  as  the  heart  of  one 
man.  A  martyr  has  fiillen  among  us  to  the  freedom  of  the  press.  A  citizen  has  been 
murdered  in  defehoe  of  the  right  of  iree  discussion.  I  do  not  ask  whether  he  was 
Christian  or  unbeliever,  whether  he  was  abolitionist  or  colon  ixationist.  He  has  been 
murdered  in  exercising,  what  I  hold  to  be  tlie  dearest  right  ef  the  citizen.  Nor  is 
this  a  solitary  act  of  violence.  It  is  the  consummation  of  a  long  series  of  assaults 
on  pablie  order,  on  freedom,  oo  the  majesty  of  the  laws.' 

Thb  Letter  produced  its  legitimate  effect.  It  obtaiDcd  a 
wide  circulation  in  the  newspapers,  and  was  read  with  enthusi- 
asm. ^  The  meeting  will  be  held/  was  the  language  of  the 
Lowell  Journal — ^  it  ought  to  be  held — and,  if  a  hall  cannot  be 
obtained  for  the  purpose,  let  it  be  held  in  the  open  air.  There 
freemen  may  breathe  and  speak  without  asking  liberty  of  any 
one,  but  the  God  that  made  them  ! '  A  public  meeting  of  the 
citizens  of  Boston  was  called  at  the  Old  Supreme  Court  Room, 
'  to  take  into  consideration  the  reasons  assigned  by  the  Mayor 
and  Aldermen  for  withholding  the  use  of  Faneuil  Hall,  and  to 
act  in  the  premises  as  might  be  deemed  expedient.'  Abolition- 
ists were  not  concerned  in  getting  up  this  meeting:  it  was  the 
act  of  others.  In  pursuance  of  the  call,  a  large  concourse  of 
citizens  assembled.  George  Bond  was  chosen  chairman,  and 
Benjamin  F,  Hallett  secretary.     After  the  reading  of  Dr,  ChdQ<r 
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ning's  Letter,  Mr.  Hallett  offered  a  series  of  resolutions,  drawn 
up  with  consummate  ability,  and  strikingly  adapted  to  the  occa- 
sion, of  which  the  following  are  a  sample  : 

Whereas,  in  tiniefl  when  any  constitutional  right,  affecting  life,  liberty  and  proper- 
ty, iff  denied  or  called  in  question  by  oar  rulers,  it  is  peculiarly  befitting  a  free  people 
to  assemble  together  to  consult  on  the  comnson  good.  And  whereas,  Fankvil  Hall, 
belongfng  to  us  all,  and  '  consecrated  *  to  liberty  and  free  discussion,  has  been  denied 
to  n  portion  of  the  citicens  who  petitioned  for  leare  to  meet  there  for  the  purpose  of 
*  noticing  in  a  suitable  oranner  the  recent  murder  in  the  city  of  Alton  of  a  native  of 
New  England,  a  citizen  of  the  free  State  of  lUinois,  who  fell  in  defence  of  the 
freedom  of  the  pre$$. 

Resolved,  That  the  citizens  here  assembled,  appealing  to  the  searcher  of  hearts  for 
the  rectitude  of  their  intentions  and  their  devotion  to  free  institutions,  will  discard 
all  party  considerations,  all  topics  about  which  there  can  be  a  division  among  the 
friends  of  liberty,  and  confine  themselves  to  the  single  question  now  at  issoe  between 
the  people  and  their  mlers  in  this  city,  viz:  the  right  to  hold  a  public  meeting  to  give 
atlerance  to  their  deep  abhorrence  of  the  spirit  of  mobs,  and  their  solemn  reproba- 
tion of  the  violence  which  has  been  offered  to  the  freedom  of  speech  and  the  press, 
by  the  murder  of  a  citizen  while  engaged  in  maintaining  that  sacred  right. 

Resolved,  That  when  a  citizen  of  these  United  Slates  hus  fallen  by  lawless  vio- 
lence in  defence  of  the  liberty  of  the  press ;  the  question  should  never  be  asked  by 
Freemen  what  docti-ine  did  he  support,  or  to  what  party  or  sact  did  he  belong;  but 
w.'^s  he  standing  under  the  brond  shield  of  the  Constitution  of  the  Union  and  of  the 
States,  in  all  of  which  the  liberty  of  the  press  is  sacredly  guarded. 

Resolved,  That  it  must  be  indeed  a  dark  day  in  the  history  of  our  civil  institu- 
tions, if  freemen  are  to  be  restrained  from  discussing  all  subjects  that  their  rulers  may 
conjecture  are  of  *  an  exciting  character; '  under  the  pretence  or  apprehension  that 
the  exercise  of  a  constitutional  right  may  *  endanger  the  peace  of  the  city,'  or  coun- 
try— and  that  to  concede  this  supervision  over  public  opinion,  whether  of  the  minor- 
ity or  majority,  to  our  rulers  in  City,  State  or  Nation,  would  be  to  establish  a  despot- 
ism against  which  the  citizens  could  never  raise  the  voice  of  Complaint  or  remon- 
strance. 

Resolved,  That  *  the  glory  of  that  consecrated  Hall '  in  which  our  fathers  assem- 
bled to  express  their  opinions  on  all  occasions  of  '  an  exciting  character,'  is  departed, 
and  become  desecrated  to  the  idols  and  worshippers  of  despotism,  if  the  fatal  prece- 
dent is  to  be  established  by  our  rulers  that  Fnneuil  Hall  shall  be  closed  against  citi- 
lens,  be  they  many  or  be  titey  few,  who  debire  to  assemble  there  in  order  to  pledge 
themselves  to  the  exertion  of  their  whole  influenoe  for  the  suppression  of  mobs,  for 
the  discouragement  of  violence,  for  the  vindication  of  the  supremacy  of  the  laws,  and 
especially  for  the  assertion  and  defence  of  the  freedom  of  the  press. 

These  resolutions  elicited  a  spirited  discussion,  and  were  unan- 
imously adopted.  A  committee  of  two  from  each  Ward  was 
appointed  to  renew  the  application  (precisely  in  the  words  of 
the  former  one  !)  for  the  use  of  Faneuil  Hall,  and  to  obtain  sig- 
natures to  the  same.  On  its  presentation  to  the  Board  of  Al- 
dermen, its  request  was  granted  quite  obsequiously  !     A  mar- 
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vellous  change  was  suddenly  wrought  in  the  minds  of  the  Board. 
The  city  election  was  at  hand,  and  they  did  not  dare  to  run  the 
'  hazard  of  the  die  '  a  second  time.  In  their  disinterested  and 
sacred  regard  for  office,  they  cared  not  a  rush  how  *  other  pla* 
ces  *  might  regard  the  resolutions  to  be  adopted  at  the  meeting 
— they  forgot  their  terror  of*  the  warmth  of  controversy  engen- 
dered by  public  discussions' — they  stood  erect  at  the  bidding  of 
'  a  party  who  had  taken  a  side  upon  a  highly  exciting  and  warm- 
ly contested  question  ' — and  they  ceased  to  rely  upon  the 
'judgment,  public  spirit,  and  good  feelings  '  of  the  signers  of  a 
certain  Remonstrance  !  So  much  for  principle — for  consistency. 
Accordingly,  on  Friday,  Dec.  6ih,  the  doors  of  Faneuil  Hall 
were  thrown  open,  and  an  immense  concourse  filled  the  Hall  to 
overflowing.  Jonathan  Phillips  was  called  to  the  chair,  who 
made  some  excellent  introductory  remarks.  Rev.  Dr.  Channing 
then  came  forward,  and  made  a  short,  eloquent  and  impressive 
address.  Benjamin  F.  Hallett  then  read  the  resolutions  which 
Dr.  Channing  had  drawn  up.  These  were  seconded  by  George 
W.  Hillard  in  an  able  speech.  Up  to  this  moment,  the  assem-^ 
bly  had  listened  with  attention  and  decorum.  But  as  soon  as 
James  T.  Austin,  the  Attorney  General,  arose,  it  was  the  signal 
for  confusion  and  uproar  on  the  part  of  the  enemies  of  constitu- 
tional order.  His  speech  was  in  the  highest  degree  inflamma- 
tory, ferocious  and  roohocratic;  but  elicited  much  applause. 
He  declared  that  *  Lovejoy  died  as  a  fool  dieth' — justified  the 
riotous  conduct  of  the  Altonians,  and  compared  them  to  the  pa- 
triotic Tea  Party  of  the  Revolution.  He  alluded  to  the  slaves 
of  the  South  in  the  following  manner : 

'  We  have  a  menagerie  here,  with  lions,  tigers,  hyenas,  an  elephant,  a  jackass  or 
two,  and  monkeys  in  plenty.  Suppose  now,  some  new  cosmopolite,  some  roan  of 
philanthropic  feelings,  not  only  towards  man  but  animals,  who  believe  that  all  are 
entitled  to  freedom  as  an  inalienable  right,  should  engage  in  the  humane  task  of  gir* 
ing  freedom  to  these  wild  beasts  of  the  forest,  some  of  whom  are  nobler  than  their 
keepers;  or  having  discovered  some  new  mode  to  reach  their  understanding,  should 
try  to  induce  them  to  bfieak  their  cage$  und  be  fttti  The  people  of  Missouri  bad 
as  much  reason  to  be  afraid  of  their  slaves,  as  we  should  have  of  the  wild  beasts  of 
the  menngerie.  They  had  the  same  dread  of  Lovejoy  that  we  should  have  of  this 
supposed  instigator,  if  we  really  believed  the  bars  would  be  broken,  and  die  caravan 
Vx  loose  to  prowl  about  eur  streets.' 
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^ake  another  portion  of  his  sanguinary  speech : 

*  Why,  (hen,  asked  Mr.  A.  are  we  called  here  to  sympathize  with  the  Tietiai,  or  to 
mj  any  thing  aboat  tiie  mob  at  Alton,^or  why  should  the  events  there  lie  thecniwe  of 
special  resolutions  by  the  citixens  of  Boston  1  Have  we  no  events  of  the  like  kind 
nearer  home,  to  condemn  1  Yes,  Sir,  wherever  .the  Abolition  fever  rages,  there  are 
mol)8  and  murder. 

*  Without  attending  to  other  cases  in  onr  own  vicinity,  which  better  deserve  onr 
attention,  what  will  be  said  to  ns  by  the  citiseas  of  Illinois  and  Missouri,  whom  it  if 
our  self-ttssumed  prerogative  to  rebuke  1 

*  Will  (hey  not  tell  you  ilwt  you  yourselves  have  been  instigated  by  the  same  pas* 
sions,  and  have  yielded  to  the  like  in6rmity  of  human  nature  1 — *  Have  yon  written 
your  annals  true  * — they  will  say—'  and  do  you  no^  know  that  occasions  have  arisen 
in  which  your  ancestors  found  k  ineviuble  that  they  should  take  the  law  into  their 
own  hunds, — extreme  cases,  in  which  indeed  there  was  no  law  reaching  to  their  con- 
dition but  the  original  and  immutable  law  of  self-preservation,  and  necessary  self  de- 
fence V 

*  Will  they  not  tell  you  that  when  yoor  fathers  were  colonists,  and  as  such  under 
obligations  to  pay  a  tax  levied  upon  ihem  by  the  British  Government,  fatal  to  their 
liberties,  tlieir  rights,  their  happiness— tliey  implored,  they  besought  its  remission, 
and  urged  that  their  people  should  not  be  goaded  to  violence,  and  instigated  to  a  mad- 
ness which  human  reason  could  not  control.  And  when  tliese  prayers,  and  entreat- 
ies, and  supplications  were  vain,  and  there  was  no  law  that  could  protect  them,  and 
no  middle  path  between  ruin  and  resistance,  did  not  they  take  their  protection  under 
the  security  of  their  own  arm,  and  marching  down  from  this  Hall — cm  orderly  flio6— 
pour  the  disgusting  instrument  of  their  degradation  into  the  sea  1  So  will  the  people 
of  M  issouri  claim  to  do,  when  their  lives  are  threatened  by  the  operations  of  these 
abolition  conspirators.  Do  you  suppose  they  will  wait  for  the  slow  progress  of  the 
laws  1  They  will  tell  you  they  will  call  on  the  God  of  fifeaven,  as  your  fethera  did, 
and  with  his  favor  will  defend  themselves.' 

This  lawless  man  was  followed  by  Wendell  Phillips,  the 
youthful,  accomplished  and  eloquent  friend  of  emancipation. 
The  partisans  of  Austin  attempted  to  clamor  him  down — liut  in 
vain.  The  words  which  he  uttered  fell  like  a  shower  of  fire 
upon  them.     He  said — 

*  I  hope  I  shall  be  permitted  te  express  my  surprise  at  the  sentiments  of  the  last 
speaker ;— surprise  not  only  at  such  sentiments  from  such  a  maUi  but  at  the  applause 
they  have  elicited  in  tliese  walls.  A  comparison  has  been  drawn  between  the  evenu 
of  the  Revolution  and  the  tragedy  at  Alton.  We  have  heard  it  asserted  in  this  Hall, 
that  Great  Britain  bad  a  right  to  ux  the  Colonies,  and  we  have  heard  the  mob  at 
Alton,  got  np  to  murder  Lovejoy,  compared  to  that  band  of  our  patriot  Others,  who 
threw  the  tea  overboard  !  (Great  applause.)  Felk>w  citizens,  is  this  tmel  (No, 
no.)  The  mob  at  Alton  were  met  to  wrent  from  a  cilisen  his  just  rights;  to  resist  the 
laws.  We  have  been  told  that  our  Others  did  the  same;  and  the  glorious  mantle  of 
Revolutionary  precedent  has  been  thrown  over  the  mobs  of  our  days.  For  to  make 
out  their  title  to  such  defence,  it  has  been  asserted  that  the  British  Parliament  bad  a- 
right  to  tax  these  Colonies.    It  is  manifest  that  without  inch  an  aiiertion»  the  geiH 
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tleonui'f  pAnillel  woold  bave  falleD  to  tlie  groai)d;-— for  Lortjoybtd  lUtioiied  bioMelf 
withm  coMtitutional  bulwarks.  The  meo  wbo  aatailed  bim  went  agaiiMt  and  over 
tbe  laws.  Tbe  mob,  as  the  gentleman  terms  it,  whicb  assembled  in  the  Old  South, 
to  destroy  tbe  tea,  were  met  to  resist  not  tbe  laws,  but  illegal  exactions ;  not  tbe 
King's  prerogative,  but  tbe  King*s  iMirpation.  To  find  any  other  account,  you  most 
read  our  Revoloiionary  history  upside  <fewn.  Our  Sute  archives  are  loaded  with  ar- 
guments of  John  Adams,  to  prove  tbe  Uxes  laid  by  tbe  British  Parliament  onconsti* 
tutional— beyond  their  power.  It  was  not  till  this  was  made  out,  that  tbe  people  of 
New  Cngbind  rushed  to  arms.  The  afiguroenta  of  tbe  Conocil  Chamber  and  tbe 
House  of  Representatives  preceded  and  sanctioned  tbe  contest.  To  draw  tbe  conduct 
of  our  ancestors  into  a  precedent  for  mobs ;  for  a  right  to  resist  laws  we  ourselves 
have  enacted,  is  an  insult  to  their  memory.  Tbe  difference  between  the  excitements 
of  those  days  and  our  own,  which  the  gentleman,  io  kindness  to  tbe  latter,  has  over- 
looked, is  simply  this.  The  men  of  that  day  went  ibr  the  right.  They  were  tbe 
people  rising  to  sustain  the'  laws  and  constitution  of  the  Province.  The  rioters  of 
our  day  go  for  their  own  wills,  right  or  wrong.  Sir,  when  I  heard  tbe  gentleman  lay 
down  principles  which  place  the  rioters,  incendiaries  aed  murderers  of  Mt.  Benedict 
and  Alton,  side  by  side  with  Otis  and  Hancock,  with  Quincy  and  Adaais,  I  thought 
those  pictured  lips  (pointing  to  the  portraits  in  tbe  Hall)  would  have  broken  into 
voice  to  rebuke  tne  recreant  American — the  slanderer  of  the  dead.  (Great  applause 
and  counter  applause.)  Tlie  fentlemao  said  that  be  should  sink  into  insignificance,  if 
he  dared  to  gainsay  tbe  principles  of  these  resolutions.  Sir,  for  the  sentiments  he  has 
ottered,  on  soil  consecrated  by  the  prayers  of  PuriUns  and  the  bkxxl  of  Patriots,  tbe 
earth  shoukl  have  yawned  and  swallowed  him  up !  (Here  the  agitation  continued  for 
some  time,  before  tbe  speaker  could  be  beard.) 

It  was  obviously  the  design  of  the  Attorney  General,  either 
to  effect  a  sudden  dissolution  of  the  meeting  by  an  indefinite 
postponement  of  the  resolutions  under  consideration,  or  else  to 
break  it  up  in  a  violent  manner.  Finding,  however,  that  too 
large  a  portion  of  the  assembly  were  the  friends  of  order,  he 
withdrew  at  the  close  of  his  remarks — anticipating,  probably,  a 
rebuke  such  as  was  given  to  him  by  Mr.  Phillips.  Mr.  P.  was 
followed  by  George  Bond,  Esq.  who  said  that  he  came  to  the 
meeting,  determined  to  be  silent,  but  the  extraordinary  speech 
of  the  Attorney  General  had  changed  his  determination.  *  I 
leave  to  him,'  he  said,  *  the  enjoyment  of  all  the  happiness,  all 
the  consolation  he  can  derive,  on  further  reflection,  from  the 
parallel  he  drew  between  the  supposed  case  of  the  wild  beasts 
of  a  menagerie  and  the  blacks.  I  also  leave  to  him  the  full 
benefit  of  his  comparison  between  the  murderous  mob  at  Alton, 
and  that  first  act  of  our  glorious  Revolution,  the  destruction  of 
the  tea/  At  the  conclusion  of  his  remarks,  the  resolutions 
were  put  and  adopted  by  an  overwhelming  majority.    Tbe  ef- 
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lact  of  the  ineetiog  upon  public  sentiment,  at  home  and  abroad, 
was  highly  salutary.  It  remains  to  be  seen,  whether  the  Attor- 
ney General  will  escape  Impeachment  for  his  seditious  harangue. 
A  sermon,  deliirered  by  the  Rev.  Hubbard  Winslow,  of  Bos- 
ton, on  Thanksgiving  Day,  contains  sentiments  as  clisoi^nizing 
and  atrocious  as  those  uttered  by  Mr.  Austin.  The  principles 
and  measures  of  the  abolitionists,  he  declares,  '  only  tend  to 
place  the  abolition  of  slavery  at  a  more  hopeless  distance,  or  to  ^ 
fill  the  land  with  violence  and  blood  ; '  and  he  '  considers  the 
mournful  disaster  at  Alton  as  the  legitimate  result  of  the  opera- 
tion of  those  unchristian  principles  and  measures ' ! ! — ^  In  all 
republican  governments,'  he  maintains,  ^  a  mob  is  the  natural 
consequence '  of  freedom  of  speech ;  and  to  exercise  that  free- 
dom, boldly  and  independently,  in  opposition  to  public  senti- 
ment, is  ^  to  prostrate  all  laws,  render  every  thing  unsafe,  and 
introduce  the  mo&t  tyrannical  slavery  ' ! — So  that,  in  order  to 
be  protected,  enjoy  liberty,  and  sustain  government,  we  must 
<  follow  the  multitude,'  even  if  they  run  '  to  do  evil,'  and  swim 
with  the  popular  current — because  '  it  is  in  vain  to  call  upon 
civil  magistrates  to  protect  us,  if  we  press  too  severely  upon 
public  sentimem ' ! ! — ^In  tb^  opinion  of  Mr.  Winslow,  Love- 
joy  and  his  associates  were  as  guilty  as  their  murderous  assail- 
ants ;  and  he  warns  hb  people,  ^  Go  not  with  disorganizers — 
with  rioters,  on  the  one  hand,  nor  with  those  who  rashly  excite 
them,  on  the  other : '  *  they  are  the  two  great  enemies  to  our 
i-BEE  institutions ' ! ! — «  Republican  liberty,'  he  says,  *  b  not 
the  liberty  to  say  and  do  just  what  one  pleases — but  liberty  to 
say  and  do  what  the  jtrevaiKng  voice  and  unll  of  the  brother- 
hood ufiU  allow  and  protect '  /  / — Such  sentiments  are  treason 
against  the  moral  government  of  God,  a  libel  upon  republican 
institutions,  and  at  war  with  the  common  sense  of  mankind  ; 
and  the  minbter  who  could  not  only  utter  them  from  his  pulpit, 
bt»t  publbh  them  in  a  pamphlet,  deserves  neither  the  respect 
nor  confidence  of  the  people,  but  is  manifestly  *  a  wolf  in  sheep's 
clothing,'  or  at  least  a  servile  hireling,  whose  god  b  *  public 
opinion.' 
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In  the  last  Annual  Report,  the  Managers  felt  called  upon  to 
express  the  most  gloomy  apprehensions  as  to  the  probability  of 
the  annexation  of  Texas  to  the  Union.     The  manner  in  which 
that   vast  territory'  had   been  invaded   and   revolutionized  by 
American  adventurers — the  enthusiasm  with  which  that  event 
had  been  hailed  in  this  country — the  connivance  of  our  govern- 
ment at  the  outrage,  and  its  utter  faithlessness  toward  Mexico 
— the  stealthy  and  extraordinary  recognition  of  the  independence 
of  Texas  at  the  close  of  the  last  session  of  Congress — and, 
above  all,  the  avowed  determination  of  the  South  to  form  the 
alliance  at  all  hazards — these  things  served  to  fill  the  minds  of 
reSecting  men  with  despondency,  almost  with  despair.     But  the 
abolitionists,  true  to  their  principles  and  professions,  resolved  to 
bend  all  their  energies  to  the  grand  object  of  defeating  the 
machinations  of  Texas  and  the  South.     They  sounded  a  tocsfai 
of  alarm  that  roused  the  land  to  a  sense  of  its  danger ;  they  sent 
their  appeals,  warnings  and  remonstrances  into  every  part  of  the 
republic  ;  they  held  public  meetings,  by  day  and  by  night,  with 
reference  solely  to  this  momentous  question  ;  they  covered  the 
entire  surface  of  the  nation  with  tracts,  circulars  and  papers^ 
revealing  the  designs  of  the  southern  planters ;  in  short,  they 
put  into  motion  all  that  has  been  done  for  the  perpetual  exclu- 
sbn  of  Texas  from  the  American  confederacy.     At  the  extra 
session  of  Congress  in  September  last,  through  their  instrumen- 
tality, in  the  course  of  a  few  weeks,  many  thousand  petitionSi 
signed  by  hundreds  of  thousands  of  men  and  women,  were  receiv- 
ed by  that  body,  remonstrating  against  the  annexation  in  strong 
and  emphatic  language.     Never  before  had  the  people  made 
such   a  demonstration  of  their  will,  in   the  form  of  petition. 
Happily,  that  session  ended  without  affecting  the  so  much  dread- 
ed alliance.     What  the  present  session  of  Congress  shall  de- 
termine, is  problematical ;  but  there  is  reason  to  believe,  that, 
so  unanimous  are  the  feelings  of  the  people  of  the  free  States, 
in  opposition  to  the  measure,  and  so  powerfully  have  these  feel- 
ings been  expressed,  that  their  Senators  and  Representatives 
will  oppose  it  in  an  almost  unbroken  phalanx.     Multitudes  of 
petitions,  protesting  against  the  incorporation,  are  flowing  into 
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Congress,  daily  and  hourly.  The  General  Assembly  of  Rhode 
Island,  at  their  October  Session,  passed  some  very  strong  reso- 
lutions on  the  subject,  in  which  the  conviction  was  expressed, 
'  that  the  free  people  of  these  States  will  look  upon  any  attempt 
to  introduce  the  foreign  territory  of  Texas,  er  any  other  foreign 
territory  or  nation,  into  this  Union,  as  a  constituent  member  or 
members  thereof,  as  manifesting  a  willingness  to  prostrate  the 
Constitution  and  dissolve  the  Union.*  The  Legislature  of  Ver- 
mont have  also  solemnly  protested,  in  the  name  of  the  people 
of  that  State,  *  against  any  such  annexation  in  any  form.' 
Other  legislatures  have  the  subject  under  consideration,  and,  it 
is  to  be  presumed,  will  utter  the  same  sentiments.  From  the 
Legislature  of  this  Commonwealth,  now  in  session,  (to  whom  a 
great  number  of  petitions  have  been  sent,)  we  have  a  right  to 
expect  an  expression  of  views,  worthy  of  the  free  spirit  of 
Massachusetts.  * 

To  the  Rev.  Dr.  Channing  belongs  the  credit  of  having  done 
much  towards  giving  a  healthy  tone  to  public  sentiment,  and 
thus  preventing  the  admission  of  Texas  into  the  Union,  by  a 
Letter  which  he  addressed  to  Henry  Clay,  and  which  has  re- 
ceived the  acclamations  of  millions. 

Though  we  may  now  cherish  the  hope  that  the  danger  b 
over,  yet  the  people  must  keep  a  vigilant  eye  upon  their  repre- 
sentatives in  Congress,  and  be  ready  to  meet  any  emergency 
growing  out  of  this  matter.  Probably  an  attempt  will  be  made, 
at  the  close  of  the  present  session,  in  the  absence  of  northern 
members,  and  when  there  can  be  no  time  for  discussion,  to  ef- 
fect the  annexation.  Should  such  a  game  be  played,  the  South 
may  rely  upon  it  that  the  North  will  never  submit.     That  the 

*  Since  tbe  annual  meeting,  the  Committee  of  the  Legialatare,  to  whom  the  peti- 
tioot  in  relation  to  Texai  were  referredi  have  made  a  laminoui  Report,  accompanied 
by  a  preamble  and  reaolutioM,  which  have  been  ananimoualy  adopted  bj  both  Honies. 
Tbe  following  i*  one  of  the  reiolutiona  : 

*  Resoivedi  That  we,  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representativef,  in  General  CVnirl 
aiaembled,  do,  in  the  name  ol  the  people  of  Manachuietis,  earnestly  and  aolemnly 
protest  against  the  incorporatioa  of  Texas  mto  this  Union,  and  declare  that  no  act 
done,  or  compact  made,  for  this  porpoae,  by  the  government  of  the  United  fitatef, 
WIU*  BE  BINPINQ  ON  THE  STATES,  OH  TlfE  PEOPLE.' 
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South  18  determineci  to  carry  its  point,  if  possible,  is  evident 
from  the  recent  declaration  of  Mr.  Preston,  in  the  U.  S.  Senate, 
that  early  in  February  he  shall  bring  in  a  measure  for  the  an- 
nexation of  Texas  into  the  Union.  In  the  report  of  a  select 
committee  of  the  Legislature  of  Mississippi,  this  annexation  is 
spoken  of  as  ^  of  most  imperious  necessity  to  the  future  safety 
and  happiness  of  the  southern  States  of  this  confederacy.' 
Alluding  to  slavery,  the  committee  aver  that  ^  this  system  is 
cherished  by  our  constituents  as  the  very  palladium  of  their 
prosperity  and  happiness  ^ — that  ^the  South  does  not  possess 
within  her  limits  a  blessing  with  which  the  affections  of  her 
people  are  so  closely  entwined,  and  so  completely  enfibred,  and 
whose  value  is  more  highly  appreciated,  than  slavery ' — that 
'  to  this  system,  we  owe  more  than  we  can  well  estimate  of  do" 
mestic  comfort  and  social  happiness  ' — that  *  to  it  are  we  chief- 
ly indebted  for  the  lofty  spirit  of  liberty^  which  so  eminently 
distinguishes  the  proud  and  high-minded  inhabitants  of  this 
happy  region' — and  that  *  we  declare  it  to  be  our  own  inherent, 
CHERISHED,  and  VENERATED  DOMESTIC  SYSTEM, 
which  every  southern  man,  worthy  the  name,  is  resolved  before 
high  Heaven  to  protect  and  sustain,  if  need  be,  even  at  the 
hazard  of  his  life.'  Though  ^  scorning  to  dwell  in  argument,' 
the  committee  (excellent  pupils  of  Prof  Stuart,  President  Fisk, 
and  Dr.  Bangs)  condescend  to  state,  for  the  information  of  the 
ignorant,  that  *  slavery  is  a  system*  expressly  recommended  in 
the  Old  Testament,  and  not  inhibited  in  the  New,  and  should, 
therefore,  set  at  rest  the  most  fastidious  scruples.'  There  is, 
consequently,  no  more  to  be  said  on  the  subject.  These  barba- 
rous and  blasphemous  sentiments  were  unanimously  responded 
to  by  the  Legislature  of  Mississippi,  and  no  one  in  all  the  South 
has  ventured  publicly  to  express  his  dissent  from  them. 

At  the  opening  of  the  present  session  of  Congress,  a  flood  of 
petitions  for  the  abolition  of  slavery  and  the  slave  trade  in  the 
District  of  Columbia,  be.  be.  went  pouring  into  both  houses,  in 
an  unprecedented  manner.  Mr.  Slade,  of  Vermont,  in  pre- 
senting a  memorial  from  certain  inhabitants  of  that  State,  moved 
its  reference  to  a  select  committee,  vnth  instructions  to  report 
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a  hill  for  the  aboUHon  of  slavery  in  the  DUtrict.  He  tben 
proceeded,  in  a  caDdid  and  able  manner,  to  discuss  the  ali«;tract 
question  of  slavery,  and  to  prove  that  it  is  a  violation  of  the 
laws  of  God,  and  the  principles  of  the  Consti(ution<r  The  house 
was  thrown  into  a  tremendous  excitement.  Mr.  Slade  was  vo- 
ciferously called  to  order  by  various  southern  members — but, 
resolutely  persisting  in  his  noble  purpose,  Mr.  Wise,  of  Virginia, 
rose  and  called  upon  the  southern  delegation  to  leave  the  hall ! 
'  Agreed  ! '  *  Agreed !  *  *  Agreed  !  *  was  responded  by  a  dozen 
voices,  and  in  company  with  twenty  or  twenty-five  members 
from  the  southern  states,  Mr.  Wise  left  the  hall.  Mr.  Rbett, 
of  S.  C.  gave  notice,  that  the  southern  delegation  would  meet 
in  the  District  of  Columbia  committee  room  at  7  o'clock.  In 
the  midst  of  the  confusion,  Mr.  Slade  calmly  begged  permission 
to  proceed  !  Being  again  called  to  order,  the  Speaker  told  him 
to  take  his  seat ;  and  the  house,  on  motion,  then  adjourned. 

The  factious  meeting  of  the  southern  members  was  held  in 
the  evening,  and  continued  till  near  midnight.  It  is  said  that 
all  the  senators  from  the  slaveholding  States,  except  Clay  and 
Benton,  and  most  of  the  representatives,  were  present.  Ha- 
rangues were  made  by  Messrs.  Calhoun,  Preston,  Rives,  and 
Crittenden,  of  the  Senate,  and  Messrs.  Wise,  Menifee,  Cal- 
hoon  of  Ky.  and  others,  of  the  House.  The  mighty  result  of 
the  deliberations  of  this  band  of  conspirators  was  the  appoint- 
ment of  Mr.  Patton,  of  Va.  to  offer  a  resolution  in  the  House 
the  next  morning,  which  he  did  accordingly,  in  the  following 
words : 

'  Reiohed,  That  all  petitions,  memorials,  and  papers,  toacbing  the  abolition  of 
slavery,  or  the  baying,  selling,  or  transferring  of  slaves  in  any  state,  district,  or  ter- 
ritory of  the  United  States,  be  laid  o^n  the  table,  witboat  being  dtbaUd,  priaiady 
read,  or  referred,  and  that  no  further  action  whatever  shall  be  had  thereon.' 

Mr.  Patton  moved  the  previous  question,  after  prefacing  his 
resolution  with  some  remarks.  In  vain  did  Mr.  Adams  attempt 
to  obtain  a  hearing,  a  Bedlam  outcry  being  raised  against  him. 
When  the  main  question  was  put,  Will  the  House  agree  to  the 
resolution,  Mr.  Adams  rose  and  said,  amid  shouts  of  <  order ! ' 
^  order  I '  as  he  proceeded,  *  I  consider  the  resolotion  a  vidatioa 
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of  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States— of  the  rights  of  mj 
constituents,  and  the  people  of  the  United  States,  *to  petition — 
and  to  iny  right  of  freedom  of  speech  as  a  member  of  this 
House.'  He  therefore  declined  answering  *  Ay ^  or  'No.'  The 
vote  stood,  yeas  122,  nays  74.  Thus  the  sacred  right  of  peti- 
tion has  again  been  immolated  upon  the  altar  of  slavery.  The 
above  resolution  is  not  only  destructive  of  that  right,  but  it  de- 
prives the  people  of  representation,  inasmuch  as  their  represen- 
tatives are  gagged  upon  the  floor  of  Congress.  Yet  it  was  pass- 
ed by  northern  votes !     O  servile  degradation  ! 

In  the  Senate,  the  petitions  have  received  a  similar  treatment, 
all  of  them  having  been  laid  upon  the  table  without  reading  or 
reference.  In  the  vain  hope  of  arresting  anti-slavery  proceed- 
ings, Mr.  Calhoun  has  succeeded  in  getting  the  Senate  to  adopt 
(by  a  vote  of  3  to  1)  a  string  of  resolutions,  as  absurd  and  falla- 
cious in  their  reasoning,  as  they  will  assuredly  prove  abortive  in 
their  design.  [See  Appendix.]  Passed,  too,  by  northern  votes  ! 

To  Messrs.  Adams  and  Slade  of  the  House,  and  Morris  of 
the  Senate,  the  thanks  and  applause  of  the  lovers  of  liberty  are 
due,  for  their  unfaltering  course  and  noble  defence  of  our  cause. 
Their  names  will  be  cherished  by  posterity. 

Among  the  most  important  events  of  the  last  year  may  be 
reckoned  the  Convention  of  American  Women  in  the  city  of 
New- York,  in  May  last,  to  deliberate  upon  measures  and  to  es- 
tablish a,  system  of  ojperations  to  hasten  the  downfal  of  slavery. 
The  conception  of  such  a  Convention  was  sublime  :  its  influence 
has  been  glorious.  Its  proceedings  have  been  published  to  the 
world,  and  exhibit  high  intelligence  and  great  moral  power.  It 
is  not  flattery,  but  simple  truth  to  aiBrm,  that  the  abolition  cause 
is  mainly  indebted,  under  God,  to  the  maids  and  matrons  of 
America  for  its  means,  its  vitality,  and  its  wonderful  success. 
Without  their  co-operation,  it  would  languish  and  expire.  No 
praise  can  exceed  their  fidelity,  courage,  activity,  self-denial 
and  devotedness.     The  palm  and  the  crown  are  theirs. 

In  this  Slate,  during  the  past  year,  the  cause  has  been  greatly 
advanced  by  the  labors  of  Messrs.  Phelps,  Slantoo,  Bimey,  Cod- 
ding, May,  Scott,  St.  Clair,  Phillips,  be. ;  but  in  a  special  man- 
ner by  our  gifted  South  Carolina  sisters,  S.  M.  &  A.  E.  Grimke. 
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PROCEEDINGS 

OP   THE 

MASSACHUSETTS  ANTI-SLAVERY  SOCIETY, 

AT  ITa 

9ZXTB  Alf  If  VAZi  MBBTZlf  CI, 

HELD   IN    BOSTON,   JANUARY   24,    1838. 


'  Wednbsday  Mornino^  Jan.  24,  1888. 

Parsaant  to  tbe  call  thereof,  the  Massachusetts  Anti^Slavery 
Society  held  its  Sixth  Annual  Meeting  in  the  Chapel  connected 
with  the  Marlborough  Hotel,  at  10  o'clock,  A.  M. 

Francis  Jackson,  E«q.  President  of  the  Society,  took  the  chair, 
and  called  the  meeting  to  order*  Prayer  was  offered  by  Rev.  J. 
Horton,  of  Boston. 

Wm.  M.  Chace,  of  Providence,  R.  I.  was  chosen  Secretary. 

On  motion,  a  committee  to  bring  forward  business  was  appoint- 
ed by  the  chair,  consisting  of  the  following  gentlemen  : 

A.  A.  Phelps,  O.  j^tt,  S.  J.  May,  W.  L.  Garrison,  J.  Horton, 
Dexter  Fairbanks,  J.  T.  Ward,  Wis.  Bassett,  O.  Johnson,  C.  P. 
Grosvenor,  J.  C.  White. 

On  motion,  it  was  voted  to  appoint  a  committee  of  one  from 
each  county,  to  nominate  officers  of  the  Society,  for  the  ensuing 
year.    The  following  gentlemen  were  appointed : 

Amos  A.  Phelps,  Suffolk  ;  James  Buffbm,  Essex ;  Geo.  Russell, 
Plymouth;  J.  M.  Earle,  Worcester;  L.  Boutell,  Middlesex; 
Charles  Anthony^  Bristol ;  Isaac  Austin,  Nantucket ;  Elias  Rich- 
ards, Norfolk. 
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The  Annual  Report  of  the  Board  of  Managers  was  now  called 
for.  Mr.  Garrison  rose  and  said,  he  shouId.be  able  to  read  only  a 
part  of  the  Report  to-day.  There  were  several  important  topics 
on  which  he  had  as  yet  been  able  to  write  nothing,  owing  to  se- 
rere  physical  indisposition. 

After  the  reading  of  the  Report — 

Mr.  May  moved,  that  the  report,  so  far  as  submitted,  be  publish- 
ed under  the  supervision  of  the  executive  committee,  as  extensive- 
ly as  the  funds  of  the  society  will  permit.  I  ask  that  it  may  be 
published  under  the  supervision  of  the  executive  committee,  be- 
cause it  should  go  out  as  the  act  of  the  society  ;  and  because,  for 
myself,  there  are  one  or  two  expressions  to  which  I  object.  But,  I 
by  no  means  wish  to  detract  from  the  spirit  of  the  report.  I  thank 
our  brother  for  setting  us  an  example,  how  we  shall  go  forth  iu  this 
cause  the  ensuing  year. 

Mr.  President,  it  may  seem  to  mere  lookers  on,  in  this  matter, 
that  this  report  has  little  to  do  with  slavery.  It  is  about  the  rights 
of  the  free.  Little  has  been  said,  I  know,  about  the  slave.  But 
why  is  this  ?  Because  we  are  not,  ourselves,  as  we  supposed, yrcc. 
How  can  we  stretch  out  our  hands  for  the  relief  of  the  slave,  if 
that  hand  is  chained?  How  shall  we  plead  his  cause,  if  our  lips 
are  padlocked  ?  Events  have  shown  that  it  is  even  so  with  us.  It 
is  then  but  a  preliminary  measure,  in  the  cause  of  the  enslaved^ 
that  we  secure  our  own  rights.  The  course  of  events  has  shown 
it  to  be  a  great  principle  of  God's  moral  government,  in  the  agita- 
tion of  this  subject,  that  no  man  can  live  to  himself  loith  impunity 
— no  man  can  be  free  to  himself  with  impunity — no  man  can  be 
be  a  slave  to  himself — for  in  submitting  to  slavery,  or  in  consent- 
ing to  have  it  enforced  upon  any,  he  implicates  the  rights  of  others 
or  of  himself.  We  did  not  know  it.  But  it  is  a  principle  in  God's 
moral  government.  Thanks  to  his  name,  that  he  basso  bound  to- 
gether parts  of  the  human  family.  We  have  so  long  acquiesced  in 
the  enslavement  of  our  brethren,  that  the  yoke  is  even  now  almost 
fastened  upon  our  own  shoulders.  But  it  cannot  be  fastened  here  ! 
— Only  let  the  people  know  their  situation,  and  it  will  be  like  the 
green  withs  that  bound  Sampson.  Our  brother  Garrison  has  done 
us  a  favor  in  thus  exhibiting  to  us  our  situation.  And  I  rejoice  to 
find  that  this  knowledge  is  spreading.  I  this  morning  took  up  a 
paper  in  Boston,  by  no  means  noted  for  its  friendliness  to  this 
cause,  [the  Atlas,]  in  which  I  find  the  acknowledgement  that 
things  are  just  as  Mr.  Garrison  has  stated  in  his  report. 

We  have  been  endeavoring  for  years  to  make  our  fellow  citizens 
understand  this;  (one  of  the  earliest  and  ablest  anti-slavery  publi- 
cations, Mrs.  Child's  Appeal,  contains  a  chapter  in  which  this  is 
fully  exposed,)  and  now  they  are  coming  to  see  that  what  we  hare 
told  them  on  this  subject  is  true. 
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There  is  in  the  tame  paper  an  article  on  the  right  of  petition, 
(in  regard  (o  which  the  rights  of  the  people  have  been  so  outrage- 
ously assaulted  by  their  representatives,)  in  which  that  right  was 
exhibited  in  its  true  light.  I  hope  it  will  be  copied  and  published/ 
in  connexion  with  the  proceedings  of  this  meeting,  as  a  conce^ 
sion  of  the  principles  for  which  we  have  been  contending. 

But  let  me,  in  this  connexion,  read  part  of  a  letter  from  that 
roan,  of  whom  scarcely  too  much  can  be  said  in  his  praise — I  mean 
the  Hon.  Joitn  Qdincy  Adams.    [The  extract  not  obtained.] 

How  in  point  is  this  letter!  I  read  with  emphasis  one  sen- 
tence. I  repeat  it.  '  Nothing  can  be  effected  till  the  people  shall 
be  aroused  to  see  and  feel  that  the  contest  is  for  their  own  free- 
dom, not  less  than  for  the  liberty  of  the  enslaved.'  It  is  exactly  in 
connexion  with  this,  that  I  wish  the  exposition  that  brother  Garri- 
son has  given  of  the  present  state  of  things,  to  go  forth  and  spread 
through  the  land.  It  is  not  that  he  has  forgotten  the  slave.  That  can 
never  be  while  he  lives.  But  that  the  people  must  bo  made  to  feel 
that  their  own  rights  are  implicated.  We  cannot  enjoy  liberty, 
while  multitudes  in  our  country  are  trodden  under  foot.  We  can- 
not acquiesce  in  such  a  system  of  unrighteousness  with  impunity 
to  ourselves.  I  thank  God  that  we  cannot.  I  hope  the  report  just 
presented  will  be  circulated  as  extensively  as  the  funds  of  the  so- 
ciety will  admit,  for  it  wiU  do  much  to  make  the  people  see  that 
we  cannot  enjoy  freedom  under  a  government  that  enforces  slave- 
ry. We  cannot  think  that  the  people  of  these  United  States  can- 
not be  rallied  to  maintain  the  right  of  petition,  the  freedom  of 
speech  and  of  the  press.  I  believe  it  is  only  necessary  for  them 
to  see  just  how  these  rights  have  been  violated,  to  lead  them  to 
rally  round  our  liberties.  It  is  necessary  that  such  a  document  as 
we  have  heard,  should  be  sent  all  round  the  country.  We  are 
hearing  from  others  smooth  things — flattering  words.  In  view  of 
many  in  high  places,  there  is  nothing  alarming  in  the  state  of  our 
country.  Even  our  Governor  has  told  us,  in  his  late  thanksgiving 
proclamation,  that  the  '  substantial  elements  of  our  prosperity  are 
all  unimpaired.'  Did  you  notice  this  sentence  in  his  Proclama- 
tion, Mr.  President  ?  If  you  did,  I  know  you  were  shocked  at  it 
But,  Sir,  the  same  sentiment  has  been  uttered  from  a  still  higher 

flace.  You  will  find  the  same,  (almost  in  the  same  words,)  in  our 
resident's  late  annual  message.  We  must  not  rely  upon  what  the 
great  men  of  the  nation  tell  us.  They  prophesy  falsely  I  The 
substantial  elements  of  our  prosperity  are  greatly  impaired.  It  is 
only  necessary  for  the  people  to  see  this,  and  they  will  fly  to  the 
rescue,  and  do  what  they  may  to  repair  them.  Therefore  I  move 
that  this  Report  be  published,  and  be  disttibuted  far  and  wide. 

The  motion  was  unanimously  agreed  to. 

H.  G.  Chapman,  Esq.,  Treasurer,  submitted  his  Report,  which, 
being  duly  audited,  was  accepted. 
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Mr.  Stanton  announced  that  he  happened  to  be  ia  the  Repre- 

sentatiFes'  hall,  this  day,  when  the  petition  was  presented  for  the 
use  of  the  hall,  for  a  meeting  of  this  society  on  Friday  evening. 
He  said  a  motion  was  made  to  refer  the  motion  to  the  committee 
on  public  buildings,  which  was  lost,  ayes  118,  nays  156.  Some, 
be  supposed,  roted  for  this  resolution,  expecting  thereby  to  gi?e 
the  petition  the  go-by,  and  others,  supposing  it  to  be  the  proper 
course.  On  motion  of  Mr.  Brown  of  Lynn,  the  use  of  the  hall 
was  voted  by  a  large  majority. 
On  motion,  voted  to  adjourn  to  3  o'clock  in  the  afternoon. 

WEDNESDAY  AFTERNOON. 

3  o'clock,  P.  M.     The  President  in  the  chair. 

Prayer  by  Rev.  S.  Lincoln,  of  Gardner.  A.  A.  Phelps  from  the 
Committee  to  nominate  officers  for  the  year  ensuing,  made  a 
report,  which  was  accepted,  and  the  gentlemen  elected. 

On  motion,  the  following  gentlemen  were  appointed  a  commit- 
tee on  finance — viz.  S.  J.  May,  J.  E.  Fuller,  H.  G.  Chapman,  W. 
Bassett,  and  A.  St.  Clair. 

Mr.  Phelps  submitted  a  series  of  resolutions  on  the  subject  of 
the  Congressional  gag-resolution  of  Dec.  21st,  as  follows  : 

CONGRESSIONAL   GAG-LAW» 

Resolved,  That  the  resolutfon  adopted  in  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives of  the  United  States,  on  the  2l8t  of  December  last, 
whereby  all  memorials,  petitions  and  papers,  touching  the  abolition 
of  slavery,  or  the  buying,  selling,  or  transfer  of  slaves  in  any 
State,  territory  or  district  of  the  United  Stales,  are  laid  on  the  ta- 
ble, without  reading,  reference,  or  printing,  is  a  virtual  denial  of 
the  sacred  right  of  petition,  a  gross  insult  to  the  people,  and  a  dar- 
ing violation  of  the  American  Constitution. 

Resolved,  That  the  adoption  of  such  a  resolution  furnishes  fresh 
evidence  of  the  awful  degeneracy  of  this  nation,  and  a  sUrtling 
exhibition  of  the  nature  and  spirit  of  slavery — a  system  which  de- 
nies to  iU  wretched  victims  the  right  to  pray  for  relief,  and  then 
tramples  on  the  solemn  provisions  of  the  Constitution,  in  order  to 
enforce  silence  upon  freemen. 

Resolved,  That  those  representatives  from  the  free  States,  who 
voted  for  that  resolution,  have  proved  themselves  recreant  to  their 
high  trust,  and  deserve  the  reprobation,  not  only  of  their  constitu- 
ents, whose  rights  they  have  so  grossly  betrayed,  but  of  the  friends 
of  freedom  and  free  institutions  throughout  the  world. 

Resolved,  That  John  Quincy  Adams,  in  declaring  in  his  place 
that  the  resolution  in  question  was  unconstitutional,  and  li  viola- 
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iion  of  the  right.of  speech  and  debate,  has  furnished  an  example 
of  moral  courage  and  heroic  firmness  in  defence  of  the  people's 
rights,  which  entitles  him  to  the  warmest  thanks  of  e?ery  friend  ef 
liberty ;  and  that  those  representatives  who  voted  against  the  reso- 
lution are  entitled  to  our  cordial  approbation  for  resisting  a  meas- 
ure fraught  with  such  direful  consequences  to  the  country. 

Resolved,  That  the  question  which  this  resolution  presents  to 
the  people  of  the  free  states  is  a  question  of  liberty  or  slavery  for 
themselves  and  their  posterity — that  on  such  a  question  there  can 
be  no  neutrality,  no  middle  ground — and  that  it  is  the  solemn  and 
imperious  duty  of  the  people,  without  distinction  of  sect,  party  or 
sex,  to  send  in  their  united  remonstrances  against  it,  and  to  call 
upon  their  representatives,  in  a  firm  and  decided  tone,  and  in  the 
name  of  all  that  is  sacred  in  human  liberty,  IMMEDIATELY 
TO  RESCIND  IT. 

Resolved,  That  the  threat  recently  uttered  on  the  floor  of  the 
United  States  Senate,  by  Mr.  Preston  of  South  Carolina,  that  the 
citizens  of  that  State,  in  spite  of  the  interference  of  all  the  gov- 
ernments on  earth,  will  *  HANG '  eVery  northern  freeman  who 
believes  in  the  doctrine  of  the  Declaration  of  Independence,  and 
whom  they  can  *  catch  '  within  their  borders,  was  a  gross  insult 
to  the  people  of  the  Free  States,  and  affords  a  striking  exhibition 
of  that  spirit  of  ruffianism  and  murder  which  is  inseparable  from 
slavery. 

Resolved,  That  Northern  Senators,'  in  sufibring  that  threat  to 
pass  unrebuked,  have  manifested  a  spirit  of  pusillanimity  deroga- 
tory to  their  character  as  men,  and  to  their  station  as  the  represen- 
tatives of  freemen  ;  and  that  they  are  themselves  deserving  of  the 
stern  rebuke  of  their  insulted  constituents. 

Resolved,  That  a  copy  of  these  resolutions,  signed  by  the  Pres- 
ident and  Secretary  of  this  Society,  bo  sent  to  every  member  of 
the  Senate  of  the  United  States. 

The  foregoing  resolutions  were  discussed  at  length  by  Messrs. 
Phelps,  Stanton,  Harris,  &c.  In  the  course  of  Mr.  Harris's  re- 
marks, some.of  which  were  extremely  ridiculous,  there  was  much 
laughter  and  confusion ;  and  as  it  was  thought  that  there  was  a 
disposition,  on  the  part  of  some  individuals,  to  laugh  or  hiss  him 
down,  on  motion  of  Mr.  May,  the  following  resolution  was  passed  : 

'  That,  as  abolitionists,  we  repudiate  any  attempt  on  the  part  of 
.  any  one,  to  hiss  or  put  down  any  man,  because  he  utters  sentiments 
in  our  meetings  which  do  not  accord  with  our  own.' 

The  resolutions  were  laid  on  the  table  till  the  evening,  and  the 
Society  then  adjourned  to  6  1-2  o'clock. 
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VI 

WEDNESDAY  EVENING. 

Society  met  agreeably  to  adjournment,  the  President  in  the  chait. 

Prayer  by  Rev.  C.  T.  Torrey,  of  Salem. 

*  Congressional  gag-law  *  being  the  order  of  the  evening,  the 
resolutions  on  that  subject  were  debated  by  Messrs.  A.  A.  Phelps, 
N.  Colver,  J.  W.  Browne,  W.  Phillips,  Mr.  Mack,  O.  Johnson  and 
C.  P.  Grosvenor,  and  then  unanimously  adopted. 

The  committee  then  submitted  a  resolution,  in  reference  to  the 
definition  of  republican  liberty,  in  a  recent  sermon  of  Rev.  H. 
Winslow,  of  this  city,  which,  after  some  debate,  was  laid  upon  the 
table  to  be  taken  up  at  the  next  session  ;  and  the  Society  adjourn- 
ed to  meet  at  the  same  place,  Thursday,  at  3  o'clock,  P.  M. 

THURSDAY  AFTERN(X)N. 

Meeting  called  to  order  by  the  President. 

Prayer  by  Rev«  George  Goodyear,  of  Ashbnrnham. 

The  resolutions  in  reference  to  Hubbard  Winslow's  '  republican 
liberty  '  was  called  up  ;  and  was  discussed  by  Messrs.  Scott,  Allen, 
Phelps,  May,  Horton,  Colver,  Toolhaker,  and  Torrey ;  and  then 
adopted  with  but  two  dissenting  votes,  as  follows : 

Resolved,  That  the  doctrine  recently  promulgated  by  the  Rev. 
Hubbard  Winslow,  a  popular  preacher  in  the  city  of  Boston,  and 
echoed  from  the  presses  with  commendation,  that  '  Republican 
liberty  is  only  the  liberty  to  say  and  do  what  the  prevailing  voice 
and  will  of  the  brotherhood  will  allow  and  protect,'  is  a  sentiment 
that  deserves  the  execration  of  all  who  mean  to  preserve  their  civil 
or  religious  freedom.  It  is  a  sentiment,  which,  should  it  be  dis* 
•eminated,  until  it  becomes  the  public  opinion  of  our  country, 
would  leave  us  little  more  liberty  of  speech  than  the  slaves  them- 
selves enjoy ;  who  are  doubtless  free  to  speak  as  their  masters 
please. 

Resolved,  That  it  is  I  he  inestimable  right  of  the  minority,  how- 
ever small,  ay,  of  a  single  individual,  however  humble,  to  utter 
any  thought  he  may  deem  important — to  speak  as  pleases  himself 
—  being  amenable,  as  a  man,  in  the  first  instance,  to  the  higher 
laws  of  conscience  and  God,  which  should  restrain  him  from  all 
abuse  of  so  high  a  right ;  and  in  the  second  place,  as  a  citizen,  to 
constitutional  laws — and  that  the  doctrine  referred  to  goes  to  de- 
throne God  from  his  moral  government,  inasmuch  as  it  substitutes 
tho  will  of  the  human  brotherhood  for  the  eternal  principles  of 
truth  and  righteousness. 

Adjourned  to  1-2  past  6  o'clock. 
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THURSDAY  EVENING. 
President  in  the  chair.     Prayer  by  Rcy.  O.  Scott.    Rev.  S.  J. 
May,  chairman  of  committee  on   Finance,  submitted  a  report. 
The  subject  of  funds  was  then  ably  discussed  by  several  speakers, 
and  on  motion  of  Mr.  May,  it  was 

Resolved,  That  the  auxiliaries  of  the  Massachusetts  Anti-Slave- 
ry Society  pay  into  the  Treasury  of  the  Society,  during  the  ensu- 
ing year,  at  least  ten  thousand  dollars,  to  be  expended  under  the 
direction  of  the  Board  of  Managers ;  and  that  all  not  expended  in 
the  operations  of  this  Society  shall  be  paid  to  the  Treasurer  of  the 
American  Anti-Slavery  Society. 

The  taking  of  pledges  was  deferred  by  vote  until  to-morrow ; 
and  Mr.  Torrey  accordingly  moved  that  those  gentlemen  now 
present,  and  who  will  not  be  then,  come  forward  and  give  in  their 
pledges  now.     Several  pledges  were  received. 

The  committee  on  boeiness  then  submitted  a  resolution  in  refer- 
ence to  the  recent  speech  of  Attorney  General  J.  T.  Austin,  in 
Fanenil  Hall,  which  was  discussed  by  Messrs^May,  Stanton,  Re- 
mond  and  others,  and  unanimously  adopted  as  follows : 

Resolved,  That  the  speech  of  James  T.  Austin,  at  the  late 
meeting  in  Faneuil  Hall,  excites  our  indignation  and  pity  for  him, 
as  a  christian,  a  lawyer,  and  a  citizen.  As  a  christian,  that  he 
could  so  far  forget  the  brotherhood  of  those  whom  Christ  came  to 
save,  as  to  compare  a  large  class  of  his  fellow  beings  to  wild  beasts, 
and  describe  another  class  as  the  appointed  keepers  of  the  human 
menagerie ; — as  a  lawyer,  that  he  should  have  taken  the  absurd 
and  untenable  position,  that  laws  restricting  freedom  of  speech 
in  the  slave  States  are  binding  upon  a  free  citizen  standing  on  the 
soil  of  a  Free  State.  As  a  citizen,  and  especially  as  the  highest 
prosecuting  officer  of  the  commonwealth,  that  he  should  so  far 
disregard  the  supremacy  of  the  laws,  and  the  preservation  of  order, 
as  to  question  whether  the  death  of  Lovejoy  were  not  '  a  justifi- 
able homicide  ' — and  in  effect  to  sanction  mobs,  by  asserting  that 
when  the  claims  of  slavery  and  free  discussion  clashed,  the  citi- 
zens were  justified  in  taking  the  law  into  their  own  hands. 

At  a  subsequent  period  in  the  meeting,  the  following  additional 
resolutions  were  submitted  by  the  committee,  and  unanimously 
adopted. 

Resolved,  That  said  J.  T.  Austin,  in  stating  to  his  fellow-citi- 
zens assembled  in  Faneuil  Hall  to  commemorate  the  murder  of 
Elijah  P.  Lovejoy,  that  a  murder  had  been  recently  committed  in 
the  town  of  Stonebam,  by  reason  of  the  proceedings  of  abolition* 
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ists  in  that  place — was  guilty  of  a  gross  misrepresentation  and 
slander  of  a  large  and  peaceful  portion  of  his  fellow- citizens,  and 
lent  his  influence  to  do  them  prejudice  in  the  opinions  of  their 
brethren  and  of  the  world,  and  to  expose  them  to  hatred,  persecu- 
tion, and  illegal  and  riotous  outrage. 

Resolved,  That  said  statement,  and  the  sentiments  and  public 
declarations  aforesaid,  were  dishonorable  to  him  as  a  man,  dis- 
graceful to  the  character  of  Massachusetts,  of  evil  example  in  anj 
one,  but  eminently  so  as  coming  from  a  public  officer,  whose  duty 
it  is  to  appear  and  prosecute  before  the  criminal  courts  of  this 
commonwealth  various  classes  of  felons,  the  essence  of  whose 
crimes  is  deceit. 

For  these  reasons,  and  to  avert  those  mischiefs  to  the  rights, 
safety,  property  and  reputation  of  the  good  people  of  this  common- 
wealth, which  such  conduct,  in  so  important  an  agent  and  servant, 
has  a  direct  and  powerful  tendency  to  produce. 

Resolved,  That  a  representation  ought  to  be  made  to  His  Ex- 
cellency, the  Governor  and  the  Honorable  Council,  and  that  they 
be  requested,  in  case  they  shall  be  satisfied  of  the  truth  of  the 
foregoing  facts,  forthwith  to  remove  said  Austin  from  office. 

The  Committee  on  business  then  submitted  the  following  reso- 
lutions, which,  afler  discussion  by  Messrs.  St.  Clair,  Stickney, 
Torrey,  Codding,  Durfee  and  others,  were  unanimously  adopted. 

Resolved,  That  in  the  intellectual  and  moral  debasement  of  the 
slave  population,  on  account  of  which  they  have  been  described  by 
the  Synod  of  South  Carolina  and  Georgia,  as  the  '  heathen  of  this 
Christian  country,'  we  see  the  legitimate  fruit  of  slavery. 

Resolved,  That  this  systematic  annihilation  of  one  sixth  of  the 
native  mind  in  the  country,  is  a  plunder  of.  the  common  stock  of 
mind,  as  much  worse  than  a  similar  plunder  of  one  sixth  of  all 
the  property  in  the  land,  as  mind  is  worth  more  than  matter,  or 
men  worth  more  than  things. 

Resolved,  That  every  principle  of  justice  and  humanity,  and 
every  consideration  of  expediency  and  public  welfkre,  demand 
alike  the  immediate  and  total  abolition  of  this  hateful  and  soal-^ 
Btroying  system. 

Mr.  Garrison  read  an  interesting  letter  from  D.  L.  Child,  Esq. 
and  also  an  extract  from  the  speech  of  Daniel  O'Connell  at  a  re- 
cent anti-slavery  meeting  in  London,  after  which  the  society  ad- 
journed to  Friday,  10  o'clock,  A.  M.  in  the  same  place. 

FRIDAY  MORNING. 

President  in  the  chair.  Prayer  by  S.  L.  Gould.  Mr.  Hanson 
from  Africa,  made  a  statement  of  the  manner  in  which  he  had  been 
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decoyed  from  Africa  to  this  couotrj.     Refintrks  were  made  by  C. 
P.  Grosvenor  and  O.  Johnson. 

Mr.  Hogan,  a  slaFeholder,  was  present,  and  opportunity  being 
gi?en,  said  that  he  regarded  the  principles  and  measures  of  the 
abolitionists  as  in  violation  of  the  constitution  of  the  U.  States  and 
of  the  Bible,  and  solicited  discussion.  For  the  purpose  of  giving 
an  opportunity  for  the  discussion,  Mr.  Johnson  moved  the  follow- 
ing resolution  : 

Resolved,  That  the  doctrines  and  measures  of  the  abolitionists 
are  in   perfect  accordance  with  the  constitution  of  the  United 

States  and  the  Bible. 

>  • 

The  discussion  was  conducted  by  Messrs.  Hogan,  Cole,  C.  P. 
Grosvenor,  Prof.  Cowles,  Phelps,  and  others.  At  iu  close,  Mr. 
Garrison  submitted  a  further  portion  of  the  annual  report ;  which, 
on  motion,  was  laid  upon  the  table  to  be  taken  up  at  9  o'clock, 
Saturday  morning. 

FRIDAY  EVENING. 

The  Society  met  in  the  Representatives'  Hall. 

Prayer  by  Rev.  Giles  Pease. 

Edmund  duincy^  Esq.  offered  the  following  resolution  : — 

Resolved,  That,  w^hile  we  would  gratefully  acknowledge  the 
signal  manner  in  which  the  Anti-Slavery  cause  has  been  prospered 
b^  Divine  Providence  during  the  past  year,  we  see  nothing  in  the 
circumstances  by  which  we  are  surrounded,  which  would  justify 
dbtrust  in  the  continued  blessing  of  Heaven  upon  our  labors  ;  and 
that  whatever  political  events  may  impend,  or  actually  take  place, 
during  the  coming  year,  our  confidence  in  the  ultimate  and  speedy 
triumph  of  our  cause  will  remain  unshaken. 

The  resolution  was  sustained  by  Mr.  Quincy  in  an  able  and  in- 
teresting manner,  and  unanimously  adopted  by  the  Society. 
Rev,  N.  Colver  then  offered  the  following : — 

Resolved,  That  the  title  of  man  to  man  as  property,  as  sanc- 
tioned by  slave  law,  should  be  regarded  as  legalized  desecration  of 
God's  image ;  and  hence  heinous  sin  is  in  all  cases  inseparable 
from  the  relation  itself,  and  therefore  that  immediate  emancipation 
is  duty»  and  is  the  only  righteous,  safe  and  practicable  remedy  for 
slavebolding. 

The  resolution  was  ably  and  eloquently  sustained  by  Messrs. 
Colver  and  Stanton,  and  unanimously  adopted  by  tbe  Society; 
▲2 
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after  which  the  Society  adjourned  to  meet  at  the  Marlboro'  Chap- 
el, Saturday  morniDg,  at  9  o'clock. 

SATURDAY  MORNING. 

Re?.  G.  P.  Qrosvenor,  one  of  the  Vice  Presidents,  in  the  chair. 
Prayer  by  Prof.  Cowles  of  Oberlin. 

Rev.  A.  A.  Phelps  read  a  letter  from  Al?an  Stewart,  and  Mr. 
Garrison  read  one  from  Arnold  Bufium  ;  and  on  motion. 

Voted,  That  these  letters,  together  with  that  of  Mr.  Child,  be 
referred  to  the  Board  of  Managers  to  be  published  in  the  Liberator. 

That  portion  of  the  Annual  Report  which  has  reference  to  the 
'  Clerical  Appeal,'  was  then  taken  up  for  discussion.  As  it  was 
not  prepared  until  after  the  meeting  of  the  Society  on  Wednesday, 
it  had  never  been  submitted  to  the  Board  of  Managers,  and  came 
before  the  Society,  therefore,  not  properly  as  their  report,  bnt  as 
the  report  of  the  Secretary  merely,  (as  he  stated)  and  on  which 
the  Board,  as  such,  had  had  no  opportunity  of  action  either  way — 
in  that*of  approval  or  disapproval. 

A  lengthy  discussion  ensued  on  the  motion  for  its  adoption  as 
submitted,  when. 

On  motion  of  David  Lee  Child,  it  was  at  length,  unanimously. 

Resolved,  That  the  second  part  of  the  annual  report  now  before 
this  Society,  be  accepted,  and  that  the  whole  of  said  report  be 
published  under  the  direction  of  the  Board  of  Managers,  subject 
to  such  modification  as  s^td  Board  shall  deem  proper — it  being  un- 
derstood, and  said  Board  are  hereby  instructed,  to  express  the  de- 
cided and  unanimous  condemnation  which  this  Society  feel,  and 
would  on  all  proper  occasions  express,  of  the  movement  commonly 
«  known  as  the  '  Clerical  Appeal ; '  but  without  unnecessary  or  any 
personal  severity. 

On  motion  of  A.  St.  Clair, 

Resolved,  That  abolitionists  have  in  view  a  single  object — the 
abolition  of  slavery  :  that  to  accomplish  this  great  end,  we  all  meet 
on  equal  and  common  ground ; — that  we  will  require  of  no  man  a 
religiotis  or  political  test,  but  hail  every  friend  of  immediate  eman- 
cipation as  a  brother,  and  extend  to  him  the  right  hand  of  anti- 
slavery  fellowship  ;^*that  we  not  only  regret,  but  will  repudiate 
every  attempt  at  organization  on  sectarian  ground,  and  frown  on 
any  attempt  to  divide  our  ranks,  as  virtual  enmity  to  the  great 
oause,  as  calculated  to  distract  anti^lavery  societies,  and  to  turn 
their  efforts  against  each  other  instead  of  slavery. 
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The  foHowiDg  resolutions  were  then  submitted  bj  the  coimnittee^ 
and  adopted  by  the  society  in  their  order. 

Resolved,  That  the  guilt  of  American  slaveholding  surpasses 
the  guilt  of  slaveholding  in  any  other  age  or  country. 

Resolved,  That  to  '  plead  the  cause  of  the  poor  and  needy/  to 
'  preach  deliverance  to  the  captive,  and  the  opening  of  the  prison 
to  them  that  are  bound/  and  to  '  execute  judgment  in  the  morn- 
ing, and  deliver  him  that  is  spoiled  out  of  the  hand  of  the  oppress- 
or/ to  the  extent  of  each  one's  ability  and  opportunity,  are  solemn 
and  religious  duties,  binding,  in  their  several  spheres  of  action,  oa 
all  human  beings ;  that  these  duties  do  not  depend  by  any  means, 
on  the  prospect  of  success,  in  the  specific  and  actual  abolition  of 
slavery,  but  without  such  prospect  would  be  binding,  as  a  means  of 
washing  their  hands  in  innocencyin  the  case,  on  all  alike ;  and 
therefore  that  a  neglect  of  these  duties,  by  whomsoever  and  where- 
soever, and  for  whatsoever  reason  it  be  done,  is  the  neglect  of  sol- 
emn and  religious  duty. 

Resolved,  That  in  the  great  number  of  Christians  and  Christian 
ministers  who  have  enlisted,  and  who  are  daily  enlisting  in  the  an- 
ti-slavery cause,  we  have  ground  for  fervent  gratitude  to  God,  and 
cheering  evidence  that  the  day  is  not  distant,  when  all  the  real 
Christianity  of  the  country  will  be  arrayed  on  the  side  of  freedom, 
and  will  go  forth  in  the  spirit  and  power  of  its  great  author,  '  to 
proclaim  liberty  unto  all  the  people  throughout  all  the  land.' 

Resolved,  That  to  charge  the  Bible  as  being  the  supporter  of 
slavery,  directly  or  indirectly,  is  libelling  the  character  of  its  Au- 
thor, whose  commands,  like  His  character,  are  based  on  pure  love 
and  benevolence,  and  cannot  be  so  construed  as  to  sanction  o|>- 
pression  tn  any  form  whatever;  and  is  directly -calculated  to  spread 
infidelity  throughout  the  land. 

Resolved,  That  the  resolutions  introduced  in  the  Senate  of  the 
United  States,  by  John  C.  Calhoun,  a  Senator  of  South  Carol ina, 
and  with  some  amendment  adopted  by  that  body,  are  contrary  to 
republican  principles,  and  to  every  bill  of  rights  that  was  evet 
framed,  whether  in  monarchy  or  republic  ;  that  they  are  in  virtual 
violation  of  the  constitution  of  the  United  States,  both  in  its  letter 
and  spirit,  and  do  excite  in  ns  indignation,  particularly  as  originat- 
ing with  an  individual,  twice  elected  to  the  second  office  in  the 
nation,  having  been  previously  a  candidate  for  the  first,  and  at  that 
period  unbounded  and  loud  in  his  admiration  of  these  free  States^ 
and  of  institutions  where  the  workingmen  are  not  chattels  and 
brutes,  but  independent  electors. 

Resolved,  That  the  Senators  of  free  States,  who  supported  thoe« 
resolutions,  where  false  to  their  constituents  and  country,  and  doub- 
ly merit  the  indignation  of  a  free  and  honest  people. 

Resolved,  That  the  Senators  who  resisted  those  resolutions,  and 
gave  their  voice  for  the  inviolability  of  the  rights  of  speech,  of  the 
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press,  and  of  petition,  merit  and  do  recive  oar  warm  approbation 
and  oor  hearty  thanks. 

Resolved,  That  county  and  town  Societies  in  this  State  be  re- 
quested to  take  early  measures,  to  raise  their  proportion  of  the  ten 
thousand  dollars,  which  this  Society  has  voted  to  raise  the  present 
year. 

Resolved,  That  the  sum  of  fifteen  thousand  dollars  ought  to  be 
paid  by  the  abolitionists  in  this  State  to  the  American  Anti-Slave- 
ry Society,  the  present  year. 

Resolved,  That  in  order  to  bring  our  colored  friends  within  the 
brotherhood  of  this  nation,  we  will  encourage  them  in  petitioning 
Congress,  in  their  own  names,  for  the  redress  of  their  grievances ; 
and  if  not  successAil,  then  we  will  lend  them  our  aid  in  bringing 
their  cause  before  the  court  of  the  United  States,  to  ascertain  if  a 
man  can  be  held  in  bondage,  agreeably  to  the  principles  contained 
in  the  Declaration  of  Independence,  or  the  Constitution  of  our 
country. 

The  following  were  forwarded  to  the  Society  by  Arnold  Buffum, 
of  Philadelphia,  by  letter,  and  submitted  by  the  committee : 

Resolved,  That  although  slaveholders  and  their  apologists  may, 
through  the  prejudice  of  education,  while  their  minds  are|wrapped 
in  moral  darkness,  believe  that  it  is  no  sin  to  hold  men  in  slavery  ; 
yet  no  enlightened  and  intelligent  mind,  after  such  careful  investi- 
gation of  the  subject  as  it  is  his  duty  to  bestow,  can  regard  such 
an  act,  under  any  circumstances,  for  a  single  hour,  in  any  other 
light  than  as  a  robbery  from  men,  having  equal  rights  with  them- 
selves, of  those  idalienable  rights  bestowed  by  God  to  render  life  a 
blessing. 

Resolved,  Therefore,  that  the  first  great  object  of  the  advocates 
of  human  freedom  from  an  unrighteous  bondage,  is  and  ought  to 
be  the  difiiision  of  light,  and  truth,  and  love,  with  a  knowledge  of 
the  nature  and  chara/cter  of  slavery,  as  it  actually  holds  in  its  cruel 
grasp  one-sixth  part  of  the  American  people,  relying  upon  the 
agency  of  God's  holy  spirit  to  sanctify  to  the  enlightened  under- 
sUnding  and  consciences  of  men  the  important  truths,  which  we, 
as  humble  instruments,  may  spread  before  them,  and  thus  to  ac- 
complish the  work  of  immediate  and  universal  emancipation. 

Resolved,  That  the  principles  which  teach  us  our  duty,  in  re- 
gard to  the  abolition  of  slavery^  also  teach  us  to  pray  for  the  aboli- 
tion of  war,  intemperance,  and  every  moral  pollution,  which  mars 
the  beauty  of  God's  work,  and  obstructs  the  progress  of  human 
Tirtue  and  happiness  in  the  world. 

A  vote  of  thanks  to  the  proprietors,  for  the  use  of  the  chapel, 
was  then  passed,  and  the  Society  adjourned  sine  die. 
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SPEECH    OF    EDMUND    QUINCY»    ESQ. 

At  the  meeting  of  the  Society,  held  in  the  Representat  ires' 
Hall  on  the  evening  of  Jan.  27th,  Edmuhb  Quinct,  Esq.  of  fios- 
ton,*  offered  the  following  resolution  : 

Resolved,  That,  while  we  would  gratefully  acknowledge  the 
signal  manner  in  which  the  anti-slavery  cause  has  been  prospered 
by  Divine  Providence  during  the  past  year,  we  perceive  nothing  in 
the  circumstances  which  surround  us,  to  justify  distrust  in  the 
continued  blessing  of  God  upon  our  labors ;  and  that  whatever 
political  events  may  impend  over  us,  or  actually  befall  us  during 
the  coming  year,  our  confidence  in  the  ultimate  and  speedy  down- 
fall of  slavery  will  remain  unshaken. 

In  offering  this  resolution,  Mr.  President,  permit  me  to  congrat- 
ulate the  meeting  upon  the  propitious  circumstances  under  which 
we  assemble.  He  must  be  of  a  desponding  turn  of  mind  indeed, 
— the  temperament,  I  believe,  of  but  few  abolitionists, — who  can- 
not perceive  amidst  the  thick  clouds  which  still  overhang  our  land, 
many  a  bright  ray  of  promise  which  assures  us  that  the  beams  of 
the  Sun  of  righteousness  will  not  forever  be  obscured  by  the  mists 
which  rise  from  a  sensual  and  mercenary  world.  The  thunders 
of  denunciation,  indeed,  still  fall  on  our  ears,  but  their  peal  is  now 
heard  from  the  right,  and  is  ominous  only  of  good.  The  love  of 
universal  liberty  has  entwined  itself  with  the  heart-strings  of  tens 
of  thousands  of  freemen,  and  can  never  be  severed  from  them  till 
those  hearts  be  drained.  The  Southern  Senator  who  expects  by 
magic  formulas  of  words  to  annihilate,  us,  must  first  realize  the 
wish  of  the  Roman  tyrant,  that  a  whole  people  had  but  one  neck, 
that  he  may  encircle  it  with  the  haltar,  which  we  are  assured,  on 
high  authority,  is  reserved  for  us  in  a  sister  State. 

The  principles  of  the  Immediate  Abolitignists  have  been  scat- 
tered broadcast  over  the  land,  and  have  but  seldom  fallen  upon  an 
arid  soil.  What  though  the  city  be  still  steeped  in  a  death-like 
stupor — the  country  is  everywhere  awake  and  alert.  What  mat- 
ters it  that  the  benumbing  spirit  of  Traffic  still  broods  like  an  in- 
cubus over  the  Exchange — the  light  of  truth  has  reached  the  eyes 
of  the  men  on  the  work-bench  and  at  the  plough.  Of  what  con- 
sequence is  it  that  every  church  in  this  metropolis  is  closed  against 
us,  when  the  village  church  and  the  village  school-house  expand 
their  portals  to  the  free  discussion  of  truth  ?  What  though  the  en- 
tire metropolitan  press,  with  one  or  two  honorable  exceptions,  is 
marked  with  a  pusillanimity — a  cowardly  subserviency  to  prevail- 
ing prejudices — an  abject  servility  to  the  will  of  the  wealthier 
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classes,  or  of  the  party  whose  tools  they  are — and  an  overbear ing 
insolence  towards  minorities,  and  (hose  whom  they  esteem  weak 
and  unpopular, — which  would  put  to  shame  the  veriest  slave  that 
ever  registered  the  edicts  of  a  despot ; — the  organs  of  the  country 
breathe  daily  more  and  more  the  true  spirit  of  Liberty.  From  the 
city,  we  have  almost  nothing  to  expect — from  the  country,  every 
thing. 

The  eager  competitions  of  trade  leave  but  little  time  for  reflec- 
tion on  the  eternal  principles  of  Truth  and  Justice,  on  which  the 
prosperity  of  States  depend.  The  apprehensions  of  loss  in  busi- 
ness, entertained  by  men  in  active  life,  and  the  fear  of  change  felt 
by  those  who  are  at  ease  in  their  possessions,  but  too  oflen  chill 
many  a  naturally  good  heart,  and  becloud  many  an  originally 
sound  understanding — and  shuts  up  men  meant  for  better  things 
within  the  narrow  circle  of  a  selfish  conservatism.  It  is  strange  to 
see  how  the  prejudices  of  property  are  almost  invariably  arrayed 
on  the  side  of  the  slaveholder ;  and  it  is  these  prejudices  which  we 
are  chiefiy  called  upon  to  combat  in  this  city.  It  is  the  idea  that 
the  abolitionists  are  attacking  property,  that  arouses  every  thing 
that  is  sordid  and  selfish  in  human  nature  to  oppose  our  efforts. 
And  yet  it  surely  would  not  be  hard  to  show  that  it  is  the  slave- 
holder, and  not  the  abolitionist,  that  strikes  at  the  very  root  of  all 
property.  If  there  is  anything  on  earth  that  belongs  to  a  man,  be- 
sides his  soul,  it  is  surely  his  body — his  bones,  hinews,  muscles  and 
brains,  his  labor  and  his  ingenuity.  Now  of  these  tools,  and  of 
their  productions,  the  slaveholder  robs  the  slave.  The  slaveholder 
and  his  apologists  assume  that  human  laws  may  rightfully  deprive 
a  man  of  his  property  without  his  consent ;  an  assumption  utterly 
groundless.  Property  does  not  rest  upon  man's  laws — it  is  an  in- 
stitution of  God.  Whatever  I  can  obtain  by  my  labor  and  inge- 
nuity legitimately  applied,  is  mine  by  the  direct  gif^  of  my  Crea- 
tor ;  and  cannot  be  righteously  taken  from  me  without  my  consent. 
If  human  legislation  may  rightfully  deprive  me  of  these  founda- 
tions on  which  all  other  property  rests,  of  course  it  can  take  from 
me  my  house,  my  lands,  my  money,  without  my  consent  and  with- 
out equivalent,  and  bestow  them  at  its  pleasure  u|>on  any  other. 
Let  the  rich  men  who  are  exerting  their  powerful  influence  in  the 
support  of  the  atrocious  system  of  robbery  which  is  legalized  in 
the  southern  States — take  heed  to  themselves!  They  are  bowing 
themselves  upon  the  very  pillars  which  sustain  the  edifice  of  prop- 
erty— let  them  beware,  lest  the  whole  fabric  come  thundering 
down  upon  Mammon  and  all  his  worshippers. 

That  this  mercenary  spirit  is  the  one  which  possesses  our  great 
cities,and  creates  the  public  opinion  which  bears  a  tyrant's  sway  over 
them  and  all  within  their  reach,  is  a  truth  as  undeniable  as  it  is 
melancholy.  Its  unquestionable  existence  should  make  us  realize 
the  more  vividly  how  noble  and  generous  are  those  natures  which 
defy  its  power ;  and  prove  that  the  character  of  a  merchant  is  com* 
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patible  with  the  Boost  ditinttreeted  love  of  mankind,  tad  the  most 
ardent  aspirations  after  universal  freedom.  Such  admirable  exam- 
pies  we  have  amongst  ourselves — such  adorn  the  commercial  me- 
tropolis of  this  country.  Let  us  love  and  honor  such  instances  of 
magnanimity  and  true  greatness  I 

The  omens  are  everywhere  most  propitious.  The  advocates  of 
slavery,  driven  in  from  their  entrenchments  of  sophistry,  have  been 
forced  to  fall  back  upon  the  divine  merits  of  the  system  ibr  its  de- 
fence. The  thin  disguises  of  humanity  and  religion  are  now  al- 
most entirely  thrown  aside,  and  the  supporters  of  the  Patriarchal 
system  now  mainly  rely  on  its  intrinsic  merits  and  sublime  virtues. 
The  battle  between  Truth  and  Error  is  now  fought  on  equal  ground. 
The  fiend«  stripped  of  his  cherub  shape,  no  longer  affects  the  char- 
acter of  an  angel  of  mercy  bringing  comfort  and  light  to  an  un- 
happy race,  nor  even  of  a  sorrowing  spirit  grieving  over  the  task 
imposed  upon  it,  but  stands  up  in  his  native  naked  deformity, 

*  A  monster  of  such  horrid  mien, 
Tiiat  to  be  hated,  needs  but  to  be  seen.' 

The  southern  defenders  of  slavery,  and  their  friends  at  the  North, 
seem  to  be  infected  with  that  madness  with  which,  according  to  an 
ancient  poet,  the  gods  ever  visit  tiiose  whom  they  intend  to  de- 
stroy. A  thousand  presses,  and  an  army  of  sound  reasoners  and 
eloquent  orators,  could  never  have  brought  about  the  revolution  in 
public  sentiment,  of  which  we  see  the  pregnant  proofs  around  us  in 
twenty  years,  which  the  course  of  the  southern  statesmen  and  of 
their  bumble  followers  at  the  North,  have  effected  in  three.  In 
spite  of  the  opprobrium  which  has  been  attached  to  the  opinions 
we  hold  ;  notwithstanding  the  servile  attitude  which  the  legislatures 
of  but  too  many  of  the  free  States  have  assumed  with  regard  to  the 
slave  question  ;  in  spite  of  the  array  of  wealth  and  talent  which 
has  been  marshalled  against  us,  and  that,  too,  in  quarters  whence 
we  might  have  expected  better  things ;  notwithstanding  the  popu- 
lar violence  which  all  these  incentives  have  provoked  ;  our  princi- 
ples have  made  such  progress,  that  already  they  have  found  utter- 
ance on  the  floor  of  both  bouses  of  the  national  legislature.  Al- 
ready has  a  sovereign  State  uplifted  her  voice,  and  denounced  the 
nation's  guilt.  In  the  presence  of  the  whole  world,  she  has  shaken 
her  skirts,  and  called  upon  all  mankind  to  witness  that  she  is  guilt- 
less of  the  blood  of  the  innocent  May  ourown  beloved  Common- 
wealth soon  take  her  place  by  the  side  of  her  generous  sister  ;  and 
prove  that  she  loves  her  own  freedom  too  well  to  dare  to  deny  it  to 
others  !  The  sublime  attitude  which  Vermont  has  recently  assum- 
ed is  an  augury  of  the  happiest  promise.  A  people  chiefly  devot- 
ed to  agriculture,  of  simple  manners^,  uncontaminated  by  the  influ- 
ence of  great  cities — but  of  sterling  moral  and  religious  worth, 
have  volunteered  to  occupy  the  post  of  honor,  in  the  great  warfare 
which  is  now  waged  against  the  moot  «normoua  of  abuses.    This 
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is  a  cheering  srgn,  thai  if  the  trath  can  bat  be  brought  home  to  the 
yeomanry  of  the  free  States — and  what  combination  of  interested 
men  can  keep  it  long  from  them  ? — the  work  is  done,  the  slare  ia 
freed,  the  country  is  safe. 

The  contumelious  scorn,  too,  with  which  the  voice  of  a  free 
State  has  been  treated  on  the  floor  of  the  Senate,  by  the  very  men 
who  are  the  loudest  in  maintaining  the  sovereign  rights  of  their 
own  State,  is  another  symptom  of  that  madness  which  goes  before 
destruction.  If  the  Southern  Senators,  who  made  use  of  the  in- 
famous language,  of  which  we  read,  towards  the  expression  of  the 
sentiments  of  a  free  State,  expect  that  the  spirit  which  dictated 
that  expression  will  quail  before  their  fulminations,  I  think  that 
they  have  mistaken  their  men.  If  the  majority  of  the  Senate 
which  passed  the  disgraceful  resolutions — disgraceful  only  to  them* 
selves — which  were  introduced  by  a  slaveholding  Senator,  really 
believe  with  him,  that  they  will  silence  the  Abolitionists,  I  appre- 
hend that  they  never  labored  under  a  greater  error.  If  that  polit- 
ical conjuror  really  expects  with  his  magic  spells  and  words  of 
power  to  allay  the  storm  which  he  sees  gathering,  and  threatening 
his  beloved  domestic  institutions,  let  us  endeavor  to  convince  him^ 
not  with  vain  boastings  but  by  resolute  action,  that  the  agitation 
which  has  hitherto  stirred  our  atmosphere  is  but  a  zephyr  compar- 
ed with  the  moral  tornado  which  shall  now  sweep  over  the  land  ;  a 
tornado,  which,  gathering  strength  in  its  gyrations  as  it  sweeps 
over  the  free  States,  shall  at  length  burst  with  irresistible  force  up- 
on the  land  of  the  oppressor,  and  level  forever  with  the  ground  the 
gloomy  castle  of  Despair — the  blood-cemented  fabric  of  Slavery, 
whose  turrets  indeed  insult  the  heavens,  but  whose  foundatioua  rest 
only  on  the  sand. 

I  have  said,  Sir,  that  the  auspices  under  which  we  meet  Are  of 
the  happiest  promise.  But  then  there  are  perils,  and  those  immi- 
nent— perils,  which  in  the  opinion  of  many  wise  men  threaten  to 
lock  forever  the  fetters  of  the  slave,  and  even  to  throw  the  links  of 
the  chain  around  the  limbs  of  the  free.  If  Texas,  say  they, — the 
land  of  the  pirate  and  the  murderer,  the  common  sewer  into  which 
is  drained  all  the  filth  which  is  too  abominable  even  for  the  Slave 
States  to  endure — if  Texas  be  annexed  to  the  United  States,  then 
Slavery  will  be  forever  entailed  upon  us,  and  the  preponderance 
which  will  be  given  to  the  slaveholding  interest  in  the  councils  of 
the  nation,  by  that  event,  will  render  the  freemen  of  the  North  but 
the  serfs  of  a  southern  task-master.  If  Texas  be  not  annexed, 
then  the  Union  will  be  dissolved  ;  a  slaveholding  confederacy  will 
bo  formed,  and  slavery  forever  perpetuated. 

Sir,  if  I  believed  that  one  or  both  of  these  events  would  certain- 
ly take  place  (which  I  do  not,)  I  never  would  admit  that  such 
consequences  would  necessarily  result  from  them.  I  have  many 
blessings.  Sir,  for  which  to  be  grateful  to  the  Giver  of  all  good, 
but  I  hold  none  of  the  least  of  them  to  be  a  sanguine  temperament. 
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Especially  do  I  thank  God  for  the  trust  in  Him  which*  He  permits 
me  to  feel ;  for  the  confidence  which  He  inspires,  that  no  machin- 
ations of  man  can  prevail  against  his  counsels;  for  the  certainty 
that  He  overrules  all  events  fur  good.  I  thank  God,  that  when  I 
am  assured  that  a  cause  is  His,  1  can  feel  no  fear! 

I  am  sure  that  no  man  can  deprecate  more  sincerely  than  I  do, 
the  annexation  of  Texas  to  this  Union.  I  believe  that  I  realize  all 
the  immediate  and  all  the  remote  bearings  which  that  event  would 
have  upon  the  great  cause  of  Universal  Freedom.  There  is 
no  effort  which  1  would  not  make — no  sacrifice  to  which  I  would 
not  gladly  submit — to  avert  this  most  hateful  alliance.  But  were 
it  accomplished  to-morrow,  should  I  despair?  Should  I  despond- 
ingly  abandon  the  cause  of  God  and  liberty  on  that  account,  and 
believe  that  the  trickery  of  a  handfull  of  scurvy  politicians  at 
Washington  could  cancel  the  decree  registered  in  the  Chancery 
of  heaven — that  every  slave  shall  be  free?  Should  I  even  believe 
that  the  period  of  universal  emancipation  would  be  very  much  de- 
layed by  that  event?  No,  sir.  The  only  effect  which  such  a  blow 
would  have  upon  me,  and  which  I  believe  it  would  have  upon  ev- 
ery abolitionist,  would  be  to  make  me  feel  that  a  great  work  was  to 
be  done  in  a  short  time  : — that  we  must  concentrate  all  our  efforts, 
and  multiply  all  our  machinery  for  acting  upon  the  public  mind, 
before  the  young  dragon  by  the  banks  of  the  Sabine  be  fully  grown, 
and  before  she  have  engendered  a  brood  like  unto  herself,  to  be 
arrayed  by  her  side  against  the  cause  of  God  and  Freedom.  The 
urgency  of  the  case  would  animate  us  to  Redoubled  efforts  and  in- 
creased contributions.  He  that  has  hitherto  given  a  week's  per- 
sonal exertion  in  the  cause,  must  then  give  a  month's.  He  that 
heretofore  has  contributed  ten  dollars  to  the  treasury  of  the  Lord, 
must  then  cast  in  fifty.  If  we  will  but  resolve  that  slavery  shall  be 
abolished  before  Texas  be  strong  enough  to  form  an  insuperable 
obstacle  in  our  way,  it  will  be  done !  All  our  hope  is  from  the  agi- 
tation of  the  question  in  the  Free  Stales;  all  we  want  is  to  get  the 
ear — to  arouse  the  attention  of  the  people  of  those  Stales — to  make 
them  feel  the  magnitude  of  the  guilt  and  danger  which  they  incur 
by  their  tacit  acquiescence  in  the  execrable  system  of  slavery. 
When  this  is  done,  all  is  done.  The  manacles  drop  from  the  limbs 
of  the  slave.  The  clouds  of  prejudice  and  fear,  with  which  the 
spells  of  slavery  have  darkened  the  minds  of  the  free,  vanish. 
The  misrule  and  disorders  with  which  the  spirit  of  slavery  has 
cursed  every  region  of  our  land,  will  be  known  no  more.  If  such 
a  deed  as  the  annexation  of  Texas  to  this  Union  cannot  arouse 
them  from  their  torpor,  surely  nothing  but  the  last  trumpet  can  burst 
their  iron  slumbers. 

But  then  if  Texas  be  not  annexed,  or  if  it  be,  and  the  agitation 
of  the  slavery  question  goes  on,  the  Union  will  be  dissolved.  Well ! 
and  what  then  ?  Why,  a  Southern  confederacy  will  be  formed,  a 
military  cordon  will  be  drawn  around  its  borders  to  keep  off  the 
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infection  of  Truth ;  a  second  Sparta  will  spring  into  life  in  our 
land — an  armed  nation  served  by  Helots  !  This  would  be  a  sin- 
gular spectacle,  to  be  sure,  in  the  nineteenth  century,  and  in  a 
Christian  land.  But  let  us  suppose  that  the  long  threatened  disso- 
lution of  the  Union  will  actually  take  place — though  the  bugbear 
has  been  so  often  tricked  out  to  frighten  us,  that  t^  very  children 
in  the  nursery  laugh  at  it — what  l^nefit  or  advantage  would  the 
slaveholders  gain  by  that  event  1  Much,  sir — much  every  waj! 
Inestimable  benefits;  incalculable  advantages!  For  whenevefN 
proclamation  is  made  that  the  Union  of  these  States  is  dissolved^ 
on  that  day  the  death-knell  of  slavery  is  tolled.  As  soon  as  they 
are  released  from  the  fatal  embrace  of  their  northern  friends,  their 
patriarchal  system  falls  to  the  ground.  It  is  the  sympathy  and  en- 
couragement of  the  free  States  which  sustain  that  system  now. 
Let  the  ties  of  interest,  which  create  that  false  sympathy,  be  sev- 
ered, and  it  vanishes  ;  stifled  humanity  revives,  and  the  oppressor 
must  soon  break  his  rod  for  very  shame.  It  is  a  strange  infatua- 
tion to  suppose  that  any  military  force,  or  any  custom-house  regu- 
lations, could  keep  from  the  inhabitants  of  any  country  the  influ- 
ence of  the  wholesome  public  opinion  of  the  neighboring  nations, 
and  the  scorn  of  the  civilized  world.  It  would  be  as  absurd  to 
endeavor  to  keep  out  the  light  of  truth  from  a  people  by  surround- 
ing them  with  a  cordon  of  bayonets,  as  it  would  be  to  attempt  to 
exclude  from  a  land  the  beams  of  the  blessed  sun,  by  planting 
along  the  frontier,  a  cordon  of  parasols.  It  is  in  vain  to  imagine 
that  the  irresistible  might  of  a  healthful  public  opinion  would  not 
easily  overleap  the  bristling  barrier,  and  work  that  change  which 
opinion  has  ever  wrought  in  the  affairs  of  mankind. 

But  should  that  day  ever  come,  what  would  be  the  condition  of 
the  unhappy  slaveholder,  who  should  venture  to  pass  the  glittering 
line  ?  I  fear,  sir,  that  his  situation  would  not  be  much  more  com- 
fortable than  would  be  that  of  an  abolitionist  in  South  Carolina  at 
the  present  day.  For  at  that  time  we  shall  hear  no  more  of  mobs 
to  put  down  abolitionists  ;  no,  sir,  if  mobs  then  exist  at  all,  (which 
God  forbid  I)  it  will  be  the  straggling  slaveholder  that  will  be  the 
victim.  For  then  '  the  prevailing  voice  of  the  brotherhood  '  will 
be  on  the  side  of  the  oppressed.  Then  liberty  will  not  be  a  for- 
bidden theme  even  in  Faneuil  Hall.  The  municipal  authorities  of 
that  day  will  not  refuse  the  use  of  *  that  consecrated  Hall,'  on  the 
ground  that  an  expression  of  sympathy  with  the  oppressed,  of  in- 
dignation at  the  oppressors,  and  of  hatred  of  oppression,  could  not 
be  regarded  as  the  public  voice  of  the  city  of  Boston.  The  eter- 
nal truths  of  Liberty  and  of  Humanity  will  then  (hazardous  as  the 
prediction  may  now  seem)  be  proclaimed  even  from  the  pulpits  of 
this  city.  In  those  days,  no  itinerant  slaveholders  will  stroll  through 
our  land,  teaching  freemen  how  to  vote.  In  those  days,  no  rever- 
end man-stealer  will  break  unto  us  the  bread  of  life,  with  hands 
full  of  his  brother's  blood.     Then  our  sympathies  will  be  rightly 
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bestowed.  The  brutal  slave-driver — the  eallons  overseer— the  mis* 
erable  tools  that  lock  the  handcuff  and  inflict  the  lash,  will  be  re* 
garded,  as  they  should  be,  with  almost  uuroitigated  compassion. 
It  will  be  the  Governors,  and  the  Judges,  and  the  Senators,  and 
the  Doctors  of  Divinity,  and  the  honorable  women — it  will  be  they 
who  rob  their  brethren  ^f  their  bodies  and  their  souls,  and  then 
say,  I  have  done  no  wickedness — who  will  excite  our  astonishment 
and  horror ;  who  would  excite,  were  it  not  that  they  are  immortal 
beings,  our  contempt  and  abhorrence. 

When  that  time  arrives,  no  flattering  caresses  will  welcome  to 
the  free  cities,  the  coming  slaveholders.  The  banquet  will  not  (hen 
be  piled  for  them.  The  feast  and  the  dance  will  not  then  be  in« 
stituted  in  their  honor.  They  will  be  to  all  a  by-word  and  a  hiss- 
ing. Even  he  that  sees  them  afar  off  in  the  street,  will  cross  over 
to  the  other  side,  lest  haply  his  garments  should  brush  against 
them.  They  will  be  avoided  as  if  they  were  infected  with  a  phys- 
ical, and  not  a  moral  pestilence.  Whither,  in  that  day,  can  the 
wretched  slaveholder  fly  t  Whither  can  he  go  where  scorn  will 
not  pursue  him  ?  England  already  almost  rejects  him  from  her 
hospitable  shores.  The  whole  civilized  world  will  soon  be  closed 
against  him.  The  most  abject  slaves  of  the  old  tyrannies  of  Eu- 
rope will  turn  with  contempt  and  loathing  from  that  most  incon- 
gruous monster,  a  democratic  despot.  There  will  be  but  one  way 
by  which  be  can  regain  his  place  by  the  siile  of  civilized  and 
Christian  men,  and  that  way  is  justice.  Let  him  repent  of  his 
oppressions,  and  make  reparation  to  his  victims,  and  the  arms  of 
'  Christendom  will  be  expanded  to  welcome  him  back  to  its  commu- 
nion ;  and  the  joy  which  the  repentance  of  a  sinner  awakes  in 
Heaven,  will  be  echoed  and  prolonged  on  earth. 

I  have  trespassed  too  long,  sir,  on  the  patience  of  the  meeting ; 
but  I  could  not  repress  the  expression  of  my  satisfaction  at  the 
auspicious  circumstances  under  which  we  assemble.  The  extra- 
ordinary manner  in  which  our  cause  has  been  prospered,  is,  I  be- 
lieve, without  example  in  the  history  of  Reforms.  But  seven  little 
years  ago^  and  a  single  arm  upreared  the  standard  of  universal 
freedom — but  a  single  champion  stood  for  Heaven  and  Right. 
He,  indeed,  was  a  host ;  one  of  those  rare  spirits  which  Heaven, 
at  distant  periods,  sends  upon  the  earth  on  holiest  missions.  He 
then  stood  alone : 

*  The  only  righteous  in  a  world  perverse, 
And  therefore  hated,  therefore  so  beset 
With  foes,  for  daring  single  to  be  just, 
And  mter  odious  truth.' 

He  then  stood  alone.  Now  the  noble  army  which  his  war-cry  has 
called  into  being,  swarm  in  our  valleys,  and  keep  watch  on  every 
hill-top.  Its  bright  legions  hover  upon  the  very  frontiers  of  the 
enemy,  and  even  encamp  within  his  borders.    It  is  composed  of 
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resolute,  determined,  fearless  men ;  whom  no  obstacle  can  dauni — 
no  danger  terrify.  They  will  not  doubt  or  falter,  let  what  will  be* 
tide.  In  the  service  upon  which  we  are  ordered,  sir,  let  us  fight 
the  good  fight  with  all  alacrity  and  cheerfulness  of  spirit ;  being 
assured  that  as  certainly  as  that  Jehovah  sits  upon  the  throne  of 
the  universe.  His  truth  must  mightily  prevail. 


January  24. 

The  following  resolution  was  submitted  by  the  committee  to  the 
meeting,  and  was  adopted  with  but  two  dissenting  votes : 

Resolved;  That  the  doctrine  recently  promulgated  by  the  Rer. 
Hubbard  Winslow,  a  popular  preacher  in  the  city  of  Boston,  and 
echoed  from  the  presses  with  commendation,  that  '  Republican 
liberty  is  only  the  liberty  to  say  and  do  what  the  prevailing  voice 
and  will  of  the  brotherhood  will  allow  and  protect,'  is  a  sentiment 
that  deserves  the  execration  of  all  who  mean  to  preserve  their  civil 
or  religious  freedom.  It  is  a  sentiment,  which,  should  it  be  dis- 
seminated until  it  becomes  the  public  opinion  of  our  country, 
would  leave  us  little  more  liberty  of  speech  than  the  slaves  them« 
selves  enjoy ;  who  are  doubtless  free  to  speak  as  their  roasters 
please. 

REMARKS    OF    REV.     MR.     COLVER. 

Mr.  President — I  have  heard  nothing  introduced  to  this  meot« 
ing,  or  to  the  whole  country,  more  detrimental  to  the  cause  of  good 
morals,  than  the  sentiment  alluded  to  in  this  resolution.  I  shall 
not  be  able  to  go  into  the  full  merits  of  the  subject,  and  bring  out 
and  discuss  the  principles  involved,  in  the  time  allowed  mo  by  this 
meeting.  [The  meeting  had  previously  voted,  that  no  speaker 
should  occupy  more  than  fif\een  minutes,  at  one  timo.  It  was, 
however,  voted  subsequently,  that  Mr.  Colver  proceed,  without  re- 
striction as  to  time.]  It  is  the  popularity  which  this  sentiment  is 
gaining,  which  affords  ground  of  alarm.  The  opinion  is  getting 
rife  through  the  land,  that  no  man  has  a  right  to  utter  a  sentiment 
opposed  to  the  views  of  the  majority,  when,  by  so  doing,  he  will  be 
liable  to  provoke  an  out-breaking  of  popular  fury — and  that,  when 
the  utterance  of  such  a  sentiment  becomes  the  occasion  of  a  tu- 
mult among  the  people,  he  stands  chargeable  with  the  result.  It 
is  under  that  sentiment  that  brother  Lovejoy  stands  charged  with 
murder,  because  he  persisted  in  the  exercise  of  his  inalienable 
rights  in  opposition  to  the  prevailing  popular  voice,  and  riot  and 
murder  followed.     But,  if  this  be  the  bounds  of  our  Christian  lik^ 
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Qiiy,  what  adrance  will  the  public  ever  make,  in  political,  social, 
moral,  or  religious  improvement? 

I  beg,  now,  sir,  with  this  sentiment,  that  no  man  has  a  right  to 
utter  what  is  opposed  to  the  *  prevailing  voice  and  will  of  the  broth- 
erhood,' to  ask,  how  stands  it  with  all  the  noble  band  of  martyrs — 
yea,  with  Him  who  came  to  redeem  our  race  from  the  bondage  of 
sin  ?  Let  that  sentiment  have  prevailed  in  the  different  ages  of 
the  world,  and  what  reformation  would  ever  have  been  achieved? 
How  should  we  ever  have  advanced  to  the  enjoyment  of  our  pres- 
ent civil  and  religious  privileges  ?  Was  this,  indeed,  the  precious 
boon  for  which  our  pilgrim  fathers  braved  the  dangers  of  the  ocean 
and  the  perils  of  the  wilderness  ?  Sir,  such  a  sentiment  is  intend- 
ed to  cramp  all  the  moral  energies  of  mankind.  Why,  according 
to  this,  the  minister  of  the  gospel  must  not  first  ask  what  God  says, 
but  what  evil  consequences  will  follow,  if  I  speak  the  truth — what 
is  the  '  prevailing  voice  and  will  of  the  brotherhood,'  that  he  may 
get  down  below  that  standard. 

Sir,  I  feel  myself  humbled  for  my  brother.  When  the  pulpit  has 
bowed  down  before  the  popular  will,  and  the  ministers  of  Jesus 
ask  counsel  of  the  '  brotherhood'  instead  of  their  Master,  1  feel 
humbled. 

But  let  us  look  and  see  where  brother  Winslow  will  find  his 
company.  On  a  certain  occasion,  Jehoshaphat,  the  good  king  of 
Judah,  went  down  to  visit  Ahab,  the  wicked  king  of  Israel ;  and 
while  there,  Ahab  beset  him  to  go  up  with  him  to  war  against  Ra- 
moth  Gilead.  Jehoshaphat  was  willing  to  go,  but  wanted  6rst  to 
inquire  of  the  Lord.  So  Ahab  gathered  together  his  prophets, 
about  four  hundred  men,  who  all  prophesied  just  according  to  Mr. 
AVinslow's  sentiment — they  all  spoke  just  what  the  *  prevailing 
voice  and  will  of  the  brotberhood  would  allow  and  protect.'  But, 
among  these  prophets  there  was  one,  who  made  him  horns  of  iron, 
and  he  went  about  hooking,  and  saying  to  the  king,  *  With  these 
shalt  thou  push  the  Syrians,  until  thou  have  consumed  them.'  O 
what  a  prudent  man  that  was !  He  preached  the  gospel  exactly  to 
suit  the  '  brotherhood.'  But,  there  happened  to  be  an  aholiiionist 
there.  Whether  Jehosaphat  saw  the  evidences  of  deceit  upon  the 
countenances  of  Ahab's  prophets,  I  know  not ;  but  he  did  not 
seem  to  be  quite  satisfied  ;  and  so  he  inquired,  '  Is  there  not  here 
a  prophft  of  the  Lord  ?  ' 

*  There  is  yet  one  man,  said  the  king  ;  Micaiah  the  son  of  Iro- 
leh,  by  whom  we  may  inquire  of  the  Lord  ;  hut  I  hate  kim,  and 
the  brotherhood  have  concluded  not  to  protect  him.  He  never 
prophesies  good  about  me,  but  evil.'  Well,  now,  then,  I  will  leave 
it  to  the  reverend  gentleman,  who  has  humbled  the  pulpit  before 
the  world,  to  find  his  company  here.  If  he  should  not  stand  by 
the  side  of  Micaiah,  it  will  be  because  he  has  chosen  his  own  po- 
sition. Ah,  I  see  that  man,  Micaiah;  he  stands  up  erect,  like  a 
man.     He  is  never  the  man  that  will  ask  the  brotherhood  what 
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tbey  will  *  allow  and  protect,'  before  be  speaks.  Why,  said  tbe 
messenger  that  the  king  sent  for  him,  '  Beheld  now  the  words  of 
the  prophets  declare  good  unto  the  king,  with  one  mouth  :  let  thj 
word,  I  pray  thee,  be  like  one  of  them,  and  speak  that  which  is 
good.'  But,  what  said  Micaiah  ?  '  As  the  Lord  liveth,  what  the 
Lord  saith  unto  me,  that  will  I  speak.'  When  he  came,  what  did 
the  king  say  to  him?  Ay,  that  class  of  ministers  who  are  always 
bowing  to  the  people,  are  despised  by  the  people.  lie  who  adopts 
Mr.  Winslow's  sentiment,  will  be  despised  by  the  people.  Well, 
what  did  the  king  say  to  Micaiah  7  '  How  many  times  shall  I  ad- 
jure thee  that  thou  tell  me  nothing  but  the  truth  in  the  name  of  the 
Lord  ? '  The  king  wtinted  the  truth,  yet  he  would  not  protect  the 
man  that  had  the  courage  to  tell  the  truth.  That  is  just  like  the 
wicked.  They  call  the  knave  honorable ;  but  their  real  friends, 
who  tell  them  the  truth,  they  persecute  and  despise. 

I  appeal  to  every  man  to  decide  this  question  as  jurors.  Where 
shall'we  put  this  man?  With  Micaiah,  or  with  these  fawning 
sycophants,  the  false  prophets  of  Ahab?  [[  hope  he  may  stand 
with  him,  in  that  day  when  he  shall  be  called  to  give  up  bis  ac- 
count to  his  Master.]  But  who  shall  be  his  associates  ?  Where  do 
his  sentiments  put  him  ?  With  the  '  prevailing  voice  and  will  of 
the  brotherhood.'  According  to  him,  if  we  go  beyond  that,  we  do 
wrong,  and  if  evil  follow,  wo  are  responsible  for  that  evil.  He 
shall  have  a  pattern,  if  he  desires  it.  Look  at  our  Lord  and  Re- 
deemer. Did  he  not  know  what  would  be  the  result  of  his  preach- 
ing in  Jerusalem  ?  Peter,  when  he  took  him  and  began  to  rebuke 
him,  might  have  thought  that  the  Lord  had  made  a  mistake.  But 
what  was  his  answer?  Knowing  and  foreseeing  the  result,  he  said 
unto  Peter,  'Get  thee  behind  me,  Adversary!'  There  is  the 
company  for  Mr.  Winslow.  Would  not  the  language  of  hfs  sermon 
have  accorded  with  the  language  of  Peter?  I  am  not  appealing  to 
bad  feelings,  but  to  sober  reason.  The  language  is  analogous. 
Our  Lord  went  up,  knowing  what  would  befal  him.  I  was  going 
to  say,  let  us  try  him  by  Mr.  Winslow's  rule.  But  I  shudder  at 
the  irreverence.  No ;  let  us  try  Mr.  Winslow  by  our  Lord's  ways. 
Mr.  Winslow's  sentiment  is  a  slander  upon  the  Lord.  If  that  sen- 
timent is  right,  he  was  wrong. 

Again,  the  Apostles  in  Jerusalem  stood  up  and  testified  to  the 
truth.  Was  that  what  the  brotherhood  would  protect  ?  No ;  they 
applied  Lynch  law  to  them.  But  they  got  out  of  prison.  An  an- 
gel came  and  opened  the  doors.  Mr.  Winslow  would  have  told 
him  that  he  was  in  advance  of  public  sentiment,  and  if  he  pressed 
too  hard  upon  it,  there  would  be  a  mob,  and  he  would  be  responsi- 
ble for  the  consequences.  But  what  did  the  angel  say?  *  Go, 
stand  and  speak  in  the  temple  to  the  people  all  the  words  of  this 
life.'  And  the  vefy  next  morning,  they  stood  on  the  same  floor, 
speaking  the  same  truths.  The  brotherhood  tried  it  over  again. 
The  mob  assembled,  and  expressed  their  astooisbment  that  these 
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men  should  to  disregard  the  *  prevailing  Toice  and  will.'  Bat 
what  did  these  men  of  God  say  ?  '  We  ought  to  obey  God  rather 
than  man.'  O,  that  brother  Winslow  knew  what  that  meant.  It 
is  the  language  of  an  honest  man. 

When  the  angel  opened  the  prison  doors,  he  knew  what  the 
Apostles  had  been  doing.  Let  us  see  if  an  angel  can  be  a  pattern 
for  us*,  according  to  Mr.  Winslow's  doctrine.  Did  he  tell  the 
Apostles  that  it  was  wrong  for  a  man  to  do  what  the  brotherhood 
will  not  protect  7  If  an  angel  had  counselled  them  in  the  lan- 
guage of  Mr.  Winslow,  would  they  have  believed  him  ?  The  an- 
gel did  not  say  so.  '  Go,  stand  in  the  temple ' — the  very  place 
where  they  had  been  standing — '  and  speak  all  the  words  of  this 
life.'  Let  the  sentiment  of  Mr.  W.  be  adopted  by  the  ministry  ; 
and  then  farewell  to  all  advance  in  the  manners,  morals,  and  re- 
ligion of  mankind.  Let  it  be  advocated  by  those  whose  business 
it  is  to  cater  for  the  public  amusement ;  but  not  by  the  ministry, 
who  stand  as  the  representatives  of  the  Lord  Jesus. 

REMARKS    OF    REV.    MR.    MAY. 

It  having  been  proposed  to  strike  out  the  name  of  Mr.  Winslow 
from  the  resolution,  Mr.  May  said  : 

I  too,  Mr.  President,  am  opposed  to  the  erasure  of  the  name  of 
Mr.  Winslow  from  the  resolution.  It  is  proper  that  the  communi- 
ty should  know  by  whose  authority  such  a  doctrine  has  been  pro- 
pounded. His  name  and  influence  have  doubtless  done  much  to 
give  it  currency.  He  is  respected  in  this  community.  He  is 
popular  here.  I  was  opposed  to  the  amendment  just  now  made  in 
the  resolution  by  striking  out  the  word  popular;  and  meant  to 
have  opposed  it  at  the  right  time.  I  hope  it  will  yet  be  restored, 
for  I  consider  it  an  important  word  in  the  resolution.  Mr.  Win»- 
low  is  a  popular  minister  in  Boston ;  and  I  therefore  deprecate 
the  sentiment  quoted  from  him  in  the  resolution,  all  the  more  earn- 
estly. He  is  popular — and  I  fear.  Sir,  the  sentiment  or  doctrine 
itself  is  also  popular  Else  why  has  it  been  copied  into  several  of 
our  newspapers  with  commendation  ?  We  all  know  enough  of 
them  to  know  that  they  cater  to  suit  the  taste  of  their  patrons — 
and  do  not  often  venture  to  publish  what  is  unpopular. 

Again,  Sir,  I  think  it  proper  that  his  name  should  go  along  with 
the  doctrine  in  question,  because  it  is  his  doctrine.  He  is  respon- 
sible to  us  and  to  the  community  for  the  utterance  of  it.  It  is  his 
doctrine.  He  doubtless  thinks  it  a  good  one.  He  has  given  his 
name  and  authority  to  it.  He  preached  it,  and  afterwards  publish- 
ed it  from  the  press.  It  is  not  for  us  to  separate  his  name  from  his 
doctrine.  I  for  one  shall  insist  upon  their  remaining  conjoined, 
until  he  himself  shall  have  become  ashamed  of  the  connection, 
and  seek  to  dissolve  it. 
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I  am  fully  persuaded,  Mr.  President,  that  the  resolutions  now 
before  the  meeting  are  highly  important  ones.  And  as  a  consid- 
erable part  of  the  audience  have  come  in  since  the  discussion  upon 
them  commenced,  I  will,  with  your  leave,  read  them  again.  (Read 
'  them.)  The  excitement  caused  by  the  discussion  of  these  resolu- 
tions satisfies  me  that  they  will  produce  an  effect.  I  am  anxious 
it  should  be  the  right  effect ;  and  am  therefore  not  pleased  with 
some  things  that  have  been  said  ;  and  feel  strongly  impelled  to 
take  exceptions.  I  was  particularly  displeased  with  some  remarks 
of  our  brother  (Colver)  last  evening.  They  were  unnecessarily 
personal  and  severe.  I  advocated  the  continuance  of  Mr.  Wins- 
low's  name  in  the  resolution  ;  and  I  do  still  insist  that  it  should  be 
there.  It  is  fair  and  proper  that  his  name  should  be  kept  united 
to  the  odious  doctrine,  to  which  he  has  himself  united  it,  until  he 
sees  fit  to  sue  for  a  divorce.  But  because  I  advocated  the  use  of 
his  name  in  the  resolution,  I  did  not  mean  that  he  should  be  made 
the  subject  of  our  discussion,  or  the  object  of  our  coudemnatioD. 
No,  Sir.  I  agreed  with  brother  Phelps,  that  we  are  concerned 
with  his  doctrine,  more  than  with  the  man.  And  I  fear.  Sir,  that 
the  remarks  of  brother  C.  last  evening,  will  tend  rather  to  turn 
away  the  minds  of  those  who  heard  them,  from  the  doctrine,  which 
cannot  be  too  severely  condemned,  to  the  man,  who  they  may  think 
was  hardly  dealt  with.  The  doctrine,  Mr.  President,  deserves  our 
execration.  It  is  fundamentally  and  enormously  wrong.  Why, 
Sir,  if  it  should  prevail,  it  would  put  a  stop  to  all  reformation,  all 
progress.  The  greatest  improvements  that  have  ever  been  effect- 
ed in  the  condition  of  man,  commenced  with  the  expression  of 
opinions  and  feelings  by  an  individual,  opposed  to  those  which  pre- 
vailed among  '  the  brotherhood.'  The  very  design  of  our^consti- 
tutional  law  was  to  protect  the  individual,  in  the  utterance  of  an 
opinion  however  unpopular^  so  that  if  it  should  prove  to  be  the 
good  seed  of  truth,  it  might  take  root  and  bring  forth  its  fruits. 
Oh,  Sir,  Mr.  Winslow's  doctrine  cannot  be  too  strongly  condemn- 
ed. And  I  regret  that  any  thing  should  have  been  said  to  turn  off 
the  minds  of  any  from  the  doctrine  to  the  man,  who  has  announced 
it.  I  trust  he  will  yet  be  brought  to  see  how  bad  a  doctrine  it  is ; 
and  then  I  am  sure  it  will  be  punishment  enough  for  him  to  see 
his  name  where  he  has  placed  it,  and  where,  until  then,  we  ought 
to  keep  it — in  connection  with  such  a  doctrine, 

M  R.    COLVER. 

Mr,  President — It  is  very  easy  for  a  man  to  admit,  on  the  part 
of  a  brother,  that  he  has  been  too  personal,  and  yet  use  the  same 
personality  himself.  I  like  the  mildness  of  my  brother  May. 
But  I  appeal  to  every  oue  who  heard  me,  to  say  if  I  wedded  the 
doctrine  any  closer  to  the  man  than  he  has  done.  I  brought  out 
the  case  of  the  false  prophets,  and  showed  that  they  acted  accord- 
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ing  to  Mr.  Winslow's  sentimeDt.  I  also  brought  out  the  case  of 
Peter,  and  showed  that  Christ  called  him  Satan  for  uttering  Mr. 
Winslow's  sentiment.  If  Mr.  Wiuiilow  still  persist  in  that  senti- 
ment, he  will  consider  it  his  crown,  and  will  not  wish  his  name  to 
be  separated  from  it.  Bui,  if  he  considers  the  sentiment  disgrace- 
ful to  his  name,  thej  must  go  together  till  he  separates  them.  I 
have  heard  some  angry  expressions  abroad,  in  regard  to  the  lan- 
guage used  by  me  last  evening;  bat  I  did  not  rcfbr  to  any  thing 
beyond  the  sentiment  he  has  uttered.  If  that  sentiment  be  an 
honor  to  him,  then  what  I  said  will  be  an  honor.  If  not,  he  has 
brought  the  reproach  upon  himself. 

REV.    MR.    SCOTT,    OF    LOWELL. 

Mr,  President — The  sentiment  alluded  to  in  this  resolution,  is 
a  very  strange  sentiment  to  be  promulged  by  a  Christian  divine  in 
the  I9ih  century,  much  more  in  a  land  of  republicanism. 

Where  did  it  come  from  ?  Why,  Sir,  I  am  not  certain — I  am 
not  clear  that  it  is  even  the  doctrine  of  mobs.  The  doctrine  of 
mobs  is,  that  unpopular  doctrine  may  be  put  down  6y  any  means. 
Where  did  it  come  from?  It  is  a  justification  of  mobs.  The 
sermon  asserts  that  one  of  the  natural  results  of  a  republican  gov- 
ernment, is  the  prevalence  of  mobs.  So  our  constitution,  our  laws, 
our  republican  institutions,  for  which  our  fathers  fought,  are  brought 
forward  by  a  divine,  as  a  mantle  to  throw  over  those  that  are  pleas- 
ed to  say  what  may  or  may  not  be  said  or  done. 

Well,  did  this  doctrine  come  from  slaveholders  ?  I  am  not  clear 
of  that  fact.  If  slaveholders  admit  that  doctrine,  a  majority  in  the 
slave  States  would  claim  that  250,000  ahould  not  rule  2,000,000. 
This  little  minority  governs  thirteen  States — they  rule  oar  Con- 
gress, and  spread  an  awe  and  dread  all  over  our  country.  They 
surely  would  not  be  very  willing  to  admit  this  doctrine. 

But  where  did  it  come  from  7  It  came  from  expediency.  It  is 
the  very  doctrine  of  expediency.  It  is  that  cringing,  time-serving 
spirit,  that  would  favor  nothing  that  is  unpopular.  It  is  modern 
dastardly  expediency,  which,  though  it  may  not  have  come  from 
slavery,  yet  it  may  owe  its  origin  to  slavery. 

But  no ;  I  believe  the  gentleman  got  that  sentiment  from  hia 
own  bewildered  imagination.  We  are  willing  to  leave  him  the 
sole  father  of  that  child.  But  the  doctrine  contained  in  that  ser- 
mon, that  abolitionists  are  responsible  for  all  the  tumults  that  fol- 
low the  propagation  of  their  doctrines — that  Lovejoy  was  responsi- 
ble for  the  mob  that  resulted  in  his  own  murder — will  make  every 
moral  reformer,  from  the  Saviour  and  the  apostlea  down  to  the 
present  time,  responsible  for  all  the  opposition  they  encounter. 
They  were  responsible  for  all  the  lawless  violence  that  followed 
their  preaching.  The  Protestant  reformers  were  responsible  for 
all  the  blood  jshed  by  Queen  Mary*  and  all  the  peraecuiioa  awak* 
a4 
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ened  by  their  pretching.  Is  this  assembly  prepared  to  swallow 
such  a  pill?  According  to  that  sermon,  no  moral  reform  is  to  be 
commenced,  till  the  majority  are  reformed.  A  worse  sentiment  I 
recollect  never  to  have  met  with ;  however  pure  may  be  the  heart 
of  that  man,  (and  I  do  not  question  the  purity  of  his  heart.)  It  is 
so  insidious.  What  if  McDuffie  tells  us  we  have  no  right  to  speak  t 
We  all  know  better.  What  if  mobs  say  we  roust  not  do  this  or 
that?  We  all  know  they  are  mobs.  What  if  some  corrupt  politi- 
cal journals  have  proscribed  us — we  know  the  motives  which  gov« 
em  them.  But,  when  the  pulpit  refuses  to  give  a  '  certain  sound/ 
it  is  striking  at  the  foundation  of  all  decision  of  character.  When 
the  pulpit  comes  out  and  utters  a  corrupt  sentiment,  there  is  cause 
for  alarm.  Let  us  put  that  sermon  into  the  hopper  and  grind  it  out, 
and  again  put  it  into  the  hopper  and  grind  it  out,  and  scatter  it  to 
the  four  winds  of  heaven.  It  is  such  a  sentiment  as  makes  the 
liberty  of  speech  and  of  the  press,  the  liberty  of  mobs  and  lawless 
violence. 

REV.    MR.    TORREY,    OF    SALEM. 

Mr.  President — I  wish  to  protest,  in  the  name  of  the  Christian 
ministry  of  Massachusetts,  against  being  identified  with  the  senti- 
ment referred  to  in  these  resolutions.  They  do  not  believe  that 
they  go  into  thd  pulpit  wKh  a  commission  from  Jehovah  in  one 
hand,  and  a  commission  from  the  brotherhood  in  the  other.  If 
you  find  one  man  in  this  city,  or  out  of  it,  who  utters  this  senti- 
ment, you  will  not  find  one  in  ninety-nine  to  favor  it.  They  are, 
a  majority  of  them,  anti-slavery  and  republican  in  sentiment.  I 
do  not  deny  that  there  are  individuals  who  have  surrendered  their 
commission  from  their  master,  and  taken  one  from  the  brotherhood ; 
but  I  do  deny  that  this  charge  applies  to  them  as  a  body. 

One  word  as  to  personality.  I  was  grieved  last  evening,  and 
I  have  been  to-day,  with  the  personal  remarks  to  which  I  have  lis- 
tened— not  so  much  that  truth  has  been  spoken,  as  that  the  whole 
has  not  been  said.  But  nothing  has  been  said  which  has  allowed 
to  this  man  his  deserts.  I  believe  him  to  be  an  able  and  a  faith- 
ful, an  humble  and  pious  minister  of  the  gospel.  Be  it  that  this 
aberation  is  a  great  one— admit  that  he  has  uttered  an  odious  and 
wicked  sentiment — still,  because  he  has  sinned  in  one  respeet,  I 
will  not  withhold  from  him  my  confidence  as  a  Christian  brother. 
I  think  there  has  been  perceptible  disposition  to  deny  him  this. 
But,  if  he  must  needs  identify  the  Christian  ministry  with  this  sen- 
timent, I  say  it  is  their  solemn  doty  to  repudiate  it.  When  such 
sentiments  come  from  ministers  of  the  gospel,  they  most  be  met 
and  exposed  ;  and  this  I  conceive  to  be  the  object  of  this  reeolu- 
tion ;  and  not,  as  has  been  intimated  by  Mr.  Allen,  to  destroy  Mr. 
Winslow's  infloence. 

What  I  this  society  atUck^r.  Winslow  t  Not  Oi  a  wum — any 
ene  minister,  cs  a  fman,  b  beneath  oor  notice.    We  might  is  aoen 
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attack  straws.  We  hare  an  object  in  these  resolutions :  it  is  to 
meet  false  principles  as  soon  as  they  are  uttered,  before  they  get  a 
hold  on  the  public  mind.  We  do  feel  that  it  is  a  degradation  of 
the  pastoral  office  for  any  minister  to  ulter  such  a  sentiment. 
What  entitles  us  to  say  any  thing  about  a  man's  sentiments?  Be- 
cause he  utters  them  in  a'  public  assembly,  or  publishes  them  to 
the  world  through  the  press.  I  do,  as  an  individual,  repudiate  the 
idea  that  we  concede  any  right  as  a  man,  when  we  enter  into  the 
social  compact.  In  acting  the  part  of  a  good  citizen,  I  concede 
no  right. 

REV.    MR.    ST.    CLAIR. 

Mr.  President — I  am  sorry  to  hear  apologies  offered  here,  for 
the  man  who  has  uttered  this  sentiment,  by  those  who  ought  to  be 
the  last  to  apologize.  I  heard  my  brother  Colver  last  evening,  and 
I  did  think  some  things  he  said  were  rather  severe.  But  why 
were  they  severe  ?  Because  the  case  demanded  it.  Sir,  I  suppose 
it  is  a  somewhat  metaphysical  point  to  determine  how  much  sin  a 
man  may  commit,  and  be  a  Christian.  But,  if  George  McDuffie 
should  utter  such  a  sentiment  as  this,  we  should  feel  none  of  this 
squeamishness  about  speaking  of  it  in  connection  with  his  name. 
But  now,  forsooth,  a  man  in  this  city  has  uttered  it,  and  we  must 
say  nothing  about  him.  Why  ?  This  is  the  very  people  among 
whom  it  was  uttered  ;  and  must  we  not  tell  who  did  the  deed  ?  I 
believe  it  was  said,  also,  that  he  was  a  very  able,  learned,  and  pious 
minister.  Now,  I  say  this  only  makes  it  so  much  the  worse.  Now, 
suppose  a  man  gets  drunk — dead  drunk — and  we  apologize  for 
him,  and  say,  he  is  a  very  good  man,  but  he  wiH  get  dntnk.  Or, 
suppose  he  had  bought  and  sold  God's  image,  and  we  say,  *  O,  he 
is  a  very  good  man,  but  he  will  steal.'  Or,  suppose  a  man  com- 
mits a  crime,  and  when  he  is  brought  up  before  the  court,  it  should 
be  pleaded  in  his  behalf,  that  he  is  a  very  good  man.  Now,  if  this 
man  had  been  mean,  and  low,  and  degraded,  we  should  not  need 
any  apologies.  We  don't  condemn  the  ministry  in  him.  I  confess, 
I  was  at  a  loss  to  solve  the  problem,  how  he  could  abandon  his 
commission,  and  take  one  from  the  brotherhood,  and  yet  be  a  good 
Christian  minister.  I  will  not  apologize  for  him,  because  I  will 
not  be  connected  with  the  crime.  I  wish  not  only  to  condemn  the 
the  man,  but  to  connect  the  man  with  the  deed.  I  don't  believe 
he  will  thank  you  for  attempting  to  divorce  him  from  his  sentiment. 
What  will  he  say  of  those  who  are  so  anxious  that  he  should  not 
be  connected  with  the  sentiment  he  has  ottered  t 
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AMERICAN    REPUBLICANISM    IN    EUROPE. 

Boston,  Jan.  23,  1838. 

To  Mettrt,  Garriton  and  Phelp;  Committee  of  ArrangemenU,  ^-c. 
Dear  Brothers : 

I  regret  that  it  will  not  be  convenient  for  me  to  attend  the  anni- 
versary meeting  of  our  Society,  for  the  purpose  of  taking  a  part  in 
its  proceedings.  Do  not  suppose  that  this  is  owing  to  any  abate- 
ment of  interest  or  trust  in  our  great  cause  ;  on  the  contrary,  the 
cause  seems  to  me  to  have  so  shot  ahead  within  the  last  fifteen 
months,  that  you  arc  in  no  small  danger  of  receiving  aid  and  coun- 
tenance from  the  prudent  and  politic.  You  are  now,  and  perhaps 
have  been  for  some  time,  more  likely  to  be  joined  by  false  breth- 
ren, than  to  be  deserted  by  the  true. 

It  has  been  my  lot,  during  the  period  above  mentioned,  to  learn 
much  of  the  change  which  has  taken  place  in  the  estimation  in 
which  we  are  held,  as  a  nation,  by  enlightened  and  good  men  in 
Europe.  Having  formerly  passed  two  years  there,  I  was  prepared 
to  appreciate  this  change.  At  that  time,  the  face  of  a  liberal  Eu- 
ropean would  brighten  at  the  name  of  *  American,'  and  he  would 
seize  the  first  moment  of  conversation,  to  express  his  admiration 
aiid  his  hopes  of  our  country.  During  my  recent  sojourn,  I  have 
heard  very  little  interest  expressed  in  us,  except  to  have  explana- 
tions and  arguments  suggested,  by  which  it  could  be  shown  to  Eu- 
rope, that  our  conduct  is  not  the  consequence  of  our  principles. 
The  leading  causes  of  the  change  to  which  I  refer,  are, 
1st,     Our  mobs. 

2dly,  The  wider  knowledge  which,  chiefly  through  their  instru- 
mentality, has  been  diffused  in  Europe,  of  the  existence  and  hor- 
rors of  American  slavery. 

3dly,     Our  treatment  of  the  Aborigines. 

In  Great  Britain,  France,  and  Germany,  we  are  regarded  as  the 
most  cruel  and  rapacious  people,  since  the  times  of  Cortez  and 
Pizarro. 

Our  treatment  of  the  Aborigines  appears  the  more  odious,  from 
the  striking  contrast  which  it  exhibits  with  the  present  policy  of 
other  civilized  and  Christian  nations. 

The  king  of  France  has  lately  recalled  the  governor  of  French 
Guiana,  and  directed  him  to  be  brought  to  trial,  for  having  issued 
orders  to  invade  a  settlement  of  runaway  slaves,  on  the  borders  of 
that  Province.  The  military  commander  is  also  ordered  for  trial 
by  Court  martial,  for  having  executed  those  orders,  and  put  to 
death  some  of  those  poor  people. 

A  quarrel  lately  arose  between  the  Caffres  and  the  British  colo- 
nists of  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope.  The  governor  of  the  Cape,  at 
the  head  of  the  British  forces,  invaded  the  Caffre  country,  slao^ 
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tered  many  of  the  inhabitants,  and  oTerrun  the  territory  of  a  na- 
tive chief,  and  annexed  it  to  the  Province.  Dr.  Phillip,  the  father 
of  the  Christian  missions  to  that  quarter,  Icll  the  Cape  in  company 
with  the  deposed  chief,  and  arrived  last  summer  in  England.  At 
that  time,  a  society  had  just  been  formed,  called  '  the  Aborigines 
Protection  Society,'  of  which  the  British  anti-slavery  leader  in  the 
House  of  Commons,  Mr.  Fowell  Buxton,  is  President.  This  so- 
ciety examined  the  case,  and  having  satisfied  themselves  that  the 
colonists  were  the  aggressors,  and  that  the  injuries  for  which  the 
British  arms  had  been  carried  into  the  Cafire  country,  were  com- 
mitted in  retaliation  for  manifest  and  unprovoked  wrongs,  done  to 
the  natives  by  their  Christian  neighbors,  they  joined  their  repre- 
sentations to  those  of  Dr.  Phillip.  These  were  so  effectual  with 
the  government  of  the  young  and  virtuous  queen,  that  orders  were 
immediately  issued  for  restoring  the  conquered  territory  to  its  na- 
tive sovereign  and  lawful  proprietors,  and  a  humane  and  upright 
man  was  sent  out  to  supersede  the  Governor. 

These  bright  examples,  while  they  illustrate  the  justice  and  mag- 
nanimity of  the  people  and  rulers  who  have  given  them,  react  with 
a  withering  effect  ui>on  a  people  who  have  expended  $20,000,000, 
and  are  rapidly  expending  more,  in  slaughtering  red  men,  and  kid- 
napping them  under  the  sacred  form  of  a  flag  of  truce,  in  order  to 
rob  them  not  of  their  lands  only,  but  also  of  their  children. 

At  the  request  of  a  French  literary  gentleman,  and  of  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Chamber  of  Deputies,  I  reduced  to  writing  some  con- 
siderations, previously  stated  in  conversation,  tending  to  show,  that, 
whatever  might  be  the  apparent,  there  was  no  real  foundation  for 
the  scoOTs  and  exultation  of  European  despots  and  sycophants  over 
the  wounds  which  freedom  has  received  in  the  house  of  her  friends 
in  America.     I  submit  the  following  extract : 

*  By  what  I  have  heard  from  you,  and  from  others  since  I  arrived 
in  Europe,  I  see  that  the  disorders,  which  have  occurred  in  the 
United  States,  and  remain  without  punishment,  have  disheartened 
the  friends  of  civil  and  religious  liberty,  and  encouraged  its  foes. 
You  have  not,  you  say,  wherewith  to  reply  to  those  who  cite  those 
disorders  in  answer  to  the  theory  of  human  rights.  This  com- 
.  plaint  will  wring  the  hearts  of  many  Americans,  and  perhaps  it 
may  shame  some. 

I  can  only  say,  on  this  subject,  as  I  did  at  the  house  of  M.  Gar- 
nier  Pages,  [the  republican  leader  in  the  Chamber  of  Deputies,] 
that  though  I  must  confess  the  existence  of  great  evils  and  crimes, 
and  that  they  are  of  a  nature  to  be  peculiarly  disgraceful  to  a  re- 
public, yet  that  it  is  only  in  a  republic,  with  a  perfectly  free  press, 
freedom  of  speech,  and  freedom  of  association,  that  such  potent 
means  could  have  been  so  rapidly  and  extensively  organized,  and 
employed  by  a  few  of  the  comparatively  weak  to  expose  the  cor- 
ruption and  oppression  of  the  strong,  to  rebuke  them  openly,  and 
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to  call  opon  them  to  forttke  iniqakjr,  and^  what  is  more  irritatiDg, 
upon  the  people  to  f6riake  them. 

The  difference  between  repablicf  and  other  forms  of  societj 
where  there  is  a  free  press,  and  monarchies  where  the  press  ia 
trammeHed,  is  principaJly  this  ;  that  in  the  former,  thoogh  erils 
and  abuses  incident  to  human  nature  may  exist,  and  gather  strength 
for  a  time^  yet  there  is  a  remedy  in  a  free  press  and  an  enlighten- 
ed public  sentiment,  which  is  sure  to  orertake  them  sooner  or  later, 
and  to  deal  with  them  according  to  their  nature  and  aggraration  ; 
whereas  in  other  ffo?ernments,  the  efils  are  the  same  or  worse,  bat 
without  any  remedy.  It  is  true  that  the  extreme  publicity,  which 
Yice  and  misrule  obtain  in  America  through  its  free  press,  presents 
them  in  such  bold  relief,  and  under  such  odious  aspects,  that  many 
good  and  liberal  men  are  tempted  to  belieye  that  American  repub- 
licans are  '  sinners  above  all  other  men/  Yet,  if  the  freedom  of 
the  press,  of  speech,  and  of  (association,  (for  ii^ithout  the  last,  re- 
formers will  always  lack  the  means  of  employing  the  first,)  were  as 
great  under  other  gorernments,  it  would  only  be  found  in  the  up- 
shot, that  among  our  American  evils,  we  have  not  that  master  one, 
of  losing  the  right  to  '  resist  evil.' 

Was  It  ever  seen  before  in  the  whole  history  of  the  human  race, 
that  comparatively  few  persons,  most  of  them  young  men  and  weak 
women,  were  carrying  on  in  the  midst  of  a  powerful  and  high- 
spirited  nation,  a  reform  going  to  the  foundation  of  their  social  or- 
ganization, and  opposed  to  the  vehement  wishes  and  supposed  in- 
terests of  ninety-nine  hundredths  of  that  nation,  including  govern- 
ment, legislature,  judges,  priests,  lawyers,  doctors,  brokers,  fner- 
ebanis,  maaniaotiipers,  office  seekeii,  office-holders,  editors,  dema- 
gogues, and  the  lowest  rabble ;  and  yet  the  sgis  of  good  laws  was 
so  far  sacred  that,  as  a  general  thing,  it  preserved  their  lives  and 
protected  their  labors  t 

Let  those  who  take  occasion  from  our  American  mobs  to  calum- 
niate our  American  principles,  show  another  nation  in  which  this 
spectacle  could  hare  been  witnessed.  What  would  have  been  the 
fate  of  the  missionaries  and  friends  of  man  in  the  British  West 
India  Islands,  if  those  colonies  had  been  independent  t  In  any 
other  country  but  our  American  republic,  we  abolitionists  should 
have  been  massacred  or  burned  alive  like  John  Huss  and  Jerome 
of  Prague,  Savonarola,  the  Albigenses,  and  the  eight  thousand  vic- 
tims of  St.  Bartholomew's.  Luther  had  a  powerful  prince,  as  a 
constant  protector.  What  if  that  prince  had  been  as  much  against 
him,  as  the  American  people  under  a  strong  delusion  have  been 
against  us  ? 

I  would  further  observe  that  those  men,  who  trade  in  the  flesh  of 
their  fellow-men,  who  buy  and  keep  it,  are  tyrants  and  enemies  of 
the  human  race  ,*  that  republicanism  is  not  in  them,  but  that  they 
are  in  fact  its  greatest  foes ;  so  that  American  slavery  is  in  reality 
to  be  charged  to  the  account  of  despoii$m,  instead  of  refuhlicam- 
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ism.  RepablicamBm  must  not  be  held  to  fend  off  affaiDBt  the 
friendship,  as  well  as  enmity  of  these  men.  SlaTeholdiDg  and 
slave- trading  Americans  are  a  pretty  fair  copy  of  the  ancient  feu- 
dal masters  of  the  people  of  Europe,  not  generally  so  ignorant  as 
their  prototypes,  but  all  the  worse  for  that,  as  their  superior  intelli- 
gence is  employed  in  framing  with  ingenious  cruelty  worse  laws 
than  ever  disgraced  Goths  and  Vandals. 

We  have  had  frightful  and  fatal  mobs,  and  what  is  still  more 
mortifying,  mobs  excited  to  extinguish  light  and  uphold  slavery ; 
but  remember  that  fanaticism  has  had  its  periods  in  all  nations,  and 
that  it  is  as  strange  and  extravagant  in  the  forms  which  it  takes  as 
in  the  deeds  that  it  does.  In  France,  a  monarch,  *  father  of  the  peo- 
ple,' could  burn  at  one  time  fifteen  hundred  of  his  children  in  a 
church ;  his  brutal  barons  burned  three  hundred  more  in  a  castle 
at  another ;  and  these  merely  because  they  persisted  in  worship- 
ping God  according  to  what  they  believed  to  be  his  will.  In  the 
United  States,  a  slaveholder  of  my  acquaintance  declared  that 
sooner  than  emancipate,  he  would  lock  his  hundred  and  fifty  slaves 
in  his  house,  and  set  fire  to  it !  Who  does  not  see  that  despotism 
is  every  where  the  same,  whether  exercised  by  such  monsters  as 
Louis,  le  Gros,  and  Simon  de  Moutfort,  or  by  an  American  repub- 
lican slaveholder  ? 

With  best  wishes. 

Your  friend  and  fellow  serv't 

D.  LEE  CHILD. 
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OFFICERS  OF  THE  MASS.  ANTI-SLAVERY  SOCIETY, 

FOR  1838, 


PRBSIDtlfT. 


FRANCIS  JACKSON,  Boston. 


VICB    PREBXDXST8. 


CHARLES  NYE,  Sandwich. 
JAMES  W.  ROBBINS.  Lenox. 
JAMES  II.  DONH^M,  Fittafield. 
JOSEPH  HURLBUT,  CartlsviUc. 
GAIUS  CARTER.  Beckct. 
ANDREW  ROBESON,  N.  Bedford. 
NATJTL.  B.  BORDEN,  FrU  River. 
DAVID  TILTON,  Edgartown. 
CYRUS  PIERCE,  Nantucket. 
THEO'S.  PACKARD,  Shelbunw. 
ROGER  LEAVITT,  Charicmont. 
ABA  HOWL  A  NO,  Convvay. 
GEO.  T.  DAVIS,  GreenfleM. 
WM.  M.  RICHARDS,  Deerfieid. 
WM.  WHirrAKER.  New  Salem. 
THOMAS  LONGLEY,  llawlej-. 
J.  PARKMAN,  Greenfield. 
SAMUEL  OSGOOD,  Spring6eld. 
ABEL  BLISS,  Wilhraliam. 
JOSEPH  A.  MERRILL,  do. 
S.  WILLISTON.  Enrt  Hampton. 
WM.  S.  STODDARD,  Norihampton. 
J.  B.  WILLISTON,  do. 

GARDNER  B.  PERRY,  Bradford. 


JOHN  G.  WHITTIER,  Amesbury. 
ISAAC  WINSLOW,  Danrers; 
OILMAN  PARKER,  HaverhiU. 
WM.  BASSETT,  Lynn. 
STILMAN  LOTHROP,  Watertown. 

D.  FAIRBANKS,  Cambridgepori. 
AMOS  EARNS  WORTH,  Groton. 
APPLETON  HOWE,  Wcymoirth. 
6EWALL  HARDING,  E.  Medway. 
SAMUEL  J.  MAY.  Souch  Sckuate. 
NATHANIEL  EDDY,  Middleboro'. 
SETH  SPRAOUE,  Duxbury. 
JOS.  CLEVERLY,  Abington. 
JOS.  SOUTHWICK.  Boston. 

C.  P.  GROSVENOR,  Star/lug. 
DAVID  PEABODY,  Worcester. 
GEO.  GOODYEAR,  Ashbumham. 
GEO.  WATERS,  Holdcn. 
ADIN  BALLOU,   Mendon. 
J.  W.  FISK,  West  BrookfieW. 
J.  T.  EVERETT,  Princetoa. 

E.  L,  CAPRON,  Uxbridge. 
THOMAS  W.  WARD,  Shrewsbury. 


CorretpoHding  5ecr«<ary— WILLIAM  LLbYD  GARRISON. 
Recording  Seeretary'-^AMOB  A.  PHELPS. 
IVMWttr«r— HENRY  G.  CHAPMAN. 
.Jurfi/or— SAMUEL  E.  SEWALL, 


COUNSELLORS. 


ELLIS  GRAY  LORING, 
JOTHAM  HORTON, 
ISAAC  KNAPP, 
JOSEPH  H.  EAYRS, 
SIMON  G.  SHIPLEY, 
JOHN  E.  FULLER, 


JOHN  T.  HILTON. 
C.  T.  TINGLEY, 
J.  C.  WHITE, 
SAMUEL  PHILBRICK, 
WENDELL  PHILLIPS, 
EDMUND  QUINCY. 
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Account  of  Money  recelred  into  the  Treasury  of  the  Bfastachnsetts 
A.  S.  Society  daring  the  year  1837. 

8.  Lathrop,  Watertown  $    5  00  Aroonnt  brought  up  $1896  62 

A  friend,  Dorchester  1  00  Ladies  of  Uano?«r,  to  coostitate 

Mansfield  Ami-Slavery  Society         16  00     Rev.  A.  G.  Duncan  and  lady  life 
Amesbury  Ladies'  A.  S.  S.  to  con-  members  30  00 

Btitute  Rev.  Mr.  Towne  a  life  Ladies  of  Franklin,  to  constitute 

meml>er,  •   15  00     Rev.  Nathaniel  Emmone,  D«  D. 

Josiah  Gifford  of  Sandwich  6  00      life  member  15  00 

South  Scituate  A.  S.  S.  by  S.  J.  Amesbury  and  Salisbury  A.  S.  8.  by 

May  13  00     A.  L.  Bailey,  on  acc^.  of  pledge  16  50 

Francis  Jackson  80  00  Collections  in  Medford  by  D.  H. 

Emerson  Prescott  25  00     Forbes  in  consequence  of  iabon 

Lvnn  A.  S.  S.  on  account  of  pledge  25  00     of  J.  T.  Woodbury  20  00 

Monthly  Concert  2  44  Thos.  Gould  of  Boston  on  account 

John  Sullivan  25  00     of  pledge  of  $100,  by  T.  Gould 

West  Bradford  A.  S.  S.  to  consti-  and  Son  20  00 

tute  Geo.  Cogswell,  M.  D.  life  Mr.  Nurse  of  Medway,  collected  at 

member  15  00      monthly  concert  of  Mr.  Ide's  So* 

G.  A.  Brewer's  ann.  subfcription       2  00     ciety  there  24  00 

John  C.  Gore's    do  do  2  00  Collection  at  Salem  St.  Church 

Hugh  B.  Lough    do  do  2  00     4tb  of  July  84  62 

John  E.  Fuller  5  00  C.  C.  Burleigh  by  I.  Knapp  22  06 

A  friend  by  N.  Southard  5  00  Ellis  Gray  Loring  100  00 

Wendell  Phillips,  life  membership    15  00  Donation  by  a  friend  5  00 

Individuals  in  Medford,  by  D.  N.  Samuel  Phi ibrick  of  Brookline         50  00 

Forbes  90  00  Abington  A.  S.  S.  by  Mr.  Gould     26  50 

Marshfiekl  Juv.  Soc.  by  Miss  Little  10  00  Henry  Chapman  100  00 

Donations  from  Concord,  by  J.  N*  Henry  G.  Cliapman  50  00 

Wilder  21  83  Collection  at  8.  Scituate  at  the  ceU 

Mrs.  B.  of  Roxbiiry  1  75     ebration,  1st  Aug.  by  S.  J.  May  16  00 

Rev.  Robert  F.  Walcott  5  00  Donation  from  a  friend,  byS.  J.  May  2  50 

Horace  Smith  from  Amherst  A.  S.S.  9  00  Jno.  S.  White  of  West  Wrentham, 
Sam.  B.  Russell  of  Marblehead,  L.  M.  by  bis  parishioners  15  00 

life  member  15  00  Collection  at  monthly  concert  in 

N.  Beaton  of  Franklin,  life  member  15  00     Wrentham  2  50 

Mrs.  Nathan  Heaton,  life  member    15  00  Ann  T.  Dickson  of  Harvard  50 

Isaac  Winslow  200  00  Roswell  Goes,  pledge  at  Convention 

West  Bradford  A.  S.  S.  to  consti-  1886  100  00 

tute  Rev.  Abijah  Cross, life  mtm.  15  00     do  do       Suble  25th  Jan. 

David  Gregg,  Acton  20  00     1887  50  00 

Francis  Jackson  100  00  Sarah  CUy  of  Lowell  L.  M.  5  00 

Sylvanus  Brown  8  00  Female  A.  S.  S.  Lowell  10  00 

Edmund  Jackson  100  00  Boston  Female  A.  S.  Society  64  00 

Boston  Juvenile  A.  S.  Society  10  00  Joseph  Southwick  of  Boston  50  00 

J.  French  5  00 Old  Colony  A.  S.  S.  by  G.  Ra«ell  25  00 

Mrs.  Bigelow,  Dover,  1  00  Y.  M.  A.  S.  Soc.  New  Bedford  by 

Rev.  Luther  Wright,  Wobum,  life  Rodney  French  100  00 

member  15  00  Haverhill  A.  S.  S.  by  E.  Hall,  Jr.  80  00 

Weymouth  and  Bralntree  A.  8.  8.    25  00  B.  Wood  on  pledge,  $20,  made  at 
Ann  T.  Greene  800  00     Convention,  by  A.  S.  Society  of 

Collection  at  Convention  88  00      Leicester  Academy  11  10 

Boston  Female  A.  S.  Society  100  00  Roth  Pratt,  by  E.  Pcabody  5  00 

Salem  Female  A.  S.  S.  to  constitute  M  indwell  Gleason,  by  D.  Campbell  5  00 

S.  M .  and  A.  E.  Grimke  life  mem.  80  00  Four  httle  girb  ^ 

Lynn  A.  S.  Society  16  00  Jno.  Dickenson  of  Borton  .  ,1S  S2 

Lynn  Female  A.  S.  Society  84  50  Danvers  A.  S.  8.  by  1.  Winstew    100  00 

E.  G.  McElroy  8  50  Coltec.  at  monthly  concert,  25Sept.  8  60 

Abner  Sanger,  pledge  at  ann.  meet.  50  00  Rev.  Charles  Fitch,  ann.  fub.  2  00 
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Amount  brongbt  up  ^2517  63 

John  Gulliver  ftnn.  Bubscription        2  00 
Rhode  Island  A.  S.  Soc.  by  Wm. 

Chace  25  00 

William  Rich  4  50 

A.  M.  Coburn, Salem  8  00 

Newburyport  A.  S.  S.  on  pledge  100  29  00 
Dr.  H.  1.  Bowditch,  donation  5  00 

Wilmington,  Vt.  A.  S.  S.  by  Wm. 

Mtearns  0  00 

Wm.  Gregg  of  Bedford,  Mass.  6  00 

Femate  A.  S.  S.  Weal  Bradford, 

to conititute  John  Burcben,  L.  M.  16  00 
Francis  Jackson  of  Boston,  pledge 

at  Worcester,  60  00 

Boston  Female  A.  8.  S.  oo  pledge 

one  thousand  doUari  44  00 

Female  Benevolent  Society  in  Read- 
ing, by  Lydia  P.  T.  Brancroft.      6  00 
Andovcr  A.  S.  S.  by  Jno.  Smith, 

pledge  at  Worcester  26  00 

A  friend  in  Lowell,  R.  P.  5  00 

Wm.  Lloyd  Garrison,  pledge  at 

Worcester  12  00 

LynnoF.  A.  S.  S.  for  Liberator       60  00 
Pawtucket  A.  S.  S.  fur      do  25  00 

Lvnn   A.  S.  S.  bv  A.  St.  Clair        28  00 
Groton  A.  S.  S.  balance  of  pledge 

twentv-fire  dollars  11  00 

A  friend  1  00 

Amasa  Walker  on  pledge  100  25  00 

Dorchester  Female  A.  S.  S.  to  con- 
stitute David  Sanford  life  mem.     16  00 
Bristol  County  A.  S.  S.  by  Jno. 
Bunage,  Jr.  from  collections  by 
C.  H.  Durfee,  on  pledge 
T.  E.  P.  Weeks,  membership 
Geo.  W.  Bancroft 


Henry  A.  Bancroft 
Sylvanufl  Brown 
G.  W.  F.  Miller 

A.  Walker 
C.  CHipman 
P.  Holbrook 
Edward  Earle 

B.  P.  Rice 
J>  Boardman 
V.  Wood 

A.  Farnswortb 
Charles  Fitch 
William  Bassett 
Jerome  Harris 
Samuel  Lee 
Isaac  Goddar4 
Nathan  Parkhurst 
Joseph  Robbins 
Reuben  Bemis 
A  Friend 
Joshua  Leavitt 
Henry  G.  Chapman 
A.  Everett 
J.  T.  Everett 


20O00 
1  00 
1  26 
1  00 
1  00 
1  00 
1  00 
1  00 
1  23 
1  00 
1  00 
1  00 
1  00 
1  00 
1  25 
200 
1  00 
1  00 
1  00 
1  00 
1  00 
1  00 
1  00 
1  00 

100  00 
1  00 
1  00 

98283  88 


Amoimt  brought  up 

Fairbanks 

Joseph  RicketsoD 
Wm.  L.  Garrison 
George  W.  Benson 

Hay  ward 

Brown 

-Hale 

Edwin  Thompson 
Samuel  Philbrick 
—  Richards 

Williams 

James  B.  Congdoni 

Isaac  L.  Taber 

Amesbiiry  and  Salisbury  A.  S.  S 

E.  L.  Capron 

J.  King 

I.  Washburn 

Stillmnn  Loihrop 

Uriah  Ritchie 

S.  H.  Evans 

W.  S.  White 

B.  Snow,  Jr. 

A.  Kimball 

A  friend 

Francis  Jackson 

P.  Bliss 

D.  B.  Sibley  J 
prudence  Stone  > 
A  Imira  Sibley  J 
Abijah  Wood 
Jno.  Reed,  Jr. 
H.  Waters 
Seth  Lee 

E.  Clark 
J.  H.  Wcihcrbce 
J.  Waters 
J.  Hddges 
Wendell  Phillips 
S.  Goodhue 
N.  Pratt  Jr. 
D.  I.  Powell 

Osgood 

Jacob  O«:good 
J.  S.  Carter 
W.  P.  Ripley 
A.  Rice 
J.  M.  Earle 
A.  St.  Clair 
Jno.  Smith 
Ellis  Gray  Loring 
Thomas  Jennings 
Nath.  Southard 
J.  E.  Fuller 
Simon  G.  Shipley 
Benj.  E.  Smith 
Lucretia  C.  Hoskins 
Pamela  Allen 
George  Trask 
Abner  Sanger 
Emmons  Prescott 
T.  H.  Rice 
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Amount  brought  up 

S8S41  88 

J.  TilLon 

100 

S.  Stevens 

1   «« 

Hoeea  Green 

1  " 

H.  M.  Bancroft 

1  " 

Roswell  Gnss 

6  " 

Abijah  Allen 

2  " 

Unknown  Frieodi ' 

8  « 

J.  Puffen 

1   ** 

D.  Carroichael 

1   " 

E.  G.  Pratt 

1  *' 

Unknown 

8  " 

S.  Lincoln 

1  ** 

Charlea  Hadwin 

1   *' 

Elias  Savage 

1  ** 

J.  C.  Taber 

5  " 

J.  D.  Crosbv 
Purbeck  and  Harvey 

1  ** 

2  " 

Henry  G.  Chapman 

1  ** 

P.  R 

1  '* 

W.  8.  Jinningfl 

10  " 

10 


Plvmouih  Soc.  by  Wro.  P.  Ripley 

Waltham  Soc.  by  Wm.  Brown, 
Treasurer,  for  the  Am.  Soc.  25 

Union  Soc. — Weymouth  and  Brain- 
tree,  by  E.  Richards  25 

Boston  F.  Soc.  by  Treas.  June  14  200 


WorceBter  Soc.  by  A.  A.  Phelps 
A  friend  in  Worcester    do 
Bfillbury  Society  do 

New  Ipswich  Soc.  do 

Collection  at  Waltham   do 
Gardner  Soc.  on  pledge  50 


11 


25 


do 


20 
8 
10  2 
12  I 
Lady  in  Leicester,'  by  ^.  L.  Gould       1 
Boston  F.  Soc.  to  bal.  pledge  1000  592 
Lynn  Soc.  by  Wm.  Bassett,  bal- 
ance of  pledge  11 
New  Worcester  Soc.  pledge  made 

at  Worcester,  by  D.  H.  Bundy      15 
Haverhill  Soc.  pledge  made  at  an- 
nual meeting  10 
Danvers  Soc.  by  Isaac  Wioslow       25 


Amoant  brought  ap  ^4800  90 

Newburyport  Soc.  on  pledge  of 

100,  by  A.  Stanwood  26  ** 

Ladies'  Society,  Lynn  26  ** 

Wm.  James  Foley,  membership  1   ** 

8.  Fhilbrick,  pledge  at  Worcester  100  ** 
R.  Mossman  1   ** 

James  Morrill,  for  the  Liberator, 

paid  February  last  10   *' 

John  James  Applelon        do  10   *< 

Edmund  Quincy,  life  membership      15  ** 
Israel  Perkins,  by  Lynn  Female 

Society,  life  member  15  ** 

Stilknan  Lathrop  of  Watertown, 

pledged  at  Worcester  10  •• 

Francis  Clark,  paid  April  18, 1837,  50  « 
Walter  Dickson,  paid  May,  1837, 
on  account  of  pledge  of  25  dol- 
lars, of  Groton  Society  14  <* 
C.  F.  Bay  ley,  membership  1  " 
John  Bancroft,  do  1  ** 
A  friend  by  Caroline  Weston  2  ** 
Rev.  E.  Smallev,  of  Franklin,  life 

mem.  by  the  ladies  ot  his  society  15  " 
Levi  Hawes,  Franklin  1   " 

South  Reading  Soc.  on  pledge  25 

dollars,  by  Albert  G.  Sweelser  10  " 
Natick  Soc.  by  Edward  Walcutt,  25  ** 
Abington  Soc.  Joseph  Cleverly — 

balance  of  pledge  of  fifty  dollars    23  60 
2nd  Juvenile  Soc.  of  Salem,  to  con- 
stitute Eliza  J.  Kenney  and  Clar- 
issa C.  Lawrence,  life  members    SO   '* 
IsC  Juvenile  Soc.  of  Salem,  to  con- 
stitute Susan  G.  Roundey,  life 
member  20   «« 

Robert  Bartlett,  of  Theok>gical 
school,  Cambridge,  life  member 
by  the  Plymouth  Juvenile  Soc.       15   •' 
Lynn  F.  Soc.  by  A.  A.  Phelps        100   «« 
Acknowledged  m  last  annual  report 
taken  up  at  the  suble  403  46 


54860  90 


ToUl 


^5294  86 
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CONTRIBUTORS  TO  LOVEJOY  FUND. 


Francis  Jackson,  Boston 
Joseph  Soiithwick    do 
Samuel  E.  Sewall    do 
Ellis  Gray  Lorin^    do 
One  not  an  abolitionist 
Henry  G.  Chapman 
Mary  Gray  Chapman 
Jonathan  shove,  Danvers 
A  Friend 

Angelina  Ammidon 
A  Friend 

Catharine  D.  Henrietta  Sargent 
Mrs.  Ann  Phillips 
Mrs.  D.  L.  Child 
'  Collection  at  a  prayer  meeting  of  the 

Free  Church,  bv  Jno.  GulliTer  6  09 
Eliza  T.  Loud,  South  Weymouth  1  «* 
R.  Mossman  1    ** 

John  James  Appleton  8   *< 


10 

00 

10 

«( 

5 

c< 

5 

« 

1  75 

10 

« 

10 

it 

10 

tc 

10 

c< 

1  60 

2 

«( 

2 

<c 

16 

u 

1 

*4 

Amount  brought  up  9104  S4 

Monthly  concert  at  Roxbury,  by 
Jno.  Jones  10  00 

Do    do    Sandwich,  bv  J.  Giflbrd  7  57 
Do    do     Lyceum  Hall,  Boston, 
by  J.  V.  Himes  20    " 

Joseph  Robbins,  1    '* 

Union  Religious  Soc.  of  Braintree 

and  Weymoulh,  by  Mr.  Garrison  26  71 
Providence  Female  Society,  by  H. 

L.  TruesdcU  12    «* 

L.  C.  Pratt,  South  Weymouth  50 

Lowell  Soc.  byW.S.  Merrill  Trea.  88    «< 
Collection  taken  up  at  the  Marlboro* 

Chapel,  evenins  Dec.  22  46  27 

A  few  friends  in  New  Bedford,  by 

I.  C.  Taber  8    «« 

Dorchesier  Soc.  by  Orin  P.  Bacoo   10  06 
An  abolitionist,  Calais,  Me.  6    '* 


$104  86 


Total, 


$281  44 


HONORARY    MEMBERS 

OF      THE      MASSACHUSETTS      ANTI-SLAYERT      SOCIETT. 


Arthur  Tappan,  New  York. 
William  Rawk),  Philadelphia. 
Rev.  S.  J.  May,  Scituate,  Mass. 
Rev.  S.  S.  Jocelyn,  New  Haven,  Ct. 
Rev.  George  Bourne,  New  York. 
Hon.  S.  Crafts,  Craftsbury,  Vt. 
Hon.  A.  Clark,  Danville,  Vt. 
Rev.  W.  A.  Chapin,  Crafubury,  Vt. 
H.  Merrill,  Esq.  Peacham,  Vt. 
Moses  Brown,  Providence,  R.  I.  (dec.) 
Rev.  O.  S.  Murray,  Orwell,  Vt. 
J.  Ridgway,  Staffordshire,  Eng. 


William  Ridgway,    England. 
Josiah  Wedgwood,        do. 
Capt.  C.  Stuart,  do. 

Joseph  Phillips,  do. 

William  Wilberforce,    do.     (d 
Thomas  Clarkson,        do. 
Henry  Newman.  do. 

William  Crawford,       do. 
Edward  S.  Abdy,  do. 

George  ThomfMon,        do, 
David  L.  Child,  Esq.,  Boston. 
Rev.  Amos  A.  Phelps,      do. 


(dec.) 
(dee.) 
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LIFE    MEMBERS    OF    THE    SOCIETY 


John  KeDrick,  Newton,  (dee.) 

Prince  Farmer,  Salem. 

John  Remond,  Salem. 

Charles  Stuart,  England.        « 

George  IMidmpeon,    *< 

Edward  S.  Abdy,       " 

Samuel  E.  Sewall,  Boston. 

Daniel  Gregj^,  ** 

Char  lei  C.  Barry,        '• 

Ellie  Gray  Loring,       '« 

Jamea  C.  Odiorne,      •• 

Isaac  KuRDp  ** 

AViinamH.Hayward," 

Increase  Gilbert,  " 

Rev.  E.  M.  P.  Wellf,  " 

Wm.  Lloyd  Garrison,  " 

Benjamin  C.  Bacon,    " 

Rev.  Henry  Jones,  Cabot,  Vt. 

Rev.  D.  T.  Kimball,  Ipswich. 

Dr  I.  Kittredge,  Beverly. 

Dr.  C.  T.  Hildredih,  Boston. 

Silas  Osborn. 

Wm.  Oakes,  Ipswich. 

Elienezer  Dole,  Hallo  well.  Me. 

John  Taylor,  Bath,  Me. 

Edward  Soatliwick,  Danvers. 

Joaeph  TilUon,  Boston. 

Phineas  Wheeler. 

Mrs.  George  Thompson,  England. 

Mrs.  Calvin  Philleo. 

Mrs.  Amos  A.  Pheipe,  Boston. 

Mrs.  Increase  Gilbert,      " 

Mrs.  S.  H.  Winslow,  Portland,  Me. 

Mrs.  C.  Winslow,  ** 

Mrs.  J.  C.  Smith,  Boston. 

Miss  Susan  Paul,      <« 

William  Rotch,  Jr.  New  Bedford 

Andrew  Robeson,  " 

Dr.  Charles  Pollen,  New  York. 

Rev.  George  B.  Cbeever,  Salem. 

Rev.  C.  P.  Grosvenor,  Rutland. 

Joseph  Sewall,  Esq.  Boston. 

Francis  Jackson,  Esq.     '' 

Rev.  Henry  C.  Wright,  '« 

John  Sullivan,  " 

Perez  Gill,  «« 

D.  Chute,  " 

John  S.  Kimball,  " 

Marcus  Whiting,  " 

Timothy  Gilbert.  *' 

Rev.  Baron  Stow,  «* 

George  Cogswell,  M.  D.  West  Bradford. 

Rev.  Joseph  H.  Towne,  Boston. 

Samuel  B.  Russell,  Marblehead. 

Nathan  Heaton,  Franklin. 

Mrs.  Nathan  Heaton,  Franklin. 

Wendell  Phillips,  Boston. 

Rev.  Abijah  Cross,  West  Bradford. 

Rev.  Luther  Wright,  Wobum. 

Sarah  M.  Grimke,  Philadelphia. 

Rev.  Aliel  G.  Duncan,  Hanover. 

Mrs.  Abel  G.  Duncan,        do. 

David  Gregg,  Acton. 

Roiwell  Gos«,  Boston. 


Rev.  J.  V.  Himes,  Boston, 

Joseph  South  wick,        ** 

Aroasa  Walker,  «* 

John  C.  Smith,  " 

Edmund  Jackson,         '* 

William  Carlctoa,        ** 

George  B.  Euierson,    '* 

I.  S.  Wiihington,         " 

Henry  Chapman,  " 

Samuel  Philbrick.Brooklioe. 

Isaac  Winslow,  Danvers. 

W.  Faros  worth,  Roxbury. 

Rev.  A.  Jackson,  Kingston. 

£.  L.  Capron,  Uxbridge. 

Moses  Brown,  Providence,  R.  I.  (dec.) 

Rev.  G.  B.  Perry,  Bradford. 

Rev.  E.  Scagrave,  Attleborough. 

Rev.  Jotham  Horton,  Boston. 

Rev.  Philemon  R.  Russell,  Lynn. 

Richard  Clapp,  Dorchester. 

Rev.  J.  W.  Cross,  Bo&borougb. . 

A.  F.  Boston. 

8.  H.  Winslow,  Porthind,  Me. 

Angelina  E.  Grimke,  Philadelphia. 

Eliza  Watson,  Boston. 

Daniel  Henshaw,  Lynn. 

Thomas  H.  Atwill,  Lynn. 

John  Rogers,  Boston. 

Abraham  Bowen,  Fall  River. 

Harvey  Chase,  «* 

Jacob  Noyes,  Boston. 

Lydia  B.  Capron,  Uxbridge. 

Gilbert  E.  Capron,        <* 

Anne  Bassett,  « 

Sarah  Easton. 

S.  H.  Peckham,  Plaistow. 

Rev.  N.  Hervey,  Marblehead. 

I.  M.  Wilder,  Hanover. 

Rev.  Edward  N.  Harris,  Methnen. 

Rev.  Isaac  Sawyer,  South  Reading. 

Drury  Fairbanks,  Boston. 

Christopher  Robinson,  Lynn. 

Calvin  Temple,  Reading. 

Mrs.  Elijah  Demond. 

Hiram  A.  Morse,  Holliston. 

Josiah  Hayward. 

E.  T.  Pritchett,  Amherst.  * 

Rev.  James  Cushing,  East  Haverhill. 

Rev.  Jonas  Perkins,  Weymontb. 

Mrs.  Venus  Manning. 

Abner  Sanger,  Dnnvers. 

Rev.  Nathaniel  Emmons,  D.  D.  Franklin. 

Jno.  S.  White,  West  Wrentham. 

Sarah  Clay,  Lowell. 

John  Burchen,  West  Bradford. 

Rev.  David  Sanford,  Dorchester. 

Edmund  Quincy,  Boston. 

Rev.  E.  Smulley,  Franklin. 

Eliza  J.  Kenney,  Salem. 

Clarissa  C.  Lawrence,  do. 

Susan  G.  Roundey,       do. 

Robert  Bartlett,  Cambridge. 

Joseph  Ricketson,  New  Bedford. 

Iirael  Perkiof ,  Lyoo. 
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LIST  OF  ANTI-SLAVERY  SOCIETIES 

IN  MASSACHUSETTS. 


The  following  list,  with  all  its  imperfections,  is  submitted,  as  beU«r  than  none. 
The  errors  which  may  be  pointed  out  during  the  year,  will  be  carefully  corrected  io 
the  next  Report. 

The  figures  in  the  last  column,  enclosed  in-  parentheses,  represent  the  number  of 
members  at  the  date  of  the  society's  organization ;  the  succeeding  figures,  the  num- 
ber at  the  present  time.  Where  the  original  number  of  members  is  not  thus  given, 
the  number  which  stands  against  any  society  was  giren  when  its  organization  was 
first  reported. 

SUFFOLK  COUNTY. 


Names. 


Massachusetts,  (State,) 

Boston,  (Young  Men's,) 

Boston,  (Xadies,) 

Boston,  CJuvenile,) 
Cowper,  Boston, 
Essex  Street,  do. 
Pine  Street,    do. 
Salem  Street,  do. 


Presets  akd  Sec*s. 


Francis  Jackson,  Pres. 
Wm.  Lloyd  Garrison,  Sec. 
Jotbam  Horton,  Pres. 

Mary  S.  Parker,  Pres. 
Maria  W.  Chapman,  Sec. 


Dates. 

Mkmbbrs. 

Jan.  1832, 

Sept.  1833, 

(20) 

Oct.  1833, 

(12) 

April  1837, 

May  1835, 
June  1834, 

Total  number  of  Societies,  8. 
BARNSTABLE  COUNTY. 


"Names. 

Pres'ts  and  Sec's. 

Dates. 

Members. 

1  No  County  Society.) 
:  Barnstable, 

Feb.  1835. 

Barnstable,  (Temale,) 

Mary  F.  Hallct,  Pres. 
Rosilla  Ford,  Sec. 

Sept.  1837. 

60 

Brewster, 

June  1837. 

Falmoutb, 

Rev.  Z.  Stewart,  Pres. 
Zephaniah  Bennet,  Sec. 

Sept.  1837. 

(30)    eo 

•Harwich,  (West,) 

Sandwich, 

Ezra  Toby,  Esq.  Pres. 
Josiab  Gifibrd,  Sec. 

June, 1834. 

82 

Truro, 

A.  S.  Collins,  Pres. 
Jedediah  Shedd,  Sec. 

Feb.  1838. 

30 

Total  number  of  Societies,  7. 
BERKSHIRE  COUNTY. 


Names. 

PrES'tS    AMD    Skc's. 

Dates. 

Members. 

Stockbridge, 

Peru, 

Williams  College, 

Rev.  Noah  Sheldon,  Pres. 
William  Rossiter,  Sec. 

May,  1836. 
Mar.  1837. 

155 

Total  number  of  Societies,  3. 
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BRISTOL  COUNTY. 


Names. 


Bristol  CouDty, 
Altleboro',  North, 

Attlcboro',  West, 

Fairhaven, 

Fairhaven,  (Female,) 

Fall  River, 

Fall  River,  (Female,) 

Freetown, 

Mansfield, 

New  Bedford, 

New  Bedford,  (Y.  Men's,; 

Now  Bedford,  (Female,) 

Norton, 

Pawtucket, 

Taunton, 

Taunton,  (Juvenile,) 

Hebronville, 


Pres'ts  ano  Sec's. 


Samuel  Shove,  2d,  Pres. 
Charles  Anthony,  Sec. 
Joseph  A.  Wilder,  Pres. 
S.  M.  Stanley,  Sec. 
John  Bunker,  Pres. 
Clother  Gifford,  Sec. 
Mrs.  Susan  Allen,  Pres. 
Miss  Delia  Weeden,  Sec. 


Dr.  H.  Skinner,  Pres. 

I.  Sterns,  (E.Foxboro)Sec 

Joseph  Congdon,  Pres. 
Joseph  D.  Nichols,  Sec. 
Susan  Taber,  Pres. 
Elizabeth  G.  Taber,  Sec. 
Rev.  C.  W.  Allen,  Pres. 


Dates.    I  Member^. 


Dea.  Seba  Kent,  Pres. 

Rev.  C.  Simmons,  Sec. 

Total  number  of  Societies,  17. 


Oct.  1837, 
Jan.  1838, 

Dec.  1837. 

July  1835, 
July  1835, 
July  1833, 
Dec.  1836, 

July  1834, 
Feb.  1836, 

Nov.  1836, 

Oct.  1836, 
Jan.  1834, 
May  1835, 

Jan.  1836, 


42 

50 


(112) 
(106) 

305 

(30) 
(50)    120 


26 
90 


(8) 
(30) 
(30)     60 


DUKES  COUNTY. 


Names. 


Dukes  County, 
Edgartown, 
Edgartown,  N.  District, 

Tisbury,  West, 
Nantucket, 

Nantucket,  [Female,] 

Nantucket,  [Javenile,] 


Pres'ts  and  Sec's. 


Benjamin  Davis,  Jr.  Pres. 
Samuel  Butler,  Sec. 

Isaac  Austin,  Pres. 
Rev.  Cyrus  Pierce,  Sec. 
Harriet  Pierce,  Pret. 
Anna  Gardner,  Sec. 
Barzillai  Williams,  Pret. 
Eunice  F.  Ross,  Sec. 
Total  number  of  Societies,  7. 


Dates. 

Members. 

Dec.  1836. 

33 

July  1837. 

SCO 

Feb.  1838. 

(8)       33 

Nov.  1837. 

24 

ESSEX  COUNTY. 


Names. 


Essex  County, 
Amesbury  and  Salisbury, 

Amesbury,  [Female,] 
Amesbury  &  Salisbury,[F.] 


Andover, 


Upper  Beverly, 


Pres'ts  and    Sec's. 


Daniel  C.  Bagley,  Pres. 
James  Watson,  Sec. 

Louisa  L.  Wilcox,  Pres. 
Eliz.  H.  Whittier,  Sec. 

Rev.  John  Foote,  Pres. 
E.  H.  Monlton,  Sec. 


Dates. 

Members 

June,  1834. 
Dec.  1833. 

70 

144 

Jan.  1835, 
Mar.  1838. 

58 
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Names. 


Pres'ts  and    Sic's. 


Dates. 


Members. 


Andover,  West  Parish, 

Andover,  [Female,! 
Audover,  [Female  Juv.] 

Bradford, 

Bradford,  West, 

Bradford,  West,  [Female,] 
Bradford,  East,  [Female,] 

Danirers, 

Danvcrs,  South,  [Female,] 

Danvers,  [Female,] 

Essex, 

Haverhill, 

Haverhill,  [Female,] 

Haverhill,  East,  [Female,] 

Lynn, 

Lynn,  [Young  Men's,] 

Lynn,  [Female,] 

Lynn,  [Juvenile,] 

Lynn,  [Juveuile,  Female,] 

Newbury, 

Newbury,  West,  [Female,] 

Newbury,  West,  [Juv.  F.] 
Newburyport  and  vicinity, 

Ncwburyport,  [Female,] 
New  Rowley, 

New  Rowley,  [Y.  Men's,] 

Salem  and  vicinity, 
Salem,  [Female,] 
Salem,  Ist  Juv.  Female, 


Dea.  E.  Lovejoy,  Pres. 
Moses  Parker,  oec. 

C.  W.  Abbot,  Pres. 
Louisa  L.  Foster,  Sec. 
Rev.  G.  B.  Perry,  Pres. 
Nathaniel  Ladd,  Sec. 
Dr.  G.  Cogswell,  Pres. 
Wm.  F.  Johnson,  Sec. 

Mrs.  M.  C.  Morse,  Pres. 
Ellen  B.  Ladd,  Sec. 
Isaac  Winslow,  Pres. 
Samuel  W.  Kins,  Sec. 
Emily  Wilder,  Pres. 
Emily  Winslow,  Sec. 
Mrs.  Isaac  Winslow,  Pres. 
Harriet  N.  Webster,  Sec. 
Wm.  Foster,  Pres. 
Samuel  Burnham,  2d,  Sec. 
Rev.  H.  Plummer,  Pres. 
George  O.  Harmon,  Sec. 
Mrs.  M.  Longley,  Pres. 
Harriet  Minot,  Sec. 
Mrs.  H.  L.  Cusbing,  Pres. 
Miss  Abby  Sawyer,  Sec. 
Wm.  Bassett,  Pres. 
T.  H.  Atwill,  Sec. 
J.  W.  Brown,  Esq.  Pres. 
Edwin  Thompson,  Sec. 
Deborah  Henshaw,  Pres. 
Abby  Kelley,  Sec. 

Mercy  T.  BufTum,  Pres. 
Emeline  Breed,  Sec. 

Mrs.  Oliver  Brown,  Pres. 
Harriet  K.  Emery,  Sec. 
B.  O.  H.  Marshall,  Pres. 
Nathan  Crosby,  Pres. 
J.  H.  Young,  Sec. 

Rev.  Isaac  Braman,  Pres. 
Daniel  Palmer,  Sec. 
L  A.  Merrill,  Pres. 
T.  A.  Merrill,  Sec. 


Salem,  2d  Juv.  Female, 

Saugns,  (River,) 

West  Amesbary, 

West  Amesbury,  Y.  Men's, 


L.  L.  Dod^e,  Pres. 
Susan  G.  Roundey,  Pres. 
Mary  Brooks,  Sec. 
Eliza  J.  Kenney,  Pres. 
Anna  B.  Frye,  Sec. 
B.  F.  Newhall,  Pres. 
Abel  Newhall,  Sec. 
Rev.  L.  W.  Clark,  Pres. 
Edmund  C.  Jenkins,  Sec. 
Geo.  P.  Patton,  Pres. 
Noah  Jackjnan,  Sec. 
Total  number  of  Societies^  39. 


Nov.  1837. 

Ap.  1837. 

July  1835. 

Aug.  1837. 

Aug.  1836, 
Oct.  1836, 

Feb.  1837, 

June  1837. 

Ap.  1837, 

May  1837, 

Ap.  1834, 

July  1834, 

Nov.  1836, 

Ap.  1832, 

June  1836, 

May  1835, 

Mar.  1837, 

Aug.  1837, 

Aug.  ia37, 
Ap.  1834, 

May  1834, 
May  1834, 

Dec.  1837, 

Jan.  1834, 
June  1834, 

June.  1837, 
Ap.  1837, 
Jan.  1838, 


36 

37 
71 

28 

78 
96 
20 
60 

f24)  86 
87 
50 

(5)  236 
160 
190 

84 

30 

35 

100 

(80) 
(96)  107 

20 

(70) 

90 

35 

56 
65 
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FRANKLIN  COUNTy. 


Names. 


Prbs'ts  and  Sec's. 


0ATSS. 


Members. 


Franklin  Countj, 

Asbfield, 

Buckland, 
Cbarlemonty 

Deerfield, 
Colraine, 
Conway, 

Greenfield, 
Hawley, 
Hawley,  Wett^ 

Heath, 

LeTerett, 

Leverett,  North, 
New  Salem, 

Northfield, 

Northfield,  Sonth  East, 

Shelbume, 

Shelbame  Fallf, 

Sunderland,  North, 


Col.  Roger  Leavitt.  Pres. 
Rev.  T.  Packard,  Sec. 
D.  Ellis,  Esq.  Pres. 
Jesper  Bement,  Sec. 

Rey.  Amherst  Lamb,  Prea. 
Dr.  Moses  Barret,  Sec. 
Dea.  Z.  Graves,  Pros. 

Dea.  Wm.  Billings,  Pret. 
Gen.  Aaa  Howland,  Sec. 


John  Vincent,  Esq.  Prea. 
Ebenezer  Crosby,  Sec. 
P.  O.  Address,  Cbarlemont. 
Rev.  P.  B.  Fisk,  Pres. 

E.  P.  Farns worth,  Sec. 
Dea.  Isaac  Woodbury, Pres. 
Dr.  Butler  Wilmartb,  Sec. 

Hon.  Wm.  Whittaker,Prea. 
Eev.  Erastus  Curtis,  Sec. 
Rev.  H.  J.  Lombard,  Prea. 
Charles  Matoon,  Sec. 
Jacob  Caller,  Pres. 
Calvin  T.  Swan.  Sec. 
Rev.  T.  Packard,  Jr.  Pres. 
Dea.  Eben.  Fisk,  Sec. 
Dea.  Phineaa  Field,  Pres. 
Ralph  B.  Bardwell,  See. 
Rev.  E.  Andrews,  Fres. 

F.  Robinson,  Sec. 

Total  number  of  Societies,  19. 


Dec.  1836, 
Dec.  1837, 

Deo.  1836, 

May  1836, 

Nov.  1836, 
Dec.  1836, 

July  1836, 
Jan.  1837, 


Jan.  1837, 
Deo.  18S7, 
Oct.  1836, 
Jan.  1836, 


25(not  aux) 
179 

ao8) 

60 
119 

40 
49 
147 
94 
40 


HAMPDEN  COUNTY. 


Names. 

Prks'ts  A5D  Sec's. 

Dates. 

Members. 

Hampden  County, 
Brimfiefd, 

Monson, 
Springfield, 
Wilbraham,  South, 

Cyrel  R.  Brown,  Pres. 
Philip  G.  Hubbard,  Sec. 

John  B.  Morris,  Pres. 
S.  B.  Spelman,  Sec. 

Mar.  1837. 
Dec.  1837. 

150 

Total  number  of  Societies,  5. 


HAMPSHIRE  COUNTY. 


Names. 

Pres'ts  and  Sec's. 

Dates. 

Members. 

Hampshire  County, 
Amherst,  North, 
Amherst,  (College,) 

CummingtoD, 

E.W.Allen,  Pres. 
George  Tuthill,  Sec. 

Jan.  1838, 

60 

a5 
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Namm. 


Hatfield, 

Middlefield, 

Northampton, 

Norwieby 

South  Uadloj  CaDal, 

Ware, 

Ware  Village, 

Wetthamptoni 

Wetthamptoa,  Female, 


zfii 


pKBS*Ta  AWD  Sao 'a. 


Joseph  B.  Boyden,  Prea. 
Franeia  Loud,  Sec. 
Mrs.  Eanice  Clapp,  Free. 
Louisa  Clark,  Sec. 
Total  number  of  Societies,  13. 

IflDDLESEX  COUNTY. 


Datbs. 


Deo.  1836. 
Jan.  1837. 


MsMBXBa. 


46 
56 


Nambs. 

PrVS'tS  AMD   SXC'S. 

Datbs. 

MXMBKRS. 

Middlesex  County, 

Rev.  U.  C.  Burnap,  Pres. 

Oct  1834. 

Acton, 

Boxboro^ 

Jasper  Stone,  Pres. 
Samuel  Hay  ward,  Sec. 
Mrs.  F.  A.  J.  Cross,  Pres. 

Jan.  1836, 

50 

Boxboro,  Femalci 

Jan.  1836, 

48 

L*  Vretherby,  Sec* 

Cambridge, 

Dexter  Fairbanks,  Pres. 
John'Dallinger,  Sec. 

July  1836, 

70 

Cambridge,  Eaat, 

Charlestown, 

Concord,  FenMl«, 

Mrs.  John  Wilder,  Pms. 
Caroline  D.  Brooks,  Sec. 

Sept.  1837, 

61 

Chelmsford, 

Dea.  Benj.  Dudley,  Pres. 
C.  B.  Thompson,  Sec. 

Mar.  1837, 

118 

Dracut, 

Rev.  £.  Goodman,  Pres. 
C.  G.  Parsons,  Sec. 

Dec.  1837, 

46 

Fnuningham, 

Dea.  Eben.  Stone,  Pres. 
C.  F.  W.  Parkhurst,  Sec. 

Dec.  1837, 

(not  aux.) 

Gfoton, 

Rev.  A.  Sanderson,  Pres. 
Luther  Boutelle,  Sec. 

Oct  1834, 

60 

Chroton,  Female, 

S.  C.  Rugg,  Pres. 
Eiiz.  Famswortb,  Sec. 

Mar.  1837, 

02)     83 

Groton,  Jut.  Female, 

HolUston, 

July  1834, 

(40) 

UolUston,  Female, 

Hannah  Hunstable,  Pres. 
Joanna  W.  Kinsbury,  Sec. 

Oct  1837, 

17 

Littleton, 

Mar.  1837, 

Lowell, 

Rer.  Theo.  Edson,  Pres. 
Wm.  S.  Merrill,  Sec. 

Feb.  1834, 

(76;  168 

LoweU,Y.  Hen's, 

J.  B.  Dinsmore,  Pres. 
S.  B.  Simonds,  Sec. 

1836, 

110 

Lowell,  Female, 

Dec.  1834, 

Medibrd, 

Natick, 

Edward  WalcuU,  Pres. 
Nathan  Rice,  Sec.   . 

Dec.  1836, 

163 

Mar.  1838, 

Reading,  Female, 

Mrs.  H.  Hartshorn,  Pres. 
Louisa  Wakefield,  Sec. 

Mar.  1833, 

Reading,  Sooth, 

Dea.  Jacob  Eaton.  Pres. 

Ap.  1834, 

70 
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Namxi. 


Beading,  SouUi,  Female, 

Sherborae, 

Bhirlej, 

Stoneoam, 

Sndbary,  J'emale, 
Townsend, 
Waltham, 
Weftford, 

WeftoD, 
WobnrD, 


Pftxi'Tt  AHD  Bao'f. 


PriecUla  Smiley,  Prea. 
Sarah  6.  Waitt,  Sm. 


Abijah  Brjant,  Prea. 
Len  D.  Smith,  Sm. 


Rer.  Caleb  Blake,  Ftrea. 
George  Browo,  Seo. 


Datm. 


Dec.  1835. 
Jao.  1838. 

Mar.  1837. 
Not.  1834. 


Total  namber  of  Sodetiea,  96. 
NORFOLK  COUNTY. 


BfXMBXKf. 


(IS)     60 


eo 


115 


Namsi. 


Prb8*T8  and  Sxc's. 


Datxs. 


MxMBxma. 


Norfolk  Coantj, 

Braintree, 

Dorcheiter, 

Doroheater,  Female, 
Fozboro', 
Franklin, 
Randolph,  Eaet, 

Roxbnry,  Female, 
'  oie. 


Gen.  AppletoQ  Howe^Plrea. 

Dr.  Sam.  Mollikeny  Prea. 
O.  P.  Baoon,  Sec. 


Walpoli 

Weymouth  and  Braintree, 
Weymouth, 

Weymouth  &  Braintree,  F, 

Weymouth,  South, 
Weymouth,  South,FeBiale| 

Weymouth,  South,  F.  Jut. 

Wrentham, 
Wrentham,  Female, 

Wrentham,  Jut.  Cent, 


F.  D.  Holbrook,  Free. 
Wm.  W.  Linfield,  Seo. 

Lewis  Allen,  Prea. 
Elipbalet  Rhodei,  Sec. 
Elias  Richarda,  Prea. 
Appleton  Howe,  Prea. 
Atherton  N.  Hunt,  Sec. 
Rhoda  H.  Perkina,  Prea. 
Hannah  C.  Fifield,  Sec. 

Hannah  Pratt.  Prea. 
Eliza  T.  Loud,  Sec. 
E.  T.  Loud,  Prea. 
Betaey  J.  Pratt,  Sec. 

Martha  Cowell,  Prea. 
Soaan  Mann,  Sec. 


Jan.  1838, 
Ap.  1835, 
Dee.  1835, 

Mar.  1886, 

Ap.  1837, 
Dec.  1836, 

Mar.  1836, 

Sept  1835. 

Not.  1835, 

Oct.  1837, 
Ap.  1837, 


(19)  S50 
a08) 

61 

70 
143 

(30)     60 

(13)   195 

65 
90 


Total  number  of  Sodetiea,  18. 
PLYMOUTH  COUNTY. 


Namxs. 


Plymouth  County, 
Abington, 
Abingtott,  Female, 

Abington,  Eaat. 
Bridgewater,  North, 
CarTer,  North, 


PRKi*TI    AVD     Sko'8. 


Mrs.  Mehitable  Hunt,Prea. 
Mrs.  H.  \t  ard.  Sec. 

Jeaae  Perkina,  Prea. 


Datxs. 


Mar.  1836, 
Aug.  1837, 


MXMXKBa. 


(40) 


190 
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Names. 


Puxbury, 

Eel  Riyer, 

Hanover, 

UiDgfaam^ 

KingsloD, 

Marshfield,  Juyenile, 

Middleboro*, 

Old  Colony, 

Plymouth, 

Plymouth,  Female, 

Plymouth,  Juvenile, 

Bcituate,  South, 


Pres'ts  aud    Sic's. 


Hon.  Seth  Sprague,  Prei. 
Wm.  H.  Sampson,  Sec. 


Increase  S.  Smith,  Pres. 
Jairus  Lincoln,  Sec. 
Dea.  Seth  Drew,  Pres. 
Justus  Harlow,  Sec. 


Horatio  G.  Wood,  Pres. 
George  Russell,  Sec. 
Solomon  Richmond,  Pres. 
Edwin  Morton,  Sec* 
Mrs.  L.  B.  Clark,  Pres. 
Mrs  Fhebe  Cotton,  Sec. 
Miss  L.  Harlow,  Pres. 
Miss  M.  A.  Paty,  Sec. 
Rev.  S.  J.  Mavj  Pres. 
E.  L.  Sewall,  Sec.  N.  Div. 
W.  P.  Tilden,  Sec.  S.  Div 
Total  number  of  Societies,  18. 

WORCESTER  COUNTY. 


Nov.  1837, 


Jan.  1838, 


Datxs. 


July  1834, 

Feb.  1837, 
July  1837, 
1835, 


MSMBERS. 


not  aoz  150 


103 

301 
30 
90 
25 

180 


Names. 


Pres'ts  and    Sxo's. 


Dates.      Members. 


Worcester  County,  N.  Div 

Worcester  County,  S.  Div 

Ashbumham, 

Boylston, 

Boylston,  Female, 
Boylston.  West, 
Brookfield,  East. 
Brookfield,  South, 
Brookfield,  West, 

Fitchburg, 

Fitchburg,  Female, 

Gardner^ 
Ckafton,' 
Hard  wick, 
Harvard, 

Holden, 

Leicester,  North,  Female, 

Mendon,  North, 

Millville,  Female, 
MUlbury, 


J.  T.  Everett,  Pres. 
Edward  Kendall,  Sec. 


Rev.  W.  H.  Sanford,  Pres 
James  Davenport,  Sec. 


Dea.  Josiab  Hensbaw,  Pres. 
Amos  Gilbert,  Sec. 
Alpheus  Kimball,  Pres. 
B.  Snow,  Jr.  Sec. 
Mrs.  D.  L.  Gill,  Pres. 
Harriet  A.  Kimball,  Sec. 


Rev.  Jno.  Farr,  Pres. 
Dr.  E.  A.  Holman,  See. 
Rev.  Elnathan  Davis,  Pres 
Ethan  Davis,  Sec. 
Lucy  Earl,  Pres. 
Eliza  Earl,  Sec. 
Obadiah  Wood,  Pres. 
J.  G.  Metcalf,  Sec.    * 

Elias  Forbes,  Pres. 
Elias  Lovell,  Sec. 


July  1837, 
Jan.  1837, 
Feb.  1837, 


Ap.  1834, 

Ap.  1837, 

July  1937, 

July  1836, 
Jan.  1835, 


140 


34 


(27)     96 


314 

100 
(50;  130 
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Names. 

Prss'ts  ako  Sec's. 

Bates. 

Members. 

Milburj,  West, 

Joseph  Griggs,  Pres. 
Andrew  A.  Marcy,  See. 

Oct.  1837. 

34 

Northboro', 

Paxton, 

John  P.  Grosrenor,  Prea, 
David  G.  Davis,  Sec. 

70 

PriDcetoD, 

Rev.  £.  Demond,  Pres. 

Rutland, 

Dea.  Wm.  Mead,  Pres. 
Cyi us  Rogers,  Sec. 

Shrewibarj, 

Jan.  1638, 

Upton,  Famaley 

Hannah  Wood,  Pies. 
C  B.  Starkweather,  Sec 

20 

Uzbridge, 

Richard  Battey,  Pres. 
Sylvia  Willard,  Pres. 

Mar.  1834, 

310 

Uxbrid^e,  Female, 
Weetminster, 

Mar.  1836, 

57 

Aaron  Wood,  Pres. 

Edward  KendaU,  Jr.  Sec. 

Worcester, 

Willimanut, 

Total  number  of  Societies,  32. 
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MR.    CALHOUN'S    RESOLUTIONS. 

The  following  is  a  copy  of  theae  resolutionfl,  ta  they  paaaed  the 
Senate  of  the  United  Statea : 

1.  Reaolfeii,  That  in  the  adoption  of  the  federal  conatitntion, 
the  States  adopting  the  same  acted,  severally,  as  free,  independent 

'  and  soTereign  States;  and  that  each,  for  itself,  by  its  own  volunta- 
ry assent,  entered  the  Union  with  the  fiew  to  its  increased  security 
against  all  dangers,  domestic  as  well  as  foreign,  and  the  more  per- 
fect and  secare  enjoyment  of  its  advantages,  natural,  political  and 
social. 

2.  Resolved,  That  in  delegating  a  portion  of  their  powers  to  be 
exercised  by  the  federal  government,  the  States  retained,  several- 
ly, the  exclusive  and  sole  right  over  their  own  domestic  inslitutioos 
and  police,  to  the  full  extent  to  which  those  powers  were  not  thus 
delegated,  and  are  alone  responsible  for  them ;  and  that  any  inter- 
meddling of  any  one  or  more  States,  or  a  combination  of  their 
citizens,  with  the  domestic  institutions  and  police  of  the  others, 
on  any  ground,  political,  moral  or  religious,  or  under  any  pretext 
whatever,  with  the  view  to  their  alteration  or  subversion,  is  not 
warranted  by  the  constitution,  tending  to  endanger  the  domestic 
peace  and  tranquillity  of  the  Sutes  interfered  with  ;  subversive  of 
the  objects  for  which  the  constitution  was  formed ;  and,  by  necea- 
sary  consequence,  tending  to  weaken  and  destroy  the  Union  itseIC 

3.  Resolved,  That  this  government  was  instituted  and  adopted 
by  the  several  States  of  this  Union  as  a  common  agent,  in  order  to 
carry  into  effect  the  powers  which  they  had  delegated  by  the  con- 
stitution for  their  mutual  security  and  prosperity ;  and  that,  in  ful- 
filment of  this  high  and  sacred  trust,  this  government  is  bound  so 
to  exercise  its  powers,  as  not  to  interfere  with  the  stability  and  se- 
curity of  the  domestic  institutions  of  the  States  that  compose  thia 
Union ;  and  that  it  is  the  solemn  duty  of  the  government  to  resist, 
to  the  extent  of  its  constitutional  power,  all  attempts  by  one  por- 
tion of  the  Unioni  to  use  it  as  an  instrument  to  atUck  the  domes- 
tic institutions  of  another,  or  to  weaken  or  destroy  such  instito- 
tionSk 

.  4.  Resolved,  That  domestic  slavery,  as  it  exists  in  the  Southera 
and  Western  States  of  this  Union,  composes  an  important  part  of 
the  domestic  institutions  inherited  from  their  ancestors,  and  exist- 
ing at  the  adoption  of  the  Constitution,  by  which  it  is  recognized 
as  constituting  an  important  element  in  the  apportionment  of  pow- 
ers among  the  States ;  and  that  no  change  of  opinion,  or  feeling, 
on  the  part  of  the  other  States  of  the  Union,  in  relation  to  it,  can 
justify  them  or  their  citizens  in  open  and  systematic  attacks 
thereon,  with  the  view  to  its  overthrow  ;  and  that  all  such  atUcka 
are  in  manifest  violation  of  the  mutual  and  solemn  pledge  to  pro- 
tect and  defend  each  other,  given  by  the  Statea  respectively,  on 
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entering  into  the  eonititntional  compact  which  formed  the  Union ; 
and  as  socb,  are  a  manifest  breach  of  faith,  and  a  fiolation  of  the 
most  solemn  obligations. 

5.  Resolfed,  That  the  interference  hj  the  citizens  of  anj  of  the 
States  with  the  riew  to  the  abolition  of  slaferjr  in  this  District,  is 
endangering  the  rights  and  security  of  the  people  of  this  District ; 
and  that  any  act  or  measure  of  Congress  designed  to  abolish  sla- 
rery  in  this  District,  would  be  a  fiolation  of  the  faith  implied  in 
the  cessions  by  the  Statos  of  Virginia  and  Maryland,  a  iust  cause 
of  alarm  to  the  people  of  the  slafeholding  States,  and  hare  a  di- 
rect and  inefitable  tendency  to  disturb  and  endanger  the  Union. 

And,  resolfed.  That  any  attempt  of  Congress  to  abolish  slafery 
in  any  territory  of  the  United  States  in  which  it  exists,  would 
create  serious  alarm,  and  just  apprehension,  in  the  States  sustain- 
ing that  domestic  institution  ;  would  be  a  riolation  of  good  faith  to- 
wards the  inhabitante  of  any  such  territory,  who  hare  been  permits 
ted  to  settle  with,  and  hold  slares  therein,  because  the  people  of 
any  such  territory  hare  not  asked  for  the  abolition  of  slavery  there- 
in, and  because  when  any  such  territory  shall  be  admitted  into  the 
Union  as  a  State,  the  people  thereof  will  be  entitled  to  decide  that 
question  exclusifely  for  themselfes. 


MR.    CLAT*S    RESOLUTIONS. 

The  following  is  the  series  of  re^utions  presented  by  Mr.  Clay, 
in  the  U.  S.  Senate,  as  a  substitute  for  Mr.  Calhoun's  resolutions, 
but  which  were  rejected  : 

Resolred,  That  the  institution  of  domestic  slarery,  as  now  ex- 
isting in  many  of  the  States  of  this  confederacy,  is  subject  to  the 
exclusife  power  and  control  of  those  States  respectifely ;  and  that 
no  other  State,  nor  the  people  of  no  other  State,  nor  Congress, 
possess,  or  can  rightfully  exercise,  any  power  or  authority,  what- 
ever, to  interfere,  in  any  manner  whatever,  therewith. 

Resolved,  That  if  any  citizens  of  the  United  States,  regardless 
of  the  spirit  of  peace,  harmony,  and  union,  which  should  ever  ani- 
mate the  various  members  of  the  confederacy  and  their  respective 
citizens,  shall  present  to  the  Senate  any  petitions,  touching  the 
abolition  of  slavery,  in  any  of  the  States  in  which  it  exists,  all 
such  petitions  shall  be  instantly  rejected,  without  debate,  and  with- 
out further  or  other  proceedings  thereon,  as  relating  to  an  object 
palpably  beyond  the  scope  of  the  constitutional  power  of  Congress. 

Resolved,  That  when  the  District  of  Columbia  was  ceded  by 
the  States  of  Virginia  and  Maryland  to  the  United  States,  domes- 
tic slavery  existed  in  both  of  these  States,  including  the  ceded  ter- 
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ritory ;  and  that,  as  it  still  contianes  in  both  of  them,  it  could  not 
be  abolished  within  the  District,  without  a  yiolation  of  that  good 
faith,  which  was  implied  in  the  cession  and  in  the  acceptance  of 
the  territory ;  nor,  unless  compensation  were  made  to  the  propri- 
etors of  slaves,  without  a  manifest  infringement  of  an  amendment 
to  the  constitution  of  the  United  States  ;  nor  without  exciting  a 
degree  of  just  alarm  and  apprehension  in  the  States  recognizing 
slavery,  far  transcending,  in  mischievous  tendency,  any  possiblo 
benefit  which  could  be  accomplished  by  the  abolition. 

Resolved,  Therefore,  that  it  is  the  deliberate  judgment  of  the 
Senate,  that  the  institution  of  domestic  slavery  ought  not  to  be 
abolished  within  the  District  of  Columbia ;  and  it  earnestly  hopes 
that  all  sincere  friends  of  the  Union,  and  of  harmony  and  general 
tranquillity,  will  cease  to  agitate  this  disturbing  question.  Sut  the 
Senate  feels  itself,  at  the  same  time,  constrained,  from  a  high  sense 
of  duty,  in  respect  to  the  constitutional  right  of  petition,  to  declare 
that  it  holds  itself  bound  to  receive  and  respectfully  to  treat  any 
petition,  couched  in  decorous  language,  which  may  be  presented 
by  citizens  of  the  United  States,  touching  slavery  within  the  Dis> 
trict  of  Columbia. 

Resolved,  That  it  would  be  highly  inexpedient  to  abolish  slare- 
ry  in  Florida,  the  only  territory  of  the  United  States  in  which  it 
now  exists,  because  of  the  serious  alarm  and  just  apprehensions 
which  WQjald  be  thereby  excited,  in  the  States  sustaining  that  do- 
mestic institution ;  because  the  people  of  that  territory  have  not 
asked  it  to  be  done,  and,  when  admitted  into  the  Union,  will  be 
exclusively  entitled  to  decide  that  question  for  themselves ;  and, 
also,  because  it  would  be  in  violation  of  a  solemn  compromise, 
made,  at  a  memorable  and  critical  period  in  the  history  of  this 
country ;  by  which,  while  slavery  was  prohibited  north,  it  was  ad- 
mitted south,  of  the  line  of  36  degrees  and  30  minutes,  north  - 
latitude. 

Resolved,  That  no  power  is  delegated  by  the  constitution  to 
Congress,  to  prohibit,  in  or  between  the  States  tolerating  slavery, 
the  sale  and  removal  of  such  persons  as  are  held  in  slavery  by  the 
laws  of  their  States. 

Resolved,  That,  whilst  the  Senate,  with  painful  regret,  has  aeea 
the  perseverance  of  certain  citizens  of  the  United  States  in  the 
agitation  of  the  abolition  of  domestic  slavery,  thereby  creating  dis- 
trust, and  discontent,  and  dissatisfaction  among  the  people  of  the 
United  States,  who  should  ever  cherish  towards  each  other  frater<^ 
nal  sentiments — it  beholds,  with  the  deepest  satbfaction,  every 
where  prevailing,  an  unconquerable  attachment  to  the  Union,  as 
the  sure  bulwark  of  the  safety,  liberty,  and  happiness  of  the  people 
of  the  United  States. 
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REPORT. 


The  Lord  reigns !  If  it  were  not  so,  the  friends  of  human- 
ity might  despair.  The  Lord  is  omnipotent  !  But  for  this,  ty- 
rants might  exercise  perpetual  dominion.  The  Lord  is  sworn 
to  execute  judgment  for  all  who  are  oppressed!  Therefore,  all 
shackles  shall  be  broken,  and  every  captive  set  free,  in  this,  in 
all  lands. 

Feeling  the  inspiration  of  these  truths,  the  Board  of  Managers 
present  their  Seventh  Annual  Report  to  the  Society,  witt^  no 
misgiving  as  to  the  final  triumph  of  the  abolition  cause,  or  the 
soundness  of  the  principles  and  the  wisdom  of  the  measures 
adopted  by  its  advocates.  How  soon,  in  v^hat  manner,  or  by 
what  instrumentalities,  the  blood-reeking  system  of  American 
slavery  shall  be  overthrown — whether  by  a  peaceful  or  a  bloody 
process,  by  the  repentance  or  destruction  of  the  guilty — it  is  not 
for  the  finite,  but  the  Infinite,  to  know.  After  years  of  warning, 
expostulation,  rebuke,  entreaty,  on  the  part  of  the  messengers 
of  Truth, — after  centuries  of  long-suffering  and  mercy  on  the 
part  of  Almighty  God, — it  yet  remains  problematical,  wheth- 
er this  nation  is  to  be  saved  as  a  brand  plucked  from  the  burning, 
or  to  be  consumed  by  the  fire  of  his  wrath.  The  uncertainty 
of  what  is  to  come  cannot  lessen  our  responsibility,  nor  justify 
despondency,  nor  change  the  ground  of  moral  obligation.    In- 
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Stead  of  discouraging  effort,  or  obstructing  enterprise,  it  enforces 
the  necessity  of  sleepless  vigilance  and  never-slackening  exer- 
tion. There  is  a  certainty  connected  with  this  uncertainty. 
Without  national  reformation,  there  must  be  national  destruction. 
If  there  be  no  truth  disseminated,  there  can  be  no  reformation. 
Unless  there  be  preachers  of  truth,  there  will  be  no  conviction 
of  guilt;  and  without  conviction,  there  can  be  no  repentance, 
but  '*  a  fearful  looking  for  of  judgment  and  6ery  indignation."  It 
is  certain,  th^n,  that  by  silence,  inaction,  or  despondency,  the 
republic  must  be  destroyed,  without  remedy.  It  is  uncertain 
whether,  by  exposing  its  blood-red  guilt  and  horrible  turpitude — 
by  bearing  a  faithful  testimony  for  God  and  his  down-trodden 
poor — by  watchfulness  unto  prayer,  by  laborious  toil,  by  mor- 
al power,  by  energy  and  union  of  action — the  republic  will  be 
saved.  Here  is  the  upspringing  of  our  hope,  and  the  ground  of 
our  action.  If,  however,  it  could  be  proved  that  our  prayers, 
our  warnings,  our  entreaties,  would  all  be  frustrated  by  the  in- 
corrigible wickedness  of  the  people,  still,  our  duty  to  warn  and 
exhort  would  remain  in  full  force.  The  instruction  given  by 
God  to  his  ancient  witness  is  in  point : — "Son  of  man,  go,  get 
thee  unto  the  house  of  Israel,  and  speak  with  my  words  unto 
them  .  .  .  But  the  house  of  Israel  wt7Z  no<  AcarArcn  ttn^o  rtee; 
for  they  will  not  hearken  unto  me  :  for  they  are  impudent  and 
hard-hearted  .  .  .  But  thou  shalt  speak  my  words  unto  them, 
whether  they  will  hear,  or  whether  they  will  forbear  y  Thanks 
be  to  God,  no  prophet  of  emancipation  has  yet  been  commis- 
sioned to  declare,  with  infallible  certainty,  that  we  shall  plead 
and  labor  with  our  countrymen  in  vain.  At  times,  indeed,  the 
last  ray  of  hope  has  been  almost  extinguished,  and  there  has 
scarcely  seemed  to  be  any  possibility  of  averting  impending  judg- 
ments ;  but,  from  time  to  time,  a  rainbow  of  mercy  has  been 
seen  in  the  heavens,  and  omens  of  good,  and  flaming  signs,  to 
encourage  us.  It  was  a  settled  point,  that  Ezekiel  could  not 
make  any  impression  upon  the  seared  and  rock-hardened  con- 
science of  Israel :  nay,  he  could  not  be  heard  even  :  bis  speech 
bad  no  sound,  and  produced  no  effect.     Not  so  with  as.     Oor 
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message  is  heard  by  the  people,  from  the  Atlantic  to  the  Pa- 
cific ocean.  Our  slightest  whisper  is  echoed  from  the  tops  of 
the  Rocky  Mountains,  with  distinctness  and  power.  We  have 
not  spoken  in  vain.  It  is  true,  the  ears  of  many  have  been 
stopped  with  cotton  ;  some  have  made  use  of  their  fingers ; 
very  ingenious  contrivances  have  been  suggested  to  destroy  the 
power  of  sound;  propositions  have  been  made  to  cut  out  our 
tongues,  and  cast  them  upon  a  dung-hill ;  in  many  cases,  gags 
have  been  resorted  to,  in  order  to  silence  us  ;  but  all  in  vain. 
Without  a  paradox,  the  more  our  mouths  have  been  closed,  the 
wider  we  have  opened  them  ;  and  the  less  the  nation  has  been 
disposed  to  hear,  the  more  it  has  heard.  From  the  least  to  the 
greatest,  from  the  youngest  to  the  eldest,  all  have  been  made 
acquainted  with  our  testimony.  Thus  we  have  succeeded  in 
reaching  the  national  conscience.  The  flinty  rock  has  been 
smitten,  and  a  stream  of  contrition  is  beginning  to  flow.  Terri- 
ble, but  hopeful,  is  the  conflict  going  on  in  the  bosom  of  the  na- 
tion, between  light  and  darkness,  truth  and  error,  the  agony  of 
conviction  and  the  desperation  of  passion.  Alternately  are 
heard  imprecations,  expostulations,  threats,  entreaties,  blas- 
jJiemies.  If,  in  one  aspect,  a  spectacle  like  thb  be  afflicting,  in 
another  it  is  pregnant  with  salvation. 

The  history  of  the  anti-slavery  cause,  during  the  past  year, 
is  not  to  be  embodied  in  a  single  Report,  however  voluminous. 
The  times  nre  more  stirring,  conflicts  are  more  frequent,  events 
are  of  greater  magnitude,  than  in  the  days  of  our  revolutionary 
fathers.  The  moral  warfare  of  Libertt  against  Slavcrt  is 
mcomparably  more  animating  and  sublime,  and  fraught  with 
higher  scenes  of  interest,  and  attended  with  far  more  glorious 
consequences,  than  any  physical  strife. 

Since  the  last  annual  meeting,  an  important  change  has  been 
made  in  the  relation  that  subsisted  between  the  State  and  Pa- 
rent Societies,  in  regard  to  the  management  of  the  cause  in 
this  Commonwealth.  This  has  been  done  in  accordance  with 
the  following  resolution,  which  was  adopted  by  the  American 
Society  in  May  last  : 
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'  Ratobttd,  That  it  be  reoonnpeaded  to  inQh  Itate  ot  oC|ier  a^dliariet  as  are  dia- 
poaed  to  take  the  chai^  of  the  abolition  cause  within  their  reapeaive  fields,  to  make 
arrangements  with  the  Executive  Committee  of  this  Society,  gunranteeing  to  oar 
"freasary  sach  stated  payments  as  mny  be  judged  reasonable;  and  then  assume  with- 
in tiieir  own  limits  the  entire  direction  of  lecturers  and  agents  in  forming  local  sooia- 
ties,  collecting  funds,  circulating  memorials,  and  establishing  libraries  :  and  that 
this  society  will  not  send  its  agents  to  labor  for  these  objects  in  such  states  as  carry 
out  this  plan,  except  in  concurrence  with  the  State  Executire  Committee.* 

At  a  subsequent  meeting  of  your  Board  of  Managers,  to  con* 
sider  the  expediency  of  assuming  this  responsibility,  it  was,  af* 
ter  careful  deliberation, 

<  ResoW^,  That  the  Board  of  Managers  of  the  Massachnietts  Anti-Slavery  Socjeo 
ty  will  undertake  the  management  of  the  anti-slavery  cause,  within  the  State,  the  en- 
suing year  ;  and  that  this  Board  is  now  ready  to  enter  into  an  arrangement  with 
tlia  Executive  Committee  of  the  Pareni  Society,  for  this  purpose.? 

At  an  adjourned  meeting,  the  Board  voted  to  pledge  the 
Parent  Society  $10,000  for  the  ensuing  year  ;  $2,000  to  be 
paid  on  the  1st  of  August ;  $3,000  on  the  1st  of  November; 
$2,500  on  the  1st  of  Febuary ;  and  $2,500  on  the  1st  of  May ; 
in  addition  to  raising  an  amount  sufficient  to  defray  the  expen- 
ses of  the  State  Society. 

The  Board  were  induced  to  take  this  step,  believing  it  would 
be  for  the  best  interests  of  the  cause,  and  therefore  that  it  would 
obtain  (as  it  seems  to  have  done)  the  cordial  approbation  of 
Massachusetts  abolitionists.  It  is  obvious,  that  the  responsi- 
bilities of  so  great  an  enterprise,  for  the  several  States,  cannot 
be  sustained  by  a  Central  Board  at  New- York :  hence,  the  more 
they  are  divided  and  subdivided,  till  every  individual  abolition- 
ist feels  his  share  of  the  general  pressure,  the  more  easily  and 
completely  will  the  work  be  done — the  more  vitality  will  be 
diffused  through  the  whole  mass.  There  is  another  considera- 
tion, of  no  trifling  importance,  which  commends  such  a  divts^ 
ion  of  responsibility  to  every  discerning  mind.  The  less  pow- 
er there  is  lodged  in  the  hands  of  any  select  body  of  men, — to  a 
certain  extent,  a(  least, — whether  in  Church  or  State,  in  any 
philanthropic  or  moral  reform,  the  less  danger  there  will  be  of 
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oomiptioDi  usurpttioD,  perversion.  The  interests  of  tbe  anti- 
slavery  ,cause  are  too  momentous  to  be  entrusted  solely  to  the 
management  of  any  twelve,  any  fifty,  any  hundred  individuals, 
constituted  as  a  national  committee,  however  wise  in  counsel, 
or  disinterested  in  purpose,  or  benevolent  in  action.  The  wis- 
dom, the  disinterestedness,  the  benevolence  of  the  whole  body, 
are  to  be  relied  on  more  than  those  of  a  fraction.  It  is  a  po- 
litical axiom,  that  *^  power  is  always  stealing  from  the  many  to 
the  few ;"  but  it  is  seldom  that  the  few  are  found  willing,  volun- 
tarily, to  impart  to  the  many.  The  principles  and  professions 
of  abolitionists  partake  of  a  radical  character  :  hence  they  dis- 
card all  leaders  but  Truth  and  Right — they  rely  upon  princi- 
ples, not  men — they  protest  against  monopoly,  they  demand 
equality.  Hitherto,  in  the  infancy  of  our  struggle,  there  has 
been  no  chance  for  an  al)use  of  power,  and  therefore  little  cause 
for  anxiety.  But  now  we  are  receiving,  daily  and  hourly,  such 
large  accessions  to  our  ranks, — now  that  the  management  of 
our  magnificent  scheme  is  a  prize  worth  seizing,  in  the  eyes  of 
the  rulers  in  Church  and  State, — we  need  to  be  very  careful 
with  whom  we  entrust  power,  and  to  look  well  to  our  safeguards. 
Let  this  admonition  be  imprinted  on  every  honest  mind :  The 
integrity  of  our  cause  is  endangered,  in  exact  proportion  to  the 
growth  of  its  popularity.  When  the  ship  of  RxroRM  lies  upon 
the  stocks,  with  her  naked  ribs  exposed  to  view, — her  form  and 
comeliness  yet  to  be  developed ,« — she  is  an  object  neither  of 
admiration  nor  envy.  It  is  only  when  every  plank  is  laid,  every 
pin  driven  home,  a  successful  launch  effected, — when  ber 
canvass  is  all  spread  out  to  catch  the  favoring  gale,  her  princely 
freight  on  board,  and  she  starts  upon  her  voyage  to  reach  the 
haven  of  Victobt, — it  is  then  that  ecclesiastical  letters  of 
marque  and  political  buccaniers  deem  her  worthy  of  conquest 
and  possession.  From  every  sectarian  inlet  and  party  cove, 
they  push  out  upon  the  deep  for  her  capture.  Wo  to  that  gal- 
lant ship,  if,  at  such  a  perilous  crisis,  there  be  any  disaffection 
among  her  officers  or  crew  !  If  union  and  fidelity  do  not  pre- 
vail on  board,  she  will  fall  a  prey  to  ber  merciless  enemies  ; 


Digitized  by 


Google 


[81 

her  flag  shtll  no  more  ^*  brare  the  battte  and  the  bree^ ;"  with 
the  expiring  light  of  her  conflagration,  shall  perish  the  hopes  of 
expectant  millions. 

State  anti-slaverj-  societies,  having  special  jurisdiction  over 
their  own  appropriate  territorial  limits,  may  be  regarded  as 
important,  if  not  indispensable,  cbecki  and  balances  to  the  ac- 
tion of  each,  and  to  the  integrity  of  the  cause.  In  such  a 
ease,  a  defection  in  one  part  of  the  country  will  be  likely  to  be 
seen  and  exposed  in  another,  before  the  mischief  shall  have 
become  remediless. 

The  independent  action  of  the  Massachusetts  Society  has,  it 
is  believed,  contributed  to  its  efliciency  and  the  furtherance 
of  our  enterprise.  It  is  hardly  time,  however,  to  determine 
the  utility  of  the  experiment,  as  only  two-thirds  of  a  year 
have  elapsed  since  it  was  begun.  In  some  minds,  there  have 
been  misgivings  as  to  its  probable  result — particularly  on  the 
score  of  raising  adequate  funds  to  carry  on  the  varicms  opera- 
tions of  the  State  Society,  and  y«t  fulfillmg  our  pecuniary 
obligations  to  the  Parent  Society.  Nevertheless,  if  there 
flball  no  root  of  bitterness  spring  up  to  divide  our  ranks,  the 
prospect  is  fair  that  we  shall  be  able  to  accomplish  the  utmost 
that  has  been  contemplated  under  the  new  arrangement. 

In  a  pecuniary  point  of  view,  the  abolitionism  of  Massachu- 
setts compares  well  as  to  liberality  with  that  of  any  other  State. 
The  amount  contributed  by  this  State  to  the  treasury  of  the  Pa- 
rent Society,  during  the  year  ending  May  1,  1836,  was 
010,643,18,  exclusive  of  the  expense  attending  its  collection. 
This  sum  was  larger  than  that  contributed  even  by  the  Empire 
State  ;  more  than  five  times  as  much  as  was  given  by  Ohio, 
tfaou{;h  there  are  more  anti-slavery  societies  in  that  State  than 
in  thia  Commonwealth  ;  more  than  was  contributed  by  Maine, 
New-Humpshire,  Yermont,  Rhode^Island,  Coonecticttt,  and 
Pennsylvania,  though  the  number  of  their  societies,  jointly,  is 
tt^rly  twice  as  large  as  exists  in  our  own  State. 

This  comparison  is  not  made  with  invidious  or  vaunting  intent. 
Uadoubtedlyi  there  are  local  causes  to  account,  in  some  i 
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ure,  for  the  wide  disparity.  But  itfurnisbes  decisive  evideDce, 
that  the  abolitionism  ofMassachasetts  is  not. a  mere  abstraction, 
but  both  generous  and  practical.  The  Board  would  fain  hope, 
that  a  more  substantial  proof  of  this  fact  will  be  given  to  our 
countrymen  during  the  present  year.  As  our  numbers  increase, 
so  ought  our  contributions  to  augment. 

The  number  of  societies  in  this  State,  reported  in  May  last, 
was  246 — ^which,  at  this  time,  is  not  less,  probably,  than  300. 
^10,648  18,  divided  by  246,  will  show  the  average  amount 
contributed  by  each  society  to  be  a  firaction  over  ^43. 
There  were  ascertained  to  be  organized  in  the  United  States, 
on  the  1st  of  May,  1838,  about  1350  socieUes.*  Had  the 
other  1100  contributed  an  equal  amount,  the  whole  sum  re- 
ceived into  the  national  treasury  would  have  been  about  $60,000, 
instead  of  $44,000.  But  it  is  justly  expected  of  Massa- 
chusetts, that  she  will  set  an  example  of  well-doing  to  every 
other  State  in  the  Union. 

How  much  is  gif  en  to  sustain  the  anti-slavery  enterprise,  it  is 
difficult  to  form  an  accurate  estimate.  The  sums  actually  real* 
ized  by  the  Parent  and  State  Societies  do  not  afford  sufficient 
data  upon  which  to  determine  the  measure  of  abolition  benevo- 
lence. Thousands  of  dollars,  which  are  not  brought  into  the 
general  aggregate,  are  annually  contributed  for  incidental  ex- 
penses. Besides  their  direct  contributions  to  the  National  and 
State  treasuries,  abolitionists  are  called  upon  to  defray  the  ex- 
pense attending  the  continual  series  of  meetings  which  are  held, 
from  the  national  anniversary  down  to  a  village  gathering,  for 
the  purpose  of  arousing  the  public  conscience,  and  softening  the 
public  heart.  Popular  as  is  the  cause  of  Temperance,  it  has 
not  more  than  six  weekly  periodicals  exclusively  enlisted  in  itr 
support ;  unpopular  as  is  the  anti-slavery  cause,  it  has  not  less  than 
twelve  weekly  newspapers,  nearly  all  of  them  of  imperial  size, 


*  Ai  foUowi: — In  Maine,  48;  New  Hamfwhire,  79;  Vermont,  104; 
Mita,  246;  Rhode  Island,  26  ;  Connecticut,  46;  New  Yerk,  869;  New  Jersey,  14; 
PennsyWania,  126;  Ohio,  251;  Indiana,  7;  lUinoie,  18;  Michigtn,  19;  Dela- 
ware, 14. 
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devoted  to  its  advocacf^  besides  its  monthly  and  other  publict* 
tions.  This  fact  speaks  volumes  for  the  zeal,  the  enterprise, 
the  determinatiooi  the  liberality  of  those,  who,  for  manifesting 
such  extraordinary  if  not  unexampled  devotion  to  the  rights  of 
man,  are  ignominiously  branded  as  fanatics  and  incendiaries. 

It  is  fair  to  presume,  that  the  enemies  of  emancipation  make 
the  amount  of  money  contributed  to  the  cause,  the  criterion  by 
which  to  judge  of  the  sincerity  of  anti-slavery  profession.  Cer- 
tain it  is,  the  whole  land  became  excessively  agitated  when,  at 
the  annual  meeting  of  the  Parent  Society  in  New  York,  in 
1835,  the  bold  proposition  was  made  by  our  stout-hearted  broth- 
er Lewis  Tappan,  and  unanimously  adopted,  to  raise  during 
the  ensuing  year,  for  the  use  of  the  Society,  the  sum  of  thir- 
Tv  THOUSAND  DOLLARS.  The  fact  th^t  such  a  proposition  had 
been  agreed  to  in  good  faith,  at  a  national  gathering  of  abolition- 
ists, was  bruited  throughout  the  country  by  our  vigilant  oppo- 
nents ;  and  then  it  was  that  the  demons  of  slavery  writhed  and 
bowled  in  agony.  Then  a  desperate  and  frantic  spirit  was 
conjured  up  to  execute  Lynch  law  upon  all  who  should  dare 
to  speak  for  the  suffering  and  the  dumb ;  and  from  that  time  to 
the  present,  the  republic  has  rocked  to  its  centre.  **Tfow  we 
know  that  these  men  are  in  earnest,'*  it  was  said  by  the  South  — 
"that  their  sympathy  for  the  enslaved  is  not  in  word  merely, 
but  in  deed — that  they  mean  just  what  they  say — that,  upon 
the  altar  of  their  cause,  they  are  resoved  to  sacrifice  the  toils  of 
industry,  the  gains  of  successful  adventure,  reputation,  life,every 
thing,  rather  than  yield  up  the  contest.  And  if,  now  that  they 
are  few  in  numbers,  and  poor  in  resources,  they  have  resolved 
to  raise  in  twelve  months  the  formida])le  sum  of  030,000,  to 
be  expended  in  scattering  their  incendiary  publications  and 
sending  their  fanatical  lecturers  through  the  land,  what  will 
they  not  propose  to  do,  nay,  what  will  they  not  accomplish,  in 
the  course  of  a  few  years,  when  their  numbers  and  means  shall 
have  increaseda  hundred  fold  ?  Ho,  to  the  resceie!  There 
is  no  time  to  be  lost !  This  combination  must  be  crushed  at  a 
blow— or  our  *'  domestic  institution,"  heaven-originated  and  di- 
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vinely  sanctioned,  the  ^^comer-stone  of  our  republican  edifice," 
will  perish  in  foulest  infamy  !  Help,  brethren  of  the  North  l^^ 
priests  who  "  teach  for  hire,  and  divino  for  money  " — politicians 
who  make  a  trade  of  patriotism — ^lawyers  who  bind  heavy  bur- 
dens upon  men's  shoulders — merchants  who  worship  with  slav- 
ish devotion  at  the  shrine  of  mammon — manufacturers  who  are 
more  interested  in  bales  of  cotton  than  in  all  things  else — ed- 
itors who  pander  to  public  corruption,  and  basely  do  the  bid-« 
ding  of  popular  opinion — the  pharisaical,  the  licentious,  the  re- 
fined, the  brutal,— come  one,  come  all,  to  our  rescue !  " 

Never  was  cry  of  distress  more  promptly  heeded !  For 
priests,  and  politicians,  and  lawyers,  and  merchants,  and  man- 
ufacturers, and  editors,  with  all  the  rank  and  file  of  bigotry  and 
brutality,  over  the  whole  North,  joined  hands  fraternally,  and 
gave  sacred  pledge  that,  by  all  dastardly  expedients  and  law- 
less instrumentalities,  they  would  put  down  the  ^^  agitators," 
and  stand  by  their  brethren  of  the  South  !  These  are  histori- 
cal facts,  all  duly  recorded  and  authenticated  in  the  black  letter- 
book  of  Time. 

So  potent,  then,  is  the  money^giving  principle,  in  the  cause 
of  Humanity !  Such  is  the  adaptation  of  means  to  ends  !  An 
abolitionism  which  does  not  open  purse,  pocket-book  and  draw- 
er, is  like  faith  without  works,  dead — an  abstraction,  a  non-en- 
tity. It  is  not  by  words  that  men  are  known — it  is  by  their 
fruits.  And  how  multitudinous,  how  soul-quickening  are  the  in- 
ducements held  out  to  abolitionists,  that  they  should  make  liberal 
sacrifices  of  their  perishable  substance  in  such  a  crisis  as  this  ! 
Though  signal  has  been  their  liberality,— compared  with  other 
bodies  of  men, — yet  they  have  not  by  any  means  attained  to 
the  highest  point  of  duty  >in  this  matter.  As  a  mass,  they  have 
failed  duly  to  appreciate  the  importance  of  keeping  the  treasu- 
ries of  their  various  associations  well  supplied.  Many,  though 
abundantly  able  to  do  much,  have  done  little  or  nothing  ;  leav- 
ing the  burden  to  be  sustained  by  the  generous  few.  No  hu- 
mane enterprise  has  been  signalized  by  nobler  instances  of  indi- 
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iidiial  mtmificencei  from  the  widow's  two  mites  to  cosdy  gifts ; 
but  much  more  is  demanded  from  the  aggregate. 

Upon  the  subject  of  funds,  the  Board  of  Managers  would 
dwell  a  moment  longer,  with  special  ui^ency.  In  .guaranteeing 
to  the  Parent  Society  the  sum  of  $10,000  from  this  State,  dur- 
ing the  year  ending  May  1, 1889,  they  felt  confident  that  it 
wcrald  be  raised  with  due  punctuality — ^making  proper  allowance 
ibr  the  time  it  would  require  to  complete  the  necessary  finan- 
cial arrangements  under  the  new  relation.  By  reference  to  the 
Report  of  the  Treasurer,  it  will  be  seen  that  a  considerable 
amount  is  due  on  the  last  quarterly  instalment,  ending  Novem- 
ber 1st ;  and  that  on  the  1st  of  Febuary,  which  is  near  at  hand, 
another  instalment  of  $3000  becomes  due ;  making  in  the  aggre- 
gate the  sum  of  $3,600.  In  consequence  of  this  deficiency, 
a  formal  proposition  has  been  made  to  the  Board,  from  the 
Executive  Committee  at  New  York,  that  the  State  Society 
immediately  recede  from  its  independent  position,  and  nullify 
the  contract  between  the  parties. 

To  this  proposition,  the  Board  have  not  felt  willing  to  ac- 
cede, for  various  reasons. 

In  the  [first  place,  suflicient  time  has  not  been  allowed  to 
test  the  feasibility  of  the  experiment.  Owing  to  peculiar  cir- 
cumstances, it  was  not  until  some  time  in  June  that  any  steps 
were  taken  to  prepare,  and  carry  mto  execution,  a  plan  of 
financial  operations  for  the  State.  It  is  not  an  easy  matter  to 
arrange  all  the  parts  of  a  complicated  machine.  When  once  it 
is  fairly  completed,  great  reliance  may  be  placed  upon  the  uni- 
formity of  its  results.  While  it  is  not  unreasonable,  therefore, 
for  the  Executive  Committee  of  the  Parent  Society,  especially 
in  its  present  embarrassed  state,  to  urge  with  some  degree  of 
importunity  the  prompt  fulfilment  of  our  pledge,  it  seems  to  be 
an  impeachment  of  the  honor  and  faith  of  the  Society,  for  them 
to  ask  an  instantaneous  change  in  our  relationship.  That  every 
firaction  of  the  sum  guaranteed  to  the  Parent  Society  will  be 
honorably  liquidated,  the  Board  entertain  not  a  doubt ;  though 
not  so  punctually  as  was  contemplated  at  the  time  of  making 
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the  agreement.  At  leasts  tbej  are  of  opioion,  that  a  better 
jndgment  can  be  fOTined  upon  this  subject  at  the  time  of  the 
national  anniversary  in  May  next,  than  at  present.  In  the  in- 
terim, it  should  be  the  special  object  of  the  new  board  to  devbe 
ways  and  means  for  cancelling  the  entire  pledge  at  the  expira- 
tion of  the  last  quarter.  It  is  proper  to  add,  that  among  the 
causes  which  have  operated  to  prevent  the  completion  of  our 
pecuniary  engagement,  the  Middlesex  election  has  been  prom- 
inent— an  election  which  yet  remains  undecided,  which  is  ex- 
citing extraordinary  interest  throughout  the  country,  and  which 
has  for  some  time  past  almost  wholly  engrossed  the  attention 
and  labors  of  our  principal  lecturers,  who  else  would  have  been 
busy  in  procuring  funds.  The  importance  of  exerting  as  much 
influence  as  possible  upon  the  Fourth  District,  to  secure  the 
election  to  Congress  of  a  consistent,  thorough-going  abolitionist, 
has  been  felt  and  acknowledged  by  none  more  heartily  than  by 
'the  members  of  the  New- York  Executive  Committee. 

The  Board  have  felt  unwilling,  in  the  second  place,  to  com- 
ply with  the  proposition  of  the  Committee,  because  they  are 
confident  that  the  State  Society  is  competent  to  manage  the 
anti-slavery  afiairs  of  thb  Commonwealth,  upon  the  plan  sug- 
gested at  the  annual  meeting  in  New  York,  and  mutually  agreed 
upon  by  all  the  delegates.  If  that  plan  should  now  be  aban- 
doned, all  the  original  difficulties  and  embarrassments  which 
loudly  demanded  its  adoption  would  at  once  recur,  creating 
much  confusion  and  uncertainty  in  the  modes  of  action  to  be 
pursued.  No  definite  rules  could  be  laid  down  for  the  guidance 
of  the  financial  agents  of  either  society,  who  would  be  liable  fre- 
quently to  cross  each  other's  track,  and  to  find  their  labor  in 
vain,  both  to  the  annoyance  of  abolition  contributors,  and  the 
injury  of  the  cause.  Under  the  present  arrangement,  every 
thbg  b  well  defined ;  there  is  no  chance  for  misapplied  exer- 
tion ;  the  duties  and  obligations  of  all  are  clearly  understood. 

There  is  another  reason  (which  has  already  been  commented 
upon)  why  the  Board  think  it  unadvisable  for  the  Society  to 
relinquish  its  mdependency.    It  is,  that,  as  far  as  practicable, 
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the  respoi^sibilitjes  of  the  cause  should  be  divided  amoDg  the 
several  State  Societies ;  that  there  should  be  an  equal  distribu- 
tioD  of  controlling  power ;  and  that  no  body  of  men  ought  to  be 
entrusted  with  the  exclusive  management  of  so  great  an  enter- 
prise. No  reflection  is  intended  to  be  cast  upon  any  person  or 
persons  by  these  remarks.  Up  (o  this  hour,  there  has  been  per- 
fect harmony  of  feeling  between  the  Parent  Society  and  its 
auxiliaries.  The  Executive  Committee  are  entitled  to  great 
commendation  for  the  manner  in  which  they  have  discharged 
the  responsible  duties  of  their  station.  What  changes  shall  be 
made  in  that  Committee,  it  is  impossible  to  foresee :  it  is  believed 
that  none  are  contemplated.  But,  in  the  course  of  events, 
another  class  of  men,  less  faithful  and  single-hearted,  may  perad- 
venture  hold  the  reins  of  government,  who,  at  a  favorable  mo- 
ment, will  not  hesitate  to  abuse  their  power.  If  such  a  body 
should  have  the  monopoly  of  anti-slavery  funds,  and  the  ap- 
pointment and  control  of  the  agents  engaged  in  the  cause,  it  is 
easy  to  see  how  easily  they  might  usurp  authority,  and  change 
the  aspect  of  our  unpopular  movement.  In  laboring  together 
to  emancipate  the  victims  of  oppression,  there  ought  to  be  no 
envy,  no  jealousy,  one  of  another.  But  ^^oll  are  not  Israel,  who 
are  of  Israel" ;  and  we  shall  have  good  cause  to  be  very  jealous, 
very  watchful,  very  anxious,  to  the  end  of  this  great  controver- 
sy. Both  Church  and  State  are  in  league  to  crush  us.  What 
they  cannot  do  by  fair  means,  they  will  try  to  accomplish  by 
foul.  They  will  endorse  our  principles  as  sound  in  the  abstract, 
and  so  avow  themselves  to  be  abolitionists,  that  they  may  grad- 
ually change  our  measures.  We  must  remember  that  Satan  is 
seldom  able  to  do  much  mischief,  except  when  he  assumes  the 
form  of  an  angel  of  light.  Of  the  roaring  lion,  all  may  take 
warning,  and  flee.  The  abolition  enterprise  is  not  the  building 
of  a  railroad,  or  the  digging  of  a  canal :  it  is  not  matter,  but 
spirit :  and  therefore  it  is  not  to  be  carried  on  by  proxy,  or  ex- 
clusively managed  by  a  party,  sect,  or  committee.  Like  the 
gospel,  it  calls  for  individual  reformation,  individual  responsi- 
bility,  individual  freedom  and  activity.     Its  temple  must  be 
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built  up  of  lively  stones,  or  it  will  crumble  beneath  its  own 
weight.  It  belongs  to  the  "common  people,"  not  to  the  aris- 
tocracy. Its  power  should  remain  with  the  many,  not  be  lodged 
with  the  few. 

During  the  past  year,  the  Board  hare  endeavored  to  ap- 
point as  many  local  agents,  to  lecture  upon  the  subject  of 
slavery  in  specific  regions  in  this  State,  as  could  be  found 
willing  and  qualified  to  assume  the  task,  at  no  other  charge  than 
the  payment  of  travelling  expenses.  Their  endeavors  have 
been  seconded  by  several  county  societies,  with  some  degree  of 
success.  The  consequence  has  been,  that  more  meetings  have 
been  held,  more  lectures  delivered,  and,  it  is  believed,  more 
converts  made,  than  during  any  preceding  year.  With  only 
one  or  two  exceptions,  no  attempts  have  been  made  to  interrupt 
the  meetings  in  a  lawless  manner ;  though  obstructions  have 
been  frequently  thrown  in  the  way,  by  the  closing  of  meeting- 
bouses,  to  prevent  the  advocates  of  emancipation  being  heard 
by  the  people. 

On  the  1st  of  March  last,  the  Rev.  Alanson  St.  Clair  was  ap- 
pointed one  of  the  travelling  agents  of  the  Society  ;  since  which 
time,  he  has  been  actively  engaged  in  lecturing,  excepting  for 
a  brief  period  when  he  was  disabled  by  being  upset  in  a  stage- 
coach, in  returning  from  some  important  meetings  in  the  western 
part  of  the  State. 

The  Rev.  Philemon  R.  Russell,  of  Lynn,  and  the  Rev.  Dan- 
iel Wise,  of  Quincy,  have  also  devoted  much  of  their  time  to 
the  furtherance  of  the  cause,  and  have  lectured  to  great  accep- 
tance. Several  other  clergymen  have  also  done  much,  in  this 
manner,  to  rectify  and  enlighten  public  sentiment.  Among  the 
laymen  who  have  spoken  with  eloquence  and  power  in  behalf 
of  insulted  humanity,  the  names  of  Wendell  PhiUips  and  Ed- 
mund Quincy,  of  Boston,  and  John  W  Browne,  of  Lynn,  de- 
serve honorable  mention. 

The  Rev.  Amos  A.  Phelps,  as  the  General  Agent  of  the  So- 
ciety, has  labored  abundantly,  and  with  untiring  zeal.  The 
plan  of  operations,  drawn  up  by  him,  and  sanctioned  by  the 
Boardi  for  the  guidance  of  the  State,  county,  and  town  socie- 
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ties,  throws  a  due  amount  of  responsibleness  upon  each,  and  is 
well  adapted  to  promote  a  lively  action  through  the  whole  body. 
As  far  as  it  has  been  carried  into  effect,  the  result  has  been 
highly  advantageous. 

Mr.  Phelps  having  been  called  to  the  pastoral  charge  of  the 
Free  Church,  worshipping  in  the  Marlboro'  Chapel,  in  Bostcm, 
resigned  his  agency  on  the  Grst  of  January.  The  vacancy  was 
subsequently  filled  by  the  choice  of  Henry  B.  Stanton,  on  the 
part*of  the  Board.  Strong  hopes  were  entertained  that  he  would 
be  induced  to  accept  the  office  ;  but  he  has  declined,  on  the 
ground  of  the  unwillingness  of  the  Executive  Committee  at 
Mew- York  to  discharge  him  from  his  present  station.  As  the 
election  of  a  new  Board  is  to  be  made  immediately,  it  has  been 
thought  proper  to  leave  the  appointment  of  a  General  Agent 
to  that  body. 

Though  officially  connected  with  the  Parent  Society,  Mr.  S. 
has  given  a  large  portion  of  his  time  to  the  interests  of  the  cause 
in  this  Commonwealth.  Of  his  zeal,  his  talents,  his  many  ex- 
cellent qualifications,  it  is  superfluous  to  speak.  Especially 
worthy  of  all  commendation  have  been  his  labors  in  the  Fourth 
District,  to  prevent  the  choice  of  a  representative  to  Congress, 
for  whom  Liberty  might  have  cause  to  blush,  and  Humanity 
cause  to  mourn.  As  the  strongest  evidence  that  his  course  has 
been  perfectly  impartial  toward  both  political  parties,  that  he 
has  rebuked  them  with  equal  fidelity,  it  is  only  necessary  to 
add,  that  he  b  denounced,  calumniated,  proscribed  by  the  lead- 
ers of  those  parties — now  branded  as  a  whig,  and  anon  as  a 
tory.  Amid  the  din  and  heat  of  the  conflict,  however,  he  has 
neither  quailed  nor  grown  weary ;  his  rallying-cry  has  been 
beard  above  all  clamorous  sounds ;  and  again  and  again  have 
the  firiends  of  the  slave,  animated  by  bis  warm  appeals,  met 
the  shock  of  opposing  hosts  triumphantly. 

Since  the  standard  of  emancipation  was  first  flung  out  to  the 
breeze,  no  local  election  in  this  country  has  excited  so  intense 
and  wide  an  interest  as  that  which  is  now  pending  m  old  Mid- 
dlesex.    It  not  only  happens  that  the  rival  political  parties  are 
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nearly  balanced,  so  that  a  very  small  corp*  rfn  reserve  can  pre- 
vent a  choice  ;  but  it  also  happens  that  a  large  portion  of  the 
electoral  strength  in  the  District  belong^  to  the  abolitionists, 
who,  it  is  estimated,  if  true  to  their  principles,  might  easily  cast 
some  twelve  or  fifteen  hundred  votes.  Holding,  then,  in  their 
hands,  the  balance  of  power  overwhelmingly,  for  them  to  allow 
any  but  a  tried,  undoubted  friend  of  immediate  emancipation  to 
succeed,  would  be  a  burning  disgrace  to  themselves,  and  make 
political  abolition  a  hissing  and  a  proverb.  How  faithfully  they 
have  withstood  all  attempts  to  put  them  in  party  traces, — with 
what  ease  they  have  twice  defeated  an  election, — who  that 
*'haih  ears  to  hear,"  and  eyes  to  see,  has  not  heard  and  wit- 
nessed ?  Another  trial  is  to  be  made  on  the  first  Monday  in 
February,  the  same  obnoxious  candidates  being  in  nomination. 
On  the  first  trial  there  were  more  than  300,  on  the  second 
more  than  600  scattering  votes  cast.  On  the  third,  it  is  confi- 
dently expected  the  number  will  be  greatly  augmented — and 
so  on,  until  one  or  both  of  the  rival  parties  shall  consult  the 
rights  of  the  North,  and  the  claims  of  bleeding  humanity,  in 
nominating  a  suitable  candidate. 

If  Messrs.  Brooks  apd  Parmenter  had  been  avowedly  hostile 
to  the  anti-slavery  cause,  a  much  stronger  oppsition  would  have 
been  brought  out  against  them.  But  every  eflTort  was  made  by 
their  partizans,  to  induce  the  abolition  electors  to  believe  that  they 
were  **  good  men  and  true,"  the  fast  friends  of  immediate  eman- 
cipation. Some  of  the  leading  whig  organs,— conspicuous,  for 
the  last  five  years,  for  their  unmitigated  opposition  to  our  prin- 
ciples and  measuresj-^gravely  expressed  their  astonishment, 
that  any  fault  should  be  found  with  the  abolitionism  of  Nathan 
Brooks  !  It  was  pronounced  to  be  of  a  genuine  stamp,  ultra 
even  to  the  lettrag  down  of  the  heavens,  if  justice  were  only 
done  !  These  story-tellers  were  too  doltish  to  perceive,  that 
their  very  endorsement  of  Mr.  B's  anti-slavery  character  fur- 
nished strong  circumstantial,  not  to  say  positive  evidence  of  its 
unsoundness.  In  declaring  his  coin  to  be  pure  gold,  they  proved 
in  to  be  counterfeit.     On  the  other  hand,  the  papers  friendly  to 
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William  Parmenter  assertedjthat  the  spiHt  of  his  abolitionism  wai 
at  least  100  per  cent,  better  then  that  of  Mr.  Brooks  !  These 
strong  but  deceptive  represemations, — joined  to  that  sorcery- 
spell  of  party,  from  which  so  few  of  the  people  have  been  able 
wholly  to  emancipate  themselves, — doubtless  induced  a  number 
of  abolition  voters,  whose  vision  is  yet  somewhat  imperfect,  to 
cast  their  suflfrages  in  favor  of  these  candidates,  according  to 
their  party  predilections — while  others  refrained  from  going  to 
the  polb,  deeming  it  a  matter  of  small  consequence  which  way 
the  scale  might  turn.  In  profession,  therefore,  the  entire  Dis* 
trict  assumed  to  be  abolition — a  fact  which  "  our  southern  breth- 
ren" are  particularly  requested  to  chronicle  in  their  note-book. 

In  respect  to  political  action,  the  following  is  the  course  mark- 
ed out  by  abolitionists  to  be  pursued,  with  an  undeviating  step : 

First,  to  interrogate  all  candidates  for  a  seat  in  Congress,  re- 
specting their  views  on  the  subject  of  slavery  and  the  slave  trade, 
the  admission  of  new  slave  states,  the  right  of  petition,  he 

Second,  to  vote  for  no  man  who  refuses  to  reply,  or  whose 
answer  is  evasive  or  unsatisfactory. 

Third,  to  make  the  doctrine  of  itmnediate  emancipation  the 
test-question. 

Fourth,  to  regard  the  cause  of  the  bondman  as  paramount  to 
all  party  considerations — and,  therefofe. 

Fifth,  to  vote  for  the  candidate  who  appears  to  be  the  most 
trustworthy,  whether  he  be  called  whigor  democrat,  or  by  what- 
ever party  name. 

Guided  by  these  plain  rules,  no  consistent  abolitionist  resid- 
ing in  the  Fourth  District,  can  vote  for  either  of  the  candidates 
now  in  nomination. 

The  reply  of  Mr.  Parmenter  is  radically  defective  upon  the 
main  question.  He  is,  of  course,  in  favor  of  free  discussion 
and  the  right  of  petition.  He  is  not  in  favor  of  admitting  into 
the  Union  another  slave  state.  In  his  opinion,  ''the  powers 
possessed  by  Congress  should  be  exercised  to  prohibit  the  inter- 
state slave-trade,  and  to  abolish  slavery  in  the  District  of  Co- 
hjiubia^-Miyien^Mf  snob  laeasures  can  be  adopled  ooosisieatly 


Digitized  by 


Google 


with  the  safety  of  the  nation."  A  maYi  who  is  in  doubt,  whether 
it  would  be  safe  to  stop  the  trade  in  *'  slaves  and  ih&  souls  of 
meu  "  immediately — who  hypothecates  danger  upon  the  act  of 
letting  the  oppressed  go  free — has  no  claim  to  the  title  of  a 
democrat,  and  is  surely  not  qualified  to  represent  a  free  and 
Christian  people. 

Mr.  Brooks  persists  in  refusing  to  reply  to  the  interrogations 
propounded  to  him.  in  so  doing,  he  does  not  wish  to  be  con- 
sidered as  lacking  in  courtesy,  but  conscientiously  scrupulous 
on  the  score  of  duty.  However  satisfactory  his  reasons  may 
appear  to  himself^  the  fact  that  he  is  unwilling  to  avow  his 
opinions  on  fundamental  questions,  justly  and  necessarily  pre- 
cludes him  from  receiving  the  suffrages  of  abolitionists.  It  is 
bis  misfortune,  if  not  his  fault,  that  he  cannot  speak  out  his  ' 
thoughts  on  all  topics  of  importance, — especially  respecting 
the  sundering  of  human  yokes  and  fetters,  and  the  rightfulness 
of  delivering  him  that  is  spoiled  out  of  the  hand  of  the  oppressor. 

It  is  not  a  pledge,  but  an  expression  of  opinion,  an  avowal  of 
present  conviction,  that  is  solicited  of  him — though,  if  he  really 
apprehends  and  cherishes  the  *^  self-evident  truths  "  of  the  De- 
claration of  Independence,  if  he  believes  in  the  inalienable  rights 
of  man,  he  ought  not  to  shrink,  for  one  moment,  in  pledging 
himself,  by  h!s  allegiance  to  God  and  his  abhorrence  of  tyranny, 
that  he  will  do.  all  that  in  him  lies  to  procure,  forthwith  and 
forever,  the  emancipation  of  the  men,  women  and  children,  who 
are  by  a  bloody  edict  of  Congress  held  in  chains  and  slavery. 

He  cannot  excuse  himself,  for  not  returning  an  answer,  on 
the  ground  that  "  actions  speak  louder  than  words."  The  very 
fact,  that  he  is  questioned  by  so  large  and  respectable  a  body  of 
bis  fellow-citizens,  is  decisive  proof  that  they  do  not  regard  his 
actions  as  perfectly  satisfactory.  Nor  can  be  plead  that  he  is 
unwilling  to  announce  his  present  convictions  of  duty,  lest  he 
may  find  occasion  hereafter  to  change  them.  He  is  not  osked, 
what  will  be  his  belief  next  year,  but  what  is  it  now  1  And  the 
question  which  is  put  to  him,  is  not  one  that  any  additional  light 
can  possibly  require  a  different  answer.    It  relates  to  the  iq- 


Digitized  by 


Google 


[90) 

alienable  rights  of  mankind,  which  are  made  apparent  in  exact 
proportion. to  the  amount  of  light  radiated  upon  them.  Nor  may 
be  allege  that  a  letter  from  him,  on  the  eve  of  an  election  in 
which  be  is  interested,  would  serve  to  degrade  him  as  one  eager 
to  secure  votes  by  gilded  professions.  These  are  solemn  times, 
which  do  not  admit  of  trifling.  This  is  no  electioneering  trick, 
nor  is  it  a  local  matter.  The  inquiries  which  are  made  of  bini 
embody  all  tliat  is  valuable  in  republicanism,  and  vital  in 
Christianity.  They  are  not  put  for  the  purpose  of  annoyance, 
nor  to  injure  his  election,  but  in  justice  to  the  bleeding  slave, 
and  the  cause  of  liberty  itself,  now  outlawed*  in  a  land  boasting 
of  its  unequalled  regard  for  freedom  and  equality.  And  well 
be  knows,  that  his  case  is  not  a  peculiar  one.  His  antagonist 
has  also  been  fairly  and  respectfully  interrogated  on  the  same 
points.  All  over  the  free  States,  the  same  form  of  inquiry  has 
been  put  to  political  candidates  of  all  parties.  Mr.  Brooks, 
therefore,  is  without  excuse  for  his  silence;  nay,  in  that  he  is 
dumb  when  his  voice  should  be  heard  in  clear  and  distinct  tones, 
he  deserves  to  receive  the  suffrage  of  no  freeman.  For  if— as 
some  of  his  friends  assert — he  is  in  favor  of  instant  manumis- 
sion, why  does  he  not  respond,  with  his  lips  to  the  feelings  of 
his  heart,  in  the  intelligible  and  generous  language  of  Ireland's 
distinguished  champion  : — ^^I  am  an  abolitionist.  I  am  for  spee* 
dy,  immediate  abolition.  1  care  not  what  caste,  creed  or  color, 
slavery  may  assume : — I  am  for  its  total,  its  instant  abolition. 
Whether  it  be  personal  or  political,  mental  or  corporeal,  intel- 
lectual or  spiritual,  I  am  for  its  immediate  abolition.  I  enter 
into  no  compromise  with  slavery.  I  am  for  justice,  in  the  name 
of  humanity,  and  according  to  the  law  of  the  living  God." 

These  strictures  are  made,  not  merely  with  special  reference 
to  the  case  of  Mr.  Brooks,  but  as  applying  to  many  similar  in- 
stances, in  this  and  other  States,  in  which  candidates  have  re- 
fused to  answer  the  queries  submitted  to  them,  on  the  ground 
that  they  cherished  too  high  a  regard  for  individual  freedom  and 
independence  to  make  any  pledge,  or  express  any  opinion,  in 
fPplatioQ  to  tlie  manner  in  wbbb,  if  elected,  thpj  wiU  dischargo 
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the  highest  and  most  solemn  obligations  that  can  rest  upon  ac* 
countable  beings. 

In  order  to  breed  mutual  distrust  andjealousy  inthe  minds  of  the 
abolition  voters  in  the  Fourth  District,  it  has  been  falsely  asserted 
by  the  whig  organs,  that  nearly   all  the  scattering  votes  have 
been  cast  by  the   whigs ;  that  democratic   nbolitionists   have 
closely  adhered  to  their  party  views;  and  that  all  this  excite- 
ment is  an  artful  roanceuvre,  on  the  part  of  democracy,  to  re- 
elect William  Parmenter  by  the  aid  of  whig  votes.     Not  to  be 
outdone  in  untruthfulness,the  democratic  papers  have  brought  the 
same  charge  of  tireachery  against  the  whig  abolitionists.      The 
infamous  conclusion  of  all  these  organs  is,  that  the  slave  should 
be  left  to  perish  in  his  chains  ;  that,  because  the  members  of 
one  political  party  are  basely  recreant  to  their  principles  and 
professions,  it  is  the  bounden  duty  of  members  belonging  to  the 
opposite  party  to  imitate  their  scandalous  example  !     The  log- 
ic is  on  a  par  with  its  morality.  What  if  it  were  true>  that  on  one 
part  there  is  arrant  duplicity — on  the  other,  pefect  integrity  ? 
The  fact,  then,  is  as  honorable  to  the  one,  as  it  is  disgraceful  to 
the  other  ;  and,  instead  of  being  an  argument  for  universal  prof- 
ligacy, it  imposes  still   higher  obligations  upon  the  ^'  faithful 
among  the  faithless  found"  to  be  unyielding  in  their  adherence  to 
principle.     Abolitionists  are  about  equally  divided  among  both 
political  parties.     They  meet  in  convention  just  before  an  im- 
portant election,  and,  seemingly  in  good  faith,  and  with  unusual 
solemnity,  pledge  themselves  before  God  and  the  world,  that, 
despite  all  party  trammels  and  predilections,  they  will  go  to  the 
polls,  remembering  those  in  bonds  as  bound  with  them,  and  be- 
stow their  suflfrages  upon  whig  or  democrat  who  will  go  farthest 
in  his  opposition  to  slavery.     It  subsequently  appears  that  there 
was  no  sincerity  on  the  part  of  some,  in  making  this  pledge. 
With  unblushing  effrontery,  the  faithful  and  true  are  counselled, 
by  those  who  would  lead  them  by  the  nose  obsequiously,  to  be- 
have in  the  same  treacherous  manner,  and  thus  show  to  the 
world  that  they  neither  fear  God,  nor  regard  the  dying  captive, 
whose  cause  they  have  pretended  to  comrois^ratei     Mossudus 
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inburoaDity  !  The  acme  of  devilish  advisement !  As  if  hy* 
pocrisy  in  others  be  an  all-sufficient  reason  why  it  should  be 
exempliGed  in  us  !  As  well  might  it  be  argued,  that  because 
one  man  has  proved  to  be  a  thief)  and  a  violater  of  social  and 
governmental  stipulations,  all  other  members  of  the  body  politic 
are  released  from  their  moral  obligations,  and  ought  to  turn 
thieves  en  masse  ! 

But  it  is  not  true,  that  any  hollow-heartedness,  any  fraud,  has 
been  evinced  by  the  abolitionists  of  either  party  in  the  Fourth 
District,  at  eiiher  of  the  recent  trials  to  elect  a  representative  to 
Congress.     On  the  contrary,   it  is  demonstrated  by  the  official 
returns,  duly  authenticated  by  the  Governor  and  Council,  that  - 
they  have  acted  in  good  faith,  and  performed  their  duty  well 
and  truly.     Indeed,  the  exact  relative  proportion  of  scattering 
votes  to  the  whole  number  given  by  each  political  party,  is  a 
most   gratifying  and   extraordinary  coincidence — proving   not 
only  the  general  fidelity  of  abolition  voters  in  that  District  to  their 
cause,  but  also  the  equal  prevalence  of  anti-slavery  sentiments 
in  both  parties.     On  the  last  trial,  the  whole  number  of  votes 
thrown  was  8493  ;  of  which  Nathan  Brooks  received  2862,  and 
William  Parmenter  3985.     The   number  of  scattering  votes 
given  was  653;  of  which  307  were  cast  by  whig  abolitionists, 
and  351  by  democratic  abolitionists, — as  ascertained  by  the  well 
.  known   political  character  of  the  individuals  for  whom  these 
votes  were  thrown.     This  result  is  as  cheering  to  the  friends  of 
emancipation  throughout  the  country,  as  it  is  disheartening  to 
its  enemies.     Can  it  be  doubted  that  those  who  have  met  with 
unbroken  phalanx  the  united  forces  of  the  two  great  parties,  and 
turned  the  tide  of  victory  in  favor  of  humanity,   will  remain 
steadfast  to  tho  end  of  the  conflict,  through  a  hundred  onsets  ? 

DEFECTION   Ul  CENTRAL   NEW-XORK. 

It  cannot  be  denied,  that,  while  the  anti-slavery  electors  of 
Middlesex  have  thus  honorably  sustained  their  profession,  others 
who  have  ukeo  upon  their  lips  the  same  promises,  io  ^oipe  oib? 
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er  parts  of  the  country,  have  shamefully  apostatized  in  the  day 
of  trial,  aud  thus  betrayed  the  cause  they  professed  to  regard  as 
sacred.  A  most  humiliating  spectacle  has  been  presented  in 
central  New-York,  in  the  open  desertion  from  our  standard  of  a 
large  body  ofabolition  voters,  belonging  almost  exclusively  to 
the  whig  party.  Men  who  could  stand  up  unflinchingly  in  the 
midst  of  the  Utica  mob  of  1835— who,  from  an  early  period,  had 
been  storm-proof  against  every  assault — who  even  had  found 
strength  to  snap  asunder  their  sectarian  ties,  rather  than  aban- 
don the  slave — have  been  found  unable  to  carry  out  their  prin- 
ciples at  the  ballot-box,  though  they  had  in  public  assemblies, 
and  over  their  own  sign-manual,  given  a  pledge  to  abandon  all 
party  considerations  in  their  reverence  for  principle!  This  la- 
mentable defection  has  well-nigh  made  shipwreck  of  our  cause 
in  that  quarter.  The  contemplation  of  it  is  heart-sickening.  It 
may,  however,  be  overruled  for  good.  In  the  end,  nothing  is 
lost  by  a  separation  of  the  true  from  the  false  ;  thotigh,  for  a 
time,  treachery  may  succeed  in  producing  disastrous  effects.  If 
it  must  be  so  that  only  three  hundred  can  be  found  disposed  to 
lap  water  with  their  tongues,  let  them  not  fear  ;  the  Lord  shall 
deliver  the  Midianitps  into  their  hands — for  the  battle  is  his,  and 
he  saveth  not  by  sword  and  spear.  But,  notwithstanding  the 
plotiings  of  some,  and  the  apostacy  of  others,  there  are  thous- 
ands who  have  never  bowed  the  knee  to  Baal.  Even  in  cen- 
tral New- York,  a  goodly  number  went  through  that  fiery  ordeal, 
**  unseduced,  unterrified,"  and  came  out  without  having  so  much 
as  the  smell  of  fire  upon  their  garments.  Among  those  who 
were  most  conspicuous  for  their  zeal  and  devotion,  their  clear 
sightedness  and  loyalty^  at  that  alarming  crisis,  was  our  fire- 
proof coadjutor  William  Goodell,  editor  of  the  "  Friend  of 
Man,"  and  that  eminent  philanthropist,  Gerrit  Smith,  of  Pe- 
terboro'.  All  that  men  could  do  to  reclaim  the  deserters,  and 
prevent  the  utter  ruin  of  our  cause  in  that  quarter,  they  manful- 
ly performed.  They  spoke  trumpet  tongued,  and  their  notes 
of  tender  remonstrance  and  solemn  warning  were  not  heard  in 
vain.     Ahready  some  have  repented,  and  brougbi  iortb  iruics 
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meet  for  repentance.  Others,  convicted  of  sin  in  tbeir  own 
mindS)  and  too  proud  or  too  corrupt  to  make  any  confession,  have 
branded  these  excellent  men  with  every  odious  epithet,  and 
joined  with  our  most  bitter  assailants  in  impeaching  their  pure 
motives,  and  traducing  their  spotless  characters.  In  every 
great  reform,  there  will  occur  apostaciesand  seditions,  and  those 
who  remain  the  truest  to  its  great  purpose,  must  expect  to  be 
black-balled  and  reviled  by  the  false-hearted,  in  the  worst 
manner. 


AiHicted  by  these  sad  developements,  and  somewhat  disheart- 
ened in  consequence, — and  to  prevent,  if  posible,  their  recur- 
rence,— Mr.  Smith  proposes  a  new  anti-slavery  organization, 
which  he  thinks  will  remedy  the  evil.     He  says: 

'*  I^et  the  abolitionisU,  who  are  determined  to  maintain  their  principle!  in  all  cir- 
citmstancos,  und  who  are  unwilling  to  have  abolition  fellowship  with  thoce  profi>Mcd 
nliolitionii(0,  who  can  Iny  down  their  principle!  at  the  bidding  of  a  demngogue—  let 
fuch,  I  faivtorgnnizft  themiwlves  into  new  nnti-»lavery  asFociuiions,  v/hose  constitu- 
tional Uw«  shull  forbid  the  memberi  voting  for  pro-slavery  men,  for  law-maker*— fur 
men,  who  refu^ie  to  avow  their  l>elief  in  the  doctiine  of  immediate  deliverance  fron 
the  yoke  of  slavery.  Let  this  be  done,  and  the  present anti'Slavcry  societies  will,  of 
course,  fill  ppeedily  to  the  ground;  e\-en  more  speedily  than  did  the  wine-tolerating 
tem|)crance  societies^  after  the  introduction  of  the '  new  pledge.*  And  then  it  will 
lie  understood,  to  tlie  praise  of  an  alK»litionist,  und  totlieglory  and  profit  of  his  cause, 
that  a  uieml)er  of  an  anti-slavery  society  is  one  who  never,  in  any  circumstances,  or 
under  any  temptation,  votes  for  a  slaveholder,  or  a  slaveholder's  apologist;  and 
then  slaveholders  will  as  soon  preaume  to  offer  to  sell  their  skives  to  Qonkera,  oi 
pru6igaie  politicians  will  to  ofier  tbeir  pro-slavery  votes  to  members  of  anti-slavery 
societies.*' 

In  anticipating  the  objections  that  might  be  raised  to  a  new 
organization,  Mr.  Smith  goes  on  to  remark — 

**  It  may  be  further  objected  to  my  proposition,  that  the  prinoiplet  set  forth  in  tha 
consiitutions  of  our  present  nnti-slarery  societies  clearly  and  fully  cover  the  whole 
groHiul  of  the  political  action,  which  is  proper  on  the  part  of  abolitionists.  I  admit 
it.  I  admit  that  he,  who  subscribes  to  tlie  doctrine,  that  slavery  is  a  |Milpable  and 
an  enormous  sin,  leaves  himself  entirely  without  excise  for  voting  for  the  abomina- 
ble 8\stcm.  But,  it  must  be  remembered,  that  we  live  in  a  land  where  a  decided 
najority  of  the  ^Uic  tMdwrv  of  rdigioa  admit  tbe  plea  of  expodicacy  kr  waivtof 
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the  ftpplieatioa  of  e?eo  tht  faDdaaeDtai  principlca  of  that  re*ig*Mi.  Whilft,  oo  tbe 
one  hand,  many  of  thera  are  constrained  to  admit,  that  there  it  sin  in  forbidding  mar- 
riage and  the  reading  of  the  Bible,  and  in  marketing  men  as  beasts;  on  the  other, 
they  are  found  pleading  with  paternal  solicitude,  that  tbe  system  whence  these  blas- 
phemies naturally  and  necessarily  flow,  may  be  spared  a  little  longe^.  Living  in 
such  a  land,  whefe  even  the  expounders  of  religion  authorize  the  disjoining  of  prac- 
tice -and  profession,  we  cannot  safely  infer  a  inan's  practice  from  his  admitted  prin- 
ciples. If  we  could,  then  you  would  have  been  contented  with  the  joint  declaration 
of  tbe  whig  candidates  for  Congress  in  your  district,  *  that  slavery  is  a  moral  cviU* 
But,  living  as  you  do,  in  a  land  of  expediency — ludia-rubber-Christianity — this  ad- 
mission, that  slavery  is  sin,  gave  you  no  sufficient  reason,  uor  indeed  any  reason  at 
all,  for  concluding  that  the  candidates  who  made  the  admission  would,  if  elected, 
treat  slavery  as  a  sin,  and  exert  their  influence  for  its  immediate  overthrow. 

Let  it  be  distinctly  understood,  that  the  form  of  the  Constitution,  wltich  I  recom* 
mend,  is  one  that  forbids  the  members  of  the  society  voting  wrong,  and  not  one  that 
enjoins  their  voting  right.  For,  whilst  no  honest  roan  will  knowingly  vote  against 
his  moral  principles,  there  are  thensaads  of  good  men,  who  have  conscientious  ob- 
jections against  voting  at  alL 

The  poiDt  coDceded  by  this  earaest  advocate  of  righteous- 
ness, that '  there  are  thousands  of  good  men,  who  have  consci- 
entious objections  against  voting  at  all/  is  one  among  the  many 
strong  reasons,  which,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Board,  may  be 
urged  against  his  plan.  Such  men,  under  the  new  organization, 
(and  all  the  women,  likewise,  who  are  prohibited  from  voting,) 
would  probably  be  excluded,  and  either  remain  unorganized,  or 
constitute  themselves  into  separate  societies.  Thus  a  wide, 
^nd,  in  one  aspect  at  least,  an  invidious  separation  will  be  made 
between  those  who  are  perfectly  agreed  uponfundmentalprin- 
ciplety  and  who  are  now  joined  heart  to  heart,  and  hand  to  band. 
It  is  easy  to  perceive,  that  if  any  other  test  than  that  of  princi^ 
PLE  be  set  up — [{modes  of  action^  about  which  there  will  cer- 
tainly be  conflicting  opinions,  be  made  *  parts  and  parcel'  of  the 
common  standard — instead  of  being  a  united,  we  shall  be  a  di- 
vided house:  and  a  house  divided  against  itself  cannot  stand. 
There  would  be  room  for  invidious  comparisons,  for  hurtful  jeal- 
ousies, for  fatal  rivalries.  Our  means  would  no  longer  flow 
into  a  common  treasury,  and  our  measures  would  cease  to  be 
harmonious. 

Before  making  further  criticisms  upon  this  important  proposi- 
tion,  (a  proposttioQ  conceived  ia  nogleoesi  of  heart,  and  with  a 
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Doble  object  in  view,)  the  Board  would  adduce  its  exbellciit 
originntor  as  a  witness  to  testify  against  its  utility.  After  stat- 
ing that  the  deliberations  of  Abolitionists  long  since  resulted  in 
the  determination  to  refuse  to  vote  for  any  other  men  than 
those  who,  if  elected  to  the  national  atid  state  legislatures,  would 
do  what  they  could  towards  efiiscting  a  repeal  of  the  laws  up- 
holding the  execrable  slave-system,  Mr.  Smith  proceeds  : 

**  Having  determined  iitx>n  thii  course,  we  resoWed  m  was  natural,  over  and  over 
again,  in  our  public  meetings — in  the  meetings  of  our  town  and  county  and  state  An- 
ti-Slavery Societies — and  called  on  God  to  witness  the  sincerity  and  fixedness  of 
our  resolutions,  that  innocently  wecoold  not— and  that  therefore  we  would  not — give 
our  votes  for  n  candidate  for  a  seat  in  either  the  National  or  Stale  Legislatures, 
who  was  unwilling  to  declare  himself  in  favor  of  the  great  principles  and  measures 
of  the  anti*slavery  association.  In  addition  to  this,  our  anti-slavery  pubiicatiuns 
brought  these  resolutions,  and  the  perfectly  conclusive  reasons  for  them,  to  the  fire- 
side of  every  abolitionist. 

Vl^e  DOW  began  to  liopto  confidently,  that  we  should  very  soon  see  our  State  Legis- 
latures composed  of  the  friends  of  impartial  and  universal  liberty,  ami  very  soob 
have  an  abolitionizid  Congress,  that  would  rid  the  District  of  Columbia  of  Slave- 
ry— al>olish  the  inter-state  traffic  in  immortal  beings — and  shut  the  door  of  the 
Union  against  the  further  admission  of  slave  holding  Stales.  But, alas!  a  dark  cloud 
has  come  over  our  bright  prospects.  The  abolitionists  of  the  state  of  New  York,  ia 
spite  of  their  vows  and  pledges,  and  in  spite  of  the  upright  example  of  a  large  pro- 
portion of  their  New-llngland  brethren,  have  shown  their  willingness  to  sacrifice  tba 
boly  caase  of  crushed  humanity  on  the  poUoted  alur  of  party  poliUcs.*' 

Here  it  will  be  seen,  by  Mr.  Smithes  own  admissions,  that, 
notwithstanding  their  assent  to  the  principles  of  the  anti-slavery 
organization — their  resolutions  in  town,  county  and  state  meet- 
ings, not  to  prostitute  their  suffrages  to  party  purposes — their 
solemn  appeals  to  God  to  witness  the  sincerity  of  their  hearts 
— they  have  (in  the  State  of  New  York)  *  shown  their  willing- 
ness to  sacrifice  the  holy  cause  of  crushed  humanity  on  the  pol- 
luted altar  of  party  politics '  1  What,  then,  is  to  be  gained  by  a 
new  organization  ?  What  stronger  pledge  can  be  made,  what 
higher  sanctions  enforced,  than  those  just  recapitulated  ?  If 
men  calling  themselves  abolitionists  can  so  easily  break  through 
all  these  restraints,  and  falsify  all  these  promises,  at  the  bidding 
of  demagogues,  and  at  the  same  time,  by  an  ingenious  process 
of  political  caiuistryi  tatiify  iberoMlfes  that  they  have  not  de* 
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parted  from  the  faith,  of  wjhat  avail  to  such  men  will  be  a  politi- 
cal clause  in  the  constitution,  binding  them  not  to  vote  for  pro- 
slavery  candidates  ?  ,  It  is  not  a  political^  but  a  mural  lesson  that 
is  taught  us  by  a  defection  so  lamentable.  If  the  abolitionists 
in  central  New  York  had  been  sound  in  principle,  they  would 
have  been  upright  in  practice ;  they  would  have  faithfully  re- 
deemed their  pledge.  Hence  they  need  to  be  converted,  and 
become  as  a  little  child — to  be  baptized  into  the  spirit  of  hu- 
manity— before  any  new  promise  from  them  may  be  relied  upon. 
It  is  inward  light  that  men  need  for  their  safe  guidance  in  action. 
If  the  law  be  not  written  upon  their  own  hearts,  all  outward 
stipulations,  (whether  graven  upon  tables  of  stone,  or  written 
upon  parchment,  or  printed  upon  paper,)  will  avail  nothing. 

Mr.  Smith  is  sanguine  that  the  adoption  of  his  plan  cannot 
fail  to  produce  the  most  salutary  effects.  His  language  is, — > 
*  The  members  of  the  new  societies  would  have  happy  fellow- 
ship, and  act  in  useful  concert  with  each  other.  Want  of  con- 
fidence, disgust  and  disunion  have  now  taken  the  place  of  th;|t 
fellowship  and  concert,  which  once  characterized  the  great 
body  of  the  abolitionists  of  the  State.*  How  all  this  evil  is  to 
be  averted,  and  this  happy  fellowship  ensured,  by  a  mere  po- 
litidal  promise,  it  is  difficult  to  perceive.  A  short  trial  only, 
the  very  next  election,  would  expose  the  fallacy  of  the  scheme. 
There  is,  there  has  been  no  reluctance,  on  the  part  of  the  pro-^ 
fessed  friends  of  our  cause,  to  promise  to  be  faithful  at  the 
polls  ;  but  the  grand  difficulty  is,  to  make  all  see  eye  to  eye  as 
to  the  abolition  character  of  the  several  candidates.  Those 
members  of  anti-slavery  societies  in  New  York,  who  voted  in 
favor  of  the  election  of  William  H.  Seward,  doubtless  persuaded 
themselves  that  they  acted  up  to  the  spirit  of  their  pledge. 
Nay,  it  is  certain  that  they  resent  the  impeachment  of  their  ab- 
olition integrity  as  a  libel.  Other  men,  whose  spirits  were  un- 
shackled by  party  trammels,  and  whose  vision  was  unclouded 
by  party  mists,  beheld  at  a  glance  their  glaring  inconsistency  of 
conduct.  What  is  the  remedy  for  this  evil  ?  Ten  thousand 
new  promises,  on  the  part  of  such  blind  and  pliant  electors. 
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would  be  nothing  better  than  empty  breath  in  the  trial*bour  of 
their  integrity.  At  every  new  election,  they  would  try  to  sat- 
isfy their  consciences,  that  their  favorite  candidates  were  the 
enemies  of  slavery,  who  would  certainly  vote  right  in  all  cases. 
Even  in  the  Fourth  District,  there  are  whig  abolitionists  who 
persist  in  advocating  the  pretensions  of  Nathan  Brooks,  and 
democratic  abolitionists  who  support  William  Parmenter. 
These  men  feel  themselves  deeply  injured  in  being  accused  of 
abandoning  the  anti-slavery  standard  ;  but  that  they  are  false 
to,  their  professions,  that  they  love  party  more  than  they  regard 
the  slave,  who  that  has  a  perfect  vision  does  not  see  ?  It  is  the 
moral  sentiment — the  innate,  abiding  conviction  of  the  awful 
criminality  of  slavery — that  alone  can  regulate  the  elective 
franchise  of  the  individual.  But  a  mere  agreement  to  do  a  cer- 
tain act,  sheds  no  new  light  upon  the  mind,  quickens  no  moral 
instinct,  informs  not  the  understanding.  We  must  build  upon 
p&iNCiPLE,  or  our  labor  will  be  in  vain.  It  is  the  heabt  we 
must  conquer,  and  then  we  may  trust  the  intellect.  If  we 
rely  upon  a  form  of  words,  upon  any  organization,  to  keep  us 
from  pursuing  a  devious  course,  we  shall  at  any  time  be  in  dan- 
ger of  falling  away.  If,  in  a  cause,  a  struggle  like  this,  our 
souls  are  not  '  fastened  to  the  throne  of  God  as  with  books  of 
steel,'  we  may  not  expect  to  be  able  to  abide  the  day  of  visi- 
tation. 

There  is  another  serious  objection  to  the  plan  of  Mr.  Smith. 
If  speciBcations  are  essential  in  our  Constitutions,  respecting 
the  manner  in  which  abolitionists  shall  act  as  members  of  the 
State,  they  are  not  less  essential  in  relation  to  the  manner  in 
which  they  shall  act  as  members  of  the  Chubcu.  We  shall 
need,  therefore,  a  clause  to  tliis  effect — that  members,  who  are 
connected  with  any  church,  do  pledge  themselves  that  they  will 
not  hear  any  pro-slavery  minister  preach  ;  nor  sit  at  a  commu- 
nion-table with  those  who  proscribe  their  colored  brother ;  nor 
occupy  a  seat  in  any  meeting-house  in  which  a  man  is  forced 
into  an  obscure  comer  on  account  of  his  complexion ;  nor  be 
connected  with  a  church  which  fellowships  slaveholders — Sic 
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How  apparent  it  is,  that  if  we  once  begin  in  this  nianner  to 
make  specifications,  we  shall  not  know  ^hen  to  end  !  A  huge 
volume  would  not  suffice  to  contain  thena.  This  is  to  make  a 
measure,  instead  of  a  principle,  the  basis  of  our  organizfition. 
And  is  it  not  as  essential  that  the  Church  should  be  purified,  as 
that  the  State  should  be  reformed  ?  Is  it  not  of  as  much  im- 
portance to  secure  right  religious,  as  it  is  right  political  action  ? 
Is  there  not  as  frequent  violations  of  integrity  on  the  part  of 
religious,  as  there  is  on  the  part  of  political  anti-slavery  pro- 
fessors ?  Is  it  not  true,  that,  comparatively,  there  are  very  few 
who  are  willing  to  stand  by  the  sighing  bondman  under  all 
circumstances,  and  in  every  extremity  ?  The  simplicity,  safety, 
efficiency  of  our  organization,  depend  upon  its  continuing  to 
be  based  upon  certain  fundamental  principles,  leaving  the  appli- 
cation of  those  principles  to  be  settled  by  the  judgment  and 
conscience  of  its  members. 

-  There  is  yet  another  important  consideration  to  be  urged 
against  the  proposed  organization.  It  would  probably  embody 
but  a  small  portion  of  the  moral  power  now  existing  in  the  pres- 
ent association ;  for  few  besides  legal  voters,  and  those  who  be- 
lieve it  is  their  duty  to  engage  in  political  action,  would  be  like- 
ly to  join  it,  by  abandoning  the  present  organization.  If  any 
attempt  be  made,  directly  or  indirectly,  (as  is  strenuously  ad- 
vised by  certain  abolitionists,)  to  declare  that  it  is  the  duty  of 
all  abolitionists  to  go  to  the  ballot-box,  then  it  follows  that  those 
who  think  otherwise,  must  be  treated  as  recreant  to  duty.  The 
Board  deny  that  it  is  competent  for  any  anti-slavery  society, 
by  its  votes  or  through  its  organ,  to  arraign  either  the  political 
or  religious  views  of  its  members.  It  may  with  no  more  pro- 
priety decide!,  that  one  man  is  morally  bound  to  cast  a  vote  at 
the  polls,  than  that  another  man  is  morally  bound  to  unite  him- 
self to  ilie  church.  On  this  subject,  there  are  many  conflicting 
but  honest  opinions  entertained  by  abolitionists.  All  that  a  so- 
ciety or  its  organ  may  rightfully  do,  is  to  entreat  its  members 
to  abide  by  their  principles,  whether  in  the  church  or  out  ofit^ 
at  the  polls  or  elsewhere ;  to  vote  for  no  man,  who  is  not  in  fa- 
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vor  of  immediate  emancipation ;  to  listen  to  no  preacher,  who 
apologises  for  slavery. 

In  a  careful  review,  therefore,  of  the  whole  subject,  the  Board 
are  satisfied  that  nothing  will  be  gained  by  the  new  organization ; 
that  much  may  be  lost  by  it ;  that  it  will  not  probably  embody  as 
much  moral  power  as  the  old  one ;  that  it  presents  no  new  motives 
for  action,  advances  no  new  principles  ;  that  it  would  seem  to 
wear  a  political  rather  than  a  moral  aspect ;  and  that  the  sanguine 
hopes  of  its  noble  projector  would  never  be  realized.  They  be- 
lieve that  the  present  anti-slavery  societies  are  adapted  to 
accomplish  all  that  can  be  done  by  human  organizations  for  the 
peaceful  abolition  of  slavery  ;  that  they  are  slowly,  but  surely, 
efiecting  great  and  salutary  changes,  both  in  Church  and  State ; 
that  they  are  based  upon  the  eternal  principles  of  right  and 
justice ;  and,  therefore,  that  it  would  not  be  good  policy  to  aban- 
don them  for  a  doubtful  and  an  untried  experiment. 

The  Board  desire  not  to  be  misunderstood  in  this  matter. 
They  have  no  faith  in  the  eflicacy  of  a  political  pledge,  if 
adopted  as  the  fundamental  principle  of  anti-slavery  organiza- 
tions at  their  inception.  The  Board  would  not  discourage  its 
use  as  a  temporary  measure  in  particular  districts,  or  on  special 
exigencies.  In  these  latter  circumstances,  the  application  of 
the  rule  recognized  in  the  particular  pledge,  would  be  wholly 
free  from  difficulty.  If  adopted  as  one  of  the  fundamental  ar- 
ticles of  the  anti-slavery  enterprise,  the  uncertainty  of  its  appli- 
cation would  soon  render  it  futile ;  and  it  would  probably  divide 
the  strength  and  alienate  the  funds  of  those  who  now  ^our  their 
contributions  into  a  common  treasury,  and  who  are  now  unitedly 
endeavoring  to  overturn  the  whole  system  of  American  slavery. 

Among  the  many  important  events  which  have  transpired  in 
this  Commonwealth,  since  the  last  annual  meeting,  the  holding 
of  the  Young  Men's  State  Anti-Slavery  Convention,  at  Wor- 
cester, in  October  last,  is  to  be  regarded  as  highly  auspicious. 
More  than  four  hundred  delegates  were  in  attendance — the 
pride  and  flower  of  the  State.  The  spirit,  the  harmony,  the 
lofty  purpose  of  soul,  the  moral  determination  to  stand  by  the 
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cituse  of  outr&ged  liberty  at  all  hazards,  which  perVaded  that 
rare  and  select  assembly,  have  perhaps  never  beeu  exhibiled  so 
fully  in  any  preceding  convention,  excepting  the  one  held  in 
Philadelphia  in  1833,  from  which  was  issued  the  Declaration 
of  Anti-Slavery  Sentiments.  A  series  of  resolutions  on  politi- 
cal action,  drawn  up  by  that  great  statesman  and  rare  philan- 
thropist, William  Good  ell,  was  very  ably  discussed,  and 
adopted  with  perfect  unanimity.  One  of  these  resolutions  was 
expressed  in  the  following  solemn  language : 

Resolved,  That,  by  the  grace  ofGud,  no  motives  of  political  expediency,  of  parti- 
zan  interest,  of  personal  friendship,  or  any  other  consideration,  shall  tempt  us,  under 
any  possible  circumstances,  lo  vote  for  slavery,  by  voting  for  merol)ers  of  the  nation* 
al  or  state  Legisluiures,  who  will  not  go  to  the  utmost  verge  of  their  constitutional 
powers,  in  acting  for  its  abolition;  nor  will  any  of  us,  who  hold  it  right,  in  any 
case,  to  exercise  the  right  of  suffrage,  neglect  the  opportunity  to  record  our  votes 
against  slavery,  vihenever  o  candidate  of  good  moral  character,  and  heartily  in  favor 
of  immediate  emancipation,  shall  be  nominated  in  the  District  of  our  location,  irre- 
spective of  the  political  party  to  which  he  may  belong,  or  of  the  pecuniary  or  parti- 
san interests  which  may  be  supposed  to  be  involved. 

When  this  resolution  was  put  for  adoption,  the  whole  body 
of  delegates  rose  on  their  feet,  en  masse,  in  its  support. 

THE  "woman    ^UESTION.^' 

In  the  progress  of  our  holy  cause,  incidental  occurrences  are 
from  time  to  time  transpiring,  which,  though  strictly  in  further- 
ance of  its  one  great  object,  are  calculated  to  create  a  lively 
sensation  in  our  ranks.  It  is  well  that  abolitionists  should  know 
what  spirit  they  are  of,  and  what  is  the  nature  of  the  ground  up- 
on which  they  stand.  The  more  freedom  they  enjoy  in  their 
own  souls,  the  better  qualified  they  will  be  to  "  proclaim  lib- 
erty throughout  all  the  land  unto  all  the  inhabitants  thereof." 
Among  the  incidents  alluded  to  has  been  a  discussion  upon 
what  has  been  technically  called  <^  the  woman  question."  It  is 
remarkable  that  this  subject  was  first  agitated  by  the  "  Pastoral 
Association"  of  Massachusetts,  in  their  spiritual  Bull  against  the 
aoti-slaverjr  labors  of  those  distinguished    women,  Sarah  M. 
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and  Angelina  £.  Orimke.  ft  was  thra$t,  therefore,  upon  the 
consideration  of  the  great  body  of  abolitionists.  At  the  last 
annual  meeting  of  the  New-England  Anti  Slavery  Convention , 
which  was  held  in  Boston,  and  attended  by  delegates  from  elev« 
en  States,  it  was 

**  Voted,  That  all  perf ons  preaeot,  4>r  who  nuLj  be  prefem  at  atibfeqnent  aieeiings* 
whetlier  men  or  women,  who  agree  wilh  us  in  aentiment  on  the  subject  ef  slavery, 
be  iDvitedto  become  members,  and  participate  in  the  proceedings  of  the  ConTeo- 
lion." 

This  was  adopted  without  opposition  ;  but,  subsequently,  it 
gave  rise  to  a  long  and  animated  discussion,  on  a  motion  to  re- 
scind it.  The  Convention,  however,  adhered  to  the  vote  by  a 
very  large  majority ;  ai)d  the  consequence  was,  that  eight  clergy* 
men  (all  of  9ne  denomination^  desired  their  names  to  be  ex- 
punged from  the  roll  of  that  body.  Seven  individuals  signed 
their  names  to  the  following  Protest: 

**  The  undersigned,  being  of  opinion  that  the  action  of  the  New-England  Anti- 
Slavery  Convention  now  in  session,  inviting  women  to  vote,  debate,  and  aid  gener- 
ally as  members  of  this  body,  and  refusing  to  reconsider  the  vote  by  which  it  waa 
done,  is  injorioas  to  the  cause  of  the  slave,  t>y  connecting  with  it  ft  subject  foreign  to 
it;  injurious  as  a  precedent  for  connecting  with  it  other  irrelevant  topics;  and  as 
innovation  upon  our  previous  usage  in  regard  to  the  constituent  elements  of  the  Con- 
vention; ask  leave  to  disclaim  all  responsibility  in  regard  to  said  proceedings,  by 
having  this  Protest  eodorseil  opon  the  records*  and  pvblithed  whfa  Uie  doitgs  of  th« 
Convention. 

CHARLES  T.  TORREY,  Salem. 

A.  A.  PHELPS,  Boston. 

THOMAS  EDWARDS  ,lieBdon. 

SAMUEL  D.  DARLING,  Mendoo,  N.  H. 

WM.  THURSTON,  Bangor,  Me. 

GEORGE  TRASK,  Warren.  Mass. 

C.  SPARRY,  New. York  City. 

This  subject  is  certainly  somewhat  novel ;  but,  however  in- 
expedient or  improper  it  may  be  deemed  by  some,  the  Board  do 
not  see  bow  it  can  be  regarded  as  foreign  or  injurious  to  th« 
cause  of  the  slave.  It  is  the  grand  object  of  the  anti-slavery 
association  to  procure  the  liberation  of  two  millions  and  a  half 
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of  human  beings,  of  both  sexes  and  all  ages,  from  their  prison- 
house  of  bondage.  It  aims  to  accomplish  this  humane  work 
"  through  the  foolishness  of  preaching," — hy  the  freedom  of 
speech.  The  question  then  is,  is  it  foreign  to  our  object  to  al- 
low in  our  meetings  a  free  utterance  of  the  soul,  whether  it  be 
enshrined  in  a  male  or  female  form,  on  the  subject  of  slavery  ? 
Can  it  be  "  injurious  to  the  cause  of  the  slave,**  in  a  meeting  of 
those  who  subscribe  to  the  same  principles,  and  who  aim  to  ac- 
complish the  same  thing,  to  suffer  all  the  friends  of  that  help- 
less captive,  without  reference  to  sex,  to  plead  his  cause  to  the 
best  of  their  ability?  Do  we  not  allow,  nay,  invite  his  enemies 
to  show  cause  why  he  ought  not  to  be  emancipated  ?  And 
shall  we  gag  any  of  his  friends^  who  may  desire  to  lift  up  their 
voices  in  his  behalf,  merely  because  we  have  serious  doubts, 
conscientious  scruples  it  may  be,  as  to  the  propriety  of  such 
a  procedure  ?  Shall  we  constitute  ourselves  the  judges  of  this 
or  that  person's  right  to  speak  a  word  for  God  and  humanity,  in 
our  meetings  ?  Or  shall  we  not  leave  every  one  to  bear  his  or 
her  own  responsibility  in  the  case,  with  all  charity  and  long-suf- 
fering ?  True,  it  is  pleaded  by  some,  that  their  rights  of  con- 
science are  invaded  by  conceding  so  much  liberty  to  the  other 
sex :  but  they  forget,  or  do  not  choose  to  remember,  that  they 
in  turn  trample  upon  the  consciences  of  those  who  desire  to 
speak,  and  of  those  who  think  it  right  for  them  to  speak,  out  of 
the  fulness  ot  sympathetic  hearts.  The  only  way,  then,  to  ad- 
just this  **  vexed  question"  harmoniously,  is  to  differ  in  love, 
and  let  perfect  toleration  reign.  Whichever  way  it  may  be 
deemed  best  to  decide  the  question,  if  it  be  done  by  a  majority, 
as  is  customary  in  our  meetings,  let  the  minority  yield  to  the 
decision ;  being  satisfied  with  having  borne  their  testimony  in 
accordance  with  their  convictions  of  duty.  Let  there  be  no 
threats  of  withdrawal,  no  attempts  to  divide  us,  on  this  ground. 
At  the  Convention  alluded  to,  a  committee  of  three  persons 
was  appointed,  to  prepare  a  memorial  to  be  transmitted  to  the 
several  ecclesiastical  associations  in  New-England,  beseeching 
them  to  testify  against  the  further  prolongation  of  th&  system 
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of  slavery.  One  of  the  members  of  this  committee  was  a  fe- 
male member  of  the  Society  of  Friends,  of  superior  talents, 
and  great  moral  worth.  In  drawing  up  the  memorial,  the  ut- 
most pains  seems  to  have  been  taken  to  be  so  guarded  in  lan- 
guage, so  respectful  in  form,  so  particular  in  etiquette,  as  not 
to  infringe  upon  the  rights  or  privileges,  even  by  implication,  of 
any  ecclesiastical  assembly,  nor  to  give  any  just  cause  of  of- 
fence— as  the  following  extracts  will  show : 

The  Fifth  New  England  ADti-Slarery  Convention,  eompoved  of  delegniei  rrom 
all  ihe  New  England  Staiee,  aaeembled  Tor  the  purpose  of  devising  means  to  promottt 
the  abolition  o(  American  slavery,  bound  togetlier  by  the  strong  ties  of  hunianity» 
and  actuated  by  a  deep  sense  of  responsibility  to  God,  desires  respectfully  to  call  the  at- 
tention of  your  body  to  that  unfortunate  portion  of  the  human  family,  who,  in  this  land 
of  republicanism  and  Christianity,  and  amidst  the  light  of  the  nineteenth  century,  are 
held  in  degrading  bondage ;  and  who  have  been  pronounced  by  a  southern  churcli  ju- 
dicatory «« the  heathen  of  thi$  chrittian  country,  who  toill  bear  comparison  with 
heathen  in  any  country  in  the  world."  In  the  performance  of  what  they  deem  an 
imperious  duty,  the  members  of  the  Conreation,  as  individuals  and  as  a  body,  dis- 
ckiim  all  right  or  intention  to  dictate  to  ecclesiaslical  bodies  the  course  they  ought 
to  pur«ue.  Far  from  it.  They  would  address  you,  not  because  they  have  power  as 
your  constituents  to  demand  any  action  on  this  or  any  other  question  ;  but  because, 
as  moral  beings,  they  believe  it  to  be  t>oth  right  and  proper  for  them  to  beseech  those 
who  profess  to  be  the  disciples  of  Jesus  Christ,  to  bear  a  faithful  testimony  against 
the  sin  of  oppression,  and  to  open  their  mouths  in  behalf  of  the  suffering  and  the 
dumb.  As  nn  ecclesiastical  body,  you  are  not  amenable  to  tliem,  but  to  your  constit- 
uents, or  to  the  Muster  whom  you  profess  to  serve;  and  cherishing  oo  disposition  to 
invade  even  the  smallest  of  your  rights,  they  only  ask  the  privilege  of  exhorting  yoo, 
in  the  name  of  God  and  humanity,  to  **  remember  them  that  are  in  bonds,  as  bound 
with  them.** 

Churches  and  ecclesiastical  bodies  exert  a  controlling  in6nence  over  the  public 
miud.  The  principles  which  they  promulgate  and  the  practices  which  they  allow,  fix 
the  common  standard  of  christian  morality.  Your  memorialists  are  deeply  impress- 
ed with  the  belief,  that  if  the  various  denominations  of  professing  christians  in  the 
froe  Slates  would  speak  out  ou  this  question  in  a  firm  and  decided  tone,  declaring 
slaveholdiog  te  be  a  heinous  sin  in  the  sight  of  God,  and  refusing,  after  proper  ad- 
monition and  remonstrance,  to  extend  the  hand  of  christian  fellowship  or  to  open  their 
pulpits  to  those  who  are  guilty  of  upholding  it,  they  would  thereby  do  much  towards 
breaking  the  fetters  of  the  slaves.  They  have  seen  with  pleasure,  that  many  churches 
and  ecclesiastical  Imdies  huve  already  ppoken  out  in  this  manner  ;  and  ii  is  their  ear- 
nest desire  and  prayer,  that  such  examples  may  be  followed  by  others,  until  profess- 
ing christians  of  every  name  and  denomination  shall  be  united  togetlier  in  self-deny- 
ing and  persevering  efforts  to  advance  the  cause  of  immediate  and  universal  emanci- 
pation. Your  memorialists,  thcrefore,re8peclfully  but  earnestly  entreat  your  body 
to  take  this  subject  into  serious  and  prayerful  consideration,  and  to  act  concerning  it 
as  the  great  interests  of  human itj^  and  of  Christ's  kingdom  demand. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


[35] 

On  the  presentatioQ  of  this  excellent  memorial  in  the  Rhode- 
Island  Congregational  Consociation,  and  it  being  made  known 
that  a  woman  was  on  the  committee  which  drafted  it,  a  scene 
of  excitement  ensued,  scarcely  equalled  in  abusiveness  of  lan- 
guage and  violence  of  spirit,  by  any  thing  that  has  transpired 
in  either  house  of  Congress,  on  the  part  of  the  slaveholding 
members,  by  the  presentation  of  anti-slavery  petitions.  The 
memorial  was  treated  with  all  possible  indignity,  and  deemed 
an  outrage  upon  ecclesiastical  prerogatives  too  outrageous  to  be 
borne.  The  editor  of  the  Christian  Mirror  was  present,  who 
gave  an  account  of  this  extraordinary  affair  to  his  readers. 
Of  course,  as  he  is  among  the  many  implacable  enemies  of  our 
association,  his  account  is  to  be  relied  on,  in  this  particular. 
No  part  of  it  has  been  denied  by  any  member  of  that  Conso- 
ciation, since  it  appeared  in  print.     He  relates  it  as  follows  : 

At  first,  there  seemed  m  dispoeition  to  give  the  document  a  farorable  reception;  bat 
as  one  thought  it  might  be  as  well  not  to  be  hasty,'  and  another  expressed  doubta 
whether  any  action  at  all  were  desirable  upon  it,  the  objections  to  it  began  to  assume 
a  positire  character* 

II  was  felt  by  Dr.  Tucker,  as  an  objection  to  its  entertainment,  that  if  ecclesiastie- 
al  bodies  were  to  receive,  and  discuss,  and  act  upon  any  and  every  document  which 
every  ielf-eojiiiiiuted  and  irretponnbU  body,  as  such  a  convention  was,  chose  to 
thrust  before  them,  they  might  soon  have  ample  business  to  fill  up  their  time,  withotit 
doing  any  part  of  that  for  which  they  were  constituted  and  asperobled.  This  objectioa 
was  shown  to  be  a  weighty  one,  by  the  Doctor's  rf marks,  and  as  such  it  was  felt  to 
be  by  the  meeting. 

It  was  urged  by  one  of  the  corresponding  members,  that  there  was  a  scriptural 
objection  in  the  way.  Describing  the  condition  of  his  ancient  people,  at  a  time  of 
their  lowest  degradation,  Gud,  when  he  would  express  the  consnmmation  of  their 
debasement,  says — •*  As  for  my  people,  children  are  their  oppre$$or$,  and  woMsir 
RULR  OTER  THKM  !"  It  was  humiliating  enough  to  come  under  such  rule,  tm* 
perceptibly,  or  blindfolded;  but  \oJbow  the  neck  with  the  eyet  open,  would  be  an 
aggravation  of  the  disgrace  and  the  humiliation.  My  readers  will  understand 
that  the  Convention,  from  which  the  memorial,  asking  for  ecclesiastical  action,  pro- 
ceeded, was  composed*  in  part,  of  women;  and  that  of  the  €k>mmitlee  appointed  to 
prepare  it,  one  was  a  woman;  and  rumor  had  it,  that  when  that  committee  report- 
ed, and  exceptions  were  taken  to  the  report,  the  question  was  carried  by  votes  of 
tbe  women. 

Those  brethren  in  tbe  R.  I.  Consociation,  who  had  been  most  earnest  for  the  re- 
ception of  the  memorial,  and  for  such  action  as  it  requested,  on  learning  the  charac- 
ter of  its  parents,  united  at  once,  in  turning  the  illegitimate  product  from  the 
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houte,  and  in  oblUerating  from  thx  ncorda  all  traee$  of  it$  entrance.  They 
were  Christiao  and  magnanimous  encugh  to  defer  to  scriptural  principles,  scriptural 
order,  propriety,  and  decorum.  ««  Dotli  not  eten  nature  itself  teach  you  1"  What 
man,  who  lovee  and  honore  hit  wtfe,  toould  hinuelffeel  honored  by  having  her 
eloteted  in  close  contuUation  with  two  nun,  in  the  preparation  of  a  public  do^ 
wnent  t  or  in  hearing  her  raise  her  voice  in  the  debates  of  a  deliberative  assembly  1 
Would  it  not  be  *<  all  one  as  if  she  were  shaven  1*'— shorn  of  ber  honor,  her  lovelinees, 
ber  glory  1 

These  things,  in  time,  will  work  their  own  core.  *<  The  Lord  wUl  emite  with  a 
scab  the  erown  of  the  head*'  of  theee  obtrusive  daughters.  He  has  already  be- 
gun  to  do  it. 

^persons  would  control,  or  any  way  prompt  the  action  qf  the  church,  let 
them  first  repent  of  their  own  sins,  and  become  members  of  the  dutrch. 

No  deliberative  assembly  ever  behaved  io  a  more  unseemly 
manner.  Those  who  thus  contemptuously  trampled  under  foot 
the  humble  and  most  respectful  petition  in  behalf  of  bleeding 
humanity,  are  the  professed  minbters  of  Him  who  came  to 
preach  deliverance  to  the  captive,  and  the  opening  of  prisons 
to  those  who  are  bound  ! — ^Because  a  christian  female  joined 
her  voice  with  others  in  supplicating  them  ^Ho  take  this  subject 
into  serious  and  prayerful  consideration,  and  to  act  concerning 
it  as  the  great  interests  of  humanity  and  of  Christ's  kmgdom 
demand,"  the  shocking  declaration  is  made — ''The  Lord  will 
smite  with  a  scab  the  crown  of  the  head"  of  these  obtrusive 
daughters  !  And  it  is  further  declared,  that  '^He  hath  already 
begun  to  do  it "! 

What  would  become  of  the  interests  of  our  merciful  enter- 
prise, if  th6  management  of  it  were  entrusted  to  men  entertain- 
ing sentiments  like  these,  and  actuated  by  such  a  spirit  ?  Yet 
these  are  the  men,  all  over  the  land,  who  are  striving,  by  the  most 
dishonorable  means,  and  by  all  clerical  artifices  and  appliances, 
to  get  possession  of  it,  that  they  may  destroy  its  vitality,  and 
put  an  end  to  all  ^^agitation ;"  so  that  neither  they  nor  the  church 
shall  be  disturbed  in  their  guilty  repose.  Thus  do  these 
watchmen  prove,  in  the  language  of  the  prophet,  that  "  they 
are  blind :  they  are  all  ignorant,  they  are  all  dumb  dogs,  they 
cannot  bark ;  sleeping,  lying  down,  loving  to  slumber.  Yea, 
they  are  greedy  dogs  which  can  never  have  enough,  and  they 
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are  shepherds  thai  cannot  understand  :  they  nil  look  to  their 
own  way  J  every  one  for  his  gain,  from  his  quarter.  *' 

While  such  determined  tfTurts  are  making  by  the  ecclesias- 
tical powers  of  this  countt-y  lo  crush  a  cau^e  upon  whicb  Is 
suspended  ihc  destiny  of  miltiooSj  the  Board  cannot  withljold 
the  expression  of  their  gratification  and  thanks,  at  the  note  of 
warning,  on  this  subjectj  which  has  been  recently  sounded  by 
the  Emancipator,  the  organ  of  the  Parent  Society,  It  is  as 
timely  as  it  is  boldj  clear  and  distinct.  The  following  is  the 
strain  : 

A  Jew  ntonthi  ago,  it  wtiu  the  opinion  ofiome  afoiir  fnsadti^  ihitt  t\w  whole  rcmtm 
of  ihe  clergy^  in  tbe  frie  itutei,  were  nbom  i*  drop  their  htjitilky  to  the  ftnU-«lE»rerf 
cstufie^  niid  would  ibeti  grfi dually  cume  ruitmJ  lo  tts  atippcr^  We  now  feur  thtit  thii 
ho{>e  in  duTined  |o  prftnn  deloaiTc;  unil  ihiiL  fnanyaf  the  proff^iecl  roiniit^rfl  tif  die 
goppcl  are  leitliiig  down  in  a  fixed  hjitrcil  uf  the  prjncipea  of  liberty,  nnJ  a  aettled 
dctcrmlaautjn  to  mmintaln,  ot  etcry  hnicard,  the  UwrulneM  ofilavery,  and  tHe  cr\m- 
innliiy  of  eflbrti  for  itn  removnL  And  Uiey  are  evincing  a  readtiieai  ta  ^bnnduti  ewry 
jn^indpttf  to  impugn  every  dodrini,  to  f  itlau  etcry  obti^utiont  to  ouinige  evcfy 
f ft  ting,  to  >ai:nfice  every  intfrtH^  hererofure  held  dear  cr  sHcred,  if  it  ia  fwund  to  »f* 
ford  court tenance  or  itren|th  to  anii-ibvery.  Th(S  wbt  cccleAiaaitcal  is  iotendtid  l9 
be  ^  waruf  estecniiiiiAtijii.  The  lenders  are  bent  upon  iinitHijjTg  Bonaparte,  who 
used  ta  bomiC  iliat  He  wai  "^conf^uering  a  peace/ ^  uad  was  succ«iiut  only  m  tharo 
T»ft8  none  left  lo  reaisc.  "  The  p«ace  of  the  cli»reh,"  iu  tintwly  nil  of  otar  large  orgtm^ 
iEationa,  and  in  many  hnndrcds  of  indt vidua!  coogregntjona^  \s  cociiwitted  on  ihia 
JMae;  and  ibe  leaders  are  d«termii^ed  thut  the  '*^ pence  of  the  ehnrcb**  shall  exjat  oaty 
by  ilia  Buppresfiion  of  abolition,  and  tile  silence  of  its  ndv^caiei.  The  battle  on  that 
tide  has  fijtleri  into  new  hands.  Before  the  aboliiittn  prutie  bad  retiched  the  depth*  of 
the  $oTKp  4tte  a«£titiiption  waa  aoiversalj  that  every  boily  wna  oppopc'd  to  Hlavery,  b(tt 
&oaliti»n  was  impracticable.  Hence  our  opposers  of  thai  dn^,  vieti  i^ilh  BboUtJ«nt«t« 
themselvei  tn  their  expreisions  of  abhorrence  of  alavery^  But  in  proportjog  iia  tlie 
good  pravtdenee  of  God  haa  mp  Bi^anlly  illustrated  the  praelicAbilUy  and  L]«npficinl 
con*ifjiienc«  of  nbolitinii,  it  has  been  foutid  necewary  to  put  the  defence  of  siavfrjf 
lU  If  is,  into  die  h^^nds  of  men  who  had  net  too  atfongly  committed  ibefuelven 
against  s/qufry  in  tht  abtira<^t  Hence  tlie  copiiaf  forth  of  Eraerson,  Spriflf ,  and 
otherst  who  ha^e  heretofore  kept  aloof. 

Refening  to  a  series  of  pro-slavery  essays  published  in  the 
Boston  Recorder^  by  the  Rev.  Ralph  Emerson,  D»  D,  of  Ando- 
vefj  the  Emancipator  goes  on  to  say  : 

We  only  miw  a  portion  of  thenj,  from  which  we  neieerinmed  ihnt  thfr  drift  of  his 
nrgum(?nt  wa»  subalantiiilly  tbls^  that  since  the  adoption  of  menanrea  for  ih«  abohtiun 
afalavi^ry  wf^  Likely  ti?  hurt  the  rqiuftfhon  aitd  injtutnrt  of  ihe  cltrg^^  n  tnw 
iberefore  ibe  duty  of  aboiiljonists  ta  give  t»vcr  their  eAortSi  and  leai^s  skt^ry  tv  ft* 
boHsh  iLself. 
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Alluding  to  a  letter  which  Rev.  Dr.  Osgood,  of  Springfield, 
published  in  the  Recorder,  in  reply,  the  Emancipator  adds : 

The  letter  referred  to,  appears  to  at  to  be  highly  Talimble  at  a  part  of  the  bittory 
of  the  ecclesiastical  branch  of  this  great  conflict ;  and  as  placing  i»  a  josc  light  the 
meriu  of  a  question  which,  we  fear,  ude$tined  to  $hakt  the  ehurchet  ofikt  North 
a$  voith  an  earthquake.  For,  as  the  present  defenders  of  slavery  have  gone  too  far 
to  retract,  and  as  we  cannot  suppose  the  friends  of  abolition  will  consent  to  support 
slavery  in  the  church  after  it  is  repudiated  in  the  state,  we  see  notliing  that  is  to 
prevent  a  radical  convulsion  and  revoluiioo,  that  shall  bring  those  christians  wlio  are 
friendly  to  universal  freedom  and  justice,  away  from  the  entanglements  and  pollutions 
of  pro-fllavery  ecclesiastics.  We  apprehend  that  even  now,  certain  zealous  aboU- 
tioniete  will  find  it  diffieuH  to  ehoto  their  own  eonsUteney^  who  severely  rebake 
their  brethren  for  supporting  dumb  representatives  at  the  polls,  and  are  themselves 
supporting  dumb  pattore  in  the  (Milpit,  or  dumb  agents  in  the  great  national  societies 
**  Come  out  of  her,  my  people,  that  ye  be  not  partaker  of  her  sins  and  her  plagues,*' 
is  already  written  on  the  great  pro-slavery  church.  North  and  South,  and  consistent 
abolitionists  will  soon  see  it  written  as  with  asua-beam. 

To  give  due  heed  to  this  solemn  warning,  to  follow  implicitly 
t  his  advice,  will  be  the  salvation  of  our  cause.     To  disregard 
it  will  be  to  insure  its  ruin,  and  seal  the  fate  of  the  republic 
of  North  America. 

CONCLUSION. 

It  has  not  been  deemed  necessary  to  give,  in  this  Report, 
even  a  synopsis  of  the  numerous  occurrences  which  have  taken 
place  in  the  republic  during  the  past  year,  all  deeply  affect- 
ing the  interests  of  the  anti-slavery  cause.  These,  with  those 
which  preceded  them  from  the  commencement  of  our  strug- 
gle, must  be  left  to  the  historian  to  arrange  and  elucidate. 
They  are  all  placed  on  record  in  various  publications,  and  are 
almost  as  familiar  to  those  who  are  striving  to  abolish  slave- 
ry, as  "  household  words." 

As  legislative  action  is  a  fair  criterion  of  the  state  of  pub- 
lic sentiment,  it  may  be  well  to  state,  that,  since  the  last  an- 
nual meeting  of  this  Society,  resolutions  have  been  adopted 
by  the  Legislature  of  this  Commonwealth,  with  entire  una- 
nimity, against  the  annexation  of  Texas — in  vindication  of  the 
right  of  petition,  and  against  the  gag-act  of  Congress — in  fa- 
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majority.  The  Legislature  of  Connecticut  have  repealed,  by 
an  almost  unanimous  vote,  the  infamous  Black  Act  which 
was  passed  by  that  body,  in  order  to  prevent  the  instruction 
of  colored  persons  in  that  State  fropi  other  sections  of  the 
country.  They  have  also  enacted  a  law,  granting  a  jury  trial 
to  all  persons  claimed  as  runaway  slaves ;  and  adopted  reso- 
lutions against  slavery  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  &c.  &c. 

Of  the  religious  movements  which  have  been  made  in  New- 
England,  the  holding  of  a  New-England  Methodist  Anti-Slave- 
ry Convention,  in  Lowell,  in  November  last,  and  the  thor- 
ough-going action  of  that  body  in  opposition  to  slavery,  may 
be  regarded  as  among  the  most  important.  The  call  for 
that  Convention  was  signed  by  seventeen  hundred  persons, 
a  large  proportion  of  whom  were  local  and  travelling  preach- 
ers, stewards,  class-leaders,  &c. ! 

On  the  first  of  August,  1838,  complete  emancipation  was 
given  to  the  apprenticed  slaves  in  the  West  India  Islands. 
The  jubilee  was  observed  with  religious  solemnities  and  joyful 
festivals.  The  "consequences"  of  this  measure  have  been 
exceedingly  beneficial.  No  blood  has  been  shed,  no  planta- 
tion destroyed,  no  outrage  committed,  on  the  part  of  those, 
who,  in  one  hour,  were  all  "  turned  loose,"  by  their  masters, 
to  "  cut  throats,*'  or — "  take  care  of  themselves." 

Of  the  most  disgraceful  and  alarming  occurrences  which 
have  transpired  in  the  history  of  the  abolition  enterprise,  the 
burning  of  Pennsylvania  Hall  by  a  mob  in  Philadelphia,  on 
the  evening  of  the  17th  May,by  the  consent  of  the  inhabitants 
and  authorities,  stands  out  with  startling  prominence.  For 
years,  the  friends  of  free  discussion  and  of  universal  emanci- 
pation had  been  unable  to  obtain  a  suitable  place,  (though  the 
city  swarms  with  meeting-houses  and  public  halls,)  in  which 
to  prove  that  the  North  has  something  to  do  with  slavery, 
and  that  slavery  or  the  nation  must  be  destroyed.  Though 
their  number  was  small,  and  their  means  limited,  yet,  with  that 
resolution  and  enterprise  which  great  emergencies  inspire, 
they  resolved  upon  erecting  a  building  that  should  be  an  orna- 
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vor  of  the  abolhion  of  slavery  in  the  District  of  Columbia, 
and  the  inter-state  slave  trade,  and  against  the  admission  of 
new  slaveholding  States  into  the  Union.  In  the  Senate  of 
Maine,  resolutions  of  a  similar  character  have  been  rejected  ! 
They  were  adopted,  however,  by  the  House,  by  a  very  small 
ment  to  the  city,  and  worthy  of  the  cause  of  Freedom  ;  in 
which  men  of  all  parties,  sects  and  opinions, — slaveholders, 
colonizationists,  abolitionists, — might  be  allowed  to  give  free 
utterance  to  their  thoughts.  At  an  expense  of  more  than 
$40,000,  such  a  building  was  completed,  and  dedicated  to 
**  Virtue,  Liberty,  Independence."  From  the  hour  that 
its  corner-stone  was  laid,  it  was  doomed  to  destruction  by  the 
demon-spirits  of  Slavery  and  Colonization,  which  have  taken 
full  possession  of  that  polluted  and  oppressing  city.  The  ap- 
palling facts,  in  relation  to  the  buining  of  that  noble  edifice, 
are  too  well  known  to  need  recapitulation,  in  this  connexion. 
In  some  respects,  it  evinced  a  more  demoniacal  spirit  than  even 
the  dreadful  tragedy  at  Alton.  The  murder  of  Lovejoy  was 
probably  not  contemplated,  as  a  part  of  their  business,  by  the 
mob  who  destroyed  his  press  ;  nor  did  they  attempt  to  fire  the 
warehouse  in  which  that  press  was  stored,  until  late  at  night. 
But,  in  Ph'dadelphia,  even  before  the  sun  went  down,  the 
street  was  crowded  with  the  rioters ;  and  scarcely  had  the  orb 
of  day  disappeared  beneath  the  horizon,  before  the  torch  was 
deliberately  applied  to  the  building,  and  by  ten  o'clock  the 
wood-work  of  the  hall  was  entirely  destroyed.  Not  one  drop 
of  water  was  allowed  to  be  thrown  upon  the  flames  by  the  mad 
populace.  In  the  light  of  that  conflagration,  it  is  to  be  feared 
the  fate  of  this  guilty  republic  was  visibly  witnessed,  when 
God  shall  arise  to  deliver  the  oppressed  by  a  mighty  hand  and 
an  outstretched  arm,  and  shall  consume  the  nation  by  the  fire 
of  his  wrath ;  and  when  the  people  shall  gnaw  their  tongues 
in  agony,  and  call  in  vain  for  a  drop  of  water  to  quench  their 
consuming  thirst,  and  none  shall  be  able  to  deliver  them  out 
of  His  hands ! 
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PROCE.E  DINGS 

OF   THE 

MASSACHUSETTS  ANTI-SLAVERY  SOCIETr, 

▲T   ITS 

SBTBITTH  AimiTAL  MBETIN6, 

Held  in  Boston,  January  23,  1838. 


In  accordance  with  the  terms  of  its  Constitution,  the  Massacha- 
setts  Anti-Slavery  Society  held  its  seventh  annual  meeting  in  the 
Marlboro'  Chapel,  Boston,  on  the  23d  inst.  FRANCIS  JACK- 
SON, President  of  the  Society,  took  the  Chair  at  10  o'clock,  A.  M. 
John  Pierpont,  of  Boston,  addressed  the  Throne  of  Grace. 

On  motion  of  Alanson  St.  Clair — 

Voted,  That  all  persons  present,  in  favor  of  immediate  emaccipa« 
tion,  be  permitted  to  take  seats,  and  participate  in  the  proceedings 
of  this  meeting. 

On  motfon  of  Oliver  Johnson — 

Voted,  That  three  persons  be  appointed  to  act  as  Secretaries. 

Whereupon,  J.  A.  Collins,  of  Andover,  C.  T.  Torrey,  of  Salem, 
and  Wm.  Bassett,  of  Lynn,  were  appointed. 

On  motion. 

Voted,  That  the  chair  appoint  a  Business  Committee  of  12. 

Whereupon,  Amos  A.  Phelps,  Wendell  Phillips,  Wm.  Lloyd 
Garrison,  Edmund  Quincy,  Amasa  Walker,  of  Boston,  Samuel  J. 
May,  of  South  Scituate,  H.  B.  Stanton,  of  New  York,  Orange 
Scott,  of  Lowell,  J.  T.  Everett,  of  Princeton,  Wm.  Bassett,  of  Lynn, 

C.  P.Grosvenor,  of  Worcester,  and Fowler,  of  Westfield, 

were  appointed. 

On  motion. 

Voted,  To  appoint  a  committee  of  1^  to  prepare  a  roll  of  the 
meeting. 

Whereupon, 

Oliver  Johnson,  Geo.  W.  Benson,  J*  V.  Himes,  J.  W.  Alden,  and 
John  E.  Fuller,  were  appointed. 

The  Treasurer,  H.  G.  Chapman,  presented  bis  report,  which 
was  accepted.  * 


Digitized  by 


Google 


On  motion  of  Alanson  St  Clair — 

Voted,  That  a  committee  of  one  from  each  coonty  represented, 
be  appointed  to  nominate  officers  of  the  Society  for  the  ensuing 
year ;  and  thai  said  committee  be  appointed  bj  the  chair. 

Whereupon,  Messrs.  Garrison  of  Suffolk,  Phelps  of  Middlesez, 
Buffum  of  EsseXj  Fowler  of  Hampden,  Williston  of  Hampshire^ 
May  of  Plymouth,  Austin  of  Dukes,  Philbrick  of  Norfolk,  Ballou 
of  Worcester,  Congdon  of  Bristol,  and  Bassett  of  Barnstable, 
were  appointed. 

On  motion  of  H.  G.  Chapman, 

Voted,  To  appoint  a  committee  of  finance. 

Whereupon,  Messrs.  Wise,  Chapman,  Fuller,  Johnson,  and 
Codding,  were  appointed. 

The  President  read  a  letter  from  David  L.  and  Lydia  M.  Child. 

•The  Annual  Report  of  the  Board  of  Managers  was  read  by  Wm. 
Lloyd  Garrison,  Correspo&ding  Secretary ;  after  which,  the  Society 
adjourned  till  afternoon. 

HALF  PAST  2  o'clock,  P.  M. 

The  Society  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

On  motion  of  Wendell  Phillips, 

Voted,  To  lay  the  Annual  Report  upon  the  table  for  the  purpose 
of  taking  up  the  proposition  to  establish  a  new  anti-slavery  paper. 

Mr.  Phillips,  from  the  Business  Committee,  then  submitted  the 
following  resolutions,  remarking  that  the  committee  were  not  re- 
sponsible for  their  contents,  but  that  they  brought  them  forward  in 
order  to  afford  opportunity  for  discussion  upon  a  subject  which  had 
excited  considerable  interest. 

Resolved,  That  the  state  of  the  Anti-Slavery  cause  in  this  Com- 
monwealth, demands  the  estsblishmeat  of  an  aUy  conducted,  cheap, 
official  organ,  to  be  under  the  control  of  the  Board  of  Managers  of 
the  State  Society,  issued  weekly  to  subscribers ;  to  advocate  politi- 
cal as  well  as  moral  and  religious  action ;  to  be  exclusively  con- 
fined to  the  objects  of  the  Anti-Slavery  cause,  and  edited  by  a  man 
or  men,  who  can  conscientiously,  heartily  and  consistently  advocate 
all  the  anti-slavery  measures,  political  as  well  as  moral  action ;  and 
that  the  salary  of  the  editor  or  editors,  together  with  all  other  neces- 
sary expenses  thereof,  be  paid  out  of  the  funds  of  the  Society. 

Resolved,  That  the  Board  of  Managers  are  hereby  instructed  to 
make  arrangements,  if  practicable,  with  the  proprietors  and  editor 
of  the  Liberator,  to  make  that  paper  the  orean  aforesaid,  and  un- 
der the  above  restriction ;  or,  if  that  cannot  be  done,  that  they  take 
measures,  as  soon  as  practicable,  to  establish  an  organ,  as  recom- 
mended in  the  resolutions  passed  by  the  Worcester  County  North 
Division  Anti-Slavery  Society,  at  its  late  annual  meeting  in 
Fitchburg. 

These  resolutions  elicited  a  warm  and  animated  discussion, 
which  lasted  until  the  adjournment,  and  in  which  Messrs.  St.  Clair, 
Torrey,  Phelps,  Stanton,  May,  and  others,  took  part 
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EtENING  SfiMlON, 

Prayer  ofiered  by  Daniel  Wise. 

On  motion  of  E.  O.  Loring» 

Voted,  That  no  person  speak  more  than  fifteen  minutes  without 
leave,  nor  more  than  once,  until  all  who  wish  to  speak  have  spoken. 

The  resolutions  respecting  a  new  paper  were  then  taken  up,  and 
discussed  by  Messrs.  Loring,  Stanton,  Phillips,  Garrison,  Sprague, 
Browne,Codding,  Hilton,  Wright,  Leavitt,  Wise,  and  others;  after 
which,  at  a  late  hour,  they  were  indefimtefy  postponed  by  an  im- 
mense majority.  Adjourned  to  meet  to-inorrow  morning,  at  half 
past  9  o'ek>ck. 

Thursday,  A.  H. 

Prayer  by  Job  H.  Martyn,  of  Haverhill. 

On  motion  of  Daniel  Wise^-Voted,  That  each  person  present, 
who  is  able  to  do  so,  be  requested  to  pay  91.00  towards  defraying 
the  expenses  of  the  meeting. 

The  nominating  committee  reported  a  list  of  oflScers,  which  was 
unanimously  adopted. 

After  some  remarks  on  the  Annual  Report,  by  Mr.  Leavitt  of 
New  York,  the  Society  adjourned  to  give  opportunity  for  the  mem- 
bers to  attend  the  anti-slavery  meeting  in  Faneuil  Hall. 

Half  past  2,  P.  M. 

Prayer  by  Richard  Thayer  of  Boston.  Mr.  Torrey  of  Salem  in- 
troduced the  following  resolutions : 

Resolved,  That  the  part  of  the  Annual  Report  in  regard  to  the 
protest  made  in  the  New-England  Convention,  be  referred  to  the 
Board,  with  instructions  to  amend  it,  by  correcting  the  statement 
of  facts  in  the  case ; — so  as  to  make  it  appear  that  the  signers  of  the 
protest  and  others  withdrawing,  were  neither  ail  clergymen,  nor 
were  the  clergymen  members  of  one  denomination ;  nor  did  they 
all  withdraw  from  the  Convention. 

Resolved,  That  the  part  of  the  Annual  Report,  in  respect  to  po- 
litical action,  be  referred  to  the  Board  with  instructions  to  amend 
it,  so  as  to  conform  to  the  original  doctrines  of  this  and  other  socie- 
ties on  this  subject : — viz :  That  moral  and  political  action  are  the 
appropriate  and  christian  means  of  overthrowing  slavery  in  our  land. 

The  last  of  these  resolutions  was  the  subject  of  discussion  until 
the  hour  of  adjournment. 

Evening  Session. 

The  Society  met  in  the  Representatives'  Hall,  which  was  crowd- 
ed to  overflowing.  The  meeting  was  addressed  in  a  very  able 
manner  by  Edmund  Cluincy,  Wendell  Phillips,  Henry  Colman  and 
George  Bradburn.  Some  remarks  were  also  made  by  Mr.  Hast- 
ings of  Philadelphia,  Dr.  Brown  of  Amesbury,  and  E.  N.  Harris  of 
Methuen. 

The  following  resolutions  were  offered  by  Edmund  Quincy,  of 
Boston,  and  unanimously  adopted: 
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ResolTed,  That  the  resolotions  recently  adopted  by  Congress, 
and  known  emphatically  as  the  Grag  Resolutions,^introdu<^  as 
they  were  by  the  degenerate  son  of  a  free  state,  and  tostained  by  the 
prostituted  votes  of  the  representatives  of  free  States, — while  they 
reflect  disgrace  of  the  deepest  dye  upon  the  whole  country,  eorer 
the  people  of  the  free  States,  who  refuse  to  protest  against  them, 
with  the  most  damning  infamy. 

Resolved,  That  it  is  the  duty  of  every  lover  of  freedom  to  labor, 
without  ceasing,  to  procure  the  utter  erasure  of  these  and  all  simi- 
lar gag  resolutions,  from  the  archives  of  the  lan^. 

The  following  was  offered  by  Wendell  Phillif^s,  and  unanimously 
adopted : 

Resolved,  That  the  process  of  our  cause  has  brought  to  light  a 
fearful  change  in  the  public  mind,  in  respect  to  the  fundamental 
principles  of  our  institutions,  and  the  characteristics  of  the  people 
of  New  England. 

The  following  was  offered  by  Henry  Golman,  of  Boston,  and 
unanimously  adopted : 

Resolved,  That  the  cause  of  abdition  is  the  cause  of  universal 
humanity. 

The  following  was  offered  by  H.  C.  Wright,  and  unanimously 
adopted  : 

Resolved,  That  we  are  as  much  as  ever  convinced  of  the  cruelty 
and  wickedness  of  the  Colonization  Society,  and  hereby  renew  our 
utter  condemnation  and  abhorrence  of  that  iniquitous  scheme  of 
expatriation  and  national  ruin. 

The  following  resolution  was  offered  by  Sylvanus  Brown,  of 
Amesbury,  and  unanimously  adopted  : 

Resolved,  That,  as  christian  abolitionists,  we  rely,  under  God, 
on  moral  and  spiritual  power,  exercised  in  conformity  with  our  in- 
dividual convictions  of  duty,  for  the  overthrow  of  slavery  through* 
out  the  world. 

Friday,  lOoVlock,  A.  M. 

Prayer  by  Jehiel  C.  Beman,  of  Boston. 

That  part  of  the  Annual  Report  which  relates  to  the  subject  of 
political  action,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Sprague,  was  again  read  by  Mr. 
Garrison. 

Mr.  St.  Clair  introduced  a  resolution  on  the  subject  of  political 
action,  which  elicited  a  warm  discussion ;  after  which,  the  following 
substitute  was  proposed  by  Mr.  Garrison,  and  adopted  by  a  large 
majority. 

Resolved,  That  those  abolitionists,  who  feel  themselves  called 
upon,  by  a  sense  of  duty,  to  go  to  the  polls,  and  yet  purposely  ab- 
sent themselves  from  the  polls  whenever  an  opportunity  is  presented 
to  vote  for  a  friend  of  the  slave — or  who,  when  there,  follow  their 
party  predilections  to  the  abandonment  of  their  abolition  principles 
— are  recreant  to  their  hi«rh  professions,  and  unworthy  of  the  name 
they  assume. 
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Mr.  Torrey  withdrew  the  resolution,  introduced  by  him,  on  the 
subject  of  political  action. 

J.  H.  Martyn,  of  Haverhill,  introduced  the  following  resolution  ; 

Resolved,  That  so  much  of  the  Annual  Report  as  relates  to  the 
subject  of  woman's  rights  be  struck  out 

Rejected  by  an  immense  majority. 

Orange  Scott  moved  to  strike  out  so  much  of  the  Annual  Report 
as  related  to  Gerrit  Smith's  plan  of  political  action;  which  was  ro« 
jected  by  a  large  majority. 

It  was  then  moved  ana  seconded,  that  the  Annual  Report  be  ac« 
cepted,  and  printed  under  the  direction  of  the  Board  of  Alanagers. 

On  this  question,  the  yeas  and  nays  were  taken,  and  resulted  as 
follows : 

The  following  persons  voted  in  the  affirmative : 


Wm.  Lloyd  Garrison, 
M.  A.  W.  Johnson, 
Elizabeth  Hayward, 
Hannah  Tufts, 
Abigail  H.  Folsom, 
Caroline  S.  Greenwood, 
Benj.  P.  BasseU, 
Sarah  H.  Southwick, 
George  M.  Rogers, 
Charlotte  Hartford, 
Oliver  Johnson, 
Francis  Jackson, 
J.  V.  Himes, 
J.  T.  Hilton, 
Thos.  Cole, 
J.  B.  Smith, 
Wm.  Lewis, 
Wendell  Phillips, 
Edmund  Quincy, 
John  Gregory,  Jr. 
H.  G.  Chapman, 
Maria  W.  Chapman, 
Catharine  S.  Barbadoes, 
Margaret  L.  Jones, 
Hannah  S.  Adams, 
David  Keith, 
John  Levi, 
Wm.  Waterhouse, 
Joseph  R.  Hayes, 
Wm.  F.  Channing, 
Richard  Thayer, 
Robert  F.  Walcott, 
Charles  K.  Whipple, 
Henrietta  Sargeant, 


John  Rogers, 
Charles  Pollen, 
Pamelia  Morrill,  . 
Adam  Oswell, 
Mary  Pitts, 
G.  W.  F.  Mellen, 
George  Adams, 
John  Bancroft, 
Deborah  Weston, 
Louisa  Loring, 
Roswell  Goss, 
J.  W.  Lewis, 
Wm.  Ashby, 
George  Little, 
Benj.  P.  Chase, 
Wm.  Estos, 
Pelatiah  Purinton, 
Joseph  Breed,  3d. 
James  N.  Buffum, 
John  H.  Gove, 
Wm.  Luscomb, 
P.  R.  Russell, 
Elizabeth  K.  Purinton 
Lydia  G.  Keene, 
Aroline  A.  Chase, 
Wm.  Bassett, 
Mary  fi.  Bassett, 
Martha  Hallowell, 
Lydia  Thompson, 
Lydia  M.  Johnson, 
A.  L.  Breed, 
Benj.  Luscomb, 
John  Trask, 
Abby  C.  Newhall, 
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Haldth  B.  Oibeon, 

Abby  M.  WiDslow, 

George  W.  Keene, 

J.  W.  Brown, 

Sampson  Cummings^ 

Edwin  ThompBon, 

Wm.  Ford, 

Jesse  Hutchinson, 

David  G.  Dow, 

Samuel  Hallowell, 

Israel  Buffum, 

J.  A.  Collins, 

P.  C.  Pettibone, 

Roswell  Browne, 

John  B.  Pierce, 

D.  J.  Paul, 

Elbridge  Sprague, 

Solomon  Ford, 

Charles  IL  Hood, 

Sarah  H.  Earle, 

Hoses  Emery, 

H.  E.  I^eston, 

Almira  Little, 

Sarah  G.  Little, 

Elizabeth  Lewis, 
Nathaniel  H.  Whiting, 

Samuel  Philbrick, 
H.  C.  Wright, 
Atkinson  Stanwood, 
Henry  Lunt,  Jr. 
John  Bailey, 
Wm.  C.  Coffin, 
Mary  T.  Congdon, 
Anna  M.  Bailey, 
Reuben  Pratt, 
George  Bradburn, 
Wm.  S.  Jinnings, 
Susan  H.  Kingsbury, 
Angelina  F.  Wood, 
Thos.  Haskell, 
John  Park, 
Wm.  Perkins, 
Osgood  G.  Boynton, 
George  O.  Harmon, 
Loa  Richardson, 
Andrew  B.  Harlow, 
Amos  Famsworth, 
Luther  Boutelle, 


Geo.  W.  Bancroft, 
Willard  H.  Dow, 
Benjamin  Hall, 
Al?an  Ward, 
8.  W.  Wilson, 
Amos  Daniels, 
Eunice  Messenger, 
Joshua  Coolidge,  Jr. 
E.  L.  Capron, 
Lemuel  Stevens, 
Nathaniel  Harlow, 
Edwin  Morton, 
Abigail  Morton, 
Ruth  S.  Harlow, 
Johnson  Davis, 
S.  J.  May, 
Geo.  L.  Clark, 
James  Crawford, 
Wm.  West, 
Abner  Newhall, 
Isaiah  Chase, 
John  A.  Chase, 
Huf^h  B.  Louge, 
Jehiel  C.  Beman, 
S.  P.  Fowler, 
Sarah  Stearns, 
Zilpha  Harlow, 
Thos,  Henson, 
Eliza  Logan, 
Isaac  Knapp, 
Wm.  Lawson, 
Lydia  S.  Ford, 
Mehitable  Ford, 
Royal  Southwick, 
Wm.  8.  Bennett, 
John  Wooldredge, 
Eunice  R.  Davis, 
John  S.  Smith, 
Sarah  Norton, 
Charles  Hadwin, 
Elizur  Hayward, 
Dorcas  Ann  Amos, 
Mehitable  Hallowell, 
Julia  A.  Arnold, 
Eleanor  Johnson, 
James  Whittemore, 
Enoch  Hoag, 
Nathan  Jenkins, 
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Mary  Weston, 
Josepb  WestoQ, 
Wm.  P.  Peakes, 
"Wm.  Carrutherey 
Nahum  Osgood, 
Sylfanus  Brown, 
Seth  Sprague, 
George  W.  Benson, 
John  S.  Hall, 
Jairns  Lincoln, 

The  folloHing  persons  voted  in  the  negative : 


Thos.  Wooldredge, 
J.  Reynolds, 
Abigail  Wooldredge, 
Rel]^cca  Reynolds, 
Elisha  J.  Sherman, 
Daniel  Phillips, 
Edward  P.  Little, 
Anna  Q.  Thazter, 
Nathaniel  Snow. 


T.  W.  Durant, 
John  Dickinson, 
Dexter  Dickinson, 
Samuel  H.  Fawcett, 
James  Porter, 
Amasa  Walker, 
John  E.  Fuller, 
Augustus  M.  Coburn, 
C.  T.  Torrey, 
Augustus  Otis, 
Joseph  Barry, 
Hiram  Cummings, 


George  Russell, 
Josiah  Brackett, 
Charles  Grant, 
Bcnj.  Frost, 
Geo.  W.  Simonds, 
J.  H.  Martyn, 
J.  W.  Alden, 
Orange  Scott, 
Daniel  Wise, 
S.  M.  Coburn, 
Preston  Paul, 
Urban  Rice, 
Ayes  183^Noes  34. 


So.  the  Report  was  accepted. 

[We  give  the  list  of  Ayes  as  we  find  them  checked  on  the  roll. 
One  of  the  Secretaries,  who  kept  tally,  stated  the  number  of  those 
who  voted  in  the  affirmative  to  be  198 ;  and  it  is  not  improb- 
able that  some  might  have  answered  *  Yes,'  whose  names,  in 
consequence  of  the  hurry  and  confusion  of  the  'moment,  were 
not  checked.  The  Noes  correspond  with  the  vote  as  it  was  declar- 
ed at  the  time.] 

Mr.  May  introduced  the  following  resolution,  which  was  unani- 
mously adopted: 

Resolved,  That  we  approve  the  determination  of  the  Executive 
Committe  of  the  American  A.  S.  Society,  to  summon  a  National 
Convention  of  the  friends  of  immediate  emancipation,  to  consider 
the  duties  of  abolitionists  in  the  present  condition  of  our  cause  ; 
and  we  recommend  a  full  attendance  of  the  citizens  of  this  Com- 
monwealth. 

Mr.  Scott  introduced  the  following,  which  was  adopted : 

Resolved,  That  it  be  recomipend^  to  the  Executive  Committee 
of  the  American  Anti-Slavery  Society  to  take  measures  to  obtain 
an  Essay  or  Essays  on  the  sin  of  American  Slavery  under  all  cir- 
cumstances, and  the  obligations  of  our  General  Got ernment  imme- 
diately to  abolish  slavery  and  the  slave  trade,  wherever  its  jurisdic- 
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tion  extends,  and  offer dollars  as  a  premium  for  the  best 

written  Essay  on  these  subjects,  and dollars  for  the  second 

best.     Adjourned  sine  die. 

NOTE. 

The  strictures  of  the  Report,  upon  the  new  anti-slavery  organi- 
zation proposed  by  6ERRIT  SMITH,  it  must  be  observed,  are 
predicated  upon  a  series  of  objections,  and  not  upon  the  ground 
that  Mr.  S.  wishes  to  interfere  with  the  rights  of  conscience.  For 
the  language  of  that  great  philanthropist  is — **  Let  it  be  distinctly 
understood,  that  the  form  of  the  Constitution,  which  I  recommend, 
is  one  that  forbids  the  members  of  the  society  voting  wrong,  arid 
not  one  that  enjoins  their  voting  right. ^^  There  are,  howev- 
er, in  this  quarter,  some  over-zealous  abolitionists,  who  seem  de- 
termined, if  possible,  to  brand  as  recreant  to  the  cause  of  bleed- 
ing humanity,  all  those  members  of  anti-slavery  societies,  who,  on 
account  of  their  conscientious  scruples,  refrain  from  going  to  the 
polls  on  any  occasion.  Such  conduct  is  despotic,  and  has  already 
made  a  very  unhappy  state  of  things  in  this  Commonwealth. 

The  objections  to  Mr.  Smith's  plan  are,  briefly — 

1.  It  assumes  that  the  present  anti-slavery  organization  is  radi- 
cally defective ;  for,  Mr.  Smith  says,  let  his  plan  be  carried  out, 
"  and  the  present  A.  S.  societies  will  fall  speedily  to  the  ground ; 
even  more  speedily  than  did  the  wine-tolerating  temperance  sode* 
tiest  after  the  introduction  of  the  new  pledge.^^  Now,  "  the  wine- 
tolerating  temperance  societies  "  were  utterly  defective  in  principle; 
and  by  this  comparison  of  Mr.  Smith,  the  implication  would  seem 
to  be,  that  "  the  present  anti-slavery  societies  "  are  equally  defec- 
tive in  principle.  This  cannot  be  conceded,  for  one  moment;  nor 
is  it  to  be  supposed  that  Mr.  Smith  intended  to  bring  so  grave  a 
charge  against  them ;  though  his  language  certainly  warrants  such 
an  inference. 

2.  The  "  thousands  of  good  men,  who  have  conscientious  ob- 
jections against  voting  at  all,"  and  also  the  **  good  women  "  who 
are  not  permitted  to  use  the  elective  franchise,  would  feel  no  de- 
sire for  a  new  organization,  but  would  rather  prefer  the  old  one ; 
80  that,  by  adopting  the  new,  an  injurious  division  in  our  ranks 
might  be  the  consequence. 

3.  If  a  single  specification  in  our  Constitutions,  as  to  the  manrur 
in  which  abolitionists  shall  carry  out  their  principles,  is  necessary, 
in  order  to  secure  right  action  in  one  particular, — then  two,  ten  or 
twenty  specifications,  in  other  particulars,  are  quite  as  indispensable. 

4  Unless  abolitionists  are  men  of  unbending  integrity,  no  reli- 
ance can  be  placed  upon  their  pledges  ;  and  a  mere  general  prom- 
ise not  to  vote  for  a  pro-slavery  candidate  will  not  obviate  the  diflli- 
culty — as  ejroerience  has  already  shown — for  every  slave  of  party 
will  be  too  blind  to  discriminate  between  candidates,  in  any  case. 
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LIFE    MEMBERS    OF    THE    SOCIETY, 


Jolm  Kearick,  Newton,  (dao.) 

Prince  Farmor,  Salem. 

John  Reotond,  Salem. 

Charles  ttiuart,  England. 

George  I'kompeon,    ** 

Edward  S.  Abdy,      •* 

Samuel  E.  Sewall,  Doetoa. 

Daniel  Gregg,  *' 

Charlea  C.  Marry,       *• 

Ellis  Gray  Loring,      '* 

James  C.  Odiorne,      '* 

Isaac  Knapp,  *' 

William  H.Hayward," 

Increase  Gilbert,         " 

Rot.  £.  M.  P.  Wdb,  «< 

Wm.  Lloyd  GHrri'son,  •* 

Benjamin  C.  Bacon,    ** 

Rev.  Henry  Jones,  Cabot,  Vt. 

Rev.  D.  T.  Kiml>all,  Ipswioli. 

Dr.  I.  Kitiredce,  Beverly. 

Dr.  C.  T.  Hildrelh,  Boston. 

Silas  Osborn. 

Wm.  Oakes,  Ipawicb.l 

Ebenezer  Dole,  Hallo  well.  Me. 

Juha  Taylor,  Bath,  Me. 

Edward  Southwick,  Danvers. 

Joaepb  TilUon,  Boston. 

Phineas  Wheeler. 

Mrs.  George  Thompson,  England. 

Mrs.  Calvin  PhilWo. 

Mrs.  Amos  A.  Phelps,  Boston,  (dec.) 

Mrs.  Increase  Gilbert,      *' 

Mrs.  S.  H.  Winslow,  Portland,  Me,  (dec. 

Mrs.  C.  Winslow, 

Mrs.  J.  C.  Smith,  Boston. 

Miss  Susan  Paul,      ** 

William  Rotch,  Jr.  New  Bedford. 

Andrew  Robeson,  ** 

Dr.  Charles  Pollen,  Boston, 

Rev  .George  B.  Cheev»r,  Salem. 

Rev.  C.  P.  Grosvenor,  Worcester. 

Joseph  Sewall,  Eeq.  Boston. 

Francis  Jackson,  E*q.    '* 

Kev.  Henry  C.  Wright,  *• 

John  Sullivan,  '* 

Perex  Gill,  " 

D.  Chute,  " 

John  S.  Kimball,  ** 

Marcus  Whiting,  ** 

Tiraoihy  Gilbert,  " 

Rev.  Baron  Stow,  ** 

George  Cogswell,  M.  D.  West  Bradford. 

Rev.  Josepn  H.  Towne,  Boston. 

Samuel  B.  Russell,  Marbleliead. 

Nathan  Heaton,  Franklin. 

Mrs.  Nathan  Heaton,  Franklin » 

Wendell  Philliiw,  Boston. 

Rev.  Abijab  Cross,  West  Bradford. 

Rev.  Luther  Wright,  Wo^Hira. 

Sarah  M.  Grimke,  Philadelphia. 

Rev.  Al)el  G.  Duncan,  Hanover. 

Mrs.  Abel  G.  Dnncun,        do. 

David  Gregg,  Acton. 

Roswell  Gow,  Boston. 

7 


Rev  J.  y.  Himes,  Boilon, 

Joseph  Soutbwick,       *' 
Amasa  Walker,  ** 

John  C.  Smith,  « 

Edmund  Jackson,         '* 
William  Carleton,        « 
George  B.  Emerson,    ** 
I.  S.  WiUiingtoo,         <« 
Henry  Chapman,         " 
Maria  W.  Chapasan,  '« 
Samuel  Philbrick,  BrookUne. 
Isaac  Winslow,  Danvers. 
W.  Farnsworth,  Roxbury. 
Rev.  A.  Jackson,  Kingston. 
E.  L.  Caproo,  Uxbddge. 
Meses  Brown,  Providence,  R.  I.  (dec.) 
Rev.  G.  B.  Perry,  Bradford. 
Rev.  E.  Seagrave,  Attleborough. 
Rev.  Jotham  HorCon,  Worcester. 
Rev.  Philemon  R.  Russell,  Lynn. 
Richard  CInpp,  Dorchester. 
R«v.  J.  W.  Cross,  Boxborough. 
A.  F.  Boston. 

Angelina  E.  Grimke,  Philadelphia. 
Eliza  Watson,  Boston. 
Daniel  Henshaw,Lynn. 
Thomas  H.  Atwill,Lyaa. 
John  Rogers,  Boston. 
Abraliam  Bowen,  Fall  River. 
Harvey  Chose,  " 

Jacob  Noyes,  Boston. 
Lydi.i  B.  Capr»n,  Uxbridge. 
)  Gilliort  E.  Capron,        " 
Anno  Bassett,  " 

Sarah  Easton. 
S.  H.Peckham,  Plaistow. 
Rev.  N.  Hervey,  Marbleliead. 
I.  M.  Wilder,  Hanover. 
Rev.  Edward  N.  Harris,  Metbuen. 
Rev.  Isaac  Sawyer,  South  Reading. 
Drury  Fairbanks,  Boeton. 
Chj'istophcr  Robinson,  Lynn. 
Calvin  Teiuplc,  Reading. 
Mrs.  Elijah  Demond. 
Hiram  A.  Mor^e,  HoUIston. 
Jofliah  Hayward. 
E.«T.  Pritchett,  Amherst. 
Rev.  James  Cushing,  East  Haverhill. 
Rev.  Jonas  Perkins,  Weymouth. 
Mrs.  Venus  Minnttg. 
Abner  Sangei,  Dnnvers. 
Rev.  Nathaniel   Emmons,  D.  D.Franklin. 
Jno.  S.  White,  West  Wrentham. 
Sarah  Clay,  Lowell. 
John  Burdien,  West  Bradford. 
Rev.  David  Sanford,  Dorciiester. 
Edmund  Quincy,  Boston. 
Rev.  E.  Smalley,  Franklin. 
Eliza  J.'.Kenney,  Salem. 
Clarissa  C.  Lawrence,  do. 
Susan  G.  Roundey,       do. 
Robert  Bartlett,  Cambridge. 
Joseph  Rickelson,  NewBedibrd. 
Israel  Perkins,  Lyon. 
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ACCOUNT  OF  MONEY  RECEIVED  INTO  THE  TREASU- 
RY OF  THE  MASS.  A.  S.  SOCIETY, 


DVMZXf  O-  THB 

Praocit  Jackton  of  Botton  •  100  00 

Aeton  A.  S.  Soc  by  C.  TaUto,  Trea.  99  00 
BcHaate  A.  S.  Soc  by  Anton  Robblni  10  00 
Salem  A.  8.  Soc.  by  I.  Field,  Trea«.  on 

act.  of  pledge  78  00 

Contributions  at  Dazbmy,?  Nov.  1837, 

by  Samuel  J.  May  7  00 

Pern.  A.  S.  Soc.  Franklin,  by  B.  Pond 

to  constitute  A.  M.  Bmmons  L.  M.  15  00 
B.  D.  Holbrook,  BMt  Randolph,  by  T. 

French  99  00 

8.  Readina  A.  8.  Soc.  by  R.  O.  WUey, 

bal.  ofpledfe  made  95Ui  Jan.  1837, 15  00 
Dorchester  A.  S.  Soc.  by  Mr.  Clapp, 

pledce  at  Worcester,  95  00 

Jao.  W.  Browne,  life  member  15  00 

Ladies  in  Duibury  by  S.  C.  Stetson        1  50 
FlymoQth  Fern.  A.  S.  Soc.  to  constitute 
Rev.  B.  Whitmore  and  B.  Morton 
life  members,  nnd  on  plejie  $100      30  00 
Bast  Harerbill  Ladies*  A.  S.  Soc.  to 

coiMtitute'Rev.  B.  Knight,  L.  M.     15  00 
Maria  W.  Cliapman,  lifo  member  15  00 

Wm.  T.  Temple,  Alton.  III.  pledge 

made  May  1836,  10  00 

Cornelius  Bramhall,  membership  I  UU 

Thomas  Cole,  Boston,  by  A.  A.  Phelps  5  00 
Thomas  R.  Kimball,  do.        do.  5  00 

TowiiMiid  A.  S.  Soc.  do.  13  50 

Lucy  Barle,  pledge  at  Worcester,  Sept. 

97,  1837,  by  A.  A.  Phelps  15  00 

Jotihua  Everett  Princeton,  do.  3  00 

Harvard  A.  S.  Society         do.  11  36 

Plymouth  A.  S.  Soc.  by  h  Morton,  bal. 
due  on  pledge  of  tiUO  made  at  an- 
nual mreting  in  January  last  70  00 
Lynn  Female  A-  S.  Society,  by  Abbey 
Keliey,  of  which  amount  tO)  are 
appropriated  to  constitute  the  fol- 
lowing persons    life   membtrs   of 
M^a.  A.  S.  Soc.  -  HarriHt   Marti- 
neiu,nf  Gng. ;  Lydia  Maria  Child  ; 
Anna  Pnriiiton ;  Rev.  Thomns  F. 
Alexander ;     Eilwin    Thoni(ieon  j 
Beiiajah  Purinton                           300  00 
Collection  at  H  >lrien.  by  A.  A.  Phelps  25  CO 
Femiie  A.  S.  Soc.  Reading,  by  Nuncy 

A.  Gleason  Tr.  18  76 

Snrab  Hudzman,  Waltham  5) 

Mrs.  J«>hii  P.irkman.  Brighton  lU  00 

Boston  Fem  Ue  Juvenile  A.S.  Soc,  by 

Lucia  Weston  17  00 

Monthly  Concert,  Sandwich,  by  Josiah 

Gitfird  8  00 

Female  A.  S.  Soc.  New  Bedford,  by 

Mary  T.  Congdon,  Tr.  50  00 

West  Med  way  A.  3.  Soc.  17  00 

Lurinda  Force  1  00 

Collection  at  Marlboro*  Chapel,  lecture 

by  Mr.  Codding  7  00 

Thomas  W.  Duraat,  life  member  15  00 

Thomas  W.  Durant,  don.ition  10  00 

A  member  oftlM  Mass.  A«S.  Soc        150  00 

$  1000  89 


18M. 

Amount  bronght  np  1090  69 

Rozbnij  Fenala  A.  8.  Soc.  by  BUsa- 

betb  Jones,  quarterly  subscripCioa  15  07 
Camhridgeport  Female  A.  8.  See.  by 

Sylvia  Ammidon,  quar.  sub.  6  06 

Rsv.  J  no.  Parkman  of  Greenfield, 

quarterly  subscription  5  00 

Francis  O.  Shaw  of  Boston  5  00 

Wrentham  Female  A.  S.  Society,  qtiar. 

sub.  by  S.J.  May  18  00 

A  lady  of  Hanson,  by  S.  J.  May  5  00 

Wm.  Lloyd  Garrison  9  00 

Collection  taken  op  4th  July  at  Marl-         » 

boro>  Chapel,  after  oration  by 

Wm.  L.  Garrison,  54  M 

Rev.  Samuel  May  of  Leicester  5  W 

Franklin  County  A.  S.  Soc.  by  G.  T.  Davis, 
Rev.  J.  Parkman.  Greenfield,  10 

Horace  Ripl(*y,  Deerfield,  1 

A.  Buddingtnn  and  wife,  Leyden,   10 
Geo.  T.  Davis,  Greenfield,  5—96  00 

Wlnchendon  A.  S.Soc.  by  L.  Rich- 
ardson Sec.  10  00 
Rev.  Robt.  F.  Wolcott,  membership        1  00 
Daniel  Gregg,  West  Roxbury                  95  00 
Ladies  A.  S.  Association,  at  Nantucket 

by  Alice  H.  Easton.  Tr.  90  00 

Francis  Jackson  Boston  Quarterly  51  50 
Weymouth  Town  A.  8.  Hoc.  by  T. 

Loud,  Collection  4th  July  11  00 

DoHolums  at  MarO^ro*  Ckapel,  1st  Jhig, 
T.  Campbell,  Richmond  St.  3  00 

Maria  C.  Ray.  pledge  past  year  5  00 

6.  W.  Mellen,  Quarteriy  1  00 

Gen.  Sutherland  1  00 

Bathsheba  Fowler,  Charlestowa  1  00 

Mrs.  Judith  R«)gers  100 

M.  H.  Simpson.  Boston  3  09 

MiRS  A.  R.  C^ampbell  50 

Collectioa  93  74 

Rev.  Koht.  F.  Wnlcott,  pledfte  1st  Ang.  5  00 
Ashhnriiham  A.  S.  Soc.  by  Philip R. 

Merriarn  6  00 

Female  A.  8.  ."^or.  bv  P.  R.  Merriam  9  19 
We«l  BorlstoM  A.S.  Siic.  hy  W.  Winter?  06 
S.  Philhrirk,  Brooklyn,  anarterly  5U  (1) 

A  firm  in  th«*  city  1S5  00 

Amasa  Walker,  pledge  Ang.  1  95  09 

Fern  lie  A.  S.  Soc.  Fail  River,  by  Prn- 

dcnce  W.  Hathflwav  IS  00 

Plymouth  Co.  \.  S.  Soc.  S.  Richmond, 

Tr.  by  Ichabod  Morton  ^  09 

CoUeetiong  bjf  Ckarlts  Biaisums. 
Tils  own  quar.  sub        9  qurs.  In  adv.     9  SO 
Dea.  Ssba  Kent,  4   *•  •*         5  OO 

Dr.  Saver V.  AlileboroM    «'  "         9  00 

Amort  i5tarkey,      do     1    «'  *'  1  00 

Col.  I.  K.  Miller,  do      1    '«  •«  I  00 

Other  donors  in  Attlebofo*  and  Fekmik  3  38 
4  members  1  qr.  each  in  advance  9  08 

8      do      1       ••  ♦•  1  04 

8.  WUIiams,  Roxbury,  1st  payt.  ^nar.     5  00 

$1658  96 
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AmoMt  broaghl  up  $  166i  96 

Ear.  L.  Tracy,  WmI  Bojrltton  3  00 

C.  C.  Barry,  •utMcripUon  for  the  year    16  00 
Hvrey  N«vrcomb  5  00 

Fall  River  A.  d.  Hoc,  by  B.  B.  Sitson,Tr.  50  00 
Young  Men't  A.  S.  Soc.  New  Bedford, 

by  Orange  dcott  100  00 

Frieode  in  Falrhaveo  by  O.  ecott  38  67 

ColUUunu  6y  J.  TilUon. 
JDorcbeeter  A.  8.  Soc.  quareub.  #37) 

A  donation,  i,  39  OQ 

Cambridgeport  A.  8.  Soc.  on  quar.  aob. 

64,00;  donations  and  collectk»at  33  SO  97  50 
Lowell,  donations  and  collections  40  55 

Worcester  A.  8.  Soc.  quar.  sub.  3650 ; 
Collection  and  donations,  37  86  ; 
Donation  fur  disseminating  Thome 
and  KimbalPs  Journal,  3  77  36 

New  Worcester  A.  6.  S4»c.  quar.  sub. 

13  75  ;  Donations,  ^9^  15  97 

Leicester  A.  8.  Soc.  on  otiar.  sob.  17 75 ; 
Donations,  10  15 ;  iJonations  for  cir- 
culating Thome  and  Kimball's  Jour- 
,„  nal,  3.  30  90 

West  Royalston  A.  8.  8.  on  quar.  sub. 
84  90  ;  Donations,  4  77;  by  Mrs.  J. 
Lawrence,  (six  cents  a  week  Soc) 
1 50 ;  Miss  Mercy  M.  Winter  (cent 
a  weeK  Soc.)  1  46  33  63 

West  Medway  and  Village,  on  quar. 
sub.  17  85 ;  Donations,  6  5«i :  ( -  •!• 
lections  at  Monihly  Concert,  r  OJ    99  85 
East  Medwav,  Rev.  M.  Hardlntf»s Par- 
ish to  redeem  pledge  to  Am.  A.  S.S.  95  00 
Essex  Co.  A.  8.  si.  by  Abner  8anger    500  00 

N.  P.  Kemp  

Mrs.  Oliver  Fisher 

Joseph  Jewett 

Daniel  L.  Haskell 

Mrs.  Hennon 

Mr,  and  Mrs.  Giles  Pease 

Mrs.  A.  Cummings 

John  Rupp 

Thomas  Adams 

Mi«s  C.  P   MerriU 

Mrs.  Ira  Greenwood 

John  Augustus 

Miss  Catharine  Sargent 

Miss  Henrietta  Sargent 

George  K.  Cushing 

James  Crawford 

B.  Loomis 

Mrs.  M.  P.  Romrs 

Mr  A.  Edward  Prescott 

J.  B.  Loomis 

Caroline  s.  Greenwood 

Mrs.  Beck 

Miss  L.  A.  R.  Peterson 

Benjamin  P.  Bassett 

Rebecca  How  land 

J  W.May 

Daniel  French 

J.  B.  Wetherbee 

Miss  Sarah  Biano 

Marv  Bfann 

T.  C.  TIngfey 

Mrs.  Nancy  C.  Tlngley 

J.  8.  Withlnttpn 

Mrs.  CiMrles  T.  Hlldrocb 

Rachel  Green 

Mrs.  Jewett 

Henry  Maaael 

J.  A.  Andrawa 

R.  Smith 


600 

1  00 

1  00 

500 

1  00 

9  00 

50 

900 

1  00 

1  00 

500 

500 

500 

6  00 

100 

500 

100 

50 

loo 

500 

900 

1  00 

500 

100 

50 

100 

100 

10  00 

100 

1    0 

500 

100 

500 

9(10 

1  00 

1  00 

100 

900 

900 

AnMMmt  bfeogbt  ap  ,$  9il0  69 

Mrs.  J.  P.  Nichols  1  00 

Miss  Hannah  Richards  3  00 

Miss  Adeline  Stone  1  00 

Mrs.  Mary  J.  Holmes  1  <0 

N.  B.  Chamberlain  9  00 

Mrs.  Jane  Swett  I  00 

Mrs  Maria  Smith  90 

Amos  braith  1  — 

Joseph  S.  Hart  50 

James  Tolman  4  — 
W.  Blake  on  pledge  of  flOO.qnar.  sab.  95  — 

Rev.  Jno.  Parkman,  Greenfield  5  — 
Dr.  a.  J.  Bo wd Itch.  *  to  be  devoted  to 
the  printing  of  abolition  papers 
written  on  Christian  peace  pilnci- 

ples>  5  — 

Miss  Irvins  of  Boston  1  — 

Biiss  Briard  of  Boston  1  — 

C^lUeH^ns  iy  Mmu0n  St.  Ottir. 

Franklin  Female  A.  8.  Society  15  — 

Amesbury  A.  8.  Society  9  — 

Rhode  Island  State  A.  8.  Society  9  — 

Pennsylvania    «•«««•**  8  50 

Winchendon  A.  8.  Society  16  — • 

MarshAeld  A.  8.  Society  35  50 

Persons  unknown  6  99 

A.  St.  Clair  5  — 

Mrs.  ^t.  Clair  1  — 

Abington  A.  8.  Society  40  95 

North  Bridgewater  A.  8.  Society  95  — 

Millville  Female  A.  8.  Society  4  — 
Plymouth  County  A.  8.  Society,  by 

Hun.  Selh  ^^prague  6  39 
ColUttion*  in  Button  Ay  J.  TUU^. 

John  Farquhar  1  — • 

Hugh  B.  Louge  4  — 

A  friend  in  Boston  fi  — 

J.  V.  Himes  50 

Miss  A.  E.  Mann  1  — 

Ntiah  Gray  1  — 

D.  L.  Carteanz  1  — 

Dr.  E.  Whitney  1  — 

Harriet  Brum  met  1  — 

H.  H.  P.  Weeden  9  — 

Perez  Gill  5  — 

James  Morrill  5  — 

G.  W.  Porter  1  — 

J.  G.  Barbadoes,  1  — 

Miss  M.  While  1  — 

George  L.  Young  l  — 

Wl  liam  Rich  i  — 

Hannah  E.  More  1 

James  M  Hardy  i  — 

Mis.  Jane  Putnam  50 

R.  M.  Barlow  9  . 

Nathaniel  S.  Dayton  9  ~ 

William  S.  Porter  1  — 

Ira  Greenwood  5  .. 

Ira  Crawford  5  _« 

Hannah  Thompson  50 

Keziah  Grant  3  _ 

R.  Longe  9 

J  Louge  9.. 

Mrs.  Lonae  0  ^ 

Mrs.Todd  9_ 

Mrs.  Snsaa  Holbrook  9  — 

James  Bnrden  i  _ 

Primus  Hail  g 

Wm  Lewis  5^ 

Mrs-  M.  A.  Whitoay  SO 

J  A.Whitmanh  i- 

Racbel  Dole  1  95 

8.  R.  Alexander  9  ~ 


$9849  80 


$81tt70 
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Afflwrat  broaght  vp  $  3148  70 

Mn.  ^arah  Harward  1  — 

Dr.  Charles  T.  Hildreth  5  — 

Joseph  Thompsoo  19 

Freeman  Joeselyn  1  — 

Joseph  e«oathiviclK  35 

Harvey  Newcomb  1  — 

Collection  at  Monthly  Concert  at  Marl- 
boro' Chapel  5  13 
Collections  at  Monthly  Conceits  in 

Roxbury,  by  J.  Jones  9 

Medway  and  Villaee,  by  D.  Nurse  15  50 

G.  M.  Rice,  Worcester,  In  ad.  toqr.  pi.  10  — 
Francis  Jackson  bal.  due  on  qr.  sub.  48  50 
r^"'  •'  ,  ,   ^^  V    V.A.PriH|H  65- 

■^il-"|i'J"-  ^ ^«ti^|   -^Iji/.L-.J^M    I.  Iiapd<irt    w  4  67 

J    M.  V^  tiOui,  tlt.tUiX'tT.uii.'di^iirp.t  Wori-o^U-ET  20  00 

HoUiAljtn  A .  a.  B  by  Timtitb  IJnTiJeU .  Tr.  19  60 
WHtmiiiHtifr  A,,  a.  hoc.  gn  aee  uf  [^l.  mmio 

nt  Wonu'^ttu-  by  R*v.  Mr  flt.,u-i  is  oo 

Ruth  ^Id.  Leic*ft4iH-.  p^nf^M  or  u  .  i , ,  ^ ;  .nr     5  oo 

JH'TBfy  B.  Kwrff.  VTurce^ter.  i  tjf.^.  m  i<^  >.  16  00 

Amewivjrf  uid  i^iiiiury,  by  Mr.  ^rtffMiordi      9  00 

Fnnr:iiO,£j|wW.uri^LiHt4jn  S5  00 

He*,  JiKi.  Parkinan  cif  (TfypFuftckli  tuiw  add- 

Dni  tij  hii  ftmu*!r  |hii>-it)(M>f9  P.U  riiftitiirita 

NiQtt  litf?  i>icmlirriH'Hi'-<  ^cH-i^.tv  4  00 

BftlaD^e  uf  r't<<44?i'a,i  i^rt^'\i\l\;i  h  .lu^irkii.-i^, 

10  ft(<r  b.t.  CJ4(r,  Iv  ft-^    J    rnrJ^iiian         6  00 

Kaftiling  AfurtculiFm.  by  C.  ii?mi»rii^[iiur-      90  19 

N.  ritittp,  cif  U«H4J'itt4,  10  00 

Mn  T.  Pratt,  nf  I'stvcT  96 

AmmlMiry  ft|iil±!>ii]tibijry' A,  S.  B.  by  E.  Knipp  8  00 

D'nUiiT  **  '*        10  00 

W.  TJ'iyhinn  Fem.  A.  W.  S.  by  D,  D.  Wif»(w  13  00 

W  Wf.jukfk'lil  Fern  A  8.  S.  V  J-  M.  Fiifcit  13  49 
ButtMini'  dA^  !*.  P-?    by  riQccir>ri  to  Ncn'.  m— 

Haiuavi  HAJ'Wa/il  85  00 

C0llertions  »y  A,  St.  CZatr. 

At  the  Northampton  Conv.  Oct  5. 1638         133  45 

At  Franklin  Co.  A.  S.  meeting.  Oct.  8. 1888   44  50 

At  Ashfiold.  Oct.  8  13  99 

PARTICULARS  AB  FOLLOWS : 

Cash  paid   at   the    Nortkamptan  OanvmUion, 

Oct.  5,  1838. 
A.  8.  A:  A.  C.  F.  60 

D.  B.  &J.R.  60 
John  Dickinson.  8  00 
Monthly  Concert  S.  Deerfield,  9  50 
8  Hadley  Canal  A.  8.  S.  Society.  96  00 
H.  K.  Starkweather,  Northampton,  l  00 

E.  M.  Brown.  l  76 
R.  Leavitt.  Charleroont.  5  00 
E.  A.  Breck.  Northamptoo.  1  00 
J.  Hayden.  pd  O.Scott  for  MaBS.8. 96  00 


Amovat  bifkughc  op. 
Cask  paid  at  the  FrankUm  Co.  Ji. 
in  OretnfitUi  Oct.  9, 
Geo  T.  Davis,  Gnwnfieid, 
R.  Leavift.  Chartemont, 
J.  Amsden,  Deerfieldi 
Apolloa  Cra«y.     ' 
J.  Bement,  Asbfield, 
Rev.  Tlieo.  Packard,  Shelburne, 
Rev.  B.  Fowler.  Bemarditon, 
L  M.Chiid.NortbBmpton. 
Rev.  T.  PacRard.  Jr.  Shelburne, 
Rev.  Wm.  Riddle,  S.  Deerfiuld, 
Rev.  C.  A.  Coolv, 
Rev.  W.  M.  Richards.     ** 
Rev.  Satn'l  Ware,  " 

Martin  H.  Clapp,  Montasne, 
Butlnr  Wilroouth.  L<>averitt, 
O.  W.  Arras.  Urpcnfiald, 
D.  W.  Alvord,   " 
S  Hox,  Shelburne.     • 

Cask  paid  at  As^fiddy  Oct. 
Elijah  Paine, 
Jared  Bemrnt. 
Mra.  Electa  Bement. 
Other  peraooi  in  lams  less  than,  a 

and  Jaijper  Bement  to  meet  ~'' 

Aafafiekf,  not  paid. 


W.  8.  HowTaod,  Amheist, 

8  00 

B.  Allyn. 

Geo.  M.  TuthUI.       '* 

6  00 
1  00 

G.  Dorrance.             '* 

900 

C.  McFarland. 

9  00 

1  00 

R.  Hulibard.  ' 

1  00 

8.  Warner.               '* 

1  00 

Ansel  Ciapt),           '* 
D  L.  ChiU 

10  00 

1  00 

L.  M.  Child. 

1  00 

D.  Dickinson,           " 

1 00 

Enos  Clark. 

900 

A  friend  to  the  slave. 

60 

900 

M.  P.  Cook, 

60 

Job  Cadroot.  Cbestwfield. 

1  00 

0.  Skeel.  Wdlimansett, 

1  00 

Heart  LeaviU.  Heath, 

•  00 

Ho  aee  Smith. 

900 

Cash. 

960 

Cash. 

60 

Cash. 

60 

Cash 

800 

Cash. 

46 

Cash. 

7S 

Cash 

15  60 

$  3738  07 
8,  MtstUg, 

1838. 

7  50 
6  00 
1  00 
9  OS 
10  00 
1  00 
1  00 
1  00 
9  00 
6  00 
1  00 
1  00 
9  00 
1  00 
1  00 
1  00 
1  00 
1  00 

8,1838. 

1  00 
1  00 
1  00 
dollar. 


100 
750 
100 
50 
600 
100 
100 
3  00 
I  00 
10  00 


10  99 


3500 
100 
300 


ACCOUNT  OF  MONEY" 
ittenved  at  the  Young  Men^s  Convention,  at 
Worcester^  by  O.  JoH^soN. 
Joseph  S  Wall,  Worcester,  £x. 
8.  A.  Drake,  iiiturbridge, 
Dana  Newton,  Worcester* 
Elbridte  6.  Gates.  Petersbaniy 
Mart  LVaviti,  Heath, 
Albert  Kelley,  Millbiiry, 
AmosJ.  Baliou,Cumbeiland,  R.I. 
A  friend, 
A  friend, 

J.  Boutwell,  Andover, 
Sal<*m  and  vi<  inlty  A.  S.  Soc.  credit 

of  the  Essex  Co.  Society, 
A  friend, 

Cha'  le.s  Davis,  Worcester. 
Sandy  Bav  A.  8.  Soc.  by  W.  P.  Burns,  1000 
Edward  Earle,  Worcester,  addition  to 

quar  pi.  10  00 

David  Hall,  Oiford,  1  00 

John  E.  Fuller,  Bos  00,  3  00 

J.  B.  Bari)Our,  ChnrltoD,  200 

Peter  Smith,  Andover,  6  00 

A  friend,  S  00 

Stillman  Lothrop,  5  00 

Samuel  Perry.  6  00 

Oliver  Johnson,  1  00 

Wm.  Lloyd  Garrison,  1  00 

J.  W.  Hammond,  Dudley,  3  00 

J.  K.  Ballon,  Cumberland,  R.  I.  3  00 

John  6.  Burleigh,  8  00 

Ashbumham  A.  B.  Society,  on  qnarter^ 

ly  sub.  10  00 

Millbury  A.  S.  Society,  10  00 

Sarah  Ragg,  Groton,  5  00 

A  friend,  »3 

8''th  Lf  e,  Barre,  3  00 

A  friend,  9  00 

John  B.  Pierce,  Danvers,  10  00 

Individual  f^on  New  Bedford,  600 

£.Bhep«rd,  900 

Northboro'  A.  S.  Soc,  balance  of  last 

quar  sob.  by  6.  Valentine,  1300 

A  niend  who  dees  not  profoes  to  *  re- 

oiember  them  that  are  in  bonds  as 

bound  with  tliem,*  but  who  gives  oil 

•hobtti.  500 


$3739  97 


#3914  90 
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Google 


Ammmt  broag bt  np  •  1014  90 

A  Mend,  1300 

Newell  O.  Morae,  HolltotOB,  900 

Two  locu-foco  abolilioDieU  of  BerUa,  S  00 

Tb<«.  J.  Wlncbell,  Worceeter,  1  00 

Frtend  in  Middlebory,  1 00 

Henry  Haakell,  Glouceeter,  1  00 
John  W. Browne,  Lynn,  for  eipeneet,  9  00 

John  Walker,  Barre,  1 00 

Stephen  Albee,  Mendon,  50 

Cbarlee  H.  Wilder,  dterilnt,  9  00 

A  Mend,  9  00 

John  A.  Innei,  Salem.  3  00 

Edmund  Fiek.  Sandwich,  onar.  rab.  9  00 

Wm.  Pbeipe,  jr.  Salem,  900 
Aaaonet  A.  S.  Society  by  E.  W.  Rob- 

inaon,  5  00 

8.  B.  Jackion,  Worceater,  9  GO 

Genige  W.  Ruaaell,  do.  1  00 

John  T.  H  Iton,  Boeton,  9  00 
Weat  Bruokfleld  A.  li.  Society,  (ktm 

AmoM  Gilbert,  Treaaurer,  15  95 

Cash.  5  00 

L.  Wetberell,  Ware,  5  00 

A  friend,  5  00 

A  friend,  900 

Edward  S.  Leland,  Upton,  95 

R.  O.  Fairbanks,  Charlton,  10  00 

T  Daniels,  Holliston,  1 00 

Emery  Albee.  Attleboroagb,  1  00 

D  Roberta,  Worcester,  75 

Cash,  5  00 

Cash,  1 00 

ailaa  Watker,  Jr.  West  Boylston.  9  00 
Lydia  Earle,  and  Sarah  S.Breed,  Ijei* 

eevter,  5  00 
Cash,  1 00 
Albert  Bancroft,  Aabnm,  9  UO 
Wui.  BaMett,  lor  expenaea  of  Con- 
vention, 9  00 
Wendbll  Phillips,  do  do  do  9  00 
A  friend,  Worcester,  1  00 
Fnun  an  ultra  peace  man,  to  flfbt 

with,  1 00 

A  friend,  1  00 

John  Walker,  1  00 
A  friend  for  expanses  of  Convention,    1  00 

A  ftiend,  100 
B.  P.  Cbace,  for  expenses  of  ConTen- 

tion,  1 00 

A  friend,  1  00 
J.B  ffum,lynn,ft»r  expenaea  of  Con> 

v«ntlon,  9  00 
A  (Vend,                     «•                   "9  00 

A  friend,                    "                   "  1  <K) 

George  W.  Bancroft,  Grotoa,  5  00 

A  friend,  Worceater,  1  00 

Afrlpud,  100 

W.  W.  Unfletd,  E&n  Randolph,  1  00 

Thos  WhHe,Jr.    "       "  100 

I>ia')a  Rnbinson,  Wor  ester,  50 
OeorveT.  DaTia,  Greenfie.d,  tor  ex. 

of  CoDTentlun,  9  00 

Collection,  10  60 

Josiah  Giffurd,  Paodwlcb.  an.  sub.  5  00 
Rutland  Aiiti-SIavery  Society,  by  G. 

S.  Flint,  1900 
And  Ter  Female  Anli-91averySociety 

by  Cynthia  Avery,  7V«asMr<r,  17  00 

ColUctum*  ia  BoHon,  6y  Joseph  TUlMm, 

Lewis  Finney,  9  00 

Jamns  Johnson,  50 

Dexter  Dickinaon,  500 

410134 


Amoait  bipngbt  op  •  4101  S4 

William  H.  Hayward,  5  00 

A  t  Monthly  Concert,  9  46 

Willis  Howes,  6  00 

Mary  J.  Webber,  100 

J.  V.  HliDea,  quarterly  eob.  50 

Roawen  Goes,  quarierlr  sun  3  yrt,        75  00 
Jamea  Morrill,  quarteny  sub,  5  00 

Edmund  Quincy,  quarterly  sub,  4  yrs.  50  00 
Walpole  A.  8.  8*  en  quar.  sub,  by  B. 

Sbepard,  10  00 

N.  Worcester,  do  do  do,  by  C.  Heraey,    8  75 
Weat  Boylston  do  do  do,  by  J.  Dav- 
enport, 9  95 
Holliston  Feaoale  do  do  do,  by  Nancy 

L.  Fitts,  5 

Fitchburg  Female  do  do  do,  by  D.  B. 

Thurston,  7  67 

Jarius  Stearna,  Fitchburf .  a  donation,       90 
Boston  Juvenile  A.  S.  S.by  Wm  Ber- 

ry,  Treaaurer,  18  97 

Weymouth  A.  S.  8.  by  B.  L.  Pratt,  Tr.  96  00 
MIddleaex  North  and  Vicinity  Chari- 
Uble  AssMiiation,  by  J.  S.  Adaujs, 
Treasurer,  1 7$ 

M0tu$»r§ctivei  tkrvghA.  JL  Pkttps, 
Asa  Day,  pledve,  9  00 

CollecUons  by  Geo.  Roaaoll,  at  Graf- 
ton, 7  62 
Roxbury  Ladies'  A  8.  8.  quar.  aub.  by 

Mrs  Jone«,  10  50 

Friend  in  Wrentham,  5  00 

Joshua  Perry,  Hanaon,  by  Rev.  8.  J. 

May,  500 

Duzbury  A.8.  S.byHon.  8.  Spragne,    7  50 
Collection  at  Concord  to  defray  ex- 
pense of  printing  prucee  lings,  &c.      16  34 
Dedham  A  S  S.  by  Dr  Carpenur,        15  00 
Foxboro»       "  "  18  69 

Wrentham,  "  Abner  Belcher,       1600 

Friends  of  the  slave,  in  Berlin,  by  D. 

R.  Larason,  10  00 

A.  Melendy,  Amherst,  N.  H.  1  00 

Catharine  J.  Smith,  Waltha  t>,  9  00 

Peter  £.  Sanborn,  pledge  foi  year 

on  let  Aug.  5  00 

Edwin  Thompson,  donation,  5  67 

Col  ections  by  Edwin  Tbompaon  as 
follows  : 

Reading,  on  qr.  sob. 
Caih. 

"    Y.  Men'i  A.  S.Soc 
Rev.  T.  B.  Tluiyer.  Lowetl, 
Loranna  Riggs. 
Coocord,  on  qaar.  sub. 

Ca4h.  ^ 

Framiofbooi,  on  qoar.  sub. 

Cash. 
Saxonville.  Caih,  . 

Polly  0.  Bradish,  T.easarer  cent  a-west 

society  in  Uplon.    ,  ^„ 
Charles C.  Baflsett.ofPbnifristoa.  ^^  _    ,     - 
Ladies' Society.  Worcester,  by  Sarah  H  Earle.SOSO 
Female  J  uvenile  Soc  of  Am.  abary  and  8a 

htbury.  by  Saiah  T.  Osgood,  Tr.  4  00 

Biiston  Female  A.  8.  S.  by  L-  M .  BaH  Tr.   foe  00 
Briuiate  "    "    **  by  Daniel  Wise.        87  00 

Littleton  A  8  Society.  C.Blancbard  Tr.  by 

Daniel  Wise.  5  00 

C»iUetio»MiH  Weston,  tniDmUlWUe, 


10  It 

7sa 

900 
100 
100 
10  00 
40  S7 
6« 
7  OS 
460 

900 
600 


Rev.  Mr  Hodges, 
A  tHend. 
Mr.  Child. 
Mr.  Warren, 
Mr.  Jones, 


ifl 
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$5194  73 

Wealthy  CJoow, 

80 

A  youof  man. 

80 

SO 

Maria  Cotter. 

60 

Mr  fiarrincton. 

ao 

Joel  Upham. 

s 

E.  0  How«, 

S5 

Mr.  Dunn. 

95 

Mr.  Hewi. 

S6 

Mr.  Upham. 

fS 

Mr.  J  Dpham. 

S5 

Mr.  Rice. 

9B 

Mr  8.  Hew«. 

» 

Charles  Ledbatter. 

S5 

CharkM  Weston. 

12 

Muise«  Jnoes. 

IS 

A  friend  in  Woyland. 

25 

Rev.  .Mr.  Hyde.  Wayland* 

SI 

Elijah  Pufler.  Sazonvi  le. 

58 

M..othty  Concert.  31si  Dec  at  Marlboro' 

Chapel. 

708 

Francis  Jacksmi  qr.  sab, 

MOO 

Samuel  Philbriek  uf  Brooklioe- 

-3  quarters.     100  00 

•  53i7  60 

AuHNiDt  hrMght  op  •  63B7  60 

Rev.  Bamuel  May.  of  Leicetter.      do.  6  80 
Loienao  Cruwell,  of  Ware-nledia  at  Wor- 

ceatar.  9  08 
Freetoviti  A.  8.  8oc.  by  Alden  Hathaway, 

Treasurer,  5  00 

Ladies'  ilocietir,  TJpton.  by  P.  R.  Rosaell,  6  00 

Friends  in  Ch«^lni.'«ford.  by            do.  10  10 
Plymouth  County  A.  S.  doe.  S.Riehoiond. 

Tr.  by  the  hands  ofl  Morton,  50  00 
Colored  siabbath  School  in  Salem,  to  con- 
stitute Robert  Cogswell  a  life  member,  IS  (W 
Lewis  Horsey  of  Boston.  1  00 
Anne  W.  Weston,  of  Weymouth,  9  00 
Andover  Fem'tle  A.  S.  Soc.  by  L.  M.  Bull.  10  uo 
Fitchburff  A  8.  Soc  by  B.  Snow.  Jr,  tore- 
deem  pi'  dffd  at  Y.  Men's  Convenlioa. 
Worcosivr,  40  00 
Sabbath  School  Society,  3.  Reading,  by  E. 

Emerson,  10  00 
Salem  Juvenile  (colb'ed)  Sewing  Soo.  to 

constitute  Wm.  B.  Dodge  life  member,  15  00 

J.  B.  Smith,  membership,  1  #0 

Unknown  i  80 


Total, 


<55;X)  8 
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OFFICEK8  OF  THS  BIA88.  A.  8.  80CIETT,  FOB  10S9. 


President. 
FRANCIS  JACKSON,  Boston. 

Vice  PrenderUs, 


CHARLES  NYE,  Snndwicli. 
JAMES  W.  BOBBINS,  Lenox. 
JAMES  H.  DUNHAM,  Piiu6eld. 
JOSEPH  HCJRLBUT,  CvrtiiTillt. 
GAIUS  CARTER,  BeckeC 
ANDREW  ROBESON,  N.  B«aford. 
NATH*L.  B.  BORDEN,  Fall  Rifer. 
DAVID  TILTON,  Edgartown. 
CYRUS  PIERCE,  Nauitucket. 
THEO*S.  PACKARD,  ShelWuriM. 
ROGER  LEAVITT,  Charlemont. 
ASA  HOWLAND,  Canway. 
GEO.  T.  DAVIS,  Greenfield. 
WM.  M.  RICHARDS,  Deerfiald. 
WM.  WHITTAKER,  New  Salem. 
THOMAS  LONGLEY,  Hawley. 
J.  PARKMAN,  Greenfield. 
SAMUEL  OSGOOD,  Springfield. 
ABEL  BLISS.  Wilbraham. 
JOSEPH  A.  MERRILL,  Webtter. 
S.  WILLISTON,  Eaat  Haroptoo. 
WM.  S.  STODDARD,  Nurtbamplon. 
J.  P.  WILLISTON,  do. 


GARDNER  B.  PERRY,  BnuUbrd. 
ISAAC  WINSLOW,  DanTera. 
OILMAN  PARKER,  HaTerhiU. 
WM.  BASSETT,  Lymi. 
8TILMAN  LOTHROP,  Wattrtows. 

D.  FAIRBANKS,  Cambridgeport. 
AMOS  FARNSWORTH,  GrolMi. 
APPLETON  HOWE.  WeyrnoHtli. 
8EWALL  HARDING.  E.  Medway. 
SAMUEL  J.  NAY,  Soolh  Scituate. 
NATHANIEL  EDDY,  Middleboro*. 
8ETH  SPRAGUE,  Duxbury. 
JOS.  CLEVERLY,  Abingion. 
JOS.  SOUTHWICK,  Boalon. 

C.  P.  GROSVENOR,  Worcetler. 
GEO.  GOODYEAR,  Athburnbam. 
GEO.  WATERS,  Holden. 
ADIN  BALLOU,  Meodon. 
J.  M.  FISK,  Wett  Brookfield. 
J.  T.  EVERETT,  Princeton. 

E.  L.  CAPRON.  Uxbridge. 
THOMAS  W.  WARD,  Sbrewabury. 
WILLIAM   JACKSON,  Newun. 


Corresponding  Secretary— WM.  LLOYD  GARRISON. 

Recording  Secretary— AMOS  A.  PHELPS. 

Treasurer— HENRY  G.  CHAPMAN. 

Auditor— SAMUEL  E.  SEWALL. 


ELLIS  GRAY  LORING, 
DAVID   H.   ELA, 
AMASA   WALKER, 
OLIVER  JOHNSON, 
JOSEPH    H.   EAYRS, 
SIMON   G.  SHIPLEY, 


Counsellors, 

JOHN   T.  HILTON, 
JOSHUA   V.  HIMES, 
NATHANIEL  COLVER, 
SAMUEL  PHILBRICK, 
WENDELL   PHILLIPS, 
EDMUND  QUINCY. 


HONORARY  MEMBERS. 


Arthur  Tappan,  New  York. 
William  Rawie,   Philadelpbia.  (dec.) 
Kev.  S.  J.  May,  Scitaate,  MaM. 
Rer.  S.   S.  Jooelyo,  New  Haveo,  Ct. 
Rev.  George  Bourne,  New  York. 
Hun.  S.  Crafts,  Craftsbury,  Vt. 
Hob.  a.  Clark,   Danville,  Vt. 
Rev.  W.  A.  Chapin,  Craftsbary,  Vt. 
H.   Merrill,  Eaq.  Peadiam,  Vi. 
Moaea  Brown,  Pravideace,  R.  I.  (dec.) 
Rev.  O.  S.  Murray,  Orwell,  Vt. 
J.  Ridgway,  Sufiordsfairt,  England. 


Williaoa  Ridgway. 
Josiab  Wedgwood, 
Capt.  C.  Stuart, 
Jaaepb  Phillipa, 
William  Wilberforce, 
Tbooiaa  Clarktoa, 
Henry  Newraan, 
William  Crawford, 
EdwvdS.   Abdy, 
George  Tbompton,^ 
David  Lee  Cbiki,  Eaq. 
R«v.  AiBoa  A.  Pbelpi* 


England. 
do* 
do. 
do. 

do.  (dee.) 
do. 

do.  (dec) 
do. 
do. 
do. 
Boatoo. 
do. 
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